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NEARLY a million people L
voted 1n the Labour leader- S

ship election from a poten-
tial electorate of 4,231,429

in a 22.5 per cent turnout.
In a travesty of the much
vaunited democracy of ‘one
member, one vote’, some
. party members had as many as
. seven votes.
. **’*‘ .. An MP, who was also a
Sl - trade union member, Co-op
party member and a member
of the Socialist Heath Associa-
tion, Socialist Education Asso-
ciation and a couple of other
affiliated groups had seven
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Beckett defeated |
cast, the result gives Blair 53
per cent and Prescott and
Beckett 47 per cent combined.
Given the media bandwagon

and speculation of a landslide

“ victory this is not an over-

B

Tory clown Patien paid price for school tests fiasco -'

- Scalp for teachers as

. | . _ P | ‘
Tories shuffle to right i
. 1 ~ | . gramme.
- _ | _ . | sect""_'s Many voted for Blair as an
R S~ U None of the Euro-sceptical And evenall those voteshad ~ ‘electable’ leader rather than
By our lobby """ V A gl N “bastards” (Lilley, Portilio and  different values. The 327 La-  for his policies. With very little
correspondent Redwood) got ditched. Part Bf' bour MPs and MEPs; the to choose between the other

THE ONLY significant
casualty of the July 20
cabinet reshuffle was
Education Secretary John

- Patten, who took the rap for
the disaster of school
testing ~ and for his wild
public statements.

~ Faced down by the tenacity

of the NUT action, Patten was
clearly a lame-duck minister
lacking credibility with parents
and staff.

But the other super-unpopu-
lar member of a super-unpopu-
lar government, Health
Secretary Virginia Bottomley,
stayed in her hospital-closing
job.

No let-up

. That said it all: no bending

to public concerns on the
.health service, no let up in the

tough right-wing stance of the
government. .

This was underlined by the
appointment of Jonathan Ait-
ken as Chief Secretary to the
Treasury. Aitken is a Euro-scep-
tic right-winger whose job is to
continue the “good work” of Mi-
chael Portillo in siashing pub-
lic expenditure.

At the same time as the cabi-

- net reshuffie was being an-
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nounced, Chancellor Kenneth
Clarke let it be known that the
government was once again
considering extending VAT to
cover books, newspapers, chil-
dren’s clothing and other zero-
rated items. |

The idea is to reduce the
overall rate of VAT, but collect
the same amount of tax by cov-
ering more goods and services.

Tax cuts

The overall rate of indirect
taxation, which always hits the
poorest more, cannot be re-
duced if the government is to
carry out its plan to further re-
duce the standard rate of in-
come tax for the next election.

The main aim of the reshuf-
fle was to tilt to the right, by
making peace with the Euro-
sceptics.

that is to signal that Major’s
government wili be hard on

“public spending by appointing

Aitken to the Treasury.

But behind it is a real shiftin
- the atftitude to the European Un-
- ion. The process of European
economic and political union is

stalied.
Major can thus afford to

tics on their chosen issue,

- while cutting public spending
‘harshly - the other right-wing
- .cause celebre ~fits in with Ma-
- jor’s income tax cuts plans any-

Thorou

249,430 constituency party
members; and 3,981,672 af-
- filiated union and socialist so-
ciety members form the three
sections of the electoral col-

lege, each of which have equal
weight.

On the turnout in this elec-
tion, a trade union or affiliated
society member’s vote was

 make peace with the Euro-scep- ,1,°0.00042 and a constitu-

ency party member’s vote
worth 0.0019 of an MPs vote.
- In other words one MP’s

vote was the equivalent of

2,380 union members or 526
constituency members.
In terms of the actual votes

two Blair inherits a situation
with a sizeable minority voting
against him. |
In the trade unions where
there was any recommenda-
tion by the executive it affected
the voting.
Beckett’s vote was higher in
‘the TGWU, where she
achieved 33 per cent for leader
as opposed to between ten and
18 per cent in the other major
unions. E
The only major unions with
a majority against Blair were
the GPMU print union and the
rail union RMT - both with
majorities for Prescott.

ighly modern

Tony ignores poor,
courts millionaires

TONY BLAIR has wasted no
time in setting out his “mod-
ernising” stall. In his first two
days as party leader he
bluntly repudiated any form
of socialist values and put his
boot into the trade unions.

His inaugural speech was no-
table for his declaration that the
party must move away from
“Marxist socialism based on
social ownership” and fully
embrace the market.
~ The idea that the party lead-
ership has at any time this cen-
tury had anything to do with
“Marxist socialism based on
social ownership” is a bit
laughable.

But the use of the term “‘so-

- c1al ownership” as opposed to

““old fashioned nationalisation”’
1s significant: Blair wants to
repudiate anything but the mar-

Ket. '
Blair has also made it clear
that he wants to continue the

process of weakening the

party’s links with the unions.

- Declaring that the unions
“‘would not be shut out in the
cold” under a Labour govern-
ment, he also made it clear that
they would have no “privileged -
access’’ to government as com-
pared with employers’ organi-

sations.

No special role

Clearly pointing to further
plan to erode the trade union
link, Blair said: ‘“Trade unions
will have no special or privi-
leged role within the Labour
Party™. | ~

Blair’s pro-market view also
came out on taxation. He
claimed that ‘“‘only millionaires

will pay more tax under a La-
bour government” — a bizarre
claim for anyone who wants to
be able to rebuild the welfare
state. | .
Further: “I am not anti-
wealth. If someone goes
through hard graft and work
and makes themselves a mil-
lionaire, then good luck to
them”’.
All this makes it no wonder
that Blair is being enthusiasti-
cally welcomed by Liberal
Democrats.

According to Roger Liddle,
a member of the Lib Dems pol-
icy committee, ‘“There are in
reality no philosophical differ-
ences of substance between
Blair and the vast majority of
Liberal Democrats...The Lib-
eral Democrats and Labour are
now natural allies”.
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Labour in Bill
Clinton’s clothes?

TONY BLAIR winning the Labour
leadership ballot was a foregone con-
clusion. His victory gives a snapshot
of the situation 1n the labour move-

ment, reflecting the continuing _. : % .
weakness of working class organisa- . i:: . . .E e
tion at every level, and the continued . . . vy %i
dominance of the defeatist politics of .. <
‘new realism’, despite new chal- " _ . ;;%.h
lenges with which it is faced. [EEEERX. 4 . .. .

But what does Blair’s victory mean jf=-‘ - . 4 . '
for the future of the Labour Party? Will o E . g

Blair set it irretrievably on the track to
breaking the party’s links with the trade
unions, to becoming an openly capitalist
party like the US Democrats? Is Labour
now definitively on the path of coalition-
ism with the Liberals? __

- To answer these questions we need to
look at the overall trends in British poli-
tics and the historical roots of Labour’s
Crisis. |

- Tony Blair does not represent a con-
fident Labour right-wing which knows
exactly what it wants to do. On the
contrary, his apparently radical state-
ments - for example his strong implica-
tion that the welfare state breeds a
‘dependency culture’ - are more sound-
bites than a worked-out programme.

- The current Labour leadership repre-
sents the absence of a clearly-defined
programme, and is thus buffeted by the
nostrums of the post-Thatchernite right-
wing political consensus.

Labour has lost its political bearings

because their objective underpinnings

have been kicked away by capitalist eco-
nomic crisis. Post-war Labourism was

above all defined by its adherence to the

twin pillars of Keynesian orthodoxy - the
mixed economy and the welfare state.

Welfare state

With privatisation the mixed economy
is torpedoed; and all over Europe the
welfare state is being under sharp attack
and decaying. This 1s the basis of all
“realist” political positions on both the
left and right of the political spectrum.

It is the reason for the crisis of social -

democracy continent-wide and the vast
- attrition of its working class support.

Tony Blair of course represents the
most complete adaption to this reality: it
is the meaning of ‘“modernisation’’ of the
Labour Party.

The trend of development is thus very Constraints the Americans have pulled the rug away | _
clear. Historically, Labour, like all . L from the “special relationship” with 108 Of the left can stop.1t. -} UuL
BEuropean social democratic parties, will ~_1nese constraints put big limits On  Britain. Clinton was completely up-front There are elements of this already in
collapse into becoming a bourgeois lip-  What the Labour right can do. In the  apout that during his visit to Germany. ~ the actions of the current government - N,
eral party if working class defeats con- 12008 and "60s, the Labour right under This will give a further twist to the the limitations on the right to strike, and — -
tinue unabated. | Gaitskell, although out of power for oy crisis over Burope. “Atlanticism™  the Criminal Justice Act, putting in place

In the long run, only a new economic much of that time, was utterly confident. ;5 nq longer a realistic alternative to elements of the strong state, are exam- N
boom, or an upsurge of working class It 1magined that continuous economic Europeanism. On the other hand, partly ples. The re-emergence of th(; far-rlgl}t, —— |
struggles, will stop that development. growth .would qrea}e_ the basis for an  yecanse of Britain, the pace of European however llr.n}ted, 1S another sign of this.

" But history lasts a long time. There endless increase in living standards, free  .nitalist integration has slowed dra-  1he politics of Tony Blair are no @

are huge and probably insuperable obsta- ~ cducation at every level, the welfare — maeic4y. impediment to this trend. It is a further
cles to Labour collapsing into being a US state and. equahty in affluence’’ through Labour, for want of any other ideas to demor'ahsatmn and demobilisation qf the s
Democrat-style party, in both the short progressive taxation. | boost the economy, hangs on to the 'orgamsed .labour movement, a.ll.owmg a AL
and medium term. That dream is shot to pieces ,and the  «pyropeanist”” option for grim death, further shuft to the right in British poli-

There are two reasons for this. La- 1-2bour right has nothing to put m 1S gegpite the fact that Buropeanism is not ~ 1¢S, Which s the immediate danger from
bour’s links with the unions, although Place. Blair is a total Lightweight com-  ¢4ino o save British capitalism. Blair’s leadership of the Labour Party - ) =
attermated by the modification of the Pared with Gaitskell. British politics is going through an  not the improbable notion that Blair can
block vote, are largely intact. In 1993 | But in both the Labour and Tory par-  ynstable transition period, waiting for ~ transtorm Labour into a British version
John Smith failed in his project a radical ~ 1€8 there is a political vacuum, an ab-  he emergence of a serious programme  ©f the US Democrats. i

an Blair dress

Blair: not such a landslide

rupture of the Labour-union link.

. The sacond reason is that ‘““new real-
ism’’ in the unions is in crisis and unrav-
elling. The leaderships of the two biggest
general unions - the TGWU and the
GMB - have more or less broken with
the extreme collaboration of US-style
‘business unionism’.

Faced with the rapid decline of their
membership, the social role of the trade

union bureaucracy is threatened. They

want policies which will restore that
role. Thus they have sharply reasserted
the questions of full employment and
defence of the welfare state.

They have in effect defended the ter-
rain of the post-war settlement, the tra-
ditional Labourism of full employment,

the mixed economy and the welfare

state. It matters little that the objective
basis for that settlement has disappeared.
The attachment to these 1deas in both the
organised labour movement - and let it
be said vast sections of the population -

1s undiminished. |

~ It is on this terrain - defence of full
employment and the welfare state - that
the defence of class independence, La-
bour’s role as a party organisationally
independent of the ruling class, must
unfold.

Is “Clintonism" Labour’s future?

sence of serious programmes for restor-
‘1ng the fortunes of British capitalism.
For the Tories, Thatcherism simply

- has not worked; bigger and bigger at-

tacks on the working class and the poor
have not resulted in any fundamental
turn-round in the economy. For Labour,
the mixed economy and the welfare state
are not realistic options, given the struc-
tural crisis of British capitalism.

There is a further complication which
will have a big impact on the Tory Party:

on the scale of Thatcherism or Bennism
in the 1970s and ’80s. Neither Major not
Blair will provide 1it.

None of this means that Labour can’t
win an election under Blair. There are
strong voices 1n the ruling class calling
for the Tories to take a spell in opposi-
tion, to regroup and re-define their pro-
gramme. |

But a Blair government would be con-
fused and probably short-lived, unable
to begin to solve any fundamental prob-
lems. And the Tories in opposition
would be a nasty spectacle; all the con-
straints in the extremism of the Tories’
right wing would be removed once they
were 1n opposition.

Blair could win an election because he
leads the main party which is not the
Conservative party: and that is one rea-
son why talk of a coalition with the
Liberals before the next election is over-
drawn. |

Rightward lurch

The danger for the WOrking class
movement in the overall development of
British politics is clear: it is the danger

that post-Thatcherite British politics will

take a further, and very dangerous, lurch
to the right. And only a deepening of
working class struggle and a strengthen-
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Nothing moves at strike-bound Paddington

SAFETY is at the hottom of
management’s list of priori-

ties on strike days.

@ Across the country man-
agers and supervisors who ha-
ven’t worked in a hox for
years are being forced to oper-
ate them with minimal train-
ing.

@ Non-RMT signal workers
from Crewe are being sent all

over country to boxes they
barely have any under-
standing of.

@ Similarly in Edinburgh
signai boxes are staffed by
signal workers from Sterling
and Perth.

@® in Edinburgh there was 3
short stoppage of work by driv-
ers frustrated and angry with
$0 many mistakes being
made. Inexperienced supervi-
sors put two traias travelling
in opposite directions on the

L 3

same track. A serious acci~

dent was averted by the quick
response of drivers and the
fact the trains were going
slower than usual because of
earlier signalling probiems.

@ In Victoria the manager
running the signal box didn’t
know how to operate a vital
piece of safety equipment and
had to spend 3/4 hour phoning
round other managers to find
out how to turn it on.

@® At Sandhilis near Liver-
pooi passengers were trapped
between level crossing barri-

By Helen Shaw

SOUTH LONDON Iahour
movement activists have
set up a support group led
by local RMT members for
the signal workers.

Since its first meeting on
11 July the group has already

joined picket lines at signal
boxes; leafieted major sta-

Danger! Scab
signal box ahead

ers.

@ in Birmingham - a rail in-
spector sent home on
Wednesday after he said he
was not able to operate a sig-
nal box safely after being sub-
ject to intense intimidation
was stii suspended on Satur-
day. He faces disciplinary ac-
tion for refusing to foliow a
direct instruction to operate
the box. Spontaneous half

hour strikes took place at six
other Midiands signal hoxes

in his support.

Three Bridges

® The Three Bridges hox
opened on the week of the
first two day action statfed by
tour managers, two of whom
had never operated a box, the
other two last doing so four
years ago and their only re-
cent knowledge based on
looking at it during the strike
day in the previous week
when it was closed.

@ ASLEF has reported near
accidents at Woking,
Southend, Portsmouth, Glas-

gow, Crewe, Shoeburyness,
Wolverhampton, Leeds, West-
bury, Paisley, York, Preston,
Edinburgh, Liandudno amnd
Lianwrst.

The lives of RMT and
ASLEF members are at risk as
are those of the public who
are crazy enough to travel on
strike days.

tions with a message from the
RMT to the travelling public
outlining the issues behind
the dispute; organised a
speaking tour across local la-
bour movement bodies;
raised funds for the strike
fund from the labour move-
ment and from local events
like the Lambeth Country
Show and Southwark show
and leafleted potential pas-

sengers on strike days with in-

By a railworker

" THE SIGNAL workers dis-

pute remains solid amongst
RMT members. But over the
last three weeks Railtrack
management have pressur-
ised a number of supervisors
and managers to work an

extremely reduced service.

According to the RMT no
more than 10 per cent of the
usual passengers are travelling
on strike days. In a handful of
areas a near normal service is
running but carrying few pas-
sengers.

But in most places it’s a
Mickey Mouse service at times
and to places that no-one wants.
The strike is costing the railway
companies 90 per cent of their

usual revenue. It is estimated
that the dispute has so far cost

'£45 million despite the fact that
the settlement would cost a
mere £5 million.

The union’s tactics nation-
ally have not been to encourage
orgarasation on behalf of the
signal workers.

Whilst the executive took the
decision to organise the march,
produce public leaflets, setup a
strike fund, the bureaucracy
has dragged its feet over imple-
menting the decisions.

Its only now that things are
being done and in most cases its
been left to local branches. In-
stead the bureaucracy wants to

keep hold of the reins.

Every signal worker has had
a letter from Jimmy Knapp
probably every week since the
dispute started. Whilst there’s a
culture of passing messages be-
tween signal boxes they are iso-
lated within the union because
of the way their job is organ-
ised.

It has been very difficult for
non-signal worker activists in
the union to meet with them
unless they have wanted to
themselves and come along to
RMT special meetings.

Many of them have yet to
come to terms with the fact that
this dispute has been made a
major political confrontation by
the government in its attempt to
enforce the public sector pay
freeze.

formation about the lack of
safety.

Local trade union branches
and other labour movement
bodies have been positive in
making donations and in send-
ing messages of solidarity.

The response from the pub-
lic has always been over-
whelmingly in support of the
Strike. Trade unionists using
the rail service have taken in-

- formation away to raise

Jimmy Knapp

They are still having to
‘learn’ how to go on strike. In
the past a days strike action was
a ‘holiday’. But now they are
having to realise that this is a

real fight and they have to or-
ganise to win.

One of the major issues con-
cerning the RMT is the lack of
safety. Under the new system
Railtrack is responsible for ap-
proving the safety of its own
staff with the Health and Safety
Executive (HSE) having an
overview. The HSE asks Rail-
track whether staff are compe-
tent and Railtrack decides
whether thev are or 1ot!

Pressure

The RMT knows that the
workers responsible for judg-
Ing competency are being put
under extreme pressure to ap-
prove people.

An RMT official said “we
know of examples where some
managers have refused to pass
people as competent and

they’ve been passed by others
instead.

There have been loads of ex-
amples of bad practice where its
clear that the person in the box
doesn’t understand what they
are doing”’.

One train driver said, “Eve-
ryone feels very unhappy about
working but have been forced
to do so0. On the first day of the
strike I refused to work and was
threatened with dismissal.

Whilst the union got that
threat lifted it was only because
they, the union instructed me to
work. Although I had the sup-
port of other drivers, they
weren’t prepared to take similar
action because their union had
instructed them to work and
report problems to health and
safety executive afterwards”’.

Safety

Instead of relying on the
HSE Railway inspectorate the
RMT should rely on their own
strength and support their driv-
ers and guards in depots where
the workforce wants to take ac-
tion in defence of safety.

The importance of solidarity
from the labour movement can-
not be over estimated. The sig-
nal workers need messages of
support and donations to the
strike fund.

The union nationally has
written to the Labour Party
which still refuses to come out
openly 1n support of the signal
workers. This despite 40 per
cent of poll commissioned by
the party blaming the govern-
ment for the dispute, 18 per
cent blaming Railtrack and only
18 per cent the strikers.

SMTUC Meeting

Solidarity
SIGNAL WORKERS

with the

solidarity action

AUGUST 3 7.30pm
‘Red Rose Club, 129, Seven Sisters Rd N7
Speakers: Jeremy Corbyn MP + RMT

r-

money and support in their
own unions.

With the likelihood of the
government and the media
stepping up the arguments
against the strike, solidarity
work becomes even more im-
portant, both within the Ia-
bour movement and in
countering the arguments of
the ruling ciass amongst the
public.

The travelling public are
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“not separate from the struggle

— many of them are public
sector workers and union
members facing similar pay
disputes and draconian
managment tactics in their
workplaces.

Above ali the support group
can play a role in assisting
RMT activists to convince the
striking signal workers of the
support they have and to
break their isolation.
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- < handed when a leaked docu- :
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: new ‘head andneckcancer .. .. . & . & . . = .
revenue gets seriously unit’ in direct rivairy with the
nasty. Marsden’s, just three miles
in EAST ANGLIA, leaked away. 0 b a4 s B e,
documents have exposedthe b o e
E hitter struggie behind the Weakening
sgenes as ihe james Paget OO . b e
| Hospital Trust in Great Yar- The appointment of recon- S T L
- mouth goes on the warpath structive saﬁxrgeenqu Nicholas X
| against competitors in Nor- Breach would, sald the Urait
| wich and foewich. icnarmg Gross business plan,
“ohviotsly enable Charing | é"—‘—"“’}
Funding cut Gross 1o improve specialist ; ‘; :
- gover, but woulgd have the ag- | :
| With the market regrms ditional penetit of weakening |
i spt to reduce s 05 aad- ane of gur strongest compeﬁ- é ;
able for heaithoare in East An- igr5.” | ; "
glia, one Trust can onty grow While these and other % |
at ihe expense of others. Trusts batile to break into g
James Paget managers have aach other’s share of the mar- | i
their eves on increasing reve- ket the struggle for survival ¢
nue by extending ther calch- is leading some to put up new | FOREI O : ]
ment population. ' barriers to keep out expensive T % R § ;
“The Jam gs PBg&i HOSB]!@I an d unwan te d pa ti en lS. | g . Kwd s v e .-..4_,__5.;_.5_,;;_._,:.:._. e L L e e g
has to grow —10 achieve an Scandals have centred on ,_ . ' 5
optimal size supportinga Trusts in Brighton and London | ' |
jarger population, and provid-  caught restricting services to O . u | O n r| g ge r S |
ing a broader range of clinical  patients deemed ‘too oid’, :
services. If our hospital does while Sheffieid’s Jessop Hos-

not grow it will die. This is
the essential message.”

Homing in

Celebrating the abandon-
ment of plans for a new gen-
eral hospital in Norwich, and
eagerly listing the ‘publicly
known’ failings of its Norwich
foe, the James Paget manage-
ment home in for the kill, hop-
ing to snatch extra contracts
and revenue.

it sees in ‘the current diffi-
culties of the Norwich Acute

pital for women cites cash as
the reascn for banning treat-
ment to save very premature
babies.

Across the country, the pat-
tern is the same: Trusts in tur-
moil are resorting to mergers,
rationalisation, expansion of
private medicine, closure of
A&E and less lucrative NHS
services, cuts in community
and other services and at-
tacks on staffing levels as
they battle with the balance
sheets.

asthma epidemic

By Barry Gale

BRITAIN is experiencing
the world’s worst-ever
asthma epidemic as high
summer temperatures
smother big cities, espe-
cially London, 1n petro-

cope with an aircrash”.

The epidemic is similar, but
on a much larger scale, to those
which occurred once in Bir-
mingham and twice in Mel-
bourne during the 1980s.

As afternoon temperatures
soared to over 30 degrees, high
levels of ultra-violet radiation
interacted with fumes from car

only preventable disease ad-
vancing throughout the ad-
vanced countries.

Its development is associated
not with pollution in generai,
but with the benzene and nitro-
gen dioxide emissions from
cars in particular. Ninety-four
per cent of benzene comes from
car emissions, as does 73 per

, chemical smog and ozone. exhausts to produce a Los An-  cent of nitrogen dioxide.
H:i;nml:jael \l’:l:l (:l:\s“ng::)g?ll:ls- Bottom line The epidemic began after geles-style smog, including Road building
nity for the James Paget Hos- But the bottom line re- violent thunderstorms in south-  poisonous ozone and benzene

pital”.

Simitar ruthless logic is
driving the competition in Lon-
don between Charing Cross
Hospital and the Royal Mars-
den Hospital, each of which is
battling for a share of the can-
cer market.

mains the same: the market
system operates at the ex-
pense of planning and proper
patient care.

Until this crazy system is
scrapped, patients and heaith
workers will pay the price ot
its failure.

ern and central England on June
24: at its height hospitals were
inundated with people suffering
breathing problems and ran out
of the asthma-relieving drugs.
One doctor described the ef-
fect of the epidemic on medical
services as ‘‘the equivalent of
every major hospital having to

concentrations. The number of
deaths directly attributable to
the epidemic is not known, but
is believed to be at least 200.
The asthma epidemic is just
one incident in the sustained
growth of respiratory diseases
in Britain. One in seven British
children now has asthma - the
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BRITAIN is the breast cancer
capital of the world —yet our
cancer services lag behind
the rest of Europe.

The NHS has fewer cancer
specialists per head than Poland.

it is estimated as few as 50%
of cancer patients sees a special-
ist and that as a result 5,000 a
year die unnecessarily.

Over 300 British women die
each week of breast cancer,
which is the biggest killer of
women aged 35-53.

Yet patchy provision and

stretched resources can mean
that women fearing they have
breast cancer can have to wait
three months for a referral t0 a
specialist.

Overall 250,000 new cancers
are diagnosed every year.

Different levels of expertise
prevail in different hospitals. in
Scotland, one teaching hospital
achieved almost 50% higher
survival rates for women with
ovarian cancer than district gen-
eral hospitals.

Now new government pro-

Scandal of Britain’s cancer toll

posals aim to ‘streamline’ cancer
services by concentrating them
in fewer, larger units. NAHAT has
suggested as few as 28 key cen-
tres should carry out complex
in-patient surgery in England,
with 90% of patients being seen
at more local hospitals as day-
patients.

The danger is that this could
force poorly patients receiving
debilitating chemotherapy or ra-
diotherapy treatment to make
more uncomfortable journeys to
..1d from hospital.

And with the cash-driven in-
ternal market system working
to the disadvantage of centres of
excellence which carry higher
overhead costs, there are sefi-
ous doubts on the viability of the
new policy.

M This and the article by
John Lister above are repro-
duced from the new issue of
Health Emergency newspaper,
copies available (25p stamp)
from LHE, 446, Uxbridge Rd,
London W12 ONS.

The government’s crazy
roadbuilding and ‘‘great car
economy’’ policy, allied with
that of privatising and running

down public transport, is di-

rectly contributing to the rise in
respiratory diseases.

During the asthma epidemic
the government Department of
the Environment declared that
air quality was ‘“‘good’” and the
ozone levels as ‘‘low”. Roger
Higman, air pollution cam-

paigner at Friends of the Earth,

commented:

“Whoever heard of a level
five times higher than the rec-
ommended average being de-
scribed as ‘low’? If its own
advisers and international ex-
perts say pollution over certain
levels causes health risks, they
should warn people and not dis-
guise the facts.”

No government warnings
about the danger of melanoma
and other skin cancers have
been issued during the warm
weather.
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‘Now Labour’'s
Eurocrats

‘demand even
more perks!

IT IS ATRUTH universally  some of their allowances to

acknowledged that mem-  their constituency parties.
bers of the European Par- g:g?{:i:gi::f:::g::mk they
::l::'l“e:sttar;on lor:?ng' the For Labour MEPs have
gravy elected as their repre-
around. : sentative on the committee
When Edwina Curry was that runs the European parlia-

defeated in June’s Euro-elec-  ant Richard Balfe, whose
tions you could see the tears personal manifesto demands
In her eyes, it wasn’t the pres- 3y ay1round increase in al-
tige of person or party which  12000¢ for MEPS - more

worried her, but those lost money for fax machines and
hundreds of thousands in sal- office equipment, more

ary, expenses, fake trave al- money for “travel”, more
lowances and money for “secrefaries”.
super-fuxurious entertain- According to Richard
ment costs. Balfe: “I do not believe that

Losing all that and having e gpoyig apologise for or in-

penury of Westminster (a | of our resources as Members
measly 32 grand in salary!) of the European parliament”.
would make anyone ery. Can’t really argue with that,

Some Labour MEPs give can you?
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Demonstrate outside the gates

Saturday JULY 30
12 noon

%) | | CAMPSFIELD immigration prison,
Langford Lane, KIDLINGTON,

near Oxford

Campsfield is Britain's first purpose-built immi-
gration prison. As the number of detentions of
asylum-seekers and immigrants grows, the gov-
emment is establishing hundreds of new places
for detainees. Join the fight against the racist im-
migration laws by joining the demonstration - or

N
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{ j take your tent and sleeping bag and join the re-
—

establishment of the human rights camp outside
the gates on the evening of Friday July 29.

For further details phone
0865 724452/726804.

pbehind imperialism’s ‘
new trea |

By Liam Mac Uaid

“THE REAL division that
exists in Ireland is the divi-
ston in people’s hearts and
minds’’. Thus, with a sound-
bite, SDLP leader John
Hume can magic away the
border, the British army,
imperialism, sectarianism
and the Orange state.

Hume was speaking at a
well-attended conference on
the theme ‘“Towards Peace in

Ireland” organised by the for-
mer leadership of the Labour

Committee on Ireland.
It attracted an impressive

platform of speakers ranging
from Hume to Sinn Fein’s
Mitchell McLaughlin, Kevin
McNamara and Ken Living-
stone.

The differences between the
Labour front bench view (as
represented by McNamara),
Sinn Fein and John Hume are
negligible.

identical

Hostility to the armed strug-
gle is a divisive issue, but their
political methods and analysis
are virtually identical.

Broadly speaking the politi-
cal consensus on the future
goes as follows: first, with the
ending of the republican armed
struggle there will be no need
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Livingstone says yes

for the British army to patrol
the streets.

Should the loyalist terrorists
continue their murder cam-
paign, this will bring them into
conflict with the British state,
putting them into an untenable
position - thus their campaign
will quickly end. |

A local devolved assembly
will be established, with an ele-
ments of power sharing, and
anti-discrimination provisions
will be made law.

Then, in Hume’s words,
“the more we work and talk
together, barriers start to break
down and people concentrate
on areas of agreement”’.

And - naturally - this new era
of co-operation heralds the in-
flow of inward investment from
Europe and the United States.
Just like on the West Bank.

Even people who one would

have expected better of were
taken in by this drivel. Martin
Collins, former editor of La-
bour and Ireland, asserted that
no return to “Stormont” - a
sectarian Orange state - was
possible.

In reality, unionism is only
able to maintain its mass base
by using sectarianism to blind
the Protestant working class to
its real interests in uniting with
the oppressed on the rest of th
island. |

No amount of legislation
will change the bigotry of loy- ..
alism; and no bill of rights will
alter the anti-democratic char-
acter of partition.

Demoralisation

To believe that the demobi-
lisation of the anti-imperialist
movement (something much
wider than the armed struggle)
is the prelude to a new era of -
justice and harmony in Ireland
1s the worst political short-
sightedness imaginable.

However, the remnants of
the Labour left, the withdrawal
movement and Sinn Fein are
falling in behind the new treaty
imperialism is preparing.

Those of us who are still
prepared to argue that no nation
has the right to rule another,
that the Irish people must deter-
mine their own future, and that
the British must quit Ireland,
have a long battle ahead.

ALMOST A THIRD of chil-
dren in Britain are living
beiow the poverty line ac-
cording to official govern-
ment figures published on
July 14. The single most
iImportant cause of child
poverty is unemployment
which is pushing more
and more families into
penury.

In 1979 “only” 1.4 million
children (10 per cent of the
total) were living below the
poverty line - in families on
less than half the average
wage.

Now the figure is 4.1 mil-
lion, or 32 per cent of the
child population. The figures

also show the amazing fig-  Unemployment causes child poverty

ure that 13.9 million people -
hearly a quarter of the popu-
lation - live in poverty.

Once again the figures re-

- veal that the poorest section of

society are families headed by
a single parent, usually a single

mother. An astonishing 74 per
cent of single-parent families

Tories make
Kids suffer

are beiow the poverty line,
compared with 28 per
centin 1979. Yet instead
of taking drastic action to
aid single mothers, Ma-
jor's government is har-
assing them through the
Child Support Agency.
The true scope of the
onset of poverty is shown
by figures that reveal that
the poorest tenth of the
population have suffered a
staggering 717.1 per cent
fall in their real living
standards since 1979.
The top ten per cent by
contrast have seen their
incomes, in real terms,
rise by 62 per cent. The
social security minister,
Peter Lilley, said that “in-
creased prosperity was
shared by all family types
and income groups”. No won-
der John Major called him a
bastard! "







