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Smile, you're
on Candid
Camera!
Criminal
Justice Act
campaigners
took their
protest to
Michael
Howard’s
house, and
staged a
rooftop demo

New Tory bid

to con disabled

By John Lister

Employers will still be able
to discriminate against
disabled people — as long
as they can come up with
‘justifiable reasons’,
according to the minister
for the disabled, William

Hague. -
His limited proposals for
anti-discrimination legislation
outlined on November 24 fall

far short ofthe civil rights
which disabled groups have
heen demanding, and the pri-
vate members Bill from La-
hour MP Roger Berry which
ministers surreptitiously ar-
ranged to have defeated ear-
lier this year.

Scrapped under the new
plan is the current quota
scheme under which employ-
ers with 20 or more staff are
obliged to employ at least

three percent of registered

disabled people. The scheme
has heen almost universally
ignored, with little or no effort
made to force firms to comply.

Instead it will he made un-
lawful for an employer to treat
a disabled person less favour-
ably than others ~ unless
there are ‘justifiable rea-
sons’.

Employers will have to
make a ‘reasonable adjust-
ment where that would help
overcome the practical effects
of disability’ — but not if the

firm employs fewer than 20

staff, or if the costs are ‘ex-
cessive’.

- Employers ‘where practi-
cal’ will have to remove physi-
cal and communication
barriers preventing access by
disabled people to goods and
services — but again ‘only to
the extent that they are read-
ily achievable and subject to
a financial limit’.

Although one of the main
claimed reasons for defeating
Mr Berry’s Bill was its alleged
£17 billion cost of implemen-

{ation, the new government

plan has not yet been costed.

One estimate is that it
would cost employers about
£90m extra per year for the
next 15 years, though the In-
stitute of Directors, predict-
ably, complained that the
proposals contained ‘open-
ended commitments which
could prove very costly’.

- From the toothless propos-
als on display so far, it is
clear that the only extra jobs
to be created will be for the
nominees fo the new quango
which is to be set up to advise
the government, the National
Disability Council.

All this is further evidence
that the Tories are committed
to spending little and doing
less for the disabled.

‘School League

Table Lottery

By Roy Leach

FEW winners. Lots of los-
ers. A familiar story? The

Tories seem determined to

run education in the same

way as they do the lottery.
League tables at GCSE, A

level and SAT results are a cen-

tral plank of the marketisation

of education and reinstatement

of a new 11-plus.
For most parents the odds

.against them winning this edu-

cation lottery are high. There is
no enthusiasm for turning the
clock back to the Gram-
mar/Secondary divide.

To describe the present
league tables as crude is an un-

derstatement. Among the ab-

surdities are:

® the exclusion of pupils
who haven’t reached 16 in the
exam year;

® the inclusion of pupils
who have been placed in a
lower year and therefore have
not actually taken exams;

@ placing special schools
where many children may not
be able to read or write along-
side selective fee paying pri-
vate schools.

In one sense this does not
matter — the Tories are not
concerned with parents being
able to make informed choices.
They merely want to fuel the
education market place in
which parents send their chil-
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dren to the “best” schools.
‘And it is clear what the To-
ries have in mind by “best” —
they almost certainly mean
those which inculcate the ap-
propriate market philosophy of
success and don’t waste time
on working class “no hopers”.
Yet there are growing signs
that some in the ruling class are
not convinced that the changes
will bring “value for money” or

a workforce with the necessary
skills.

‘Progress’

This 1s why people are talk-
ing now about “value added”
league tables designed to take
“progress” into account. For
Gilhan Shephard — and prob-
ably David Blunkett too — this
means no more than comparing
GCSE results with key stage 2
SATs (the new 11-plus).

David Blunkett’s recent
conversion to “value-added”
league tables is an abject ca-
pitulation to the Tory ideologi-
cal and economic offensive. It
confirms the correctness of the
NUT’s campaign — not one test
- not one table.

No matter what the precise
method of selection turns out to
be 1t will rest upon the GCSE
exam and ignore the contribu-
tion that critical thought and
personal skills make to the de-
velopment of an individual —
the stuff of what real education
should be about.
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Riadle of risky measles jab campaign

By a health
promotion worker

TO GIVE an injection to every
child at school between the
ages of 5 and 16 is an im-
mense task. It is also very

expensive.

But the Tories, notorious for
their reluctance to spend money
on public health initiatives, have
decided to do just that.

We might assume it is for a
good reason— we have beentold
there is going to be a measles
epidemic and children might die.

Money has been spent on a
prime time TV advert that has
gone out showing a real horror
story of grieving parents in a
stark hospital setting following
the death of a child ...."was it

HOME NEWS

drugs? ....was it some other ter-
rible socially inflicted disease?
NO IT WAS MEASLES!”

~ |If they are going to this much
trouble, they must be spending
millions for the benefit of our
children — aren’t they? Not nec-
essarily.

Last year only one person
died of measles. Even if we had
an epidemic, the consequences
would not be as severe as the
side effects of the drugs have
been predicted to be.

Who supports it? '

| cannot find a2 Public Health
Consultant ( and | have spoken
to quite a few) who thinks it is a
good idea. -

One is very worried that we do
not really know the risks to a
child .who is having the second
injection (the first being part of
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the MMR that a// children in Brit-
ain are offered early in life).

Another said angrily “there
will be side effects, and it is to-
fally unnecessary.”

There appear to be three main
rsks:

@® Anaphylactic shock. Thisis
a similar to a cardiac arrest
where the body goes into shock
and needs immediate treatment
(adrenaline).

It is thought that the chance of
this happening (normally within
20 minutes after the injection)
after a second injection is quite
high.

In hospitals and casualty
units the vaccination is given
normally with an anaphylactic
pack (a ready drawn up injection
of the appropriate dose of ad-
renaline) handy — but the packs
are quite expensive and have a

short keeping life. |
None of the school nurses |
have met who are involved in the
measles vaccinations have ana-
phylactic packs, most have ad-
renaline available but is has to be
found, measured and drawn up
before it can be injected. |
@ Trigger reactions. Where
the programme has started there
has been a significant incidence

of unusual reactions being ‘trig-

gered’ by the vaccine, for exam-
ple children who have no history
of asthma hare having asthma
attacks following the injection.

@ Risk to foetus.It is known
that the measles vaccine can af-
fect a foetus and it is advised that
the vaccine is not given to preg-
nant women.

Yet the school nurses are not '

being encouraged to ask the fe-
male teenage pupils if there is

. . " - D - hd -

any possibility they could be
pregnant.

If they do ask it will not nor-
mally be possible to do it in cir-

- cumstances where the there is

either the privacy or time to gain
the confidence of the young
woman and to ask sensitively.

The main issue for me is why
hasn’t any one been told any of
this?

Why are parents being guilt-
tripped into signing forms to
agree to our children having a
vaccination without being given
the facts? '

And why are they vaccinating
the whole population between 5
and 16, when the risk of a second
injection could be greater than
the risk of a measles epidemic
and it is costing them a fortune?-

Does anyone out there know?
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A tale of

WO

campa

A YEAR AGO, Socialist Out-
look welcomed a conference to

defend the welfare state.

It was sponsored by three of the
country’s largest unions, TGWU, GMB
and UNISON. Chaired by Ken Living-
stone, and featuring speeches from
Bryan Gould (remember him?), GMB
leader John Edmonds and others, it at-
tracted substantial television coverage,
and was seen as a key challenge to the
rightward drift of Labour under John
Smith.

Speech after speech resounded with
worthy calls for the defence of universal
welfare benefits. Many of them were
subsequently reprinted in a booklet re-
porting the conference. It seemed that a
real fight was about to begin, firing a
warning shot across the bows of Smith’s
Commission for Social Justice.

But that is effectively all that has hap-
pened in the first twelve months of the
Campaign to Defend the Welfare State.

Many union branches and Labour Par-
ties will have responded to the original
initiative and affiliated to the Campaign .
Many of these bodies will no doubt also
send delegates to this year’s repeat per-
fomance at Congress House on Decem-
ber 3. But they have not been offered
much in the way of a campaign.

Tide of attacks

There is no lack of issues around
which a fight should be built. The Wel-
fare State remains a central focus of the
Tory offensive, and the tide of attacks on
health and welfare rights has escalated.

@ More hospitals face closure across
the country.

@ Pensioners have battied on coura-
geously against VAT on fuel, assembling
a 6-million strong petition.

@ Peter Lilley has unveiled brutal

plans for a ‘Job Seekers Allowance’ to rip

off the unemployed.

@ An equally vicious new ‘Incapacity

Benefit’ is set to strip benefits from up-
wards of 250,000 people with disabilities.

@ Tens of thousands of students have
protested at poverty level grants and the
loss of vital benefits.

@ There have been headline-grabbing
battles by people with disabilities de-
manding civil rights and fighting system-

4
Action
Jor health & welfare

Newspaper defending the Welfare
State

Bundles of 25 £6 (unions)/ £4
(pensioners) Individual subs £5/£3.

Union and LP affiliations £25,

pensioners & unemployed £10

Write to WSN, ¢’o Southwark TUSU,
. 42 Braganza St London SE17
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Platform speeches are not enough to defend welfare state

Edmonds
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NHS protestors: baftling at sharp end

atic sabotage by Tory ministers. |
@ Local government spending cuts
continue to squeeze education, housing

‘and social services.

@ Civil servants in benefits offices face
huge job losses.

While all this has been going on,
where were John Edmonds, Livingstone
and the Campaign to Defend the Wel-
fare State!?

What information have they distrib-

uted to members of the GMB, TGWU,
UNISON and the other sponsoring un-

ions?

What campaigns have they supported
to resist the cuts and closures and chal-
lenge the Tory offensive?

Wasted potential

The sad fact is that despite all the
promise of last year’s conference, all the
resources at their disposal from so many
big unions with publicity departments
and press offices, all the popular anger at
the Tories and their mean-spirited ef-
forts to crush the welfare state, nothing
serious has been done.

The only leaflet the Campaign has pro-
duced is one advertising its recalled con-
ference, which again is on the very
general theme of ‘Economic Policies for
Full Employment and Defence of the
Welfare State’.

This year’s conference, sponsored by
the Moming Star and Tribune, again
boasts a platform of dignitaries. Edmonds
will speak again, as will Diana Jeuda from
USDAW — a union hardly noted for its
radicalism or its energetic campaigning
for the welfare state.

Livingstone and three other Labour

.MPs will speak: but again campaigners,

pensioners, those at the sharp end of the
fight for benefits and welfare services will
be relegated to the role of spectators,
applauding the rhetoric of the platform.

By contrast, a very different campangn SO

was launched in the run-up to the Labour
Party conference. The Welfare State
Network was set up from a meeting of
activists from health campaigns, student
unions, unemployed centres, nursery
struggles and pensioners groups.

It set out to offer information and
solidarity to local campaigns and pres-
sure groups which are often ignored by
the official labour movement.

Within three weeks it had launched
the pilot issue of a tabloid newspaper
Action for Health and Welfare, and all
7,000 copies were snapped up by activ-
ists across the country.

A lobby of parliament was called for
Budget Day, supported strongly by stu-
dents, pensioners groups and disability
campaigners.

A second issue of Action, with an
increased print run, is published this

‘week. Socialist Qutiook readers are

urged to obtain copies and work to build
support for it.

A working conference has been called
for February 18, to discuss campaigning
on the Job Seekers Allowance, Incapacity
Benefit, and benefits for youth and stu-

Livingstone

dents. A full-scale national conference is
scheduled for April 8 in London.

Failure

Neither campaign is perfect. The
Campaign to Defend the Welfare State
has an abundance of top level official
support, but has clearly failed to carry
any fight into the broad ranks of the
labour movement.

The Welfare State Network, con-

versely, is struggling to accomplisha very
ambitious task of linking diverse cam-
paigns, and working with limited re-
sources.

It has to fight hard to ensure that it
broadens its political appeal, avoiding the
pressure to become simply a gathering
of the hard left. :

It needs to transform its grass root
support into a real factor in the political

situation, and this means stepping up the

fight for affiliations and official support
from the trade unions, Labour Parties
and other organisations.

It might appear that an ideal solution
would be for the two campaigns to link

up in joint activity, sharing resources and
spreading information even more widely.
There is no reason why they should be
seen as counterposed.

Publicity

Working together they could organ-
ise major events at union and Labour
Party conferences, pump out publicity,
turn the heat on Labour’s leaders to fight
back, and encourage a new strengthen-
ing of local campaigns.

Delegates at the December 3 confer-
ence should press for such joint work,
which would not demand any political
retreat on either side.

We cannot afford another wasted

'year in the fight for the Welfare State.

Benefits and services are under threat
right now. The countdown to 1995’s
crucial trade union and Labour Party
conferences, which will potentially shape
Labour’s policies for the next election,
has already begun.

The fightback for our welfare state
must start now, and start in earnest,
hopefully with the backing of John Ed-
monds, but if necessary without him.

Welfare State Network

Working Conference

2 Job Seekers Allowance [ Incapacity Benefit (O Benefits for Youth
and Students 11 Workshops and discussion

Saturday February 18

University of London Union
Malet St London

Speakers include: @ TONY BENN MP @ ALAN SIMPSON MP @ JILL
MOUNTFORD (Welfare State Newtork) @ SARAH WELLINGS (NUS) @

KEVIN SEXIDN (NUS) @.JOHN-LISTER (L.andon Health Emergeney)
oo ‘Credentials 7details rirng 071-639-5068"

3 fvi

&
:::-: l. "

LA I E

.
L AL




SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No.73-74, December 1994, Page 4

DE UNION NEWS

LRTITS S S—

Massive

By Roger Welch

OVER 90 Chelmsford bus-
workers have been sacked for
the ‘crime’ for participating in
a short strike (which only
overed the evening shift) or-
ganised in protest against
persistent management at-
tempts to impose longer and

unsafe hours.

The sackings were an-
nounced on November 18
by the Eastern National Bus
Company, part of the
Badger Line Group.

Eastern National has
joined the growing number
of employers - P&0, News
International, Timex and
Burnsalls’ to name just a
few - who have sacked
workers taking lawful ac-
tion, exploiting Tory anti-
union laws which have
repeatedly been con-
demned by the Interna-
tional labour Organisation,
as a breach of ILO conven-
tions.

Indeed, as these sack-
iIngs show, workers are often
more vuinerable if they obey the
Tory laws. These now require a
postal ballot and lengthy perjpds
of notice which give employers
the chance to organise efforts to
break strikes long before they
can lawfully take place. |

“In this instance, Eastern Na-

tional had a scabbing operation

in place before The sackings,
bringing in scab drivers from
Wales and the West Country into
town and putting them up in ho-
tels. |

As a busworkers’ leaflet ex-

plained to passengers, it iS now
dangerous to catch a scab bus
which will be driven by someone

who does not know the route and -

may not have driven a bus in
years.

Chelmsford
bus sackings

S0 far the TGWU has organ-
ised a strike fund and boycott of
eastern national services. While
this is obviously necessary it is
unlikely a campaign restricted to
building on the public sympathy
that undoubtedly exists in the
town will be enough to win re-
enstatement.

Sooner rather than later the
union and the sacked workers
will need to build for solidarity
action from other Eastern Na-

tional employees in Essex and
throughout Badger Line.

The organisation of mass
picketing to close down the

- Chelmsford depot should also

be on the agenda.

~In the meantime the local
trades council is organising a

support group to win wider sup-

port for the sacked workers.

Messages of support can be
sent ¢/o Roger Welch, Secre-
tary, Chelmsford Trades Coun-
cil, 87 Mildmay Road,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 0DR.

M Donations to the strike fund
should be made payable to
"“TGWU (Chelmsford Bus Drivers
Support Fund)’ and sent to Ken
Reid, TGWU, Woodberry, 218
Green Lanes, London N4 2HB.
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stokes Tory crisis

by Harry Sloan

A HIGHL Y -publicised ‘con-
fidential’ report drawn up by
Tory deputy chair John Ma-
ples has helped underline the
scale of the crisis faced by
John Major’s divided gov-
ernment. | |

Many of the measures
Thatcher relied on for support
are now reasons for disaffection
among Tory voters, according
to Mr Maples’ market research.

Among the issues which most

annoy the Tories questioned are:

@® Jobs, housing, health serv-

ice, business, family values,
crime — where “There is a feel-
ing of powerlessness and inse-
curity ... and no vision of where
we are heading”.
- @ “Although in the 1980s the
Conservatives seemed to prom-
ise a classless society of oppor-
tunity, the reality 1s now that the
rich are getting richer on the
backs of the rest, who are getting
poorer.”

@ “Privatisation has not been
popular and small businessmen
in particular feel ‘let down’.”

@ “While we trumpet the re-
covery, the voters do not think
the recesston has ended. They
still fear unemployment, have
no more ‘money in their
pocket’. What we are saying is

completely at odds withtheirex-

perience.”

On key 1ssues of the welfare
state — education and the NHS
— Maples warns that ‘business
methods’ and talk of competi-

- tion simply alienate voters.

On the NHS in particular the
public believe the hostile com-
ments of doctors and nurses de-
nouncing the market-style
reforms, and not the banalities
of Virginia Bottomley.

The best solution for the To-
ries would be a total media
blackout. |

Maples’ warnings have
fallen on deaf ears. Clarke’s
Budget, due as we go to press,
will do nothing to restore plung-
ing living standards, but is likely
to tighten the squeeze on public
services and welfare spending.

The tide of redundancies,
cuts and closures continues.

Discontent at the effects of past -

privatisations has been exacer-
bated by new price increases hit-
ting the lowest-income gas
consumers, combined with the
flagrant greed of top British Gas
bosses. |

Michael Heseltine is report-
edly to sell Royal Mail, while
Brian Mawhinney is lumbered
with the equally unpopular task

of selling Railtrack.

The Tories, feuding and
fighting, sleazy and incompe-
tent, cling on, as long as Labour
is too feeble to drive them out.

Fighting for the right to strike

By Bill Peters

A HUNDRED delegates
from a range of trade unions
met in Birmingham on No-
vember 26 for a conference
on the Right To Strike.

It was organised by the
SMTUC, the Lambeth and Bir-
mingham Trades Councils,
Trade Union News and others to
assess the current situation of
the anti-union laws in the light
of the 1993 Act and the infa-
mous High Court judgement
against lecturers’ union NAT-
FHE earlier this year.

NATFHE President Doreen
Cameron spelled out the impli-
cations of the judgement as it
had atfected the union, and con-
roversiailv. defendad the way
the umioa & nabonal level had

responded to it.

Bill Wedderburn from the
London School of Economics
argued that the debate between
immunities and positive rights
was a false one. Positive rights
could not be achieved without
immunities and the repeal of the
bulk of the legislation intro-
duced by the Tories.

Fire Brigades Union leader
Ken Cameron called for the total
repeal of Tory legislation and
attacked the Blair leadership of
the Labour Party for retreating
ever further from that position.

He condemned Blair’s con-
ference speech in which he not
only attacked Clause Four but
said that the unions should not
expect “favours” from a future
Labour government.

“When did we ever get fa-
vours from a Labour Govern-
ment” aked Cameron.
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Speakers from the floor took
up Doreen Cameron’s defence

of the way the NATFHE leader-

ship responded to the high court

judgement ,and argued that, as

with Clause Four, we could not
start from juggling with clauses
but we had to call for the total
repeal of all the legislation.

Signal workers

A delegate from the RMT
spelled out the effects the laws
had in preventing solidarity ac-
tion during the signal workers’
strike.

In the final plenary a delegate
from the Freedom Network
made a valuable contribution,
speiling out how the Criminal
Justice Act directly affects trade
union activity particularly in re-
lation to picketing, demonstra-
tions and meetings.

The Act gives the police wide
powers order people to move on
and arrest them on criminal
charges if they refuse.

The conference passed a
resolution which called for the
repeal of all anti-union legisla-
tton, or the right of unions to
determine their own rule books,
the right to strike in sohdarity

and the right to strike without

victimisation,

It also called upon the TUC
to call a national demonstration
agamnst the laws and their recent
extension.

The organisations which had
sponsored the conference un-
dertook to continue the cam-
paign, circulate the resolution
within the trade union move-
ment, and take further initiatives
as and when necessary.

fights

back

for
public
services

By Bob Whitehead

- THE Birmingham Commu-

nity Conference was a sue-
cess. It took an important
first step on the road to
building a local campaign
in defence of the public
sector as part of a national

fightback. <

60 delegates and individu-
als from a wide variety of or-
ganisations decided to set up
the campaign and build for a
local demonstration. recognis-
ing the need for a national
perspective it agreed to affili-
ate to the “Welfare State Net-
work” and the “Campaign to

-~ Defend the Welfare State”.

Workshops focused on the
health service, local authori-
ties and the public utilities.
Such was the interest gener-
ated that they all over ran.
The heaith service workshop
is even exploring holding its

~ own conference.

A general theme emerged
of providers and consumers
jointly identifying needs and
struggling for them. The need
for public ownership and re-
versing privatisation was
stressed.

There were varying de-
grees of emphasis given to
the level at which campaign-
ing should be focused, but
there was a high degree of
unity when it came to the vot-
ing in the final plenary. The
only exception to this was on
the issue of deficit budgeting,
where there was a sizeable

~minority in opposition.

More cash

Policies agreed included
calling for higher public
spending, democratic control

over its use, the ending of

quangos, ending de-regula-
tion of labour, opposition to
works councils, support for in-
dustrial action (illegal if nec-
essary), repeal of the
anti-union laws and the reten-
tion of universal benefits.

Delegates decided not to
wait for the leaders of the la-
bour movement to start off the
fightback. Three officers were
elected, and December 7 was
set as the first meeting of the
new campaign.

The conference was intro-
duced by a wide panel of
speakers, including Alan
Simpson MP, and achieved
some media publicity.

After one radio an-
nouncement there was an ava-
lanche of phone enquiries as
to the details of the confer-
ence. Delegates left asking
“when is the next one?”.
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By Alan Thornett

BIHAC 1s about to fall-to the
Bosnian Serbs as we go to
press. Serb heavy guns are
pounding the centre of the
town and there may be geno-
cide in the area in the next
few days.

- Those who have argued that
the Bosnian people can be pro-
tected against Serbian aggres-
sion by the UN or NATO have
been proved wrong again,

Boththe UN and NATC have
been humihated by the Serbs,
and every contradiction in
‘Western policy exploited and
exposed. UN troops have even
been taken hostage against air
strikes.

{n an outspoken attack on the
shambles the new US Congress
majority leader Robert Dole has
referred to a “complete break-
down” of the NATOQ alliance,
blaming the French and particu-
larly the British for the fiasco.

Withdraw UN

- Dole went on to demand the
withdrawal of UN troops from
Bosnia, and a hifting of the em-
bargo on arms to the Bosnian
government.

“Get the UN soldiers out of
the way. Pull ’em out,” he said,
implying that he favours use of
air power against the Serbs.

The Bosnian army offensives
of the previous month have been
met with a Bosnian Serb counter
attack which has all the advan-
tages of tanks and heavy weap-
ons which the Bosnians are

~denied.

It is clear that despite the so-
called ‘nft’ between the Bos-
nian Serbs and the Milosevic
government in Belgrade, Serbia
1s supplying everything the Bos-
nian Serbs need by the back
door.

The only way the Bosnians
are going to be effectively de-
fended, and hiberate any of the
70 per cent of Bosnia currently
occupied by the Serbs, is if they
are allowed to obtain the means
to defend themselves which
they have been denied over the
two and a half years of the war.

- The Bosnians have been re-
tused arms, it should be remem-
bered, by both the US and
Europe, despite increasing US
statements calling for the lifting
of the embargo.

Socialist Outlook has always
been completly opposed to
Western military intervention
by air or by ground troops. In the
ehd they will partition and de-
feat Bosnia.

Any illusion that the United
States is on the side of the Bos-
nian people is also dangerous.

While it is obviously true that
Western policy is in tatters, and

that the US 1s now calling for

the lifting of the arms embargo
— this does not put the USA on

the side of the Bosnian people.
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The US is not motivated by
the interests of Bosma, but pur-
suing its own globval objec-
tives. Sometimes these interests
may seem to coincide, but
mostly they will not.

The policies of all Western

powers, including the US, have
one unifying factor: they all
want to dismember Bosnia and
effectively hand the Serbs a vic-
tory on a plate.

The 49 per cent of Bosnia to

be given to the Serbians under
the current plan would be a mas-
stve defeat for the Bosnian peo-
ple. |

That the West is split on how
to achieve this does not resolve
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Social.ist Outlook has always been

completely opposed to Western

military intervention by air or by
ground troops. In the end they will
partition and defeat Bosnia.

the problem.

The USA cannot afford to be
seen to sit back and do nothing
whilst Bosnia is attacked. On
the other hand there is a strict
limitation on the involvement
they are prepared to undertake
under the present conditions.

Western powers are split
apart partly through the pressure
of their historic interests and
connections and partly through
their current alliances. Britain
and France have historic con-
nections with Serbia, whilst
Germany’s connections are
with Croatia and Slovenia.

Bulwark

Turkey, on the other hand, is
the US main strategic and mili-
tary bulwark in the eastern
Mediterranean against the influ-
ence of Russia.

Turkey 1s key player in the
region, with a huge military ca-
pability, recently massively re-
equipped by the US as a pay-off
for its role in the Gulf war, and

Iim world.

- <= -

The Turkish military threat
has always been in the back-
ground of the Bosnian conflict
since it 1s unlikely that Turkey
would stand aside and see the
final defeat of the majority mus-
lim Bosnian government.

Any Turkish intervention,
(and Turkey is close enough to
intervene with ground forces)
could spark a regional confla-
gration much greater than the

current war — with Greece likely

to enter the war on the side of
Serbia.

The greatest strategic interest
of the US 1s Middle East oil, and
this is completely intermeshed
with its Bosnia policy.

At stake are Washington’s
strategic relations with key

- muslim regimes in the Gulf.

The recent military build up
agatnst Iraq was only partly trig-
gered by mid-term election

Lift the Bosnia
arms embargo!

problems: it was also a further
step towards a military presence
in the region.

- Standing aside while the
Bosnians are defeated is not the
way to promote current US
moves to establish a greater
presence and influence in the oil
states.

Whilst there are enough stra-
tegic interests involved for the
US to take a generally pro-Bos-
nian line, there is not enough at
stake yet for them to risk a mili-
tary intervention with ground
troops.

Whether this would change
in the unitkely event of Sardievo
falling and the Bosnian govern-
ment being overrun and finally
defeated 1s another matter.

Possibly a direct US inter-
vention might then take nlace if
the UN and NATO were out of
the way. But this would be to
protect American interests, not
Bosnia.

None of this 1s very new, It is
not something which has come
up since the mid-term elections.
These have been Clinton’s con-
sideration for at least a year,
during which time he has been
vacillating backward and for-
wards over the arms embargo.

Principles

For the left and for the labour
movement the task is to focus on
the issues of political principle
involved in the war.

From that point of view, we

“must give all support possible to

the Bosnian people.

The struggle is not one be-
tween ‘warring factions’.

Bosnia has been attacked and
70 per cent occupied by an ex-
pansionist Serbia which mobi-
lised sections of Serbs inside
Bosnia to support its annexation
project. |

During the war, fought for a

time against Croatia as well,

250,000 people have been

killed, and huge tracts of terri-.
tory “ethnically cleansed”, with
millions made refugees.

At stake in Bosnia is the right
of a sovereign people to deter-
mine their own future and to
defend themselves against ag-
gression on a vast scale.

In this we do not give politi-
cal support to the Bosnian gov-
ernment — or any other
government 1n the region. Our
support is for the right of the
Bosnian people to self determi-
nation and against ethnic divi-
sion.

These basic rights are demo-
cratic and working class issues.
The labour movement in the rest
of Europe has a direct responsi-
bility to show solidarity with the
Bosnian struggle.

This means demanding an

end to the arms embarﬁo.
250,000 people have been killed and

huge tracts of territory “ethnically
‘with links directly intothe Mus- Cleansed” with millions made refugees.
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IRELAND UNFREE

- By David Coen

THE SUDDEN ending of
Albert Reynold’s glittering
career shows how volatile
Irish politics has become
and how precarious the
‘peace process’ really is.
Having taken over from
Charles Haughey and failed to
win an overall majority at the
following general election
Reynolds, former dance hall
owner and pet food manufac-
turer, nevertheless managed to
put together a coalition govern-
ment between this own Fianna

Fail and the labour Party ~ a
- government with the largest
Dail majority m the history of .

the state.

- Now Reynolds is gone after
- a series of deeply embarrassing

blunders.that rocked the coali-

~ tion. His efforts as one of the

main architects of the ‘peace
process’ were not enough to

save him from a shot across the
bows from Dick Spring which
accidentally, it appears, h:t htm |

‘amidships. !
- Saddam Hussein had a blt- |
part in this melodrama. The

Gulf war of 1990 led to an em-

bargo on payments to western
governments.

This exposed the fact that

Dublm s export Credit guaran-

tee scheme has heavily

weighted in favour of one Harry

Goodman meat baron and

close friend of the then prime
minister Charles Haughey.
The scandal which was the

~ final nail in Haughey’s political
- coffin led to the setting up of the

Beef Tribunal, led by a senior

judge, which after 18 months

investigation concluded... that
it shouldn’t reach a conclusion.

The Industry Minister during

this period was one Albert

Reynolds who used the scandal
to depose Haughey and the At-
torney general who energeti-

cally blocked the Beef
tribunal’s access to cabinet

minutes was... Harry Whele-
han.

Dick Spring made hlS repu-
tation denouncing Fianna Fail
sleaze and Haughey, but to eve-

ryone’s surprise he entered a

coalition with Reynold S after
Haughey’s fall. }
Reynolds gave evidence to

the Beef Tribunal and leaked a
preview which claimed to ex-

onerate him from any wrong

doing in the Goodman affair.
In spite of this ‘bounce’ and
fairly clear evidence that

Reynold’s role was not quite so -

squeaky clean as the press made

out, Spring bit his tongue and

stayed in government.
He obviously felt the need to

assert himself, especially after

Labour lost a recent by-election
in Cork to Labour’s left rival -
the Democratic Left (formerly
party of the Workers Party).

Making a point

It’s doubtful if Spring
wanted to do anything more
than to make a point to
Reynolds and Fianna Fail by
opposing the appointment of
Harry Whelehan to the Presi-
dency of the High Court.
Reynolds called his bluff by go-
ing ahead anyway.

‘Spring was preparing to shink
back under the cover of some
face-saving scheme when he
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rish government crisis

|[How Rarry

lost Albert

discovered that Whelehan had
been ‘sitting’ on the extradition
papers of a priest wanted in the
north for alleged child sexual
abuse and that Reynolds was
lying to the Dail.

Reynolds had claimed not to
know about it when he ap-
pointed Whelehan to the High

‘Court. The rest of the story i1s

soap opera.

Even being identified as the
broker of the IRA cease-fire
and the prime mover of the
‘peace process’ was not enough
to save Reynolds this time -
pure coincidence to all but the
most hardened cynics.

Fianna fail was until recently
the largest party in the south and
when things were bad they beat
the republican drum.

It is a measure of how much
things have changed that they

now attempt to save their politi-
cal skins by preaching the vir-

tues of peace and heading off’

any hope of a united Ireland,
even though they still refer to
themselves as the republican
party.

Spring’s torpedoing of
Reynolds is a reflection of the
political level of deeper
changes in the Dublin ruling
class as it wins ‘independence’
from Britain by trying to move
itself more closely into the EU.

He may have discovered the
lever by accident but by focuss-
ing on the hidden hand of the
Catholic Church’s interference
in the state to appear to be ad-
vancing the cause of secular
modernisation of the 26 coun-
ties.

The tone of reporting in the
British press clearly shows he

was preferred to Reynolds. His
problem is that he does not have
the political clout to deliver the
concessions (on say articles 2
and 3 of the constitution - the
so-called constitutional claims
on the six counties) which the
British want removed as part of
the new settlement.

Sinn Fein’s political strat-
egy, which consisted mainly of -

relying on Reynolds and to a
lesser extent the US to put pres-
sure on the British, was never
viable even before the Whele-
han affair. It led them to rush to
Reynolds’ defence with heavy
hints about the effects on the
‘peace process’.

Secular republicans must
have asked if supporting a Fi-
anna Fail leaders appointing to

- the highest legal post in the land

a right-wing conservative

.

The simple fact
remains that Fianna
Fail and the SDLP
share the desire to
see the republicans
beaten by the British.

catholic, who had used the con-

stitution to try to stop the victim
in the infamous ‘X’ case from
coming to Bntain for an abor-

- tion, was really in the tradition

of Tone and Connolly.

The debate (such as it is) in-
side the republican movement
is between support for the lead-

“ership’s peace initiative or a re- -

turn to a military strategy. ‘The
problem is neither can win. The

 British cannot be driven out by a

military force alone.

‘The political strategy of re1y-
ing on Fianna Fail would lead
to disaster, even if Reynolds

~ had not resigned. The simple -
- fact -remains ‘that Fianna Fail
and the SDLP: share the desire

to see the repubhcans beaten by -
the British: |
This is not to say thatthebase -

of Fianna fail have given up
~ their ‘republican’ ideals but that

Fianna Fail itself isn’t a possi-

. ble ally of revolutionary nation-

alists from Belfast and the small |

~ farmers of South Armagh.
. ‘The triumphalism which
greeted the cease-fire has not

changed the balance of forces in
favour of the republicans. In
fact on the political level Ma-

“jor’s ability to deliver even the

most marginal concessions as
part of the framework docu-
ment is severely limited. |

He is too reliant on the offi-

cial Unionists and the threat to

his majority posed by the anti-
EU right, a group which also
violently oppose any conces-
sion to the republicans. ]

The danger of misplaced op-
timism is that it confuses and
demoralises the republicans’
mass base and opens the way to
damaging splits which would
weaken it still further.

To those in British left or-
ganlsatlons who believe the
cease-fire gives ‘real’ politics a

-chance and provides the basis

for working ‘class unity’ there
remains the problem of the sec-
tarian state created out of parti-

tion in 1921 with the express
purpose of preventing class
unity.

It cannot be reformed and
any ‘peace’ deal based on the
undemocratic 1921 settiement
enforced by the British state
will soon degenerate.

For the British left there is
the danger of moralising from
the sidelines. In these discus-
sions Fourth Internationalists
unconditionally take the side of
the republicans against the Brit-
ish state. For socialists to ad-
vance the peace process means
getting Britain out of Ireland -
nothing else will bring peace.

e Annual Bloody Sunday
march in Manchester on Sat-

urday January 28. Starting at
Platt Fields in Rusholme to
a rally in Albert Square to
hear Labour MPs, Sinn Fein
and one of the victims the
Bloody Sunday atrocity.

For more details, phone the

Troops Out Movement on
0171 609 4463.
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By Paul Walker

THE LATEST reports from
East Timor indicate that the
Indonesian security appara-
tus 1n Dili is carrying out a
forced ‘show of hands’
throughout the population as
to whether or not they sup-
port the integration of East

Timor into Indonesia.
At first sight it might appear
that this plebiscite by gunpoint

would have no international

credibility. But this 1s exactly
the same procedure used in the
polls to assess support for inte-
gration in West Papua in 1969
and in East Timor in 1976, and
later accepted by the Australian
government as a satisfactory
procedure.

This move by the occupation
forces follows events last week
when at least 100 East Timorese
students fought with security
forces on the campus of Dili’s
university. This was the latest in
a series of clashes between the
East Timorese civil population

and the fdonesian security
forces. Witnesses say the clash
was sparked by the appearance
of plain clothed Indonesian se-
curity officers on the campus.
East Timorese youth have
been 1n the forefront of fresh
protests at the Indonesian occu-
pation. In the past six months
there have been at least three
clashes on or around the Dili
campus. -
Latest reports indicate that up
to 400 students are now effec-
tively barricaded inside the uni-
versity which is surrounded by

security officers armed with riot

shields and batons.

The situation tn East Timor is

still very tense. The Indonesian
authorities have expelled all for-
eign journalists from the coun-
try and are now attempting to
crush the civil resistance that
developed in the glare of media
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publicity during the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Co-operation
Conference in Jakarta.

Murder
Reports from the leadership

of the CNRM (National Council

of Maubere Resistance) have

‘given fresh evidence of the use
- of British-made Hawk aircraft
to intimidate and murder the ci-

vilian population of East Timor.
Jose Ramos Horta, the
CNRM’s special representative,

. says that Hawks have been used

consistently in East Timor over
the last three months. One par-

ticular incident described is that

of an attack cn a remote hamlet

which led to the destruction of
six houses. According to the re-

port over 30 people, mainly
women and children, were
killed. |

In the House of Commons,

_
Trumpet of freedom

IN A MESSAGE smuggled out of Cipinang prison, East
Timor resistance leader Xanana Gusmao has welcomed the

defiance shown by the protest of November 12.

“November 12 reflected the tenacity of the struggle for free-
dom and justice. November 12 was the bugle call of Timorese
youth announcing to the world their revolt against the denial of
the fundamental rights of the East Timorese people.

“November 12 was the bugle call announcing our repudition of
the complicity of the Western countries in the systematic viola-
tion of human rights in the territory.

“November 12 also stressed the willingnhess of the Maubere
people to reach a negotiated solution, and appealed to the inter-
national community not to forget its responsibilities.”

The embassy occupation also won support from Indonesia’s
largest national student organisation, Students in Solidarity with
Democracy for Indonesia. A statement from the SSDI demanded
the freeing of Xanana Gusmao, a democratic referendum in East
Timor, and relaxation of restrictions on reporters and human

rights groups monitoring events.
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Jeremy Corbyn MP and Chris
Mullin MP challenged defence
procurement Minister Roger
Freeman over the use of hawks
in East Timor.

Freeman promised to investi-

_gate the issue, but in the same

question time announced that he

had no knowledge of a big arms -
deal with Indonesia under nego-
‘tiation. This is either a lie or
wilful ignorance. =~ =
It is common knowledge that
discussions are under way for
the purchase of Scorpion light
tanks (made by the Coventry

based firm Alvis) and the Indo-

nesians have a shopping list that

runs 1nto billions.

The Indonesian government
has been attempting to organise
a propaganda offensive to offset -
. the torrent of bad publicity it has

suffered. This has been a spec-

~ tacular failure. '

Even a special trip organised
by Jakarta to present its side of
the story in May 1994 led to
another series of highly critical
articles in the international press
over the occupation. The APEC

. conference has produced an-

other disaster.

The Indonesian government
claimed in a press release dated
November 18 that “there were
no riots in Dili. What happened
was an outbreak of violence as
aresult of a quarrel of a personal
nature between traders.”

The Subarto regime is clearly
hoping the international atten-
tion will fade and the Indone-
sian army will be able to
continue its genocide in East Ti-
mor.

It is up to international soli-
darity movement to make sure
that it does not.

Jakarta
Sit-in
students
spell out
their
demands

Students supporting the
Jakarta emhassy
occupation spoke to the
Australian newspaper

Green Left, setting out
their objectives.

“"We demand US Presi-
dent Clinton tell President
Suharto to release the East
Timorese leader Kay Rala
Xanana Gusmao and all
East Timorese political
prisoners, and that the In-
donestan prestdent talk to
the true representatives of
the people of East Timar,
including the church,
CNRM. UDT and
FRETILIN,” said Sarkeke.

“The Australian govern-
ment only ever listens to in-
donesia,” said another
student, Santana.

“There has never been
any evidence that Indone-
sia's so-called troop with-
drawals have ever really
taken place. And we don't
want this atitonomy peopie
talk about either: we want
full independence.”

Beaten to death

"There 1S more news
from Dili. A 14-year old
hoy, beaten up during the
demaonstration of 300 stu-
dents on the Dili university
campus, died in hospital
on November 15.

“That’s why we’re fight-
ing. Because all we get is
torture and oppression
from the Indonesian army;
that is the reality. And we
will fight to the last drop of
blood.”

The students have also

calied on Clinton to exert
pressure on Jakarta to rec-
ognise the right of Indone-
sian workers to organise.,
and to free imprisoned un-
ion leaders.
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