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Expectations high as
South Africa votes

grammes for housing, electri- - i
~fication, job creation, educa-

tion and health. | - e 1

While many business and

government commentators
have dismissed the RDP as

voting for the first time:-
- * Awhite woman rang a ra-
- dio station to complain that
her black maid told her she
hetter pack her things, be-
cause the ANC had told her

From Mark

Shotter in South
Africa

EVERYWHERE you travel she could take over the house  being impractical and too ex-
there is an air of after the election. ‘pensive they are just as
excitement and * Workers at a car factory aware as the ANC leadership

in the Eastern Cape started ig-
noring work orders because
they said they couldn’t be
fired and tomorrow they will
be in charge of the factory.

* A black truck driver re-
acted to a white driver who
had cutin frontof him by -
shouting ‘you had better get
out of my way because tomor-
row is the last day on the road
for you people’.

* A woman who had cast
he vote said she was happy to
have voted because she
would no longer have to live
in her shack - she was going
to have a proper house.

that social programmes will
“have to be launched if the

mass of black workers are to

feel part of the existing order.

expectation. Every street is
adorned with hundreds of
posters for the different

parties. Street hawkers
shout the price of their
goods interspersed with
party slogans.

A radio journalist captured
the excited atmosphere of the
first few hours of voting on
the first day, which was re-

.r. stricted to the old, the sick

and people with disabilities:

‘It is like a scene from the Bi-
ble, people coming on
crutches, limping, hobbling
on one leg, carried by the fit,
brought in on wheel chairs,
making their way slowly to
the polling booths to cast

Pressures

-~ With prospects of slow eco-
nomic growth, and a govern-
- . ment.of national unity facing
_conflicting pressures, the left
is becoming aware that what
is achieved in achieving the
RDP depends more on what
takes place in the streets
rather than the balance of
forces in the governmenit.
The brief experience of the
Transitional Executive Council
is not too encouraging, when
we consider the following:-

~ Boycott
Although some tiny left

their vote’.

For the millions of black
people who have never had
the vote it is not just a ques-
tion of being allowed to vote
for the first time; rather, the
election is greeted as the ad-

“vent of freedom and the end
of hundreds of years of op-
pression. |
~ The following incidents cap~
ture the level of popular ex-
pectation that is involved in

wing groups have called fora

boycott of the elections and
other have run a propaganda
campaign to warn people of

the dangers of a future govern-

ment of national unity, the

ANC has managed fo draw
nearly all sections of the

mass movement behind the
Reconstruction and Develop-
ment Programme (RDP)
which promises mass pro-

Obituary

* When a popular uprising
overthrew the hated Mangope
regime in the Bophthatswana

- homeland, the TEC and the

ANC acted quickly to try to cur-
tait the movement and to re-
store ‘law and order’. This
was despite striking workers
feeling that their demands

had not been met and continu- '

ing their strike weeks after
the uprising

* Joe Slovo, chairperson of

‘Bob Smith (1947-94)

IT IS WITH DEEP regret
that we announce the death

of our comrade Bob Smith at
the age of 46. Bob died of a
massive heart attack in Bir-
mingham on Sunday April
24,
More than 250 people at-
- tended his funeral on Friday
May 6, testifying to the 1m-
“mense respect and affection for
Bob in the Birmingham labour
movement. _

Bob got involved in socialist
politics at the beginning of the
1980s, through anti-fascist ac-
tivity. He was one of five people

~ excluded from Yardley Labour

~ Party in 1983. :
~ Joining the Socialist League,
the then British section of the
Fourth International, he joined
Socialist Outlook with a group
of comrades of Birmingham at
the time of the Gulf war, becom-
ing one of our most loyal and
determined supporters.

Bob’s immense popularity,

look supporters nationwide, but

~ in the whole of the Birmingham
labour movement, stemmed
from his indefatigable activity
and good humour. .

not just among Socialist Out-

His main fields of work were

anti-racist activity, through his
leading role in Birmingham
CAREF and support for the Irish

struggle through the Troops Out

movement.
But beyond that Bob was a
tireless supporter of all workers’

struggles. In the miners’strike

and during the Wapping print-
ers’ struggle Bob’s activity was
tireless.

Whenever there was a picket
line, Bob was there. In the last
period of his life, the struggle of
the Asian workers at Burnsalls
consumed his activity, although
he never slackened in his work
on anti-racism and on Ireland.

Good humour

Bob took socialist comrade-
ship seriously. He passionately
debated his views inside and
outside of Socialist Outlook, but
never succumbed to sectarian
rancour. His good humour, his
infectious laughter, affected
everyone around him. ,

Like all serious socialists,

‘Bob had a passion for ideas.
When he spoke in meetings he

was always gripped by the ex-

citement of Marxist and social-
ist ideas, thinking on his feet and
inspiring those present.

He was a fervent internation-

alist, always passionately inter-
ested in news about the Fourth
International and the struggle
for socialism world-wide.

Bob was Socialist Outlook’s

most loyal correspondent, ring-
ing the paper every production
weekend with news of workers’
and anti-racist struggles.

And he was one of the most
determined sellers of the paper.
He played a leading role in So-
cialist Outlook’s anti-racist
commission and never fatled to
attend our national events.

Bob always lived with his

parents until their death several
years ago. As Birmingham
Trades Council president Mick

Rice said at his funeral: ‘Bob
was a single man who made the -

labour movement his family’.
The affection with which he

was held was reflected in the

broad attendance at his funeral,

which included people from the
black and Irish communities,

the Labour party, trade unions,
anti-racist organisations and the

far left.

‘Bob was a model of loyalty,
determination and comrade-
ship. He hated all forms of op-

 pression, and he loathed the

trade umion and Labour bureau-

crats who betrayed those fight-

the South African Communist
Party and a leader of the ANC
called on behalf of the TEC for
a moratorium on strikes. Al-
though this was rejected by

“the leadership of the COSATU
- trade union federation, it was

in the context of admitting ‘dif-
ficulty in our attempt to reign

~ in strike action in different
- parts of the country.

* At one of his last election
rallies Nelson Mandela de-

clared that now that everyone - i

had the right to vote, the need
for mass action no longer ex-
isted. o

On the eve of the elections
it is clear that the government
will face a honeymoon pe-

‘riod. How long it lasts will de-
~ pend on whether it delivers

on its promised social pro-
grammes and how its re-
sponds to independent mass

‘activities.

Bob Smith: 28 May memorial meeting is planned

ing it.

While any form of sectarian
‘rancour was alientohim, he was

‘a fierce partisan of Socialist
Outlook and the Fourth Interna-
tional. ' |

Speaking at his funeral for
the Socialist Outlook editorial
board, Phil Hearse said: ‘Bob
did his duty by his comrades, he
did his duty by his organisation,

‘he did his duty by his union, and
most important he did his duty
by his class. And we won’t for-

- gethim’.

* A memorial meeting for
Bob will be held in Bir-
'mingham on May 28. Plans
for a London memorial
meeting will be announced

- shortly.
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- South Africa - the

dream and the realit

IT HAS ALL GONE like clock-
work, hitting the schedule decided
by de Klerk and Mandela - elec-
tions before the end of April 1994
- almost to the minute. With the
ANC getting 62.5 per cent of the
vote, the final destruction of apart-
heid has been confirmed.

The black masses have a sense of

enormous victory. Certainly the elec-
tion result, with the ANC getting
more than six times the vote of
Inkatha (and that on an Inkatha vote
in KwaZulu that was almost certainly
fiddled), reveals the real relationship
of forces in the country.

The elections produced an enor-
mous polarisation, with the votes of
most minor parties collapsing either
into the ANC or the National Party.
Many of the votes of the Cape-based
Democrats, long-time party of liberal
English-speaking whites, went In
both directions - the more radical to
the ANC, the more conservative to
the National Party (NP).

‘Useful’ vote

The radical wing of the liberation
movement - the Pan Africanist Con-
gress, black consciousness and left-
wing organisations, saw their votes
flee to the ANC as the black masses
cast a ‘useful’ vote to ensure the
crushing victory of the main libera-
tion movement. |

Only a small percentage of whites
voted for the extreme right wing,
most preferring a ‘realistic’ vote for
the National Party, in an attempt to
limit the victory of the ANC.

De Klerk’s NP did a clever job of
reinventing itself as a ‘non-racial’
party, exploiting fears among the col-
oured population in the Western
Cape that an ANC victory would
threaten the minor privileges they see
themselves as having. But even this

clever NP Houdini act couldn’t pre-
vent an ANC landslide. |

Is this really an enormous victory

for black South Africans? And what
will happen now? At the immediate
level of the destruction of old-style
apartheid, then of course the election
represents a tremendous victory, the
culmination of decades of struggle.

Ungovernable

If the transition to the post-apart-
heid order has been finally sanc-
tioned by the South African
bourgeoisie and international capital,
its origins lie in the fact that since the
1976 Soweto uprising, South Africa
has been made ungovernable by the

most heroic mass struggle, costing

many thousands of lives.
In a declining economy in the mid-

~dle of a world recession, the mainte-

*

3> Y

nance of the old system was
impossible. However at the level of

‘the immediate needs and aspirations

of the black masses, then a decisive
victory will be much-inbfe difficultto
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Reformists: Nelson Mandela with former Labour Party leader Neil Kinnock in Stockholm

achieve.

For the many millions of black
workers, unemployed and rural la-
bourers who ensured the ANC walk-
over need not just the right to travel

- on the same buses as white people, or

- 1f they can afford it - live in the same
areas as white people. They need
jobs, homes, education and an end to
the mags unemployment and squalor
which is the lot of many millions. Can
the government of national unity en-
sure this?

South Africa 1s an enormously
wealthy country. But itis adependent
capitalist country, with vast dispari-
ties of wealth, more or less overlap-
ping racial boundaries.

To ensure jobs and houses it needs
a reconstruction programme pre-
pared to break with the prerogatives
of capital - to bring key sectors of
industry under social control to en-
sure genuine national planning, to re-
distribute wealth, to generate a
massive literacy, job-creation and

- - .-
“The new government is a bourgeois government,

It 1s a government with which inter-
national capital will be happy to do
business. |

Enormous pressure will now be
put on the trade union movement to
accept a social pact for reconstruc-
tion. Hundreds of ‘advisors’ from the
international trade union bureauc-
racy have descended on South Af-
rica, precisely to help ensure trade
union co-operation with the recon-
struction programme.

The lessons of the transition to
black majority rule in 1980 in Zim-
babwe have to be learned. There an
armed guerrilla movement, Robert
Mugabe’s ZANU, took power with-
out the impediment of a coalition
with a party based on whites.

Immediately after the election vic-
tory in early 1980, an enormous
strike movement rose up to press the
demands of black workers. It was
repressed and deteated. A capitalist
government subordinate to interna-
tional imperialism was consolidated.

‘preparing to administer a capitalist economy, and with
which international capital will be happy to do business. In
no sense is it a workers’ or socialist government.”

4 -

house-building programme.

There must be grave scepticism
about whether the government of na-
tional unity can deliver these things -
and for obvious reasons.

The destruction of old-style apart-
heid cannot blind us to class catego-
ries and class realities. The new
government 1s a bourgeois govern-
ment, preparing to administer a capi-
talist economy - in no sense is it a
workers’ or socialist government.-

It 1s a government in which control
of the key finance ministry will be in
the hands of the NP, and which has
already pledged to the IMF and
World Bank that it will be a paragon

of financial orthodoxy and rectitude, .
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This 1s what the South African bour-
geoisie and international imperialism
have in mind for South Africa.

As the article in this issue by Mark
Shotter shows, the expectations of
the black masses are enormous. They
are certain to mobilise for their own
demands, and this will inevitably
bring them into conflict with the new
government. In this situation there
will be enormous conflicts and de-
bates 1n the base of the ANC and in
the trade union movement.

A big question mark now'hangs.

over the future of the South African
Communist Party (SACP). Its his-
toric leader, Joe Slovo, is akey archi-

tect, of the power-sharing

£ ¥ ¢ i « & 2 2 A . & £ -,

-» + - ‘v w - -~ Er
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government. The controlling leader-
ship group 1s heading towards social
democracy at a rate of knots, leading
to major debates in the SACP ranks,

‘with sections of the base demanding

a tougher anti-capitalist line. =

A lot will depend on the political
struggle in the unions. What is des-
perately needed is a fight for class
independence - an absolute refusal to
sign any pact with the power-sharing
government. |

Popular mandate

In the short term the government
has an enormous legitimacy and
popular mandate which it will not be
possible to challenge. But the mass
movement needs to develop its own
organisations and demands. It needs
popular mobilisation to demand the
jobs and houses which the black
masses want. The independence of
the mass movement must be topped
otf by building a mass workers party.

In the end, the struggle in South
Africa has combined a struggle
against two deeply-interconnected,
but not identical, oppressions. These
are the formal structures of apartheid,
with 1ts legal exclusions of the non-
white masses from whole areas of
life, but also the deep structures of
racial capitalism.

Those structures, with their de
facto exclusion of the non-white
masses from real social power and
wealth, are deeply inter-twined with
class oppression, and they survive
after the ANC’s electoral victory.

For those who doubt this analysis,
there will be, in the coming months
and years, precise tests: whether or
not the basic social needs of millions
of non-whites are met, and whether
‘reconstruction’ really aids the poor
and the oppressed. -

Those who put uncritical faith in
Mandela, who represents the most
conservative trends in the liberation
movement, are due for a rude awak-
ening.
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Election
turn-around
in Tower
- Hamlets
Above:
Labour
celebrates.
Right:
Defeated
BNP nazis.

By Paul Clarke

- THE DEPTH of the Tory hu-
miliation in the local elec-
tions is revealed by the
figure - more than 800
seats lost, only 15 coun-

cils won out of 189 con-

tested.
Projections for June’s Euro-

pean elections give the To-
ries as few as 12 seats
against 54 for Labour and 14
for the Liberal Democrats.

Up and down the country
defeated Tory mayors are
screaming blue murder; Ma-
jor will be replaced, the only
question is when.

Evidently the vote reflected
mass anger with Tory policies
- higher taxes, the attack on
the NHS and the rest of the
welfare state and the chronic
failure to get out of recession

- and mass unemployment.

All these failures would
have meant a bad result for
the Tories, but what made
their defeat so crushing was
the chronic disunity in the
Tory party over Europe. This
is an historic divide in the
Conservative party; and in the
run-up to European elections
it is disastrous.

Beyond the expected rebuff
for the Tories there are impor-
tant factors to note from the
results.

The main gainer in terms
of seats were the Liberal
Democrats. Three factors
come into play here. First,
they were starting from a low
point - during the 1990 local
elections the Lib Dems were
still suffering the fall-out from
the collapse of the Alliance
and the Liberal-SDP merger.
Labour was starting from a
high-tide in local government
but still increased its vote by
three per cent.

LOCAL

ELECTIONS

The Lib Dems won seats
heavily in rural and prosper-
ous southern areas where dis-
affected Tories naturally turn
to them rather than to Labour.
However, the Liberals made
progress in some inner-city
Labour-controlled boroughs,
where the right-wing has im-
posed harsh cuts policies and
witch-hunted the left.

This was the case in Lam-
beth, where there is now no
overall control, and Islington
where the Lib Dems now have
14 seats. Thus the Liberals
were generally ahle to make

R
s

gains against those in power,
whether Tory or Labour. |

Against the trend of Liberal
Demaocrats gains they lost
Tower Hamlets to Labour fol-
lowing the scandal over Lib
Dem racism. While BNP coun-
cillor Derek Beackon was
thankfully defeated and the
threat that the fascists could
win three seats on the Isle of
Dogs never materialised, this
doesn’t mean that the BNP
have gone away.

In fact their
votes went up, and
they got 10,000
votes overall in the
East End. The La-
bour victory and
the defeat of the
BNP and racist Lib-
eral councillors
was won by the mo-
bilisation of local
anti-racists and the
labour movement, in particu-
lar security measures taken
to ensure that Asians could
vote without racist attack.

After the local elections
the Tories are a chronically
divided and weak govern-
ment. They will now, sooner
or later, be forced into an-
other humiliating change of
leader.

The whole labour move-
ment must now campaign for
a general election to force
the Tories out.

Labour councils
celebrate with
boot Into unions

CAMDEN'S re-elected Labour
counct! is going to celebrate
its victory by sacking all its
staff - most of whom probably

voted Labour.
Years of accommodating to

Tory attacks onlocai government

- are now being topped off by a

ruthless attack on working con-
ditions and an attempt to under-
mine union power.

Camden will dismiss its work-
ers and re-employ them on new
contracts, scrapping some holi-
day entitlements, sickness leave
and other rights such as a 35-
hour week.

Under the new contract staff
will return to a 36-hour week for
the same pay. This will mean a
three per cent pay cut for part
time workers.

This move comes after nearly
two years of utilising a ‘two-tier’

system, where new members of
staff were forced to sign con-
tracts with much worse condi-
tions than those already
negotiated with iocal unions.
Camden wili also continue its ‘re-
structuring’ process - in other
words carry through more com-
pulsory redundancies.

The logic behind Camden’s
move IS instructive. Without
fewer staff and worse working
conditions the council cannot
compete with its in-house serv-
ices during compulsory com-
petitive tendering exercises.

Camden may be at the cutting
edge of this new attack on the
working conditions of local
authority staff; but with stronger
right-wing contingents in many
Labour councils, other local
authorities in London and be-
yond seem set to follow suit.

Suicidal Labour
lets In Liberals

By former Lambeth

'Labour councillor
Greg Tucker

DESPITE Labour gains

from the Tories across the
country, where Labour ran
councils they often lost seats
to the Liberal Democrats

‘particularly in inner London.

Nowhere was this more
marked than in Lambeth where
Labour lost control in the worst
election results for over 25
years. o

The results were the culmina-
tion of three years of attacks on
the local CLPs by the Labour
Party nationally and on council
workers by the Labour group. In
order to tame the left in the party
and the unions Labour effec-
tively committed suicide.

The Liberal Democrats made
massive gains winning the most
votes in two of the three (Labour
held) parliamentary constituen-
cies; Labour being pushed into
third place in Streatham.

Whilst Tory voters stayed at
home, many Labour supporters
from council estates switched to
the Liberal Democrats in protest
at the council’s failure to deliver
a repairs service. |

Labour’s campaign was aw-
ful, campaigners were few on
the ground and the central or-
ganisation was incompetent,
The national party imposed
manifesto, this time based on a
theme of ‘support our new
team’, explicitly attacked the
previous Labour councillors
and derided council services
and workers.

All this strategy for failure
did was validate the criticisms
of the council made by the Lib-
eral Democrats instead of put-
ting the blame where it was

of Tory policies from central
government.

Much was made of reports of
‘corruption’. Though the main
evidence of this has been ac-
counting methods common to
most local authorities.

All three parties united to
blame Labour councillors for
this ‘corruption’ making it the
excuse for a failure to deliver
housing repairs.

The service had broken down
but mainly because of massive
privatisation recently forced
through by the Labour group on
the instruction of the party na-
tionally.

We have warned throughout
the witch-hunt against us that
electoral defeat would be the
inevitable consequence.

In previous elections the plat-
form has always been opposi-
tion to the Tories with Labour
winning in 1986 1n the after-
math of ratecapping on a plat-
form of defence of jobs and
services; in 1990 on a platform
of confronting the Poll Tax.

In the wake of ten years of
struggle against the Torles La-
bour won all three parliamen-
tary seats in 1992 gaining
Streatham from the Tories.

It appears for some on the
right, both locally and nation-
ally, that losing control of Lam-
beth council was a price worth
paying if it helped smash the
left.

We now face an uphill task of
keeping the ‘new team’ of La-
bour councillors from doing
further damage to Labour’s
credibility by doing deals with
the other parties on the council,
of rebuilding the local parties in
the face of further attacks from
the right trying to blame us for
their failures whilst having to
defend council services and
workers’ jobs abandoned by
[.abour’s leaders.

required — with the imposition




Close down
Campsfield
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OVER ANY 12-month mon for black people to be i
period, more than 10,000 ftgsped :nd talk(;ant into dctfls ._ ]
people go through the DRy, UG OV GRRINS R - @ 3
immigration detention se"e.’;' days ':l.'“fv °a“'f'°" . ‘“;;g%”?»ﬁ £
system as Britain tightens ~ {yor T P00 . r
up its immigration and The situation of detainees e . y
asylum policies aspart of 35 Campsfield and other pris- ' . !
‘Fortress Europe’. ons and detention centres is L i
Nowhere is more symbolic  often harrowing. People can . i

of this state racism than the be locked up for anything L i
purpose-built detention cen- from a few days to 18
tre at Kidlington, near Oxford.  months.
Opened last December, the Often no one knows where
purpose behind Gampstield they are, and the detainees, Campfield detainees cheer on protestors outside the Kidlington centre
was dramatically revealed many of who do not speak ) |
when hundreds of Jamaican English, have little informa- movement for opposition to takes place exactly six range of organisations includ-
visitors were detained over tion of how their case is pro- racist immigration controls months after the opening of ing ARA, Southern Region
Christmas, most of them be- gressing or when they are and asylum laws. Campsfield. Support has al- UNISON, South East Region i
ing taken straight from the air-  Jikely to be released. The June 4 demonstration ready come from a wide TUC and Oxford TUC. | i

port to Kidlington. |

Since 1988 the number of
people deported from Britain
has doubled to more than
5000 a year. Mass arrests of
‘illegal’ immigrants are being
compounded by harsh new
measures against asylum
seekers.

Asylum seekers already in
the country are now automat-
ically treated as ‘illegal en-
trants’ and liable to be
detained. |

Suspicion of ‘overstaying’
is being used as the new
‘Sus’ law. It is now very com-

Hunger strikes

In March detainees in sev-
eral centres went on hunger
strike in protest against these
conditions. The detainees are

‘Britain’s forgotten prisoners.

Over the past two years we
have seen a big rise in the
fight against fascism and rac-
Ist attacks. This is as it
should be. But that work must
be complemented by confront-
ing state racism and by taking
up the difficult fight of win-
ning support in the labour

r

SOCIALISM

and FULL
EMPLOYMENTI

Conference called by SOCIALIST
CAMPAIGN GROUP NETWORK

| MANCHESTER Town Hall

Speakers include

| Saturday JUNE 11, 11am-5pm

nis Skinner . Dawn Primarolo

Workshops on

® Strategies for defending jobs

® Creating jobs

I ® Welfare cuts and the une mployed

DEMONSTRATE for Britain’s
i

Forgotten Prisoners

JUNE 4, 1994

~ ASSEMBLE 1pm Exeter Hall, Kidlington
(feeder march leaves St Giles, Oxford at 10.30am)
MARCH to rally 2pm af the gates of CAMPSFIELD detention centre

SPEAKERS include JEREMY CORBYN MP, MARC WADSWORTH (ARA),
BOB PURKISS, chair TUC race relations committee, MOHAMMED IDRISH

STOP the detentions and deportations!

By Helen Shaw

AS LABOUR councillors
across the country emerge
from the ‘euphoria’ of the
election results and begin to

local government legislation

come two timely conferences
for Labour activists.

The call has come from two
camps to renew the struggle for
socialist policies in the Labour
party. The Socialist Campaign

conference.

The platform for the confer-
ence calls for Labour to present
‘a radical socialist alternative to
15 years of free market stagna-
tion’ to the electorate at the next
general election.

o
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Asylum is a human right!
e

' Tribune conference
to ‘rock the boat’

the role of the left within the
Labour Party; the regeneration
of the Labour Party, a return to
full employment and the future
of the weltare state.

In addition to Edmonds the
conference speakers are Peter

Hain MP, Michael Meacher

This is an opportunity for the
left to argue for those breaking
from the new realist bloc to turn
their fighting words into action.

- ‘We must begin the fight now
to defend the welfare state and
return to full employment by
supporting all those public sec-
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[ grapple with the reality of MP, Dawn Primarolo MP, Alan |
trying to deliver adequate Simpson MP. Rocer Berrv MP
NT B H Arth - o : p , Roger Berry
I A r Soarglii S Den services n the grip of Tory and John Prescott MP. |

Group Network Conference on t vers in local oy ‘_
Full EmploymentonJune 11 be- OF WOIRCIS 1i1 fotal govermn- -
I . Une mploy ment and the defe nce in- gins the%rgcess. ment, the NHS, education and !
I dustry On June 25 Tribune hosts the .:f the civil service who continue to
| ‘What’s Left Summer Confer- bear the brunt of Tory attacks.
I ® Global unemployment ence’ at Conway Hall, Red Lion Edmonds will attend conference Activists in the Labour Party
Square, London. The conference aims to pro- W1l be reinvigorated in the
I Registration and annual Network membership In a marked break with the mote ‘political debate at all lev- wake of the local and European

election results and these two

‘shut up, don’t rock the boat,
wait for a Labour government’
new. realist school of thought,

John Edmonds General Secre-
tary of the GMB will address the

els because the regeneration of
the Party is a primarily political
not merely and organisational
process’.

The topics for debate will be:

l
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I
£10/£5. Further details and credentials from I
I SCG Network, 3, Blades House, Kennmgton Oval -_i

conferences present a welcome
opportunity to begin a fight for
socialist policies in the run up to
the general election.

London SE11 5TW
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Tough fight faces

left a

t UNISON

conference

By Doug Thorpe,

Islington UNISON
‘A’ branch

HIGH ON the agenda of the
first ever conference of UNI-
SON, Britain’s biggest un-
ion formed from the merger
of NUPE, NALGO and CO-
HSE, will be how to oppose
the government’s public sec-

“tor pay freeze.

But the union leadership will
put to the conference, which
meets in Bournemouth from
May 15-18, a toothless cam-
paign lacking any definite com-

mitment to action.

~ The leadership will face a se-
ries of opposition motions, but
the most militant of these, call-
ing for immediate ballots and an
all-out strike will almost cer-

tainly be lost.

While the NEC hopes to
compostte all other motions into
a single resolution on their own
do-nothing policy, it 1s impor-
tant that a third position - that of
starting the campaign with a
one-day strike - is debated sepa-
rately, since this has a real

chance of being carried.

A one-day strike will not end
the wage freeze, but would act
as a rallying and mobilising
point fo the whole public sector.

Pay cannot be separated as an
issue from cuts 1n local govern-
ment and other services. There
is a real danger of the union

leaders accepting pay deals
which appear to bust the gov-
ernment’ s pay freeze, but which
are in reality underfunded.

This would leave local
branches open to a situation
where employers traded in-
creased pay for jobs, with no
prospect of any national action
to back up a fightback on the
jgbs 1SSuc.

Thus any pay campaign must
include a fight for more funding
to the public sector.

A key executive argument
against strike action is that it
would be illegal. The recent rul-
ing that a proposed NATFHE
strike was unlawful, because
the union couldn’t identify pre-
cisely the names and addresses
of all its members within an ac-
curacy of 10, makes it virtually
impossible for a union claiming
1.4 million -members ever to
have a legal strike.

Key debate

Far from being a reason not
to have a strike, such outra-
geous court judgements can
only be challenged by overturn-
ing them 1n practice. The issue
of the antt union laws seems
therefore certain to emerge as a
key conference debate.

Apart from pay, the two is-
sues with most motions on the
agenda are anti-facism/racism
and the union’s national rules.

UNISON’s compositing
committee has tried to reduce
the debate on anti-racism to the
question of affiliation to the

Anti-Nazi League. But there re-
mains a separate group of reso-
lutions about immigration
controls, including an amend-
ment calling on UNISON to
join the campaign against the
Campsfield detention centre.

Opposing racism cannot be
reduced to fighting fascism on
the streets. The issue of fighting
state racism must also be given
prominence by the labour
movement, and the immigra-
tion controls debate gives an
opportunity to highlight this
question.

Rule changes

Rule changes - generally a
signal for the conference hall to
empty in favour of shopping ex-
peditions - are central to this
year’s conference, with 108
motions tabled.

This is the first conference of
the merged union and there has
never been a sertous opportu-
nity to debate out these issues.

Unfortunately, what is likely
to let the leadership off the hook
on many issues is the disorgan-
isation of the left. -

While this may be to some
extent unavoidable in a newly
merged union, it 1S com-
pounded by crass sectarianism.

'The SWP have called a meet-
ing to organise against the pay
freeze, but have regrettably
called it for after the pay debate
on the conference floor; more-
over it clashes directly with the
meeting called by the London
Campaign for aFighting Demo-
cratic UNISON, which aims to
co-ordinate left activists and re-

‘gional caucuses around the
themes of fighting for national

action and democracy in the un-
10mn. |
~Attempts to bring these two

meetings together have foun-

dered on the SWP’s insistence
on a rally-type meeting dealing
only with pay. Activists seri-
ously interested in building a
democratic left in UNISON
should attend the meeting

“called by the London CDFU
and other regional caucuses.

Left under

By Steve Smith

_ (NUJ Left treasurer
- personal capacity)

THIS YEAR'S annual confer-
ence (ADM) of the National

Union of Journalists (May 13-

15) takes place after another
year of, at best, passive resis-
tance to the onslaught of me-

dia management.

While the employers’ offen-
sive over union de-recognition
and multi-skilling to cut jobs
continues to make heavy inroads
into rank-and-file confidence,
the Acorn House bureaucrats

have been more interested in -

spending their high-salaried
time devising ways to smash the
NUJ Left. |

A ‘business’-style streamlin-
ing of the lay national executive
has handed more power to full-
timers, who continue to make
menacing threats to the union
branch structure.

infamously the union’s full-
time staff have been raiding the
strike fund to pay the union’s

&1 siege in NUJ

day-to-day expenses, despite
explicit instructions from last
year's conference not to.

The NUJ has long had a policy
on paper of opposing the anti-
union laws, but the union’s right
wing/soft left leadership coali-
tion has blocked any attempt to
build support for a fightback
based on concerted industrial
action and the defiance of the
union laws that flows from this.

Fighting Fund

At this year's conference left
activists will be at the forefront
of a fight to safeguard the un-
ion’s strike fund from further bu-
reaucratic raids.

The left will also give support
to journalists denying access to
the media to fascists, but argu-
ing for NUJ support for the re-
cently-launched Media Workers
against the Nazis’ ‘no platform’
initiative. .

Socialist Outlook supporters
will continue to argue for an
open and democratic broad left
to maximise the potential of
rank-and-file opposition to the
Acorn House bureaucrats.

"WRP in new

- Bosnia fiasco

By Bill Peters

THE GROTESQUE opportun-

~ism of the Workers Revolu-

tionary Party’s ‘Workers
Aid for Bosnia’ campaign
has emerged again follow-
ing their recent convoy to
Tuzla.

Starting with silly claims
that they would mobilise

1,000 lorries, later reduced to -

200, they eventually took 33

- lorries to Tuzla last month -

on the face of it a very credit-
able achievement.

When they arrived in Tuzla,
however, 28 out of the 33 lor-
ries refused to take their aid
to the miners union - or any
other union or destination de-
cided by the organisers. In-
stead they took their aid to
their own destinations - in-
cluding the private market!

Most of the lorries had at-
tached themselves to the con-
voy simply as a means of
getting through, and wanted
nothing to with a working
class or trade union based in-
itiative at all. This has caused
considerable confusion
amongst those in Tuzla who
have heen waiting for an aid
convoy to the unions.

This gross opportunism has
been endemic with the WRP
campaign from the outset,
when they included people
who had not just a different
political agenda hut were hos-
tile to the politics of the cam-
paign. In some cases people
from the convoy denounced
the politics of the campaign at

public meetings. )

‘This latest development,
however, is far worse. The
WRP are campaigning in the
trade unions in Britain on a
the fraudulent basis that the
convoy is a lahour movement
hased initiative, when in real-
ity the bulk of its ‘support’ is
nothing of the sort.

This is not surprising, how-
ever, given the way the WRP
has operated in the campaign
from the outset. |

They split the unified Bos-
nia campaign in October by re-
fusing to allow it to have a
democratic structure and by
hijacking it for their own im-
possible campaign to ‘open

‘the northern route to Tuzia’.

This is the Breko pass, the
main route into Serbia from
western Bosnia and the most
sensitive bit of territory under
Serb occupation.

The idea that the route
could be opened up by an aid
convoy was at hest cranky, at
worst a call for UN interven-
tion. 1t is now likely to be the
next military flash point in
Bosnia as the Serbs move to
make it wider. |

Having denounced IWA for
using (and getting through) on
the southern route, the WRP
themselves then used it to get
their own convoy through.

Amazingly, however, they
continue to campaign to open
the northern route. Even the
articie in Workers Press which
reported that the bulk of their
convoy had failed to reach the
unions was headed ‘Open
The Northern Route’.

The labour movement
should have nothing to do
with this fraudulent campaign.
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- By Brian Smart

HUNDREDS of people
gathered in Paris last
weekend at a conference
organised by United Action
against Unemplioyment to
take forward the growing
campaign for a 35-hour
week with no loss of pay.
As the conference took
s place a five-prong march
' against unemgployment was
continuing to Paris, in prepa-
g ‘ration for the central Paris
demonstration on 29 May in
which tens of thousands of
peopie are expected to take
part.

At the conference the or-
ganisers announced that

Xt et R sV A IR A . )

54,000 signatures from trade
unionists have now bheen gath-
ered in support of the 35-hour
week, no loss of pay, pro-
posal. Each of the main trade
union federations, the CGT,
CFDT and Force Ouvriere was
represented on the platform.
Discussion at the confer-
ence reflected concern at the
lack of campaigning against
flexible hours of work which
is being rapidly introduced.
Conference organisers ar-
gued that while this could he-
come a theme of the
campaign, the central issue
of work sharing with no loss
of pay should not be dropped.
One negative feature was
the explanation by a speaker
from Air France that the vic-
tory won by the workers last
autumn was turning into de-

ing of a Europe-wide cam- behind CGT ban- -
paign. ners, the largest -~

The day after the confer- contingent of any po- B
ence about 20,000 people litical organisation -
demonstrated on the May Day  was that of the -
demonstration organised by  Ligue Communiste z

- the CGT federation.
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Paris conference calls for
- European 35-hour campalg

feat. | may day demonstra-
tions, in Paris the
two main federa-
tions, the CGT and
CFDT could not

While management had
temporarily withdrawn their
restructuring plan, union offi-
cials have become disunited
over management’s tacticsof  agree a joint cele-
approaching workers individu-  bration of interna-
ally. tional workers day,

The conference heard that  and no CFDT ban-
the only other countryin ners were to be
which the 35-week campaign seen.
had started in earnest was Given that Com-
Spain and a resolution was munist Party mem-
passed calling for the launch-  bers marched
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| Revolutionnaire, the

While in other parts of the French section of
country a big step forward the Fourth Interna-
was taken by holding united tional.
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IndoneS|an workers hit back

By K. Govindan

MARSINAH was a leading
activist in a strike in May
1993 at a watch-making fac-
tory in Surabaya. A few days
later the factory owner was

forced to make some conces-
sions to the workers.

The district military com-

mand stepped in, interrogating
the activists and then firing
them. Marsinah was last seen
alive on that day.

Her body was later found
bearing signs of torture and
rape. Marsinah was just 25
years old.

Marsinah’s case has become
a cause célébre to the young
movement for independent
trade anions free from state and
military control.

Recent strikes and demon-
strations in Medan have been
led by the unofficial Indonesian
Labour Welfare Union (SBSI).
It has 87 branches throughout
and a membership of 250,000.

While its activists and lead-
ers are constantly under state
and military harassment, the
SBSI has been tolerated for fear
of foreign - especially US -
trade sanctions.

When the Medan protests de-
generated into an anti-Chinese
riot, the government used that
pretext to ban the union. Omi-
nously, the Interior Ministry
satd it was up to the military to
enforce the banning order.
Many fear that the military
would rake similar action to the
1965 massacres to suppress la-
bour militancy.

There 1s only one legal trade
union, the All Indonesia Work-
ers Union (SPSI), whichiscom-
- pletely discredited. It is led by
~ bureaucrats from the ruling

Golkar party, retired military
officers and even businessmen!
Its only role 1s to suppress any
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action are the low wages paid
and blatant use of the military to
frighten workers into accepting
the Government decreed mini-
mum wage of Rp. 3,800 (£1).

Indonesia’s deteriorating
economic situation makes this
an 1mpossible amount to live
on. According to the SBSI,
many companies evade even
this wage, and one of their key
demands is a Rp. 7,000 mini-
mum wage.

Oil is Indonesia’s main reve-
nue earner, and its market price
has slumped. Meanwhile the di-
versification into labour-inten-
sive manufacturing like toys,
footwear, textiles and electronic

goods has been hit by the global |

recession and rising protection-
ism from its Western markets.

As foreign capital owns
much of this new investment
and profits are drained away
from Indonesia through devices
like royalties, transfer pricing,
and tax-breaks, Indonesia sees
these industries not as revenue
earners but as a means to ‘soak
up’ unemployed workers.

An estimated 29 million peo-
ple are without jobs and each
year 2.4 million people join the
work-force.

It is the rate of exploitation in
Indonesia which causes the
greatest misery. At one shoe
factory the top management sal-
ary 1s between 150 and 220
ttmes that of an ordinary

TIOVANO R

worker.
& The American
SERE footwear giant,
B Recbok, sells a
g8 pair of its shoes
s e for $79 in the US.
SR Of that value it
S pays an Indone-

P sian worker just

B $1.
I8 In January the
-e'f govemment said
; 1t was annulhng
legltlmlses mili-

tary interference in labour dis-
putes. This was a concession to
the Clinton administration
which has thrcatened to with-
draw loan and trade privileges

if Indonesia doesn’t improve its
labour record.

However the respected Indo-
nesian Legal Aid Foundation
has identified a loophole in the
new decree which allows the
military security agency Bakor-
stanas a role 1n labour disputes.

The US government an-

_nounced that it was postponing

a decision on loan and trade is-
sues until August 1994. But
freedom of association remains
a dream for most workers. So

.much for ‘pro-labour’ Clinton.

A solidarity committee to
campaign for a public inquiry
into Marsinah’s death has been
formed by women’s, students’

~ and activist groups. There is no

doubt that the military was re-

sponsible.
‘In many strikes the slogan
~ ‘Continue Maisinah’s struggle’
can be found. There must be
renewed international pressure
to defend the rights of workers
to free and independent unions.
Above all there must be nomore
- sacrifices like Marsinah’s.

B Please send messages de-
manding SBSI’s unban-
ning to General Yogie S.
Memed, Minister of the In-
terior, JI. Medan Merdeka
Utara No. 7, Central
Jakarta, Indonesia. Fax:
+62-21 323 577.

We proudly announce bur

Analysing
RACISM &

FASC

4 SUMMER SCHOOL 1994
Aberystwyth,

FIVE DAYS of study,
discussion and fun.
Plenary sessions will draw
lessons from

@ ITALY: Mussolini’s march
from social democracy to
fascism

@ Revolution and
counter-revolution in SPAIN
® Germany: the fight for
the united front.

® Fascism TODAY.

@® RACISM in Fortress
Europe

‘August 25-29

RESIDENTIAL school with en-suite rooms, within
200 yards of LECTURES and WORKSHOPS, as
well as the vital BAR, CRECHE, and FREE SPORTS
facilities. £80 waged, £30 unwaged. £20/£7.50
deposit secures a place. Write to

Socialist Outiook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.

- Plus workshops, and

additional themes:

@® Marxism and the
National Question.

® Women’s Liberation..
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