50 Years of IMF:
Enough is Enough!

KEN LIVINGSTONE on why he
stood down - page 6
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| THE MAN at the back of this photograph is Richard Edmonds, national organiser of the British National Party. On July 17 he was I.
convicted for his part in a racist attack which left a man scarred for life. Yet the court let him walk free. (Full story page 2).
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Nazi leader
Edmonds let off

BRITISH Natlonal Party
organiser Richard ..
Edmonds walked free from The attack in a pub was

a court [ast Friday despite clearly led and supervised by

being convicted for his - Edmonds. The convictions - o \ | y -
of Big Stick!

- years for smashmg a beer |
| glass into Browne’s face
scarring him for life.

part in a savage attack on - - g4y that violence against
~ayoung black man which  plack people is not only in-
left the victim scarred for  spired, but directly organ-

life. ised and carried out by the
- At Southwark Crown Court,  BNP and its top leadership.
the judge Christopher Hardy, Edmonds claimed in coutrt

that he was trying to “re-
strain” his members during
the attack, an obvious at-
tempt to pretend that Ed-
monds, as BNP national

sentenced Edmonds to three
months for his part in an at-
tack on hote! worker Steven
Browne and his white girl-
friend Jenny Bone.

By Keith Sinclair | e
(Secretary, Hull S,
‘Trades Council) .

organiser, is “respectable” . . | - T

Release as opposed to some of his TtIt{Ek?tg(i ‘Its ;51‘;:1“% fﬁ%‘l"’d‘i% | _ . :

; more excitable young mem- attaCks 10T 1S sto. |

e s Edmonts Loy iy 5 conference on Fun i,

for over 11 weeks. he was | The jury didn’t believe a Employmentvwn‘,h Tory min- o 4}

immediately released. word of it. But the judge, in ister, David Hunt and CBI - v
Two other members of the  ©ffect, just gave Edmonds a leader Howard Davies as

ticking off ~ something that
“almost certainly would not
have happened to a hlack
person convicted of a violent
crime in a Crown court.

guest speakers.
The TGWU executive has
- voted to boycott the conference
and the GMB are reported to be
unhappy with the TUC deci-
sion.
These latest moves follow
the unanimous decision of dele-

BNP got prison sentences for
the attack. Stephen 0’Shea
got 12 months for punching
and kKicking Browne; Simon
Biggs got four and a half

. .
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gates at the TUC Trades Coun-

2 o~ cils conference earlier this R
re J e C | S ~ month to oppose the invitations .

to Hunt and Davies to speak. Monks’s fmger-waggmg won't beat back the bosses’ offensive

derisory offer

By Paul Wozny

(Hampshire UNISON)

UNISON last Thursday re-
jected the first-ever joint
pay offer for manual and
white collar local govern-

ment workers.

The employers’ offer is for a
22 month deal, to take effect
from July 1 for white collar
staff and September 1 for man-
ual workers (the traditional set-
tlement dates for the two
sectors). ’

The pay offer is derisory,
amounting to one per cent plus
a flat rate increase of £75 for
the first year and the same
again for the second year, to

take effect from August 1

1995.

- Even UNISON s feeble Lo-
cal Government Commlttee
could not stomach this offer.

- Now a period of “‘consult-

ation’’ will take place among

-the membership before any ac-

tion 1s proposed
UNISON is Britain’s largest

union, .claiming close to 1.5 -
million members. The largest -

and most powerful sector is lo-
~ cal government, with over
- 800,000 members, both man-
. ual and white-collar.

The “gomg -rate’’ in the
| public sector is 2.9 per cent.
' Even non-teaching staff in
' sixth form colleges (also cov-

N - ered by UNISON) were offered

- 2.95 per cent plus a lump sum
- of £250.
UNISON’s leadership is
- clearly to blame for the der-
~ isory offer. Officially they
were calling for a “‘substantial
flat-rate settlement’.

Yet throughout the negotiat-

. > .

ing process they refused to
name a figure, making it im-
possible to mobilise support
for a pay campaign.

Management knew UNI- |

SON’s leadership didn’t want
a fight. Rumours abound of
Walworth Road apparatchiks
putting on pressure. Appar-
ently, Labour Party bosses see
a local government dispute as
electorally damaging.

In the past, NALGO led the
local government pay claim.
They at least went through the
motions of organising a pay
campaign.

‘Recommended’

Of course, in recent time,
with the exception of the highly
successful 1989 pay strikes
campaign, they would *‘reluc-

tantly recommend’ accep-

tance of whatever management

- offered.

This time union leaders

~ were so keen to prevent action
- they refused toeven go through L
the motions of a pay campaign,

resulting in an offer so low
even they dare not acceptit. -
"~ Now the left in UNISON
must fight for a programme of
industrial action to secure a de-

_cent pay. settlement. We must - |
also fight to ensure that UNI- - . |
SON actually adqpts a flat-rate -

figure to put on its claim, one

which would aid the most low-

paid. |
The negotiations have been

led by UNISON’s national Lo-

cal Government Committee.
Nominations are now open to
elect a new committee, and the
left should organise candidates
to stand. Our members cannot
afford to keep these losers in
office.

Pressing ahead

However, the TUC leader-
ship is pressing ahead with the
conference. John Monks said at
the Trades Council conference,
‘If T had a big stick, I would use
it, but I don’t’.

It is a scandal that the TUC
can spend £50,000 or our
money inviting the repre-
sentatives of a Tory government
to speak; this is the same gov-
ernment that has created much
of the current unemployment.

Fortunately support for an al-

ternative to the policies of John

Monks is growing. There will
be a demonstration outside
Congress House on the morning
of the conference.

Trades councils

The ‘Big Stick’ demonstra-
tion already has the support of
the NUM, Women Against Pit
Closures, Mike Mansfield QC,
Paul Foot and a growing num-
ber of trades councils.

Camden Trades Council are
co-ordinating the arrangements.
All trade union organisations
should pass resolutions con-

demning the invitation to the
Tories and the CBI.

Everyone who can should
assemble outside Congress
House, Great Russell Street at
8.30am on Tuesday July 5.

H To add your name to the
growing list of demo sponsors
or for further details ring 071
387 8440/8436.

B Alternative Conference
organised by Greater London
Association of Trade Councils
10am at Conway Hall, Red
Lion Square, London WCI1.

We proudly announce our
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RESIDENTIAL school with en-suite rooms, within
200 yards of LECTURES and WORKSHOPS, as
well as the vital BAR, CRECHE, and FREE SPORTS
facilities. £80 waged, £30 unwaged £20/£7.50
deposit secures a place. Write to

Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.

SUMMER SCHOOL 1994

Aberystwyth August 25-29

FIVE DAYS of study,
discussion and fun.

Plenary sessions will draw
lessons from
@ ITALY: Mussolini's march -
from soc1al democracy to
fascism
@ Revolution and |
counter-revolution in SPAIN
® Germany: the fight for
the united front.
@ Fascism TODAY.
® RACISM in Fortress
"Europe
Plus workshops, and
additional themes:
® Marxism and the
National Question.
@ Women’s Liberation.
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THE TORIES’ drubbing in the

Euro-elections showed the depths

of their unpopularity; sections of
the middle class and better off sec-
tions of the working class are feel-
ing the effects of recession, the
attack on the welfare state and job
insecurity, and abandoning the

Tories 1n droves. |
But make no mistake about it: La-

bour’s victory was a victory by de-

Jault, a protest vote against the

gavernment, and not a positive vote
in favour of anything. There was pre-
cious little in Labour’s campaign to
vote for. This is Labour’s Achilles
heel and its obvious weakness.
Back-slapping congratulations at
Walworth Road don’t add up to a real
conviction that Labour can win a gen-

‘eral election.

Crusade

[f Labour is going to wage a cru-
sade to actually throw out the Tories

it has to have an alternative set of

policies for tull employment, defence
of the welfare state and trade union
rights - in other words, a programme

to rollback the effects of 15 year of Wil it be back to the future? Neither Beckett nor Prescott offered any real left wing alternative to John Smith

Thatcherism.

Instead of preparing this, the La-
bour leadership election is preparing
the opposite. .

Those in power in the Labour Party
are preparing to anoint Tony Blair in
the hope that image and style will
carry them through, and that the To-
ries will just remain unpopular until
the general election. |

Last week’s televised Panorama
debate between the three main candi-
dates showed they had agreed in ad-
vance not to display any differences
among themselves on policy.

The argument that there are no sig-
nificant or detectable political differ-
ences between Blair, Beckett and
Prescott 1s a very strong one — a
nuance here, an inflection there. But
this surface appearance is not the
whole story.

Whatever the formal policy differ-
ences between them, the election of
Blair ~ one of the key ‘modernisers’
in the party —would signify a political

REGULAR readers of Social-
ist Outlook will know of the
recent death of Bob Smith
at the tragically early age

of 46. Bob was a passion-
ate supporter of revolution-
ary socialism, and a most
frequent contributor to our

newspaper.

His funeral in Birmingham
was attended by more than
250 people from the local {a-
bour and anti-racist move-
ments, and more than 100
attended a subsequent memo-

rial meeting. |

That is an indication of the
esteem in which Bob was

- held for his anti-racist work

and, in the last year of his
life, his tireless effort in sup-
port of the Asian strikers at
Burnsalls.

To honour Bob’s memory
Socialist Outlook has launched
a Memorial Fund. Part of the
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shift. |
Blair had been the most explicit

*about the need to break Labour’s

links with the unions; only last Thurs-
day he was telling the TGWU that it
would be wrong to repeal much of the
Tories’ anti-union legisiation.

Blair most perfectly represents the
trend which wants to break Labour
from being a social democratic party
based on the workers movement. So-
cialist Outlook’s position is therefore
for the defeat of Tony Blair.

Pitch for the left

Last week Margaret Beckett made
a pitch for left and trade union votes
by arguing that all Tory union legis-
lation might have to be scrapped. At
a future stage Prescott could do the
same.

Given the transferable vote sys-
tem, and the lack of any really signifi-
cant political differences between

Prescott and Beckett, it doesn’t much

matter who people vote for as their

I Bob Smith Memorial Fund

money raised from the fund,
it was announced last week,
will be used to produce a vol-
ume of writings on the strug-
gle against racism and |
fascism which will be a per-
manent memorial to Bob.
Every contributor to the
fund will get a free copy of
the book, which will be pub-
lished in the early autumn.

first choice in the election —so long
as they don’t transfer to Blair as their
second choice.

As reported opposite, Socialist
Outlook fought hard for a left candi-
date to be put up at the Socialist Cam-
paign Group Network conference lat
weekend. This resulted in Ken Liv-
ingstone’s initial decision to stand.

Whether or not a left candidate
stood any chance of winning was not
the point; the point was to have a
campaigning focus for a left alterna-
tive to the ‘new realists’ and ‘mod-
ernisers’.

This was shown to be the case. As
Livingstone explains in the interview
on page 6, his ‘shining moment’ in
the media gave him air-time to pub-
licise the case for radical policies
such as cutting military spending and
progressive taxation of the rich.

Even now, whether or not there is
a candidate backed by the Socialist
Campaign Group, the election in the
unions and the Labour Party gives

sold enthusiastically.

Fund.
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New book will honour Bob’s memo

We ask every supporter of
the paper, and every reader to
send a donation to this fund.

Send as much as you can e
fo: PO Box 1109, London N4 ;
2UU. Cheqgues should be
made out to Socialist Outiook ¢
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socialists the opportunity to argue the
policies that Labour should be fight-
ing for.

Key to those 1s defence of the wel-
fare state; serious action against un-
employment including a 35-hour
week with no loss of pay; restoration
of the right to strike and all other trade
union rights; and a national minimum
wage.

Struggles

Most of all socialists should de-
mand of all the candidates in the lead-
ership election that they come out in
support of workers in struggle.

The real chalienge to the Tories’
attacks 1s being taken up by the rail
workers, by postal workers fighting
privatisation, by college lecturers and
others. |

Where do Prescott and Beckett,
both backed by different sections of
the left, and doubtless glad to have
that support, stand on that question?

The rest of the money, un-
apologetically, will be used
to develop resources for the
work of Socialist Outlook, the
paper which Bob not only sup-
ported and wrote for, hut also
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~ Tory red light halts S|gnalllng
workers’ offer

ADE UNION NEWS

By Greg Tucker

(RMT Southem
District secretary)

AFTER A SERIES of de-
feats for rail workers, suc-
cessful strike action by
signalling grades has opened
up a new wave of struggle on

the railways.

With their dispute continu-
ing, and the rejection by ASLEF
conference of the BR pay
award, government privatisa-
tion plans have been thrown in
to further disarray.

One of the least vociferous
groups of rail workers, signal-
ling grades nevertheless com-
mand a crucial position. As they
proved during their one-day

strike last Wednesday, without

their co-operation not a single
train can move.
Despite this strength, thelr

By Terry Smith

THE CAMPAIGN to save
Guy’s Hospital from closure,
which began with a burst of
energy and huge local sup-
port, has been hi-jacked by
the right wing and is in danger
of becoming completely

stranded.

Five whole months after
Health Secretary Bottomley an-
nounced her decision that Guy’s
should close, the campaign still
has not produced any coherent
or centralised newsletter or

-campaign leaflets.

" The broader the official cam-
paign has become, the slower it
has moved in building popular
support.

A cross-party committee
dominated by Guy’s consultants
and ‘their City chums, but also
including Liberal Democrat MP
Simon Hughes and Tory MP
Roger Sims has focused on rais-

lack of voice has allowed them
to slip back in the pay league.

A discussion lasting years

has seen British Rail drag their
feet on rewarding increased

productivity — with staffing lev-

els down nearly half in ten

~ years. Signalling workers still

oversee the same level of train

movements. -
So when Railtrack came into

existence two months ago, the

" RMT believed the time had

come to press the claim for an
11 per cent pay increase to re-
store differentials.

Effective

After a brief but effective

propaganda campaign, led for
the first time by national execu-
tive members and not left to

full-time officials, the vote

to compromise
with a 5.7 per cent
offer - a small step
forward, just
enough to keep
talks going. At
which point some- |
thing magical [§
happened —the of- &
fer disappeared.
Despite denials
it is clear that the
government at the
highest levels has @&
vetoed the offer.
Instead Railtrack
claim that no offer
was ever made,
and are demand-
ing further productivity in-
creases , and even more job
losses — as the price for a deal.
The RMT is clear on its re-
sponse: unless the 5.7 per cent

among signalling grades, on an

80 per cent turnout, was 4-1 in

favour of trike action. |
Railtrack immediately tried

is put back on the table and in-

creased the strikes will con-

tinue.

ing up to £150,000 — to finance
“an ‘independent’ report by City

sconsultants KPMG, in order to

present a ‘respectable’ case to
Bottomley for the retention of
the Guy’s site.

Any such alternative plan
would be aimed not at galvanis-
ing public opinion and local re-
sistance, but at laying the basis
for a legal wrangle in a potential
call for a judicial review of the
closure plan. This in turn would
cost another £500,000: yet a
similar legal challenge over the
closure of Bart’s Hospital was

‘recently thrown out by the

courts.

Fees

The latest Guy’s ‘campaign’
proposals involve paying fees of
£7,500 a month to an additional
business consultant, plus retain-
ing professional Public Rela-
tions consultants and even
paying out for a team of archl-
tects.

While every penny of cam-

Having seen the successful

.........

July 5 demonstration key to progress

| Guy’s hospltal flght

v
A
g
3
2

Standng frmformorecash RMT’s Knapp

campaign waged by RMT’s sig-
nalling grades, ASLEF have
now thrown their hat into the

ring.

ASLEF’s national confer-
ence overturned the executive’s

It is clear that the Tories have
decided to pick a fight with rail
workers. It will not be easy for
them to back down.

While Major and company
may not be finally able to win,
they have been helped by La-
bour’s craven attitude over the
strikes. None of the three La-
bour leadership candidates has
been prepared forthrightly to
back the strikers.

Prescott, an RMT-sponsored
MP, has made only a general
defence of the right to strike.
Blair would not even go that far.

The signalling dispute is only
a symptom of the chaos caused
in the run-up to rail privatisa-
tion.

Yet it represents the best ef-
fort so far to halt that privatisa-
tion and stop the government’s
clamp-down on public sector
pay. The rail workers deserve

acceptance of BR’s 2.5 per cent
pay offer and demanded a ballot
for an increase in line with sig-
nalling staff.
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nght wmg clamp on campalgnmg has lsolated Guy S staff |

paign funds is being funnelled
straight into the wallets of these
over-paid city slickers, not a
brass farthing has gone towards

- building up the kind of mass

popular anger and action by
health workers that could politi-

cally frighten Bottomley’s Tory

colleagues.

The official publicity for the
July 5 lobby of Parliament and
5.30pm demonstration in sup-
port of Guy’s has been restricted
to a primitive single-sided AS

.
.

The one-day
strikes against the
BBC called by the
National Union of
Journalists and the
BECTU

have been

than one level. Not
only has the
response been
close to 100
percent, but 600

" new members
have joined the
NUJ in order to
take part!

broadcasting union

successful on more

leaflet.

This was produced by a local
resource centre, and paid for by
UNISON, whose conference
voted to support a day of action
on Guy’s, but whose London
Head of Health, Godfrey East-
wood, is notorious for his con-
sistent refusal to mobilise in
defence of NHS jobs and serv-
ices in the capital.

To make matters worse, the
most dynamic force in the early
stages of the campaign has also
been stopped in its tracks.

Right winger

Southwark Community

Health Council mobilised re-
peated vigorous public meetings
of 100-plus local people, but ali
this has now been effectively
neutered by the election to its
chair of right wing Labourite
Sally Keeble, former leader of
Southwark council.

The public meetings and
stunts which catapulted the
campaign again and again into
the headlines have since ground
to a halt.

A measure of the bankruptcy
of the Guy’s campaign came in
its complete failure to capitalise
on the dramatic gesture of the

wholehearted support - both in-

dustrially and politically.

hi-jacked

neighbouring Lewisham Hospi-
tal Trust, whose top manage-
ment this month became the
first since Trusts were estab-
lished publicly to break ranks
and attack the inadequacy of
funding and local planning.

By writing to staff at the hard-
pressed Lewisham hospital, at-
tacking the lack of proper
planning or resources for local
health care, the chair (Professor
Lessof), chief executive and
medical director at Lewisham
Hospital will have infuriated Vir-
ginia Bottomley and exposed the
docility and cowardice of their
colleagues in other Trusts.

The Lewisham protest arises
from a fresh package of £2m
cuts, which they say would mean
another 25 jobs to be axed, after
repeated cutbacks in the last
fouryears. The Trust chiefs warn
that

“If we continue to face further
financial pressures beyond this
year with a static or declining

income, then the quality and

quantity of the services we pro-
vide to our local populatlon are
bound to suffer.”

~ Instead of lending support
and identifying with this com-
plaint, Guy’s campaigners kept
ominously silent.

This will reinforce underlying

concerns at Lewisham that
some Guy’s consultants might
try to salvage their own hospi-
tal’s financial fortunes by
snatching contract income from
Lewisham Hospital.

A big turn-out for the July 5

demonstration, which assem-

bles outside Guy’'s at 5.30pm
could help to turn the tide, and

- re-assert that popular support
and mass action are the key to

victory.
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By _C.hris Brboks

THE SOCIALIST Cam-

paign Group Supporters
Network mobilised 350 La-
bour Party activists to its
Manchester conference on
June 11 which marked a sig-

nificant step forward for the

Labour left.

- The important decision by
Ken Livingstone to stand for
narty leader was a direct result
cf the conference. For the four
fctlowing days there was a hard
i1t candidacy in the media and
a soclalist perspective being put
forward. |

- Livingstone later withdrew
in order to secure the candidacy
of Margaret Beckett.

At the conference a valuable
debate was conducted on the
need for a Socialist Campaign
Group member to stand in the
upcoming leadership contest.

Alan Simpson MP, introduc-
ing the conference, explained

the confusion within the parlia-

ocialists an
ir ba

mentary group abeut fhe pohcy
to follow in the leadershlp elec-

tion.

Soc:ahst Outlook $ Steve
French was quoted on,the front
page of the daily Morning Star
moving the resolution calling
for a candidate.

“It is a question of no candi-
date, no say. If we are to have a
significant part in the debate,
we must have a candidate. We
can’t just censor ourselves be-
fore the first round” explained
the expelled former Lambeth
councillor.

His position was over-
whelmingly adopted by the
conference, the first time a de-
cision of this type has been
shaped by rank-and-file left
wing supporters rather than
taken by MPs alone.

An alternative position in the
discussion was offered by those
supporters of Labour Briefing
and Socialist Organiser who
call for prioritising ‘soft-left’
candidates Beckett (currently
party leader), and Prescott (who
led an assault against trade un-
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A concentration
of Campsfields?

' By Chris Brooks

IN THE wake of the riot at

the Campstield

immigration detention
centre, the Prison Service
has announced plans to
eencenirate all 700 asvium
seekers in the UK into just
2% fagitities by the end of
senfa u{ser

2 %qiy, ihe tive new
ES witl De wilhin nris-
G “4in seekers are nol
34 criminais. |
“’ ;-imm governments sur-
reviy %msds 00 Immigraiion
u Coe without inde-
pEngEn ;er'ai sgieguaras or
*“ 1 iNg lerntn ot their
s ?.«: #n. triggering wide-

“%’wer strikes and fhe

$HrEay
1 :s; - at Campstieln
?ML

'ﬂﬁ:"-u

A ?J?“f I'..

C’H"

3 ‘sation at the
REG rz Lo, Gxford, ;acaiiiy is
8X§1§&z:’i%i§ an nage eighi of
the Licrelon!supplementin
th g,}«.--‘-.-.-.,.,rf? OU?/UCK.

Asylum seekers from 41
separate holding places will
be concentrated at
Campsfield and prisons at
Rachester, Kent (200 places);
Birmingham (65); Holloway,
London (30); Haslar, |
Portsmouth (165); and the
new private prison at Doncas-
fer (30).

Claude Woraes. of the
Joint Counctl for the Welfare
of immigranis, said

“YWe depiare {ne underiy-
g thinking which signais the
iong-term use ol nrison for
those asyium seekers who
have not been convicied of
any criminas offence.”

Coneeniraied into these
brufal new cenires, asyium
seekers will need ihe xind of
sgligarity that the Campaign
io Close Campsiield has
piven, |

Arii-racist grganisations
anid local biack communiiies

must turn every cne of these
carceniraticn centres into a
new ‘Campsfieid’ - maximis-
irtg the opposition {o the rac-
ist British state.
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A landmark for the left as 350 activists help shape policies of Socialist Campazgn Group MPs

ion involvement in the selection
of party leader at last year’s
party conference).

The conference also marked
a political advance in the La-
bour left. A series of lively pol-
icy workshops were held on the
welfare state, arms conversion,

full employment and trade un-

ion rights.
“An important boost was

By Alan Thornett

THE SOCIALIST Trade Union
Movement (SMTUC) steering
committee, meeting on June
18, adopted two major cam-
paigning priorities in line with

the decisions of the SMTUC

February conference.

't was decided to give strong
zacking to the decision by the
~ambeth Trades Council to
launchamajoriabour movement
canference at the end of the year
" defence of the right to strike.

This priority was decided be-
cause of the new situation cre-
zied by the recent court decision

- ¢na proposed national NATFHE
“*ke where the tUdGB set dGWﬂ

anditions for the nogding of a
;:’*sta Canot {accuracy of mern-
hers’ names and addresses 1o
’-:-;%ihin 10 people!} which are ai-
most impossibie forany union to
meet. |

‘f Was xS0 gecided, i iine

; trie recent decisions of the

une 11 Socialist Campaign
usaup Network conference, to
¢rganise a major conference in
the spring of next year, together

with other organisations, in de-

fence of the welfare state.

A speaker fromthe United Ac-

given to centrahsmg the activ-
ity of local Network groups
when the conference backed the
call of the Socialist Movement
Trade Union Committee for a
broadly-based conference in
defence of welfare rights.

The growing questioning of
universal benefits by Labour’s
right wing is a crucial questlon
for the left to take up.

SMTUC to campai
on right to strike,
welfare state

tion against Unemploymeni
Campaign in France wili be in-
vited to an SMTUC meeting in an
attempt to capitalise on that or-
ganisation’s cail for a turopean-
wide campaign in defence of the

35-hour week.

French demo

The French campaign recentiy
crganised a five-ieg march
acress France demanding a 35-
nour week with no ioss of pay 1o
fight unemploymeni, whicn cui-
minated in a 40,000-strong Paris

~ demonstration on May 28.

Aturther decision was to back
the lobby of the TUC July 5 con-
ference (see article page 2) in
protest at the presenca of the CBi
and government ministers.

The conference represents a
positive step forward at a time
when local groups ofthe Social-
ist Campaign Group Network
are being set up in more and
more cities.

B Contact the Socialist
Campaign Group Network at
3, Blades House, London,
SE1I 2NU.

Baz‘r/mg agamsr iega/ strafz‘facker "JA TFHE smkers

- nounced that

The mee‘ungg atwhnich officers
were {0 be re-giected, had o deal
with a situation created by four
of the outgeing officers, who aii-
vecause of dis-
agreements with the SMTUC's

February conference decisions,
‘::mv woulid not stand for re-eiec-
ten,

They alse announced in a iet-
ter to atfiliates that they had split
oif the 'Unshackle the Unions’
campaign, and wouid run it s
their own. This was condemned

by the meeting, since ‘Unshackle

fite Unions’ has aiways been an
integral part of the SMTUC,
which launched and built it,

Al the end of the meeting a

new executive of nine people

was elected.

e v P ——

ST T TR Lt =AMLY S A AV -

1 e 2l P AT 4 STV R W, Y

IRNE A TRV S e T L e
.

I PAARRARNS W AN T AL W S RRA I e e TR el by

W

"

' .
]
(o apet SN T e, g . . . . .
RO & "I e L e X L ta. . .. . . . -, . P . . - . RN . . ) ) . . L. . .
LT ’ﬁr”ﬁu‘a::;tv: PRy AR R . y c o4t p . : e N - * o v : - o . . . e . -y
; -l ey : AN . . LI -, s ot . . P . . - 0 8 . 8=t .
. A . 4 . . . -



‘Socialist

-$0: Why did you decide

In the wake of
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‘We put down a marker

- to Blair’ - lemgstone

the call fromthe |

A

o
3

Socialist
Campaign Group

AN Al AT
-‘.--:' s "

el
ey

Supporters
Network (SCGN)

Conference to

the Socialist

Campaign Group

(SCG) to stand a

A
iy
:

candidate in the

o

AT
'n::::‘ : o
Labour .
IRETE:

leadership
contest,

Outiook’s Helen

Shaw spoke to
KEN
LIVINGSTONE

to try to stand?

KL: | thought we were in a
different position after
SCGN activists conference
in Manchester. When 350 people vote
by at least ten to one, some said
twenty to one, for the SCG to stand |
thought the least we should deswould
be to announce that we were going to

try to get the nominations.

| wasn't greatly optimistic that it
would be possible but | thought at least
we ought to try and and seize the op-
portunity while doing that, because of
the media attention, to raise the issues
of taxation, military spending and capi-

tal flows out of the City of London. It

was a chance to push the issues and to
try and firm up the other candidates.

S0: When you stood down, some
on the left were critical because
they believed you should have

waited until the deadline and then

made political capital out of the
undemocratic »amination rules.
But now it seems that Margaret
Beckett needed the nominations.

Is that why you withdrew when you
did?

KL: It became clear that if | etood | '
was going to take away votes whlch

would stop Beckett.

There was a poo! of people on the
left, 17 from the SCG, who were sup-
porting Becketl. Any erosion of those
yotes — she only had to lose eight — and
she wouldn’t have been able to stand.

My worry was that people might
nave nut in nominations for me and not
been allowed to change their nomina-
tiongs if the Campaign group withdrew.
it was getting verv close.

The SCG might not have taken a deci-
sion iate on the Wednesday night and
then you had tess than 24 hours to
track down people get them to with-
draw nominations and put them in
again. It seemed a recipe for disaster. |
think the SCG would have got a lot of
oditm in the movement if we'd ended
up not having me and net having Beck-
ett as well. |

S0: You’_re stupporting Beckett

If anything we’ve ended up

. | with a greater degree of unity
- - 17 members for Beckett,
another five for Prescott, and
five either nominated Denzil

..........
-------

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

along with many of the SCG MPs
but others on the left perceive no
real difference between her and
Prescott. Can you explain why?
What the differences are if there

- are any?

KL: [ think there are differences. Mar-
garet Beckett was a member of the
Campaign Group since its inception
in 1982-83 until the Benn leadership
challenge to Kinnock in 1988.

She also indicated quite clearly that
she wasn't happy with the OMOV pro-

posals at last year’s Party conference - |

and she has kept her links open to
members of the SCG.
We are not rebuffed by her, she is

Lfvmgstone “l z‘hmk there are dffferences between Beckett and Preseon‘

SO: It was good for the left that
those things were said...

" KL: | think it is also a stage in the

struggle for the heart and soul of the

next Labour government.

We've put down a marker to Blair
and any of the other candidates saying
how are you going to pay for your pro-
gramme? There can be no excuse for
them getting in and saying ‘we hadn't
anticipated the problems’ or ‘there’s go-
ing to be a crisis’.

We actually spelt out how to raise
over £20 billion to start to pay for our
programme, but it involves taking on
the City of London, the military and the
rich.

“We actually spelt out how to raise over £20 billion to start
to pay for our programme, but it involves taking on the City
of London, the military and the rich”

open to conversation in away that many

in the shadow cabinet are not. And she
s the one who has taken up the issue
of secondary picketing. it is ciear that

whilst they're aquite close together Beck-

ett is slightly to the leit of Prescott.
cqually | don’t think we should judge
Margaret Beckett any more harshly
than we judge Tony Benn. Once you
take the decision to take a place on the
front bench you're bound by coliective
responstbility. She took that decision,
Tony Benn’s taken it in the past.
Peopie outside always think it would
he better if they resigned and fought
courageously from the back benches
but —and this comes out in Tony
Benn’s diaries— he thought he was

achieving a iot by being part of the lead-

ership team and Beckett’s felt the same

thing.

S0: The policies you put forward
in the brief time you were stand-
ing...

KL: A shining few momentst

SO: What can the left do now to

make those policy issues part of
the debate? What should the SCG

MPs do?

KL: We should never expect more
than the SCG can deliver. They didn't
unanimously support Eric Heffer in
1983, people like Tony Banks voted
for Neit Kinnock and so on. in 1983,
with the leadership challenge we lost
a number of members of the SCG and
not all who stayed then voted for

Benn/Hefter.

Two years ago when Bernpig Grant
and myself stood only half of the group
supported us. They had all sorts of odd
reasons for what they did. Tony Banks
said he had to support Bryan Gould be-
cause it was an adjacent constituency
in the East End!

ihe SCG has never been a disci-
plined group in which everybody votes
in the same way particularty when you
come to issues of candidacies. i don't

think this time round was any ditferent.

Davies or didn’t nominate
anyone. So if Beckett does
well | think we will get a lot
of the credit.

When Benn stood in 1988

people said it was hopeless,
and it was, but it was a
chance of reassuring people
in the party that there was
still socialism on the agenda.
Bernie and myself were told
we’d been humiliated and it
was a waste of time that we
stood two years ago.

But if we hadn’t stood and
been eliminated under the ri-
diculous 20 per cent rule, it
wouldn’t have been reduced
to 12.5 percent, and Tony
Blair would have been

| elected unopposed — be-
cause neither Beckett nor

Prescott would get the 54
needed any more than Bernie
and | could.

The fact you had this n-
diculous situation of the La-
bour machine persuading Blair support-
ers to nominate Prescott just to make
sure there was a challenge does bring
us back once again to raising the issue
of the very undemocratic nomination
rule. | don’t see any reason why we
need more than the five per cent we
used to have.

SO: You referred to the SCG'N con-
ference. Do you welcome the de-
velopment of the network?

KL: | think its important because its
very easy for Members of Parliament
to end up cut adrift from anything
happening outside and just becoming
parliamentarians. We used to have
very active constituencies but for
most of us now our constituencies
are much less active than they were

even where we’ve got left MPs.

The SCGN is a forum we can consult
outside parliament. The SCG would
never agree to be bound by it but it
does act as a spur and a pressure. |
think it had that effect this time.

If the activists conference hadn't
called for a contest | wouldn’t have
made the effort to get the nominations
and wouldn’t have had the high profile
for those few days. And [ think it was a
reminder to members of the SCG that
tﬁey are not just there on their own.

| think the leadership issue heiped 0
make it a much larger conference than

nreviously. Suddenly there was a fight
on and people rallied round.

Whiat's alsc been amazing is the iet-
ters and phone calls that have flowed in
during the last week. The number of ist-
ters 've had from pecple saying if you
get elacted leader 'll rejoin the party is
particularly depressing. | have to say i
all these people were still in we would
be a 1of better ofi.

SO: Exactly.

KL: But it shows that there is stiil a
great core of people who want to
fight.
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THE TREATMENT
of Grbavica, the
suburb of
Sarajevo
gcciipied by Serb
Cheinik forces, is
as uncertain as
the future of the
city a whole. The
suburd remains
an inglorious
symbol of the
collective
traumas suffere
by the city durin
two years of
siege and
bombardment.

Despite the
partial pull-back
of Serbian forces,
Sarajevo is still
besieged and just
as divided as the
Cypriot town of
Nicosia or Berlin
was in the past.
Here we publish
an account of the
suffering of
Grbavica by three
Sarajevan
citizens, M.
Kristic, A. Hafner
and A. Pandzo.

"WELCOME to the Serbian
Republic’ are the first words
which greet you as you enter
Sarajevo’s occupied suburb,

Grbavica.

You are greeted with the flag
of that ‘republic’, which hangs
on a half-burned-out sky-
scraper, and by hidden Serb po-
lice who follow your steps with
binoculars.

As you enter, you are allo-
cated one of those policemen as
your private guard, whose task
IS to control harmless meetings
of families separated by the di-
vision of the city.

Young women are immedi-
ately propositioned: ‘“Baby are
you Serbian”? Negative re-
sponses elicit rude disapproval
from the gathered soldiers.

A /'.'“s:" Y
ANt &
S0

Getting out of Grbavica is
very difficult for the local popu-
lation. People in the main part
of the city never know when
they will get to visit a friend or
relative who is captured on the
other stde of the river Miljacka.

Bureaucratic procedures are
so insistent that people are kept
waiting for hours on the bridge
connecting the two parts of the
city. While you are waiting for
the announced visit, it takes so
long you can get sunburned.

A young boy was once asked:
“*Where did you get so tanned?”’
He answered, “‘On the bridge of
Brotherhood and Unity, while |
was waiting for my mother to
come from Grbavica”.

The atmosphere is Grbavica
is permanently threatening: you
have to have official papers to
justify every step that you take,
and non-Serbs feel something
terrible could happen at any mo-
ment.

Gambling

One of the first to visit
Grbavica as the seige slacked
asked his cousin, “Do you still
gamble?” The cousin’s reply
was, ““Yes [ do, but a gamble
with my own life”’.

At the beginning of June
1992, the Serb Chetniks just
walked into Grbavica, without a
single shot being fired. The
Serbs emptied the shopping
centre and robbed it.

At first the Serb occupiers
were ordinary reservists, and
the treatment of civilians was
not too bad. But then the forces

of Arkan and Seselj (Serb fas-
cists and war criminals) started
to arrive and even ethnic Serbs
became afraid.

When the reservists left, a

- gang of drunkards began to

plunder everyone, including
Serbs.

As soon as the reserve army
left Grbavica, killings of Mus-

- lims and Croats became com-

monplace. The first massacres
were conducted in the houses
around the Flamingo coffee bar,

- near the front line with the Bos-

nian army.

Firing line

Ethnic Serbs were moved out
of this area, but non-Serbs had
heavy machine guns put in their
apartments and were immedi-
ately put in the firing line.

Hundreds of non-Serb Bosni-

“ans were killed in this way, and.

the area has become a mass
graveyard. The Serb Chetniks
conducted constant house
searches and interrogations; no
non-Serb was able to avoid
these. Even some Serbs had
problems.

According to a Bosnian
woman, searches by Chetnik
women soldiers were equally
harsh. She says: “The only
thing of value left in my flat
after the male Chetniks
searched were my sheepskin
coat and a few decorative items.
Those were all my dear memo-
ries. For men, those things have
no value at all.

“However, after the first
woman Chetnik entered my flat,

there was nothing left for the
second one to rob. So she did to
me what was worse than any
robbery. She cut my hair with a
shaving machine. Thus, instead

of hair, I had only a few scars

and wounds on my head”’.

In addition to searches were
stronger forms of intimidation -
proclamations on the walls say-
ing it was necessary for non-
Serbs to leave Grbavica. The
proclamations told of detention
centres where non-Serbs should
assemble if they did not want to
[eave. But in reality few people
are allowed to leave.

0

- Croats of the ninth. They al-
ways fear the late night
knock on the door, and peo-
ple over 18 years old are
forced into work units.

The situation for women is
especially terrifying. Many
young women have testified
to the activities of ‘Batko’,
one of Arkan’s men, a noto-
rious rapist and torturer.

One young woman says,
“It was most difficult when

Batko was coming and threaten-
ing he would kill me. He was
coming every day. Sometime he
was in a good temper and he was
offering me cigarettes. Some-
times he would simply come
and cut me with a knife.”

Because of the continued di-

vision of the city, all the facts
are not known. But whether
Bogsnia is in the news or not
“Welcome to the Serbian re-
public” remains the terrifying
sign on the bridge of brother-
hood and unity —and the suffer-
ing of Grbavica continues.
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50 years of World Bank and IMF

WHILE ALLIED forces battled onwards into France from the D-Day

landings, and on the Eastern front the Soviet Red Army bore the

brunt of the mikitary struggle against Hitler, far-reaching plans were
being laid in a secluded top- Ievel con‘ference thousands of miles

from the battlefrelds

In July 1944 the Bretton Woods conference in Ieafy New
‘Hampshire, marked the emergence of the USA as the dommant B
imperialist power, eclrpsmg a bankrupt Britain. The agreements |
drawn up at Bretton Woods set out an economic strategy for the

consolidation and reconstructlon of caprtallsm at the end of the war."";

From these agreements emerged the lnternatronal IVIonetary Fund
and the World Bank, with the General Agreement on Tariffs and

- Trade (GATT) taking shape a few years later. And the peoples of ﬁte |

so- called ‘Third World’ have been plagued and exploited by them*

ever since.

In October 1994 the general assembly of the World Bank and the
World Bank will celebrate their 50th- anniversary in Madrid.

| Environmental groups, pacifists and left organisations will be

staging their own counter summlt rn the same city a month earher

ol -__..HARRY SLOAN reports

SELF-INTEREST was the driving
force behind the efforts of the Ameri- & .

can bourgeoisie to reconstruct capi-
- talism and expand world trade after

the end of the war. 7 -

| In 1943 a State Depaﬂment report
pointed out that:” -

“A great expansmn in the volume of

~ international trade after the war will be

essential to the attamment of full and

effective employment in the Umted.,;

States as elsewhere.”

This could be safely proposed inthe |
knowledge that US industry, booming d

with profitable munitions production,
would emerge unscathed by war damage

as the overwhelmingly dominant indus-

trial and financial power.

The temptation was to dmre home thts' i

advantage by holding back the post—war

-~ development of the USA’s principal ri-
" vals — Germany, Britain and Japan. But

this had to be balanced against the US
fear that total economic collapse might
trigger socialist and communist agitation.

Before the German surrender, US
President Roosevelt had considered and
~even adopted for a period a plan of de-
industrialising Germany and reducing it
to little more than an agricultural econ-
omy. Instead, the USA opted for restrict-
ing the level of output from German
industries and the break-up of industrial
cartels.

In Japan, the US Occupation stepped
in from 1945 to break up the Zaibatsu, the
giant holding companies that dominated
industrial production: the Mitsui group
alone, employing 700,000 workers, was

---------
....... Ve
------

...........

More losers than winners in the USA’ s
post-war world erder ;;; L
broken into 170 separate compames

Only the banks were left intact.
As far as Britain was concerned, the

USA decided from 1942 to give enough
aid to its floundering imperialist ‘ally’ to

keep British gold and dollar balances
above $600m but below $1 billion, to
ensure stability without real inde-
pendence. |

US ard' wa§ tied to strict conditions
ensurlngthe opening up of trade with the

f-':i.t-‘.;Brltlsh colonies. Perhaps the biggest im-
= | - mediate US inroads into British domina-

tion were in Middle East oil output; the
American share doubled to 31 percent

between 1939 and 1946, and went up

another 60 percent by 1953.
The Bretton Woods agreements must

.~ W | - beseen in this general context: they were
s - Intended to make the post-war world safe
- for (American) capitalism.

The new global convertible currency

22 1 was to be the dollar, pegged to gold at the
|  rate of $44 to the ounce —an arrangement

- that lasted until 1971. Exchange. rates

~ were to be monitored by a new body, the

International Monetary Fund, which was
to intervene where necessary to stabilise

| Crisis snuatlons

‘However the IMF never had the $26

::_:;"blllil()ll, resources originally proposed: af-
-ter vigorous US resistance it was

launched with just $9 billion and very
restricted terms of reference.
The World Bank was even more hob-

~bled by US policy. Early plans had called

for a ‘Bank of Reconstruction of the
United and Associated Nations’,
capital of $10 billion in gold and curren-
cies and additional borrowing powers.

Before the German surrender, US President Roosevelt had
considered and even adopted for a period a plan of de-
industrialising Germany and reducmg it to little more than

an agricultural economy.

_—___.

with

-

But conservatlve voices in the US es-
tablishment whzttled this down to a frac-
tion of the original resources: in the event
it set up with just $750m. It did not lend

- $1 billion until 1953.

In recent years-the World Bank has
become a by-word for huge and environ-
mentally-damaging ‘development’ pro-
jects in the Third World that have led to
further oppressnon repression and defor-
estation.

Still pursuing the expansxon of world
trade, to exploit its dominance in produc-
tive industry, the US pushed for reduc-
tions in import tariffs, which in 1947 took
shape in the first GATT agreement.

A year later, in the face of consolidat-
ing Stalinist control over much of Eastern
Europe, a new Cold War economic bloc
was formed, the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development.

. Dominant

These institutions have continued to

. dominate the economic development of

the world for 50 years. Despite the politi-
cal changes that have seen dozens of new
independent states emerge and others
transformed by -rapid industrialisation,
the control of the Bretton Woods institu-
tions has not changed.

‘Today, the 24 OECD countrxes cur-
rently control more than two thirds of the
votes at the World Bank, and 55 percent

at the IMF. . -

Of more than 150 IMF member coun-
tries, just five (USA, Britain, Germany,
France and Japan) control 44 percent of
votes. The oil- rich OPEC countries con-
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trol a further 10 percent.
| While the USA, with a population of

250 million, has 19 percent of votes at the

IMF, China, with a population of 1.1

billion, has just 2.5 percent.

Since 1944 the ‘Third World’ coun-
tries have been drawn into dependence
, on a world market dominated by the more
prosperous OECD countries.

An area the size of Europe has been set
aside in the ‘Third World’ for export
crops as whole countries have found
themselves effectively relegated to the
' role of food reserves for ‘northern’ coun-
tries. As a result their industrial and agri-
cultural development has been skewed
towards the production of cash crops and
food exports — to the detriment of self-
sufficiency.

The high protein requirements of the
"american diet’ dominant in the ‘north-
ern’ countries have driven on the destruc-
tion of tropical forests to create grazing -

land for meat production and exports, and While much of the money lent was  the ‘south’ still depend heavily on im- Da N ger:
created conditions where 40 percent of  stolen, or squandered on armaments by  ported manufactgred goods from the ad-
| world grain production is consumed by - theruling class in Mexico, Brazil, Argen-  vanced industries controlled by the wor| d B ank

Global debt continues to strangle the o
development of much of the ‘Third | o
World". But for the US capitalist D

- class, as this advert from the 1950s o
shows, the system has been terribly o
profitable. Sl

Lo il
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opment represented by the Bretton |
Woods agreements will be interrupted
not by reasoned arguments alone, but | PR
only by mass action of the countless mil- -
lions who are the losers in the present
system.

A revolutionary programme and lead-
ership are essential for the struggles to o
come, and it is from this perspective that | .
members and sections of the Fourth In- - o
ternational will be participating in these o
activities. - | R
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. cattle. tina and elsewhere, the burden of interest ~ “north’. - . ‘ o
| The quest of imperialist multinational ~ payments mounted. By 1982, Mexico be- The fashionable expansion of tourism -
| corporations for increased profits came the first to declare itself insolvent.  to a host of new exotic Third World lo- at w ork o
, - through low wages and non-union labour The IMF was called in to impose con-  cations, exploiting cheap labour and the |

have led to the transfer of labour-inten-  ditions and administer new loans de- relative strength of ‘northern’ currencies, EXAMPLES : PR
| , | : : | of damaging projects
sive and highly-polluting industries to  signed to enable the exploited countries  rams home thf{ contrast between accumu- fingnce d by the Wor? d I??a%k :n_ o
.~ newly-industrialising countries (Hong of the ‘south’ to repay their debts to.the  lating wealth in the hands of the elite in y | t 1 |

Kong, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, - northern countries. In many cases gov-  the ‘north’ and the vast majority of op- clude:
; Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, China, ernments took over responsibility for  pressed. : . Th? SAR_DAB SAR,OVAR dam o
| - Mexico, Brazil, Chile). what had been private sector loans: these 50 years of capitalist development on SR EHEURIE RN U THIERATE Gk o
| governments have found themselves un-  the Bretton Woods pattern has led to a  JRUUIVEENNIERUBTIY IR -IE] | -
| - Unemployment er the cosh from the IMF, forced to  disastrous plundering of the earth’s re- [ELCRMISICHUIRIVIITERR AR | 2
| ' But this same process has led also to  d¢value their currencies, cut spendingon  sources and degradation of the environ- JEUINCRUTTOEEERERIRIHL T

o OIS . . | 350,000 hectares of forest and o
the collapse of manufacturing industry ood subsidies, cut public services such  ment. . | 200000 hectares of arable land.

;\ aqd of stab!e employment in the imperi- _ Local people are being uprooted |
alist countries. The 1990s have seen much of Africa and Asia cynically through state repression and vio- '

? Each of these tendencies is reinforced

| " by the latest GATT agreements signed _ TUItNEr cast adrift as the eyes of the capitalist bankers lence. | | .

ap snzas . - M The PANGUE dam in Chile, | | .
carlier this year. Now the wheelisturning  focus on the possibilities of expansion into Eastern Europe  [[¥fitihanriastSidng :

| full circle, with more OECD countries . ‘ uhich il flood the Bio Bio Rive
following the British Tory example and and China. |

: - | huenche indians.
- looking to impose ‘Third World’-style Sy W The BALBINA dam in Brazil.
sweatshop conditions, to ‘tackle unem-

are ol

LA

' ; : : as health and education, and cut wages as Throughout the world forests are be-  [JALMIRRIUF PRI RHUGEHETERNE

ployn;e ntd .bi creating more low-paid, as dropping trade quotas and tgariffs ing level%ed, fertile soil lost and erosion  JEIICHCIRICNNHEEHUTEREYER

- cas::t tlge > S.ti me British Tories have to allow greater inroads from the north-  increased through intensive agriculture, [REGELIUEIONTTENT mqsq“'tosjlpm" .

| led the \:zaS; Ii,fllxeimp(fsing draconian IMF- ¢ countries. water and the air are being.cont.a n.1inated :ﬁ“ o fl;ggl tfhﬁ Sr;,' 2?1?; (;lfl;: :tse: Irl"?g rs

| style cuts in public spending targeted In many cases these cutbacks have by hazardous wastes, while billions of w[t)ll:isna ratcl}iu; 300 Kim | |
; against the unemployed, the homeless triggered revolts and crises, often in turn  people suffer exploitation, ill-health and ’. . :; 7il's GRANDE CARAJAS ro- o

| and the low-paid. ’ leading to police and military repression.  oppression. | ect in the Amazon. desianed to aro- |

| The growing inequality between the The gap between north and south wid- In the driving seat of this system are J ; g L

| developed ‘northern’ economies and the  €n€d in the 1980s. But the 1990s have  the key capitalist countries, the Group of videkJapaneﬁe}] European at:d USI
ex Ioit’;d countries of the ‘south’ has S€€n much of Africa and Asia cynically = Seven. They are to meet in a new ‘jobs  JRUMED et? with cheap faWUng[E]i erials.
' begn intensified by the mushrooming of further cast adrift as the eyes of the capi-  summit’ in Naples next month, a follow- The project affects 9060, square

foreign debt. talist bankers focus on the possibilities of on from the Detroit summit: the theme :(ig?lToer:;egf iargg pmélr”v zgfp LVS?;E’E’IT ' ell S
The extension of massive loans, espe- expansion Into Eastern Europe and  will again be use of deregglau?n to create 25m cubic melres of cha;coal | : _.
L cially to Latin America and to some ex-  China. , . more low-paid and part-time jobs. 700.000 tons of aluminium. and | ; | -
| tent to Eastern Europe, was a device by Prices of raw materials and even oil Environmental and pacifist groups are sunnlies of mananese copiler . N -
f the imperialist banks to utilise the bil. have fallen sharply in real terms, keeping already organising a counter-summit 0%3 e am:?tin , COPpEr, |
; lions of petrodollars generated by the oil down the cost of living in the more pros-  which will set out a very different ap- ’ , -
¢

Dl e d

price increases of the early 1970s perous ‘north’, while the economies of  proach to the development of new jobs.
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The Long Way Home
by AnnMarie Wolpe
(Virago, June 1994)
reviewed by Luci Davin

THIS IS an autobio-
graphical account of po-
litical exile and return.
Central to the story is an
escape from a South Afri-
can prison. In a way there
are two rather separate
stories, AnnMarie
Wolpe’s own and that of
her husband, Hareold.

Harold Wolpe was a mem-
ber of the ANC and the South
African Communist Party, ille-
gal organisations in 1960s
South Africa. He acted as law-
yer to Nelson Mandela, Wal-
ter Sisulu and others jailed in
the Rivonia trials.

In 1963 the government’s
repression of its opponents in-
tensified and it became clear

that left-wing political activ- =
1sts had to choose between per-

manent imprisonment or even
death, and continuing the
struggle from abroad.
AnnMarie Wolpe describes
meeting with Joe Slovo and

by Geoff Ryan

DENNIS Potter died on the
day the iast issue of Socialist
Outlook went to press. Whilst
his death leaves the world a
poorer place his artistic work

has left a rich legacy.

Potter was born into a coal
mining family in the Forest of
Dean. He won a scholarship to
Oxford, and stood (unsuccess-
fully) as a'Labour candidate in
the 1964 general election. After
working as a writer for the BBC
he moved to the Daily Heraldq,
in the mistaken belief that he
might “be allowed to express a
sort of socialism”.

In 1961-62 Potter developed

psoriatic arthropathy. Accord-

ing to Potter he first became
aware of it whilst reporting on
a Young Conservatives confer-
ence, though he couldn’t quite

“believe his feeling ill was en-
tirely a result of the speeches

from “the usual hard faced,
brash, young idiots talking
about what this country

ded”
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- Apartheld’'s i
exiles o
return

Ruth First for a clandestine
farewell dinner.

A large amount of the book
is about Harold’s arrest and
imprisonment and his escape,
via Swaziland, Botswana and
Zaire to Dar-es-Salaam, and
eventually to London.

The story made interna-
tional headlines, as all kinds
of obstacles cropped up. The
details are quite astonishing,
but it stays a very factuai ad-
venture story, and never gets
beyond its confmes as a sec-
ond-hand narrative of ¢vents.
Fven at the most gripping mo-
ments 1 felt distanced.

In many ways AnnMane’s
poriraval of her own feelings
is more interesting. She de-
scribes perscnalities, relation-
ships, her family.

She writes about her

| thoughts on leaving South Af-

rica, and on the return in
1990. She didn’t choose to

leave, but once settied 1n Eng-
land, she made a career in de-
veloping and teaching |
Women’s Studies courses at
Middlesex Polytechnic, and of
writing on feminism.

She’s aware of the contra-
dictions between her feminism
and her life, following her hus-
band around. Harold takes it
for granted they’ll return to

Dennis Pot

Potter's background - and
his attraction to and rejection
of it = informed much of his
work. His first production for
television Between Two Rivers
was a documentary about the
Forest of Dean in which he ex-
presses his desire to find a
more cultured world. The two
Nigel Barton plays have a cen-
tral character from a mining
family who goes to Oxford and
rejects his background.

Backdrop
The Forest of Dean forms a

" backdrop to parts of the Sing-

ing Detective and Blue Remem-
bered Hills. And Potter ended
his years in Ross-on-Wye, only
a few miles from the Forest.

Potter’'s work has recurring
themes: life, death, sex, love,
religion, good, evil and the rela-
tionship between them. Most
of all he was concerned about
the relationship between child-
hood and the rest of one’s life.

For Potter television was the
most democratic medium. He
believed it was possibleto
bring art to the masses.

His vehement hostility to Ru-
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The struggle did not stop in South Africa: but how will the returned exiles respond

South Africa together.

Having settled in England
becatse of him, she’s made
her life there. Does she really
want to go back?

She also recognises that her
ideas on women’s liberation
are Eurocentric, and worries
that they are irrelevant to the
new South Africa. Does she
have a place there?

This is an interesting story
of a particular experience aris-

pert Murdoch and his scathing
comments about “croak-
voiced Daleks” running the
BBC flow from Potter's con-
cepts of what television should
and can be. And few people
come anywhere near Dennis
Potter’s ability to grasp the

possibilities of televisionand

use it effectively.

Potter refused to be bound
by traditional narrative struc-
tures and naturalism. He will
be remembered for his use of
lip-synched songs in Pennies
From Heaven and The Singing
Detective.these were not

~ merely gimmicks: they
strengthened whatever point

Potter was trying to make.
They broke up the narrative,
forced people to think, some-
times provided an ironic
counter-point to the visual im-
age.

Potter's willingness to break
new ground led to controversy.
The original ending of Vote,
Vote, Vote for Nigel Barton had
Barton pleading for people to
put their cross on the ballot pa-
per and then giving a V-sign to
the camera. This last shot was
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ing from the long struggle 1n
South Africa. However, any-
one who reads this for a wider
angle on South African his-
tory, or seeking political analy-
sis of the present situation, is
likely to be disappointed.
While AnnMarie Wolpe is
interested in politics, she was
never an activist in the same
way as her husband, was
never in the SACP and only
joined the ANC in the 1980s.

removed,

- Brimstone and Treacle was
banned for eleven years be-
cause of the rape of a physi-
cally and mentally disabled
young woman by the devil. As’
a result of the rape the woman
is cured. Potter’s intention was
to show that good can come
out of even the most evil situ-
ations. The play was de-
nounced as “nauseating,
diabolical” — which is, of
course, exactly what it was
meant to be.

Sexual objects

In Blackeyes Potter tried to
show how men objectify

women, reduce them to sexual

objects. The first episode cer-
tainly does this brilliantly. But
at times the play itself verges
on the sexual exploitation of
women, becomes almost por-
nographic.

Dennis Potter was certainly
not a revolutionary, but he es-
poused certain socialist values,
albeit in an often confused and
contradictory way.

He was for the defence of
the achievements of the post-
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.............
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There 15 no real discussion
of the ANC’s politics. There
are only ten pages on the
Wolpes’ life since their return
to South Africa, dealing
largely with their three grown-
up children. |

This is best read as a story
of how events affected an indi-
vidual woman, rather than as
an account of participation in
those events.

war Labour government. He
passionately hated the destruc-
tion of these gains by Thatcher
and Major and their backers in
the gutter press. He totally re-
jected the belief that everything
can be reduced to its market
price.

As long ago as 1965, in
Vote, Vote, Vote for Nigel Bar-
ton - long before Tony Blair
was seeking feadership of the
Labour Party - he expressed
his contempt for professional
politicians who reduce politics
to sound-bites.

Fortunately Potter did not
die until after completing his
last two works, Karaoke and
Cold Lazarus. ‘

They will be shown later this
year. The Singing Detective will
be on BBC in July and Lipstick
on Your Gollaron Channel 4 in
August.

The transcript of his last in-
terview, with Melvyn Bragg in
March this year, along with an
earlier interview with Alan Yen-

- tob and his James MacTaggart

Memorial Lecture are publish-

ed in Seeing the Blossom, Fa-

ber and Faber, £5.99.
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By K Govindan

WAR has broken out in Viet-
nam. Only this time it’s be-
tween Coca-Cola and
PepsiCo.

The soft drink giants were

among the first American com-
panies to apply for investment

licenses after the Clinton ad-

ministration announced the lift-
ing of the thirty year long trade
embargo.

Vietnam’s government wel-
comed the move for a number of
reasons. In the long term it of-
fers their exports access to the
United States domestic market.

In the short term, the Viet-
namese government hopes that
the US will stop vetoing aid and
credits from foreign banks and
multi-lateral lending institu-
tions like the International

Monetary Fund and Asian De-

velopment Bank.

Private capital is openly wel-
comed under the seven year old
policy of doi moi or renovation.
According to the official rheto-
ric this means a ‘socialist-ori-
ented market mechanism under
state management’.

Similarly to the Chinese
model of marrying economic
liberalisation with political cen-
tralisation, the experiment in
Vietnam has enjoyed some suc-
cesses, but is beset with dangers.

Asian capital

Asian capital from Taiwan,
South Korea, Hong Kong, and
South-East Asian countries has
been active in the export proc-

essing zones that have sprung up

on the southern coast.
The US government’s

~ change of heart on trade sanc-

tions has nothing to do with re-
gret for the horrors of the
Vietnam war and everything to
do with US capital wanting a
piece of the action.

Vietnam is the latest benefi-
ciary (and some sav victim) of
the “flying geese’ strategy of
late capz':& isin. In the global
CCONOTIY ¢ yii&l mpigraies from
one GCQ.-:;\_:i {0 another s
ing for chea i zhour, weak
worker oreanisation and lower
envirctinenial standards.

In return forsetting up manu-

facturing in shoes, textiles, plas- -
{ics and cieciranios, ‘?"@reig?

businessgs are offered full own-
ership of th fn{c;r;}n L *m]ud~
ing 104 per cent rena -
orofits — e mos &
vestment code i the region.
Oil remzing Vietnani’s big-
gest reventue 2arner. s exploi-
tation };u.v financed some of the
economic retorms including the
massive strides in agriculture.
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Make Ius a Iarge GCoke. The new US invasion is makmg blg mroads into Vtemam

From being an importer of
rice, Vietnam is now the world’s
third largest exporter. There was
a bumper crop in 1993 of 25
million tonnes.

The main reason for the turn
around is the break up of state
controlled co-operatives into in-
dividual holdings. Cut of 22
million peasants 5.8 miilion
work on their own piots while
16 miuilion work in co-opera-
tives.

Any vield above their state
quota cai* be sold at market ‘price
and this has been a major incen
tive to increased production,

Thrown off

d OWi- Q:d v hm neer 1 pal
tc,n ’f thousands have been
thrown off the land and forced

. to leave their villages in search

ofwork inihe cities. A new class
of rich farmers is emerging.

Also the government has
been subsidising export-ori-
ented industrialization by keep-
ing food prices and therefore
urban wages Jow.

In 1992 when food prices
were' pushed down by 19 per
cent but the cost of fertilisers
and seed and manufacturers rose
in price, there was tremendous
peasant dissatisfaction.

Considering that the majority
of the 70 million Vietnamese
itve 11 the countryside this is a
Serious matter.

There 1s a growing urban-ru-
ral divide with shops inthe cities
stocked with luxuries which
only a few can afford; while in
the rural areas clean whter, elec-
tricity and roads are scarce.

Women have been adversely
atfectad by staie withdrawai of
household rations and chiid care
facilities.

Children

Manv have been forced to
stop patd employment in order
to jock after children, grow
vegetables and make home
products for sale in the market.

Foretgn investors grumble
about bureaucratic hurdles,
rampant corruption, the under

developed legal system and -

poor infrastructure.

The government has bor-
rowed heavily to finance two
major infrastructure projects. A
north-south highway costing
US$700m and a hydro-electric
power station priced at
US$600m.

Schemes like these generally

benefit the urban rich, not the
‘poor. Vietnam’s only legal
trade union confederation is the
General Confederation of La-
bour, which is committed to the
tri-partite strategy of state, em-
ployer and worker negotiations
to minimise work-place dis-
putes and to maximise worker
productivity.

Although minimum wage
laws exist they are regularly
flouted. Health and safety regu-
lations are minimal ,while pol-
lution and environmental
degradation have been promi-
nent issues.

There is no indication that
- political pluralism will accom-

pany economic reforms.

The Communist Party of Vi-
etnam (CPV) does not recog-
nise the right to form tendencies
and factions within it.

Bribes

[t controls the trade union
movement thereby policing
workers in the interest of for-
eign capitalists. Its leading offi-
cial are growing rich on bribes
and commissions and are the
few who can afford shares in the
privatised state enterprises.

Leon Trotsky’s classic ac-
count of the rise of the bureauc-
racy in the Soviet Union, The
Revolution Betrayed, has re-
cently been translated into Viet-
namese and published in
France. It will find its way into

Vietnam.

The writings of revolution-
ary Marxists must be made
available to the Vietnamese
people and practical activity in
defense of the working class
and rural poor undertaken too.

Separation of the party from
the state, recognising the right
of other parties to exist and per-
mitting independent mass or-
ganisations of workers,
peasants, women, youth and
students to function are all as-

pects of socialist democracy

which 1s Vietnam’s next hur-
dle.

'! C a r a gu a n h e a l -.f h C a r e

;,;N'YEARS ago the WOrld Health Drgamsatmn was smg
~ing the praises of Nicaragua’s radical new health sys-
tem_ set up by the Sandinista govemment aﬁer the

usting of the Somoza dictatorship. N -
Now, with 70 percent of the nopu!atmn Immg below the UN's -

poverty threshhold, and with 70 percent of schoolchildren mal-
- nourished, this system has been swept aside by the right wing -
~regime. Health care spending has been slashed in half, and
."_.}numbers of health workers cut 12 percentin an IMF scheme.

- 87 Nwaraguans died of cholera in the first half of 1993; and

i-;rthe infant mortality rate is up to 72 per 1,000 births, and ris-
“ing. Vaccination schemes are cullapsmg, and charges have
~been introduced for drugs, with a single paracetamol tablet
'sellmg at 55p The average salarv IS |ust £37 per month.
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Indonesian

By Max Lane

DURING the 'last week in

May and the first week in
June a major conference of
solidarity with the people of
occupied East Timor oc-
c'med in Manila -

‘'stematic attempts by the
is iharto government in Indo-

nesia and the Ramos govern-
nent in the Philippines to
stop 1t happening.

In fact the Asia Pacific Con-
ference on East Timor blew up
in the face of the Suharto re-
gime, whose troops have occu-
pied East Timor since 1974,
turning into a major public rela-
tions disaster. The 500-strong
conference became front-page
news throughout Asia.

Throughout May the Indone-
sian government carried out a
sustained campaign to pressur-
1se the Ramos government in

despite .

Manila to suppress the event.
Initially it appeared that Ramos
would allow the conference to
go ahead, but keep out foreign
guests.

However, on May 27 a pre-
viously unknown organisation,
the Philippines Indonesia Soci-
ety Inc., successfully filed an
injunction against the confer-
ence at Quezon City District
Court.

The conference organisers
immediately announced thev
would defy the injunction and
continue with the conference:
but the University of the Philip-
pines, where the conference was
due to be held, announced that
because of the injunction the

overnmen
humiliated
over Timor

conference would not be ableto

use its facilities. However, the
dean of the Faculty of Law im-

mediately appealed against the

ban in the Supreme Court.

On May 30, ten of the foreign
participants held a press confer-
ence expressing their concerns

Spanish voters
put Left boot
Into Gonzalez

By Jaime Pastor

MADRID— The European
elections on June 12 were
a big defeat for Spanish
prime minister Felipe
Gonzalez. The right wing
Popular Party profited from
the crisis of the ruling
Sacialist Party, bogged
down in numerous
corruption scandals.

But afier a very radical
g*‘-ampaign the United Left
(UL}, which is based on the
8 ~Cmmamsi Partv. bui
WHICH nciudes a wide spec-
trum of el wmg apinion,
sored & maior success wiih
3.4 per cent of the vole.
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&s reinioreed oy the
, n the regional eiec-
i am. n Andalusia, aise heid
oi Juihe 12, where the United
Left scored nearly 20 per cent
ift 2 gynamic alliance with fhe
Greens.

in absolute terms, the vole
tar the UL didn’t go up very
much from that obtained in
the June 1993 general elec-
tion — from 2,246,000 to
2,483,000. But the signifi-
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cance of the UL vote is much
more than the absolute figure
suggests.

The electoral turnout was
much lower in the European
elections than in the general
election, so the UL’s vote was
a higher percentage (13.46
per cent a against 9.57 per
cent); this is bigger than any
other vote for a formation io
the left of the PSOE since
1977.

The United Left defended a
programme hostiie {o the
v:aastricht treaty {which im-
piies move foward European
capiialist integration and
ciiropean-wide ausierty).

Cantroversiai

cwever the UL presented
"i of oo fzaimaies witich
ol of cantroversy in
i ms’ms, i%uaﬂse the top (wo
rositions on ihe iisi were o¢-
cupied by peopie from iis
108t poisticaily moderatle
wing.
inine end that didn’t reaily
mratler, hegause the UL's best-
kriown ieader Julic Anguita
was the key spokesperson at
i:$ meetings, and he pre-
senied a very radical ieft wing
critigue of the policies of the
Gonzalez government — a cri-
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_ Ph:llppmes bass ex-GeneraI Hamas tailed to ave) vert emba}}assm ent for Indanes:a'

over the genocide of the people
of East Timor, and their deter-
mination to attend the confer-
ence. |

In the wake of the press con-
ference the government an-
nounced that foreign guests
would be arrested and deported.

The next day, while the Su-
preme Court was sitting to hear
the appeal against the banning
ot the conference, hundreds of
peopie were gathering at the
Untversity of the Philippines
campus and prepared to march
to the Facuity of Law where the
conference was due to be held.

AS rumours spread of arrest

orders being issued for foreign
guests, a cordon of security
guards, mainly workers and po-
iitical activists for Mindanao,
was formed around the march.
At the head of the demonstra-

tion, in addition to prominent

civil liberties lawyers, were
Ronald Llamas of the socialist
organisation BISIG and Tony
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.......
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;}er cent in spainil.

Aternative
Enpuita rightly presented

e united Left 2 the sole left

wing aliernative in the efee-
i%i}f‘is

?erhaau Anga ia ﬁadn i put

Cabardo of the SANLAKAS
front of mass organisations;
Cabardo is associated with
the Manila branch of the Philip-
pines Communist Party, which

-i$ leading a fight in the name of

democracy and Leninism
against the Maoist leadershlp of
that organisation.

As the demonstration was
about to march, the news came
through that the Supreme Court
had overturned the injunction
but upheld the government’s
right to ban foreign visitors.

By this stage, many visitors
from Europe, North America
and Asia had already arrived
and promptly participated in the
opening of the conference in the
Law Faculty. |

On June 1, with even more
foreign guests arriving, this
time from Thailand, South Ko-
rea and Japan, the Ramos gov-
ernment announced that it had
issued deportation orders
against 10 foreign participants,

- John Pilger’s

including Max Lane. Others or-
dered out included people from
the US, Portugal, Argentina,
Holland and India.

Further legal moves against
the 10 have failed to get them

~deported, and in the end the

revocation of the visas of the 10

~named participants was itself

revoked — another humiliation
for the government and vet
more publicity for the confer-
ence.

The conference was a huge
success: the ham-fisted at-
tempts by the Indonesian gov-
ernment to prevent it happening
turned into disaster for them.

Together with the impact of
film on Timor,
Death of a Nation, the confer-
ence meant that the message
about the occupation and geno-
cide in Timor rang out loudly in
many countries around the
world.

(Abridged from Green Left
Weekly).
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enguph siress on the ecoicgi-

¢zt and internationailist

fiemes in the UL programme,

Gr put enough siress on the .
tight against corruption. But
given thie moderation of some
¢of the leading UL candidates
his radicalism was important.
The éMgment of the liberal
daily £/ Pais is reveaiing: the
campaign of the UL, it said,
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was ‘‘moderate in form am:i
¥ery radicai in fundamentai
content’” which “appeared to
come from another age” (a
reterence tg the 1870s when
the Communist Paﬁy was
streng).
= Jaime Pastor is a
sipporter of the United
Left in Madrid
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Most of the .
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British left and .

the Irish solidarity
movement has
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welcome to the
‘peace process’ in " e
Ireland. s
. . .
But this is not the “ ﬁﬁ
unanimous view, g AR £F S
either in Britainor | = =, P
Ireland. Socialist [ CR" TR 2
Outiook’s Liam - S e e
Mac Uaid here ' . N
interviews JOE |
CARTER, a e et v X i - o
Irish Committee » W T T e - | |
Programme . . o R
ICMP). Irish The members are kept in the to point to divisions in their the loyalist terrorists have re- | |
( ), Irish dark about the real content of ranks. ~ organised themselves under | .
supporters of the the Hume/Adams agreement We have made a number of 5 naw jeadership
Fourth and the recent contact between written submissions to com- Although loyalist violence is oy
International the republican movement and - missions set up by the republi-  , onctant reaity, it does in- j
" . the British government. cans and we have distributed crease when it is ’perceived
They are told by the SDLP thousands of leaflets at republi- 4 nationalists are making po- - '
_ | that there is no differ;%pce be- . can demonstrations. We call litical advances -
M Why is there a peace tween the Downing Street dec- for publication of the The collapse.of round table , -;
process now? laration and the Hume\Adams Hume/Adams document, we talks involving loyalist politi- | SR
agreement and correctly recog- denounce the Downing Street cians and the fact that negotia-
SN | nise that the declaration does declaration arguing that it :
- REPUBLI.CAN Strategv has not signal the end of partition needs to be condemned rather u’?tr;]stngvgu%r:il% S;?,%ﬁﬁggt | |
reached an impasse. Sinn -~ or represent any real conces- than clarified. and the possibility that this o -
Fein’s electoral growth has sion from Britain. We call for organised resis-  0varnment will have some
been halted. No organised oppaosition is - tance to what it really repre- sort of unity with the SDLP an
- The military campaign is in- visible because it is the failure e sents which is an attack on the the republicans worries the lov- ‘
creasingly under pressure of the past republican ap- (Top) Bombing continues as last 25 years of the democratic o ok el ' A
. ' M oy a@. alists. They see the political
: | - Adams (above) seeks terms y O .
demonstrating its more and proach which has led to the struggle. The peace process is agenda being set by their ene- :
more demoralising character. current situation. There is no British and ending it would a sham. We oppose the idea mies.
The republican leadership in solid basis inside the republi- ease the way for the solution of  that there is such a thing as the They also fee| that Britain . |
the pat opened discussions - can movement for a political or - other difficulties such as per- ‘nationalist family’ and the re- should be able to defeat the | '
with John Hume, leader of the strategic alternative. =~ suading Dublin to drop Articles publican strategy of seeking al-  |pa purely by repression and |
bourgeois nationalist SDLP,in.  This is further reinforced by~ Two and Three of the Irish con-  liances with Ireland’s capitalist \itnout Dublin's assistance. ;
fruitless talks to break the im- the leadership’s constantcalls  stitution which lay claim to the class. o The secretive nature of the :
passe. The new process came for ‘unity’ which has always whole territory of Ireland; and - The only alternative is an alli- process has heightened loyal-
to light when details emerged been held up as of paramount bring lan Paisley’s Democratic ance with lrgland’s WOrKers in - ict fears of the ever present
of talks between Hume and importance given the past his- ~ Unionist Party into the proc- all 32 counties. They are the. sell-out which has been pro-
Adams aimed at ‘strengthening  tory of disastrous republican ess. | | only real friends that the north- 404 by Paisley amongst oth- '
the nationalist agenda’ splits. ' It is fundamentally wrongto ~ ern democratic struggle has. ers.
For Sinn Fein the way for- ) believe, as do many on the left | The loyalist terrorists see

| ward is unity with the SDLP

and republicans that Britain | thei : .
and the Southern bourgeois B Why has there been an éir campaign as one which

M Are the British serious does not want to stay in Ireland. will strengthen the hand of

d . - ncrease in loyalist io. ™~ .,
parties. A result of their dead abo:t peace.? If not, what mcrez‘!’se in loyalist vio their pollficians and wamn the _ 5
end is that they are now pre- ~ do they want? o lence? British not to concede too ' |
pared to make concessions to | | W How have the comrades B IT IS NOT simolv b " much to Sinn Fein. - -
the bourgeoisie. The peace mNO. Th qy-  0fthe ICMP been interven- 11 o UL Simply because S - e
process so far is the collapse ' NU. TTiey see an opportu ing into the discussion? U N N N N N G N S S S SN S S A — S
of the republican programme nity to end the past 25 years P nE
of national self-determination ~ Of struggle through incorpo- , . 1 ' |
and British withdrawal intoa  rating the republican move- MThe republicans held a se- | i | 1:
compromise with the repre- ment into a hew negotiating ries of public conventions at i "“a 1 “
sentatives of Ireland’s capitalist  process, in which all the which they said that they
class. | | cards are stacked against the wanted to hear the views of I I
republicans and against de- the people of Ireland on the | 1 q _ -
W Are there any differences  mands for democracy and jus- peallce p";?esfﬁ | i 1 F .
inside the republican move- tice. f practice these were ony "
. ment on the :rocess'? A settlement is secondary to ~ OPportunities for anti-republi- | | ;-
| ) ending the armed_strugg|e_ can and prO-lmperlallst groups I I
This would make the possibility ~ 0 condemn the IRAand sup- i
‘W UNDOUBTEDLY. Thereare  of a power sharing administra- g?rf;el:a d’gggfr‘a%gg the Downing I I
- big differences between the tion more likely. The SDLP and , ° ° |
| leadership, which fully sup- sections of Sinn Feincould be ~ Given the demands for I DEMONSTRATE ; |
o 5 _onted. unity’, republican supporters j BMT.O.M. | E .
| ports the strategy, and the co-0p - Lond Saturd _ |
| Y, ana T is th had no chance to intervene for London ondon, saruvrdaay | ~
~ bulk of the membership he armed struggle is the o tha ° | i
‘ ' largest problem faced by the fear of allowing their enemies “WCIN 3XX AUGUST 13
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By Harry Sloan

With five million public sec-
tor workers facing a prolonged
pay freeze, Britain’s corporate
bosses have been coining in in-

creased pay, shares and perks

avera-ging 25 percent in the past

‘year.

And while Tory ministers are
frantically pulling strings be-

hind the scenes to veto a miser-

able 5.7 percent settlement for
rail signalling staff, there is no
signs of ministerial intervention

to cramp the luxury style of the
Tory Party’s circles of cronies

in the boardrooms.

Public sector earnings are in-
creasing at just two percent a
year; private sector pay at dou-
ble that rate.

But all this is chicken-feed

compared with the 70-200 per-

cent extra on much larger initial
salaries awarded to top-paid ex-

“ecutives In five major compa-

nies, Barclays, Cadbury, Royal

‘Bank of Scotland, Blue C:rcle
and Warburgs. |
- Some hard-faced bosses still

claim that they are ‘under-paid’,
notably Sir James Ball, outgo-
ing chair of Legal and General,
defending a 50 percent-plus in-
crease to £473,000 of chief ex-
ecutive David Prosser.

Pay cut

-Of course in the harsh cut-
and-thrust, some can lose out.
Spare a thought for poor Sir Pat-
rick Sheehy of tobacco giant
BAT, whose package has been

cut 37 percent to just £620,000:

he now earns less thn in 1991!

Others can face the boot if
they clash with their key Board
members. But it will offer little
consolation for them to pick up
their redundancy cheques onthe
way out.

Sacked Fisons chief execu-

tive Cedric Scroggs was shown
the door with a mere £750,000
in his hand. Laura Ashley boss
Jim Maxmin did a little better
with £1.2 million, while
Glaxo’s ousted chief executive

'Ernest Mario will collect a more

reasonable £4 million - the big-
gest payoff in British corporate
history.

Small wonder that critics are
now complaining that it can be
more financially rewarding to
be an ousted failure than to re-
main in office as a successful
chief executive. |

For all these high flyers,
mega-salaries are supposedly
an ‘incentive’:

ently out of the question, and
millions exist below the EC’s
decency threshold. And for un-
employed youth, even the mis-

erable £50 a week proposed in

Labour’s latest job-creation

1,000 Transport

Department jobs to go

By Sean Cohen

CONFIRMATIUN of up to
1,000 job cuts within the
Department of Transport
has just been given.
‘Efficency savings’ of 20
per cent have to be made In

the next two years. Staff have
been told compulsory re-

-..Mn:-b-\}“ /’%M m-.;,

'@m

dudancies cannot be ruled
out: the CPSA expects 1,000
job losses.

In the Driver Vehicle Li-
cencing Agency - which like
other agencies now has to ne-
gotiate alone — a pay freeze is
threatened after management
concluded recent pay talks on
June 6, saying that they had
no proposals to make. The

freeze follows the publishing
of a review calling for the pri-
vatisation of the DVLA.

If the expected national
Civil Service strike goes
ahead in October, it can be
widened to include all those
in the public sector fighting
market testing and privatisa-

fion.

for ordinary

-workers, however, even a maxi-
mum 48- hour week is appar-

scheme is decried as too ex-
travagant by Tory ministers.
One thing is clear: Labour’s

leader apparent, the fnghtfully |

moderate Tony Blair, has no in-

embarrassing the stinking rich.

That’s just one reason why

their friends the newspaper mo-
guls are not too unhappy at the

- prospect of Blair for PM.
tention of taxing or in any way = o

Over 100,000 turned out in sweltermg sunshme
for this year’s Leshian and Gay Pride marchto
Brockwell Park on June 18, celebrating the 25th
Anniversary of the Stonewall Riot in New York.

OME NEWS

Facing mass unemployment, ram-
pant employers equipped with sav-
age anti-union faws, and a war on
hard-won education, health and
welfare services, the working
class in Britain faces a real crisis
— an avoidable crisis created by
the historic failure of its official
leadership.

~ Socialist Qutlook exists to fight for a

new type of working class leadership,
“based on the politics of .class struggle

and revolutionary-socialism, to tackle
this crisis.
The capltahst class, driven and polm-

cally united by its own crisis, its require-

ment to maximise profits at the expense
of the workers, has been given deter-

mined, vanguard |eadership by a brutal

class-war Tory high command.
The Tory strategy has been to shackle

the unions with legislation, and to frag-

ment and weaken the resistance of the
working class and oppressed, allowing
them to pick off-isolated sections one at
a time, using the full powers of the state.

In response, most TUC and Labour
leaders have embraced the defeatist poli-
tics of ‘new realism’, effectively pro-
claiming total surrender on every front,

while ditching any pretence that they of-

fer a socialist alternative. Every retreat
and concession they have made to the
employers and the government has sim-
ply fuelled and encouraged the offensive

| against jobs, wages, conditions and un-

Where We Stand

jon rights.

Newrealismis the latest form taken by
the politics of reformism, seeking no
more than improved conditions within

“the framework of capitalist rule.
Socialist Outlook rejects reformism,
not because we are against fighting for

reforms, but because we know that the
needs of the working class — for full
employment, decent living standards, a
clean environment, peace and democ-
racy - can never be achieved under capi-

talism.

Nor, as we argued long before the
collapse of Stalinism, could these de-
mands ever be.achieved under the bu-
reaucratically deformed workers states
and degenerated USSR, whose regimes
survived only by repressing their own
working class. .

‘We are a-marxistcurrent, based noton
the brutish totalitarian parodies of state
marxism, nor on the tame, toothless ver-
sion of ‘marxism’ beloved by armchair
academics, but the revolutionary tradi-
tion of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

Our socialist alternative is not based
on parliamentary elections or illusions of
peaceful legislative change. We fight to
mobilise and unleash the power of the
working class — the overwhelming ma-
jority of society — to topple the corrupt
and reactionary rule of capital and estab-

‘lish its own class rule.

We struggle against fragmentation by
building solidarity, working to link and
unite the various struggles of workers,

the unemployed, of women, of pension-
ers, of the black communities and ethnic

-minorities, of lesbians and gay men, of

students, of youth —and of those fighting
imperialism in Ireland and throughout
the world. Socialist Outlook is above all
an internationalist current, in solidarity
with the Trotskyist Fourth International,
which organises co-thinkers in 40 coun-

“tries world-wide.

- Sectarianism
Unlike some other groupihngs on the

British left, we do not believe a mass

revolutionary party can be built simply by

-proclaiming ourselves to be one. Too

often this degenerates into sectarian pos-
turing and abstention from the actual
struggle taking shape within the labour
movement, playing into the hands of the
right wing.

‘Nor do we believe that the demands of
women, black people, lesbians and gays

or the national demands of people in

Scotland and Wales should be left to
await the outcome of a socialist revolu-

“tion. The oppressed must organise

themselves and fight now around their
own demands, which are a part of the
struggle for socialism.

But propaganda alone, however good,

will not bring socialism. The fight for

policies which can mobilise and politi-

“cally educate workers in struggle, must

be taken into the unions, the Labour
Party and every campaign and struggle
in which workers and the oppressed fight
for their rights. |

To strengthen this fight we press for

united front campaigns on key issues

such as fighting racism and fascism —in

which various left currents can work to-
gether for common objectives while re-
‘maining free to debate their differences.

If you agree with what you see in
Socialist Outlook, and want to join
with us in the struggle for social-
ism, readers’ groups meet in
towns across the country. Contact
us now, get orgamsed and get ac-
tive!




SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 65,

25 June 1994, Page 15
MP 7.30pm Civic Hall
Sat2 _ Ve ;
PSYCHOLOGY POLITICS .
RESISTANCE founding a0

conference 10am-5pm [
Aytoun Building (By Pic- |
cadilly BR) Manchester |
Metropolitan University
workshops on gender,
heterosexism eurocen-
trism & racism, institu-
tional abuse Guest
speakers from South Af- |
rica, psychiatry system |

survivors movement 227 Final night fiesta at Iast years lntematlonal Summer Camp Be there! — see below
tails: Lisa Denny 061 sion: Racism & fascism:
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'Foucault anniversary.con-
ference 9.30am-5.30pm
ULU Malet St WC1 details

..........

,WANT'Y‘OUR event
included? Send

monds, Alan Simpson,
Dawn Primorolo, John
Prescott, Peter Hain, Bar-
bara Castle and others Con-
way Hall Red Lion Square
tickets £7/£5 from ‘What’s
Left’, Tribune, 308 Gray’s
Inn Road, WC1X 8DY

McLIBEL day of action details
071 837 7557

MANCHESTER Interna-
tional Peace festival opens

details: Olive or Linda on
061 234 3325 |

ANTI-Apartheid Movement
Extraordinary General Meeting

Join uUs a

Liberation!’s mobilisation
~for the Fourth Interna-
tional’s youth camp in Italy
next month is well under-
way.

After the v1ctory of the far
right government in Italy earlier
this year, the attention of many
radical youth has been drawn to
Italy.

The camp, to be held north of
Arezzoon July 22-29, will be an
international celebration of the
red, green and feminist alterna-
tive to the right. Young social-
ists from Canada, Russiaand 16
European countries will enjoy a
week of concerts, discos, films,
sport, cabaret, trips, good food

END disruption of Kingsmead
School! Lobby of Hackney
Council 6pm TowneHall

SCOTT Inquiry: More Ques-
tions Than Answers? with

Lord Healey, Richard Nor-

ton-Taylor, Rosemary Hol-

lis & John McNaughton

7pm Westminster Central

Hall SW1

JULY

Fri 1

LEEDS Socialist Campaign
Group public meeting with

- Micheal McGowan MEP, Alce

Mahon MP and Alan Simpson

and share a wide range of expe--

riences.
- This year the anti-sexist con-
tent of the camp is especially

- attractive. Discussions at the
-camp include women in the for-

mer Yugoslavia, marxism and
feminism, violence against
women and children, women at
work, the family and men and
feminism.

The British delegation will

run workshops on imperialism
and the third world (the topic of
the centre spread in this Social-
ist Outlook), and on economic
liberalism. The camp will also

include a range of discussions

based around film showings in
a special ‘memory space’ and
more theoretical sessions.

This year’s camp will have

-the biggest British delegation

Russell St WC1 details 071
387 8440/8436

ALTERNATIVE conference on
Full Employment organised
by Greater London Associa-
tion of Trades Councils 10am
Conway Hall Red Lion Square

WC1

DEFEND GUY’S hospital
demonstrate 5.30pm out-
side the hospital opposite
London Bridge station

‘QUESTIONS the leadership
candidates refuse to address’
Socialist Campaign Group
Network meeting 7.30pm
Conway Hall Red Lion Square

E ven the beer s revoluttonaryf

since 1990. The successful mo-
bilisation is especially attribut-
able to the efforts of Socialist
Qutlook readers. Leaflets and
posters — especially around col-
leges and at May’s Anti Nazi
League carnival — have pro-
duced new inquiries about the

Road London N1 details: Dan
071 2235295

Fri 22 - Fri 29

INTERNATIONAL Youth
Camp Arezzo Tuscany Italy
All-in price £150 leaflets,
posters and details from
Liberation!, PO Box 1109,
London N4 2UU

Mon 25

POSSIBLE date for passing of
Criminal Justice Bill

Tuesday 26

Socialist Outlook discus-

camp.

been mailed out to selected Lib-
eration! and Socialist Outlook

readers about the camp. |
Members of the Fourth Inter-

national Supporters Associa-
tion are being sent copies of the
new issue of Liberation! and
asked to consider making dona-
tions to allow further unwaged
youth to come to the camp for
the first time .

One thousand pounds has
been paid down on the bus —
entirely collected from the de-
posits of campers. Adult volun-
teers are being asked to come to
help with translation and other
technical work at the camp.

A July 3 meeting will finalise
the details for the camp - agree-

This week hundreds more
summer camp leaflets have

 detallsby July1to 0718095068 2535 ~ Fri8-Sun10 e poiitics of despair, with
 What's Happening?, Mon 27 - pmegy r?l|ggilt'e¥s|2:g?ear: ' SOCIALISM and beyond 10" Benson 7.30pm Sta-
P.0. Box 1109, PROTEST opening of MeLi- Lp P Coference of Socialist loner's Park Lomunity
' SR ive music, International . Gentre Mayfield Road off
London N4 2UU. bel trial 9.30-11.30am Co-onerative dav third Economists conference Weston Park N8
‘ ngh Court The Strand EC1 p . y . . Leeds weekend ticket in- a |
world fair trade fair, Chil- ), ¢ junch: £30/220/210.
PERMANENT occupation? Is-  dren’s festival and Oxfam tai 2) 334507 or AUGUST
| | Details (0532) 3345
| NE ' raeli settlements and the okm run 234518
JU threat to peace 7pm Friends sun 3 Tues 9
F - 2 4 House 17?-1_77 Euston Road Sat g | SOCIALIST QUTLOOK dis-
rn U] ictwi: PR GrL£OR NOW WHAT? Midiands anti- o\ nepse GALA Durham cussion: Democracy and the
M11 INFORMATION stall 6192 - o fascist Sunday SChO(zl ) United Front. 800pm’ Uni-
5.30pm-7.30pm Leyton- Tuesday 28 10.30am-5pm Queen’s Walk Tues 12 corn pub, Church Street,
stone Tube . Comunity centre Nottingham 1 00K I Manchester
SOCIALIST OUTLOOK dis-  details (0533) 550433 BOMIRLIGT O Is-
OPENING of Cities and SUS-  gyssiar- Ireland: beace or o cussion: Permanent Revo-  §at 13
: . dablad l. pé LIBERATION! meetings lution. 8.00 Uni
tainable Development: Global  eapitylation? with Liam ution. 8.00pm, Unicorn L
Forum 1994 in Manchester Mac Uaid 7.300m Sta- 11am-2.30pm, 3.00pm- pub, Church Street, Man-  MARCH for British with-
tel: 061 234 3741 Fax: 061 onar’s Park cp : 5.30pm London chester drawal from lreland assem-
234 3743 tioner's ark Gomunity ble 12.00 noon Kennington
| Centre Mayfield Road off Tues 5 Thur 14 |
Weston Park N8 Park Oval Tube
WHAT’S LEFT? summer Weds 29 ment Conference 8.30am weekly meeting 6.30pm Lon- | |
~ conference with John Ed- TUC Congress House Great 5, Greenpeace 5 Caledonian  SOCIALIST OUTLOOK Sum-

mer School: ANALYSING RA-
CISM AND FASCISM.
Residential school in Ab-
erystwyth, en suite rooms,
plenaries, workshops and full
social programme. £80/£30.
Details from Socialist Out-
look, PO Box 1109, London
N4 2UU.

OCTOBER
Sunday 16

WORLD day of action
against McDonald’s and

National Free Speech day
details 071 837 7557 -

ing work rota and nominating -
members of the camp’s govern-

ing committees - and will start

to draw lessons for having an
even larger delegation in 1995,
when the camp may be even
closer to Britain.

- [l Young people wnshmg to
come to the camp should con-

tact Liberation! without delay

at PO Box 1109, London N4
2UU. A deposit of £35 will re-
serve you a place.

B Make cheques for depos-
its or donations payable to Lib-
eration! Publishing Association
and send them to PO Box 1109,
London, N4 2UU.

Every donation is rewarded
with a complementary Libera-
tion! subscription or Socialist
Outlook book or pamphlet.
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NEXT MONTH the British "tg launch major attacks on workers’
government is host to Antonio » "9NIs:

. . : More than that, the election of a
Martino, the new ltalian foreign government including fascists has led

minister. Martino is a leader of g 2 wave of attacks on immigrants
the National Alliance, formerly  and foreigners. Three weeks ago tens
known as the Italian Social of thousands of italian skinheads,
MoVement,l an openly fascist giving Hitler salutes, marched through

. : - the town of Vicenza. The election of
organisation which numbers Berlusconi’s government was greeted

? among its members Benito with a giant fascist demonstration

fj | Mussolini’s grand-daughter. through Rome. Open fascism is on the

Foreign secretary Douglas Hurd march again in ltaly.

] | says that opposition to Martino’s visit The National Alliance’s accession

| is ‘patronising’, an attempt by British to government has given heart to |
. people to tell italians what to do. fascists throughott Europe; it was )
i Hurd is either an idiot or knows greeted enthusiastically by German
f nothing about Iltaly, or both. Martino’s  Republicans’ leader Franz
| organisation is the first fascist Schoenhuber and by ultra-right-wing

movement to get into government in a nationalist leader Zhirinovsky in

JUST DAYS after claiming credit for the ‘D-Day landings as a fight to

] major country since 1945. Russia. | - . . . . : :
Tlhe governing coalition in which But the visit of Martino offers us the defe.a.t fascism, Malor.s goyemmept 'S} “"""”"9 the OIQ’ dlsc.re.dlted Tory
PR the National Alliance participates, opportunity fo build demonstrations  tradition of collaboration with fascist leaders. Tory Prime Minister
. headed up by media magnate Silvio which will hearten workers and - Neville Chamberlain courted Italian fascist Mussclini (above) before
. Berlusconi, is the most right-wing anti-fascists throughout Europe. returning from Munich with his notorious ‘piece of paper’.

.

government in Europe, put into place Antonio Martino - not welcome here! For details of pickets against Martino ring Jim on 081 _300.’7450
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is the first letter of the alphabet.

There are twenty-five more. Socialist Outlook has l
them all in some very interesting combinations
WE BRING YOU unequalled inter- Readers in Britain can also get  Subscription aton |

5 national coverage, execellentre-  a combined subscription to /Inter- Name .........cooouen...
| ports of campaigns and labour national Viewpoint and Socialist 24 issues: Surface rate: Britain :

i movement activities in Britain. Outiook for just £25. £17; rest of the world £22. Air Address .................
| Subscriptions include the- Send your cheque, payableto ~ mail: Australasia, Japan China

., ory+practice, our ocasional re- Socialist Outlook Fund, t0: PO £38, rest of the world £30. e
view, and Liberation!, the red Box 1109, London N4 2UU. 12 issues: Surface rate: Britain |

green and feminist youth quar- Cheques in currencies other than  £9; rest of the world £12. Air PostCode................
| terly. British pounds incur an extra€7  mail: Australasia, Japan China

' fee. - £20, rest of the world £16. Phone............
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