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Demandmg freedom for asylum seekers |mpr|soned in Brltam

people marched to

Campsfield detention centre

to protest against the injus-
‘tice meted out to black peo-
ple under the racist
immigration laws.
The march called for the clo-

sure of the Campsfield, run by -

the notorious Group 4 and the
immediate release of all those
imprisoned by the immigration
authorities.

A tourist travelling through
rural Oxfordshire may find it

| By Nigel Fisher

ON SATURDAY June 4500 -

| easy to 1magme that the area, 'on
the edge of the Cotswolds, is a

haven of idyllic rural peace and _ .
- welcome they receive is deten-

tion in oﬁen unbearable condl- _~
tlons e - B
" Once a detainee under Brlt-

that worst aspects of life in Tory
Britain are many miles away in

" the inner cities of London and .
- the West Midlands. | ~

Sideroad

Tucked away down a side

" road close to Oxford Airport is |
Campsﬁeld House detention

centre — Britain’s concentration
camp for black people seeking
asylum in a country that likes to

pose as a champion of human

rights.
Campsfield is the flagship of

a number of prisons dedicated
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Cops protect Tyndall

THE SUCCESSFUL Isle of Dogs election campaign
shows the labour movement needs to get out on the
streets if the BNP Nazis are to he isolated and defeated.

Sadly this is lacking in Dagenham where BNP leader

John Tyndall is standing in the June 9 by- -election.
On Saturday June 4 he was out canvassing, accompanied

by thirty or so skin-head thugs.

- Nazi filth unchallenged.

~ Newham Monitoring Project had organised a protest but a
very heavy police presence allowed Tyndall to peddle his

to the detention of asylum seek-

ers and other black people who
wish to come to Britain. The

ain’s immigration laws a person
is treated as a criminal, without

havmg been given any kind of
trial. The location of
Campsfield isolates people-

~from eommumtles in Britain
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500 protestors outside the campsﬂeld detentlon centre

~an attempt to stop the detainees

respondmg with their OWn pro-
test on the inside.

~ Large numbers of police, in-
- cluding riot vans and police

horses were further evidence

that the authorities are scared of
. any links between the detainees

“and hinders access to lawyers |

and adv1ce agencies.

Fortress Europe

The regime at Campsfield
and its sister establishments at
Haslar in Hampshire and Har-
mondsworth near Heathrow
“Airport is Britain’s contribution
to “Fortress Europe™.

At the rally outside the deten-
tion centre the protestors
shouted for “Close Campsfield
down!”’ showing their solidar-
ity with those inside.

The authorities have in-
- stalled mirror glass in the win-
dows and elaborate security,
including a high wall to prevent

 the detainees having contact
with the outside world. This is

and the outside world.
When a group of 30 people

“attempted to march around the

‘site to where some contact
could be made with the de-
tainees two people were ar-
rested and one may face
trumped up charges.

There were several speakers

“who showed that working class

black people are fighting back
against the immigration laws.
Mohammed Sekhoun from the
Algerian Community Associa-
tion, Mohammed Idris from the
West Midlands Anti-deporta-
tion Campaign, a speaker from

the Community of Refugees

from Zaire in Great Britain,
Nirma Rahasingham from the
Joint Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants and a speaker from

the National Union of Refugee

Organisations.

There was some labour'

movement representation both

on the march and amongst the
speakers. Manny Blake from

the N.C.U. spoke at the rally as
did Tess Kingham, the Labour
candidate for the Cotswold
euro-constituency.

Jeremy Corbyn MP also

spoke. Several Labour council-

lors were on the march. Marc
Wadsworth spoke on behalf of
the Anti-Racist Alliance.

Absentees

What was missing was any
representation from the Labour
front bench, who seem to be
going along with the detention
of immigrants and asylum seek-
ers!

All anti-racists should bulld
the campaign against

Campsfield, alongside with

support fro all anti-deportation
campaigns. There is another
demonstration at Campsfield on
June 25, and every last Saturday

“of the month.

There is also a regular ‘Free-
dom’ camp outside. These
-events should be built by all
‘those who wish to see an end to

the suffering caused by the con-
trols on immigration.

Newham poverty

breeds racism

~undoubtedly assisted by the ex-

By Mark Jasen

DESPITE Derek Beackon los-
ing his seat in Millwall during
the recent council elections, it
is quite clear that the fascist
British Nationalist Party have
extended their base of support

in East London.
In Millwall ward Beackon actu-

ally increased his vote from the

previous by-election, but in the
neighbouring borough of Ne-
wham the BNP received their

~ highest percentage of the vote in

the country. In Becton ward the
BNP received 32 percent of the
vote, losing by only 66 votes to
Labour

- For months leading up to the
electtons, BNP supporters can-

vassed and leafleted selected ar-

eas in the south of the borough,
capitalising on anger felt by local
residents at years of neglect and
lack of decent housing and serv-
ices.

Their racist explanation for lo-
cal poverty and deprivation was

plicitly racist “Conservatives
Against Labour’s Unfair Ethnic
Policies” (CALUEP) campaign.

~ The Tories’ low vote shows that

by playing the race card they sim-

ply added to the support for the -

BNP.
The combined vote of the BNP

~and CALUEP, though, was
greater than Labour’s, showing

the extent of the racist sentiment
in the borough. -

Mobilisation
The Labour electoral victory in
Becton ward was almost cer-
tainly secured through the mobi-
lisation of the anti-fascist vote, by

the “Equal Rights For All” cam-
paign co-ordinated by Newham

- Monitoring Project and Council

Workers Against the Nazis, but
drawing in forces from a whole
number of local organisations.
To a lesser degree the work
carried out by the Anti Nazi
League also played an important
role, and the joint activities of the
two campaigns was an extremely
positive step for the local anti-

racist movement.
- Apost-election meeting called

- by NMP drew together a number

of organisations, all of whom ex-
pressed a commitment to con-
tinue campaigning over the next
period, and developed a wide
ranging strategy for fighting ra-
cism and fascism, building sup-

port throughout the local

community, providing support

- networks for those facing the

threat of racist thugs, and for

~ fighting for better housing and

resources for all.
The Newham Needs cam-

- paign, organised by the joint

trade union committee of the lo-
cal council unions, estimates
that the borough is now being

~underfunded to the tune of £20

million, with the threatened loss
of the £13 million “cushioning
grant” next year.

The council must develop
policies to improve local housing
and services, to challenge the
rise of racism and fascism, and
to fight for a massive increase in
funding from central govern-
ment.
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“THE LABOUR leadership

regained the initiative yester-
day in the debate over disaf-
fected youth when it
embraced the principle of a
nationwide Citizens’ Service
for teenagers,” enthused the

Guardian.

As always it pays socialists to
be wary of anything praised by
the mealy-mouthed Guardian.

- Labour’s scheme is a timid

rehash of previous failed ‘job-

creation’ packages, like the Cal-
laghan government’s notorious
and misnamed ‘Y outh Opportu-
nities Programme’.

Summed up by Sir Gordon
Borrie of Labour’s ludicrously
mis-named ‘Commission for
Social Justice’ as “‘a form of
civilian national service’’, the
new scheme is in fact a direct
attack on working class youth.
While national service involved
universal conscription, the new
Labour scheme would almost
exclusively affect the poorest
layers of youth leaving school
without qualifications: the more
prosperous layers of the middle
class who could afford to steer
clear of the benefits system
would not be drafted.

The plan is a cowardly retreat
from a properly-resourced pro-
gramme of useful public works.
Some of its newer features have

- been shamelessly cribbed from

the out-and-out wage-cutting
programme of the Clinton ad-
ministration in the USA.

For a pretend ‘wage’ of just
£50 per week, youth would be
encouraged to ‘volunteer’ for a

‘jobs’, such as caring for chil-
dren or the elderly, or ‘environ-
mental’ schemes such as
clearing inner-city waste
ground.

Labour’s new gimmick is to
suggest that completing a 3-
month tour of duty in the Citi-
zens’ Service would entitle the
still jobless youth to ‘credits’ —
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£500-vouchers, theoretically ex-
changeable for further training
or possibly even for housing.

But in the absence of any
promise of a job at the end of the
3- month slog or even after an-
other round of extra training,
and in today’s dire shortage of
public sector housing, with La-
bour fighting shy of any pledge
to boost the housing budget, it is
hard to see hoy young people
could take either of these prom-
ises very seriously.

-~ Even Sir Gordon’s most opti-
mistic projection is that “half
the long term unemployed tak-
ing part in community service
would go on to find a job™.

Press gang

What Labour’s leaders have
steered well clear of is explain-
ing exactly how far this really

- would be a “voluntary’ scheme,

and how far youth would be

3-month stint on a variety of = Press-ganged into ‘volunteer-

ing’ by the threatened with-
drawal of benefits.

Indeed Labour is still in con-
fusion as to whether or not it
would restore the entitlement of
16 and 17-year old school leav-
ers to the social security benefits

snatched from them by John

Major’s brutal gang. Even gov-
ernment figures show 76,000

Where next

IT WAS A triumph for the
Anti Nazi League and its
leaders, the Socialist

Workers Party.

The huge turnout — claimed
as 150,000 by Saocialist
Worker - to the May 28 ANL
Carnival was achieved in the
teeth of opposition and ob-
struction from much of the of-
ficial 1abour and union
bureaucracy.

It reflects the strength of
anti-fascism and anti-racism
among wide layers of white
youth, though in contrast with
last year’s festival called by

the Anti Racist Alliance it
also shows much more lim-
ited support for the ANL
among organisations of the
black communities.

However the ANL’s power
to mobilise in such numbers
also carries a responsibility
to develop this movement and
go forward: as the SWP would
be the first to say on any

other issue, carnivals alone
are not enough to defeat fas-

cism - or the racism on which
it feeds.

Unfortunately it seems that
the response to the May 28

from t

school leavers have so far been

cut adrift by the Tories with no
job, no training and no income

support to keep them alive.
But instead of seizing upon

this as an i1ssue on which to wage

a real fight, Labour’s front
bench are so frightened of prom-
ising to spend any money or
raise any taxation from the rich,
that they retreated like startled
rabbits from the issue as soon as
the Tories spotted the weakness
of their stance and asked the
logical question. -

So this again questions the
credibility ofthe Citizens’ Serv-
ice scheme. If it is genuinely
voluntary, then there will inevi-
tably be thousands of justifiably
cynical and disaffected youth

who will opt out.

Will Labour restore their
right to income support? Or will
they copy the Tories in seeking
to compel jobless youth into
phoney ‘training’ schemes by
withholding benefits?

Another problem affects

even wider layers of workers. If
the youth who do volunteer are
given real rather than pretend
jobs, whether in the public or

~ private sector, then inevitably

the danger arises that they be-
come simply a low-paid substi-
tute for employing an adult
worker at a viable adult wage.

success will be for the SWP
and ANL to stand even more
resolutely against unity with
other anti-racist organisa-
tions.

Independent

Many who attended the Car-
nival were independent of any
political current, but would he
prepared to join other local
and national mobhilisations
against racism as well as op-
posing fascist violence.

This is why it is so disap-
painting to see that the ANL’s
energies are almost entirely

Timid Labour has let the Tories set the political agenda on taxing the rich

Labour argues that to avoid

- this problem the scheme would -

be carefully run in consultation
with the unions. But with the
TUC and other unions now ex-
plicitly prioritising ‘job secu-

‘rity’ above pay, we have little

grounds to feel reassured by
this.

The harsh reality is that either

the youth on Citizens’ Service
would be lumbered on poverty
pay doing marginal jobs which
nobody would otherwise do, or
they will become low-paid skiv-

- vies filling in for the absence of

properly-funded health care and
social services.

Worst way

" Indeed it is hard to think of

any worse way to provide con-
tinuing care for children or the
frail elderly than to draft in an
unwilling, cynical and transient
workforce of untrained and un-
skilled youth, forced to turn up
on pain of losing benefits, and
who know their maximum span
of work is three months.
While it would neaten up the
unemployment figures, Citi-
zens’ Service would do nothing
but stoke up increased fires of
resentment and alienation
among youth whom the labour
movement already scandal-

consumed with building it-
self, with little if any effort to
support anti-racist mobilisa-
tions such as the campaign to
close the Campsfield deten-
tion centre which houses vic-
tims of the Tory Asylum Act.

Of the tens of thousands of
anti-racists at the ANL’s bank
holiday Carnival, only those
who took leaflets from Social-
ist Qutlook or Campsfield
campaigners were told of the
national demonstration the
foliowing weekend.

If the ANL is to realise the
potential it displayed, and not

e Carnival?
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ously ignores.

Instead of this whimpering,
half-hearted attempt to appear
bold without offending big busi-
ness, Labour should map out a
genuine programme of job-
creation through public spend-
ing on massive programme of
useful public works. |

Instead of rewarding reluc-

tant youth for undertakin g baby-

sitting tasks by offering ‘credits’
for housing, why not employ
them in building schemes to
build new council houses and
flats for themselves and for the
tens of thousands of families
that need them? The money for
this is already trapped by Tory
laws in council bank accounts.
Instead of fobbing off young
people with slave wages for de-
livering community care to the
elderly, Labour should pledge a
massive expansion of proper
community care, offering
proper wages, and training thou-
sands of school leavers for use-
ful careers as health workers.
Instead of pussy-footing with
environmental questions, why
won’t Labour pledge itself to

invest in a massive expansion of

public transport and other infra-
structure projects, employing
adults and youth at proper rates
of pay?

The answer is simple enough:
Labour’s right wing modernis-
ers, in the ascendant, are trapped
in an unspoken economic con-

sensus with the Tories. Having

rejected any hint of socialism,
even bold reformist policies
such as taxing the rich have now
been ruled out in the quest for
electoral respectability.

Too frightened to challenge
the logic of the market system,
Blair and Labour’s right wing
leadership team wind up offer-
ing no radical solutions: and by
abandoning radicalism, they
condemn a Labour government
in advance to disappointing the
hopes and betraying the inter-
ests of millions of workers.

squander its suppeort, it must
lend practical support to strug-
gles against state racism and
racism at work, raising more -
developed political discus-
sion on the roots of racism,

as well as hitting the rela-
tively easy target of opposing
openly fascist minorities like
the BNP.

As Socialist Outlook’s back
page argued at the Carnival,
the task ahead is to cut off the
fascists at the roots - by unit-
ing all those willing to fight
against racism.
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" Question: What have TUC

over £1 million, Michael He-
seltine, has called for more
consultation in a Green Pa-

per. However it is clear now

that the preferred option for
both Heseltine and the Post

Ofﬁce Chief Executive, Bill |
Cockburn, is to sell 51% of

~ the Post Office for £1 billion.

. This could be a prlvatlsataon |
too far —the Post Oﬂice is avery

popular pubhc service with
wide ranging facilities. Privati-
sation can be defeated. The Un-
ion of Communication Workers
is very well orgamsed and q}ute

“prepared to take strike action to

defend jobs and workmg condl-
tions. .

In. the last year there were
17,002 days of unofficial indus-
trial _action mvolvmg Postal
Workers. Last month an unofﬁ-

s Breg b

cial walkout in Liverpool to de-
fend a victimised worker lasted
6 days, the longest unofficial
walkout since the introduction
of the 1991 Trade Union Law.
The UCW has enormous in-
dustrial strength. The Royal
Mail handles 61 million letters
daily, collects from over
120,000 pillar boxes and deliv-

“ers to 24.5 million addresses.

The union has already

launched its campaign to op-

pose privatisation, ‘Stand by -
your Post’. So far this has been
concentrated at the level of lob-
bying and postcard campaigns

but clearly ‘Stand by your Post’
has to become a real mass cam-

paign led by postal workers.

. The UCW conferenceout-
lined its campaigning approach;
‘All branches will, in support of
the campaxgn, redouble their ef-
forts to secure, the wldest
knowledge pubhcny and’ “Sup-
port for our case, 1ncludmg

‘whieni appropriaté a national'pe-
tmon and Iobby of Parliament

“ ': . 4.,- .', ':.."' '(' &"‘

o

Trades Counclls
; defend welfare rig [

give unequwocai support toal

9 SO bmyal of th& unempleyeﬁ

? -?"r}""r;"f‘ AV T

By Stovo Hall

I.olgh, Atherton

General Secretary John

‘Monks, David Hunt (Minis- o
ter of State for Employ-
- ment) and CB! Director
| General Homrd Davies got
in common? -

~ Answer: Al threa will be
1 taking part in a TUC organ-
‘ised Conference on Em-

ployment onJulySin
London.

- THE CONFERENCE takes
~ place despite unanimous op-
position from the National

Conference of Trades Coun-

cils, where delegate after

delegate condemned the idea
as class collaborationist and

As Carol Pass from Doncaster
. TUC asked: “why are we throw-
~ingthema ilfelme m therr hour of
‘- cnsas?’ e

Keith Smclalr (Humbersrde

~-. Association of TUCs) argued. -
" “the-TUC's -money would have -
been much better spent onfight-
~ing for the employment rights of
* victimised trade unionists:like
- John Pearson (in Tameside),
Amanda Lowe and Steve Gold-
“finch (in Bristol) and postal |
‘workers like Dave Chapple.”

Alas, ali this will be ignored by

. TUC leaders —such is the lack of -
bite that goes with the loud bark

of Trades Councils when it

~comes to influencing TUC pol- -
“icy. Butmany delegates intend to

picket the event anyway.

The conference unanimously

adopted Oxford County Associa-
tion’s strategy of non-coopera-
tion with the anti-union laws and
a call from Essex for TUC and

- national union leaderships to

A prlvatlsatlon oo fa
‘

AFTER A two year review
of the Post Office costing.

; l

Exnstmg pohcy commns the un-

ion to a speaking tour, a levy of

" UCW members of £1 a week, a
“national Householder leaflet

and consideration of stnke ac-~

tion to combat. pnvansanon.
A successful campaign must

" learn from the defeat of the min-

ers. Desp:te huge denfonstra-

tions in October 1992 ‘the
 campaign ran out of steam:by

.workers in struggle.

Conference called for a-TUG

: Day of Action, on a weekday, to

oppose -attacks on the welfare

state and supported burldlng lo-
 cal and national campaigns. An
- amendment called on the Labour
|eadership to declare support for
- maintaining universal benefits.

-As part of ‘the fight against

~ unemployment, the conference
~ decided to organise a Three Na-
_tions’ march agarnst unemploy- |

ment in 1995,

~ Conference passed a number
of other positive resolutions: on
‘racism and fascism, Ireland,
- Kurdistan, Western_Sah_ara,and |
against Post Office privatisation.
A successful Trade Union
- News meeting attracted over 40
delegates. Cait Wright, a mem-
“ber of Bolton Trades Council and

Lancashire Women Against Pit

- Closures who were denied the
‘possibility of speaking to confer-
-ence despite overwhelming sup-
~ port, brought everyone up to

‘date on the continuing struggle

at Parkside, the victimisation of

- Sylvia Pye (National Chair of
- WAPC) and issued a call for a

nationwide mobilisation to stop
British Coal's attempts to fill in
Parkside’s shafts and demolish
its headgear.

A number of resolutions, in-

cluding one in support of inter-

national Workers Aid, were ruled
out of order on dubious
grounds. An IWA fringe meeting
attracted a number of Trades

‘Council delegates who now want

to get involved.

For further details of
the picket of the TUGC
Conference on
Employment phone
Paul on 0703 396274.
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" demobilising on the streets and

relying on the backbone of
“Tory rebels’. e

- Counters closing

" Some Tones wﬂl oppose pri-

*';*vatlsatlon “Their rural voters

will be hard-hit by the threat of
Post Office ‘counters elosmg
" and variations in services which

are subsidised by other parts of

-~ —. - R

When |s a merger not a merger?

~ UNISON activist and

conference delegate -
GEOFF MARTIN takes

issue withthe - -~

. i1- _.,:.-'

conference report |n

- Socialist Outlook 63.

Further contributions

are invited.

-THE SOCIALIST Outlook

‘report on the first UNISON
Conference cannot be al-
- lowed to slip by without fur-

ther comment, as it totally
fails to deal with the struc-
tural issues in the new union

which were bubbling away
- below the surface down in

Bournemouth.

- Of course it was a setback
that the strategy for fighting the
pay freeze through national ac-
tion was defeated.

I also agree that it was a vic-

.tory for the left to get the key
‘motions on defence of the NHS

through the conference and

- probably an even bigger victory

to get the motion on Guy’s Hos-
pital both discussed and passed.
However, the reporting of the

‘debate on the Affiliated Politi-

cal Fund is miles wide of the
mark. If anyone was being divi-
sive over this issue it was the
ex-NALGO CP hacks who were
determined to get it on the
agenda.

Ex-COHSE and NUPE

members are proud of their tra-

dition of affiliation to the La-

bour Party and were rightly
pissed off at the prospect of be-
ing elbowed aside by former

NALGO members who have

never paid into Labour funds.
The issue did become divi-

the Post Office such as free de-
livery of prescnptlons and the
Postbus.. -

‘The UCW w1ll only bc suc-
cessful if it unites the labour
movement and post office users
behind it in mass action on the

scale of Iheg’oll Tax:rather than

relying on Iobbymg wet Tories.
Every area needs to support
the UCW campalgn .

|ssmg the pomt
 on UNISON-

- sive beermse many ex-COHSE

__and NUPE activists saw it al-

" mostasalaststand forthework-

_mg class traditions that they -

‘ hen: ¢ Were
600 ‘it the ﬁnai COHSE bash |
last year. B
Therest have voted w:th thexr
feet because they feel they've
been taken overand havenoreal -

- stake in the new organisation.

I know that it’s trendy to say

that we shouldn’t look at UNI-

SON interms of the former part-

" ner unions. In truth, that’s just

shorthand for saying accept the
takeover and don’t object when
the ex-NALGO culture, struc-

ture and agenda are rammed o

down your throats.
A classic example is the head
office fiasco. Your correspon-

dent seems to think that the de- i

feat of calls for a new head

office and centralisation at

Mabledon Place is some sort of
thory fortheleft. =

Rubbish. What it means is
that the old COHSE and NUPE
HQ’s will be closed, staff
sacked and the image of a take-
over re-inforced once again.

If the left aren’t prepared to
accept and defend the cultural
and class traditions that NUPE
and COHSE activists brought
into the new union, we’ll be left
with nothing much more than a
slightly larger white collar un-
ion than NALGO was before
the merger.

The potential is there to
achieve something much better
than that; but the Socialist Qut-
look report on the first confer-
ence takes us nowhere.

What do readers think?

| Yowsclf why there were only
200 x-COHSE delegates atthe
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~ Saveza Samostalnih

.also you.

resolutions to
‘their Labour party

cront IWA Com

greet

Sindikata is the
confederation of trade
unionsof
Bosnia- Hercegovma. |
JENNY MEES of

International Workers Aid
spoke to SULEJMAN

HRLE (president), VAN

'BULE (member of the

union presidency) and

- KEMAL MULALIC
o (Intemational relations

- 4.~dopartment) on May Day

i Saraievo

union federations ~and

| Weareveryghdyoumade
itto Saraievo_ We appreciate it

similar

branches.

““This GC notes: v

1. The ongoing Bosnian re-

‘sistance and its ‘multi-ethnic
- character - *

2. The effect ofthearmsem-

bargo_ in depriving the Bosnian
- resistance of the ability to fight

back

3. The aim of the UN and
Western states involved to do a
deal with Serb leader Milosevic
which would result in a carve-
up of Bosnia, based on ethnic
cleansing and so-called ethnic
purity

4. The convoy, launched by

more because you made it on
your own and are a symboli of
rank and file Eur0pean trade

‘unionists engaged in concrete

aid for us.

- 1.B. In Brussels we pro-

posed a demonstration in

- Sarajevo as an appeal to the

world against aggression,

for peace and for respect

‘for labour. This demonstra-

~ tion is very important be-
~causewe havehadno
‘support whatsoever till now.
J.M. What is the role of

the trade unions now in

Bosnia-Hercegovina?
~ S.H. Our duty is fighting ag-
gression. A lot of workers
- are on the frontlines. Those

J M Whatlsthomhg |
- of this May Day for
| Bosnl’an workers.

- S.H.In March.three of us
~ ~got out of Sarajevo and vis-
ited France, Germany and
* Belgium. In Brusselswe
- met officials of international

that stay behind are en-

~ gaged in all sorts of tasks.
Utelsverydil‘ﬁcolt.iustgetr.

tiugemughtoeatrsahlg

- task. But, you saw yourself, in -
-factories still producing people
~work without pay in unspeak

‘ablydmnconditions

Many have died in work--

_places. Teachers, medical
- staff, socralworkcrsareessen- _-

. tial for keeping society going.

Nobodvoetswnaymm@d-

'.nobodydemandsrt.

e resol Ty |on on
Bosn ia

. we reprlnt i
- the text of a
' resolution on’
~ Bosnia passod by
‘Oxford East CLP,
~and urge anyono

- who can to put

theTlmexsu'ikasandorgan
tsedbylntematlonalWorkers

- ing the siege ofTuzla last No-
‘vember.

This GC asserts Bosma S

~ right to exist as a multi-ethnic
~ state and opposes any plan to
‘breakitup.

'IhedefeetoftheBosmanre— |
'smtancewouldstrengthenmc-

tion, in particular Greater
Serbian chauvinism, against the
Albanians in Kosovo and other
national groupings. @~

This GC believes that further
involvement of foreign troops
or NATO airstrikes, offer no
real solution to Bosnia and no
solution to the peoples of the
Balkans.

This GC therefore supports

the multi-ethnic Bosnian resis-

tance and agrees to:

1. Support the efforts of In-
ternational Workers Aid in
sending other convoys to Tuzla
and in building links with trade
unions in former Yugoslavia

2. Send a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Shadow Cabinet.”

ask for better condi- -
‘tions and payment for
- them, that is impossi-

 ian aid for our member- |;

- rebuilding the social -

KM. In Brussels we pro-
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The union cannot -

ble; we do have duties ||
organising humanitar-

ship. K.M. ,
For the immediate
future our main task is

and economic infra-

O
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structure. 80 percent of L

industry and communi- SI.lpp"cs brought to 'l'uzla by the IWA convoys have boon ossential |
- choice. |

cations are destroyed! Agricul-
ture is in a difficult srtuatron

we have no resources, no
seeds. Afterwards our task will

be, like yours, defending rights

and living conditions of work—- |
ors. - -

J.M. Have Eoropoan

~unions been active snough
.~ providing aid and

solidarity?

'S.H.No.Wegotgood
- wishes and nice words but
“nio real help. We need re-

sources for our industry to -
get going again: we have no
spare parts, no raw materl-

als, no fuel. |

posed every member of the '

~ble?
 J.M. If the leadership

- organises a broad |

- campaign to explain it to
~ the members it can work.
 Rtwould be a real act of
~ solidarity. Butitis
. important the members
‘have a say inhow funds

mtematlonal union federa-

“tions give 1 Deutschmark
“for a BiH trade union fund?

Do you think thrs Is possi-

- are spont, andcanaiso
~engage in direct links \vlth
,,.;Bosnian unions. o

, g M. Iagree Ploase under-f-

~ stand we don’t want to be

.. dependent on aid, we. reatly_]
e drshkeit botwohaveno o

‘We can't afford to be so
proud as to say ‘we will do it
all on our own’ because we

- have nothing, not even food
~and clothing. Here in Sarajevo
-everybody would have died

without UNHCR and other hu-

manitarian organisations.

But now it is possible to

 start anew, there is the: peace
- with Croatianforces and the
~building of a federation with
.. ~Groatia. We have great hopes

1.B. We thank you. Itis

enough what you have al-
ready done. We know how
difficult it is to organise

help. Just to come here, to
take this May Day so seri-
o._usly rs 1mportant tor us

‘Bosnia m a kes m ar con

candldates in France
under the banner of

.' ‘Europe begins at
_' Sarajevo has opened up

debate - including

- within the ‘Sarajevo list
- ltself. Bernard
Henri-Levy, organiser of

‘Europe begins at
'_Sarajevo announced the

withdrawal of

| candldatos, because they
| _were llkely to win a few

seats! A minority
appears to be continuing

 the electoral campaign.

CATHERINE |
SAMARY of the Ligue
Communiste |
Revolutionnaire (LCR,
French section of the
Fourth International)
gives her personal view.
(The article was an
immediate reaction to
the debate around the
list and written before
recent developments).
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cathorlno Samary
THE INIT TATIVE should be

judged on its merits. It is not

“only legitimate but useful to

- introduce a debate on the
stakes in Bosnia into the

European elections.

Of course there is no ‘class
line’ and the organisers want to
appeal to all political parties:
supporters are as much on the
right as on the left. But whose
fault is it if rejection of the eth-
nic carve-up of Bosnia doesn’t
mobilise the whole left?

Can we complain about ‘right
wing’ discourse when they sup-
port the right of the victims of
ethnic cleansing to defend
themselves?

Political pressures on the
Bosnians to give up the fight and
accept the plan for ethnic divi-
sion reveal cynicism or myopia.

Cynicism that anticipates es-

; bours

< e £t - _‘f .‘- Fv _fg.g;,’. -
L . - i
" . . o~

| tabh&luhg mder’ through a
 Milosevic-Tiidjman -alliance,
- Jegitimising ethnic clmmg in
all states involved. -
Cynicism that presents those B
~ Bosnians resisting such policies
~ asbeing responsible for the war.

Cynicism that justifies violence

and massive displacements of

‘people — whilst restricting the

nght to asylum.

" Short-sighted because ‘plans

~ for ethnic division’ are, and will
- be, a source of permanent war.
~ Short-sighted because the
_breaking-up of Bosnia will sig-

nify the'same fate for its neigh-

- This is what we have in com-

-mon with supporters of the

"Sarajevo list’. But we don’t be-

~ lieve UN recognition of Bosnia -

means the UN can save: multi-
ethnic Bosnia.

We don’t think lifting the

arms embargo should only be

demanded ‘if the UN doesn’t

carry out its mandates’. Nor

. does support for the Bosnian re-

sistance — and its right to have

- arms - imply uncritical support

for the policies of Izetbegovic.

Multi-ethnic Bosnia can only
be preserved by agreement
amongst all its communities.
This requires:

1) Punishment of war crimes
on the basis of factual evidence.

2) Equality between the peo-
ples, their right to self-determi-
nation and guarantees against
repression of minorities.
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' By Martin Stewart

ON MAY 28 over 40,000
assembled at the Bastille to
meet the national demon-
stration of 500 against un-
employment organised by
comnuttees of AC! (Act to-
gether against unemplov-
mept '} in 'eiiie% towns and

!C"’ for 'zseé' 'Ea.:yt Ox Eober;
Wwas a response of the workers
and unemploved to refuse to ac-
cept the rising tide ol unem-
ployment which has engulfed
France,

Its aim 1s none other than a
giobal solution to the problem

- of unemployment and social

marginalisation: their abolition

‘through a cut in the working

week and requisition of empty
houses for the home!ess

The march has catalysed a | |

widespread recognition of the
urgency to act against unem-
ployment and has helped to en-
courage a debate about how
such a campaign should be
taken forward.

The trade unions have em-

phasized the struggle against
job losses and redundancies
whitlst the unemployed have
pointed to the need for emer-

cency measures such as a mas-

sive cut in the working week.

This discussion has been
hoth difficult and useful. As the

demonstration passed through
towns on the routes of the
march the dialogue has devel-
oped and the agreement of the
need for common objectives to
fight for has come to the fore.
Both the trade unions and the
unemployed organisations
have recognised in action that
the united front on the issue of

Co-organised by the major wunemployment has beenavalu-

orgamsatlons of the trade un-
ions and the unemployed it now
has over 200 groups organised

across France,

Such a reception and na-
tional mobilisation, organised
in less than six months by an
alliance: of the unemployed,
trade unionists and activists,

shows the depth of the- socnfal"

crisis- that is affecting both the
unemployed and workers. -

RESIDENTIAL school with en-suite rooms, within
200 yards of LECTURES and WORKSHOPS, as

well as the vital BAR, CRECHE, and FREE SPORTS |
facilities. £80 waged, £30 unwaged. £20/£7.50
deposit secures a place. Write to

Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.

able gain. There are lessons

here for all of us.

Success always “breeds self
confidence and the organisa-
tions of the unemployed, the

MNCP (National Movement of

- the Unemployed and Marginal- -
| lsed) and UNAC (National Un- -
Unemployed

Assocxatlons) have. estabhshed; o
- atimetable for the organisation
. of conferences of the unem-

ion  of
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ployed and the marginalised for
September 30 and October 1
where they will debate how to

- take the campaign forward.

AC! itself is now debating its

- tuture role. Two themes have
‘emerged so far. First: to con-
tinue to encourage discussions

and common projects between

the organisations of the unem-
- ployed, farm workers, students

and the unemployed.

Attached to such a develop- -

ment it is hoped to develop lo-
cal “solidarity houses’’ - places
where common between work-

ers and the unemployed can be

organised. =
Thus AC! will be able to push

forward the debate at both a

local and national level. Sec-

ond: that the debate on global
solutions does not simply be-
come a party political issue. It

Aberystwyth August 25 29

| cFlVE DAYS of study
| discussion and fun.
Plenary sessions will draw
| lessons from -
® ITALY: Mussolini’'s march
from social democracy to
fascism
@ Revolution and
counter~revolutlon in SPAIN |
® Germany: the fight for
‘the united front.
- @ Fascism TODAY.
@® RACISM in Fortress
Europe
Plus workshops, and
additional themes:
® Marxism and the
National Question.
® Women'’s Liberation.

N t T e R Lt

gives lead

has to be based on the cam-
paigns of werkers, the young
and the unemployed.

The AC! initiative has given

a lead to all the workers and
unemployed across Europe.
Nobody has to accept the
Europe of the bosses and the
multinationals.

The social crisis that affects

France is a social crisis that af-

fects the whole of Europe.

Such a crisis can lead to a
continental alliance between

Bloody but
unbowed

'CHINESE bureaucrats’ cele-

brations over US President
Clinton’s decision to renew
China’s Most Favoured Na-
tion trading privileges over-
lapped neatly with the fifth
anniversary of the bloody
Beijing Massacre.

Dropping the pretence of
holding out for an end to hu-
man rights abuses in China,
Clinton sought to hide behind
the powerful US business
lobby, which had claimed that
disruption of trade could cost
thousands of US jobs.

In fact China runs a mas-
sive £23 billion trade surplus
with the USA: the business
lobby are {ooking not to imme-
diate profits but to the longer
term strategic issue of the res-
toration of capitalismin
China, which is being carried
out under the control of the
same Stalinists whose tanks
crushed the democratic revolt
of students and workers in
Tienanmen Square. -

Already the US is China’s
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the working ciass and the un-
employed. Such an alliance is
imminent in the failure of the
west European bourgeois order
and its inability to deliver any-
thing to the workers and unem-
ployed in the East bar poverty
and Fortress European Union.
France also shows that the or-
ganised intervention by marx-
ists, such as that of the Fourth
International in France, can en-
able such an alliance to reach its
full potential.

most important export market
and key trading partner:
American multinationals want
to retain the front place in the
race to exploit the opportuni-
ties of this vast market and
pool of cheap labour.

Having faced down Clin-
ton’s empty threats of sanc-

tions, the Chinese .

- bureaucracy turned their at-—
tention to a massive police
clampdown in.Beijing, with
roadblocks and identity
checks in force around the
University and Tienanmen
Square itself, to ensure there
were no echoes of the events
of 1989.

Unfair shares

FIGURES from the United Na-
tions Development Report |
show that the world’s poorest
20 percent of population now
share just 1.4 percent of
global income. By contrast
the richest 20 percent has
seen its share increase over
the past ten years from 76.3
percent to 82.7 percent.

Nissan losses

THE GIANT Nissan Motors,
Japan’s second biggest car
manufacturer, has recorded
massive losses of £1.3 billion
in the last financial year -
double the previous year's

losses. |

By contrast Toyota re-
mained the car-in front, notch-
ing up profits of £1 billion.
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- Open second front agamst

By Chris Brooks

FACED WITH the Tory on-
slaught on the welare state
and the continued ascen-
dancy of the new realists in
the Labour Party, the left
doesn’t just face a cross-
roads. It faces two decisive

choices.

@ Firstly, is it possible to ac-
cept that the labour movement
be silent about the need to forge
a labour movement alliance to

defend and extend welfare
“rights?

Key to off' ce

. Such a campaign - for full
| employment for real jobs not
,fC_lt_lzen, s Service’ stop- gaps, -

- for a restored NHS, for decent

bour

pensions and more - can be La-

bour’s key to office and the la-
‘most

movement’s
cffective means of self defence?

® Secondly, is it possible to
ignore the need to regenerate a

"~ united current in the labour
o movement that will defend the

movement’s historic principles

against any attempt at pacts, bi- -~ (AC!).shows how it is possible

- partisanship or coalition?

Poverty is a central fact of life

‘in Britain today.

-' as those of the 1950s. Amongst -

- runs at over 20 percent, double

- According to the Brztzsh'
Medzcal Journal, death rates

amongst the poorest are as high

the under-20s, ‘unemployment

| _.‘that of older workers.

- olds have no income at all. Liv-.

ing standards for Britain’s poor-
est are back to the levels of

. thlrty years ago.

| Minim'u_m wage

need is for a minimum wage.

Transport union leader Bill
Morris says that a £4-a-hour
minimum is essential (at least!).
John Prescott - the ‘left’ of La-

bour’s leadership - says there is

no need to put a figure on it!
The GMB’s John Edmonds,
has spelt out Labour’s need for

“coherent set of values™, like”

“full employment.

. . .
| -
. .

But the Party leadership
won’t touch it with a ten-foot
pole because it means commit-
ting themselves to promises on

1ajor and Blair

spending which may alienate

~ their would-be friends in the

City!

The Labour leadership can
see that the economic situation
in Europe is such that we can’t
maintain the established wel-
fare rights without cutting the

profits of big business. Labour’s

current leaders just won’t call
for it. The bosses won’t give it
away.

Edmonds and Morris are
right to demand concrete pro-
posals: but they must be forced
to turn their words into action.

They must put the resources
of their unions behind cam-
paigns againg these Tory at-

tacks and for the Labour Party
to adopt an economic pOlle
which breaks the economic con-

sensus and defends and extends
the welfare state. There is a
wide current of opinion in the
labour movement that can be

‘united in advocating real jobs,

decent welfare rights and real
social justice.

Europe

The remarkable success of
the ‘Acttogether agamst Unem-
ployment!’ campaxgn in France

for the rank and file of the trade .'
union movement to mount such

a campaign.

- Weneed to bulld uplocaland

nat_lonal initiatives - defending
health services and welfare
rights, against cuts in local gov-
ernment services and the volun-

tary sector, against privatisation

. and for the building of new
Over 68,000 16 and 17-year;_.

homes and the creation of real
jObS w1th trade union rates of

- pay. |
C We need a broadly—based |
conference of the labour move-

ment and users of the welfare
state to build up a national

" Consider how burning the  movement.

The resources and the expe-
rience of the whole labour
movement can start to forge a
broad movement involving
trade unionists, young people,
singel mothers, pensioners, the
unemployed and other users of

‘the welfare state.
Trades Councils and union
regions need to be organising

for marches and working con-
ferences on the 1ssues of welfare

‘rights and full employment.

It’s too important a fight to be

~left to Labour politicians.

|Employment |

As quéues of those in poverty grow longer, more radical policies are vital

By Jerry ,C:lll'l'an‘ .

IT WAS NO surprise to see a
desperate John Major, his

party languishing in third

place in national opinion'polls

and facing annihilation.in the
- Euro=elections, attempt to |

whip up a populist reaction-

- ary backlashagainst beggars..

His government has of course
done more to create beggars
than any other since the 1930s.

-Behind the massaged official
- figures, realistic estimates sug-

gest unemployment at four to

five million. Whole communities

have been devastated and lives

wrecked by the closure of basuc_

‘industries.
Social security benefits have

been slashed: special needs pay-
ments have been axed, and par-
tially replaced by loans from the

cash-limited Social Fund.
Over 140,000 househoids,
and countless more individuals

are homeless, while council

housing has ground to a halt as
a result of Tory restrictions on
spending. 20 hostels for the

homeless face closureasthe To-

ries axe their grants.

In 1988 Major himself cut off

social security payments to 16
and 17 year olds — to save

“£140m from the DSS budget.

Thatcherite policies have wid-

~ ened the gulf between the rich

and poor, and massively ex-

Pregnant and penmless

panded the numbers living in

poverty: the bottom 20 percent

of the population are actually
worse off now than in 1979,

while the richest 10 percent have |

gained an average £13,900 per
year.

Some of the poorest and most

desperate have travelled to the

big cities to beg rather than lan-

guish in equal poverty and
squalor out of sight.

- £1,000 fine

Major’s threat to use the law

against beggars is especially
ironic. Possible penalties

Major outburst o
begs challen ge

against conwcted oﬁenders in-
clude fines of up to £1,000: how
on earth could they be made to
pay?

Alternatlvely, jauls ‘could be
further extended or over-
crowded to accommodate and
feed those currently with no roof

over their heads: but this would

result in Major's government
spending through the Home Of-

fice some of the millions it has

slashed from social security. -
The screw is tightening, wnth
the growing harassment of the

long- term unemployed through

‘restart’ schemes. When Ken-

neth Clarke’s new ‘Jobseekers:

Allowance’ replaces -unemploy-

ment benefit in 1996, dole pay- -
ments to-hundreds of thousands |
of jobless aged-below 25 will be"
cut by 20 percent — axing up to

£10 per week.

But few workers know of
these - attacks, and fewer still
were alerted to the threat to

benefits and services that have

now already been axed. Public
sector and civil service unions

have failed to build broad-based

campaigns to defend these cru-
cial components of the welfare
state.

They should now be sounding

the alarm: a nationwide cam-
paign.is needed that will not only

expose the Tory plans, but de- -

mand Labour break from iis
timid economic consensus and
commit itself to restore and ex-

- pand the welfare state.
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