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Blalr
keeps
the white
flag flying

ONE THING remains
constant after a week in
which Irish politics have
heen transformed by the
IRA cease-fire: the
toadying of the Labour
leadership to British
imperialism continues
‘unbated after two
decades of hipartisan

support for repression.

The Party that sent the
troops into Ireland in 1969
now not only refuses to call
for their withdrawal, but is
now too scared even to sup- |
port the lifting of the exciu-
sion order against Gerry
Adams.

No sooner had Tony
Benn correctly invited
Adams to address a fringe
meeting at next month’s
narty conference in Black-
pool, than the entire Wal-
worth Road machinery was
cranked up to distance
Tony Blair from the initia-
tive and frantically deny
that the republican leader
would be allowed into the

conterence.

Refusal

While Blair is happy
enough to hob-nob with
bankers and husiness
chiefs, he is refusing point
hlank to meet with or talk
to Gerry Adams, despite a
growing acceptance by
even the right wing press
that the broadcasting han
on Sinn Fein should soon
be lifted.

To hear Adams in his
own words, it appears
Blair would preter to wait
until he can listen to him
on the radio.

Itis unlikely Gerry
Adams will miss much in
failing to meet Mr Blair. La-
‘bour has no independent
policy to offer. It seems
they are quite happy for all
talks and decisions on Ire-
land to be dealt with by the

“Tories on their behalf.

SOCIALIST o
OUTLOOK’s highly

DUINIE

successful summer

| school on racism and

fascism, held in
Aberystwyth on August
24-9 and attended hy
100 people, raised
~more than £400 for the
Bob Smith memorial
fund drive, pushing it
well over the £3000

matk.

This included £150
raised by Leeds support-
ers from a 46-length

~ ment

A total

By Liam Mac Uaid

NEITHER broken nor victo-
rious, the IRA has ended its
armed struggle. In the or-
ganisation’s statement an-
nouncing its decision to end
hostilities it says it 1s ‘‘deter-

mined that the injustices

which created the conflict

will be removed . |

Yet the fundamental injus-
tice which British imperialism
has inflicted on the country -
partition - is not even men-
tioned.

The Republican supporters,
celebrating what they have con-
vinced themselves is a victory,
are eventually bound to wonder
what precisely the triumph con-
sists of.

Clinton

The case argued by Gerry
Adams 1s that an alliance of the
SDLP, the Dublin government,
Sinn Fein and American opin-

ion (especially that friend of

self-determination Bill Chinton)
will, in some ili-defined way,
influence the British govern-

Then the British govern-
ment, reeling from a vicious
campaign for unity by the Irish
ruling class will begin to per-
suade the Loyalist population of

 the merits of a 32-county repub-

lic. ~ ~
The fact that no significant
section of the Irish ruling class
has taken a serious step towards
achieving self-determination
for 70 years is a detail not
thought worthy of considera-
tion. |
This 1s the sort of blindness
which afflicts those who see the
road to freedom through deals
with the representatives of im-
perialism and local capital.

sponsored swim staged
during the School {one
length for each year of
Bab’s life). |

Bob Smith was a pas-
sionate Socialist Qutiook
supporter and a cham-
pion of the struggles

There is no doubt the Repub-
licans want a permanent end to
the armed struggle. So the

question of what to do next

arises. They have made no se-
cret of their desire to have di-

-~ rect meetings with the British

and Irish governments and to be
integrated into what Major and

Reynolds refer to as “‘the demo-

cratic process’’.

By having their photographs
taken with prime ministers Sinn
Fein leaders can become, ap-
parently, serious politicians.

But the experience of the
party’s electoral campaigns in
the 26 counties shows that they
are not seen as having a rele-
vant political programme by
more than 1.5 per cent of the
population.

Election swings

Recent elections have seen
gains for Labour and the
Greens, as youth and workers

express their frustration with

the poverty and unemployment
administered by the same poli-
ticians whom Sinn Fein 1s so
keen to impress. | |

A similar development is
possible in the North. John

‘Hume is the reformist who will
- be seen to deliver jobs with EC

against racism and impe-
rialism in ireland. He
died at a tragically early
age earlier this year.

To commemaorate his
life and work Socialist
Outlook is raising a
£7000 fund. This will be

: y;:_
i e

Paisley

and American money.

If you want a reformist you

‘might as well vote for one with

good . connections, rather than
one with just good intentions.
And without the armed strug-
gle, Republicanism 1s simply
reformism.

Loyalist murder gangs have

used the IRA’s campaign a pre-

text to indiscriminately kill
Catholics since 1971. Logic
suggests that the ending of the

- IRA’s campaign ends the ra-

tionale for the Loyalist cam-
paign. But paranoia, bigotry

and pure hatred have always
- been more important to the

Loyalists than logic.

Hence the UFF have re-
sponded to the ceasefire by
threats of civil war and Ian
Paisley has gone on the radio
and TV to agree with them.

Since at least 1912 the domi-

nant theme in Loyalist rhetoric

has been the fear of betrayal by
London. ~

Rather than draw the

straightforward conclusions
that you can never trust an im-
perialist, Loyalism has re-
sponded with pogroms,
sectarian murders and childlike
demands for reassurance. Since
they don’t know anything else,
we can expect an outbreak of

- school boosts Bob Smith fund

used to produce a hook
of writings on the fight
against racism and fas-
cismin Bob’s memotry,
and for improvements to
the Socialist Outiook of-
fices and equipment.

A key event in the fund

hange

murders by the UFF and UVF
as they attempt to provoke a
Republican backlash.

While Paisley is predicting
war 1t is noticeable that James
Molyneaux of the Official Un-
ionists 1s taking a much calmer
line.

Deals

The Official Unionists even
concede the possibility of deal-
ing with Sinn Fein. They be-
lieve Hume, Reynolds and
Major when they say that the
Loyalists will not be coerced
into a united Ireland, and al-
lowed to retain their veto.

The divide opening up be-
tween the Paisleyite Neander-
thals and the Official Unionists
is crucial for the British who
will need to retain Loyalist sup-
port for the project of gradually
integrating Republicanism into
constitutional politics.

‘The TIRA’s armed struggle
was sometimes heroic and In-
spIring, on occasions sectarian,
sometimes reckless and foolish.
It was never by itself an ade-
quate means of defeating Brit-

- ish imperialism, and 1t never set

itself the task of overthrowing
Irish capitalism. Socialists have

10 reason to mourn its passing.

campaign will be a

'MEMORIAL DINNER on
~ October 22, where the
new hook willbe

launched.As well as a
three-course meal, the
evening will include en-
tertainments and
speeches from leading
[abour movement and
anti-racist activists.

Admission is by ticket
only, price £12 waged
and £7 unwaged from
Socialist Outlook, PO
Box 1109, London N4
2UU.
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‘Peace process’ leads Sinn Fein into cul de sac

- Wrong road 1
“united Irelan

THE CALCULATIONS by the Irish
Republican movement in declaring a
ceasefire are clear. They believe that
Britain has no ‘“‘selfish™ interest in
staying in northern Ireland, that a
“broad” nationalist front including

the SDLP and Fianna Fail has been |

established, and for these and demo-
graphic reasons Irish unity is inevi-
table.

In other words, the Brits want out and,
with a Catholic majority in the Six Coun-
ties in sight within a couple of decades,
~ the forces of Irish nationalism are irre-

versibly stronger than a declining Loy-
~alism - which is a spent historical force.
There is much in this analysis which

is questionable. First, Britain may have

no narrow economic interest for staying
in northern Ireland, but it has immense
political interests there, and it has huge
economic interests in Ireland as a whole,
and thus an interest in political “‘stabil-
ity”’ in the north.

There 1s no way in which Britain can

“allow itself to be seen to be defeated by
 the forces of Irish Republicanism — any
more than Mrs Thatcher could allow
Britain to be defeated by General Gal-
tieri over the Malvinas Islands.

The idea therefore that Britain could
rapidly allow a united Ireland is wishful
thinking. Of course, there i1s no reason
in theory why Britain could not accept a
united capitalist Ireland at some future
point — but there are immense political
obstacles to that for the foreseeable fu-
ture. The main one is the social and
political force represented by Loyalism,
and its reserves of support inside the
British ruling class and the Tory party.

Ascendancy

The basis of Loyalism has always
consisted in two things — the union with
Britain and the Protestant ascendancy.
Much has been made recently of the fact
‘that in many ways Protestant and Catho-
lic workers share the same conditions.
But a recent survey, published only two
weeks ago, showed that discrimination
against Catholics is still widespread.

Although in an economic recession its
form may be modified, the Protestant
ascendancy is intact, and this demon-
strates the continued oppression of
Catholic workers on a national basis.

Loyalism retains the political support
of the overwhelming majority of Protes-
tants, including Protestant workers. The
idea that they can be “‘persuaded’ into a
united Ireland by the British govern-
ment, as Sinn Fein appears to think, is
ridiculous.

For the Tory government there is no
need to do any persuading of the Loyal-
ists. All the Downing Street declaration
does 1s promise to accept a united Ireland
— 1f the people of the north and the Irish
republic both separately want it. This is,
in fact, no change in the British position
— Ted Heath was saying the same thing
when he was Prime Minister twenty

years ago.
But this brings us to the crux of the
matter, the central contradiction of the

“peace process’’. The Republican move-

ment has always demanded self-determi-
nation for the Irish people as a whole. It
is this position which has been modified
by the apparent acceptance of the ‘“‘con-
stitutional’’ road to Irish unity.

While Sinn Fein demands that Britain
plays the role of ‘‘persuader” of the
Loyalists, in fact it has accepted, for an
indefinite period, the Loyalist veto on
unification.

1P
All the Downing Street declaration does is promise to accept-

Most Protestant workers don’t want
to go into a united capitalist Ireland, and
that view is not entirely irrational. What
benefits can the Protestant workers be
expected to see in going into a reaction-
ary clerical state? In fact there are none.

That’s why for socialists the. Irish
national question has always been linked
to the social question — the view that the
road to Irish national unity and the road
to socialism are inseparable. Socialists
argue for a 32-county workers republic
— the slogan of the socialist leader of
the 1916 rebellion, James Connolly.

a united Ireland - if the people of the north and the Irish
republic both separately want it. This is, in fact, no change
in the British position — Ted Heath was saying the same
thing when he was Prime Minister twenty years ago.

Far from being a factor to persuade the
Loyalists to accept unification, their con-

stitutional veto gives them the indefinite
- mechanism to hang onto the ascendancy

and the union with Britain.

This immediately poses the question
of how exactly socialists see the alle-
giance of the Protestants to the Orange
state being broken, and that in turn raises
the whole issue of the strategy for Irish
national liberation.

‘Breaking sections of the Protestant
workers from Loyalism cannot be done
on a purely nationalist basis, and cer-
tainly not on the basis of building an
alliance with the architects of the 26-
county clerical state against them. It can

only be done on the basis of linking the

question of class struggle and class de-
mands with national demands against

discrimination and against the artificial -

border.

Insofar as the leaders of today’s

~Sinn- Fein accept the slogan of a
32-county workers republic, they
see it within a “‘stages’” perspective
—first national unity, then the fight
for soctalism. This was made ex-
plicit by Gerry Adams when he
declared that when the national
questionhad been solved, Sinn Fein
members would dissolve into other
political parties, depending on their
overall political viewpoint.

The fight for a 32-county work-

ers republic is not just a matter of
addressing the Protestant workers.
It is also a question for the vanguard
of the national struggle in the Six
Counties itself. :

.....

'From the civil rights struggle of
the 1960s onwards, the politically
most advanced fighters from the
Catholic ghettos have always un-
derstood that the aim of their strug-
gle was a workers’ republic, not
simple integration into the Dublin
regime.

A socialist assessment of the IRA
ceasefire must therefore adopt a
critical stance to the whole Repub-
lican strategy of capitalist unity,
and a broad ‘“‘nationalist’’ front with
the reactionary forces of Fianna
Fail and the SDLP, that it assumes.
In return for integrating themselves
into the pro-capitalist pan-national-
ist front, the Republicans have
given up the armed struggle and
handed a considerable victory to
imperialism. |

Socialists of course should not defend
the “old” strategy of ‘“‘the Armalite and
the ballot box”. That strategy in fact
meant relegating the masses to a role of
passive voting for Sinn Fein, and being
passive applauders of the military ex-
ploits of the IRA.

Self-defence

But despite the limitations of that
strategy, armed self-defence remains
crucial when the Catholic ghettos are
faced with Loyalist death squads and

British state forces.

Republican strategy had reached an

impasse, and was long overdue for a.
- major rethink. That rethink has gone in

the wrong direction — towards pro-capi-
talist, pan-nationalist unity, and not to-
wards redefining the national struggle in
terms of an overall socialist strategy,
which would have as its objective the
long-term building of maximum unity

with Protestant workers and with work-

ers in the south. |

The net result will not be any rapid
resolution of the national question, but
solely the demobilising of the national
struggle.

The linchpin of imperialist strategy
remains the Loyalist veto. British social-
ists should demand that the veto goes,
that British troops are withdrawn and
that nationalist prisoners of war are re-
leasedf the national struggle in the Six
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- TUC embarks
on Mission
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By Wally Simmons

AS THE TUC opens in

Blackpool, it has been an-
nounced that John Monks,
TUC general secretary, is to
speak at a fringe meeting at
this year’s Conservative
Party conference. That says
everything about the ‘“‘new
thinking” at the TUC.

This year’s Congress seems
destined to be becalmed. The
only potential threat to the tran-

quillity of the graveyard comes
from the NUM, which at the

time of writing has refused to

remit a resolution calling for
the abolition of all Tory trade
union laws.

The centrepiece of the Black-
pool gathering 1s the TUC’s:

“relaunch”, presented ina 164-
page document ‘“Campaigning
for Change”.

This expensive process, car-
ried out through a long series of
seminars and documents, ‘‘fa-
cilitated” by a firm of manage-
ment consultants, spent hours
and hours coming up with a
definition of the TUC’s “mis-
ston’’.

This 1s it: ““The new TUC’s
mission is to become ‘a high
profile organisation which
campaigns successfully for
trade union values and aims,
assists trade unions to increase
membership and effectiveness,
cuts out wasteful rivalry and
promotes trade union solidar-
ity’.”” So now you know.

How much in management

consultants’ fees it-cost to come
up with this piece of flummery
has not been revealed. It con-
tains important untruths. For
example, the TUC set itself, as
one of its key targets since it
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reinvented itself as the “new”’
TUC, to “hold a high level con-

ference on full employment”. It
had a special working group on

that, with a host of general
councll members in attendance.
This conference, held on

< Une 5, was that notorious oc-

casion when Tory employment
minister David Hunt and CBI
director general Howard
Davies were given a platform.

It was “high profile” only in

attracting the hostility of tens of
thousands of trade unionists.
Aninsight into TUC thinking
is given by the section on indus-
trial disputes in the “Cam-

paigning for Change”’
document.
Strike two

The TUC “‘supported” pre-
cisely two industrial disputes in
the last year - the NUJ/BECTU
dispute with the BBC and the
railworkers’ dispute.

That’s it. This section is two
paragraphs in 164 pages!

Further clues to the “new”

Tory and CBI platform
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TUC thinking are given in the
Congress document entitled
“human resource manage-
ment”’. Human resource man-
agement is the bosses’ term for
the new management tech-
niques. |

The TUC comes to the con-
clusion that they’re not all
good, and must be further stud-
ied! But remember: Britain has
to build a “‘world class work-
place’’: the theorists of the new
management techniques
couldn’t have put it better.

In fact the “new” TUC itself
is the product of the application
of the new management tech-
niques to its own structures -
mission statements, task
groups, compulisory redundan-
cies, the lot.

The bizarre thing about the
“new’’ TUC antics 1s that John
Monks’ attempt to theorise the
organisation as a low key re-
search and back-up centre for
the trade union bureaucracy,
rather than an organisation
which actually fights to organ-
ise and co-ordinate workers

peakers at TUC Full Emp
struggle, comes amidst grow-

ing evidence of the resilience
and popularity of the unions.
For example, the abolition of
the check-off system of dues
collectionhas not resulted in the
expected collapse of union

membership. Most unions are
reporting an 80-90 per cent

sign-up rate; USDAW has ac-

- tually increased its membership

by 20 per cent through having
to go out and talk to people,
rather than relying on the
check-off.

As the RMT is locked in a
crucial battle with Railtrack,
one which could have enor-
mous implications for the con-
tinned existence of unions on
the railway, you would have
thought that this was the mo-
ment for the TUC to take the

offensive.
But all such thoughts are a

' million miles away from the

becalmed, seminar-ridden
world of the “new” TUC. And
anyway, the management con-
sultants would have advised
against it.

By Tom Snell

STEWARDS and branch offi-

cers in Liverpool and Sefton

UNISON branches are to be
disciplined by the national
leadership for organising in-
dustrial action in defence of
their members. In both cases
action was unofficial and

therefore “illegal”. |
in Liverpool stewards at the
Fairfield Day Centre organised
industrial action against man-
agement racism over a year ago.
The local authority and the

Gommission for Racial Equaiity

e £ T T T e
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later acknowledged the problem,
and indeed the council did not
seek to have the action repudi-
ated by UNISON nationally, nor
did they seek a court injunction.

Yet four UNISON stewards
have now been charged by the

national leadership with “partici-

pating in and/or supporting un-
lawful industrial action”. One of
them faces 17 other charges, in-
cluding “making false allega-
tions of racism”™ and

“prostituting the issue of racism
for his own ends”.

The Liverpool branch secre-
tary, Judy Cotter, who opposed
the stewards and their action,
also faces disciplinary action.

Since the industrial action
took place, UNISON general sec-
retary Alan Jinkinson has re-
fused to allow Liverpool branch
to hold its AGM and elect stew-
ards and officers.

In June he proposed the AGM
should go ahead, but the na-
tional executive voted him down.

The hearing against the four
has now been postponed to Oc
tober. |

UNISON’s leadership Is also
taking disciplinary action against
Martin Murphy and Nigel Flana-
gan, chair and secretary of

» Sefton UNISON, for organising
unofficial industrial action

against a council attempt to pri-

vatise a large number of its serv-
ices.

. The action forced the council
to back down, but the council
Labour group, the biggest in a
hung council, decided to take the
union to court.

Murphy and Flanagan were
fined £1250 each and UNISON
nationally £5000 for not having

dissociated itself “forcibly

enough” from the action. These
relatively small fines were the
result of mass demonstrations

outside the court, which brought -

together 6000 workers from
many different unions.

Despite the effectiveness of
the Sefton strike action in

4 nalional conference offo-
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| UNISON’s leaders attack activists

thwarting privatisation and de-
fending members jobs, the UNI-
SON leadership are now putting
the boot in against their own ac-
tivists. |

UNISON activists should
support the “Fighthack”
conference called by
Sefton branch on
SATURDAY 17 September,
11am-4pm,

Groshy Civic Gentre,
Waterloo, Merseyside,

and lobby the UNISON NEC
on Saturday September 24,
which will receive a report
on Sefton.
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Passing

round
the cap

for Britain

By Terry Smith

NEWS that Oxfam intends to
embark on a programme of
noverty relief in Britain under-
lines the extent to which the
Tories have already devas-

tated the welfare state.

The charity, best-known for
its moving appeals to tackle star-
vation in the 'Third World’,
points to the vast and widening
gulf between the wealthiest ten
percent of the British population,
whose incomes have risen an
average of 62 percent since
1979, and the poorest ten per-
cent, who are a massive 17 per-
cent worse off.

Eleven million people now live
below a poverty line defined as
half the average income, com-
- pared with just three million in
1977.

Pensioners

The biggest single group in
poverty is old-age pensioners,
whose basic state pension has
been cut in half in comparison
with average earnings.

But the other key factor is the
massive level of unempioyment;
dole payments have also been
slashed back to less than half
their 1979 value, while ever
greater numbers of jobless
-~ workers find themselves denied
payments.

Scrapped

There is worse to come, fol-
lowing Kenneth Clarke’s deci-
sion in the last budget to scrap
unemployment benefit and in-
stead launch a new, restrictive
‘Jobseekers Allowance', which
will pay for only six months in-

stead of twelve.
Social security has also been
brutally squeezed, with the axing

of special needs payments and

their replacement with loans
from a cash-limited Social Fund,
and now the scrapping of inva-
lidity benefits, to be replaced by
even more limited new benefits.

Crackdown

The misery of the millions
forced to claim these benefits
will be intensified by the vicious

tactics of Social Security chiet

Peter Lilley and Employment

Secretary Michael Portilic, who

have mounted a combined of-
fensive against benefit fraud.
The latest figures already
show a sharp increase in prose-
cutions of claimants and cheap-
skate employers seeking to
exploit the social security sys-
tem, but behind the scenes there
has been a big increase in the
harassment ofinnocent claim-
ants. Meanwhile an estimated £2
billion a year remains unclaimed
by people entitled to benefits.
Vicious new restrictions on

council provision of accommo-

dation to the homeless are also
in the pipeline following a gov-
ernment announcement in July.

12 month limit

Only temporary accommoda-
tion will be available, for a maxi-
mum of 12 months, and the onus
will be placed on the applicant to
prove that he or she became
homeless unintentionally.

As the numbers caught up in
the Tory onslaught continues 1o
rise, the need for a broad-based,
high-profile campaign to defend

the welfare state grows in impor-

tance.

r——————--——“m———-uﬂ

Supported by Socialist
Campaign Group
Supporters Network
and Socialist
Movement Trade

Union Committee

Invited speakers include @ TONY
BENN, @ ALAN SIMPSON MP,
@ CAROLINE BEDALE (UNISON
Health Activist Network),
® JOE MARINO (General Secretary,
Bakers Umon)
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New Network
fights to defend
welfare state

By Harry Sloan

LAST December a high-
level alliance of trade union

‘and Labour leaders held a

conference chaired by Ken
Livingstone and supported
by the Morning Star: it pro-
claimed itself the ‘Defend
the Welfare State Cam-
paign’.

Prominent sponsors included
three of Britain’s biggest un-
ions, UNISON, GMB and
TGWU, and speeches from the
proceedings, notably from
Bryan Gould and GMB leader

- John Edmonds were given tele-

vision coverage.

The conference was por-
trayed in the media as a means
of firing a warning shot across
the bows of John Smith’s La-
bour leadership, pressing for a
more rigorous defence of the
welfare state at a timme when that
appeared to be under attack
within the Party.

Since then, the speeches

have been published in booklet
form, but no further initiatives

have been announced. Labour

Parties and union branches
wishing to get involved in an
ongoing campaign have been
offered no way in.

Despite its potential to reach
deep into the labour movement
the campaign went into hiber-
nation, and appears to have lost
all momentum.

But Tory attacks on the wel-

fare state have continued to es-

calate:

® A new crackdown on
‘fraud’ 1s bringing misery to
millions of social security, in-
validity benefit and housing
benefit claimants, as the Tories
prepare to slash unemployment
benefits to just six months.

® The new NHS internal
market 1s forcing a new round
of cuts and closures on heaith
authorities and Trusts, while
tens of thousands of elderly pa-
tients each year are now being
compelled to sell their homes to
pay means-tested charges for
privatised ‘community care’
_services.

@ Hundreds of thousands of
students face an 1mmediate
plunge into poverty with the
start of a new academic year, as
the Tory policy of. replacing
grants with loans forces up the

level of personal debt to record

levels, and triggers the first
spate of court cases to compel

graduates to repay past loans.

Rank and file

With these problems 1n view,
a new Initiative, the Welfare
State Network, has been
launched, aimed at linking rank
and file activists and local cam-
paigners fighting to defend wel-
fare services and benefits.

It is jointly launched by the
Socialist Campaign Group Sup-

porters Network and the Social-
ist Movement Trade Union
Committee, and 1s urging union

- branches, CLPs and local cam-

paigning bodies to affiliate and
play an active role.

An 1initial Planning Meeting
is being held on Sunday Sep-

tember 18 (12-4.00pm) at Lon-

don’s Conway Hall.

Speakers invited include
MPs Tony Benn and Alan
Simpson, UNISON health ac-
tivist Caroline Bedale, Bakers’
Union leader Joe Marino, a stu-

dent nurse from Guy’s Hospi-

tal, Alan Pottage of the RMT
Executive and John Lister from
London Health Emergency
campaign. |

As the organisers point out:

“There are hundreds of ac-
tive and hard-working cam-
paigns fighting to protect
particular services, to resist
new attacks on rights and bene-
fits, and defend local hospitals.
We need rank and file co-ordi-

nation to make sure we are not.

1solated — but also to give us the
strength to win.

“We will campaign to de-
fend and extend public provi-

sion so that health care;

housing; education; and a mini-
mum income are available to
all, by right. We will defend
and fight to improve universal
benefits like child benefit, the
basic state pension, unemploy-
ment benefit and others, against
erosion of their value and
against replacement by means-
tested hand-outs.”

The Network is pledged to
support and seek to work with
all other.campaigns already ac-

- tive 1n this field, including the

Defend the Welfare State Cam-
paign. Beyond that, the agenda
for action remains to be written
on September 18. Make sure
your -organisation or cam-
paign is represented!

FHAIOE

Education and student grants are among the services and benefits under attack as the Tories crack down on the welfare state
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FOLLOWING South Africa’s
historic first democratic
elections, and in the midst of
the euphoria and hopes it has
generated, few trade unionists
would have believed they
would again see police
opening fire on strikers with
rubber bullets and tear gas,
vicious dogs Ssavaging pickets,
and workers in their hundreds
being bundled into police
trucks.

~ But little over two months into
“the “new” South Africa, such

scenes have been repeated
throughout the countryas
police brutally weighed in on
the side of the owners of-4hie

Pick 'n Pay supermarket chain
against workers demanding a
living wage. |

NORM DIXON reports on the
news the western media has
chosen not to print.

JOHANNESBURG — The Pick 'n
Pay struggle was one of a series of
pay strikes which have opened up as
workers attempt to bust racist wage
differentials. |

Members of the South African Com-
mercial, Catering and Allied Workers
Union (SACCAWU) overwhelmingly
voted to strike in July in support of a
wage increase for all workers at Pick 'n
Pay’s 350 shops nationwide.

Management offered an increase of
R175 (£35) per month which would
result in a minimum monthly wage of a
paltry R1650 (£330).

The strike eventually ended in a com-
promise much closer to the company'’s
offer than the union’s demand. The role
of the police and courts in repressing the
strike was crucial in this outcome.

SACCAWU members at about 100
Pick ’n Pay supermarkets went on strike
on July 12. Hundreds of workers pick-
eted stores. Management admitted that
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half their stores were ‘‘adversely af-
fected’’ by the actions that day.

Later that night, management sought
and was granted a court order that pre-
vented SACCAWU members from
picketing within 500 metres from a Pick

’n Pay store.

On July 13, the rest of SACCAWU’s
15,000 members at Pick 'n Pay walked
out. Most SACCAWU picketers were
unaware of the court order as they
peacefully gathered outside supermar-
kets to prevent scabs taking their jobs
and dissuade shoppers from spending
their money in Pick ’n Pay outlets.

At stores around the country, police
moved rapidly to enforce the anti-pick-
eting order on behalf of Pick ’n Pay. At
the Norwood store, 1in Johannesburg,
the notorious Internal Security Unit riot
police used tear gas, rubber bullets and
stun grenades to disperse strikers.

Seven picketers were bitten by police

dogs. Similar actions occurred in the

PWV, the Eastern Cape and
KwaZulu/Natal. By the end of the day
over. 800 workers had been arrested.
Similar scenes were repeated on July
14. Hundreds of workers were again
arrested.

At least 60 were injured by rubber
bullets and dog bites. Police also pre-
vented workers from marching on Pick

'n Pay’s head ofﬁce near Johannes-

burg.

COSATU president Sam Shllowa .

joined the 3000 workers. He told the
strikers that their struggle was legiti-
mate and that it was their right to strike
for a living wage. He condemned the
conduct of the police. He called on the
ANC ministers of police in the regional

~ and national governments *

......

and explain what is their position with
regard to police entering into the indus-
trial arena.”?

Barely a day passed in the last few
weeks that the songs and the sound of
dancing feet of striking workers has not
resounded through the streets of the
Johannesburg and other major centres.

Researchers say that in July strikes

amounted to 233,000 work days, com-
pared to 63,000 in July last year. The
big guns of South Africa’s working
class movement, the metalworkers and
mineworkers, have already joined the
fray. |

Mllita_nt mood

The militant mood among workers
was clear on a bitterly cold Johannes-
burg morning on July 25 outside
COSATU’s Braamfontein offices.
Thousands gathered for a protest march
to the Johannesburg Stock Exchange
and the infamous John Vorster Square
police headquarters.

The march, organised by COSATU’s
PWY region, brought together all those
workers in the region engaged in strike
action. The crowd listened attentively
as representatives from each union or
workplace outlined their situation and
called for solidarity between those en-
gaged in action.

Workers murmured their under-
standing as each speaker explained the
details, shouted their outrage as the
excesses of management were revealed,
and laughed loudly as the bosses’ stu-
pidities were derided.

The biggest, and most vocal, contin-

e THANKS FOR BABYSITTING
LIZEKA!S LITTLE SISTER,

‘to come out

HERE 'S YUR
- GIN AND TONE.

, gent were the Pick 'n Pay workers.
. They were joined by hundreds of work-
. ers from Checkers/Shoprite, Gallo Re-
' cords and a number of other
. workplaces. The racism of management
- featured in many of the smaller dis-
. putes.

Workers remain incensed at the be-

haviour of the police in the first week

of the Pick 'n Pay strike.
A young Pick 'n Pay worker told the

- crowd that three workers remained in

hospital. ‘“They have been bitten by
dogs and one lady has been shot. They
said it was a rubber bullet but it was not
a rubber bullet. Some of our comrades
who were arrested are still in jail. Please
stay away from Pick 'n Pay. Don’t buy
at Pick ’'n Pay. Don’t buy at Check-
ers/Shoprite. We need your support.”
COSATU assistant general secretary
Zwelinzima Vavi addressed the work-
ers before moving off. He rejected
claims that workers should not fight for
the rights because it would undermine

‘‘investor confidence’’.
Vavi said workers were demanding a

living wage, democratisation of the
workplace, and an effective say over
how companies are run. ‘“We are not

going to accept an argument that says
that in order to have investor confi-

-dence, in order to create more jobs for

our people, workers should tighten their
belts, should accept poverty wages, ac-

- cept racism from the bosses.’’

The Pick ’n Pay dispute was among
thee most significant of a wave of work-
ers’ struggles taking place throughout
South Africa. Also highly significant
was a strike by the National Union of
Metalworkers INUMSA); industrial ac-
tion is also threatened by the National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM).

NUMSA’s 26,000 members 1n the
car industry took strike action in support
of a 15 per cent wage claim. NUMSA
is also demanding a 12 per cent increase
in the steel and engineering sector
which employs 280,000. Ten thousand
metalworkers marched through Johan-
nesburg on July 21.

The 385,000 NUM members are also N

considering strike actionto wina 12 per
cent rise. Negotiations collapsed on July
21. The Chamber of Mines has offered
8.5 per cent for gold miners, and 8.5-9
per cent for coal miners. Anglo Ameri-
can has offered 7 per cent. Talks with
De Beers also collapsed on July 21 when

YOU FORGOT THE
LEMEN PEEL .
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military capacity.

Here PAUL WALKER argues
that in the new batitles for
economic and political domi-
nance, Asia will be a crucial

theatre, and that the next
major war between capitalist

states could be there.

ust before the outbreak
of the First World War,
German social democrat
- leader Karl Kautsky argued that
the major imperialist powers
- would abandon war and collabo-

rate to run the world. He argued:

“From a purely economic point
 of view it is therefore not out of
- the question that capitalism will
enter a new phase: the translation
of cartelisation onto a global
plane, a phase of ultra-imperial-
sm. |
“This phase, we will of course,
have to combat just as energeti-
cally as imperialism; but its dan-
gers lie in quite a different
direction, not in an arms race and
a threat to peace.”

For the next thirty years global
wartare was to be the norm
rather than the exception as inter-
imperialist rivalry grew, colontal
repression intensified and na-
tional liberation struggles from
Mexico to Kenya to China spread
throughout the globe.

It 1s little wonder that Lenin
described the theory of ultra-im-
perialism as a “stupid little fable”.

What Kautsky and others did

‘not understand was that war is at

the heart of the world capitalist
system — jt is organic to 1t and
not an abberation.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

When the Soviet Unioncol- | 4
lapsed, the expected “New |
World Order’’ was to be that |

of a ““‘peaceful’’ world po-
liced by an all-dominant
United States. Now it is clear
that the world is more dan-
gerous and less peaceful
than when the Soviet Union
existed. Conflicts between
the major imperialist states [, a
are deepening, and Ger- N
many and Japan in particu-
lar are reinforcing their
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The constant -search for new
markets, the need to export capi-
tal to offset the declining rate of
profit, the need to protect sea-
ways and geographic spaces
which are crucial for free trade
and the movement of goods — all
of these bring different capitalist
states into competition with one
another.

It is this competition which

leads to warin the imperialist era.

Economic competition be-

tween imperialist states normally |

takes torm of negotiation, tor ex-

ample over trade as in the GATT |

Uruguay Round.
But in the long run if one nation
or trading bloc has been unable

-to win the argument through it

being the dominant power, na-
tion states carry on politics by
another means — war. This is the
history of the 20th century
which has witnessed two global

inter-imperialist contlicts.

The logic of the market econ-
omy 1s such that a new world
inter-imperialist war is on the
agenda in an historic sense. This
does not mean it is inevitable —
a turn 1in tide of class struggle in
the favour of the oppressed could
reverse such a development —

but that the tendency is in that

direction.
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As Trotsky noted: “Capitalism
produces... equilibrium, disrupts
it, restores it anew...In the sphere
of inter-state relations the disrup-

tion of equilibrium means

- 22

war... | |
The victory of the market over
the political suicide that was
Stalinism has opened up a new
era of inter-imperialist competi-
tion, disruption and war.

There will be a new bout of

imperialist competition to at-

tempt to create a new interna-
tional division of labour — one
that will reflect the real balance
ot economic power between dit-

ferent imperialist centres. The last

decade of the twentieth century will
probably be viewed in retrospect as
one which witnessed the opening

battles of World War Three.
Such a global contlict will be

pre-figured by struggles for both

regional power and inter-imperi-

alist interventions into spheres of

influence. In this context, the

Gulf War, the US invasion of So-
~malia, the break up of Yugoslavia
and the growing instability of the

Ukraine take on a new meaning.

In the era of imperialism, even

a quest for regional zones of in-
tluence presupposes a readiness
to fight on a world scale for a
resolution of these differences.

It 1s the Far East which will
probably witness the first strug-
gle for power at a regional level
which could be the precursor ot
a new world war. |

The end of the Cold War threw
the economic, political and mili-
tary albiances in the Far East into

. the ‘melting pot. The regional
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power balance established as a
product of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party’s seizure of power in
1949 has held in check any ten-
dency toward generalised war in
the region between the capitalist

powers for four decades. This

situation was a reflection of the

~world balance of power.

The presence of United States
military torces across the Far East
created a framework within
which national ruling classes

could deal with insurgent groups, |

and within which regional capi-
talist rivalries could be managed.
At the same time the United

‘States was prepared to send 1n as
many troops as it took to contain

the growing threat of communist
insurgency.

In this period the United States
never achieved global ascendancy
— 1t was merely the strongest
representative of the capitalist
market in retreat. The victory of
the NLF insurgents in Vietnam
signalled to the world ruling
classes that “containment” was
not working and what was re-
quired was a counter-offensive to
destroy the heartlands of the
post-capitalist planned econo-
mies. '

Now however the Cold War
security framework of the Far
East is in the process of falling
apart. The stakes over the next
decade are for the domination of
the Far East.

The focus of international at-
tention has recently been on
North Korea and its supposed
drive to develop a nuclear bomb.

As usaal, there was more heat
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than light produced by ‘the sup-
posed “crisis”. The core issue 'was
not whether North Korea had a

bomb (even different depart-

ments of the US government,
State and Defense, could not
agree on that) but the implica-
tions of such a development for
Japan, China and the United
States.

The key question was who was
able to provide leadership in the
region. |

The Cold War nuclear um-
brella (“we are protecting you
but you are under our domi-

nance”) provided by the United

- States to its Cold War allies, and

hence regional power status, are
under question. It was, therefore,
crucial for the United States to

prove that it was still the main

power-broker to prevent the
Japanese ruling class getting nu-
clear weapons. - |

Yet the outcome of the “crisis”
was that China, the Philippines
and Japan all utilised their grow-
ing intluence to ensure that the
US-proposed trade embargo
against North Korea did not go
ahead.

This was a further signal to the
Asia-Pacific nations that a wind
of change was sweeping through
the region. All of the major re-
gional powers recognise this; a
race tor local domination is un-
folding as a precursor of a strug-
gle tor global power.

‘The starting gun for this race
was sounded when the United
States withdrew its forces from
the Subic and Clark Naval Bases
in the Philippines in late 1991.
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The withdrawal from the Phil-

ippines was carried out at the in-
sistence of the Filipino legislature
and against the wishes of the US
government. It signified both de-
veloping Far East assertiveness
and the weakening of United
States power in the region.

In this context the US-Japan Se-
curity Treaty, which effectively
gave the US political and military
leadership in the Far East and
Pacific region, is already begin-
ning to look somewhat anti-
quated.

In response, the Japanese ruling
class is moving towards a remili-
tarisation of its- foreign policy.
The usual route, by way of an
international peace keeping
force, has already been achieved
with the Japanese Defence
Forces’ presence in Cambodia.
Thus, the idea that Japan cansend
forces to other parts of the Far
East has crept onto the agenda.

Japan, which spends three per
cent of its GNP on the military
(the largest expenditure in the

whole of Asia and third in the

world), is a mere percentage
point away from regional mili-

tary superiority. In such a cir-

cumstance it will become a rival

rather than an ally of the United
States.

It is within this context that Ja-
pan’s launch of a satellite-carry-
ing rocket in early 1992 can be
understood. The simple fact is
that the H-II, the first rocket to
be entirely designed and built in
Japan, could easily be used as an
inter-continental ballistic missile.

Add to this Japan’s stockpile of
both plutonium and expertise

theory+practice 7 ¢ Asian war on the

and it seems obvious that rather
than Japan’s military nuclear ca-
pacity being on the drawing
board it has plans completed; it is

possible to imagine the Japanese
ruling class in a period of serious |

tension producing nuclear mis-
siles in a short space of time.

Of course, such developments
are coupled with concessions by
the Japanese bourgeoisie on the
question of war crimes, for exam-
ple the enforced prostitution of
tens of thousands of Far East
women during the Second World
War and Tokyo’s responsibility

for the Nanjing Massacres of
1937 where some 150,000 Chi-

nese were killed in two months
by occupying Japanese forces.

Earlier this year Shigeto Na-
gano, the Japanese Minister of
Justice, was given unusually
short shrift and forced to resign
for suggesting that the Nanjing
Massacre was a hoax.

Japan clearly wishes to build an

‘alliance which will ensure that

the Chinese do not get gain he-
gemony in the Far East. It is this
struggle for regional power that

will be central in the coming pe-

riod. It is likely that the US will
be reduced to the role of an im-
portant but secondary player in
this scenario.

This explains Japan’s open and
friendly attitude towards Viet-
nam, which included ignoring
the US embargo on Vietnam for
two years, as that country makes
its way towards a market econ-
omy.

Indeed Japan is using its enor-
mous reserves to develop its own
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imperialist ambitions through its
overseas aid policy.
Japan currently spends more on

US does in a year. Moreover, Ja-

global leader in aid provision at
$30 billion in 1992 — more than
that of the US and three times
that of Britain. |

It is not at all unlikely that the
Japanese will attempt to create an
Indonesia-Philippines-Japan bloc
to thwart the development of
China as the regional power. It 1s
also likely that such a bloc will be
used to undermine the US pres-
ence in the region. |

Japan would not be alone in
undermining Washington’s posi-

tion in the Far East. Such a devel- |

opment is already under way
with the suggestion by the Malay-
sian government that the Far
Eastern nations create a power

bloc that explicitly excludes the

United States and Australia. It is

no coincidence that Malaysia has
become the first non-Communist
state to purchase and operate the
advanced Mig 29 jet.

In May 1994 Goh Chok Tong,
the prime minister of Singapore,
argued that Asia could form a
trade bloc in response to
NAFTA and the European Un-
ion. In such suggestions lie the
outlines of future global trade
wars and regional power blocs.

Earlier this year, The Nation, a

leading Thai daily, carried a lead

article suggesting that by 2010 the

US-Thai security relationship
would no longer be significant. It
went on to suggest that by then

‘the US would be regarded a

“Friendly Enemy Number One”
and that a Japan-Thai security re-
lationship would have replaced
the current set of arrangements.

......

ary of such a process in the Far
East has not gone unnoticed. Lib-
eral and bourgeois academics in
the West have already produced
numerous books on this theme
— perhaps the most noticeable

being Friedmann Bartu’s work

“The Ugly Japanese: Nippon’s

Economic Empire in Asia” in
which Japan is described as

“sneaky”, “arrogant”, “bullying”

and “inhumane”.
The feeling is to some degree
mutual. Japanese press reaction

to the breakdown of trade talks

with the US last February was to
rejoice that Japan could say. “No™ -
‘to US demands. Security has

clearly been replaced by econom-

ics as the key issue in relations
- between Tokyo and Washing-

ton. |

The Chinese bureaucracy,
which is developing the Chinese
economy at a massive rate under
the principles of “Socialism with
Chinese characteristics”, better
known as market Stalinism, has
doubled expenditure on the mili-
tary since 1988. It intends to in-
crease it by 25 per cent in 1995,
understanding that simply sitting
tight and waiting for regional su-
premacy is not enough.

The increased militarisation of
the Chinese state is based on a
qualitative upgrade of its military
hardware and an understanding
that a struggle for regional he-
gemony is underway.

The Chinese are not engaged in
a rush for markets, or a desire to
export capital. But they are con-

| cerned both by a potential Far |

East alliance against them and 1n-
tend to claim the South China Sea
as its own inland waterway.

At one and the same time the
Chinese bureaucracy are aware
of the fragility of their own sys-

Etfinic Chinese populations in South East Asia
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tem but wish to lay claim to dis-

puted regional resources that

will enable the Chinese version

of “socialism” to survive,
Aware of the fate of Soviet

Stalinism, the China Daily in

November 1992 carried an un-

‘signed commentary warning the

world not to bully China, as hap-
pened in the late 19th century,
and not attempt to put it under
semi-colonial rule.

The Chinese worries on this
score have been recently under-
lined by a report in Janes De-
fence Weekly noting that there
are currently 600 warlords oper-
ating in central China — all of
whom appear to have access to
Chinese army weapons.

- At the same time the rapid in-
dustrialisation underway 1in
China is both providing the basis
for its development as the re-

gional superpower and for the

implosion of the social system
and political power structure.
Chinese fears have also been re-
inforced by US, Russian and
European commercial and mili-
tary sales to all of the Far East
nations that come within the
Chinese sphere of influence.

Posed with such problems Chi-

nese Stalinism aims to flex its
muscles regionally and to main-
tain repression internally.

In July 1993 China began to

carry out military manoeuvresin
Guangdong province, which has
the South China Sea to its south,
with the clear intention of send-

ing out a message to other re-
gional powers, in particular

Japan, Vietnam and Indonesia.
Such a re-orientation has in-
cluded the development of a
rapid reaction force for the South

China Sea. These manoeuvres

were commonly held to be the

largest of their type outside of

war time with the aim of projec-
tion military power outside of
China’s borders since 1949 in this
region.

It is also widely suspected that

the growing number of “pirate™
attacks taking place in the South

China Sea are being carried out

by the Chinese Navy in a surrep-
titious attempt to develop con-
trol over the area. |

It is notable that since the US
evacuation from the Philippines
in 1991 piracy in the region has
grown remarkably. Between
March 1991 and June 1993 To-
kyo claims to have noted 78 cases







