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Demandmg freedom for asylum seekers |mpr|soned in Brltam

people marched to

Campsfield detention centre

to protest against the injus-
‘tice meted out to black peo-
ple under the racist
immigration laws.
The march called for the clo-

sure of the Campsfield, run by -

the notorious Group 4 and the
immediate release of all those
imprisoned by the immigration
authorities.

A tourist travelling through
rural Oxfordshire may find it

| By Nigel Fisher

ON SATURDAY June 4500 -

| easy to 1magme that the area, 'on
the edge of the Cotswolds, is a

haven of idyllic rural peace and _ .
- welcome they receive is deten-

tion in oﬁen unbearable condl- _~
tlons e - B
" Once a detainee under Brlt-

that worst aspects of life in Tory
Britain are many miles away in

" the inner cities of London and .
- the West Midlands. | ~

Sideroad

Tucked away down a side

" road close to Oxford Airport is |
Campsﬁeld House detention

centre — Britain’s concentration
camp for black people seeking
asylum in a country that likes to

pose as a champion of human

rights.
Campsfield is the flagship of

a number of prisons dedicated
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Cops protect Tyndall

THE SUCCESSFUL Isle of Dogs election campaign
shows the labour movement needs to get out on the
streets if the BNP Nazis are to he isolated and defeated.

Sadly this is lacking in Dagenham where BNP leader

John Tyndall is standing in the June 9 by- -election.
On Saturday June 4 he was out canvassing, accompanied

by thirty or so skin-head thugs.

- Nazi filth unchallenged.

~ Newham Monitoring Project had organised a protest but a
very heavy police presence allowed Tyndall to peddle his

to the detention of asylum seek-

ers and other black people who
wish to come to Britain. The

ain’s immigration laws a person
is treated as a criminal, without

havmg been given any kind of
trial. The location of
Campsfield isolates people-

~from eommumtles in Britain
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500 protestors outside the campsﬂeld detentlon centre

~an attempt to stop the detainees

respondmg with their OWn pro-
test on the inside.

~ Large numbers of police, in-
- cluding riot vans and police

horses were further evidence

that the authorities are scared of
. any links between the detainees

“and hinders access to lawyers |

and adv1ce agencies.

Fortress Europe

The regime at Campsfield
and its sister establishments at
Haslar in Hampshire and Har-
mondsworth near Heathrow
“Airport is Britain’s contribution
to “Fortress Europe™.

At the rally outside the deten-
tion centre the protestors
shouted for “Close Campsfield
down!”’ showing their solidar-
ity with those inside.

The authorities have in-
- stalled mirror glass in the win-
dows and elaborate security,
including a high wall to prevent

 the detainees having contact
with the outside world. This is

and the outside world.
When a group of 30 people

“attempted to march around the

‘site to where some contact
could be made with the de-
tainees two people were ar-
rested and one may face
trumped up charges.

There were several speakers

“who showed that working class

black people are fighting back
against the immigration laws.
Mohammed Sekhoun from the
Algerian Community Associa-
tion, Mohammed Idris from the
West Midlands Anti-deporta-
tion Campaign, a speaker from

the Community of Refugees

from Zaire in Great Britain,
Nirma Rahasingham from the
Joint Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants and a speaker from

the National Union of Refugee

Organisations.

There was some labour'

movement representation both

on the march and amongst the
speakers. Manny Blake from

the N.C.U. spoke at the rally as
did Tess Kingham, the Labour
candidate for the Cotswold
euro-constituency.

Jeremy Corbyn MP also

spoke. Several Labour council-

lors were on the march. Marc
Wadsworth spoke on behalf of
the Anti-Racist Alliance.

Absentees

What was missing was any
representation from the Labour
front bench, who seem to be
going along with the detention
of immigrants and asylum seek-
ers!

All anti-racists should bulld
the campaign against

Campsfield, alongside with

support fro all anti-deportation
campaigns. There is another
demonstration at Campsfield on
June 25, and every last Saturday

“of the month.

There is also a regular ‘Free-
dom’ camp outside. These
-events should be built by all
‘those who wish to see an end to

the suffering caused by the con-
trols on immigration.

Newham poverty

breeds racism

~undoubtedly assisted by the ex-

By Mark Jasen

DESPITE Derek Beackon los-
ing his seat in Millwall during
the recent council elections, it
is quite clear that the fascist
British Nationalist Party have
extended their base of support

in East London.
In Millwall ward Beackon actu-

ally increased his vote from the

previous by-election, but in the
neighbouring borough of Ne-
wham the BNP received their

~ highest percentage of the vote in

the country. In Becton ward the
BNP received 32 percent of the
vote, losing by only 66 votes to
Labour

- For months leading up to the
electtons, BNP supporters can-

vassed and leafleted selected ar-

eas in the south of the borough,
capitalising on anger felt by local
residents at years of neglect and
lack of decent housing and serv-
ices.

Their racist explanation for lo-
cal poverty and deprivation was

plicitly racist “Conservatives
Against Labour’s Unfair Ethnic
Policies” (CALUEP) campaign.

~ The Tories’ low vote shows that

by playing the race card they sim-

ply added to the support for the -

BNP.
The combined vote of the BNP

~and CALUEP, though, was
greater than Labour’s, showing

the extent of the racist sentiment
in the borough. -

Mobilisation
The Labour electoral victory in
Becton ward was almost cer-
tainly secured through the mobi-
lisation of the anti-fascist vote, by

the “Equal Rights For All” cam-
paign co-ordinated by Newham

- Monitoring Project and Council

Workers Against the Nazis, but
drawing in forces from a whole
number of local organisations.
To a lesser degree the work
carried out by the Anti Nazi
League also played an important
role, and the joint activities of the
two campaigns was an extremely
positive step for the local anti-

racist movement.
- Apost-election meeting called

- by NMP drew together a number

of organisations, all of whom ex-
pressed a commitment to con-
tinue campaigning over the next
period, and developed a wide
ranging strategy for fighting ra-
cism and fascism, building sup-

port throughout the local

community, providing support

- networks for those facing the

threat of racist thugs, and for

~ fighting for better housing and

resources for all.
The Newham Needs cam-

- paign, organised by the joint

trade union committee of the lo-
cal council unions, estimates
that the borough is now being

~underfunded to the tune of £20

million, with the threatened loss
of the £13 million “cushioning
grant” next year.

The council must develop
policies to improve local housing
and services, to challenge the
rise of racism and fascism, and
to fight for a massive increase in
funding from central govern-
ment.
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“THE LABOUR leadership

regained the initiative yester-
day in the debate over disaf-
fected youth when it
embraced the principle of a
nationwide Citizens’ Service
for teenagers,” enthused the

Guardian.

As always it pays socialists to
be wary of anything praised by
the mealy-mouthed Guardian.

- Labour’s scheme is a timid

rehash of previous failed ‘job-

creation’ packages, like the Cal-
laghan government’s notorious
and misnamed ‘Y outh Opportu-
nities Programme’.

Summed up by Sir Gordon
Borrie of Labour’s ludicrously
mis-named ‘Commission for
Social Justice’ as “‘a form of
civilian national service’’, the
new scheme is in fact a direct
attack on working class youth.
While national service involved
universal conscription, the new
Labour scheme would almost
exclusively affect the poorest
layers of youth leaving school
without qualifications: the more
prosperous layers of the middle
class who could afford to steer
clear of the benefits system
would not be drafted.

The plan is a cowardly retreat
from a properly-resourced pro-
gramme of useful public works.
Some of its newer features have

- been shamelessly cribbed from

the out-and-out wage-cutting
programme of the Clinton ad-
ministration in the USA.

For a pretend ‘wage’ of just
£50 per week, youth would be
encouraged to ‘volunteer’ for a

‘jobs’, such as caring for chil-
dren or the elderly, or ‘environ-
mental’ schemes such as
clearing inner-city waste
ground.

Labour’s new gimmick is to
suggest that completing a 3-
month tour of duty in the Citi-
zens’ Service would entitle the
still jobless youth to ‘credits’ —
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£500-vouchers, theoretically ex-
changeable for further training
or possibly even for housing.

But in the absence of any
promise of a job at the end of the
3- month slog or even after an-
other round of extra training,
and in today’s dire shortage of
public sector housing, with La-
bour fighting shy of any pledge
to boost the housing budget, it is
hard to see hoy young people
could take either of these prom-
ises very seriously.

-~ Even Sir Gordon’s most opti-
mistic projection is that “half
the long term unemployed tak-
ing part in community service
would go on to find a job™.

Press gang

What Labour’s leaders have
steered well clear of is explain-
ing exactly how far this really

- would be a “voluntary’ scheme,

and how far youth would be

3-month stint on a variety of = Press-ganged into ‘volunteer-

ing’ by the threatened with-
drawal of benefits.

Indeed Labour is still in con-
fusion as to whether or not it
would restore the entitlement of
16 and 17-year old school leav-
ers to the social security benefits

snatched from them by John

Major’s brutal gang. Even gov-
ernment figures show 76,000

Where next

IT WAS A triumph for the
Anti Nazi League and its
leaders, the Socialist

Workers Party.

The huge turnout — claimed
as 150,000 by Saocialist
Worker - to the May 28 ANL
Carnival was achieved in the
teeth of opposition and ob-
struction from much of the of-
ficial 1abour and union
bureaucracy.

It reflects the strength of
anti-fascism and anti-racism
among wide layers of white
youth, though in contrast with
last year’s festival called by

the Anti Racist Alliance it
also shows much more lim-
ited support for the ANL
among organisations of the
black communities.

However the ANL’s power
to mobilise in such numbers
also carries a responsibility
to develop this movement and
go forward: as the SWP would
be the first to say on any

other issue, carnivals alone
are not enough to defeat fas-

cism - or the racism on which
it feeds.

Unfortunately it seems that
the response to the May 28

from t

school leavers have so far been

cut adrift by the Tories with no
job, no training and no income

support to keep them alive.
But instead of seizing upon

this as an i1ssue on which to wage

a real fight, Labour’s front
bench are so frightened of prom-
ising to spend any money or
raise any taxation from the rich,
that they retreated like startled
rabbits from the issue as soon as
the Tories spotted the weakness
of their stance and asked the
logical question. -

So this again questions the
credibility ofthe Citizens’ Serv-
ice scheme. If it is genuinely
voluntary, then there will inevi-
tably be thousands of justifiably
cynical and disaffected youth

who will opt out.

Will Labour restore their
right to income support? Or will
they copy the Tories in seeking
to compel jobless youth into
phoney ‘training’ schemes by
withholding benefits?

Another problem affects

even wider layers of workers. If
the youth who do volunteer are
given real rather than pretend
jobs, whether in the public or

~ private sector, then inevitably

the danger arises that they be-
come simply a low-paid substi-
tute for employing an adult
worker at a viable adult wage.

success will be for the SWP
and ANL to stand even more
resolutely against unity with
other anti-racist organisa-
tions.

Independent

Many who attended the Car-
nival were independent of any
political current, but would he
prepared to join other local
and national mobhilisations
against racism as well as op-
posing fascist violence.

This is why it is so disap-
painting to see that the ANL’s
energies are almost entirely

Timid Labour has let the Tories set the political agenda on taxing the rich

Labour argues that to avoid

- this problem the scheme would -

be carefully run in consultation
with the unions. But with the
TUC and other unions now ex-
plicitly prioritising ‘job secu-

‘rity’ above pay, we have little

grounds to feel reassured by
this.

The harsh reality is that either

the youth on Citizens’ Service
would be lumbered on poverty
pay doing marginal jobs which
nobody would otherwise do, or
they will become low-paid skiv-

- vies filling in for the absence of

properly-funded health care and
social services.

Worst way

" Indeed it is hard to think of

any worse way to provide con-
tinuing care for children or the
frail elderly than to draft in an
unwilling, cynical and transient
workforce of untrained and un-
skilled youth, forced to turn up
on pain of losing benefits, and
who know their maximum span
of work is three months.
While it would neaten up the
unemployment figures, Citi-
zens’ Service would do nothing
but stoke up increased fires of
resentment and alienation
among youth whom the labour
movement already scandal-

consumed with building it-
self, with little if any effort to
support anti-racist mobilisa-
tions such as the campaign to
close the Campsfield deten-
tion centre which houses vic-
tims of the Tory Asylum Act.

Of the tens of thousands of
anti-racists at the ANL’s bank
holiday Carnival, only those
who took leaflets from Social-
ist Qutlook or Campsfield
campaigners were told of the
national demonstration the
foliowing weekend.

If the ANL is to realise the
potential it displayed, and not

e Carnival?
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ously ignores.

Instead of this whimpering,
half-hearted attempt to appear
bold without offending big busi-
ness, Labour should map out a
genuine programme of job-
creation through public spend-
ing on massive programme of
useful public works. |

Instead of rewarding reluc-

tant youth for undertakin g baby-

sitting tasks by offering ‘credits’
for housing, why not employ
them in building schemes to
build new council houses and
flats for themselves and for the
tens of thousands of families
that need them? The money for
this is already trapped by Tory
laws in council bank accounts.
Instead of fobbing off young
people with slave wages for de-
livering community care to the
elderly, Labour should pledge a
massive expansion of proper
community care, offering
proper wages, and training thou-
sands of school leavers for use-
ful careers as health workers.
Instead of pussy-footing with
environmental questions, why
won’t Labour pledge itself to

invest in a massive expansion of

public transport and other infra-
structure projects, employing
adults and youth at proper rates
of pay?

The answer is simple enough:
Labour’s right wing modernis-
ers, in the ascendant, are trapped
in an unspoken economic con-

sensus with the Tories. Having

rejected any hint of socialism,
even bold reformist policies
such as taxing the rich have now
been ruled out in the quest for
electoral respectability.

Too frightened to challenge
the logic of the market system,
Blair and Labour’s right wing
leadership team wind up offer-
ing no radical solutions: and by
abandoning radicalism, they
condemn a Labour government
in advance to disappointing the
hopes and betraying the inter-
ests of millions of workers.

squander its suppeort, it must
lend practical support to strug-
gles against state racism and
racism at work, raising more -
developed political discus-
sion on the roots of racism,

as well as hitting the rela-
tively easy target of opposing
openly fascist minorities like
the BNP.

As Socialist Outlook’s back
page argued at the Carnival,
the task ahead is to cut off the
fascists at the roots - by unit-
ing all those willing to fight
against racism.
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" Question: What have TUC

over £1 million, Michael He-
seltine, has called for more
consultation in a Green Pa-

per. However it is clear now

that the preferred option for
both Heseltine and the Post

Ofﬁce Chief Executive, Bill |
Cockburn, is to sell 51% of

~ the Post Office for £1 billion.

. This could be a prlvatlsataon |
too far —the Post Oﬂice is avery

popular pubhc service with
wide ranging facilities. Privati-
sation can be defeated. The Un-
ion of Communication Workers
is very well orgamsed and q}ute

“prepared to take strike action to

defend jobs and workmg condl-
tions. .

In. the last year there were
17,002 days of unofficial indus-
trial _action mvolvmg Postal
Workers. Last month an unofﬁ-

s Breg b

cial walkout in Liverpool to de-
fend a victimised worker lasted
6 days, the longest unofficial
walkout since the introduction
of the 1991 Trade Union Law.
The UCW has enormous in-
dustrial strength. The Royal
Mail handles 61 million letters
daily, collects from over
120,000 pillar boxes and deliv-

“ers to 24.5 million addresses.

The union has already

launched its campaign to op-

pose privatisation, ‘Stand by -
your Post’. So far this has been
concentrated at the level of lob-
bying and postcard campaigns

but clearly ‘Stand by your Post’
has to become a real mass cam-

paign led by postal workers.

. The UCW conferenceout-
lined its campaigning approach;
‘All branches will, in support of
the campaxgn, redouble their ef-
forts to secure, the wldest
knowledge pubhcny and’ “Sup-
port for our case, 1ncludmg

‘whieni appropriaté a national'pe-
tmon and Iobby of Parliament

“ ': . 4.,- .', ':.."' '(' &"‘

o

Trades Counclls
; defend welfare rig [

give unequwocai support toal

9 SO bmyal of th& unempleyeﬁ

? -?"r}""r;"f‘ AV T

By Stovo Hall

I.olgh, Atherton

General Secretary John

‘Monks, David Hunt (Minis- o
ter of State for Employ-
- ment) and CB! Director
| General Homrd Davies got
in common? -

~ Answer: Al threa will be
1 taking part in a TUC organ-
‘ised Conference on Em-

ployment onJulySin
London.

- THE CONFERENCE takes
~ place despite unanimous op-
position from the National

Conference of Trades Coun-

cils, where delegate after

delegate condemned the idea
as class collaborationist and

As Carol Pass from Doncaster
. TUC asked: “why are we throw-
~ingthema ilfelme m therr hour of
‘- cnsas?’ e

Keith Smclalr (Humbersrde

~-. Association of TUCs) argued. -
" “the-TUC's -money would have -
been much better spent onfight-
~ing for the employment rights of
* victimised trade unionists:like
- John Pearson (in Tameside),
Amanda Lowe and Steve Gold-
“finch (in Bristol) and postal |
‘workers like Dave Chapple.”

Alas, ali this will be ignored by

. TUC leaders —such is the lack of -
bite that goes with the loud bark

of Trades Councils when it

~comes to influencing TUC pol- -
“icy. Butmany delegates intend to

picket the event anyway.

The conference unanimously

adopted Oxford County Associa-
tion’s strategy of non-coopera-
tion with the anti-union laws and
a call from Essex for TUC and

- national union leaderships to

A prlvatlsatlon oo fa
‘

AFTER A two year review
of the Post Office costing.

; l

Exnstmg pohcy commns the un-

ion to a speaking tour, a levy of

" UCW members of £1 a week, a
“national Householder leaflet

and consideration of stnke ac-~

tion to combat. pnvansanon.
A successful campaign must

" learn from the defeat of the min-

ers. Desp:te huge denfonstra-

tions in October 1992 ‘the
 campaign ran out of steam:by

.workers in struggle.

Conference called for a-TUG

: Day of Action, on a weekday, to

oppose -attacks on the welfare

state and supported burldlng lo-
 cal and national campaigns. An
- amendment called on the Labour
|eadership to declare support for
- maintaining universal benefits.

-As part of ‘the fight against

~ unemployment, the conference
~ decided to organise a Three Na-
_tions’ march agarnst unemploy- |

ment in 1995,

~ Conference passed a number
of other positive resolutions: on
‘racism and fascism, Ireland,
- Kurdistan, Western_Sah_ara,and |
against Post Office privatisation.
A successful Trade Union
- News meeting attracted over 40
delegates. Cait Wright, a mem-
“ber of Bolton Trades Council and

Lancashire Women Against Pit

- Closures who were denied the
‘possibility of speaking to confer-
-ence despite overwhelming sup-
~ port, brought everyone up to

‘date on the continuing struggle

at Parkside, the victimisation of

- Sylvia Pye (National Chair of
- WAPC) and issued a call for a

nationwide mobilisation to stop
British Coal's attempts to fill in
Parkside’s shafts and demolish
its headgear.

A number of resolutions, in-

cluding one in support of inter-

national Workers Aid, were ruled
out of order on dubious
grounds. An IWA fringe meeting
attracted a number of Trades

‘Council delegates who now want

to get involved.

For further details of
the picket of the TUGC
Conference on
Employment phone
Paul on 0703 396274.
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" demobilising on the streets and

relying on the backbone of
“Tory rebels’. e

- Counters closing

" Some Tones wﬂl oppose pri-

*';*vatlsatlon “Their rural voters

will be hard-hit by the threat of
Post Office ‘counters elosmg
" and variations in services which

are subsidised by other parts of

-~ —. - R

When |s a merger not a merger?

~ UNISON activist and

conference delegate -
GEOFF MARTIN takes

issue withthe - -~

. i1- _.,:.-'

conference report |n

- Socialist Outlook 63.

Further contributions

are invited.

-THE SOCIALIST Outlook

‘report on the first UNISON
Conference cannot be al-
- lowed to slip by without fur-

ther comment, as it totally
fails to deal with the struc-
tural issues in the new union

which were bubbling away
- below the surface down in

Bournemouth.

- Of course it was a setback
that the strategy for fighting the
pay freeze through national ac-
tion was defeated.

I also agree that it was a vic-

.tory for the left to get the key
‘motions on defence of the NHS

through the conference and

- probably an even bigger victory

to get the motion on Guy’s Hos-
pital both discussed and passed.
However, the reporting of the

‘debate on the Affiliated Politi-

cal Fund is miles wide of the
mark. If anyone was being divi-
sive over this issue it was the
ex-NALGO CP hacks who were
determined to get it on the
agenda.

Ex-COHSE and NUPE

members are proud of their tra-

dition of affiliation to the La-

bour Party and were rightly
pissed off at the prospect of be-
ing elbowed aside by former

NALGO members who have

never paid into Labour funds.
The issue did become divi-

the Post Office such as free de-
livery of prescnptlons and the
Postbus.. -

‘The UCW w1ll only bc suc-
cessful if it unites the labour
movement and post office users
behind it in mass action on the

scale of Iheg’oll Tax:rather than

relying on Iobbymg wet Tories.
Every area needs to support
the UCW campalgn .

|ssmg the pomt
 on UNISON-

- sive beermse many ex-COHSE

__and NUPE activists saw it al-

" mostasalaststand forthework-

_mg class traditions that they -

‘ hen: ¢ Were
600 ‘it the ﬁnai COHSE bash |
last year. B
Therest have voted w:th thexr
feet because they feel they've
been taken overand havenoreal -

- stake in the new organisation.

I know that it’s trendy to say

that we shouldn’t look at UNI-

SON interms of the former part-

" ner unions. In truth, that’s just

shorthand for saying accept the
takeover and don’t object when
the ex-NALGO culture, struc-

ture and agenda are rammed o

down your throats.
A classic example is the head
office fiasco. Your correspon-

dent seems to think that the de- i

feat of calls for a new head

office and centralisation at

Mabledon Place is some sort of
thory fortheleft. =

Rubbish. What it means is
that the old COHSE and NUPE
HQ’s will be closed, staff
sacked and the image of a take-
over re-inforced once again.

If the left aren’t prepared to
accept and defend the cultural
and class traditions that NUPE
and COHSE activists brought
into the new union, we’ll be left
with nothing much more than a
slightly larger white collar un-
ion than NALGO was before
the merger.

The potential is there to
achieve something much better
than that; but the Socialist Qut-
look report on the first confer-
ence takes us nowhere.

What do readers think?

| Yowsclf why there were only
200 x-COHSE delegates atthe
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~ Saveza Samostalnih

.also you.

resolutions to
‘their Labour party

cront IWA Com

greet

Sindikata is the
confederation of trade
unionsof
Bosnia- Hercegovma. |
JENNY MEES of

International Workers Aid
spoke to SULEJMAN

HRLE (president), VAN

'BULE (member of the

union presidency) and

- KEMAL MULALIC
o (Intemational relations

- 4.~dopartment) on May Day

i Saraievo

union federations ~and

| Weareveryghdyoumade
itto Saraievo_ We appreciate it

similar

branches.

““This GC notes: v

1. The ongoing Bosnian re-

‘sistance and its ‘multi-ethnic
- character - *

2. The effect ofthearmsem-

bargo_ in depriving the Bosnian
- resistance of the ability to fight

back

3. The aim of the UN and
Western states involved to do a
deal with Serb leader Milosevic
which would result in a carve-
up of Bosnia, based on ethnic
cleansing and so-called ethnic
purity

4. The convoy, launched by

more because you made it on
your own and are a symboli of
rank and file Eur0pean trade

‘unionists engaged in concrete

aid for us.

- 1.B. In Brussels we pro-

posed a demonstration in

- Sarajevo as an appeal to the

world against aggression,

for peace and for respect

‘for labour. This demonstra-

~ tion is very important be-
~causewe havehadno
‘support whatsoever till now.
J.M. What is the role of

the trade unions now in

Bosnia-Hercegovina?
~ S.H. Our duty is fighting ag-
gression. A lot of workers
- are on the frontlines. Those

J M Whatlsthomhg |
- of this May Day for
| Bosnl’an workers.

- S.H.In March.three of us
~ ~got out of Sarajevo and vis-
ited France, Germany and
* Belgium. In Brusselswe
- met officials of international

that stay behind are en-

~ gaged in all sorts of tasks.
Utelsverydil‘ﬁcolt.iustgetr.

tiugemughtoeatrsahlg

- task. But, you saw yourself, in -
-factories still producing people
~work without pay in unspeak

‘ablydmnconditions

Many have died in work--

_places. Teachers, medical
- staff, socralworkcrsareessen- _-

. tial for keeping society going.

Nobodvoetswnaymm@d-

'.nobodydemandsrt.

e resol Ty |on on
Bosn ia

. we reprlnt i
- the text of a
' resolution on’
~ Bosnia passod by
‘Oxford East CLP,
~and urge anyono

- who can to put

theTlmexsu'ikasandorgan
tsedbylntematlonalWorkers

- ing the siege ofTuzla last No-
‘vember.

This GC asserts Bosma S

~ right to exist as a multi-ethnic
~ state and opposes any plan to
‘breakitup.

'IhedefeetoftheBosmanre— |
'smtancewouldstrengthenmc-

tion, in particular Greater
Serbian chauvinism, against the
Albanians in Kosovo and other
national groupings. @~

This GC believes that further
involvement of foreign troops
or NATO airstrikes, offer no
real solution to Bosnia and no
solution to the peoples of the
Balkans.

This GC therefore supports

the multi-ethnic Bosnian resis-

tance and agrees to:

1. Support the efforts of In-
ternational Workers Aid in
sending other convoys to Tuzla
and in building links with trade
unions in former Yugoslavia

2. Send a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Shadow Cabinet.”

ask for better condi- -
‘tions and payment for
- them, that is impossi-

 ian aid for our member- |;

- rebuilding the social -

KM. In Brussels we pro-
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The union cannot -

ble; we do have duties ||
organising humanitar-

ship. K.M. ,
For the immediate
future our main task is

and economic infra-

O
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structure. 80 percent of L

industry and communi- SI.lpp"cs brought to 'l'uzla by the IWA convoys have boon ossential |
- choice. |

cations are destroyed! Agricul-
ture is in a difficult srtuatron

we have no resources, no
seeds. Afterwards our task will

be, like yours, defending rights

and living conditions of work—- |
ors. - -

J.M. Have Eoropoan

~unions been active snough
.~ providing aid and

solidarity?

'S.H.No.Wegotgood
- wishes and nice words but
“nio real help. We need re-

sources for our industry to -
get going again: we have no
spare parts, no raw materl-

als, no fuel. |

posed every member of the '

~ble?
 J.M. If the leadership

- organises a broad |

- campaign to explain it to
~ the members it can work.
 Rtwould be a real act of
~ solidarity. Butitis
. important the members
‘have a say inhow funds

mtematlonal union federa-

“tions give 1 Deutschmark
“for a BiH trade union fund?

Do you think thrs Is possi-

- are spont, andcanaiso
~engage in direct links \vlth
,,.;Bosnian unions. o

, g M. Iagree Ploase under-f-

~ stand we don’t want to be

.. dependent on aid, we. reatly_]
e drshkeit botwohaveno o

‘We can't afford to be so
proud as to say ‘we will do it
all on our own’ because we

- have nothing, not even food
~and clothing. Here in Sarajevo
-everybody would have died

without UNHCR and other hu-

manitarian organisations.

But now it is possible to

 start anew, there is the: peace
- with Croatianforces and the
~building of a federation with
.. ~Groatia. We have great hopes

1.B. We thank you. Itis

enough what you have al-
ready done. We know how
difficult it is to organise

help. Just to come here, to
take this May Day so seri-
o._usly rs 1mportant tor us

‘Bosnia m a kes m ar con

candldates in France
under the banner of

.' ‘Europe begins at
_' Sarajevo has opened up

debate - including

- within the ‘Sarajevo list
- ltself. Bernard
Henri-Levy, organiser of

‘Europe begins at
'_Sarajevo announced the

withdrawal of

| candldatos, because they
| _were llkely to win a few

seats! A minority
appears to be continuing

 the electoral campaign.

CATHERINE |
SAMARY of the Ligue
Communiste |
Revolutionnaire (LCR,
French section of the
Fourth International)
gives her personal view.
(The article was an
immediate reaction to
the debate around the
list and written before
recent developments).
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cathorlno Samary
THE INIT TATIVE should be

judged on its merits. It is not

“only legitimate but useful to

- introduce a debate on the
stakes in Bosnia into the

European elections.

Of course there is no ‘class
line’ and the organisers want to
appeal to all political parties:
supporters are as much on the
right as on the left. But whose
fault is it if rejection of the eth-
nic carve-up of Bosnia doesn’t
mobilise the whole left?

Can we complain about ‘right
wing’ discourse when they sup-
port the right of the victims of
ethnic cleansing to defend
themselves?

Political pressures on the
Bosnians to give up the fight and
accept the plan for ethnic divi-
sion reveal cynicism or myopia.

Cynicism that anticipates es-

; bours

< e £t - _‘f .‘- Fv _fg.g;,’. -
L . - i
" . . o~

| tabh&luhg mder’ through a
 Milosevic-Tiidjman -alliance,
- Jegitimising ethnic clmmg in
all states involved. -
Cynicism that presents those B
~ Bosnians resisting such policies
~ asbeing responsible for the war.

Cynicism that justifies violence

and massive displacements of

‘people — whilst restricting the

nght to asylum.

" Short-sighted because ‘plans

~ for ethnic division’ are, and will
- be, a source of permanent war.
~ Short-sighted because the
_breaking-up of Bosnia will sig-

nify the'same fate for its neigh-

- This is what we have in com-

-mon with supporters of the

"Sarajevo list’. But we don’t be-

~ lieve UN recognition of Bosnia -

means the UN can save: multi-
ethnic Bosnia.

We don’t think lifting the

arms embargo should only be

demanded ‘if the UN doesn’t

carry out its mandates’. Nor

. does support for the Bosnian re-

sistance — and its right to have

- arms - imply uncritical support

for the policies of Izetbegovic.

Multi-ethnic Bosnia can only
be preserved by agreement
amongst all its communities.
This requires:

1) Punishment of war crimes
on the basis of factual evidence.

2) Equality between the peo-
ples, their right to self-determi-
nation and guarantees against
repression of minorities.
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' By Martin Stewart

ON MAY 28 over 40,000
assembled at the Bastille to
meet the national demon-
stration of 500 against un-
employment organised by
comnuttees of AC! (Act to-
gether against unemplov-
mept '} in 'eiiie% towns and

!C"’ for 'zseé' 'Ea.:yt Ox Eober;
Wwas a response of the workers
and unemploved to refuse to ac-
cept the rising tide ol unem-
ployment which has engulfed
France,

Its aim 1s none other than a
giobal solution to the problem

- of unemployment and social

marginalisation: their abolition

‘through a cut in the working

week and requisition of empty
houses for the home!ess

The march has catalysed a | |

widespread recognition of the
urgency to act against unem-
ployment and has helped to en-
courage a debate about how
such a campaign should be
taken forward.

The trade unions have em-

phasized the struggle against
job losses and redundancies
whitlst the unemployed have
pointed to the need for emer-

cency measures such as a mas-

sive cut in the working week.

This discussion has been
hoth difficult and useful. As the

demonstration passed through
towns on the routes of the
march the dialogue has devel-
oped and the agreement of the
need for common objectives to
fight for has come to the fore.
Both the trade unions and the
unemployed organisations
have recognised in action that
the united front on the issue of

Co-organised by the major wunemployment has beenavalu-

orgamsatlons of the trade un-
ions and the unemployed it now
has over 200 groups organised

across France,

Such a reception and na-
tional mobilisation, organised
in less than six months by an
alliance: of the unemployed,
trade unionists and activists,

shows the depth of the- socnfal"

crisis- that is affecting both the
unemployed and workers. -

RESIDENTIAL school with en-suite rooms, within
200 yards of LECTURES and WORKSHOPS, as

well as the vital BAR, CRECHE, and FREE SPORTS |
facilities. £80 waged, £30 unwaged. £20/£7.50
deposit secures a place. Write to

Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.

able gain. There are lessons

here for all of us.

Success always “breeds self
confidence and the organisa-
tions of the unemployed, the

MNCP (National Movement of

- the Unemployed and Marginal- -
| lsed) and UNAC (National Un- -
Unemployed

Assocxatlons) have. estabhshed; o
- atimetable for the organisation
. of conferences of the unem-

ion  of
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ployed and the marginalised for
September 30 and October 1
where they will debate how to

- take the campaign forward.

AC! itself is now debating its

- tuture role. Two themes have
‘emerged so far. First: to con-
tinue to encourage discussions

and common projects between

the organisations of the unem-
- ployed, farm workers, students

and the unemployed.

Attached to such a develop- -

ment it is hoped to develop lo-
cal “solidarity houses’’ - places
where common between work-

ers and the unemployed can be

organised. =
Thus AC! will be able to push

forward the debate at both a

local and national level. Sec-

ond: that the debate on global
solutions does not simply be-
come a party political issue. It

Aberystwyth August 25 29

| cFlVE DAYS of study
| discussion and fun.
Plenary sessions will draw
| lessons from -
® ITALY: Mussolini’'s march
from social democracy to
fascism
@ Revolution and
counter~revolutlon in SPAIN |
® Germany: the fight for
‘the united front.
- @ Fascism TODAY.
@® RACISM in Fortress
Europe
Plus workshops, and
additional themes:
® Marxism and the
National Question.
® Women'’s Liberation.

N t T e R Lt

gives lead

has to be based on the cam-
paigns of werkers, the young
and the unemployed.

The AC! initiative has given

a lead to all the workers and
unemployed across Europe.
Nobody has to accept the
Europe of the bosses and the
multinationals.

The social crisis that affects

France is a social crisis that af-

fects the whole of Europe.

Such a crisis can lead to a
continental alliance between

Bloody but
unbowed

'CHINESE bureaucrats’ cele-

brations over US President
Clinton’s decision to renew
China’s Most Favoured Na-
tion trading privileges over-
lapped neatly with the fifth
anniversary of the bloody
Beijing Massacre.

Dropping the pretence of
holding out for an end to hu-
man rights abuses in China,
Clinton sought to hide behind
the powerful US business
lobby, which had claimed that
disruption of trade could cost
thousands of US jobs.

In fact China runs a mas-
sive £23 billion trade surplus
with the USA: the business
lobby are {ooking not to imme-
diate profits but to the longer
term strategic issue of the res-
toration of capitalismin
China, which is being carried
out under the control of the
same Stalinists whose tanks
crushed the democratic revolt
of students and workers in
Tienanmen Square. -

Already the US is China’s
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the working ciass and the un-
employed. Such an alliance is
imminent in the failure of the
west European bourgeois order
and its inability to deliver any-
thing to the workers and unem-
ployed in the East bar poverty
and Fortress European Union.
France also shows that the or-
ganised intervention by marx-
ists, such as that of the Fourth
International in France, can en-
able such an alliance to reach its
full potential.

most important export market
and key trading partner:
American multinationals want
to retain the front place in the
race to exploit the opportuni-
ties of this vast market and
pool of cheap labour.

Having faced down Clin-
ton’s empty threats of sanc-

tions, the Chinese .

- bureaucracy turned their at-—
tention to a massive police
clampdown in.Beijing, with
roadblocks and identity
checks in force around the
University and Tienanmen
Square itself, to ensure there
were no echoes of the events
of 1989.

Unfair shares

FIGURES from the United Na-
tions Development Report |
show that the world’s poorest
20 percent of population now
share just 1.4 percent of
global income. By contrast
the richest 20 percent has
seen its share increase over
the past ten years from 76.3
percent to 82.7 percent.

Nissan losses

THE GIANT Nissan Motors,
Japan’s second biggest car
manufacturer, has recorded
massive losses of £1.3 billion
in the last financial year -
double the previous year's

losses. |

By contrast Toyota re-
mained the car-in front, notch-
ing up profits of £1 billion.
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- Open second front agamst

By Chris Brooks

FACED WITH the Tory on-
slaught on the welare state
and the continued ascen-
dancy of the new realists in
the Labour Party, the left
doesn’t just face a cross-
roads. It faces two decisive

choices.

@ Firstly, is it possible to ac-
cept that the labour movement
be silent about the need to forge
a labour movement alliance to

defend and extend welfare
“rights?

Key to off' ce

. Such a campaign - for full
| employment for real jobs not
,fC_lt_lzen, s Service’ stop- gaps, -

- for a restored NHS, for decent

bour

pensions and more - can be La-

bour’s key to office and the la-
‘most

movement’s
cffective means of self defence?

® Secondly, is it possible to
ignore the need to regenerate a

"~ united current in the labour
o movement that will defend the

movement’s historic principles

against any attempt at pacts, bi- -~ (AC!).shows how it is possible

- partisanship or coalition?

Poverty is a central fact of life

‘in Britain today.

-' as those of the 1950s. Amongst -

- runs at over 20 percent, double

- According to the Brztzsh'
Medzcal Journal, death rates

amongst the poorest are as high

the under-20s, ‘unemployment

| _.‘that of older workers.

- olds have no income at all. Liv-.

ing standards for Britain’s poor-
est are back to the levels of

. thlrty years ago.

| Minim'u_m wage

need is for a minimum wage.

Transport union leader Bill
Morris says that a £4-a-hour
minimum is essential (at least!).
John Prescott - the ‘left’ of La-

bour’s leadership - says there is

no need to put a figure on it!
The GMB’s John Edmonds,
has spelt out Labour’s need for

“coherent set of values™, like”

“full employment.

. . .
| -
. .

But the Party leadership
won’t touch it with a ten-foot
pole because it means commit-
ting themselves to promises on

1ajor and Blair

spending which may alienate

~ their would-be friends in the

City!

The Labour leadership can
see that the economic situation
in Europe is such that we can’t
maintain the established wel-
fare rights without cutting the

profits of big business. Labour’s

current leaders just won’t call
for it. The bosses won’t give it
away.

Edmonds and Morris are
right to demand concrete pro-
posals: but they must be forced
to turn their words into action.

They must put the resources
of their unions behind cam-
paigns againg these Tory at-

tacks and for the Labour Party
to adopt an economic pOlle
which breaks the economic con-

sensus and defends and extends
the welfare state. There is a
wide current of opinion in the
labour movement that can be

‘united in advocating real jobs,

decent welfare rights and real
social justice.

Europe

The remarkable success of
the ‘Acttogether agamst Unem-
ployment!’ campaxgn in France

for the rank and file of the trade .'
union movement to mount such

a campaign.

- Weneed to bulld uplocaland

nat_lonal initiatives - defending
health services and welfare
rights, against cuts in local gov-
ernment services and the volun-

tary sector, against privatisation

. and for the building of new
Over 68,000 16 and 17-year;_.

homes and the creation of real
jObS w1th trade union rates of

- pay. |
C We need a broadly—based |
conference of the labour move-

ment and users of the welfare
state to build up a national

" Consider how burning the  movement.

The resources and the expe-
rience of the whole labour
movement can start to forge a
broad movement involving
trade unionists, young people,
singel mothers, pensioners, the
unemployed and other users of

‘the welfare state.
Trades Councils and union
regions need to be organising

for marches and working con-
ferences on the 1ssues of welfare

‘rights and full employment.

It’s too important a fight to be

~left to Labour politicians.

|Employment |

As quéues of those in poverty grow longer, more radical policies are vital

By Jerry ,C:lll'l'an‘ .

IT WAS NO surprise to see a
desperate John Major, his

party languishing in third

place in national opinion'polls

and facing annihilation.in the
- Euro=elections, attempt to |

whip up a populist reaction-

- ary backlashagainst beggars..

His government has of course
done more to create beggars
than any other since the 1930s.

-Behind the massaged official
- figures, realistic estimates sug-

gest unemployment at four to

five million. Whole communities

have been devastated and lives

wrecked by the closure of basuc_

‘industries.
Social security benefits have

been slashed: special needs pay-
ments have been axed, and par-
tially replaced by loans from the

cash-limited Social Fund.
Over 140,000 househoids,
and countless more individuals

are homeless, while council

housing has ground to a halt as
a result of Tory restrictions on
spending. 20 hostels for the

homeless face closureasthe To-

ries axe their grants.

In 1988 Major himself cut off

social security payments to 16
and 17 year olds — to save

“£140m from the DSS budget.

Thatcherite policies have wid-

~ ened the gulf between the rich

and poor, and massively ex-

Pregnant and penmless

panded the numbers living in

poverty: the bottom 20 percent

of the population are actually
worse off now than in 1979,

while the richest 10 percent have |

gained an average £13,900 per
year.

Some of the poorest and most

desperate have travelled to the

big cities to beg rather than lan-

guish in equal poverty and
squalor out of sight.

- £1,000 fine

Major’s threat to use the law

against beggars is especially
ironic. Possible penalties

Major outburst o
begs challen ge

against conwcted oﬁenders in-
clude fines of up to £1,000: how
on earth could they be made to
pay?

Alternatlvely, jauls ‘could be
further extended or over-
crowded to accommodate and
feed those currently with no roof

over their heads: but this would

result in Major's government
spending through the Home Of-

fice some of the millions it has

slashed from social security. -
The screw is tightening, wnth
the growing harassment of the

long- term unemployed through

‘restart’ schemes. When Ken-

neth Clarke’s new ‘Jobseekers:

Allowance’ replaces -unemploy-

ment benefit in 1996, dole pay- -
ments to-hundreds of thousands |
of jobless aged-below 25 will be"
cut by 20 percent — axing up to

£10 per week.

But few workers know of
these - attacks, and fewer still
were alerted to the threat to

benefits and services that have

now already been axed. Public
sector and civil service unions

have failed to build broad-based

campaigns to defend these cru-
cial components of the welfare
state.

They should now be sounding

the alarm: a nationwide cam-
paign.is needed that will not only

expose the Tory plans, but de- -

mand Labour break from iis
timid economic consensus and
commit itself to restore and ex-

- pand the welfare state.

vio3ds 1no-11nd

Nt TR et

! o L.
"”Vft 1»" P Ay
1 o~ !

AN v - W g Wia

L S TR T A TR

e N a Aimacin el e Weymian i~ e g -t g baratl s e + At ¥

" w}\u".\-

QRIS Nt it

i v

.- o




Labour Left and the
leadership election:

L et’s make
a real
out of It!

Literature can be cxrculated to w}"ch

By Pete Flrmin

NO-ONE can pretend the
election for Labour leader

takes place under good con-

ditions for the left. Constitu-
ency parties are frail, and
within them the left is weaker

than for a long time.

The One Member One Vote
system, compounded by the ap-
pallingly short time-table,
means discussion will be domi-
nated by the media beauty con-
test with the real issues barely
getting a look-in

Nomination is entirely in the
hands of the MPs, 34 of whom
have to back a candidate for
them to even get on the ballot

paper, regardless of the level of
support they may have in the

party and unions.

Coronation -

Moreover, with Brown’s
withdrawal and rumours of
Cook and Cunningham likely to
do the same, the pressure is on
for all other candidates to with-
draw in favour of Blair and for
the Party to have a coronation in
place of an election. With this
threat CLP activists should be
campaigning for their MP to
support a contest with a left
wing candidate. |

But the election is an oppor-
tunity the left cannot afford to

miss. It gives the chance to put

forward alternative policies on
the issues facing the movement,
both internally and externally, to
those on offer from all the front
bench candidates.

ﬁc’ﬁ%.? o
RS

ety
DB

R

AR
X [ \>}ﬁ§§
, QR
X
&}k. 3

&

R,
2%

fight P

.....
.............
e,

R
ﬁc

.........
.......

S .;‘.;:;._ﬁ_:-_:;:;.;::: R
- "’

R
o
o
R,
2
- 4,
-

all members of the party and
affiliated unions, and numerous
debates will take place around
the country at which candidaies
(or their representative) could
speak. Yet some on the left are
at best reluctant, if not down-

right opposed, to putting for-.

ward a candidate. The Socialist

Campaign Group of MPs itself

needs to recognise that failing to
stand makes them invisible and

to stand. |

He is mistrusted by much of
the left but at least he recognises
the political significance of this
election.

Those who don’t like him
have ducked out of arguing for
the Campaign Group to come up
with an alternative candidate,
but instead used it as part of the
reasoning for not standing at all.

Employment

would contribute to a further de-
cline and weakening of the left.

Doubts

Their doubts about gammg
sufficient nominations, while

real, do not take account of the

fact that if the 28 members of the
group collectively campaigned,

it should not be beyond their

abilities to convince 6 more.
Much of the debate is col-

“oured by the fact that it is known

Ken Livingstone is the only
Campaign Group member likely
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Now is the time to build an even bzgger Network

The Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy and Socialist

Action share Socialist Outlook’s

view that it is necessary for the
Campaign Group to collectively
decide on a candidate and cam-
paign for them.

A London Labour Left meet-

ing on Thursday May 26 unani-

mously endorsed a Socialist
Campaign Group member
standing as a candidate.
Leading supporters of La-
bour Briefing are in effect rein-
forcing the weakness of the
Campaign Group MPs. They ar-

By Pete Firmin |

The June 11 Socialist Cam-
paign Group Supporters’
Network conference on So-
cialism and Full Employment
indicates well the extent to
which the Labour Left is

‘gefting organised.

While the Network has ex-
isted for about two years, pro-

_gress in getting it established

has been slow in an unfavour-
able climate where the Left is
weak and divided, even on the
need for such an. organisation.
However, it does now organ-
ise several hundred support-

gue for a campaign around poli-
cies, but without a candidate, ar-

- guing that support would be so

low as to be damaging.

But a campaign without a
candidate would not get a hear-
ing. When Livingstone and
Grant stood after Kinnock and
Hattersley resigned, the media

- switched off completely when

they failed to get sufficient
nominations (then nearly twice
as many).

They failed because of the
lack of a collective campaign by
the SCG of MPs. The left should
have learnt that with a collective

campaign it would be possible to

achieve the 34 nominations.

Catastrophe

Briefing also argue victory
for Blair would be such a catas-
trophe that the left has to throw
its weight behind a candidate
with a chance of winning from
the start. Leaving aside whether
such a candidate exists, this

‘view underplays the need for a

fightback against whoever wins.

Socialist Organiser takes a

similar view, while openly dis-
playing its hatred of Livingstone
(more latent among- Briefing
supporters).

It argues for committees in
the unions to organise around
alternative policies, a fine
sounding idea, which needs tak-
ing up by the left, but which is
severely restricted in the context
of the election.

The time-table means that
these would hardly get estab-
lished before the election is

ers around the country, wnth
many local campaign groups,
has the backing of the Cam-
paign Group of MPs, circu-
lates a newsletter to
supporters and produces a
daily bulletin at Party confer-
ence. |

While no great sea-
changes in the fortunes of the
Labour Left can be expected
in the immediate future, de-
pending much more on an up-
surge in the class struggle,
this does not mean it should
mark time until this happens.

Important links can be buiit
with the left in the unions and
with local campaigns. Only
such an approach, oriented to

ne is cuddlmg up to the right wing? Neither offers a left policy

over, and without a candidate

supporting them, those policies

would have little purchase.
Arguing that a Left candidate

is anon-starter, it throws its sup-

port behind Prescott as the can-
didate fo back, because of his
support in the unions.

If there is a need to unite
around an alternative to Blair,
the exhaustive ballot allows for
this without detracting from a
left campaign, but Briefing and

- Socialist Organiser think it nec-

essary to plump for (a poor) sec-
ond best from the start. Their

problem is that they cannot

agree on who this should be.
Many Briefing supporters see
Margaret Beckett as their cham-
pion, because of the ‘coded sig-
nals’ she gave over the trade
union link debate, her position
against proportional repre-
sentation and support for
women’s rights in the party.

Darling

Meanwhile, Socialist Organ-
iser argues Prescott, the ‘darling
of the union’s, has the best
chance of defeatmg Blair.

Of course, the candidates
may resolve their' dilemma for
them, but this confusion is a re-
flection of the fact that neither
offers a serious alternative.

Of course, they might make

some left sounding noises dur-
ing the campaign, but if the Left
rolls over and dies, they will
take that as an indication of its

inability to actually ﬁght for -

what it wants.

the fight both inside and out-
side the party has a chance of
appearing relevant to those

-sections of the working class

wanting to fightback both
against the offensive and the
‘new realists’ and attracting
new forces to the party.

The conference should be
the starting point for a new
drive to build local campaign
groups and make the lefta
real force again. |

One.of the most important
ways in which the conference
could do this is by declaring
its support for a Campaign
Group candidate in the Ieader-
ship election. |
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The free
market
generates
unemployment
side by side
with poverty

employment.
what they say

FULL EMPLOYMENT must become a central plank of Labour s economlc
policy in the run up to the next General Election. '

A list of wishes will not win Labour the general election, get to grlps with
the ravages of 15 years of Tory vandalism, or change the deregulated,
increasingly flexible, de-unionised, job market.

As Jeremy Corbyn said in Socialist Outlook last week:

‘the problem is that we’re not being offered an economic policy that is
anything other than demand management within the economy. That isn't
going to lead to full employment...It's the one issue which could win us a
general election...But if we only half- heartedly put it and don’t add the

~details of how we’re going to achieve it, it will just be Iaughed at durmg the

election campaign for belng a cynical election manoeuvre.

The forthcoming Ieadershlp contest allows us to see where the main
protagonlsts and their backers stand. HELEN SHAW reports.

'MEDIA darlmg TONY

BLAIR believes full employ—
ment is a Labour goal, but
‘no-one is suggesting that

there is a quick fix; that you.

can wave a magic wand; that

it’s possible to get back to .

full employment overnight”.

He is sceptical about national

solutions: ‘International co-op-
eration is replacing the possibil-

ity of any country ‘going :lt_’
~alone”. He is opposed to the

closed shop and in favour of re-

- strictions on picketing and sec-

ondary industrial action. |

MARGARET BECKETT
believes in public spending ‘as
resources allow’ and concen-
trates on ‘supply side’. labour

market measures as the basis for

economic policy..She wants ‘a

simpler, fairer, more logical tax .
and national insurance system’

and a ‘new -social insurance .

scheme’ to replace existing -

measures. ~

JOHN PRESCOTT says in
his report to the Labour Party
NEC 4n May 94, ‘It took the
courage of Labour government
in 1945 to show Europe the road
to economic and social prosper-
ity based on full employment
and social justice, and it is La-
bour, 50 years on, that has the
vision to restore these twin prin-
ciples to the national con-
science.’

But Prescott has failed to out-
line how this can be achieved
‘and cannot do so without break-
ing from the economic consen-

sus on. Labour’s front bench —

which he has consistently failed
to do.
‘TUC leader John Monks
‘passionately believe(s) full em-
ployment is desirable’ and that,

“We shall only tackle the evil of

unemployment if we act to-
gether —that is what Social Part-
nership is all about. I am laying
down the challenge and asking
people form every walk of life
to join a great national coalition

forfull employment’.

Many of the proposals in-

_cluding a shorter working week,

a minimum wage, an end to
rabid - privatisation are worth
fighting for: but what is missing

is how these changes would be

zachleved

They all have the illusion that
< dt-is possible to temper and re-
- forin the excesses of global mar-
ket. Blair in particular believes

that a programme of education,
training and co-operation be-
tween government, the unions
and industry will eradicate pov-

erty, social injustice and unem-

ployment.
The fundamental flaw at the

heart of all the solutions prof-
fered is a failure to understand
that all the gains made by the

-

working class in this country
have been a result of struggle

such as-the miners fight for the

nationalisation of the coal in-

dustry.
Furthermore the 1945 Labour

government introduced the

NHS in the face of massive re- .

sistance from the Tory party and
the bosses. But now it appears
that Labour does not even have
a strategy for defending the

IS

Employment

' gains made with the creation of

the welfare state.

Blair dismisses the idea of
Labour having a radical domes-
tic agenda to redistribute wealth
and create full employment and
prefers to substitute the legal
framework of the European so-

~ cial chapter as a mechanism to

defend workers rights.

- The TUC’s position was
- made clear by Monks speech to
~ the RSA on May 26. He vividly

outlined the human misery of
continued unemployment and
lack of job security. In the 50
years since Beveridge’s famous
report ‘Full Employment in a
Free Society’ he recognised,

like Prescott, that little lasting

- progress has been made and so-

ciety is still plagued by the five
evils of misery, want, disease,
idleness and squalor.

Despite acknowledging the
change in the composition of the
workforce (more women and
part-time workers) and spelling
out some of the technological
and structural changes in the
economy his speech was short
on solutions to the global prob-
lem of rising unemployment.

The emphasis was on train-

ing, creating a flexible and more

highly skilled workforce — sell-
ing flexibility as a method to
give trade union members
‘more in control of their lives’
to have the time to study, care
for children, parents or the long
term sick!

These views are common
currency on Labour’s front
bench. |

The problem is that in reality
‘flexibility’ is central to the
Tory offensive and has meant
more work for no more money,
the proliferation of low-paid

~casualised jobs, derecognition -

of unions, no strike agreements
and constant fear of unemploy-
ment.

Labour must grapple with the

complexities of the global mar-
ket, the changes in the work-
force, the devastation of the last
15 years but fundamentally it
must present itself as the party
of the people, fighting for the
interests of ordinary workers,
the unemployed, pensioners,

women and young people.

It must bring forward bold
policies to tax the rich, cut de-
fence spending and really begin
a process which gives people
the opportunity to work.

We say: the left should press for
fighting policies on jobs

B STOP THE ROT! For strike action, occupations and mass action to prevent any more re-

dundancies and closures.

B TAX THE RICH! The Exchequer has been emptied hy Tory tax handouts of £25 hillion
since 1989. Any serious Labour programme for jobs must win backing from workers by
promising bold action against those who have cashed in on mass misery.

W INCREASE BENEFITS, pensions and grants to restore cuts imposed by 15 years of
Thatcherism, and lift millions of families out of poverty.

B A PROGRAVMME of PUBLIC WORKS to create new johs on trade tinion rates of pay. pro-
viding improved housing, health, education and infrastructure projects. Unblock the cash
frozen in councils’ coffers, increase public spending.

W OPEN THE BOOKS of the giant firms announcing increased profits as they dump thou-
sands on dole queues. Demand their nationalisation, under workers’ management.

B SHORTER WORKING week! Demand an immediate cut to 35 hours with no loss of pay.
and cut further to divide the work available -- work sharing on full pay.

B NATIONALISE the banks, building societies. tinance houses and top monopolies. For a
planned economy under wotkers control.
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PULL-OUT SPECIAL

SOGIALIST OUTLOOK Wo. 54, 11 Jun 199, Page 10

- ON MARCH 19 the TUC or-

French anti-racist leader speaks out

ganised a demonstration in
East London against racism
and fascism.

- In their publicity leaflets
they argued that the fascists
feed off the despair created by
unemployment and poor social
conditions. Unfortunately the
TUC does nothing to actually
defend jobs, wages and living
standards.

However, they are right to

-~ draw attention to the links be-

tween racism and unemploy-
ment. The labour movement
should learn from the French
experience in campaigning for
full employment and in de-
fence of the welfare state.

The major anti-racist organi-
sations (SOS-Racisme, FASTI

“and MRAP) have all been ac-

tively supporting the March for
Jobs organised by Agir Enserm»
ble contre le Chomage! (AC!).
AG!, in turn, has understood
the need to combat racism.

- The need to link the fight

' against racism with the fight
‘against unemployment is vital.
- Here we give the views of

MOULOUD AOUNIT, Generar
Secretary MRAP.

WHY has MRAP assomated
jtself with the march organ-

ised by AC!? Why has an

By Paul Walker

TAKE A RANDOM sample

“of labour movement activ-

ists and mention the
phrase arms conversion
and 99 out of 100 will think
of Lucas Aerospace and
the workers plan. The

other one will mumble
- “swords into plough-

shares”.
The trouble with the cur-

" rent politics of arms conver-

sion in the labour movement
is that it is effectively a con-
tinuation of the detensive.re-
sponse that the Lucas
Aerospace Plan was.

The idea of arms conver-
sion, it is (and was) com-
monly thought, is to save the
jobs of military workers who
will be put on the dole if we
decide to stop exposting mili-
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involved in mobilisations

against marginalisation?

Firstly, because of the de-

mand for one of the most funda-
~ ‘mental human rights: the right

to work. It is an integral part of
the totality of human rights, the
same as the right to travel or the

tarv equipment to murderous

regimes or cut domestic mili-

tary expenditure.
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right to live with one’s family.
It is a concern for everyone

~ living on French soil, whatever
their country of origin. It is a

condition for citizenship and the
right of everyone to live in dig-

nity.
We have to recognise that the

- plague of unemployment con-

This gets the argument fun-

damentally the wrong way
round. It is not cutting mili-

“tary expenditure or ending

arms exports that creates un-

employment - it is arms ex-
penditure and exports that
create unemployment itself.
There is absolutely no
need to be defensive about

this. Military manufacture has =

massively high capital and R

& D costs and much lower la-

bour costs.

For every pound spent on
military production you get
fewer jobs than in normal
civil manufacture. It is esti-
mated that for every one mili-
tary worker it would be
possible to get two civil work-
ers - that is an extra 150,000
jobs.

Those in the labour move-
ment who support military

tinues to grow. Declaring re-
dundancies has become a com-
mon method of managing
factories. Making people’s lives
precarious has become a
method of government.

The calling into question of
the right to work opens up a
chain of attacks on other funda-
mental rights, such as the right
to housing, to education and to

health.

Exclusion from such rights
affects the whole of society. Ra-

- cism increases this marginalisa-

tion of the most deprived, the
poorest and especially foreign-
ers.There is a link between ra-
cism and exclusion. Exclusion,
marginalisation and precarious
existence produce and legiti-
mate racism.

Faced with its mabﬂlty to

- provide concrete answers to so-

cial problems, of which em-
ployment is amongst the most
important, the government
throws immigration into the
field of public opinion.

They have put in place a legal
arsenal — the Nationality Code,

identity controls, conditions on

entry and remaining in the
country —which challenges fun-
damental liberties such as the

right to live with one’s family,

the right of asylum, the right of -
residence, the right of national-
ity, the right of free movement.

The suspicion and arbitrari-
ness encompassed in these laws

make every immigrant into an

intruder, a smuggler, a criminal,
a delinquent. -
By introducing ]eglslatlon on

immigration as one of its first
acts the government has forged
the idea amongst a fragmented

public opinion that the number

one problem of our society is
not unemployment but immi-

gration. It cultivates the logic of

scape-goats and increases xeno-
phobic sentiments.

Every reactionary social
measure introduced by the gov-
ernment, and every mobilisa-
tion that has forced them to

retreat, has been accompanied

by attacks on the rights of immi-
grants.

Anti-racists must mobilise

against the logic of ‘too many’
immigrants and counterpose a
logic of “not enough’: not
enough jobs, houses, spending
on schools.

Racism represents a threat to |

everyone because it grows on
the denial ofthe values of equal-

ity, justice, comradeshlp and

solidarity.

Racism divides, offers no so-
lutions and leads to a dead-end.
It sets “North’ against ‘South’,
worker against unemployed,
immigrant against deprived.

More than ever anti-racists
need to act together for an active

citizenship based on real and.
living solidarity. We need to

seek out the road to equality and
a better life together.

This is the reason for the par-

ticipation of MRAP in the mo-

bilisation of AC! in its fight

against this filthy scourge rav-
aging our society and putting in

. peril the future of democracy. -

off arms to boost the

'manufacture becauss of the

‘employment implications are
~ helping to keep this number

of people on the dole.

This does not mean that all
that has to be done is to stop
spending money on tanks and
start spending them on the
NHS.
It is crucial that the slulls

of military workers are not '
lost to the economy. What is
required is a re-orientation of

‘the UK manufacturing base

away from military production
and towards a strengthening
of the civil manufacturing sec-
tor. This itself will make pos-
sible more social spending.
This does not mean that

every military factory will be

converted o civil use. Some

will have to close. But it does

mean that the skills currently
sted on military production
.11 be put to socially useful
purposes. More jobs will be
created as a result and the

-working class as a whole will

benem

Such a strategy can only be
carried out though by a rigor-
ously interventionist govern-

. * ment which over-rides
military and corporate inter-

ests and encourages the work-
ers in military industry to use
their skills to plan such a

' transformation with workers

in other sectors of the econ-
omy.
This part of the Lucas Plan,
worker planning and imple-
mentation, is crucial to any
serious strategy of full em-
ployment and demilitarisation
of the British economy.
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BRITISH, American and

French imperialist leaders -
~are celebratmg the 50th

~anniversary of the D- Day

* landings as we go to press,
“~amid a fluttering of patriotic
flags and platitudes. about

- fighting for democracy

- But how did revolutlonary
- socialists respond at the
 time to the challenge of a
- war waged by and between
‘imperialist powers under the

pretence of a war for
democracy against fascism?

~ While the Communist Party

Stalinists after 1941 followed

the reformist Labour leaders

in unstinting, strikebreaking
support of the imperialist
war effort, the Trotskyist
movementf jgght against
the odds to uphold a line of
working class independance.

Here we reprint brief extracts
and summaries from the
varied literature summing up
the Trotskyist analysis.

o

Leon Trotsky = Who is Guilty of Start-
ing The Second World War? (Sept 3
1939)

“THE ATTEMPTS to picture the
next war as a war between democra-
cies and fascism were shattered
against the real march of events. The

present war, which its participants
“started before they signed the treaty

of Versailles, grew out of imperialist

‘tontradictions. It was as 'inevitable as
the crash of trains Wthh are let loose
‘one toward the other on the same

‘track.
‘The chief antagomsts on the European _.
“continent are Germany and France. In the

struggle for hegemony in Egrope and its
colonial possessions, France attempted
to keep Germany (not the fascist but the

"_-democratrc one) in a condition. of divi-.

sion and weakness. In this sense French

imperialism was the mtdw1fe of German

National Socialism.

On the contrary England whtch was

interested in breaking the European he-
gemony of France and its international
pretensions, began soon after Versailles
to support Berlin against Paris. The re-

arming of Nazi Germany would have

been 1mpossd)le mthout the direct help
of England. o e

Thus the masked but ‘deep antago-."

nisms between the demoeracres were ‘a
springboard for Hitler ..

Diplomatic machmatmns, juggling |

with the formula “democracies versus
Fascism’, sophisms concerning respon-

sibility, cannot make us forget that the
struggle is going on between the imperi-

alist slaveholders of different camps for
a new dlvision of the world. According
to its ends and methods the present war
is a different prolongation of the previous

great war, only with much greater rotten-

ness of the capitalist economy, and with

much more terrible methods of destruc-

tion and extermination.
Consequently, I don’t see the slightest
reason for changing those principles in
relation to the war which were elaborated
between 1914 and 1917 by the best rep-
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resentattves of the workers’ movement
under the leadership of Lenin. The pre-
sent war has a reactionary character on
both sides. Whichever camp is victori-
ous, humanity will be thrown far behind.

The task of the authentic repre-

sentatives if the working class and op-

pressed nations does not consist in

helping one imperialist camp against the

other, but in teaching the tabouring
masses of all countries to understand the
reactlonary meaning of the present war,
“man worker knows; aim to impose'a sec- -
ond and worse Versailles; the fear of that ~

to raise their own programme — the world
socialist federation of nations — and to

prepare themselves to replace the regime
of robbery by the reglme of general Co~ -
| operatlon R | | L

‘Trotsky’s analy5|s was
developed further by James

P. Cannon of the Amencan -

,,Soc|aI|st Workers Party at

the time of the US entry to

the war after Pearl Harbour
in December 1941,

James P Cannon - A ‘Statement on
the U.S. entry into World War n
December 22 1941 |

“THE MARXIST analysrs whtch'

~ determined our attttude tothe warup

“to December 8, 1941 contmues to.
~ * determine our attitude now. We were
~internationalists before December 8;
we still are. We believe that the most
fundamental bond of loyalty ofallthe

workers of the world is the bond of

international solidarity of the work-
ers against their exploiters. |

We cannot assume the slightest re-

sponsibility for this war. No imperialist
regime can conduct a just war. We cannot
‘support it for one moment. o
We are the most irreconcilable ene-

mies of the fascist dictatorships of Ger-

" many and Italy and the military

dictatorship of Japan. Our co-thinkers of
the Fourth International in the Axis na-
tions and the conquered countries are

fighting and dying in the- struggle to or-

 ganize the co*’nmg revoluttons agamst |

Hitler and Mussolini.

We are doing all in our power to speed -

‘those revolutions. But those ex-social- -
ists, intellectuals,and labour leaders,who -
- in the name of ‘democracy’ support the
war of United States imperialism against
~ its imperialist foes and rivals, far from
‘aiding the German and Italian anti-fas-
‘cists, only hamper their work and betray
?:'."‘fi;thell' struggle. ..o |
- The Allied tmpertallsts asevery Ger—,‘. R
__.strrkes and separate ourselves from the
“working class. We go into the factones
“and try by workmg with the class to
“influence its development We go with

is Hitler’s greatest asset in keeping the

masses in Germany in subjection. The
fear. of the foreign yoke holds back the

development of the German revolution -
- against Hitler.” | L

Confonted with a war for
' WhiCh they refused to take

- responsibility, what was the
attitude of the Trotskyists to

‘conscription? Again the

most detailed exposition of '
the position came in the

~writings of the Amencan

SWP, building on early

| -dlscussmns with Trotsky

__.Trotsky,-*always a fierce
~opponent of pacifism, had
~ argued strongly for class

politics to be taken into the
armed forces where the bulk
of the working class would
befound

Leon Trotsky - - American Prablems
August 1940.

“WE MUST try to separate the
workers from the others by a pro-
gramme of education, of workers’
schools, of workers’ officers, de-

[ —— P

“We cannot escape
 from militarisation, but
inside the machine we
can observe the class
line,”
| Leon Trotsky

voted to the welfare of the worker

army, etc. ~
We cannot escape from militarisation

. but inside the machine we can observe
- the class line.

The American workers do not want to
be conquered by Hitler, and to those who
say ‘Let us have a peace programme,’ the
worker will reply ‘But Hitler does not

have a peace programme |
Therefore we say: We will defend the

U.S. with aworkers’ army, with workers’

officers, with a workers’ government etc.
If we are not pacifists, who wait for a
better future, and if we are active revolu-
tionists, our job is to penetrate into the
whole military machine.”

fJ'ames P Cannon Military 'Pclict/ of

the Proletariat, Sept 1940.

“NOW, CONFRONTED with these
facts of universal militarism and per-
manent war, that the biggest mdustry
of all now is going to be war, tie

S army and preparation of things for

the army - confronted with these
facts, what shall the revolutronary
party do?

Shall we stand aside and srmply say

“we don’t agree with the war, it is not our
- affair? No, we can’t do that.

- We do not approve of this whole sys-

- tem of exploitation whereby private in-
- dividuals take possession of the means of
production and enslave the masses. We
‘are against that, but as long as we are not

strong enough to put an end to capitalist

~ exploitation in the factones we adapt
._ourselves to realrty |

We don’t abstain and go on individual

the workers and share all their experi-

_ences and try to influence them 1 in arevo-
lutionary direction..

‘The same logic appltes to war. The

| _great majority of the young generation
‘will be dragged into the war. The great

majority of these young workers will
think at f rst that they are domg a good
~ thing. -~ .

For a revoluttonary party to stand by
and say ‘We can tolerate exploitation in

the factorres but not military exploita-

tion’ — that is to be completely illogical.
To isolate ourselves from the masses

. of the proletariat which will be in the war

is to lose all possrbrltty to 1nﬂuence

them...

We wrll'join'--the war as long as the

N workers do. We will say ‘frankly to the
“workers in the unions and shops: ‘We
- would like to throw over this whole busi-

ness of capitalist exploitation — military

as well as industrial — right now. But as.

long as you are not ready for that logical

solution we will join with you, fight by

your side, try to protect the men from
useless waste of lives. o

. All that we will do, but we retain one
pr1v1lege — the right to express our opin-

‘ion day in day out: ‘That you must not

trust the leadersh1p of your enemy
class.”” ~ |

‘M Broadly similar policies were

adopted by the British Trotskyists.
Future articles in Socialist Outlook
will look in more detail at the
class struggle in war time.

r e .._MI."
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- THERE ARE moments of

joy in Africa and one of them |
" was the ousting from power
of the Malawian dictator

Hastmgs Kamuzu Banda.

In the keenly contested
_ muln-perty elect:ons for the_
: -the opposmon United demo-
. cratic Front led by Bakili Mu- .
: lllZl emerged as the smgle.
'g t
1 BandamdhlsMalmCon-‘."'
gress Party (MCP) have domi-
‘nated Malawi for thirty years.
- He was a rare friend of the Pre-
’tonaregnmemdmally of im-
' perialism in the region. The
1  grateful South African govern-
' ment built Banda a new capital

were generous donors of aid.

The pro-democracyz move-

ment took off in May 1992 fol-

- lowing a strike of 3,000 work®rs

- at atextile factory in. support of
anendtoonepanytule L
1 TheWestreactedbyt!mmg -
" off the aid pipeline which had .

~ supported the MCP dictator-
ship. Tbeyhavenoihmgtolose,.

- Unlike in past decades there . [

~+ aren’t any radical movements, |
| "wrﬂx an antl-eapntalrst orienta-
" tion promlsmg economlc.v
~ change.
The Fmanczal Times com-
~ mented that all three main par- -
ties were committed to “export

led growth within a liberalised

economy’. It reassured its read-.
“ers that even Chakufwa Chi-

hana nominee of the Alliance

~ for Democracy (Aford) and a-
- veteran trade unionist had been

dampemng the hopes of striking
workers pressmg for better

wages.
Ethnic split

The north supported Chihana
and Aford, returning 36 of their
candidates; the centre supported
Banda and the MCP electing 65

-~ of their candidates and the south

supported Muluzi and UDF,

giving them 84 representatives

in the legislature. In two con-
stituencies fresh elections will
be held because of voter irregu-
larities.

The numerical predomi-

nance of the south assured Mu-
luzi of a victory, though the
strong showing of the MCP sur-
prised many.

Banda had all the advantages

| THE BREAI(-UP of Yemen
" threatens the failure of the

. of an mcumbent presndent in-
cluding access to state broad-
casting and administrative

machinery. The Malawi Con-

gress Party ran a campaign cau- - "
‘tioning against their removal
- and citing Rwanda as an exam-

ple of the dangers of change.
- The opposition ran their cam-

paign precisely on the theme
- that “Itis Time for Change’. But
. how-much change in- personah- -
-~ ties has there been? . |
- Aford stmekachond dunngs“ -
" its' campaign by labelling the
_--UDFasapartyofMCPexxl@ o
- The new President usedtobe a

senior member of the Banda re-

gime and was implicated in em-

- bezzlement and theft during his

period in office. He later fell out
~ with Banda and the MCP
* strongman John Tembo.

In redtty the new guard of.

_ politi fien the old old
city in Lilongwe and the West "_‘_f:po cians is often the old o

guard in democratic clothes.

. Muluzi’s woe-Presldent, Justm

But the realities of post Cold . Malewezi, was a former secre-

- War Africa meanthatWesternh--?&; fBanda.
govetmms have httleusefor‘ mo

| their old pawns and stoog

most serious attempt yet at

‘overcoming the artificial
‘horders imposed on the

Arab world by colonialism.
- Only last year Yemen, the

poorest and most populous
state in the Arabian penin-
sula, conducted the region’s
first muiti-party elections,

and the first in which women

were allowed to vote.
The Republic of Yemen

 was formed in May 1990 by a

- In the event the elecnons re-

- peated another feature of the

mulh-party experience which is

~ the split in votes on ethmc/re-
~ gional lines.

the unification of two very dlt- |
ferent states and regimes: to.

* the North, the Islamic, conser- -

vative and tribal ‘Yemen Arab
Republic’; in the South, the
left 'nali’onallst ‘Peaple’s
Democratic Republic of
Yemen’.

- Economic crisis had lent
new urgency to the traditional
calls for reunification. The
North’s Ali Abdullah Saleh be-
came president, while the
last surviving leftist leader of
the South’s National Libera-
tion Front, Al Salim al-Beid,
became Vice-President. The
widely popular reunification
was opposed hy many leftists

- in the South and by Islami-

cists in the North.
Unification was also op-
posed by Saudi Arabia, which
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~ Muluzi was backed by the
urban capitalist class and espe-

cially its Asian component who
have been frustrated by the mo-

nopoly position that two trans-

national corporatxons, Lonhro
and Lever Brothers enjoy inthe

mamly agncultural economy

* Conglomer .'.

N i.govemmenf - break up Pm‘spl'ocoss it could intervene if

- One conglomerate, Press
- Holdings, is indirectly control- -
. -led by Banda and his lover -
- Mama Kadzmira. It has hold-
ings in agri-business, manufac- -
* turing and financial services. Its -
Awexghtmd:eeconomy iS re-
- flected in the fact that it alone
aeooumforZO%ofﬂleGrossi*
- Domestic Product of Malawi.
. International lendmg institu-
.tnons will be pressing the new
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. Hol‘cl-irigs and privatise it more

widely-. Of course, those capi-
talists who were sidelined by
the former regime anticipate
rich pickings.

One factor that all political
parties will have to consider is -
- the Army. It was seen as inde-

- pendent of the MCP unlike the
. police. However in December
- 1993 the Army and the para-
'mlhtary ‘Malawi Youth Pio-

neers clashed when the latter

Awasorderedtodlsarm

- The MYP were thugs in 1 the

s servwe of the Banda regimeand

- sequently the election period
was not disrupted by large-scale
- violence. If the Army sees itself
- as custodian of the democratic
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..ald, while £5,800 miilion of

ey - -property was contlscatad by
- significant neighboureven . .. SaudiArabla. - = ..
© - more thanithas fearedthe .. . The refugee lnﬂux In-
- small, poverly-striken and iso- . cmased Yemeni unemploy-
Iatedsouﬂlam republic. - ment to about 30 per cent.
~ The war inthe Persian Gulf . The resuiting budget shortfall
. provided the opportunityfor ~  and huge price rises ledto
Saudi interference. Yemen = major civil disturbances In
- ‘was one of a handful of Arab the heavily unionised south,
-~ - regimes which refusedtoop-  hundreds of thousands of gov-
- pose the US-led attack on ernment workers wenl on
irag. The sole Arab state on strike.
SAUDIARABIA . MAHRA
{sanaady YEMEN
oy Dhamar ¢ . Mukalla@
£ . . 5?:3@_5",“ \. -. ’;3..‘
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the UN’s Security COuncll
Yemen had voted with Cuba to
oppose the assault.

Saudi Arabia’s response
was to expel a million emi-
grant Yemeni workers, mainly
from North Yemen. It cost
Yemen, already the poorest
Arab country, over £2,000 mil-

lion in lost remittances and

The Saudls and Ihelr lunda-

mentalist allies in Yemen
also instituted a campaign of
terror against the activists of -
- the Yemen Socialist Party,
the NLF’s successor, killing at

least 150 in two years.
Protesting against the gov-
ernment’s failure to counter

this terror, Vice-President al-
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there was any back-shde -
It would be ludicrous to say

~ that nothing has or will change

from before these elections.

‘Bakili Muluzi has ordered the

closure of three prisons where

polmcal prisoners were held @
and tortured. He has ordered the ~

release of all political prisoners

- and the commution of all death
sentences to life i imprisonment. -

‘Malawians have removed

one party and replaced it with
another. Unfortunately both are ~ -

parties of the landed and the

rich. 8tillitisamarvellousthing
regularly terrorised people. ‘

Fifty people died in the brief
period of fighting but sub-

to have the vote as any black

South African will testify. -

In future too, if ariyone

-knocks at. an ungodly hour it
‘won’t be the regime but Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses, whose: sect

- was illegal until recently; and
'.ﬂ:eymayevenbemwtedm B

ust, retqaluio leave
stronghold or to par-

’ _fnc'ipgte In govemment mest-
ings.”

‘Déspite’Salah’s ﬁgmlng to

~dl-Beid’s reconciliation pact

in February, fighting erupted
the following day which Salah
d into fuli-scale war on

‘May 4, after talks had failed.

Aﬁempts by the northern
army to occupy the South are
now ?oing badly. The more

oped South has made

| tull use of the naval and air

arms, in which they have su-
periority, and seems to be
turning back the weakening

0""\-’ "
&+  northern arm OIHSMO Aden.
" ‘;:;
£ .
8

- The possibility remains

. that the Norlll could makea
military breakthrough to over-

. turn the social gains defended
~ by the South.

Whatever the final out-

come, the real beneficiary of

the conflict will be Saudi Ara-
bia, which aimed to discredit

‘Yemen'’s democracy and the

political and strategic threat it
could become. There are also
newly found oil reserves in a

- disputed border region.

There is an urgent task for
international solidarity, espe-
cially from revolutionaries in
the region, for defence of the
gains of the Yemeni revolu-
tion and for the overthrow of
the feudal Saudi regime.
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Thelir

tributes
to Bob

“Our membef-'Boh was also

~a member of Socialist Out-

look, CARF and actwe in

“many labour movemant

and progressive cam-

paigns. He will be greaﬂv

missed by the movement

" as a whole.”

Birmi nghaih
Troops Out

Movement

“Bob served CAHF consis-

~ tently for many years, as
.. treasurer, and then as Secre- -
- tary. We will aJ! miss hls
_scontributlaon i

x
R

N Campalgl! A ‘.
- Racism and
~ Fascism |
; vf-:-f_;“l-lis consnsteat suppor! and
<2 involvement in-many of the
- - major class batties the Jast
- - decades have witnessed —
~ the miners, the printers,
" Bumnsall’s -
~ ness with which Bob set
. -about anti-racist and anti-
- fascist struggles illusirate
- his dedication to the cause

- of working class emancipa--.
~ tion.

——y o ""'w ..
'
-

‘This memory will Im long

in us all and be-an inspiration
- tocontinue the fight that he so
- . unsparingly gave his life for.”
-~ Workers Power

" “I met Bob at Bangor Social- _

ist Outloek Summer School

- '92 and was slmck by his

. wannth and good sp*rits Ha
- was a friendly tomrade and
- a real working class mili-

tant. The labour movement

“needs many more Bob

Smiths.”
Banow-ln-Fumoss

 Soclalist Outlook

: Supporter

- “Iirst got to know Bab in
- the early 1980s when he

managed the Other Book-
shop in Birmingham; he
was the public face of the
Fourth International.

Bob was thorough and pro-

- fessional in what he did on be-

half of his comrades and he
often faced the dangers alone.

Bob was attacked by fas-
cists with iron bars and knives
and he fought them off, suffer-
ing cuts and bruises.

Boh sustained an active
anti-racist and anti-fascist
campaign through the 1980s
when there were many on the
left who thought there wasn’t
a problem. Bob stood and
fought against that. We were
right than and we will be right
now if we carry on Bob’s work
to the best of our ability.”

Leicester
Socialist Outlook

Supporter

. . oy - - -
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and the eager-

,'  ONE HUNDRED friends
‘and comrades honoured Bob

Smith’s memory at a special
meeting on May 28, cele-

brated his commitment to the -
struggle for socialism, and -
”‘“pledged to continue the ﬁght
o for a socialist world.

Marlan Bram mtroduced the

- meeting, Feeling the deép loss
""'”'iof het friend and comrade, she .

emp‘hasxsed how Bob would ..

*want us to'all of us to be a part .
/_of the ﬂght to end racism and... :__
sexism, capltahsun and i 1mper1- .

~alism globaliy Bob was a'trade

~ union activist who was commit- = -}

ted to women’s liberation. .
~ This year Bob was standmg
-~ for election to his union’s Na- . -
‘tional Executive. He spent many.

hours working to deVeIOp the

| pohcles of his union in a socnal~ .

ist direction.
‘During the last. penod of his -

life Bob worked very hard
agamst low pay. He played an

~ where the WOrkers were pre-

dominantly Asian women.

'Smith was angered by the fail-- .

ure of trade union bureamrats to :
build support for their struggl&
He was involved in all the

main battles in defence ofﬂadc

“union rnghts culminating re-

cently in the struggle to'defend

“mining jobs. Inhis final months,

Brain contmued Bob- was

deeply upset at the attacks by
Birmingham’s Labour adn_nms- |
 trators on low paid workers.

Whilst looking through her
photo album, added Marian, she
noticed Bob on the protest out-
side Birmingham’s Interna-

tional Convention Centre

against Utah getting the Olym-

- pics because of its hostility to

women’s rights to control their

A

. .
. . . - t - .
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own 'fertility Over the years

Bob was involved in struggles to B

“defend women’s rights.

Shirley Joshi, from Birming-
‘ham Campalgn Against Racism
_and Fascism, in a moving and
~ inspiring speech emphas1sed_fj; N
Bob’s commitment to building
“an anti-racist and anti-fascist
mevement . that would confront

racists and fascists wherever , |
“they appear. She explained thatl_f‘
- Bob was never sectarianand se- ©
riously attempted to build @ | ‘g
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'Bumaﬂs. one of 'mny dﬂkn "backod by Bob B

- united movement.

A group called Tellmg Talos |

_performed’ Silent No Longer, -

lnghhghtmg strugg]es by -
- women and men in Nicaragua, :
- El Salvador and throughout
Central America, illustrating
< with such: commitment, friend-
- liness and good humour.”

.. the -internationalism of the
whole event.

~One highlight of the mght“-_:}:
~ 'was Mohammed Idrish from the .-
~ she knew Bob and how their

friendship meant a Iot to her.

West Midlands Anti-Depo

tion Campaign. Idrish gave a'
very personal and moving
speech about Bob’s. involve-

- ment in the campaagn that en-
abled him to stay in this country.
fter sharing many of his
memories of Bob over the years,
Idrish concluded that he was one

of many people who owe Boba

great debt and would never for-
get him.

e Umon Club ittemptas
Troops Out Movement wrote

For the lastpmodofhls life

Bob was working in the Trade-

“his job at the Union Club will
be hard to fill with someone

_ Barbara, the manager of the
Club spoke about the short time

One of Bob’s favourite words
‘fantastic’, had become one of
the most used words at the Club.

- Bob used it to encourage in-
volvement in the Club.
~ Bernie Hynes from Leicester
Socialist Outlook remembered

how back in 1982 Bob intro-

- duced him to the Fourth Interna-

tlonal s revnew Intematzonal

_and struggles in western Europe

Vz‘eupo,mt o |
“He was proud of the Fourth

- 'Intemanonal and had a collec-
1 tion of photogmphs which in-
® cluded a photo of comrades in
|  the Mexican PRT. To Bob, the
| - International was a living mani-

festat:on of what workers could

‘Alan Thornett ﬁ'om Soc:alzst

- Outlook 's editorial board spoke

last. Thornett gave an overview
of what Bob stood for. He
ed recent developments-

and the increased combatmty

_and should achieve. He would
;foﬁen talk about this to me and
i about bmldmg the FI i in Bnt-
ain” added Hynes.

~ of the working class in Ger- |
'. many,ltalyandFranoe S
. He pointed out the impor- -
| tance of internationalism and
~how Bob was proud to be in an
'mgamsatlonthatwasdefondmg
‘Bosnia from ethnic cleansing.

At the meeting unveiled a

portralt of Bob with the plaque
to his memory which read: ‘Bob
Smith. A Loyal And Trusted
Friend’,

After Banner Theatre S mov-

mg singing of Beloved Com-

rade, which pledges the
continuation of the struggle, the
evening ended with a rousing
singing of the ]ntemaaonale
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By Eileen Girsch

FIFTY HACKNEY resi-
dents of came to the Lower
Clapton Health Centre on

- May 24 to hear about the im-

pact of the M11 Link on

health in the borough.

Patrick Field, for Hackney
Alliance Against the M11 Link,
explained how this road would
decant traffic into the borough,
increasing an already high level
of pollution.

Des Walters, manager of air
quality for Hackney council,
has been working for years to
get Hackney its own system for
monitoring air pollution and has
finally managed to introduce
techniques for measuring the
main pollutants — carbon diox-
ide, oxides of nitrogen and
ozone.

Limits exceeded

The statutory safe limits for
these gases are frequently ex-
ceeded, but this is not shown in
the government’s figures, so
Hackney needs its own moni-
toring programme.

The predicted future increasé®

' Hackney s
‘health! ~

L TN SR T T s TR R Ak r R .

in the number of cars will result
in increased emissions which
cannot possibly be compen-
sated for by reducing the level
of emission per vehicle. This
underlines the importance of re-
ducing the number of private
vehicles and organizing effi-
ctent public transport.

A spokesperson for the City
and East London Health
Authority, Ann Mackie (a con-
sultant in Public Health), came
armed with extensive statistics
on the relation between pollu-
tion and health, with special ref-
erence to asthma.

Frustrated;.i

Gene Feder, one of the doc-
tors who staff the Health Centre,
thought that further information
was superfluous. Doctors are
becoming frustrated at having
to treat more and more children
with asthma. (Dr Feder himself
has an asthmatic child). |

They know the part that air
pollution plays and they see that
the government, through its

- road-building policy, is exacer-

bating the problem. The M11
Link is unacceptable.

A lot of discussion was-gen-
erated by the speakers’ presen-

:
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Now health professionals are lendfng strength to the anti-M11 protests

tations. All those present were
keen on joining in action to pre-

vent the construction of the link

road, which has already begun.

It is being held up by resi-
dents whose homes have been
compulsorily purchased to
make way for the road. (Alto-
gether, one hundred homes will
be destroyed, not to mention
trees and open space).
- The Alliance is determined to
make the project prohibitively
expensive for the contractors,
and force them to give up.

The meeting proposed to

-send a letter to ministers of

Transport and of the Environ-
ment over the names of the four
speakers, supported by the fifty
people attending the meeting.

B There will be further
meetings. Contact num-
bers for the Alliance are:
081 986 3656; 081 802
9110; 071 249 3779.

Out with Pride

By Peter Purton

THIS YEAR’S Leshian and
Gay Pride march (June

hecome a Trust, and has
‘has contracted out " the or-
ganisation of the march to
direct action group Qut-

18) celehrates 25 years Rage.
Since QutRage has heen

part of a strong lobbhy for a
more political event this
year, this is better than the
pure carnivals of the last

since the explosion of the
modern leshian and gay
movement after the ctis-

tomers of New York’s

Stonewall har took to the
streets in response to a

police ratd.

For the first time for many
years the Metropolitan po-
lice have conceded a high
profile route through Lon-

don’s west end. Tens of

thousands are expected to
join the march, and even
larger numbers will gather
in Brockwell Park for the fes-

tival which follows.

The Pride commiitee has

decade.

But thetr brand of politics
are not to the taste of many
on the left, and for those
who want o combine cele-
hrating Pride with some pro-
gressive politics, a lahour
movement/anti-racist contin-
gent is heing organised by
the Labour Campaign for
Leshian and Gay Rights and
other organisations.

M Contingent meets un-
der Marble Arch 11.30am.

Where We Stal

Facing mass unemployment, ram-
pant employers equipped with sav-
age anti-union laws, and a war on
hard-won education, health and
welfare services, the working
class in Britain faces a real crisis
— an avoidable crisis created by
the historic failure of its official

leadership.

Socialist Qutlook exists to fight for a
new type of working class leadership,
based on the politics of class struggle
and revolutionary socialism, to tackle
this crisis.

The capitalist class, driven and politi-
cally united by its own crisis, its require-
ment to maximise profits at the expense

| of the workers, has been given deter-

mined, vanguard leadership by a brutal
class-war Tory high command.

- The Tory strategy has been to shackle
the unions with legislation, and to frag-
ment and weaken the resistance of the
working class and oppressed, allowing
them to pick off isolated sections one at
a time, using the full powers of the state.

In response, most TUC and Labour
leaders have embraced the defeatist poli-
tics of ‘new realism’, effectively pro-
claiming total surrender on every front,
while ditching any pretence that they of-

fer a socialist alternative. Every retreat
| and concession they have made to the

employers and the government has sim-

| ply fuelled and encouraged the offensive

against jobs, wages, conditions and un-

lon rights.

New realismis the latest form taken by

the politics of reformism, seeking no
more than improved conditions within
the framework of capitalist rule.
Socialist Outlook rejects reformism,
not because we are against fighting for

reforms, but because we know that the

needs of the working class — for full
employment, decent living standards, a
clean environment, peace and democ-
racy — can never be achieved under capi-
talism. |

Nor, as we argued long before the

collapse of Stalinism, could these de-

mands ever be achieved under the bu-

reaucratically deformed workers states

and degenerated USSR, whose regimes
survived only by repressing their own'
working class.

‘We are a marxistcurrent, based not on
the brutish totalitarian parodies of state
marxism, nor on the tame, tocthless ver-
sion of ‘marxism’ beloved by armchair
academics, but the revolutionary tradi-
tion of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

Our socialist alternative is not based
on parliamentary elections or illusions of
peaceful legislative change. We fight to
mobilise and unleash the power of the
working class ~ the overwhelming ma-
jority of society — to topple the corrupt
and reactionary rule of capital and estab-
lish its own class rule.

We struggle against fragmen'tation by

building solidarity, working to link and
unite the various struggles of workers,

the unemployed, of women, of pension-
ers, of the black communities-and ethnic

“minorities, of lesbians and gay men, of

students, of youth —and of those fighting

~imperialism in Ireland and throughout

the world. Socialist Outlook is above all
an internationalist current, in solidarity
with the Trotskyist Fourth International,
which organises co-thinkers in 40 coun-

tries world-wide.

Sectarianism

Unlike some other groupings on the
British left, we do not believe a mass
revolutionary party can be built simply by
proclaiming ourselves to be one. Too
often this degenerates into sectarian pos-
turing and abstention from the actual
struggle taking shape within the labour
movement, playing into the hands of the
right wing.

Nor do we believe that the demands of
women, black people, lesbians and gays
or the national demands of people in
Scotland and Wales should -be left to
await the outcome of a socialist revolu-

tion. The oppressed must organise
themselves and fight now around their
own demands, which are a part of the
struggle for socialism.

But propaganda alone, however good,
will not bring socialism. The fight for

~ policies which can mobilise and politi-

cally educate workers in struggle, must
be taken into the unions, the Labour
Party and every campaign and struggle
in which workers and the oppressed fight
for their rights.: |

To strengthen this. fight we press for
united front campaigns on key issues
such as fighting racism and fascism —in

which various left currents can work to-

gether for common objectives while re-
maining free to debate their differences.

If you agree with what you see in
Socialist Outlook, and want to join
with us in the struggie for social-
ism, readers’ groups meet in
towns across the country. Contact
us now, get organised, and get ac-
tive!
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What'’s Happemng",

 P.0. Box 1109,

~ stalls, music 11am - 4pm Al-

bany Theatre Douglas Way
Deptford SE8 4AG freeentry

Sat 11

~nis Skinner, Seumas
~ Milne, Alice Mahon,
Jeremy Corbyn, Alan Simp-

son and others 11am-5pm
Manchester Town Hall Cre-

*Unicorn pub, Chureh

— m—— "?"ﬁ'iirlea the Mlddle East and
a_.wmr YOUR event

~included? Send -
: dmm by June 17to

- Gentral America. 8. OUpm

Street Manchester. -

Weds 15

Brockwell Park details 071
737 6903

'VIVA AFRICA: live music

with African artists, poets,
speakers & dance 8pm Al-

sun19

NO M11 LINK benefit folk eve-

ning 7.30pm Heathcote Arms

-‘f.ifi‘ fereneeW|thJohn Edmonds,
“Alan Simpson, Dawn Pri-

morolo, John Prescott, Peter

ference 9.30am-5.30pm ULU
Malet St WC1 details 071 809
5068

Mon 27

Tues 28

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK discus-
sion: Ireland: peace or capitu-
lation? with Liam Mac Uaid

BB PR
R

Lord Healey, Rlchard Norton
taylor, Rosemary Hollis &
John McNaughton 7pm West-
minster Central Hall SW1

racism, institutional abuse
Guest speakers from South
Africa, psychiatry system sur-
vivors movement Details:
Lisa Denny 061 247 2535

world fair trade fair, Chil-

dren’s festival and Oxfam

9km run

Sat 9

‘weekly meetmg 6.30pm Lon-
- don Greenpeace 5 Caledonian
Road London N1 details: Dan

e,
P
~
..:}..‘%f:-.,.:t;.-_.;.j el

071223 5295

o | DEFEND Londqn Weughtmg' hain, Barbara Castle and oth-
" London N4 2UU. Lobby NUT executive 4.30pm  ers Gonway Hall Red Lion _ _Cri
- P — Sas— . Hamilton House Mabledon - Square tickets £7/£5 from JU LY Fr' 22 Frl 29
- ——.. S - Place wc1 . _ ‘Wha’t's_ Left’, Tribune, 308 | s t 2 INTERNATIONAL Youth
L e e - F" 17 Gray’s Inn Road, WC1X 8DY | a L Camp Ar.ezzo Tuscany |ta|y
MAY S B I McLIBEL day of action de-  L/BERATION! Commitee All-in price £150 leatlets,
. F 1 0 o NICAHAGUA Health Fund tails 071 837 7557 meeting 11am London Ee:ters;.an:l g‘gagls f;‘;"']'g
- iberation!, ox 1109,
" IR ggnmef#l;vtgrl:t:)el)n}l‘?;l:rsen MANCHESTER International .- PSYCHOLOGY POLITICS RE-  London N4 20U
. ED!NBURGH mmer s gala " The Grove Stratford E15 ‘Peace festival opens details: O-  SISJTANCE founding confer-
. and festival march from Re-- | ive or Linda on 061 2348325 - ence 10am_-5p.m Aytoun Tu es 26
| ,A,.,_j,;gent Road at 10. 3Bam de- . Sat 18 ANTI- Apartheld Movem ant Building (by Plccadlllg BR) . SOCIALIST OUTLOOK dlscus-
tails: 041332 4946 | o Manchester Metropolitan Uni
. T | ESBIAN AND GAY Pride Extraordinary Meetmg versity workshops on gender, ls:oe.’ Racism & fascism: the
VIVA AFRICA: workshops, march 11am Hyde Park to FOUCAULT anniversary con- heterosexism eurocentrism &  POtics of despair, with Tony

Benson 7.30pm Stationer’s
Park Comunity Centre May-
field Road off Weston Park N8

"AUGUST

FlGl-It"r ;‘" F"II] :Egaploy-_ " bany Theatre Douglas Way - PROTEST'opening of OXFAM Global Village Féte Tues g

S Ny Deptiord SEB 4AG tickets  MoLibel trial 0.30-11.30am  2pm-8pm Battersea Park L
roup Supporiers Network - g84 692 4446 box office High Court The Strand EC1  Live music, International  SOC/ALIST OUTLOOK dis-

conference with MP’s Den-  oq /82 - | (:o-operati\,:e day third cussion: Democracy and

the United Front. 8.00pm,
Unicorn pub, Church
Street, Manchester.

Thur 25-Mon 29

dentials £10/£5 (includes Grove Green Road Leyton- 7.30pm Stationer’s Park
SCGSN members(hlp) from  Stone E11 tickets £4/£2 Comunity Centre Mayfield MINER’S gala Durham - SOCIALIST OUTLOOK Sum-
SCGSN, 3 Blades House, | * Road off Weston Park N8 | mer School: ANALYSING BA-

Kennmgton Oval SE12
5STW

ANTI NAZI LEAGUE confer-
ence details 071 924 (_)333

Tues 14

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK dis-

 cussion: Ireland, South Af-

Ralph M

by Quintih Hoare

Ralph Miliband’s unex-
pected death last month
leaves a void on the socialist
left in Britain comparable to
those left a generation earlier
by the loss of Isaac Deut-
scher or in 1988 by that of

Raymond Williams.
Born into a Polish Jewish im-
migrant family in Belgium,

Ralph arrived in Britain as a

refugee from fascism in 1940.
At LSE in 1941-43 he studied
under Harold Laski, who pro-
vided not just an important
stimulus for the concern with
problems of pluralism and the
state that Ralph was to elaborate
in books (notably The State in

Fri 24

OPENING of Cities and Sus-

tainable Development:
Global Forum 1994 in Man-
chester tel: 061 234 3741

Sat 25

'WHAT’S LEFT summer con-

Capitalist Socz‘ety)' and essays
throughout his life, but also

- something of a role model, as a
~‘public intellectual’, combining

theoretical work with active in-

volvement in a wide range of
- causes. |

The last years of World War

‘2 Ralph spent in the British

navy, one of a generation of
young servicemen who pas-

sionately experienced the war

as anti-fascist and wanted a bet-
ter post-war order.

" In the late forties and early
fifties, back at LSE and by now
a Marxist — albeit a singularly
undogmatic and independent
minded one — he was involved
briefly in an attempt to provide
a socialist think-tank for the
Bevanite wing of the Labour
Party. The experience and its
failure, were to convince him

Weds 29

END disruption of
Kingsmead School! Lobby
of Hackney Council 6pm
Town Hall

SCOTT Inquiry: More Ques-
tione Thari Answers? with

once and for all that the Labour

- Party could never be trans-

formed from within into an in-

- strument for socialist politics.

They were also to provide the
emotional charge behind his
first enduringly influential
book Parliamentary Socialism,
with its searing contempt for the
servility of the labourist tradi-
tion.

Ralph remained a stubbornly
independent figure, respected
by — and relating, sympatheti-
cally but critically, to — social-
ists of different hues: Labour
left, Communist, Trotskyist.

In the late fifties he was an
editor of New Recsoner, al-
though unlike most of his col-
leagues he had never been a CP
member. Disagreeing with the
decision to submerge the jour-

'nal into the original New Left

Tues 12

" SOCIALIST OUTLOOK dis-

cussion: Permanent Revo-
lution. 8.00pm, Unicorn
pub, Church St, Manchester

Thur 14

McLlBEL Support Campaign

liband: 1924-1994

- ticular where the group that
- took over NLR in 1963 might

take it, he and John Saville
founded Socialist Register in

1964 as ‘the first of a series of

annual volumes of socialist
analysis and discussion’: its
thirtieth issue was being printed
at the time of his death. The

venture aimed to be ‘commit-

ted’ without narrowness; to

~ ‘present a wide range of ideas

and arguments’; to ‘place some

- emphasis on events in Britain,

but...give each volume a pro-
nounced international charac-
ter’.

The thirty volumes ~ with
contributors ranging from
Deutscher, Mandel, Liebman,
Sedgwick, Lowy or Wood to
Thompson, Kolakowski, Gorz,

Benn, Magdoff, Gamble or

CISM AND FASCISM.
Residential school in Ab-
erystwyth, en suite rooms,-
plenaries, workshops and full
social programme. £80/£30.

" Details from Socialist Out-
~ look, PO Box 1109, London

N4 2UU.

sion: Rac:sm &fasmsm the

Buzgalin — stand as a lasting
monument to Ralph’s lifelong
fidelity to those aspirations.
The qualities for which
Ralph will be remembered and

held in affection included integ-

rity, modesty, intellectual hon-

esty and passion, seriousness of

purpose, tolerance of alterna-
tive views, hatred of oppression

‘and injustice, humour without

malice, an unfailing — and un-
failingly rational — socialist
commitment without comfort-
ing illusions. The title of his last
work Socialism for a Sceptical
Age is eloquent.

A warm family man, he was
immensely proud of the

‘achievements of his wife

Marion and sons David and Ed-
ward. He will be sorely missed
by a wide circle of friends and
political comrades.

1
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IT’S NOT ONLY the traditional
popular British hostility to the
European ‘Common Market’
which makes a low turnout
almost inevitable in the Euro
Elections on June 9: it is also
the vacuous and aimost
indistinguishable platitudes
served up by all three main

political parties.

Since none of them has anything
useful or concrete to say about the
real problems facing the British
workers’ movement, there is an
understandable reluctance to get too
involved in giving careerist Labour
Euro-candidates a leg-up onto the
lucrative Brussels gravy-train.

The satisfaction of seeing Major’s
squalid gang take another electoral
kicking will be enough to persuade a
minority to go out to vote: but few will
do so with any enthusiasm. =

Since Lahour under Kinnock caved
in to swing lamely behind the
European bourgeois bandwagon,
British voters have been offered no
option: each party to one degree or
another backs the reactionary
Maastricht Treaty and advocates
participation in the expanding
apparatus of the bosses’ European

Union. -

Ironically it is Major’s team which
now stands most aloof from the

Py

. =
s
A A MR A X K , 2
2y S o - "\'
AR R e R %

e
e

)

= SR 2

o i 3¢ 2 Seencte - x &
5‘(’ RS :;%.:.:,:.;,:E o RESR NS A .ﬁ 5 ¢ e
. ¥ __‘-‘. e s X AL C

S SRS TR

e

Printed by Tridant Press, Edenbridge. Published by Idolrare Lid,

QRRF

........

.............................................

.........................
...............................
L i

............
-----------

............
---------

B8
e

(o
O WA Cal

..............

PR I
SERE TR

..........

.................
------------

e

'''''''''

.........
/

60 O
...........

v.-
) O
Q. CE‘ X

Campsfield detention centre: protesto

process, seeking to paper over the
deep-going divisions over Europe in
their own ranks by posing as
defenders of ‘democracy’ —in the form
of the right of British capitalists to
veto or opt out of any measure that
might restore any of the rights the
Tories have stripped from the British
working class. |

Back door

Labour opportunistically hints at the
possibility of winning rights not

‘through struggle in Britain but through

the back door —the bureaucracy of the
European Parliament. |

This ignores the reality both of
Maastricht, with its limits on public
sector social spending, -and of the
emerging Fortress Europe,
underpinned by the reactionary

L

rs fight Fortress Europe
Schengen agreements, designed to
clamp down on immigration.

The mass racist detentions of
asylum seekers at Campsfield and
other British detention centres are a
much better guide to life under
Maastricht than pipe-dreams of the
Tories being forced by Brussels to
concede Dutch-style unemployment
benefit or ltalian pensions.

Socialist Qutlook has consistently
argued against Maastricht and the
apparatus of'the bosses’ Europe, for a
completely different approach.

We agree with sections of the
Trotskyist Fourth international across
Eurape, who have denounced the

‘European Union:

Rt
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“The EU is above all a
super-market, a super-bank and a
super-power! The EU means both the

INSIDE:
Socialism,

welfare and

emplioyment
4-page pull-out

to hosses™
pe!

dismantling of the welfare state and
the building of an imperialist fortress.

It is waging a war on its own workers

and youth, an economic war against
its Japanese and American

‘competitors, and an all-out war

against the Third World.”

Like our FI co-thinkers we call for

@ a Europe-wide programme to
aholish unemployment through a
shorter working week and mass
programmes of useful public works.

@ opposition to all forms of racism
and ethnic purification, and
recognition of the right to national
self- determination.

® emergency action to stop the
human disaster affecting the countries
of the Third World: immediate
cancellation of the debts of countries

91 the South and East.

@ elimination of nuclear weapons
and units from Europe, together with
US military bases. The Europe we
want can only bhe built through the
struggles of millions of working class
people, forging strong international
links and practical solidarity.

In calling for a Labour vote on June
9, we do so to maximise the blow
against the Major government, and as
part of our fight to strengthen the
British working class movement and
its ability to take action in its own
defence and in defence of others.

No to the bosses’ Europe: yes to a
Europe of workers’ solidarity!
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