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TONY Blair was touted as the best rise. , ' ® CHAMPIONED right-wing Tory

~ thing for Labour in years. Butasthe @ DOWNPLAYED Labour’s union ~ “family values”.

= opinion poll lead fades to that before  jinks, stating they “have no special  No wonder big business is
:% his _electlon as |eade_r, the _reahty gf place” in the Labour Party. becoming friendly to Labour, and f“"’
B!all' s_Labour Party is obvious: it IS @ REPUDIATED any form of social man-y-L|bera| Democra[.s !Man! a
= becoming the party of permanent ownership as an alternative to market coalition; no wonder millionaire |
- retreat. Blair has: capitalism. _ David Sainshury gave money to his |
ne REFUSED to back the signal ® RETREATED on Labour’s education '€20€rship campaign. Y
workers. promises. As the bankruptcy of Tory policies &

is evident to the whole world, Blair |
@ RIDICULED Labour pledges to have wants to adopt them wholesale!
more women MPs.
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turn for

'By a railworker

- LAST WEEKEND'’s Signal-
ling Grades Conference
brought into the open frustra-
tion at lack of progress in the
- dispute and allowed Knapp and

the RMT right to keep open the

basis of retreat.

The conference was pre-
sented with a number of emer-
gency resolutions, ranging from
a call to accept arbitration to a
call for all-out strike action.

To many, arbitration seemed
an attractive proposition if it
‘meant that Railtrack would be
forced to re-enter serious dis-
cussions with the RMT. |

In the end however the con-
ference agreed to ask the na-

signal
workers

tional executive to examine re-
suming talks on the claim while

~ at the same time progressing re-
structuring talks - and if this was
- not possible to look to escalat-

ing the dispute. Any agreement
on restructuring would be put to
a ballot.

The idea of parallel talks had
been raised by Knapp and some
other executive members as a

way of breaking the deadlock.

Climbdown

In practice 1t is a chmbdown
which gives back the initiative
to Railtrack. There 1s no indica-
tion that the government is pre-
pared to allow a settlement in
any way favourable to RMT.

Now Railtrack can push its
restructuring agenda, which
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means job losses, without hav-
ing to make any concessions on
the claim.

~ Only victory on the claim can
put the RMT in a position of -

strength in restructuring discus-
sions.

Any further talks will break
down rapidly unless RMT
makes major concessions: itis a
recipe for demoralisation.

What 1s needed 1s a way of
the RMT seizing the initiative.
Escalation confined to signal
workers is not an option; the

dispute must be extended to -
- other rail workers. o
In line with health and safety

ol
4

legislation, drivers and guards
who believe they are in immi-
nent danger are entitled not to
work.

There have been a series of
near misses, as managers staff
the signal boxes. The RMT
strike committee has called a
meeting with the Traincrew
Grades executive to discuss
these issues. Guards and drivers
are extremely frustrated to be
told to work normally on strike
days.

The issue of health and safety |

must be used to underpin a call
for guards and drivers to refuse
to work on strike days.

“If the Labour Party support our

claim, then they should support our

action”

Socialist Outlook
talked to RMT
executive and
strike committee
member ALAN
POTTAGE.

“The signal workers have
done well. After three months
the strength is stili there, but
we have to find a way to apply

more pressure to Railtrack.
~ This has become a political
dispute, with the stumbling
biock of the government not ai-
lowing negotiations. They must
be forced to withdraw. This will
take more than the signal work-
ers themselves. It is an attack on
the whole movement: the ques-
tion is what is the movement
going to do? |

Second front
We must alleviate the pres-

sure on the signal workers by’

opening up another front. The
issue of safety for other rail-
workers gives us the means of

doing this.

We also need to get other un-
ions to act. The TUC must mobi-
lise the movement to defend
trade unionism. We know they

are capable - - butso farthey have
been unwilling..
Pressure must be applied to

-~ make the TUC work for us. At the

TUC conference other trade un-
ions took inspiration from the
signal workers. But it is not
something for the history books,
we need action now. Their dis-
putes must be brought to a head
while ours is continuing, not left
until ours is finished.

The Labour leadership say
they believe out claim is just, but
with a few notable exceptions
Labour MPs have refused to
back our strike. Their failure to
support us makes it look as if we
are at fault

With the opinion polls over-
whelmingly supporting us, they
have shot themselves in the
foot.

While telling us that they can-

not get involved, the Labour

leaders have been urging arbi-
tration, which is a major reason
why it was an issue atthe Grades
Conference.

If the Labour Party support
our claim they should support
our action - whatis needed is for
the Labour conference next
month to come out 100 per cent
in favour of the strike."

e
Solidarity meeting calls for escalation

''''''''''''

“
4
'

HAVING HEARD Jimmy

~ Knapp explain the latest de-

tails of the dispute rank and
tile railworkers called for a

- broadening of the action ata
- packed solidarity meeting in
~central London last Tuesday.

While a successtul meeting

saw £1250 handed over to strike

funds, one RMT member
pointed out:

- “Collecting money 1s fine,
but we need to extend the ac-

tion. We have got to use the
health and safety argument.”

Walking across

As a guard from north Lon-
don explained:

“l1 stand on my picket line
telling signal workers not to

cross, then take off my picket’s

armband and walk in to work as

usual. I think it’s a disgrace that

my union is defeating itself.”
Another asked: “Why are

signalling grades the only ones

- involved in the dispute? Every

argument about signalling
grades applies to every other
grade on the railway. So why
not broaden the dispute?”

Speaking from the platform a |

signal worker explained that his
branch would be calling for in-
definite strike action adding,
“and if anyone is dismissed as a
result the executive should call
out all RMT members in sup-

mrt.,‘)

North West
raillworkers

say..

All
out

to

win!

By Glen Voris

FIVE HUNDRED people
matrched in support of
striking signal workers
in Liverpool on Saturday
10 September, in a
demonstration
organised at short
notice hy the
Merseyside Gounty
Association of Trades

Councils.

Speakers included Ver-
non Hince (deputy general
secretary RMT), Alan Simp-
son (secretary of the Cam-
paign Group of Labour
MPs), Nigel Flanagan {one
of the UNISON Sefton 2)
and Sylvia Pye of Women
Against Pit Closures.

The general mood of the
signal workers was that
they remained solid, but
did not want to escalate
the strike action since they
were not convinced they
could sustain it.

This reluctance to esca-
|ate the strike stems from a
feeling of isolation, since
the RMT leadership are
hesitant-to step up the ac-

: tion.

Demoralised

Without spreading the
strike, signal workers will
hecome demoralised and
Railtrack will have won an
important victory; the gov-
ernment wouid have kept
the lid on public sector pay.

St Helens Trades Coun-
cil has already taken the in-
itiative in establishing a
support group, to organise
workpiace collections and
a speaking tour.
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THE BRITISH and Irish govern-
ments have moved decisively to re-
assure Loyalists in the Six Counties
that their interests were not threat-

ened by the “peace process”.

~ John Major, while abandoning gov-
ernment restrictions on the broadcasting
of Sinn Fein representatives, made it
clear that there would be a referendum in
Northern Ireland over the outcome of any

peace talks.
The restriction of such a referendum

to the North effectively seals the right of
the Loyalists to a veto on unification.

Major also stated that Sinn Fein would
not be admitted to peace talks unless and
until 1t clarified that the IRA ceasefire
was “permanent’.

The statements by Major were rein-
forced by the frank admission by Irish
premier Reynolds that Irish unification
was off the agenda for decades.

The “peace process” package is now
absolutely clear. First, the IRA calls off
the armed struggle. Then there are talks,
eventually - involving Sinn Fein, which
lead to the creation of a new Northern
Ireland assembly, to which Adams and

other Sinn Fein representatives are

elected.

The government hopes that Loyalist
opinion would be reconciled to this, and
their paramilitaries demobilised.
“Peace” would thus be established. But
what exactly would be achieved from the
viewpoint of the Republicans and the
struggle for Irish unification?

While the whole process will bee sub-
ject to a referendum in the North, the
British state is not going to allow a 32-
county referendum on unification. The
outcome will thus be the election of a Six
County assembly, and the transformation
of Sinn Fein into a more-or-less radical
nationalist, but constitutional, electoral-
1st party.

It is highly unlikely in such a scenario
that Sinn Fein will replace the SDLP as
the dominant nationalist party; indeed

the political differences between sections
of Sinn Fein and the SDLP will begin to
erode. After all, what is the SDLP but

constitutional, reformist, nationalism?

National rights

What this scenario does not include 1s
anything to address the national rights of
the Irish people, or indeed of the nation-
alist community in the North.

In other words, there is nothing in this
package which addressed the question of
the Orange nature of the Six County
statelet; its existence as the institutional-
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isation of the Protestant ascendency and
the union with Britain.

Recent surveys have revealed that sec-
tarianism, in the form of massive job and
housing discrimination against Catho-
lics, is alive and well. The privileges of
the Protestant workers in a period of re-
cession may be marginal, but they cer-
tainly exist. -

The “peace process” as offered by Ma-
jor and Reynolds is now being revealed
for what it really is: an operation to tame
and integrate the Republican movement,
especially to end the armed struggle.

In this new situation Sinn Fein will of
course carry on its political campaign for
Irish unification. But then that is nothing
new. There is a long history of reformist

in us for memorial din

nationalist politicians being elected to
local councils and as MPs to the British -
parliament. That was the situation in the:
1950s and 1960s, when such people
called themselves simply “Nationalists”.

It was precisely the failure of this type
of communal electoral politics, and the
continuation of mass discrimination,
which led to the emergence of the civil
rights movement in the 1960s, which
through its strategy of mass direct action
broke with the old communalist and cli-
entalist nationalist politicians.

Naive

Evidently, a lot of left-wing people
naively welcoming the peace process
don’t know very much about the history
of northern Ireland before the civil rights
movement. |

A regression to the pre-1968 days in
nationalist politics would be the waste of
25 years of struggle. |

The Republican movement stands at a
crossroads. The peace process in the
hands of Reynolds and Major 1s not go-
ing to deliver a united Ireland because it
leans on the Loyalist veto as sacrosanct.
And that veto will be delivered time and
again.

‘The way forward is not to make an
“historic compromise” with imperialist
domination of Ireland, but to elaborate a
new strategy based on mass action, and
linking up with the struggles of workers
in the South. That means the inter-twin-
ing of the national and social struggles in
Ireland.

It means a movement which fights for
workers unity and a 32-country socialist
republic. It means campaigning here and
now for the release of all political prison-
ers; and for self-determination for the
Irish people as a whole.

Old style nationalist reformism 1is not
going to deliver it.
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of our comrade Bob
Smith, who died earlier
this year at the age of
460

Bob, who lived in
Birmingham, was
well-known in the
anti-racist and Irish
solidarity movements,
and devoted much of
his final year to the
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dedicated to Bob’s
memory, on the
anti-racist and

anti-fascist struggle -
Here to Stay, Here to
Fight

|t will also feature
speakers prominent in
the anti-racist struggle.

The dinner will raise

the paper.

The dinner is not just
for Socialist Outlook
supporters, but open to

Socialist Outlook’s
offices and buy new,
and urgently needed,
computer equipment for




VT LT AR TR L LMY CAR I TAC L st paa e T Te e T e Tk 4 Aeee Y e e - ERLEL - - .

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 69, September 24 1994, Page 4

s

LABOUR PARTY

By Peter Purton
(LGLCR - personal

capacity)

THE “NEW model” Labour
Party has benefited from a
resurgence of support from
lesbians and gay men. A poll
for Channel 4’s “Out” pro-
gramme has found 50 per
cent of lesbians and gay men
voted Labour at the last elec-

tion.
The election of Tony Blair

has seen this process continue.

At this year’s Pride, the Labour
Party stall did a thriving trade
signing up new members.

Blair is the first Labour
leader to openly signal support
for an equal age of consent.

This, and strong support from
the front bench — with the nota-
ble exceptions of Blunkett and
Taylor - suggests that Labour 1s
strongly committed to social
equality policies.

However beneath this veneer
of progressiveness, Blair’s so-
cial policies are based on the
same fundamentally “pro-fam-
ily” stance that traditional la-
bourism has always had - a
position it shares on all funda-
mentals with the Tories.

The Iimitations of the new

By Bernie Hynes

DELEGATES to a national
Troops OQut Movement con-
ference in Leeds on Sep-
tember 10 rejected
proposals from the South
London branch, endorsec
by the new Editorial Com-
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Blair boost for
Tory ‘Family
alues’

Labour liberalism have been ex-
posed during the furore over
single parents.

While Labour might argue
for the more “humane” treat-
ment of lone parents, it shares
with the Tories the view that

Lgne parents are inferior.

Blair has reiterated his view
that two parents are better than
one. For him this view 1s self-
evident.

For the vast number of people
for whom the world 1s different,
regardless of whether or not
their “family” position is one of

choice or necessity, sucha view

is scarcely comforting.

‘Model family’

Labour’s “model family”, as
codified by the new leader, is
based on a substantially mythi-
cal “golden age” when we all
lived in two parent (white, het-
erosexual, able-bodied) house-
holds.

This view conveniently over-
looks that such households are
also the location of domestic
violence, abuse, including sex-
ual abuse of children, abuse of
the elderly and a vast, but con-
cealed, world of privatised
dreary unhappiness.

It fails to take account of the
diversity of forms of social or-
ganisation prevalent in different

mittee, to water down
TOM’s traditional anti-im-

perialist objectives.

This would have involved
building an ad-hoc Peace
Committee, with the specific
aim of campaigning for
“peace” inlrelanc.

Thnere was a clear majority
at the meeting for continuing
to buiid TOM on its iwo basic
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communities, and the strength

against diversity that the lesbian
and gay communities, for exam-
ple, have been forced to de-
velop.

It ignores evidence that it is
not the number of “parents” or
solely their biological relation-
ship which determines that chil-
dren are reared “properly”.

The controversial issue of ac-
cess to fertility treatments and to
donor insemination are pro-
foundly influenced by whether
(for example) lesbians and gay
men are recognised as ‘“‘sutt-
able” parents.

Despite a hostile political chi-
mate, stoked up by “back to ba-
sics rhetoric and tabloid
homophobia, progress is being
made.

A recent court judgment con-
firmed custody of children to
lesbians.

The TUC has promised a ne-
gotiators guide to “family
leave", which consciously in-
cludes black families, lesbian
and gay relationships and adop-
tive families.

If the Labour Party is to give
meaning to its equality policies,
then it has to begin by question-
ing the privileged position it
continues to assign to just one of
the many different forins of so-
cial organisation.

demands - “Troops Out Now”
and “Self-determination for
the Irish people as a whole”.

Forgotten

Many speakers in the de-
bate voiced fears that if TOM
did not campaign for these de-
mands, anti-imperialist objec-
tives would be forgotten.

Deiegates also voicec

S -
S .

By Liam Mac UYaid

THE GOOD news is that the
Labour leadership is still in
favour of Irish unity — by con-
sent of the Unionists of

course.

The bad news is that they do
not intend to do anything about
i1,

So they do not intend to be-
come “persuaders” and will rely
on the Unionists eventually
changing their mind.

Thus another squalid footnote
Is added to the history of La-
bour’s leaders agreeing with
every major policy decision
taken by the Conservatives in Ire-
land. '

So reluctant are they to take
an independent position that Mo
Mowlam, the Shadow Cabinet
member responsible for broad-
casting, was prepared to say on
television that now is notthe time
to press for the repeal of the
ludicrous, anti-democratic ban
on the transmission of the voices
of Sinn Fein members.

She does “not want to compli-
cate the negotiation process for
the Tories” — and has now found
herself outflanked by them as the
ban is ditched.

Degrading

How much more can these
people degrade themselves?
Even Patrick Mayhew, the Tory
minister responsible for the
North of Ireland, let it be known
that he wanted the ban to be
lifted. There are times when
words are not adequate.

An element in Blair's calcula-
tions is that the next election may
be a rather close-run thing and
his parliamentary majority will
not be as comfortable as he
would hope.

Major has had occasion to rely
on the support of Unionist MPs,
and it is not out of the question
that Blair will also find himself in
some tight corners.

petrayal on
ireland

He appears to believe that it is
better o abandon any hint of an
frish policy wnich may distin-
guish Labour and Tories now
while in opposition, than be seen
to make sordid compromises in
government.

In any case at least that firfe
old Labour tradition of bi-parti-
sanship can be upheld.

If, like Blair, you accept that
Britain has the right to a domi-
nant role in Irish politics ,then it

is better to be consistently pro-

imperialist. At least Kate Hoey
and Democracy Now have that
merit.

Since the IRA ceasefire they
“have been receiving quite a bit of
publicity for their demand that
the British Labour Party organ-
ise in the North of lreland. They

claim to have the support of

more than 50 MPs and leaders
of the UCW and AEEU.

Only the fact that part of Ire-
land is occupied by the British
state make their principal de-
mand possible. It is thoroughly
reactionary.

The North of treland regularly
has the highest turnout in elec-
tions in the British state. Politics
there may not be to everyone’s
taste, but people create and vote
for organisations which they
perceive to represent their inter-
ests. o

More British interference is
the last thing any part of [reland
needs and the people of the six
counties have suffered enough
in the last two decades. Why ex-
portthe squalor of Blair’s Labour
0 them?
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fears that TOM’s anti-imperi-
alist solidarity role would he
submerged in “popular front”-
type politics.

Attempts by the Editorial
Committee to get through a
resolution welcoming the IRA
ceasefire were also defeated,
as being contradictory {c
TOM’s basic objectives, ant
traditional stance of not tak-

| TOM reaffirms anti-imperialist stance

ing position for or against the
republican armed struggle.

It was agreed to hold the
next Bloody Sunday march
and rally in Manchester. It
was also decided to hold a No-
vember day-school on the cur-
rent situation in ireland, for
TOM members to fully debate
their views on the current po-
litical situation there.

W L] S .
S SERERERC
e Eel R

A




S il i BT e el L e A M ke RS NP saae N aw om mmoaes o om, e - -

ltalian
workers

show the way

WHILE British pensioners
call in vain on Labour and
the TUC to take up the fight

~for their living standards,

italy’s unions have

- threatened general strike

action if their new right

- wing government attempts

to cut back on pensions.
Silvio Berlusconi’s govern-
ment is under increasing pres-
sure from the bankers and
money markets to slash back
on the historically generous
pension entitlements
squeezed out of previous
weak governments by stron
unions. -
It has little obvious base of
popular support in its bid to
slash up to 10 trillion lire
from pensions; even the em-
ployers, who use pension
funds Maxwell-style as cheap
loans, are opposed to plans
to privatise the scheme.
Workers retiring now can
pick up 80 percent of their av-
erage income as a lifetime
pension.
But the pensions bill is cen-
tral to a rocketing state deficit
predicted to amount to 124

.percent of GDP this year: in-

terest payments alone on this
deficit consume almost 10
percent of GDP. |
italian ministers hope to
cut the benefits for new retir-
ees to 60% of final income.
For millions of British pen-
sioners facing winter, even
that much would be a treat.

By Harry Sloan

A NEW initiative to link up
the campaigns, unions and
individuals fighting in de-
fence of the Welfare State

was launched on September

18. -

A full hall of 100 activists
turned out to the meeting, con-
vened under the sponsorship of
the Socialist Movement Trade
Union Committee and the So-
cialist Campaign Group Net-
work. |

From the chair, Trudy Saun-
ders told the meeting that over
300 individuals (including MPs
and national trade union offi-
cials) and some organisations
have already signed the basic
policy statement on which the
meeting had been called.

Platform speakers included a
student nurse from Guy’s, pen-
sioner’s activist Joe Harris, Is-
lington councillor Liz Davies,
John Lister from London Health
Emergency, and Tony Benn

- MP

A lengthy written message of
support from Alan Simpson
MP, secretary of the Socialist
Campaign Group, was read out.

Platform and floor speakers
were agreed on the need to sup-

port the various"gocalv and sin-
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gle-issue campaigns which

have sprung up across the coun-
try to defend the existing wel-

fare state against Tory attacks -
(hospitals, nurseries, nursing

homes, pension rights, socialse- 2y L
curity benefits, student grants, .\

education services), and de-

mand improved services, in-

cluding civil rights for disabled

people.
Benn argued that the Tory

drive to strip workers of social
security and other benefits goes

- well beyond any economic mo-

tives, and 1s driven by their stra-
tegic desire to restore the power
and disciplines of capitalism.

“The Tories don’t just want
to end the welfare state, they
want to take the whole country
back to where it was in the nine-
teenth century,” warned Benn.

“We must do more than de-
fend the welfare state, we must
campaign for the things we
want,” he stressed.

John Lister from LHE
pointed to the political signifi-
cance of struggles over pen-
sions and welfare state benefits
in Italy and in the Swedish elec-
tions.

“We need a campaign like the
Network to make sure that these
issues punch their weight in
Bntish politics, the way they do
elsewhere,” he said. “We need
to break down 1solation, inform

Labour’s education

Labour’s education policies
are spelled out in the new
White Paper Opening the
Doors to a Learning Society.
Out goes the prescriptive Na-
tional Curriculum, to be re-

‘placed by a common

curriculum framework.

Out goleague tables based on
national testing. Opted-out
schools and new City Technol-

-ogy Colleges will be brought

back into the LEA system. These
and other reforms will be widely
welcomed by teachers and par-
ents as an improvement on un-

-popular Tory policies.

But Labour’s reforming zeal is
a pale shadow of the Tories’. The

- fundamental feature of our edu-

cation system is that it is much
better at reproducing social in-
equality than reducing it. |

This is the acid test for La-

bour: will it produce policies

which do as much for working

~ class children and students as

the Tories have done for a privi-
leged minority?

policies: a dream or a
fantasy?

| By Richard Hatcher

The White Paper is full of the
rhetoric of overcoming disad-

~vantage and fulfilling every

child’s potential, but the reme-

- dies aren’t radical enough to

achieve It.

Labour’s White Paper is
trapped in the dilemma of trying
to serve two masters - the de-
mands of working class parents
and students for an education
system that works for them, and

the demands of business for an
- gducation system that delivers a
- profitable workforces.

‘Opportunity’
‘Labour’s document con-
structs a post-Fordist fantasy. It

“begins, “A-whole series of

changes - economic, techno-
logical and cultural - has pre-
sented us with the opportunity of
building a genuinely learning so-

ciety - a society in which all indi-

viduals can fulfil their potential
as active citizens in a prosper-
ous, civilised and caring com-
munity”.

Note that these changes have

already occurred - in other

words, Labour’s vision of citizen
and community is based on the

existing economic order.
This scenario, which prom-
ises that economic success goes

hand-in-hand with social justice, -
'is crucial to Labour’s perspec-
tives for education.

Modern capitalism, it claims,
requires all workers to be highly
educated, and that will provide

the motivation which the White

paper sees as the key factor in
working class achievement in
education. - |

This is a castle built on sand.
In reality, new economic order
combines high skill jobs for
some with low-skill jobs for
many, plus permanent high un-
employment, all shaped by gen-
der and ethnic inequalities. An
education system geared to this
economic order will continue to
reflect those inequalities and de-
motivate many working class
students.

It is the acceptance of the
logic of capital - not just pre-
election caution - which explains
the absence of resource commit-
ments in the White Paper.

Nursery education Is also to
be expanded, but only for half-
time provision for three and
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and link up campaigns, and
reach for support into the labour
movement, which has been too
slow and timid in taking up
these issues.” |

Newspaper

There was overwhelming
support in the meeting for the
Network to publish a tabloid
newsletter, aimed at building a
base of affiliations and sharing
the experiences of successful
campaigns.

The first, pilot issue, to give

a taste of what could be done,
will be published at Labour
Party conference. This and fu-
ture issues will be funded

through donations, affiliations.

be reduced, but no targets are
set. Special needs are to be met
in mainstream schools, but no
extra funds are guaranteed.

- No details are given of
whether schools will be funded
according to need rather than on
a competitive numbers-led ba-
SiS. |

Democracy

it is also why the White Paper
shies away from the principle of
elected democratic control when
it might offend dominant inter-
ests. The private schools retain
their privilege.

The Training and Enterprise
Councils will remain outside lo-
cal democratic control. School

governing bodies will not be di-

rectly elected.
The White paper equivocates
on other issues of inequality too.

and selling advertising space to
supportive organisations.
Also endorsed by the meet-

ing was a call for a lobby of
parliament on Budget Day, and |

the suggestion of a major na-
tional conference of the cam-
paign to take place next spring.

While targeting activists in
the existing campaigns and the
labour movement, the Welfare
State Network is committed to
forming a broad coalition of
those prepared to fight the Tory
attacks.

Il More information
from, and donations/mes-
sages to Welfare State
Network, c¢/o 22, Maude
Rd, London SES.

and especially on gender are
weak. “Parity of esteem” be-
tween academic and vocational
qualifications is promised,

rather than the abolition of A
- Levels and the creation of a

genuinely unified qualification.
Perhaps. the most blatant
omission in the document is the

lack of a clear commitment to

abolish 11+ selection in state
schools.

There are good things in the
White Paper. Some of them -

such as the full reintegration of

GM schools and the end of
leagues tables - may well have to
be defended against Blair as the
general election approaches.

But the linchpin of the White
Paper, as with Labour’s policies
as a whole, is “partnership” with
capital, and its logic sets narrow
limits to Labour’s education re-
forms.
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Hunger strike highlights
Campsfield campaign

By Paul Clarke

TEN Algerian detainees
started an indefinite hunger
strike at the Haslar immugra-

tion  prison, near
Portsmouth, on September
15.

The ten, protesting their in-
definite detention under 1immi-
gration laws, are some of the
thousands of people who are
imprisoned each year because
of racist immigration and asy-
lum laws.

The hunger strike is likely to
become another flashpoint in
- the campaign by prisoners and
campaigners to stop human

rights abuses by the British

government.
For the last year campaign-
~ ers against the immigration and

........

.........

''''''''''

.........

......

asylum laws have highlighted
the Campsfield special immi-
gration prison at Kidhngton
outside Oxford. Opened last
November, it has since been

- followed up with the an-

nouncement of special immi-
gration wings at several other

{

prisons.

Asylum seekers

These facilities are being
added to the existing prison fa-
cilities used for asylum seekers
at Harmondsworth, Haslar and
Portland.

One year on the Campsfield
campaigners are determined to
continue and have announced a

" programme of activity to mark

one year of Campsfield’s exist-
ence.

Next Saturday, September
24, at 12 noon there will be a

[ P PP R—
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“Sing Down Campsfield” dem-
onstration outside the prison

gates, featuring Cardiff Red

Choir.
On 29 October a further

‘demonstration outside the
prison will link the campaign

against the immigration laws

and the fight against the Crimi-

nal Justice Act.

November 13 will see a con-
ference against racist immigra-
tion controls in Oxford (details
to be announced).

To commemorate one year
of Campsfield there will be a
demonstration from Oxford to
London, starting on November

30 and arriving at Downing St

on December 4.

B Help is needed with all
these plans. If you want to
get involved ring Oxford

(0865) 724452.

New left wing
‘in UNISON

By Fred Leplat

(Islington UNISON)

A NEW left wing is being
organised in UNISON, Brit-
~ ain’s largest union formed
from the merger of
NALGO, NUPE and CO-
HSE. The launch confer-
ence of the Campaign for
a Democratic and Fighting
UNISON (CFDU) will take
place on 3 December in

Leeds.

The need for an organised
left has never been so great,
with so many attacks raining
down on public service work-
ers.

Privatisation, pay freeze,
cuts in services and attacks
on union organisation are
just some of the issues on
which a fighting leadership
is required.

The CFDU was initiated at
UNISON’s first national con-

ference last May, at a meet-
ing called by several re-
gional left caucuses. The
meeling had been organised
to fight for national cam-
paigns, including industrial
action, against the attacks
we face and for real democ-
racy in the union. |

The 150 delegates at the
meeting unanimously agreed
there was a need for a perma-
nent left organisation in the
union.

The CFDU is appealmg to
“Fightback”, a group of UNI-
SON branches influenced by
the Socialist Workers Party,
to join with the CFDU to en-
sure there is one large,
united, left in UNISON.

There is much in common

between the CFDU and Fight-

back, and those members
who want to see real action
to defend conditions and
services will not understand
why the left is split.

The launich conference of
the CFDU on 3 December is

at Swarthmore Centre, 4

‘Woodhouse Square, Leeds 3

(creche available, accessible
venue). it is being organised
by the following regional cau-

- cuses: London CFDU, UNI-
SON Left (North East),

Campaign for Lay Control in
UNISON (Yorks and Humber-
side) and East Midlands
CFDU.00

These regional lefts have
agreed a draft Statement of
Aims which will be submitted
for amendment and adoption

- at the conference.

All UNISON branches are
invited to send up to five
delegates (£5 per delegate).
Any UNISON member can at-

tend as an ohserver with

speaking rights (£3 each).

W Write to: GFDU, c/o
Glen Kelly, Bromley UNI-
SON, Civic Centre, Stock-
well Close, Bromley BR1
3UH. Phone 081-464 3333
ext. 3273 for further de-
fails.

THE ATTEMPT by the Nazi
British National Party to
stage a comeback in Tower
Hamlets, after the defeat of
their only councillor Derek
Beackon last May, has
flopped.

In the September 15 by-
election in Shadweil ward
they took 305
votes against the
Labour Party’s
1800. Shadwell is
bisected by Cable
Street, site of the
historic anti-fas-
cist battle against
Moseley’s black-
shirts in 1936.

Despite their de-
feat, the BNP . e
came within 12 ™ =
votes of the second-placed Lib-

eral Democrats and beaten the -

Conservatives who got a
wretched 74 votes.

Aithough the BNP have not
succeeded in capturing an-

other seat, their vote shows
that they are a factor in the

- politics of the area.

Nazis beaten back in
Shadwell by-election

Shadwell borders onto Ca-
“pary Wharf, where conspicu-
ous fuxury stands

cheek-by-jowel with the des-
perate housing conditions and
general squalor in Shadwell it-
seif.

There Is a large Bengali

community. Bad housing to-
gether with a significant immi-

-----

| to racist'accusations
% . that immigrants are
"‘3"‘ ge’mng preferential
i .housmg allocations.

In every case this
has been proved to be
nonsense. The BNP

- are adopting typical

.. .. divide and rule” tac-
tics, where homeless-

T ness and

unemployment is blamed on
immigrant workers.
Last year’s BNP Mitiwall vic-

- tory has however had a salu-

tary effect in mobilising
anti-fascists and the local com-
munity every time the BNP
show their faces.

Millwall will be much more
difficuit for the BNP to repeat.

UNISON ‘Fightback’
conference: a sad
new SWP stunt

By Tim Foxley

TWO HUNDRED activists
attended last Saturday’s
UNISON “Fightback” con-
ference in solidarity with the
Sefton branch, which after
having been found in con-
tempt of court for defying
the union laws, 1s now being
persecuted by its own union

leadership.
UNISON General Secretary
Alan Jinkinson repudiated the

action of Sefton branch, which.

successfully, but illegally, took
strike action against council
privatisation. Now he 1s threat-
ening disciplinary action
against the whole branch.
Sefton’s ‘crime’ is to have

paid the fines levied on two

branch officers for defying the
laws. A letter from UNISON

HQ has been sent to all

branches forbidding them from
contributing to the defence

fund.
Defiance

Despite this Sefton branch

has twice voted to pay the fines
of the victimised officers, Nigel
Flanaghan and Martin Murphy.
A number of other branches
have similarly defied the UNI-
SON ban and sent money.
Attendance at the Fightback
conference was a further show
of support from 60 branches.
There was also a useful discus-
sion about fighting the govern-

- ment’s public sector pay limit.

However the weakness of
the Fightback campaign was re-
vealed when a motion was ta-

bled calling on it to organise
further meetings and confer-
ences in its Own name.

Fightback is basically an
SWP front in the mould of the
ANL. It calls initiatives and in-
vites affiliations, but has no
democratic structure.

In fact, despite arguing that
it is premature for the left to
organise in an ongoing way,
Fightback does have an organ-
isational backbobne - the SWP.

Join forces

The Campaign for a Fighting
and Democratic Union
(CFDU), which 1s working to
build a democratic and, non-
sectarian left network, made a

proposal to join forces with

Fightback, to organise a demo-
cratic, united conference of the
left.

This proposal was not just
rejected by the Fightback or-
ganisers but ruled out of order
(1) and not allowed for discus-
sion ion the spurious grounds
that it had been submitted too

late — despite the fact that no
- one knew 1n advance of the

conference that resolutions
were to be taken at all!
- The SWP bureaucratic ham
fist went to absurd lengths;
delegates were required to sub-
mit speaking slips giving an ac-
count of what the speaker
intended to say!

Fightback will not be a real

~organisation, but will be taken

off the shelf and dusted down
when the SWP feel like it. The
CFDU must go ahead with its
December conference to create

a united and democratic left or-
ganisation within UNISON.

| HOME NEWS
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Brazil
strikes
in poll
run-up

- CAR WORKERS in Sao
Patllo and the surrounding
area have gone on strike
against a government wage
freeze, as the country
prepares for a decisive
presidential election in a

few weeks time.

Car workers’ unions, led by
the radical CUT, itself linked
to the Workers Party, want a
sliding scale of wages to com-
pensate them for the declining
buying power of their wages.

It is estimated that more
than 80,000 workers took

strike action.
~ The car unions want
monthly cost-of-living in-
creases bhecause of massive
inflation. Monthly increases
were common hefore the new
currency, the Real, was intro-
duced on July 1.

Then the government in-
sisted that workers should
only have wage increases
once a year. |

But union leaders say that
price have gone up nearly 12
per cent since then. Car pro-
duction has been badly hit be-
cause of high demand and low
stocks.

At the country’s largest car-
‘making company, Anfavea (a
joint venture between Ford
and Volkswagen), production
was saidtobe ata near- -fotal
standstill.

The country’s right-wing
controlied media, especially
the reactionary TV Globo
which is always used against
the left, is using the car strike
to launch a smear campaign
against Lula, presidential can-
didate of the Workers Party.

Lula has been trying to run
a “moderate” campaign, dis-
tancing himself from workers’

radicalism, and gwmg guaran-

tees to big business.

Mexican

car workers

walk out

VICTIMISED union leaders
at the Ford-Cuautitian plant
near Mexico City are still
fighting for their jobs after
they were illegally sacked

in June 1993.

~ After a sit-in at Ford’s Mex-
- ico City head office,the com-
pany again refused to

- reinstate the sacked leaders.
This in turn provoked protest
stoppages at the Cuautitian
plant.

'On September 2, a mass
meeting of 90 percent of the
unionised staff voted for an in-
definite stoppage demanding
reinstatement of their sacked
leaders, recognition of the un-
ion, and fresh elections for the
national leadership of the un-
ion.

‘international law: these
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unboat diplomacy
will not bring

democracy to Haiti

By Charles

Restoring democracy,
ending human rights
abuses and upholding

are the arguments used
by US President Bill

Clinton to justify send-
ing a massive military
force to remove the rul-
ing junta in the Carib-
bean island of Haiti.

Desperate last-minute
negotiations led by former
President Jimmy Carter
appear to have extricated
Clinton from having to
mount a frontal military
onslaught in the teeth of US op-
position.

But anybody who beheves
that a US-led occupation of the
island will fulfil the initial high-
flown promises must have been
on another planet for the last

few years.

Remember:

® PANAMA 1989: where
the US replaced one corrupt and
brutal regime (headed by a former
American agent) with another, at
the cost of massive destruction
and loss of life.

® THE PERSIAN GULF
1990-91: Operation Desert
Storm did indeed kick Iraq out of
Kuwait, but Saddam Hussein con-
tinues his reign of terror in Iraq
and the Kuwaiti ruling family
continues to treat the oil-rich
country as its Own preserve.

Tens of thousands of Iraqis
died in the war, many more as
the result of sanctions.

@® SOMALIA, 1992: thisin-
tervention was meant to protect
aid efforts and end civil war.

While relief effort was in-

Left throws out

itially protected, the US pres-
ence has just been wound up.
According to a report in the
Guardian, “UN officials said
Washington did not want public
attention drawn to its officials
leaving Somalia in chaos under
clan warlords

“...aid workers ... are re-
treating from all outlying garri-
sons, abandoning areas of the
country to gunmen.”

"UN backing

America’s gunboat diplo-

macy in Haiti has the backing of
the UN Security Council and a
number of Caribbean states are
sending troops contingents.

However, the US policy’s
main source of credibility at the
outset is given by Haiti’s Jean-
Bertrand Aristide.

Elected by a two-thirds ma-

jority with a popular mandate to

carry out radical social and eco-
nomic change, Aristide was
driven from power 1n Septem-
ber 1991 by the Haitian army
and a reign of terror followed.

No but we'd be happy to
give you a lift back to your

By aligning himself with US
intervention, Aristide has
turned his back on the poor of
Haiti who brought him to
pOWwer.

UN sanctions against the 1s-
land have already inflicted terri-
ble suffering on them; and
indeed its seems a reasonable
assumption that the hope of see-

ing sanctions ended is one of the
main reasons for alleged popu-
lar support for intervention on
the island.

According to as leading US
- foreign policy analyst “all the

US wants from Aristide 1s his
legitimacy, not his policies”.
Reforming the Haitian army

~and police will be in the hands

of the same US services who
have aided murderous ultra-
right formations throughout
Central America.

US-trained '

Along with hundreds of other
Haitian officers, the current
Haitian chief of police, Colonel
Michel Francois, was trained at

| the US Central Inteﬂl-

gence School for the
Americas.

A huge US-led force

on the island would be on

ments for social justice.

Asylum seekers

- It could also prevent
Haitians fleeing the
country to seek asylum
in the US far more effi-
ciently than the present
military government.
Once in Haiti, the US
will not find 1t easy to
leave. Haiti is the US’s
back yard, and unlike
Somalia, failure there
would not go unnoticed
by the voters.
On the other hand, accordmg
to American Haiti expert Walter
Fauntroy, at least ten years
would be needed to reshape
Haiti to US designs.

US-dominated

Even if the Haitian junta re-

tires from power next month as .

agreed, a 6000-strong US-

dominated force wearing
United Nations headgear will
remain to “install and maintain
a secure and stable climate”.

Among its tasks will be mod-
ernising the armed forces and
creating a separate police force,
and it is scheduled to stay until
1996.

It far-reachmg soc:al and po-
litical engineering is envisaged
then this has major implications
for the sovereignty of all nations
in the region.

From this angle, intervention
in Haiti looks like marking a
new watershed in the 150-year
battle between US imperialism
and the rest of the Americas.

Will Cuba be next?

Swedish Tories

By Paul Clarke

THE RIGHT-wing coalition
government in Sweden, led
by Carl Bildt's conervative

“Moderate” party, has been:

beaten in the September 19
general election by the Social

Democrats.

- The Social Democrats, who
ruled Sweden for decades before
the right wing came to power in

1991, won 45.6 per cent of the

vote, alone gaining more voies
than the four right-wing parties
of the government coalition, who
garnered 41.1 per cent of the
vote between them.

An overall majority for the left

" was secured by the 6.1 per cent

vote for the Left party, most of
whose members come from the
former Communist Party, while
the green Environment Party
won five per cent of the vote.
The extreme right New De-
mocracy party failed to get the 4

per cent needed to get parlia-
mentary representation.

The question now posed is
what coalition of parties wili
form the government.

" Welfare state

While the right-wing coalition
made huge attacks on Sweden’s
welfare state, the Social Demo-
crats have made no clear com-
mittment to reverse these cuts.

Social Democrat leader
Ingvar Carlsson wanted to form

| acoahtlon with the Liberals, one |

of the participants in the pre-
vious government coalition; but
this objective has been under-
mined in the decline of the Lib-
erals vote.

Carlsson has ruled outas “un-
realistic” attempts to form a coa-
lition with the Left Party or the
Environment Party, since the So-

cial Democrats are likelyto come -

into sharp conflict with these
forces over social security cuts
and other austerity measures.

hand to suppress move-
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LABOUR CONFERENCE

By Helen Shaw and
Pete Firmin

Tony Blair’s election as Labour
leader on July 16 was heralded as a
great exercise in party democracy;
but it presented little real choice to
left wing party members and trade
union affiliates.

In the short time since then, Blair has
already revealed himself as willing to go
to any length to gain the support of the
establishment in his quest to become
Prime Minister.

Blair’s victory has been widely her-
alded as the culmination of a long strug-
gle in the party between the
“modernisers” and the “traditionalists”.

The project of the modernisers has

been to make the Labour Party electable
at virtually any cost.

Initially, Blair’s election seemed to
have given a significant boost 4@ that
project. On August 5 the party had a 31
point lead over the Conservatives.

Now, however, the polls are virtually
identical to the state of play before Smith
died - prompting hasty press coverage of
the “new attack on Tory taxes” over the
few days following the latest polls.

The modernisers’ whole strategy has
been based not on providing any genuine
difference between Labour and Tory, but
on convincing the electorate of Labour’s
ability to do the same thing better. This
inevitably means that successive Labour

leaderships have worked to repudiate the -
last vestiges of socialist policy and Blair

has shown no sign of changing this ap-
proach. |

Market values

In his first two days as party leader he
bluntly repudiated any form of socialist
values and attacked the trade unions. His
inaugural speech was notable for his dec-
laration that the party must move away
from ‘Marxist socialism based on social
ownership’ and fully embrace the mar-
ket. |

The idea that the Labour Party leader-
ship has at any time this century had
anything to do with ‘Marxist socialism
based on social ownership’ is laughable.

But the use of the term ‘social owner-
ship’ as opposed to ‘old-fashioned na-
tionalisation’ 1s significant. It 1s clear
Blair wants to repudiate anything but the
market.

He said ‘common sense’ would be the
driving force behind Labour’s approach
to social policy rather than ideology. He

has lauded the family as ‘the essential,

stable social unit’. Whilst he attacked the
Tories for stigmatising single parents he
said that adults should not choose to have
children outside of stable relationships,
claiming that women who did so were
‘wrong’.

His pro-market view also came out on
taxation. He claimed that ‘only million-

aires will pay more tax under a Labour
government’. He has also been equally
keen to woo the middle classes by his
attitude to the trade unions warning them
that they should not expect privileged
access to the next Labour government.
Blair told BBC radio on July 22 that
unions would have no more influence
over the next Labour government than
employers and his urging of the RMT to
move to arbitration to settle the signal
workers dispute makes it clear that he
wasn’t exaggerating. |
The tactics of the modernisers have to
be judged against the background of
widespread disenchantment amongst
business and the middle classes with the
Conservative Party and a significant di-
vide in the ruling class, itself reflected in

divisions inside the Conservative Party.

On the one hand there are those who,
as a generalisation, defend and pursue the
interests of international finance capital -
continued high military spending, a
qualitative break with the post 1945 set-
tlement, anti-European (and invartably
pro-US) etc. On the other, is Thatcher’s

ruling class adversaries, tradittonally as-

sociated with manufacturing capital and
relatively pro-European.-

Accommodation

It is to the latter that Blair (and with
him the John Monks leadership of the
TUC) has accommodated ideologically.
They share the common belief that what
is required today is a more thorough in-
tegration within the project of European
unity and the establishment of what we
could describe as a post-cold war settle-
ment to replace the post 1945 consensus
- this time based far more explicitly on
capital’s interests.

While the Conservatives remain di-
vided - and the Major leadership has

largely failed to paper over the increasing
number of cracks - Blair’s aim is to ex-
ploit the situation in order to establish
Labour as the new, natural governmental
representative of pro-European capital

for the next century.

There have been a number of indica-

tors that this project is progressing, at

least in so far as small sections of the
ruling class are taking tentative steps
away from the Tories and making over-
tures to Blair.

Despite repeated assurances and fig-
ures indicating recovery in the economy
and pointing towards steady, non-infla-
tionary growth, the conventional as-
sumption that this will translate mto
support for the government has not
proved to be correct.

The last recession hit the middle
classes hard. House prices significantly
dropped after a boom in the late 1980s
and the shake-out in the labour market
not only affected the working class but
hit the service sector and white-collar
employees. |

Career uncertainty

The insecurity in the labour market
and the increasing flexibility in working
practices has meant even middle class
professionals now face constant career
uncertainty and even they are forced to
accept terms and conditions previously
deemed unacceptable. -

Economists at Morgan Grenfell have
commented in the Financial Times:

“In people’s perceptions the recovery
is not due to the government’s good man-
agement but to an accident - our depar-
ture from the Exchange Rate Mechanism.

And a government that got re-elected on

the basis that it was the party of low
taxation then hit voters with one of the

largest tax increases in history”.

Companies ranging from the Japanese
electronic games manufacturer Sega to
the security group Securicor are queuing
for exhibition stalls at Labour’s Confer-
ence in October.

Corporate images

The Labour Party’s corporate rela-
tions manager commented, “It really
feels as if we are pushing at an open door.
Corporate UK is clearly disillusioned
with the Tories”. The pro-Labour think
tank, the Institute of Public Policy Re-
search now includes amongst its clients
Rupert Murdoch’s News International,
and multi-nationals Glaxo and Shell.

Their chief economist Mr Dan Corry
said, “Our clients want to know what a

- Labour party is going to do because it is
quite obvious to some of them that a

Labour government is what they are go-
ing to end up with”.

Marks and Spencer invited Blair to
talks about whether the company could
give financial backing to the Labour

Party. At the same time there were re-

ports that David Sainsbury, the million-
aire supermarket chief, financially
backed Blair’s campaign for the Labour
leadership. | |
Whilst Labour’s public relations ma-
chine is keen to emphasise that Blair
could not be expected to tailor policies in
exchange for financial backing this de-

velopment indicates the distance the

party has travelled to the right with the
“modernising” project.

The Blair-led Labour Party has also
had a significant impact on the standing
of the third major party in Britain, the
Liberal Democrats.

Their popularity in the recent past has
rested on being anti-Tory but not linked

to the trade unions and the left as Labour

has been.  In many constituencies in







