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JONATHAN AITKEN, at the Michael Portillo (Employment Clarke to offer new tax cuts in the
centre of the latest sleaze Secretary), a key player in moves hopes of buying another Tory
: : T : to destroy the welfare state. election victory.
allegations, is a millionaire. They divide the responsibilities This is government by
re tives a life of fuxury, between them. Aitken, with millionaires, for millionaires - at

including stays atthe Chancellor Kenneth Clarke, holds  the expense of tens of millions of

£1,000-a-night Ritz Hotel in Paris,  gqn spending on social security, ~ working people. It's worse than

for wplch‘ he assures us he paid health and education; Lilley cuts sleazy. It’s capitalism.

the bill himself. _ back on pensions, sick pay and To fight capitalism, we need an
He Is a member of John Major's  penefits for claimants; and alternative.

cabinet, where he sits with other  pgijjiq devises ways to throw the That's why Socialist Outlook

millionaires, who also live lives of 2 g million unemployed off the supporters are campaigning in

luxury. : : register and press-gang them into  defence of the welfare state, and

But Mr Aitken is also Chief low-paid and part-time jobs. fighting in the Labour Party and in
Secretary lo the Treasury, and They all have a common the unions against Tony Blair’s
with co-thinkers Peter Lilley nurpose: to cut welfare state retreat from Clause Four.

(Social Security Secretary) and provision far enough to enable Join us.
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‘SOCIAL
JUSTICE’

Labour’s new

poverty plan -
page 4.
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Tories put boot into jobless millions -

-

1.

-

by Harry Sloan

THE NEW Tory plans to
scrap unemployment benefit
and income support, and
bring in a ‘Jobseekers Al-
owance’ are a body blow to
millions of today’s and to-
morrow’s unemployed

The present 12-month enti-
tlement to unemployment bene-
fit is to be slashed to six months,
while pressure will be stepped
up to press-gang the unem-
ployed into low-paid jobs.

The government itself pre-

dicts that as a result of the new

policies 90,000 will lose all
benefits and entitlements in the
first year, while another
150,000 will find their benefits
cut back and subject to new
means-testing.

Young workers

Hardest hit will be young
workers aged 18-24, who are
made redundant. They will no
longer be entitled to unemploy-
ment benefit, no matter how
long they have been working
and paying National Insurance
contributions. Instead they will
receive only a much lower,
means-tested benefit.

Women made redundant who
have working partners will lose
six months of non means-tested
benefit.

The automatic entitlement to
£28 per week unemployment
benefit for adult dependents is
also to be scrapped, forcing
workers made redundant to sub-
mit immediately to means test-
ing.

But benefit cuts are only a
part of the brutal Tory package,
which is designed to make life
misery for'those on the dole.

The reduced amounts paid
out under the Jobseeckers Allow-
ance will be conditional on the
claimant signing a ‘contract’
with their dole office, which
tightens even further the re-

virement on them to be ‘ac-
tively seeking work’.

This new policy runs along-

side Employment Secretary

Portillo’s decision to ‘crack

down’ on the unemployed by
doubling to 135,000 the target
for claimants to have their bene-

fits stopped for allegedly not

seeking work.

Dole staff will be given dra-
conian new powers to vet the
dress, appearance and behav-
iour of claimants.

Low pay

Social Security Secretary Pe-
ter Lilley made it quite clear that
the objective is to force more
unwilling claimants into low-
paid and part-time work:

“The new rules will make it
crystal clear. Those who. pay
taxes and National Insurance
should not have to subsidise
people who make no attempt to
get a job.”

Lilley and his Thatcherite
soul-mate Portillo have both
identified themselves with calls
for a US-style ‘workfare’ sys-
tem in which the jobless are
forced to do menial work for
their benefits. |

The Jobseekers Allowance

‘contract’ could form the plat-
form for introduction of a work-
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Grim prospects for tomorrow’s young workers as full time jobs disappear
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nder Portillo even Jobcentre and dole staff face the axe

fare system.

In the meantime Lilley is pro-
moting the concept of a ‘Backto
Work Bonus’ scheme under
which the unemployed would
work part time for little or no
actual wages, but build up
‘credits’ to be cashed in when
eventually they find a job.

Lilley claims that up to
£1,000 could be stored up 1n a
lump sum bonus, though how
long it would take.a part-timer
on poverty pay to earn this much
1s not revealed.

Bribe

Perhaps the claimant could
then invest the cash in bribing a
Tory MP to ask a question 1n
parliament.

With so few full-time jobs

-~

available, it is unlikely that
many claimants would volun-
tarily enter a scheme that offers
absolutely nothing today, and
only the specious promise of a
big pay-out some time in the
indefinite future.

Dumped

Stranded in the midst of this
onslaught are 500,000 unem-
ployed who are aged over 50,
with little or no hope of finding

work, and countless individuals
dumped through redundancies

onto the scrap heap.

The recent launch of the Wel-
fare State Network as a cam-
paign to link all those fighting
the Tory offensive against
health and welfare rights offers
an opportunity to reach out to

HEAIEE
another
nasty idea

The Back to Work Bonus
is the latest of a series
of schemes thought up to
harass the unemployed.

Since 1989, when the
Tories tightened up the
‘actively seeking work’
rules, they have intro-
duced:

B Compuisory Johplan
workshops after one year
I ED

B Compulsory Restart
after two years unem-
ployed.

M A range of pilot
workfare schemes

‘Training for Work’,

designed to compel job-
less youth into miser-
ahle and fraudulent
‘training’ schemes on
ain of losing benefits.

those hit hardest by the Jobseek-
ers Allowance. |

Civil service unions, whose
members have been called upon
to act.as Lilley’s stormtroopers,
and who themselves now face
the loss of another 3,000 jobs
from Job Centres and dole of-
fices, must take the lead in or-
ganising resistance, backed by
other unions and the wider la-
bour movement.

A fightback could reach out
to organise and mobilise sup-
port from the unemployed.

o far the Tories have felt
able to attack the unemployed
with impunity. It’s time to turn
the tide. | |

for health & welfare
Get the bulletin
of the Welfare
State Network!

Affiliation is just £25 for
unions and Labour Par-
ties, £10 for pensioners
and unemployed groups.
Individiual sub’s are £5
waged, £3 unwaged.

Send your cheque to Wel-
fare State Network, c/o
Southwark Trade Union
Support unit, 42 Braganza
Street, London SE 17.



IN T[-IEORY nobody should be that
shocked or surprised by the latest

revelations of Tory sleaze.

The party of big business wouid, after -

all, be expected to refiect the values of big
business — the grasping corruption, the

ruthless profit-seeking and the secretive
decision-making networks that are an in- |

~ tegral part of the ‘free market’ system.
Business chiefs who funnel money into
the Tory Party will obviously expect a
few favours inreturn.

As long as this is the case, then it 1s
inevitable that every so often evidence of
this nether-world will rise to the surface,
like methane bubbling from a swamp.

But the disasters that have rocked John
Major’s cabinet in the past two weeks
may have inflicted more fundamental
damage on the credibility of the Tories.
~~ As we go to press, two junior nunisters

have resigned; a vice chair of the Tory
Party has resigned from a lobbying com-
pany and is under pressure to step down
from her party post; a heavy cloud of
unanswered questions and improper con-

duct hangs over the head of the Chief
Secretary tothe Treasury; and Home Sec- |

retary Michael Howard has been quizzed
over his links with Han'ods owner Mo-
hamed Al-Fayed. |

'Perhaps in these post-Dallas days itis .

the tendency for politics to grow closer to

- soap-opera which grabs the public’s an-
ger and raises indignation. The Tories

appear almost like Hollywood stereo-
types. -

Ordinary people have been given a
horrifying glimpse into the jet-set life-

style of MPs quietly pocketing lavish

consultancy fees, with millionaire minis-
- ters routinely scoffing £200 dinners and
allegedly ‘forgetting’ how they paid bills
for£1l OOO-a-mght hotel rooms (breakfast
extm') -

Equally reminiscent of soap-opera 1S
the outbreak of bitter feuds within the

Symptoms
sleazy syst
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Tory establishment.
The latest round of revelatlons broke

only because Mohamed Al-Fayed, a frus-

Tea at the Rllz? Ma;ar shares a cuppa with sleaze row mimster Nell Hammon

trated Tory, resented the fact that his
£250,000 donation to John Major’s elec-

ticn funds and his generous hand-outs of

hospitality to what he thought were key

results he had paid for.

- players among MPs failed to produce the

enabling him to do so has been the extent

to which sections of the Tory press have

now turned against Major, and have will- -

ingly taken up this fresh evidence of his

incorfipetence and the rottenness of his

| govemment.

Hush site
This was why the heat was brought to

‘bear on Tory vice-chair Angela Rumbold

for her key role in a lobbying firm which
helped persuade Transport Secretary
Brian Mawhinney to site a new Channel
Tunnel rail-link station on an obscure

‘area of Kent marshland rather than the

favouared site in East L.ondon. |
Each time a minister bites the dust it
Creates new polmcal after-shocks for Ma-
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age.

~tions: out of perspective.
While Al-Fayed has vowed to wreak.- .
his revenge, the most significant factor

jor: Jonathan Aitken is a Thatcherite right
winger, as are Neil Hamilton and Rum-
bold. The in-fighting within the party and
challenges to Major’s authority further
weaken his ablhty to control Dress Cover-

Despite the political repercussions, we
should not get the latest ‘sleaze’ allega-

In relative terms the consultancy fees,

‘hotel bills, bribes and sweeteners that

have preoccupied the press since the

“cash for questions TOW ﬁrst erupted are
‘peanuts. i

The Ebosfleet statlon project will
bnng not just.a few grand, but tens of
millions for developers Blue Circle. And

“for fifteen years British business as a

whole has cashed in handsomely on its

~ investment in the Tory Party, with most

of the rewards openly carried out through
the front door rather than the back.

Top-paid bosses have shared out tax
cuts of £20 billion; Lloyds ‘names’ have

- been generously bailed ou to the tune of

billions; companies have exploited the
barrage of draconian anti-union laws;

others are celebrating the deregulation of

~ the labour market and the scrapping of

_ ak Ia e ‘
flght |nt0 unions

wages councils, allowing them to force
pay levels even lower; and City specula-
tors have creamed off billions in profits
from privatisation.

Tories are going through a rough
patch: but they have remained dedicated
to the class they represent. For all John
Major’s rhetoric about ‘one nation’ and a
‘classless society’, they know they are in
office to line the pockets of the rich.

" Breaking jinks
But what of Labour? While Major

keeps faith with his class, Labour’s lead-

ership is in the midst of a turn away from
any serious link to Party’s historic base

in the organised working class. |
- While class war Tories shamelessly
feather their nests and plan more vicious

attacks on the unemployed and the entire
welfare state, Labour fosters illusions

‘that ‘consensus’ and ‘social justice’ can

be obtained under capitalism.
TUC and union leaders follow suit,
abandoning any effort to co-ordinate re-

sistance, and instead tamely inviting -

Tory ministers to their conferences.
Labour’s policy pronouncements now

not only accept the free market of capi-

talism, but set out to prolong it. Tony
Blair wants to scrap Clause: Four, which
is the last vestige of a commitment to

work through parllament for a different "

type of society.
Working class people are outraged and

angry not just at the latest symptoms of

Tory sleaze, but at the way they are

abused, cxploxted and repmsed by asys-
tem of crisis that benefits a.wealthy_few
Smug, grinning sound-bites from Tony

Blair echo none of their anger and frus-

tration,
That’s why the ﬁght to defend Clause

Four, and for a bold programme of social-
ist policies to go to the root of a sleazy,

~ brutal system, must be waged throughout

the labour movement.

Defend Clause
Four, Defend
Socialism

Campaign launch rally

Saturday November 12, Ipm
St Aloysius Hall, Phoenix Rd., NW1

near Euston Station (Evershoit st. exit)
Affiliations: minimum £10; send 1o NUM, 2
- Huddersfield Rd., Bamnsley, Yorks.

TONY Blair’s attack on
Clause Four must be tought

by all trade unionists.

Behind the leadership’s me-
dia-friendly sound hites lies
an attempt to get the rank and
file of the 1abour movement to
accept capitalism as perma-
nent and unalterable.

Clause Four stands in the
way of Blair’s desire to con-
vince the bosses that “capital-
ism is safe in our hands”.

He sees it as an impedi-
ment to getting his friends in
high places to understand that
Labour is a pro-capitalist party.

The Labour leadership is try-

| mg to build a broad front

v‘éxﬂx«'wwﬁqéi‘ é‘és&‘"

against socialism — mvolvmg
everyone who has a stake i in
the present system.

In this context Clause Four
is an important symbol, and

~ the fight to defend it is key

test of sirength for the left in
the labour movement.

Greed

At stake is the commitment
to fight for a compietely differ-
ent type of society — not run
by the greed of bosses, but
hased on an equitable
shareout of the fruits of indus-
try.

That’s why Tony’s friends in
the City despise it so.

And it is why trades unionist
must take a stand. Getting rid
of the Clause is an attempt o

v v k E D é-#mﬂ‘&#&'ﬂ%’ﬁ

demobilise opposition to capl-
talism and to the bosses oﬂen-
sive.

Blair’s new conshtutlon
aims to hreak Labour from its

-working class base. This
~would be a hackward step for
~ all workers.

The removal et lhe Clause

- would be a victory for the rich
“and for all the “new realists”
- who have given up the fight

against the Tories.

Pressure must be put on
every trade union leadership,
especially on those with a big
membership in the pubiic sec-
tor, to oppose the change in
constitution and to back the
campaignh in defence of Clause
Four.
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HOME NEWS

Moving
backwards
from
Beveridge

By Aidan Day

JOHN SMITH'’s brainchild,
Labour’s much-vaunted ad-
visory body, the Commis-
sion on Social Justice, caves
in to the Tories on every is-
sue that counts.

Its recommendations mean
more means-testing, less bene-

fits for workers and the unem-

ployed cuts in pensions and
cuts in student grants.

‘While Tory ministers are liv-
ing it up in Paris hotels and
bosses are getting million pound
pay offs, the Labour Party’s ad-
visors are lecturing us on “re-
sponsible” wage rises and the
need to decrease welfare expen-
diture.

This is a report that concedes

ank Fteld opens gate as
Labour stampedes to market

would “think the unthinkable”.
The problem is that the Tories
have been thinking the content
of this report for two decades.
No wonder the bosses’ Institute
of Directors has welcomed it.
Far from being a “New

all the ground we fought®™ Beveridge” this is a tame justi-

Thatcher for in the eighties.

Affordable

Most importantly it ties lev-
els of welfare to what the bosses
deem “affordable”. When this is
combined with more means
testing it has an unavoidable re-
sult — the burden of the capital-
1st crisis is for the working class
to carry.

It makes no challenge to the
basic inequalities of class soci-
ety and accepts that the market
is the ultimate arbiter of what is

- affordable. This makes cuts in-

evitable. |
Someone is going to have to
pay for the crisis — and its go-
ing to be us.
When John Smith launched
this commission he said it

fication for all the shifts in wel-
fare that the Tories have sought
to implement.

This is particularly true when

‘it comes to tax on benefit. It is

proposed now only for the “bet-
ter off”’. But by advocating it the
authors make possible a mas-
sive extension at a later date.

Costs

This must be what they have
in mind for, as the Child Poverty
Action Group point out, the pre-
sent administration costs make
it barely worthwhile.

The Tory attacks have
proved beyond doubt that “tar-
geting” means cuts.

The Tories have struggled
long and hard to stop people

Bam Gomunity Conference
A WORKING CONFERENCE FOR PUBLIC
SECTOR SERVICE PROVIDERS AND USERS

UNITE & ACT

IN DEFENCE OF PUBLIC

SECTOR JOBS & SERVICES!

Sat 19 November 10.30 - 4.30 Union Club,
723 Pershore Road, Selly Park Birmingham.

Entry £5/£1/50p. Details (0121) 451 2559.

.........

No justice in Commission’s feeble plan for Labour

thinking of benefit asa
right. This is what is
behind the vocabulary
of targeting. The report
accepts the vocabu-
lary, accepts the strat-
egy, and accepts the
result.

This1s why the com-
mission is a step back-

wards from Beveridge. Fartunately nurses ha ve been more wmmg than Labour to defend NHS

It surrenders the most
significant things he fought for,

not least of all a collective re-

sponsibility to the elderly.

Pensions

It backs breaking the link be-
tween pensions and earnings.
Workers are to be asked to pay
higher contributions to pay for
an increase. It says nothing
about ending VAT on fuel and
even proposes to extend the re-
tirement age of women to 65.

The private sector will be-
come more involved, and the
basic pension will be steadily
devalued in favour of means
testing. In other words, we’ve
got to look after ourselves.

So much for social responsi-
bility.

Instead of appealing to deep
feelings of concern and gener-
osity to the old the commission
advocates individual insurance
to pay for care. As Jack Jones
the campaigner for penstoners
said “millions of pensioners
were looking to the report.
There will be disappointment.”

Pipe Dreams

Although there are a great
number of fine phrases about

By Bob Whitehead

Unite to defend the public

sector!

That’s the message of the
Birmingham Community Con-
ference on 19 November,
which has attracted wide-
spread sponsorship from
trade unions, Labour Parties
and health and community
groups.

It will consider a statement
demanding an increase in
public spending and set up a
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the “aim” of full employment,
“redistributing joblessness” and
making nursery provision a
“high priority” this 1s all to be
permitted only in the context of
creating and developing a “dy-
namic market economy”’.

As the market shows less and
less ability to provide for even
the most basic of needs there is
iittle chance of any of these
wishes coming true. Without an
economic alternative they be-
come mere pipe dreams.

If you look at the authors this
iS NO surprise.

It’s the product of bosses Sir

‘Gordon Borrie and Christopher

Haskins, SDP splitter Bernard
Williams and the Liberal Demo-
crat Steven Webb. Why should
the Labour Party get these peo-
ple to make its policy?

Intimidation

There 1s no mention of bring-
ing back into public ownership
the privatised industries, repeal-
ing anti-union laws or cutting
military expenditure.

There are no proposals for
job creation.

Instead the report supports
wage cuts to pay for the crists:

local campaigning body to
call for a public demonstra-
tion.

The Tories are set on sav-
aging the welfare state in the
Autumn budget no matter how
low their popuiarity sinks.

Benefits, jobs and services
are all in the firing line.

They can only get away
with it because of the lack of
resistance from the labour
movement.

It is vital to coordinate the
various campaigns and unite
them with the iabour move-

“unemployment and inflation
can be kept down only if the
average increase in earnings is
no higher than the average in-
crease in productivity”: in other
words, work harder for less
money.

While doing no more than
“considering” a wealth tax it ex-
plicitly advocates making social
security harder to claim. This 1s
Portillo-style intimidation —
frighten claimants off to save
money.

It airs the figure of £3.50 for
a minimum wage — signifi-
cantly less than Labour’s pre-
sent £4.10. But simultaneously
it wamns “clearly a minimum
wage which is set too high will
produce job losses”: another
concession to the Tories.

As well as laying the basis for
further inroads into welfare pro-
vision it backs a graduate tax

and the ending of grants in fa-
vour of loans.

When average student over-
drafts are hitting arecord £2,500
Borrie declares that “the burden
of expansion in higher educa-
tion will have to be borne by...
full time university students liv-
ing away from home”.

Birmingham defends
public services

ment on a local basis — o
unite the providers and users
of services in dynamic cam-
paigns of rallies, demonstra-
tions and industrial action.

This is what we’re trying to
do in Birmingham.

if we can turn the declara-
tions of support achieved s¢
far into active support then
we’ll have gone a long way o
building a part of a national
campaign to put anend to
these incessant attacks, and
maybe the government as
well.
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Right to Strike

By Greg Tucker,
SMTUC Secretary

THE FIRST year of the Tory
government saw the highest
number of strikes for 50

years. This year had the least.

Vicious anti-union legisla-
tion has made it almost impos-
sible to hold a legal stnnke —
while “new realism” has made
the union leaders unwilling to
even try.

The Fight for the Right to
Strike Conference on 26 No-
vember wants to turn this situ-
ation around. Despite all the
restrictions it is still possible to
fight to defend the interests of
working people. At least five
groups of workers have con-
fronted anti-union laws in the
past year. |

B College lecturers —

walked out in spite of a legal

judgement forcing NATFHE to
give a completely accurate (and
therefore impossible) list of all
balloted members before going
on strike. |

M Postal workers -— massive
walkouts in Liverpool, Milton
Keynes and all over London and

the south-east in a battle against -

casualisation and excessive
part-time overtime.

M Firefighters — new con-
tracts withdrawn 1in Merseyside
after spontaneous “emergency
only” industrial action and a
mass demonstggtion of 10,000
FBU members.

M Local government workers
— Sefton UNISON action
against privatisation leads to a
withdrawal of council plans de-
spite two branch officers being
taken to court.

B Signalworkers strike —
despite legal restrictions ham-

pering the broadening of the dis-

Fight for the
Right to Strike

CONFERENCE

Saturday 26 November

10am - 5 pm The Union Club

/23 Pershore Rd Birmingham

SPEAKERS:

KEN CAMERON c.. scrsu
DOREEN CAMERON ¢... navruc
BOB CROWE A.. . scc ruT

Jointly organised by the Socialist Movement Trade Un-
ion Gommittee, Socialist Campaign Group Supporters’
Network, Fublic Sector Alliance, Trade Union News and
the Birmingham, Oxford and Lambeth Trades Councils.
o £20 sponsoring organisations » £8 delegates e £5 indl-
viduals e £3 unwaged e Send cheques payabie fo ‘Right to
Strike Conference’ to PO Box 6498, London N1 1QW.
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pute it becomes the longest in
the history of the union and wins
a partial victory.

Our movement ts far from |

dead. |

With Tony Blair’s back
turned on working class strug-
gle, and Tory talk of banning
strikes in “essential services”
it’s ttme to get organised.

The Socialist Movement
Trade Union Committee has
joined forces with Lambeth and

Birmingham Trades Councils to

organise the Fight for the Right
to Strike Conference. It will
provide a unique opportunity to

~discuss a strategy to unshackle

the unions from Tory laws.

Barriers
In plenary debate and work-

- shop discussion the conference

will discuss how to overcome
the present barriers to action and
how to build solidarity action
despite the anti-union laws.

We will be debating what sort
of legal alternatives we want —
and how we get a future Labour
government to give us them, as
well as how we block future
Tory plans to impose further re-
strictions on our rights.

The conference 1s not just a
talking shop. It aims to build a
network of supporters taking up
our demands and organising
solidarity across our movement.

We urge all trade unions to
promote and support this con-
ference.
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time on post

By a postal worker

TIME IS running out on Post

Office privatisation. After
three months of talking, the
cabinet is still divided.

The consultation period has
shown widespread support for
the public sector option. It has
united all major opposition par-
ties and a handful of Tory back-
benchers.

Do the Tories risk the
partial privatisation op-
tion, and face down all
opposition with a wa-
tered down version of
their proposals, or do
they retain the Post Of-
fice in the public sector?

With pressure on the
Tories mounting over
sleaze 1n government the
last thing they want 1s a
bloody nose over this.

However it would not
be the first tme that the
Tories have pursued an
unpopular policy in the
name of dogma: Heselt-

Lacking stamp of authority

privatisation

The campaign will be won
or lost by a successful mobili-
sation of all those in opposi-
tion in the first few weeks of
any announcement.

It can give postal workers the
confidence to use all options
available — including strike ac-
tion. |

This kind of campaign 1s a

million miles from the minds of

leaders of the UCW postal
workers union.

““““““

ine’s Tory party confer- o
ence speech appealed to that. It is likely that a major na-
There is also significant sup-  tional demonstration would be

port for privatisation from sec-
tions of big business and of
course the Post Office board
themselves.

An announcement of privati-
sation by the government
should be met by an immediate
response. |

The campaign against priva-
tisation has so far been concen-
trated on encouraging letter
writing and lobbying MPs.
There should be a massive dem-
onstration against privatisation.

Throughout the summer
there has been an impressive
number of local activities. A na-
tional focus 1s now needed. As
the demonstrations in support of
the miners in October 1992
showed, hundreds of thousands
can be brought onto the streets.

- But we also need to draw the
lessons of that campaign. When
the mass demonstrations
stopped, the Tory revolt crum-
bled.

Set the unions free!

TONY BENN has
presented a Bill to
Parliament which would
give an incoming Lahour
Secretary of State the
power to remove any laws
or regulations which
impose unfair restriction

oh trade unions.

As Benn says:

“The wording of the Bill
follows exactly the wording
of the present De-requlation
Bill which confers similar

~ powers on ministers to re-
move hurdens on husiness.”

Benn is sending the text

of his proposal to all union
general secretaries, seeking
their support in winning en-
dorsement for it at next
year’s TUC and Labour Party
conferences, and a commit-
ment that the next Labour
government would introduce
such tegislation.

- This will scarcely delight
Tony Blair or his supporters
in the union bureaucracy,
who have gone out of their
way to disavow any intention
of repealing the Tory anti-un- -
ion laws, and would dearly -
love to keep their distance
from the issue.

P oy

called as an end in itself, with
the tried, tested and failed meth-
ods of parliamentary procedure
— petitioning and lobbying To-
ries — the next part of the cam-
paign.
~ Any announcement that the
Post Office will be privatised
needs to be arallying point of all
those UCW members who want
to fight.
Pressure needs to be applied

by UCW branches on the lead-

ership of the union to carry out
conference policy of building
massive opposition — including
giving consideration to strike
action.

-—
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HOME NEWS

By Terry Smith

200 000 people in the North
West have signed a petition,

and October 28 saw a dem-

onstration in Liverpool op-

posing the closure of the

city’s Blood Transfusion
Centre, which serves Mer-
seyside and North Wales.

The Centre, whose work

would be moved to Manchester,

IS one of five to be axed out of a
total of 15, under new plans .

published in September by the
National Blood Authority.
‘Other centres facing the chop
are Lancaster, Oxford,
Brentwood and Plymouth, as
the NBA seeks to cut £10-£12m

from a Blood Service budget of

£135m, slashing at least ten
percent of the 4000 workforce.

Slower deliveries

Though the NBA boasts that
its new network would deliver

blood supplies to any hospital
within 2 hours, this would be a
‘worsening of performance:
most centres already do better.

The plans arise from a
£600,000 review of the biood

service by management con-

donors kebabed
2,

sultants brought in by the NBA’s
controversial chief executive

: John Adey.

Adey, until he took the reins
at the NBA, was Chairman of

Baxter’s Healthcare, the monop-

oly supplier of blood bags to the
NHS!

Health unions warn that the
closure, linked with plans to run

- the entire network of blood do-
- nors from just three Zonal head-
- quarters in Leeds, Bristol and

North London, will break up
skilled and dedicated teams,

- leave panels of donors unable to
~ give blood, jeopardise the treat-
- ment of patients with blood dis-

orders, and risk a total
dislocation of blood supplies.
Though blood is given free by

donors, under the new NHS

market system hospitals are
charged for each unit of bicod
they consume.

European market

NBA chiefs have been sound-
ing out internal management
views on possibly extending
this to selling British blood

products on the European mar-

ket.
The NBA closure package is

~ theoretically open for consult-

ation until November 11: but
Adey has declared that it would
‘take an earthquake to change
his mind.

Healthworkers and cam-
paigners in all the threatened
localities are doing their best to
create one.

Local government pay deal

Old wine in

By Fred Leplat

Islington UNISON
‘A’ branch

UNIONS representing one
and a half million council
workers accepted a pay of-
fer on 14 October which
differs little from the pre-
vious ‘final’ offer. It has
been slightly repackaged
to marginally benefit the
low paid.

Under a two year deal,
workers will get 1.5 per cent
and £100 backdated to July
this year and 1.4 per cent and
£100 from June 1995. The
old offer was 1.7 per cent and
£75 this year, and 1.4 per
cent and £75 next year.

For a council worker on
£15,000 a year this will mean
£6 more a week. Inflation and
tax rises make this a cut in
real terms.

Worst of.ail itis a two year
deal which does not bind the

~ employers to increase pay

with inflation. According to

UNISON, the employees ac-

cepted that the unions could
re-open negotiations. o+
At a time of mounting dis-
satisfaction over pay at Jag-
uar and on the rail, and when
pay settlements are around

new bottles

four per cent local govern-
ment union leaders could
have organised a fight for a
substantially improved offer.
However the UNISON local

- government service group ex-

ecutive trampled union de-
mocracy and settled without
organising industrial action.

A special delegate confer-
ence had been organised to
follow a ‘consultation exer-
cise’ of the membership in
August.

Yet when this ‘consult-
ation’ produced a small ma-
jority for rejection of the
‘final’ offer, the special dele-
gate conference was
promptly cancelied!

Activists in UNISON ur-

- gently need to build a left in

the union to defend democ-
racy and win policies to de-
fend pay, jobs and
conditions. The CFDU confer-
ence on 3 December is a step
towards that. |

m Campaign for a Fighting

‘Democratic Union launch
-conference Saturday
December 3. 10am - 4pm

Swathmore Centre,

4 Woodhouse Square
Leeds.

£5 delegates, £3 visitors. -
Details (0181) 464 333 ex-
tension 3273.

.....

Shefﬁeld
steeled @
against cuts

® 85,000 people have so far

signed the petition copposing
plans to close one of SHEF-
FIELD's two busy Accident &
Emergency units, as the Tories’
hospital closure programme

- grinds on across the country.

All parties
say ‘no
closure’

@® In north London, 50,000
copies of a 12-page Hands Off
Our Hospitals tabloid newspa-
per have been distributed by

- campaigners fighting the clo-

sure of EDGWARE Hospital
by Barnet Health Authority.
The paper has been funded

through advertisements from

local unions, community
groups, political parties and
small businesses.

Hundreds joined a lively .

demonstration on October 29
demanding the health authority

- drop the closure plan, which has

been opposed by MPs and

- councillors from all three main

THE FINANCIAL and po-
litical scandal surrounding
the building of the giant
Health Care International
private hospital in Clyde-
bank refuses to die down.

As widely predicted, the
£180 million hospital’s opening
was almost immediately fol-
lowed by a cash crisis and the
threat of bankruptcy: the short-
fall this year is £15m.

Now there 1s even talk of the
government stepping in to bail
out the bankers by buying it for
the NHS.

The hospital was built —

the teeth of huge public opp031-
tion and warnings that it would

be a white elephant — with gov-

ernment subsidies totalling

£30m.
In addition there was a £4m

loan from the job creation
 quango Scottish Enterprise.

It now turns out this loan was
unsecured, and that the final
£1m was paid even after offi-
cials knew HCI was 1n financial
trouble. In the event the hospital

Will Tories bail out
private hospital?

has employed only 400 of the
promised 1,800 new jobs.
Touting

Also contrary to early prom-
ises that the hospital intended to
fly in private patients from
abroad, HCI has been trying to
solve its problems by touting

for contracts to treat NHS pa-
tients — the latest being a £1m

contract to treat waiting list

cases from the West Midlands!

Now, amid international de-
bate over the rescheduling of its
huge debts, and appeals from
HCI for exemption from its
£1m VAT bill, 1t appears that
Scottish Tories are pressing for
a study of how much it would

cost to buy up the hospital and

convert it for NHS use.
Estimates suggest a bill as
high as £40m: but who would

get the contracts? And who
would foot the bill?

- With red faces bobbing in
the clear blue water, the ma-
noeuvres will continue behind
the scenes.

parties in all three boroughs -
fected.

Central Mld
hits back

@ Over 80 people turned out
to a public meeting on October
25 to boost the campaign in de-
fence of Central Middlesex
Hospital.

The hospital 1s threatened
under plans drawn up by the

- Brent & Harrow health author-

ity, which would oblige pa-
tients from the deprived
Harlesden Willesden and
Wembley areas to choose be-
tween long and awkward jour-
neys to St Mary’s Hospital,
Paddmgton orNoﬂ:hwwk Park
in Harrow.

Islington
qgueues
lengthened

@ Cash has already run out
for non-emergency treatment at
London’s Whittington Hospi-
tal. The Trust has closed the
doors on local waiting list pa-
tients five months before the
end of the financial year as a
result of spending cuts imposed
by the Camden & Ishngton
health authority. .

Non-urgent cases will now

join the Whittington’s 3,000

waiting list until new money
becomes available next April.

Butin the meantime the pres-
sure on the Whittington will in-
tensify with the planned
January closure of casualty
Bart’s Hospital

Replacing
Labour’s

invisible man
@ LABOUR’s new Shadow
Health Secretary, Margaret

Beckett, has promised to take a
higher profile than her inglori-

- ous predecessor David

Blunkett. That should be easy.
Blunkett made little secret of
his contempt for the post and

the issue. He toock nine months

to come out with any clear op-
position to the massive hospital
closure programme in London.
Now all frustrated Labour:
activists need s a fighting pol-
icy to defend the NHS, in place
of the insipid evasions of
Blunkett’s half-baked consult-

ation document.
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RAISING THE BANNER OF SOCIALISM

Part one of a series by JOHN LISTER

JUST AS the capital-
ist market system
reaches a global im-
passe, condemning
billions to grinding
poverty and exploi-
fation, 'l'ony Blair's
right wing Labour
leadership has set
out to jettison the
Party’s historic com-
mitment to an alter-
native.

The fight to uphold
Clause 4 and for a
socialist perspective
and policy in Britain
is part of a fight for
an internationalist
perspective on the
overthrow of a sys-
tem that long ago
outlived its useful-

[ JHELOUDER the celebra-
tions of imperialist lead-
ers, the deeper the crisis
blighting the lives of billions of
working people around the

world.

Even as it congratulates itself for
outliving the miserable stalinist
caricature of ‘socialism’, the capi-
talist system continues to demon-
strate its total failure to satisfy the
most elementary needs of the ma-
jority of humankind.

And as it does so, the market
system continues relentlessly to
underline the political bankruptcy
of all political formations which
depend upon it and act to imple-
ment it — whether they be British

Tories, US Democrats, Spanish So-
cialists, Polish Communists or
ANC nationalists.

Exporting poverty

[ JHE MARKET system
brings daily misery to bil-
lions of people. Poverty,
hunger, disease, homelessness

are rampant. Absolute poverty is

at record levels.

53 per cent of the world’s popu-
lation live in the poorest coun-
tries, with an average income of
just $330 per person, sharing only
4.4 per cent of the world’s income.

The gap between these poor
countries and the advanced

———

“economies is growing. The richest

countries with 16 per cent of the
world’s population have average

incomes 59 times higher, with 78 .

per cent of the total income.

The wealth of Africa, with dou-
ble the populatlon of the USA, and
despite its huge natural resources,
is litle more than that of Belgium.
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again, there have been éngry
demonstrations against food and

fuel price increases and currency

devaluations ordered by the IMF.
Though privatisation has gone

slowly in Africa, with less than a

fifth of state firms sold off (and
almost none of them the economi-

Refugees fight for entry stamp into Jordan

ion
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The problems of poverty are
worsened by interventions of the
IMF, whose patent formulae for
establishing capitalist market
economies — privatising state en-
terprises, cutting state spending,
freeing up prices and stripping out
subsidies — have brought abject
misery to millions. Time and

. 0
o .

Growth of econom

cally vital ones such as airlines,

mining, telecoms or electricity)

lasting damage is being done by
the western prompted reforms. In
Zimbabwe, the imposition of
charges at health clinics has been
followed by a tripling of numbers
of women dying in childbirth.

In Zambia, the end of price con-
trols have brought ruin to peasant
maize farmers, while the textile
industry, stripped of government
protection, has collapsed.

In Ghana, the price of western
intervention has been the sale ata
knockdown price of half the gov-
emnment stake in Ashanti Gold-
fields — leaving Lonrho as the
largest shareholder. The $1.4-$1.7
billion expected for the shares
wonld increase the capitalisation
of Ghana’s stockmarket by more
than ten times. But still there are
fearb that if the World Bank pulled

A WORLD IN CRISIS

stability in the east: Abkhazid_n riots quelled by troops

% * O T
tv.\-. X \-Q,_‘ ‘:-:\S'\C'.' ? : ‘:
\\% “i,:‘\\ {‘b&} \:' 2 -.’ d .-:

*

7, o
>
vy
s,

Much of Africa remains on the
sidelines of the world economy.
The total of foreign direct invest-
ment in the continent for 1993 was
just £1.6 billion, less than three per
cent of global flows of investment.
The latest World Bank study does
not even measure this investment
or bother to assess its rate of re-
turmn. China, not Africa, is the larg-
est recipient of World Bank
project funding.

By contrast, the IMF early in 1994
agreed a new £1.5 billion package
to prop up the Yeltsin regime in
Russia, and to reinforce a $4 bil-
lion standby loan which is keep-
ing capitalist wolves from the door
who are demanding repayments
onthe old USSR’s $80 billion for-
eign debt.

With the main imperialist pow-
ers struggling to resolve their own
domestic economic problems,
and seeking maximum strategic
advantage from the collapse of
stalinist rule in the east, there will
be less chance than ever that Af-
rica or south Asia can attract the
capital they need to construct vi-
able capitalist economies.

For most imperialists there is
simply not enough to gain in Af-
rica for them to invest capital. The
law of uneven and combined de-
velopment, under which newly-
emerging capitalist enterprises are
forced immediately to compete in
a world market with the largest
and most technically advanced
and experienced multinationals,
makes it all but impossible for Af-
rica, Latin America or much of Asia
ever to achieve more than de-
pendent status.

Only measures running directly
counter to the capitalist free mar-
ket can hope to rectify this imbal-
ance: expropriating domestic and
international capital and offering
a cancellation of past debts; tech-
nical aid; educational pro-
grammes and a sustained

. l

eepening in

trade with more advanced econo-
“mies. |
To fight for this, marxist parties
based on the working class and
with a programme developing
Trotsky’s theory of permanent
revolution are needed to lead the
| combined stru ggle for genuine in-
dependence from imperialist
domination and for socialism,
which will link working class and
peasant struggles, and reject the
blind alleys of collaboration with
national or international capital
which have led many nationalist
movements astray.,

Crisis in the East
HE ATTEMPTS to ex-
tend the market system
into the ex-Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe have so far
led to a shocking increase of
misery. There has been an hort-
rific 40 per cent drop in indus-
trial production in Russia,
where nine per cent of enter-
prises are technically bankrupt,
and economic and financial
chaos throughout the ex-Soviet
republics. |

Yet the western bankers hail Po-
land’s deal to repay most of its £13
billion unpaid bank debts as a
success. Only Russia remains in
default. Reactionary regimes
seeking to roll back and privatise

‘the nationalised economies in the
ex-Stalinist states face not only

shortage of capital for investment.

Imperialism simply does not
have the resources needed to
construct new capitalist econo-
“mies on the ruins and wastelands
of decades of bureaucratic mis-

management.

There will be encouraging
words from the bankers, a few
selected projects will be favour-
bly regarded but, as the Poles
have found, [hlb “will fall far short

political obstacles at home, but a
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