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Another taste of Bush’s post-Gulf War order. US sanctions against
South Africa are lifted, the republic is back in the Olympics, and to
cap it all they are back in international cricket. These are massive
victories for FW De Clerk’s campaign to convince the world that
South Africa is really changing. -~ = -

-

Change there is. Petty apartheid is being done away with. But the
real structure of South Africa - racial capitalism - is not being
changed. The overwhelming majority of the black population are

in the worst jobs or unemployed, and living in the poverty-ridden.
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townships and ‘homelands’. |

Millions of blacks live in fear as Inkatha and the security force
terrorise the townships, murdering thousands. Real equality in
South Africa is light years away . Even ‘one person, one vote’ has
not been achieved.

Sanctions hurt. The labour movement must demand no further
retreat. The oppressed and exploited majority in South Africa still
need to support and solidarity of the working class internationally.
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Federal tanks on the [ .
 border of Slovenia |
and Croatia as |
Yugoslavia moves |

' towards war |

Sy

crush the old
f Yugoslavia

YUGOSLAVIA  is heading
inexorably to war. Probably
sooner than later, the drive by
‘Serbian president Slobodan
Milosevic for a ‘Greater Serbia”
will lead to a renewed attack on
Slovenia and, especially, Croatia.
What are the historical seots of
this crisis? Socialist Outlook
talked to MICHELE LEE about
what lies behind the Serbian drive

for domination.

S0: When Tito’s Communists came to
power in 1945, how was the national

question dealt with?

ML: The Communist approach to the na-
tional question was determined before and
during the war —already by 1943 it was clear
that the new Yugoslavia would by a federa-
tion based on national equality

words, on this issue the

lowed Lenin. The old Yugos-
lavia had come into existence in
1918 through the joint efforts of
political representatives of three
Yugoslav nation only -
Slovenes, Croats, and Serbs. The
idea was that Yugoslavia would
ensure their common freedom
from foreign domination, while

allowing their individual na-

tional unification. The Com-
munists went further and talked
of national self-determination as
a universal right, which should
thus be granted also to the
Macedonian, Moslem and Mon-
tenegrin populations. |

Hence the partisan war was a
triple war — for liberation from
foreign invasion and fascism;
for the overthrow of capitalism;
and for the establishment of na-
tional states of the six South Slav
nations, within the framework
of the Yugoslav federation.

This in practice meant limit-
ing the power of Serbia, which
had dominated pre-war Yugos-
lavia. In the war, the Com-
munists appealed directly to the
Serb population, arguing that
they had everything to gain by
Yugoslavia becoming a state of
equal nationalities. This policy
was translated into the federal
system. The borders of the par-
tisan command-areas followed
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. In other

ommunists fol-

.....

the borders of present-day
republics and provinces. It
should by said that the Albanian
population wished from the
start to be joined with Albania.
After war there were plans to
create a broader Balkan federa-
tion, within which there would
be an Albanian federal unit.
Once this plan had fallen
through, the Yugoslav govern-
ment had to solve the Albanian
national question within Yugos-

- lavia.

Despite this federal structure,
for the first fifteen years or so
political power remained
centralised. However, during
the 1960s and 1970s, there was a
shift of power to the republics
and provinces, resulting in the
adoption of a new constitution
in 1974. This constitution was
revolutionary in the sense that it
elevated the two provinces of
Kosovo and Vojvodina to the
status of full federal members. It
is this arrangement of 1974 that
Milosevic and co. destroyed,
starting with its forced incor-
poration of Kosovo and Voj
vodina into Serbia.

SO: What is your assessment
of Yugoslavia under Tito -

~ was it Stalinist?

ML: Yes and no. The revolu—

Raising the Slovenian flag on the Austrian border

tion which brought the Com-
munists to power was a
genuine, popular revolution —
communist rule in Yugoslavia

(or Albania) was not imposed

from outside, as in other
countries of eastern Europe. But
at the time of the revolution the
working class was weak,
amounting to less than ten per-
cent of the total population. This
meant that, in a sense, the Com-
munist Party made the revolu-
tion on its behalf. Moreover, the
party’s need to build a base
among the peasantry influence
also its political and cultural
outlook. |

‘On the other hand, Tito him-
self was a product of the
Stalinised Comintern. He
remained convinced that the

revolutionary gains of 1941-5

could be preserved only by the
party controlling all political
and economic life. More
generally, the authoritarian fea-
tures of the Communist Party of
Yugoslavia (later League of
Communists) were enhanced
by the fact that the revolution
took place in war-time condi-
tions

SO: What lay behind the
split between Moscow and
Belgrade during the late

194057

ML: Simply that Stalin
wanted to control the Yugoslav
party. He wanted the same
relationship with Yugoslavia,
one of total subordination,
which existed with other East

European countries. Thig was a’
-~ matter of life.and death for the

Yugoslav party, and also. for
Yugoslavia. Domination by
Moscow would have meant not
only direct placement of Stalin’s
chosen people in power, but
also an end to national equality

within Yugoslavia, i.e. the

return of Serbia to its pre-war
dominant position.. .
It is worth mentioning in this

context Tito’s special relation-
~ship with the army. The army

always had a strong party or-
ganisation: over 95 per cent of
the officers were party mem-

‘bers. The army came to political -

prominence in the early 1970s,

M| when it backed Titos decision

to institute a mass purge of
Ea rty leaders in Croatia and Ser-
ia, and to a lesser extent in

Slovenia and Macedonia. In the

re-organisation of the party
structure that followed, the
army gained a place on the
party presidency. After Tito’s

death, no Yugoslav politician

had quite the same influence.

S0: How do you assess the
Yugoslav experience with
self-management?

ML: Yugbslavia’s attempt to
escape the problems of exces-

‘sive economic centralisation

through the introduction of self-
management was also a very
important social ex(f‘eriment in
that it involved tens of
thousands of blue and white-

- collar workers in the running of

their enterprises. The experi-
ment failed for essentially two
reasons. The first reason is that

one cannot have socialism, even

self-managing socialism, in one
country. In the 1960s, it became
clear that Yugoslavia had to in-
tegrate itself more into the
world economy, and this meant
also accepting many of its rules.
This strengthened the hand of
management at the expense of
the workers’ councils. The
second reason is that the intro-
duction of self-management did
not run in parallel with the ex-
tension of democracy: the party

continued to take all the impor-

tant economic decisions.

SO: If the form of the
current crisis Is the drive by
the Milosevic leadership for
domination, and the
building of a ‘Greater
Serbia’, what really lies
behind It all? Why did
Yugeslavia go inte crisis?
‘ML: Thereareseveral reasons
for this, of which perhaps the
most important was the grow-

ing economic crisis. Once the
first phase of industrialisation

.
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the power of Serbié -

had been completed (by the late
1950s), the next stage involved
modernising the economy and
creating new industrial
branches. In the 1970s, much of
the necessary investment came
from heavy borrowing from
abroad, which led to a huge na-
tional debt by the early 1980s.
As the economy worsened,
there was growing unemploy-
ment and general lowering of
living standards. Also, the gap
between the more and less
developed parts of the country
grew, intensifying the struggle
over distribution of resources.
.. The economic problems were

“ioined to political ones. When

ito died, in 1980, there was a
political vacuum, leading to a

ower struggle among the
federal units. As a part of this
struggle, a coup took place
within the Serbian Communist
Party, organised by a group of

_.?enerals, and party state

unctionaries,
Milosevic to power.
- The Yngoslav army (i.e. its
high command) decided to back
‘Milosevic, without surrender-
ing any of its independence. The
army did not like the introduc-
tion of the multi-party system,
so was hostile both to the

bringing

‘reformer in the Slovene and

Croatian Communist Parties
and to the governments that

emerged out of the multi-party
elections of April 1990. In these

~and subsequent elections, the

Communists’ loss of power

everywhere except Serbia and
Montenegro led to a political
pact between Milosevic and the
army. The generals were ready
to back Milosevic partly because
they favoured a recentralised
Yugoslavia, partly because he
was/is a Communist conserva-

tive, partly because they wanted

to safeguard their material and
political privileges and partly
because most of them were Serb.
We thus witnessed a complete

turn around. The original Com-

munist project was to safeguard
the unity of Yugoslavia by limit-
ing the power of Serbia; now, as
far as the generals and
Milosevic were concerned, the
unity of Yugoslavia could be

guaranteed only by Serbia’s

dominance. '
Today, the process of ‘Serb-
ianisation’ of the army is

| Eroceeding apace. Non-Serb of-

cers are being replaced; any
non-Serb is regarded with
suspicion.

S0: What is Milosevic’s

programme for a Greater

‘Serbia? Is he prepared to

drive Slovenia out of the

federation? Surely this

would be irrational, given
the concentration of wealth
in the western part of the
federation?

ML: There is an impression
that Serbia wants to drive
Slovenia out in order tobebetter
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ableto imposeits domiriation on
the others — particulary Croatia.
You have to remember that in
the original Yugoslav state after

1918 Slovenia was only added at
the insistence of the Croats and

Turks

the Slovenes; for the Serbs,

Slovenia was an optional extra.
My guess is that the recent
army attack on Slovenia was not

motivated mainly by a drive to

keep them in the federation, but
to secure the borders tem-
porarily in order that Croatia
could not be supplied from the
West. The key aimis to deal with
and subordinate Croatia and

with it the rest of Yugoslavia.

‘When the war comes, as seems
- absolutely inevitable, it will take

the form of an all-out attack on

Croatia.

As far as the economic
rationality of driving out
Slovenia is concerned, ‘well it is
- not economically rational — but
- then the Serbian leadership is
not thinking in economically ra-
tional, but politically-rational
terms. |

SO: How have politics
developed in the past
period in Croatia and
Slovenia?

"ML: Slovenia and
Croatia differ greatly. Un-
like Croatia, Slovenia is
ethnically homogeneous.
Moreover, the 1972 party
purge did not affect
Slovenia as much as it did
Croatia. Finally, Slovenia
started to liberalise much
earlier, in the mid-1980s,
when the reforming wing
of the local Communist
party gained the upper hand
over the conservatives. This led
to the establishment of liberal
regime, with the de facto
freedom of expression and as-
sembly.

In 1988 the army tried to put
a stop to this process of political
democratisation in Slovenia,
contemplating at one pointeven
outright intervention. They ar-

rested three Mladina journalists

(one of whom was Janez Jansa,

Slovenia’s current Minister of

Defence) and an army sergeant,

on the grounds that they had

stolen a secret military docu-
ment. the trial of the four led to
a mass mobilisation of the
Slovene population in defence

Slovenes
HUNG Hunganans
MONT Montenegrins
MAC Macedonians

Milosevic meets Germany’'s Genscher

by Serbia,

liamentary

of national and
democraticrights.
Though in the elec-
tions of April 1990 the
Communists were
defeated, by a right-of-
centre nationalist
coalition DEMOS, they
remained the largest party. In-
deed Milarni Kucan, their leader,
was elected president of the
republic. Despite the frequent
complaints that the DEMOS

government is authoritarian, -
Slovene political life is more

open and democratic that

- Croatian. This is due, among

other things, also to the fact that
Slovenia adopted a proportion-
al electoral system, giving a
wide span of political group
and parties presence in the
republican Parliament.

Things happened differently
in Croatia. There, the decision
top go for multi-party elections

came at the last minute — barely
-four months before they actuaK
~ ly took place. It involved an ef-

fective coup within the party,

executed by reformed Com-
munists. The electoral system

‘which they adopted, however,

was the British variety, i.e. first
past the post. Finally, the elec-
tions were held against the

background of an already mas-

sive campaign against Croatia
art of which con-
sisted in whipping up the Serb
minority against the Croatian
state. AHll these factcrs con-
tributed to the electoral victory
not of a coalition, as in Slovenia,
but of a single nationalist party
— the Croatian Democratic
Union (CDU). The CDU won
some 42 per cent of the vote, but
gained nearly two-thirds of par-
seats.

In these elections, Croatia’s
Serb minority mostly voted for
the Communists rather than for
the nationalist Serb Democratic
party. After the CDU victory,
however, the majority of Serb
voters became politically pas-
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sive while a minority turned to

the Serb nationalists.

The CDU is not so much a
party as a disparate coalition. To
overcome internal conflicts and
contradictions, the party is or-
Eanised on a highly centralised

asis, and run in an autocratic

‘manner. Tudjman and his im-

mediate advisers belong to the
party’s centre. The right wing

‘are nationalist hawks and/or
clericals, while the left shades -

into Social Democracy. Despite
the efforts the CDU has made to

- win the confidence of Croatia’s

Serbs, the Serb minority remains
fearful. It is being squeezed on
both sides, b
extremists alike.
SU: Does Yugoslavia have a
future? Could a restored
federation exist after a

stage of Independence of
the republics?

 ML: Weshould be clear about ]
‘'what the position of Croatia and
Slovenia actually is. Their offi-

cial position until now has been
that they want to be sovereign
states — not secede. This means
that federal laws should not
apply unless they are accepted
by the republics. This is really a
programme for confederation.
rzw They that want to be
com letelﬁ ihde-
pendent, but do not
reject the possibility of
some form of economic
co-operation in that
framework. Croatia and
Slovenia have proposed
two possible forms of
confederation — with
either a joint parliament
~with limited powers ora
equal numbers of
the federal units. things
in its competence, or
joint meetings of delega-
tions from the different
republics to do the same. Serbia
rejected every proposal.
I think that Yugoslavia was a
tremendously useful

framework for dev'eloping the

region economically, socially
and politically. It could take
resources from the richer areas
to ensure a more even economic
development of the poorer
parts. But since the develop-
ment of the economic crisis this
material basis for the federation
could not be sustained. On the
other hand 1think some form of

confederation would be a ra-

tional option — a confederation
of sovereign states. Yugoslavia,
the old Yugoslavia, is dead.

Croat and Serb

~council made up of

delegates from each of
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Yugoslavia:

what position for
socialists?

The political situation in Yugoslavia today is immensely
complex. None of the major political forces at play want
to resist capitalist restoration; none of them stand for
‘democratic socialism. The failure of the Yugoslav model
of ‘socialism’ has led to a struggle which takes the form
of a battle between national groupings.

But this does not mean that socialists can be neutral in the
conflicts taking place. The main feature of the situation is the
drive by the Serbian leadership in Belgrade, under ex-Com-
munist Slobodan Milosevic, to create a ‘Greater Serbia’ by sub-
jugating the other nationalities. | |

Since he came to power in the Serbian CP ih'1987 Milosevic

has attempted to guard the position of the party elite by appeal-
ing to ethnic rivalries. The main target of this offensive is
Croatia. Now, as Michele Lee explains on these pages, the
federal army is in a de facto alliance with Milosevic. Thearmy’s
attack on Slovenia is directly in line with Milosevic’s plans to
dominate the whole federation. L o
Every day there are new clashes in the Croatian territories
bordering on Serbia. Groups of “Chetniks’ — Serbian irregulars
— are fighting to drive Croats out of town of mixed Serb and
Croat population. | - |
No form of socialism is likely to come out of the present
conflicts. What is at stake is the right of self-determination of
the Croats and Slovenes. For socialists, their right to national
so;rereignty, and if they want it independence, must be ab-
solute. | |
The prospect of any form of confederation has been

sabotaged- by the intransigence of the Serbian leadership. §

Socialists are never neutral on the right of self-determination for
oppressed nationalities. The key aspect of the struggle today is
the fight for Slovene and Croatian independence. |

A particular responsibility now falls on the opposition inside
Serbia itself. Milosevic is increasingly unpopular; in March
therc were mass strikes and demonstrations against him. How-
ever, unfortunately the opposition has not distanced itself from

Milsoevic’s aggressive attitudes towards Croatia; indeed many §

key leaders explicitly support him on this. ~ |

The attitude of political leaders in the West, including the
Labour Pa
of the Yugoslav federation against the rights of nationalities.
While this may be changing under the pressure of public
opinion, there is no doubt that their key objective is a stable
political framework for the restoration of capitalism.

If the expected attack on Croatia comes during the summer
the whole region could experience a devastating tragedy. There
could be genocide against the Croats. The A?banian army is
mobilised on the southern Yugoslav border to intervene in
support of the Albanians in Kosovo, also victims of Milosevic’s
repression. | |

The key now to any social progress in the region is the fight
for Slovene and Croat independence, and the-revolutionary
overthrow of the Milosevic regime. |

| Crisis in Yugoslavia
| A socialist perspective
- Speaker: Branka Magas (New Left Review)

Thursday 18th July, 7pm
Conway Hall, Red Lion Sqg., WC1

(nearest tupe Holborn)
Organised by the Socialist Society and the Socialist Movement
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rty, has been utterly cynical, defending the integrity
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witch-hunt

save Major’s

bacon?

HARRY SLOAN weighs up the political
impasse facing John Major as the media begins
speculation on a November election

NOBODY will have been
longing for Parliament’s
summer recess more than
John Major. His months as
Tory leader have. been an al-

most unmitigated failure,

with the grim wreckage of a
decade of Thatcherism hung
like an albatross around his

neck. o

The run-up to the MPs’
holidays has been littered with
disasters and embarrassments —
soaring unemployment and
bankru statistics, bank col-
lapses, jail breaks and outrage at
sky-high pay-offs to privatised
industry bosses.

Final solution

Major's only light relief has
been afforded by
leadership embarking on a new

~ witch-hunt as they seek the
‘final solution’ to the problem of
Militant — though the Tory
Party’s share of votes in the
Walton by-election, their lowest

the Labour

since World War One, was far
from comforting. |
Gone are those crazy halcyon
days after he took over from
Thatcher, in which cynical
media hype about a ‘change’ in

line and style produced a tem-

porary, unreal Tory revival in
the polis. |

Gone are his giddy days of
great power statesmanship
during the Gulf War, when
Major could bask in the
ref{ected glory of the US

- military effort and victory. Now

the dark threats of renewed US
air strikes against Saddam Hus-
sein simply underline how little
was achieved from the
slaughter, while the grim toll of
human misery facing the mas-
ses of Iraq and ]%urdistan
remains as a reminder of im-

perialist savagery.
Balmy

Long gone, even before Major
took over, are the balmy heyday
years of ascendant Thatcherism,

Smiling at the possibility of a Labour foul-up? John Major

and a booming service sector
diverting attention from the col-

 lapse of manufacturing in-

dustry. -
Major has inherited only the

| huiely' unpopular Poll Tax and

S reforms, the scandals, the
astronomical mortgage costs,

the housing crisis, and the col-

lapse of developers and retail
chains as the recession wipes
out much of this superficial

! ngWth’ —toreveal adesperate-

- ly weak economy, now locked

- in the dee

with the Eiveaway. privatisa-

tions, rocketing house prices
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into the European Monetary
System.

Even the victories of
Thatcherism-—her imposition of
brutal anti-union laws and the
succession of bruising defeats
inflicted on the working class -
offer little consolation to John

M?Ijor. -
| he Tories may be able to

kick around a servile TUC
leadership, and management
may feel stronger than ever in
confronting workers on the
shop floor, but the economy is
t, most damaging
recession for many years.

Dashed

Hopes of an early June

eneral election were dashed
gy a string of by-election
failures and dismal results in
May’s council elections. Since
then Labour has been consis-
tently ahead in the polls -
though their margin has varied.

Now, like the captain of a
rudderless ship, Major is drift-
ing inexorably towards a
decision on when to play his
last, desperate card, and drop
anchor by calling an election.

Major’s choice has been
made Larder by divisions in his
own party. Thatcher may have
eventually announced that she

will quit at the next election, but

she has spent much of the sum-

mer piling on pressure, stirring
the pot of internal Tory fac-
tionalism.

Her more rabid supporters —
notably Nicholas Ridley — con-
tinue to harry Major's men,
especially on Europe, where the
wounds opened up in the oust-
ing of Thatcher continue to

fester.

Failure

Not least of his problems is
Major’s failure to convince

anyone inside or outside Tory

ranks that he offers any serious-
ly different or coherent policy
or approach that can create an
identity distict from

! Thatcherism.

|
-y Please return to: Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109, London, N4 |

|

Many of the key Thatcher
olicies — in particular the Poll
gax (and Major’s nebulous,

dithering ‘alternative’, the
- Council ,
‘reforms’, education and hous-

Tax), the NHS
ing policies — have created crisis
situations which can only wors-
en as time %"oes on.

This is why Major and co are

now glumly weighing up their

erospects if they go for a
ovember Election, in which

they would hope to trade

Erimarily on the weakness of
abour’s threadbare and politi-
cally conservative manifesto,

but also exploit the divisions

arising from Kinnock’s new

post- alton  witch-hunt
against Militant.
Preview

A glance at the antics of
Liverpool’s Kinnockite Labour
council — turning viciously
against its workforce, and
shamelessly using redundan-
cies and privatisation to imple-

ment Tory-imposed spending

cuts — offers a mini-preview of
a re-elected Labour govern-

“ment, which would come to of-

fice pledged to capitalist
licies. o S |
Yet the bitter truth of the
present situation is that the
working class desperately

needs to get rid of the Tories in

order to rc;gain its fighting
strength. Twelve years of
Thatcherite onslaught, of
redundancies, closures and a
barrage of anti-union laws,
together with the emergence of
the most spineless, defeatist
union leaderships for decades
have ground down workers’
resistance, and brought a dis-
astrous fallinthe comgativity of
the trade union movement.

~ Strikes

1990 figures show numbers
of strikes down to the lowest for
over 50 years; days lost in
strikes are down to 1963 levels;
and numbers of workers in-
volved in disputes are down to
less than a third of the average
for the 1980s.

Many of the industries —min-
ing, docks, print and engineer-
ing — which provided the lead-

ing edge of trade union

organisation have been
decimated. And the destruction
of much of the militant 1960s
and 1970s shop stewards’
movement that had been based
on manufacturing industry has
weakened the ition of the
rank and file while strengthen-
ix}i the increasingly right-win
officials, who have reinfor
the impact of Tory anti-union
laws by refusing either to chal-
lenge them or to support any
action that might possibly run
up against the law.

and

A changé of goiremment -

- even to elect Labour under Kin-

nock — would create the best
opportunity to change this
situation. Despite Kinnock, a
Labour government would
generate raised expectations
while workers’ confidence
would be boosted by a Tory
defeat. . |

Though we should not

edict strikes immediately, it

is clear that Kinnock’s govern-

ment would quickly run into
conflict with the unions over
pay, jobs and many of those is-
sues where the Tories have al-
ready created a crisis — notably

‘the NHS, convulsed in crisis by

Thatcher’s ’‘market-style’
reforms, and education. |

- As struggles emerge, Kin-
nock and theunion leaders who.
support him will also find
themselves at loggerheads with
a mobilising union rank and
file, creating fresh oppor-
tunities tobuild a fighting leftin

the trade unions.

This is why the task of oust-
ing the Tories is central in
strengthening the left and
building a class struggle op-
position to Kinnock. For this

reason socialists 's_hould becam-

paigning for a Labour govern-
ment and a Labour vote not only
in England, but also in Wales
and Scotland where the
demand for national assemblies
must also be fought for. |
The most favourable terrain
for the left is one where the
working class is mobilised in
defence of its own interests,
and can learn political lessons
in the struggle with the class
enemy and its own leadership.

Socialist policies

In this context alternative,
socialist policies can find the
most recgl):ive audience, and
the best chance of becoming a
practical guide to action rather
than remaining abstract
propaganda and point-scoring
against the right wing.

Major has now scented a
hope that Kinnock’s vicious
new witch- hunt—which will be
exploited to the full by the Tory
press and mass media — could
offer the Tories an unexpected
chance of knocking back
Labour’s lead in the polls, to
clinch a shock fourth term.

That's why for socialists the
fight against the witch hunt, the
fight to kick out the Tories and
electa Labour government, and
the fight to regroup a class
struggle left wing in the unions
bour Party must now

run hand inl hand.




Ednional Ooﬁ-[ifi-oo K
Broad Left defeat in Liverpool

Mahmood’s supporters claimed they would

‘First time around the course’? Mamnood

for a purge - on a plate. Terry Fields is sure to

THE OUTCOME of the Walton by-elec- — ; situation does not, and Cannot translateinto the
1 tion confirmed what many of the left said . i base for a new party to the left of Labour.
on this issue - that the candidature of ‘Real. . . . Socialist Worker exphﬂﬂy draws the con- |
Labour’ Lesley Mahmood was a tactical [ = = Silusmn thatthergsultcci)fthe electcllog]ustlffles the
mistake. It was a mistake because the | - . be]cl151on tof stand, and 1s %hgfo asis’ Otflthe
| . . . . Lo - s uildin n r .
Broad Left took on Kinnockism in a by- | . - 2 out to bgeothz S%ﬁ?szf' Yei trlfewml:zglrlgonsncﬁ |
election, under the national spotlight, | | & Real Labour and Militant are by no means clear; §
where the demonstration of opposition to | - |: = Lesley Mahmood claimed in a radio interview
| K%nnocklte policies Cfm!d only be mini- - e 5 I E to have ‘recruited’ some 300 supporters during -
| mised, rather than maximised. e L = the campaign, and suggested that Walton was
Of course, in a normal by-election 6.6 per cent . e 8 just ‘first time around the course’ in their elec-
for a far left candidate would be considered | . . 5 toral campaigning.
§ very good. But this was not a normal by-elec- | e § By standing against Labour when the situa-
tion. It was set up, both by the Kinnockites and . . |* tHon was far from ready for this type of chal- |
| the Broad Left, as a test of strength inside the : . -lenge, the Broad Left have handed the Labour
Liverpool working class. | leadershipwitchhuntersa giganticopportunity

show really mass support for their policies of

resistance to cuts and redundancies, rather than
for those of witchfinder general Kilfoyle. But
they chose a terrain where such a demonstra-
tion was impossible.

But it was worse than that. Militant and the
Broad Left, by claiming Mahmood’s campaign
was that of the council workers and all those
opposing cuts and redundancies, have effec-
tively delivered a defeat to the council workers’
struggle. Kilfoyle’s victory was also a victory for
the Harry Rimmer cuts and redundancies
leadership of the coundil.

In a by-election in a pre-election period many

workers want to vote for a ‘credible’ candidate
- in other words one from a party which has the
possibility of forming the government. Many
§ workers who hate Kinnockism and all its works
vote Labour to keep out the Tories and Liberals.

The Broad Leftisnota natlonally credible alter-

native.

‘Standing against the official Labour can-

didate would have made sense if there had been
a real chance of winning. But despite the
Militant hype, joined by a chorus from the SWP
and other far left groups, there was none. If
there had been a chance of winning it would
have shown a completely different relation of
forces inside the labour movement nationally.
In their explanation to their Liverpool sup-
porters, the Broad Left leadership held out the
perspective of Liverpool ‘Real Labour’ soon

- being joined by similar developments around

che country. This would have meant that the
time was right for a split from Labour, a new
party, with a significant base in the working
class. But that is absurd in the present political
situation. |

Walton is an area of particular strength for
Militant, in the most politically radical city in
Britain. 2000-odd votes in this highly special

be de-selected. Socialists from all over the

‘country who canvassed for Mahmood were
~photographed and will be expelled. Now the

left is faced with a massive defensive struggle
against this witch hunt.

The real relationship of forces is shown by the
many workers who turned away from Kinnock-
ism and voted for the Liberals. The pathetic

Tory vote showed the utter rejection of what

Thatcherism has done to Liverpool.
It goes withoutsaying that we inno way share
the sickening gloating of the Labour leadership

‘and their sidekicks in Tribune that they have

‘smashed’ Militant. But the lessons have to be
drawn about the real tasks in defeating the at-
tacks on the workforce and the commumty |

Above all it required building unity in action,
especially strike action, against the attacks. That
unity has to reach deep among those workers

who have not yet drawn firm conclusions
about Kinnockism, or the need to build an alter-

Mahmood in Walton: a

diversion for the left

by Mike Picken,
Liverpool Mossley
Hill CLP

The Walton by-election may have
been a victory for Labour can-
didate Peter Kilfoyle, though the
real winners were arguably the
Liberal Democrats who increased
their -vote by 15%. But the real
story of the by-election was the
defeat of the Broad Left and

Militant supporter, Lesley Mah-

mood.
~ Many Labour voters stayed away,
- disillusioned with Labour's lack of
- chalienge to the Tories. If the resuit
were repeated across the country,
Labour would fail to win many of its
target marginal seats, mcludmg Iy
Liverpool.

But many thousands of workers
did vote Labour, seeing it as a class
vote against the Tories in a city

- ravaged by Tory policies. The Broad

Left had been hoping for at least 10%
of the vote and were claiming 10,000
to 12,000 promises in the run-up to
poiling day.

But Mahmood got only 2 600
votes, showing the folly of standing
against Labour in parliamentary elec-
tions at the present time. During
times of cnisis, the working class al-
ways tums to its traditional organisa-
tions first. The fact that Labour has
such right wing policies will disillusion
~ many, but wili not now lead to a fun-

damental break by the mass of the

‘working class.

While Mahmood's vote may be
creditable as a far left vote, it does
nothing to build opposition in the
Labour Party and the unions to the
Kinnockite move to the right. By al-
lowing the Labour Party the excuse
of ‘standing against the party’ to
witch-hunt. and expel socialists, the
Broad Left candidacy played into the
hands of Kinnock and council leader
Harry Rimmer. |

Mahmood’s vote was little more
than that gained in one ward in the
constituency by the Broad Left can-
didate in the May council elections.
The by-election was largely a single
Issue campaign, focusing exclusively
on the council redundancies. In a
parliamentary election, this was far
too parochial a response.

By attempting to turn the by-elec-
tion into a referendum on council
redundancies, Mahmood did a dis-
service to the continuing union battle.

But as we go to press, the GMB
and NALGO are considering step-
ping up the campaign and the pos-

sibility of all out action exists. On 12

July, 150 more workers lost their
jobs, and the battie to prevent sack-
ings continues.

For the Broad Left, there will have
to be a full post mortem of the cam-

paign. Many are complaining about
the association of Mahmood with
Militant, and the way they took over
the campaign.

Militant supporters will have to
have a total rethink. Despite the
brazen face put on the resuit by Mah-
mood and Militant editor Peter Taafe,

there are reports that many of their
supporters are having second
thoughts about the tactic of standing
and splitting from the Labour Party.
During the round of expuisions

that will inevitably follow, socialists

should be opposing the witch-hunt,
while at the same time arguing that
the tactics pursued by the Broad Left
and Militant make it easier for the
right to grab control of the Party.
The Socialist Workers Party
(SWP) argue that Mahmood’s 2,600
votes were a positive sign of how
many support an alternative to Kin-

-nock. Unfortunately (but inevitably)

they have now called for all socialists
to leave the Labour Party in Lwerpool
and join...the SWP!

But such an approach plays into
the hands of the Labour right wing. |f
the left were to follow their advice, the
result would be more of Rimmer's
policies and more MPs like Kilfoyle!
The answer lies not with the SWP,
but a principled fight inside the Party.

The national ‘Campaign Against

the Witch-hunt' needs to be built, and

links need to be made across the left
in the Party. In Liverpool, Labour
Party Socialists(LPS) had a highly
successful meeting after the by-elec-
tion. While these are difficult times for
socialists in Liverpool, LPS offers the

possibility of building a fightback in

the party.
The witch-hunt may widen beyond

the core of Militant and the Broad
Left, and it will be important to or-
ganise to defend anyone threatened.
Two councillors who are not in the

- Coombes and three other councillors

native party to Labour. By making that task

PHQOTO: Paul Herrmann (Profile)

Many disiilusioned Labour voters stayed away

Broad Left group, Keith Hackett and  of fighting for principled socialist
Frank O'Donohue, are still policiesinthe Party, thereis stillhope
suspended. - that members of the Broad Left may
There is a real threat of action  embrace that approach. |
against former council leader Keva Inevitably, all eyes will be focused
on the General Election and building
‘Sacialists for Labour’ also gives an

for voting against redundancies on
opportunity to continue the fightback.

June 19. If LPS can build out of this
sntuatlon and show that there is away

Defend Terry Flelds MPI

by Mike Picken

Terry Fuelds, Labour MP for Liverpool Broadgreen, has been jailed
for 60 days by Bootle magistrates for non-payment ofthe Poll Tax.

+| By standing up against the Tories and refusing to pay, he has

shown solidarity with the poor and challenged the pathetic line
of the Labour leadership.

Because he refused to endorse the Labour candidate in the Waiton
by-election, Fields was under investigation by Walworth Road. His
stand against the Poll Tax will now be used to justify his removal as a
parliamentary candidate in the next general election. All sections of the
left, whatever their view on Waiton, must now unite in his defence.

Trade union and Labour Party branches should pass resolutions of
solidarity. Fellow Labour MPs refusing to pay the Poll Tax should |
publicise his case and continue to support his stand. Broadgreen CLP
and all Labour party members should demand that Fields remain an
endorsed candidate (he was reselected by a huge majority). .

By highlighting his case and that of other Poli Tax prisoners, the
campaign should be strengthened in the Labour Party for an immediate
repeal of the Poll Tax and an amnesty for all non- payers by a Labour

government.
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Ireland

Staying

cautionary tale for
horse lovers

By David Coen
Once upon a time in Ireland when
the sun always shone and Fianna
Fail always had a comfortable
majority, the then Finance Minister
Charles J. Haughey was unable to
turn up to the Dail on Budget Day
because he had fallen off his horse.
As ever, there were those
begrudgers who attributed his
‘shoulder’ injury to something else
entirely, but this is not that kind of
paper. |

Charley’s principal mortal sin is that
he has never managed to win a
majority in the Dail since he became
lsader of Fianna Fail in 1979. In the
recent local elections the Fianna Fall
share of the vote fell to 38 per cent. A
party which has dominated politics in
the South since de Valera formed his
first government in 1932 finds this un-
forgivable.
His government only survives with
“ the support of Des O’'Malley’s Progres-
sive Democrats. Then there is the on-
‘going problem with his friend Larry
Goodman. |

Goodman is Europe’s biggest beef -
trader and dominates a large slice of

26 county. agriculture. He was given
millions of pounds in state-subsidised
loans to develop the lrish beef in-
dustry. But the money seems to have
been diverted to other purposes such
as funding Goodman'’s take-over bids.
Following the World in Action
programme on alleged fraud in the

prisoners!

by Nigel Fisher
THE POLL Tax is so dis-
credited that even the Tories
want to get rid of it. However
this undoubted victory has
been won at some huge cost
to many individual non-

payers and protestors.
he ruling class wish to
punish those who dare defy
their unjust laws. They have
wherever possible, made people
pay heavily for any resistance to
the Poll Tax. People are being
committed to prison for non-
payment ona now regular basis.
Also the courts have handed
down savage sentences to those
who were arrested and dragged
through the courts because they
fought back against police
brutalization of APT
demonstrations. a
In order to maintain the non-
payment campaign, it is vital
that those victimized by the
state are given the utmost
solidarity. Along with the
demand that the Poll Tax be
scrapped now, the APTM
should have as its main demand
that there should be an amnesty
for all those who aredefendants
or prisoners as a result of the
Poll Tax. No protester should be
in prison for standing up to the
Poll Tax or police attacks upon
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Goodman Group, Haughey has been
forced to set up a public inquiry.

To cap it all, he had to sack his
deputy Brian Lenihan because

Lenihan was caught lying, trying, as it

happens, to cover up for what is as-
sumed to be an earlier indiscretion by
his feader. Lenihan went on to lose the
Presidency (a Fianna Fail retirement
homs) to Mary Robinson.

The main reason for Fianna Fail's
declining share of the vote is the IMF
inspired financial strait jacket which
means fewer goodies to sweeten the
voters. Without such incentives Fianna
Fail's working class support steadily
ebbs away. /

Despite fulsome praise for their
economic progress in the British press,
the economy is in poor shape. Un-
employment is stuck at 18% even with
high emigration. It is estimated that a
third of the population live on or below
the poverty line. if present trends con-
tinue it is estimated that 500,000
people will leave the country in the
period 1980 to 2000, half the number
who leftduring the Great Famine of the
1840’s.

- Haughey needs a deal with the
British notjust to distract attention from
the crisis, to bolster his position in Fian-
na Fail or to win himself something in
the history books. °

‘Security’ spending is adrain on the
26-County economy and affects every
area including tourism. Then there is
the economic cost of the border itself,

" recently estimated at £3 billion over 5

-

245
e

anti-Poll Tax demonstrations.

Practical steps

Everv APT group should be
making it their main prionity to
support those facing the bailifts
or imprisonment. People n
both practical help and poiitical
solidarity. Practical help ranges
from legal advice to fundraising
for prisoners and their depen-
dants.

Political solidarity is moreim-
portant. It helps to know that
there is a strong movement be-
hind you if you are defying the
state. [tis also political solidarity
that canstop the victimization of
individuals. The savage senten-
ces imposed on people arrested
after the Battle of Trafalgar are
the result of the attacks upon
them in the media by Hattersley
and by the ‘leaders’ of the
APTM, Steve Nally and Tommy

Sheridan. If the APTM and the

Labour Movement had been
quick to defend these people,
they would have received com-
pletely different treatment by

the courts.
All the ple arrested and

imprisoned as a result of the
APT demonstrations need the

full wnconditional support of
TM has

years in lost output
and about 45, 000 jobs.

This is the basis of
'revisionism’ which has
sprouted amongst the
southern intelligentsia
over the past few years,
The recent celebration (if
that's not too strong a
word} of the 75th an-
niversary of the 1916
Rising show the scale of
such self-doubt among
the Dublin ruling class.

In the face of the pre-
vious crisis Fianna Fail
abandoned their self suf-
ficiency policy and
opened the economy to |GEEEE.
foreign investment. - L

That worked for about
20 years, especially fol-
lowing entry to the EEC in 1972,
Haughey took over the leadership of
Fianna Fail in 1979 just as lrish tax-
payers began to revolt against the tax
levels needed to subsidise foreign in-
vestment. His attempts to square the
circle ended in a massive government
debt.

Given Haughey's appalling record
in government on everything from the
Birmingham 6 to extradition, and his
understandable need to keep his tradi-
tional base intact at a time when the
traditional instrument, government
spending, was running into a debt

crisis, the vehemence of the ruling
class attack on him seems surprising.

But that is to leave out of account the

.......

challenged the Law with the

non-payment campaigns.
Large, militant demonstrations
calling for defiance of the Law
are alwavs goingzo be in danger
of attack from the cops.

The APTM needs to swing its
whole weight behind the Trafal-
gar Square Defendants” Cam-
paign and the vanous Poll Tax

~ pris—oners’ su‘pport groups. It 1s

these organizations that pro-
vide the example of how to or-
ganize solidarity for Poll Tax
prisoners. It is vital that the
work of these organizations i1s
sustained over the next few

years, while peopleare in prison
because of the Poll Tax.

Matt Lee, a Socualist
Outlook supporter and
Poll Tax prisoner has

been moved. Please
write to him.

Matthew James Lee
MW1054

HM Featherstone,
New Road,
Wolverhampton,
WVv10 7PU

R

Charles Haughey

blind panic, almost despair, of the
southern ruling class in the early
1980s.

It is against this background that we
must assess the prospects for the so
called Brooke Initiative. The ending of
the talks should not be taken to mean

the end of the process which began

with the 1985 Anglo Irish
The

Agreement.
Agreement is de facto recognition

- of the six-county state - what Haughey

in 1983 called ‘that failed political entity

- in return for the right to be consulted

on matters such as security.

Yet of all the parties, except per-
haps the SDLP, Haughey was the
most anxious to deal and was bsing
urged to do so, at aimost any cost, by
the southern ruling class. They have

no strategic interest in unity. What they
most fear is a return of the nightmare
scenario of the early 1980s when an
gconomic crisis coincided with mass
upsurges a round the national ques-
tion. They hope the British, led by
Major instead of the unionist Thatcher,
can persuade the Unionists into some
kind of arrangement which will defuse
‘the North 'as an issue. |
Hence new moods are constantly
being discovered. The electionof Mary
Robinson is taken as the end of ‘civil
war politics’ and of course, the demand
for unity. History is revised.
Nationalism is dead and the new
Europe beckons, especially regional
aid. In the midst of this rodeo Charley
hangs on. But only just. |

Take the fight for

unions!

by Leonora Lloyd |

SINCE the.1930s when

Labour and Cooperative
women first called for the

legalisation of abortion, it

has remained a campaigning
issue.

In 1975 the Working
Women’s Charter Campaign
was one of the groups which
founded the National Abortion
Campaign

{NACH Since
thenn. most of the
ma;or trade

untions have af-
filiated to NAC
and a number of
special conferen-
ces directed to the labour move-
ment have been held.

The next such conference
takes place on July 2/, focusing
on taking the struggle for abor-
tion rights into the unions.

In the last vear, there have
been changes in the abortion
law, drastic cut-backs in family
planning provision, the estab-
lishment of the Human Fer-
tilisation and Embryology
Authority, and the an-
nouncement that the abortion

ill, RU486, has been approved
or use in this country by the
Safety of Medicines Committee.

The coming conference will
be looking at these issues, with
a number of expert speakers as
well as trade union speakers to

choice into the

look at the campaigns that arise
from them.

dThe conference will also be
addressed by Jolanta Plakwicz
of the Polish Women'’s Associa-
tion, which has been leading the
fight against attemﬁ)ts to make

abortion illegal orchestrated by
the Catholic church. |

The last two years have been
unique in NAC's history. After
major campaigns - such as the
Campaign against Corrie—su
port usually declines. But in the
aftermath of the
Fight Alton’s Bill
(FAB) campaign,
and the Stop the
Amendment Cam-
paign, member-
ship has steadily
risen. A number of new unions,
such as USDAW and the RMT,
have affiliated.

This increased support has
come because we have not been
content to simply oppose anti-
abortion propaganda—buthave
actively promoted pro-choice
policies. |

Theconferenceisa part of this
process. It will highlight the
major issues in the politics of
reproductive rights that face
women and the labour move-
ment over the next period. We
aim both to map out our cam-
paigning priorities and also to

nderline the importance of in-
ternational solidarity as a part of
our work.

see page 13







