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Blrmlngham Campalgn
or public services

by Bob Whitehead

A ‘COMMUNITY Conference’
is planned for October 22 at
Birmingham Union Club. It
seeks to unite providers and
users of public services in a
campaign of resistance to
further government cuts.

Tens of millions have been
taken from the City Councii by

central government over the last
fifteen years. Attacks on local
democracy and on the work-
force, through compulsory
competitive tendering, have
continued relentlessly. Despite
current government weakness,
more are threatened.

It is high time to re-create a

spirit of resistance: the best way
IS to build unity.
Sponsorship has already
come from UCATT, UNISON,
NUJ and the NUT. Several La-
bour Party wards have added
support and more are expected.
If the Trades Counciland District
L abour Party agree sponsorship

the local labour movement can

really swing behind this confer-
ence.

So far the focus for the cam- '

paign has been council services,
but the last planning meeting de-
cided to widen the scope of the
conference to include the crisis
inthe local NHS. Residents, pen-
sioners, community groups and
the voluntary sector are being
contacted.

Of course only widespread in-
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dustrial action can halt attacks
on public services. But the pros-
pect of such action is brought
closer by uniting all those on the
receiving end of Tory policy. It
will help cut into the divide and
rule policies of CCT, ‘purchas-
ers’, ‘sellers’ and ‘charters’, ai-
lied to new management
techniques.

The Community Conference
initiative originated from Bir-

“mingham Socialist Campaign
Group but the intention is for it -

to take on a life of its own as a
democratic, united and dynamic
body.

B Planning meetings are on
the third Wednesday of the
month, except for June, which
will be on the 8th at 7.30pm in
the Union Club.

Plt camp protest

by Steve Hall,
President Leigh,

Atherton and
Tyldesley TUC

AT 8am on Wednesday May
18 thirty bailiffs and 250 po-

lice evicted protesters from

Parkside pit camp in New-
ton-le-Willows.

Hammers and crowbars were

used to break down the door of

a porta-cabin and forcibly eject
three members of Lancashire
Women Against Pit Closures
barricaded inside. |
Although only non-violent
resistance was offered two male
pit camp supporters, not even on
the site, were arrested on spuri-

- ous charges of obstruction.

A 100 yard long, six foot high
steel fence has been erected at
the pit entrance to prevent pro-
testors regaining access.

The assault came as no sur-

efies bailiffs

prise since British Coal had won

its court application for re-pos-
session twelve days previously.
The protesters had subsequently
received visits from bailiffs and
police asking them to leave the
site.

Police had suggested depar-
ture coincide with a ‘final’ rally
so the women could ‘bow out 1n
glory’ but the response was al-
ways ‘we are not going away .
Some have even indicated will-
ingness to go to prison to pursue
the fight!

Minor charges

The police have made no
moves against Sylvia Pye — Na-

‘tional Chair of WAPC and the

only person named in the repos-
session order — or any of the
other women. Only relatively
minor charges are being pressed
against the two men.

BC and the police want to
down-play the affair to avoid
adding fuel to the fire. This

would only focus attentionon a

protest which has, for twelve
months, prevented BC from fill-
ing in shafts and demolishing
Parkside’s headgear.

BC’s attempt to ‘exorcise’
the pit camp has been a com-
plete failure. ‘Parkside Pit
Camp Mark 2’ is already estab-
lished on the other side of the
road.

It is impossible to convey the
dismay of David Nixon (the
fourth pit manager in the last
twelve months!) when greeted
the following day by the cheery
faces of WAPC members! They
were brewing up less than 50
yards away from the original
site — signalling the fight contin-
ues unabated.

150 people — including Ar-
thur Scargill - joined a rally at
the site on Sunday May 22.

B Further actions are
planned. For details
phone: 0925 221181 or
0942 884763.
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Blmlngham benefit staff ﬁghtlng for jobs bofore the local election

St Helens

by Glenn Voris,

Treasurer $St. Helens
Trades Council

- RECENT JOB losses 1n St.

Helens (700 at Pilkington’s
and 500 at Smith Kline
Beecham) led to two 1000-
strong demonsrations in the
town, and the formation of a
committee involving local
trades unions and the Labour
Party, which decided to or-
ganise a demo and rally in
London, followed by a lobby
of Parliament, on May 25.

Jim Bond, convenor of Pilk-
ington’s AEEU, made himself
coordinator of this March For
Jobs campaign. St. Helens TUC
decided to support the campaign,
which could mobilise the people
of St. Helens and also help to-
wards rebuilding the Trades
Council.

Jamboree

However, serious problems
started to arise as this labour
movement orientated campaign
was diverted into a popular front

jamboree.

Bond, frightened of any left-
wing influence in the campaign,

‘put pressure on a pub landlord to

cancel an SWP meeting with
leading local trades unionists.
Management at Pilkington’s and
Beecham’s saw this as a green
light to intimidate the union
speakers.

The right-wing Labour coun-
cil and many nghtist trade union
leaders supported Bond’s ac-
tions, saying that they didn’t
want the SWP to hijack the cam-
paign.

Any talk of strike action was

Jjobs fight led
Into blind alley

scuppered. The campaign’s sole
effort was to organise an appeal
to the Tories, demanding more
regional aid to create permanent -
jobs —arecipe for disaster. Many

‘trade unions now have little de-

sire to become involved.
Frightened by possible Lib-
eral Democrat advances in the
local elections, the council at
first supported the campaign.
As soon as the electionsended

-without lost seats they virtually

dropped out. Whilst claiming to
support the Beechams workers,
they were secretly discussing
with Beechams management to
turn most of the site into a car

park.

Churches

Jim Bond’s enormous in-
volvement in the Church means
that about a third of the coaches
to the London demo will be filled
from the churches. Many church
leaders, including Archbishops,
will speak at the rally, as will
Liberal David Alton and Tory
Nicholas Winterton.

On a more positive note, Lan-
cashire Women Against Pit Clo-
sures will speak at the rally., and
together with St. Helens TUC
will be on the lobby of Parlia-
ment. The campaign has mobi-
lised large sections of workers in
the town. |

Unfortunately the Beechams
workers have now decided to
give up the fight and accept the
redundancy offer.

Despite the obvious weak-
nesses, St. Helens TUC has been
able to use the campaign to revi-
talise” its organisation, gaining
around 12 new affiliates so far.

B Socialist Forum Meeting,
June 8, 7.30pm, Nags Head
St Helens
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Tory dream would bring
| abour nlghtmare

COMPARED with today’s
Labour activists, the legen-
dary Hobson had plenty of

choice.

None of the established can-
didates regarded as front run-
ners offers any kind of socialist
perspective. Worse, there is a
real threat that the new leader
could herald a new lurch to the
right.

The only significant slrength
of John Smith’s period as leader
was that he brought a welcome
respite from the frenetic witch-
hunting and abandonment of
policies under Kinnock.. |

And though he sought to
stamp his authority on the La-
bour Party by his high- profile
conflict with the unions over as-
pects of One Member One Vote
at last year’s conference, Smith
himself, with his instinctive alli-
ances with the traditional right
wing of the union bureaucracy
has been described by UNI-
SON’s Mr Fixit Tom Sawyer as
‘the best friend the unions have
had’ among recent leaders.

But all this could change.
Barely had Smith’s body began
to cool before Tory news barons
began weighing in with their at-
tempt to promote the candidacy
of their chosen young pretender,
Tony Blair.

This has been linked to ef-
forts to hurry through the elec-
tion process, one aspect of
which would be to minimise de-
bate and consultation inside the
unions.

Euphemistically described as

-~ a ‘moderniser’, a bland term

which has replaced ‘moderate’
as a synonym for right wing,
Blair represents the young, am-
bitious wing of the Labour
movement that i1s most remote

FIVE YEARS on from the
last elections and the so-
called European Union is
no more than a supermar-
ket, a super-bank and a
greedy super-power.

For the continent’s ruling
classes the function of the Un-
ion is clear: dismantie the
Welfare State and wage war
on the working class, youth,
wemen and immigrants.

Our verdict is unanimous:

| eft Imes up against Maastricht

- this Europe is not our Europe.

The up-coming European
elegtions will see left-wing
parties and alliances cam-
paigning for an alternative.

The left will enter the Stras-
bourg parliament in greater
numbers than ever before. At
the heart of their campaigns
is a simple message: Europe
yes - but Maastricht no!

In Germany, the ex-Commu-
nist PDS (Party of Democratic
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O
.....

fen, .
............

Wil Labour get the chance to vote for a left alternative? |

from the unions and hostile to
the party’s historic links with
them.

It was Blair who led the cru-
sade to break Labour from any
commitment to repeal the Tory
anti-union laws.

Now, as Shadow Home Sec-
retary, his chief role has been to
outflank the Thatcherite Mi-
chael Howard, targetting the tra-
ditional Tory ‘law and order’
vote by echoing and then ampli-
fying every reactionary Tory
measure to strengthen police
powers.

This hasecontinued with
Blair’s constipated silence over
the recent announcement of the
routine arming of London’s po-
lice.

But if Blair typifies the social
conservatism of a layer of to-
day’s Labour bureaucrats, his
potential rivals all share an eco-
nomic conservatism which has
left Labour bereft of radical
pohcws on jobs, housmg or liv-
ing standards.

Gordon Brown, Blau"s fel-
low ‘moderniser’, is one of
those most to blame for the
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wretched economic consensus
with the Tories, in which each
party vies for the label of lowest
taxation, ignoring the urgent
need for large-scale public
spending to create new jobs and

‘rebuild the shattered infrastruc-

ture.
Against these two stand the

‘traditionalist’ John Prescott,
and the allegedly ‘left’ wing
Robin Cook (so left wing he
stage- managed the election of
Smith after Kinnock’s resigna-
tion).

Common policy

But Brown, Cook and

Prescott are all recent co-signa-
tories to a common policy docu-
ment pressing for greater
involvement of private capital in
public sector projects. And
Prescott, supposedly the diehard
defender of the union link, was
the one widely credited with
pulling John Smith’s chestnuts
out of the fire in last year’s
OMOY debate.

Despite the eulogies to Smith

as the man who allegedly made
Labour electable, even right

PRI

100,000 demonstated in Brussels against government austerity

Socialism), which, since the
fall of the Berlin Wall, has
emerged as that country’s
principal left-opposition
party, will be fielding a di-
verse list of candidates.
Among them will be a mem-
ber of the left-wing Party of
Communist Refoundation
(PRC) in ltaly.

This marks an encouraging
trend amongst radical parties
and organisations to build
more concrete links - an im-
poriant counter-point to the
existing links between
Europe’s ruling circles.

In the French-speaking re-
gion of Belgium the election

campaign coincides with the -

ar -

A 0N

...................
.....................

wing union leaders such as the
GMB'’s John Edmonds had pub-
licly criticised the Party’s lack
of any clear campaigning
stance, going so far as to support
left initiatives like the coming
Tribune conference.

The main explanation for the
party’s current high rating in the
polls and success in May’s
council elections is not Labour’s
strength but the crisis of John
Major’s scandal-ridden govern-

-ment.

Small wonder, therefore, that
the Tory press should seek now
to ensure that any future Labour
government comes to office

with a ‘safe’ leadership firmly
~ committed to the interests of big

business. In doing so, the press
barons and their apologists are
simply defending their own
class interests. |

But for millions of workers,
low-paid, unemployed, or fac-
ing brutal attacks on their jobs
and working conditions and
trade union rights, the priorities
are very different.

Only a radical, anti-capitalist
programme can tackle the prob-

demands of an important
layer of left trade unionists for
a new organisation, following

financial scandals with the So-

cialist Parly.

The United Left {Gauche
Unies) is the result — an alli-
ance which has the aim of
continuing after the elections
are gver.

In Britain, the crisis of Ma-
jor's government so vividly re-

flected in the council

elections on May 5 seems cer-
tain to herald a new Tory de-
hacle in the Euro-elections.

However the complicity of
Labour’s leadership in pro-
moting the bosses’ Eurape,
and giving credibility to the re-
actionary Maastricht Trealy,
restricts the scope for British
workers to cast an anti-Maas-
tricht vote.

Socialist Outlook calls for a
Labour vote in the Euro elec-
tions not because we endorse

dais.

lems they face: and none of La-
bour’s four front-runners will
offer such a programme.

To allow the creation of a new
right wing ‘consensus’, in
which the minimal differences

between these candidates is re-

garded as the sum total of debate
in the Labour Party, would rep-
resent a further historic defeat
for the left.

That’s why Socialist Outlook
supports calls for the Socialist
Campaign Group to organise an
aliernative candidate.

This also involves exposing
and challenging the bureau-
cratic stitch-up under which any
leadership candidate must be
nominated by minimum of 34
MPs. This rule was clearly in-
tended to gag the hard left and
restrict the possibility of any
challenge to the right wing
status quo.

It is unfortunate that the left
faces almost as many problems
as the right in agreeing a candi-
date with the credibility and cha-
risma to stand for the leadership.

But as the right wing uses the
moratorium on campaigning to
continue its manoeuvres behind
the scenes, it is essential that the
left prepares to fight back —on a
platform of breaking the eco-
nomic consensus, defending the
welfare state, and fighting for
full employment.

This adds to the importance
of the Manchester conference of
the Socialist Campaign Group
Network on June 11. We urge
activists to attend and to press in
their contituencies and trade un-
ions for a political fightback: if
Tony Blair is installed accord-
ing to the Tory plan, it could be
a decade or more before he
could be removed.

Labour’s craven political plat-
form, or the careerist, maoney-
grubbing politicians seeking
to climb aboard the EU gravy

~train, but because it is an-

other opportunity to deal a
biow to John Major’s Tory van-

The path towards a social-
ist united states of Europe lies
not through reformist legisla-
tion passing through the taik-
ing-shop of a Strashourg -
parliament, but through forg-
ing practical links of solidar-
ity and joint campaigning
between trade unions, anti-
racist and anti-fascist groups
across the continent.

The success and Impact of
International Workers Aid for
Bosnia, built from small be-
ginnings, offers a glimpse of
the type of work that can and
miist be done.

Vote Labour: and fight for
internationalism!
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fascist unity. But the more

we talk about unity the less

there is. Not one of the exist-
ing anti-racist organisations
unites all those opposed to
racism and fascism and all
have serious weaknesses.

It would be much better if the

existing anti-racist groups
united in a single organisation,
led by Black people. But at the
moment anti-racist unity will al-
most certainly mean building
local coalitions to campaign
around specific issues.

B The Anti Nazi League is
predominantly a front control-
led by the Socialist Workers
Party.

M Youth Against Racism in
Europe — whilst less sectarian
than ANL - is under the control
of Militant Labour. .

B The Anti-Racist Alliance
has a lot of support amongst
trade unions and in the Black
communities, but refuses to col-
laborate with other organisa-
tions. Its current leadership is
also under attack by Black ac-
tivists for failing to ‘deal with
any of the major issues facing
black communities in the UK”,

Socialist Outlook has long ar-
gued for unity in action against
racist attacks. We have tried to
bring together all those who
. want to oppose racism and fas-
cism. |

Our supporters played an im-
portant role in the Unity Com-
mittee that organised the
successful May Day march

EVERYONE claims tobein
favour of anti-racist and anti- -

Unite the
anti-racist
struggie!

against racism in Manchester.
We have stressed the impor-
tance of the campaign to close
down Campsfield.

Much of the left has ignored
Campsfield. None of the anti-
racist organisations has made it
a central issue. Yet the detention
of large numbers of Jamaicans
over Christmas received wide
publicity and led to protests by
Transport Union leader Bill
Morris. Recent hunger strikes
by Algerian detainees have also
made it a focus.

Campsfield

Campsfield is important be-
cause at present the mam threat
to Black people in Britain, and
elsewhere in Europe, comes
from the racist, capitalist state.

This does not mean we
should ignore fascist activities
and racist street attacks.

We have to insist on the right

of Black people to defend them-
selves from racist attacks, who-
ever the perpetrators. Self
defence is no offence! The la-
bour movement must rally be-
hind black communities which
fight back against racist vio-
lence.

But state racism and street
racism reinforce each other.
State racism legitimates racism
generally. |

Racism is wide-spread
throughout society, including
large sections of the working
class. It will not be defeated just
by actions of minorities.

We have to take anti-racism
into the heart of the labour
movement — as well as amongst
women’s organisations, the les-
bian and gay movement, and
young people — to unite with
Black, Jewish and Irish commu-
nities.

Racism and fascism are not
just moral questions. They di-

vide the working class and make
it more difficult to fight for our
interests.

The roots of racism run deep.
They are not just a response by
backward sections of the work-
ing class to lack of jobs or
houses. But these material con-
ditions undoubtedly fuel racist
responses. It is no accident that
the fascist BNP has been able to
win support in run down areas
like the Isle of Dogs and former
mining communities in the East
Midlands.

The recent TUC march
against racism was a welcome
development. But aslong as the
trade union and Labour Party
leaders refuse to fight to defend
jobs and wages, and fail to
mount campaigns against un-
employment and homelessness,
they help to sustain an environ-
ment in which people turn to the
fascists because they appear to
offer the only radical solutions.

up

Leaflets issued by the Labour
Party in Millwall — despite the
good campaign reported else-
where in this issue — show areal
failure t0 understand the nature
of fascism. They claim ‘Busi-
ness’ will not support the BNP.
This may be true at present but
not always so. In Italy and Ger-
many big business was the main
backer of Mussolini and Hitler.

The working class must mo-
bilise to drive the fascists off the
streets. But that can only be
done by fighting for solutions
that meet the real needs of work-
ing people.

Denunciations of the evils of
racism and fascism — however
well-intentioned - are not
enough. Efforts to unite the anti-
racist struggle must be stepped

A useful first step wouldbe a -
united campaign to defeat BNP
leader John Tyndall in the Dagen-
ham by-election on June 9.

Kick racism out of football

by David Thomas

IN 1993 the Commission
for Racial Equality and the
Professional Foothallers
Association launched the
L ets Kick Racism Out Of

Football Campaign.

Press conferences, articles
in match-day programmes
and the decision by clubs to
ban and support the prosecu-
tion of ‘fans’ responsibie for
racist behaviour was wel-
come.

However the recent First Di-
vision play off game between

Miliwall and Derby County

shows football supporters
have a long way to go before
racism is eradicated from the
terraces.

In an evening punctuated
by violence Millwall support-
ers invaded the pitch to as-
sault Derby County players.
Derby took the unprecedented
decision to substitute their
two black piayers five min-
utes before the end of the

game because they were con-

cerned for their safety.

This Is not the first racist
activity at Millwall this sea-
son. In August Ricky Otto of
Southend was subjecied to
sustained racist abuse. Dur-
ing Nottingham Forest’s re-
cent visit to the Den a
Miliwall ‘fan’ tried to run on
the pitch to assault Stan Colly-
more, Forest’s centre for-
ward.

During the late 70’s and
early 80’s racist activity was a
serious problem at football
grounds up and down the
country. National Front paper
selliers were regularly seen at

DEMONSTRATE for Britain's

JUNE 4, 1994

ASSEMBLE 1pm Exeter Hall, Kidlington

(feeder march leaves St Giles, Oxford at 10.30am) _
MARCH to rally 2pm ot the gates of CAMPSFIELD defention centre

SPEAKERS include JEREMY CORBYN MP, MARC WADSWORTH (ARA),
BOB PU RKISS, chair TUC race relations committee, MOHAMMED IDRISH

STOP the detentions and deportations!
Asylum is a human right!
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many clubs including West
Ham Utd, Newcastle Utd and
Portsmouth. Football viclence
was endemigc often with a rac-
ist character.

The N.F. newspaper Bull-
dog used to publish a league
table of hooligan gangs. Foot-
hall terraces were often hos-
tile environments for biack
peaple.

A combination of factors
has led to some improve-

ment. First, the last fifteen

years has seen an increasing

- number of black profession-

lan Wright at Arsenal, Andy
Cole at Newcastle and Paul
McGrath at Aston Villa have
become heroes to thousands
of football fans, black and
white. This summer Paul Ince
hecame the first black player
to captain the English na-
tional side. o

There has aiso been a pro-
liferation of supporter based
‘fanzines’ which have often
campaigned against the rac-
ists at their respective clubs.
Leeds United fans produce
Marching Altogether which is
explicitly anti-racist.

The Celtic fanzine Not The
View has linked up with sup-
porters of Hamburg side St
Pauli who have an impressive
record of combatting the far

right in Germany.

The resurgence of the BNP
has led to fascists raising
their heads again at football
grounds. Ghariton Athletic,
who play less than five miles
from the BNP HQ at Bexley,
has been a particular target
for the Nazis. Combat 18 have
been reported 10 be working
with the notorious ‘Headhunt-
ers’ gang at Chelsea.

How should we respond?
The CRE/PFA is set to con-
tinue next season. ARA
should pressure the players
union to follow the example
in Haly where every Premier
League team took to the field
carrying anti-racist banners.

We should urge Labour
councils to campaign with
football clubs and supporters
groups to ensure foothalil
grounds are free from racist
activity. In the 1980s Le-
wisham council promoted a
whole series of initiatives
with Miliwall, mainly with the
aim of bringing more women
to matches.

Unfortunately, with Le-
wisham implementing a cuts
budget, much of the funding
was cut. Given the appalling
scenes this week it Is clear
they should have stepped up
rather than cut back their
campaigning.

Let’s kick racism out of

 foothall.




By Christine Frilsor

MAY 1990: Three Labour
councillors elected in Mill-

wall ward.

1990-1992: Liberal Demo—
crats pump out racist propa-
ganda and launch commnmty
mobilisations on racist de-
mands. National party leaders
‘1gnore Labour complaints.

BNP begin to organise cov-
ertly. Key activists infiltrate ap-
propriate community groups
and forums, raising racist
propaganda and mobilising
around racist demands.

October 1992: Millwall by-
clection called. Millwall anti-
racist/anti-racist committee
formed between Bengali organ-
isations and other anti-racists.
~ Liberal Democrats fight vi-
ciously racist campaign.

Labour councillor Ted Johns
elected, with BNP candidate
winning 20 per cent of poll.

Labour Party ward right
wing, including sub-agent
James Hunt, say BNP vote was
a good thing: it reduced the Lib-
eral vote and allowed Labour to

SWP pack meeting of Mill-
wall anti-racist anti-fascist
committee, and change its
name to ‘Island Against the Na-
- zZis’,

May 1993: Millwall selects
three candidates for next May’s
elections, deselecting sitting
‘left wing’ councillor. Selec-
tions include Ted Johns and
James Hunt.

Summer frustrated by SWP
wrecking tactics, Island
Against the Nazis ceases 1o
function.

September 1993: Millwall
by-election. Local Liberal
Democrats spontaneously tone
down racism (but are picked up
for racist history afterwards).
SWP issue leaflets in name of
‘Island Against the Nazis.

Labour campaign for James
Hunt picks up some of the in-
trinsically racist demands of
previous Liberal Democrat
campaigns. The left is compre-
hensively excluded from any
involvement from the cam-
paign.

Eve-of-poll local paper car-
ries alleged ‘leaked Labour
canvass returns’ showing pos-
sible BNP victory, which fuels
confidence to vote BNP. Derek
Beackon wins surprise (even
for him) victory for BNP by 7
votes.

National press says it is a
protest vote about housing.
They are a year too late; by now
the racist ideology has taken
hold and some white voters
voje openly to scapegoat local
Bengali population (estab-
lished in Millwall since 1988)
for all social ills. BNP election
- propaganda clearly advocates

race-hate.

Labour vote is decreased by
Incompetent, uninspiring cam-
-paign which also drives some
Bengalis to vote Liberal Demo-

How Labour (eventually)
beat the BNP in Millwall

Labour celebrates massive Millwall victory

crat, or even BNP (in confusion
with Bengali National Party).

SWP issue leaflet in the
name of ‘Island Against the Na-
zis’ ‘revealing’ that BNP is a
racist party®and implying that
the electorate voted in igno-
rance of this.

Defeated

At the same time, defeated
Labour candidate James Hunt
(the man who had seen an in-
creased BNP vote as a good
thing a year before) resigns
from the Labour Party on re-
gional TV rather than give evi-
dence to the party on who
leaked the alleged canvass; he
joins the ex-ward chair and ex-
ward secretary to form the “East
London People’s Alliance’
based on basic Labour mani-
festo overlaid with racist poli-
cies on housing allocation.

ELPA announces it will field
candidates in May-elections for
all three Millwall seats, includ-
ing ex-ward candidates James
Hunt and Ted Johns (allegedly
won over from Labour). Within
two months, the Alliance has
split over irreconcilable per-
sonal ambitions. Ted Johns
eventually decides to retire and
back Labour rather than stand

for any party.
Mavericks

The Labour right-wing mav-
ericks begin campaigning for a
cross-party alliance to beat the
BNP in May - variously a pact
with the Liberal Democrats,
and a Lab/Lib/Con slate (1).

The demand is soundly re-
jected by Labour and the elec-
torate, but picked up a little by
the bourgeois press, church fig-
ures and some big business
leaders.

The BNP deliver a leaflet
door-to-door each month.

.

S
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'Ousted Beackon

The SWP thwart attempts by
Island Against the Nazis to call
lobby of Beackon’s first full
council meeting. UNISON call
lobby: well attended, butno on-
going organisation.

Spring 1994: Labour selects
two candidates to fill vacancies
and begin mass campaign
against BNP and in defence of
non-racist housing policies.
Members flock back to ward
meetings now the right-wing
officers have gone. Left is posi-
tively encouraged to participate
in organising the coming elec-
tion campaign.

ELPA claim mass exodus
from ward Labour Party to their

Alliance: straw poll in the La-

bour Party reckons they mean
mass exodus of four people. Se-
ries of regional TV appearances
by James Hunt and ex-ward
chair with increasingly bizarre
allegations about the Labour
Party.

Local business magazine
carries articles talking up BNP
vote. Media starts sniffing

around Millwall, apparently
keento get lots of footage in the
canready for use after BNP his-
toric victory gives them control
over policy-making in decen-
tralised Isle of Dogs nexghbour-
hood and control of its £23
million budget.

BNP and Labour each deliv-
ering a leaflet a month to the
7,500 doors in Millwall ward.

Police figures for racist at-
tacks in the ward show 300 per
cent rise since the by-election.

SWP refuse to build Island
Against the Nazis lobby of
Beackon’s first neighbourhood
commitiee meeting, but attend,
enter council chamber and
throw cup of coffee at him

(missing) to persuade Beackon

they don’t like him. Press re-
ports ANL incident and ignores
larger lobby outside.

April 1994; Labour election
campaign begins, assisted by
Labour activists from across
London and even beyond, in-
cluding organised left groups.
Centred on the slogan ‘Only
Labour can beat the BNP’; the
campaign attracts support from
home-owners in private devel-
opments, concerned about fall-
ing house values, from black
and Asian voters, and from
large sections of the white
working class.

Counter-productive

Walworth Road decide Mill-
wall is a priority, and send in

Nick Rainsford MP, who
makes a series of counter-pro-

ductive interventions.
BNP deliver ‘British Nation-
alist’ 8-page paper door to door

.on selected estates, disseminat-

ing explicit fascist programme.
Liberal Democrats deliver a
couple of hysterical leaflets on
selected estates.

SWP fly-posting says the
BNP are against the NHS and

rave music. SWP/ANL appear

and go door to door petitioning,
carrying Socialist Worker and
reinforcing BNP propaganda
that the ANL undertake ‘rent-a-
mob’ tactics.

The Labour canvassers meet
resistance to voting Labour be-
cause of ANL doorstep tactics.
After two weeks, a mediator
from Militant Labour brokers a
peace agreement; when the two
groups meet, the Labour Party
will say ‘we’re going this way,
'you go that way’. It works, pre-
empting reformist demands for
UN intervention.

Some white voters admit
they are voting BNP with as
little ernotion as if they had said
‘No Vernon’s, I'm with Little-
woods’. Others go purple and
shout a lot. Scary incident with
BNP supporters surrounding
three Labour canvassers who
have become separated from
main team persuades Labour to
stick closer together in future.

Dog bites ‘comrade’

Black voter’s dog bites
shghtly dodgy Labour candi-
date in hand. Left activists de-
plore canine’s political
sophistication in face of the
over-riding need to unite to beat
the fascists.

Labour campaign defends
non-racist housing policy and
says the BNP victory would end
any investment in the area by
business or in social housing by
public or private sector. BNP
bring out another issue of ‘Brit-
ish Nationalist’ refuting these
claims in detail and carrying the
full text of the ex-ward chair’s
resignation letter with a cata-
logue of bizarre allegations
against Labour.

‘London Stop the Fascists’
network organise counter-
demo on the Saturday before
the poll at a local supermarket
to protest at Beackon’s public
appearances BNP feel obliged
to organise counter-counter-
demo.

Thugs

Massive police demo keeps
forces far apart: local popula-

tion can’t move for police vans

and helicopters. Labour insis-
tence that the BNP are bringing
thugs on to the street thus ironi-
cally proven. |

Police ship in van loads of
riot shields ready for polling
day.

Sunday’s Labour campaign
day sees over 100 activists

leave their local campaigns and

come to Millwall - fully half of
them are from the organised
left, and at least 5 per cent are
Labour Party full timers. |

- May §, Polling day: Labour
wins all three seats, more than
doubling its previous highest
vote. BNP vote increases
(Beackon’s by 50% in six

months), Liberal Democrat

vote down to pre-86 levels. Re-
cord turnout for a council elec-
tion in the UK.

at Labour Party canvass points
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UNISON holds
back on pay

. g

UNISON’s first conference
failed to defend its members
against current government
attacks on the public sector.

In the debate on public sector
pay, a toothless motion was car-
ried. An amendment calling for
a national one-day strike was
defeated, despite gaining 37 per
cent support. This buries any
lingering hopes of UNISON
taking national action against
the pay freeze this year.

Action over pay in some sec-
tions is still possible, though
this is unlikely given the leader-
ship’s willingness to settle for

offers of around 2 per cent.
The only left victory was on
defence of the NHS with the

adoption of a motion, opposed
by the Executive and UNISON
leader Rodney Bickerstaffe,
committing the union to oppose
closure of health facilities by
means “up to and including
strike action”.

Real battle lines were not
drawn over policy issues but
over democracy and the run-
ning of the union. Since the
merger, union officials have in-
creased their control over the

structures at members’ expense.

A mood of distrust of Na-
tional Officers and the National
Executive Committee amongst
delegates met with a ruthless
response from the bureaucracy,
led by ex-NUPE officials.

Ex-NUPE full-timers seized
on the issue of Labour Party
affiliation to divide the confer-

‘ence, claiming that the ex-

NALGO left, which was not
affiliated to the Labour Party,
was trying to control the union’s
political fund without paying
into it.

New union rules prevent bal-
lot on Labour Party affiliation

until 1997. Division into affili-

ated and non-affiliated union
sections prevents discussion on
Labour Party issues. This al-

lows leaders to witch-hunt the
left by playing on distrust be-
tween delegates from the foun-
der unions.

This mood was used to over-
whelmingly defeat affiliation to
the Anti-Nazi League and
Youth Against Racism in
Europe.

As conference wore on an
anti-leadership sentiment
amongst delegates culminated
in a unanimous vote against
plans to build new headquar-

- ters.

Closure

However a consequence of
this will be the closure of the old
COHSE and NUPE headquar-
ters, with bureaucrats concen-
trated in the NALGO head
office.

The battle, predominantly by
ex-NUPE officials, against
rank-and-file activists has cul-
minated in the closure of the

Liverpool branch.

Steps were taken to bring to-
gether health activists from the
three merged unions, with a

highly successful 100-strong

evening meeting convened by
one of the Manchester health
branches on the eve of the
health section conference.

Plans have been laid for this
meeting to reconvene before the
autumn health sector confer-
ence.
Steps are being taken to co-
ordinate left-wingers in the un-
ion following a large meeting
organised jointly by three re-
gional left caucuses.

This development must in-

volve working to overcome the
divisions between the former
unions, with mergers occuring
quickly at branch level despite
obstruction from regional offi-
cials.

Local government branches
will have to fight for practical
solidarity with struggles against

- hospital closures.

We must meet this challenge
so that the left will not be wiped
outin UNISON. A July meeting
will plan an autumn conference.

M The Campaign for a Fight-
ing Democratic Union can be
contacted c/o Islington UNI-
SON “A” branch, 1la Canon-
bury Street, London N1 2TA.

NCU Broad
Left defeat

THE NATIONAL
Communications Union
Broad Left has lost control
of the union’s National
Executive Council to the
right wing “Centre Left”
grouping.

Colin 0’Callaghan, lan
Cuthbert, and Paul Moore, all
on the hard left of the BL, lost
their seats in the Engineering
Constituency, reducing the BL
majority to 15-6, while the
right wing Clerical “mafia™
mainfained their 100% grip

on their 12 NEG seats.

The drop in support is due
to the NEC majority’s failure
over the last year to confront
BT management
over a whole se-
ries of issues,. 5

Failure

These include
time and motion
study, failure to
ballot the mem-
bership on last
year’s pay deal,

tant of all agree-

ment to performance based
redeployment of staff. These
successive retreats ,com-
bined with a generally ‘busi-
ness as usual’ approach,
have reinforced the already
widespread demoralisation
amongst BT staff.

Whiie there was a general
decline in support for BL can-
didates reflected in a lower
turnout, the three “hard lefts”
had obviously been targetted
by some some branches who

otherwise supported the BL
slate.

Though they have made se-
rious mistakes, in particular
by supporting the redepioy-
ment agreement, their loss
will weaken an aiready direc-
tionless BL grouping.

BT management will now
seize the initiative on
amongst other things compul-
sory 6 day working for field
staff, and further marginalisa-

- tion of the NCU through sys-

tematic application of the new
management techniques.

Merger

The NCU bureaucracy will

reasseri itself over
the forthcoming
merger with the Un-
ion of Communica-
tion Workers, which
is under solid right
wing control.

But the major fail-
‘ure over the last
year has been the
Broad Left organisa-
tion. The Steering
Committee has only
met twice and has
failed to take any public posi-
tions on any of the key issues,
let alone campaign an any of
them amongst the members.

It has even failed as an
electoral organisation, the re-
cent (unsuccessiul) General
Secretary campaign having
been run completely inde-
pendently of the BL.

A major inquest needs to

be held if lessons of this de- -

feat are to be learned.

Sutherland,

Conference
delegate.

THIS YEAR’S MSF Confer-
ence, held in Brighton May
7-11, was crucial for the
credibility of General Secre-
tary Roger Lyons.

He expected conference to
endorse his massive consult-
ation exercise, MSF into the 21 st
Century, designed to transform
MSF from an independent union
on the left of the TUC into an
American-style business union.

In the event, Conference de-
cisively rejected this plan and its
class-collaborationist logic.

The leadership also suffered
defeats on two other fundamen-
tal questions of democracy.

The decision of MSF’s dele-
gation to last year’s Labour
Party Conference to abstain,
contrary to MSF Conference
policy, on one-member-one-
vote for parliamentary re-selec-
tions, which had delivered
OMOYV to the Labour Party
leadership, was roundly con-
demned.

This year’s Conference in-

“structed MSF NEC to campaign

for a return to the block vote in

‘Parliamentary re-selections.

MSF Conference

An emergency motion call-
ing for a lay-member investiga-
tion into wide-spread right wing
electoral fraud in the recent
NEC elections was also carried.
This is the first time an emer-
gency motion that had been
ruled out of order has ever been
discussed, let alone carried.

This was even more remark-
able since Lyons had obtained
legal advice that the terms of the
motion were illegal.

Although the NEC and the
General Secretary are unlikely
to act on these decisions, the
importance of Conference de-
feating the leadership cannot be
over-estimated.

Lyons was successtul at frac-
tionally moving the union’s for-
mal political position. to the
right, by weakening MSF’s
commitment to campaigning for
nationalisation of important sec-
tors of the economy.

We were told that a new so-
cial phenomenon had been dis-
covered —caring capitalists who
act more in their workers’ inter-
ests than for profit.

Attempts to extend the un-
ion’s position against all Tory
anti-union laws to support for
members and others taking ac-
tion outside the law was de-
feated, although MSF is still —
just — committed to repeal of
anti-union laws. i

The organised left in MSF

took small but significant steps
forward. Network 90, a loose
formation of left activists, pro-
duced a widely read daily bulle-
tin. We also organised — jointly
with London Unity Left~a very
well-attended fringe meeting
with Dennis Skinner and Dawn
Primarolo.

Network 90 took practical
steps to broaden its organised
base beyond London, with a
regular bulletin and local meet-
ings. There are also plans for an
open Left conference in the
autumn.

Relations between Left cur-
rents in the union have consid-
erably thawed, creating the
possibility of serious political
discussion and debate between
Unity Left — the previously Sta-
linist-dominated TASS broad
left — and Network 90. Militant,
Socialist Organiser and SWP
members seemed to recognise
that sectarianism has no place
when the Left must unite to
hammer out an alternative po-
litical programme.

Lyons has lost credibility
with rank-and-file MSF activ-
ists. The task of the Left is to
prepare a fight for an alternative
leadership.

I For more information on
Network 90 and its activities,
write to :Network 90, ¢/o Jennie
Twydell, 80 Pembroke
Street,L.ondon N1 0DP
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Racists gain support in

Dutch elections

By Ron Blom in
Amsterdam

ELECTION results in the
Netherlands show a decline
in support for the right-wing

government parfies the So-
cial Democratic (PVDA)
and the Christian Democrats
(CDA).

Opposition parties, the
openly racist conservative-lib-
erals (VVD) and postmodernist
liberals (D66), were the main

Mujahedin
breaking up
Afghanistan

by K. Govindan

AFGHAN mujahedin are
fighting each other as bit-
terly as they once fought oc-
cupying Soviet forces.

- The fall of the Soviet-
backed PPDA regime of Mo-
hammed Najibullah in April
1992 unleashed squabbling
among the diverse Muslim
sects and ethnic/linguistic
groups cobbled together in an
‘anti-communist’ front.

Over 11,000 Afghans,
mainly civilians, have died and
tens of thousands seriously in-
jured. The capital Kabul lies in
ruins. Most of the pcpulation
have fled to the devastated
countryside.
~ The government of national
unity, comprising the major

- militia leaders, was doomed to
failure when General Rasid
Dostum, who controls nine of
Afghanistan’s 29 provinces,
was left out.

Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, an
arch fundamentalist from the

~ traditionally dominant Pushtun
people who leads the Hizb e
Islami has jomed forces with
Dostum, an ethnic Uzbek and
former Najibullah loyalist.

+ Their enemy is ‘President’
Burhaneddin Rabbani who
leads the Jamaat e Islami party.
Fellow Teiik, Ahmad Shah
Massoud, is Rabbani’s main
ally.

The new war in Afghanistan
has significant regional dimen-
sions. Saudi Arabia backs the
Ittihad e Islami party, while
Iran finances the Shia Hizb e
Wahadat e Islami. Pakistan of-
ficially supports Rabbani and
Massoud, while attempting to
mediate between rival factions.

...........
.....................

PSR

..............
----------

Afghan ex-president Najibuliah

However, the Pakistani in-

telligence agency ISIisthought

to be arming Hikmatyar, who

has ethnic affiliations with the

Pathans of Pakistan’s North
West Frontier Province.,

New players are the central
Asian republics of Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan which share a
common ¢thnicity and culture
with some mujahedin leaders.

The governments in these
formerly ‘communist’ repub-

lics are secular and deeply wor- -

ried about the strength of
fundamentalist forces in their
own states.

Uzbekistan backs General
Dostum not only because he is
Uzbek but also because he has
secular credentials.

Tajikistan may have been
expected to support the ethnic
Tajik Massoud. But he has am-

bitions beyond the borders of

Afghanistan.
Unification

He wishes to unify Tajik ar-

eas of the country with Tajikis-
tan, an idea the Russians don’t
warm to easily. The Tajikistan
government fears Moscow
more than Massoud.

Popular support for the mu-
jahedin had less to do with
sympathy for Muslim funda-
mentalism than hatred of an oc-

cupying army. Their ability to !

offer a credible altermative has

‘been seriously damaged.

In late March, in Kabul,
there was a sizeable demon-
stration of civilians demanding
an end to war and expressing
no confidence in any of the fac-

tions.

Nevertheless, the break-up
of Afghanistan into ethnic/lin-
guistic regions seems a likely
outcome.
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beneficiaries.

All four main parties now
have similar numbers of seats.
Against this right wing coali-
tion, the Workers’ Socialist
Party (SAP), Dutch section of
the Fourth International, and the
revolutionary youth organisa-
tion Rebel, fought on a clear left
programme of open borders and
welfare rights.

All four of the main parties
have similar right wing politics.
The Social Democrats cam-
paigned on an austerity pro-
gramme of attacks on the
welfare state that included cut-
ting sickness benefits. Not to be
outdone the Christian Demo-
crats called for cuts in pensions.

The government has attacked
migrants and increased immi-
gration controls. This fits with
the racist policies of the VVD,
who called on children of mi-
grant workers to be barred from
state education.

In seeking to destroy the wel-
fare state, the establishment par-
ties seek to benefit the capitalist
road builders and transport
companies — through a massive
programme of road and airport
building to create ‘Netherlands
— the distribution country’.

The Green Left (a fusion of

-former Communists and paci-

‘Sheffield United boss Reginald Brealey
blamed for deaths of Indian workers

Blood on his hands?

by South Asia
Solidarity Group

ON NEW YEAR’S day 1994 a
worker from the Victoria
Jute Mill in Calcutia died of
starvation. His family hold
the mill owner, British
businessman and owner of
Sheffield United Football
Club Reginald Brealey,

responsible.

Brealey has also.siphoned
off £2.5 million in pensions
and statutory benefits and
more than six months’ unpaid
wages.

- In 1989, Brealey became
chairman of Titaghur pic which
controls the four jute mills of
the Thomas Duff group. Since
then, despite the price of jute
rising shamply on the world
market, the 20,000 workers
have been living on the edge

~of starvation, with the mills re-
maining closed for weeks at a
stretch.

In 1990 the company made
profits oi over £6 million. Yet
the 2,000 people who have re-
tired since Brealey took over
have received nothing of their
pension. Brealey has also
been charged under the For- - - .
eign Reqgulations Act 1973. - ..

Instead of modernising or in-

- vesting In the mills Brealey is

fists), made no
gains, with am-
bivalent policies
on migration that
included propos-
ing a coalition
against racism
- withthe VVD.
An anti-estab-
lishment ticket in
the form of the
Socialist Party
nonetheless ech-
oed the main par-
ties in calling for
migrants io be
spread equally
around cities —
with no more
than ten per cent
in any one area!
S0 it was the
Workers’ Social-
ist Party and Rebel which cam-

paigned on a clear anti-racist

stand against immigration con-
trols.

This campaign involved
thousands of young people, in-
cluding migrant youth, many of
whom are 100 young to vote or
who have not been given Dutch
nationality. Defence against
racist attacks became an ele-
ment of the campaign, and SAP
and Rebel were prominent in
building the fightback.

attempting to increase the
work-load while reducing the
number of workers. His latest
offer in one miii involves lay-
ing off 500 workers, abolish-
ing the night shift and
introducing a four day week.
Despite their despzration the
workers have rejected it.

Recently Brealey brought
twelve British managers to Cal-
cutta. On 16 March, when the
workers came to present their
demands, two of these manag-
ers, Whitcombe and Vigors,
taunted the delegation with
racist abuse.

The workers refused to toler-
ate this final insult and the
managers were dragged out of
their offices into the crowd out-
side, and had to be rescued by
senior police officers.

A mass picket of the British
Deputy High Commission in
Calcutta demanded an apology
for the managers’ racist behay-
iour.

Setting an example?

In a bizarre twist Brealey
has just bought 2 16,500 acre
estate in a remote part of Scot-
land for £2.5 miilion (the exact
amount owed to the indian jute

~ workers). The estate will be

used for setting up a project to
“train'young people who have
Deen in care’.

~ The project, named ‘Back to

areduction of the working week

- while maintaining wage levels.

As such SAP and Rebel were
clearly striking against the right
wing government consensus
and gamed small, but signifi-

- cant support from the communi-

ties in which they were working

and campaigning,

This is an important step in
building an a truly left wing al-
ternative to the austerity and ra-
cism of the right.

Basics’ will be run by a retired
army coionel and includes vis-
its to the Calcutta jute mills
where ‘Youngsters will see
how people earn their living
and change their attitudes’.

The workers and their sup-
poriers have faced cantinual
police repression. One worker
Is feared dead after being
taken from his home by police,
others have been beaten and
their homes raided.

On 24 February the workers
set up a camp outside the An-
gus Mill which is kept going by
donations. In June they are
pianning a series of actions 1o
draw attention to their de-
mands, which are: |

1) Brealey’s extradition to
face charges |

2) Re-opening of the mills
under conditions which pro-
vide a living wage

3) Payment of wages owed

4) Repayment of the pen-
sion fund and other statutory
benefits (a total of £2.5 mil-
lion) which legally belong to
the workers | |

5) Unconditional release of

- all those arrested.

B Details of the campaign
from: South Asia Solidarity
Group, ¢/o Londec, Instrument
House, 205-217 Kings Cross

" Rd, London WC1X 9DB. Tel:

071 13 7907.
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