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CHRISTMAS DAY VIGIL: December 25 saw a vigil outside the
notorious West Midlands police headquarters in Birmingham in
support of the Bridgewater Four, and other innocent prisoners.
Among the protestors was Anne Whelan (centre), mother of Michael

“Hickey, one of the Bridgewater Four.
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Oxfordshire unions link

up to fight coun0|l cuts

CUTS of almost £12m in
Oxfordshire’s education
budget — over £100 per
pupil - are being fought by
the Labour Party in
alliance with teaching and
public sector unions.

The cuts arise from the =
Tory government’s hefty cuts
in the standard spending as-
sessment of Oxfordshire
County Council, leaving a
£25m gap.

In addition to the threat to
education, with the prospect
of turther increases in class
sizes and the sacking of up to
five teachers from some
larger schools, social serv-
ices face damaging cuts in
domiciliary care, and the fire
service and libraries are also
under the axe.

president NUS; Leela Ramdeen,

l Society of Black Lawyers- National Black Caucus;
Indian Workers' Association (GB); Ken Livingstone MP;
L Kumar Murshid, Tower Hamlets Anti-Racist Committee

Oxfordshire MP Heseltine

The County Council admits
that numbers of school pu-
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Saturday 4th February 1995 10am-5pm

York Hall, Old Ford Road, London, E2 (Bethnal Green tube)

Plenaries and workshops

I Speakers include: John Monks, general secretary TUC; Diane Abbott MP:

l Joan Lestor MP; Piara Khabra MP; Joan Ruddock MP: Jim Murphy,
Cardmal Hume's Commmee for the

I Caribbean; Harry Cohen MP; Kashmir Singh, British Sikh Federation;

pils, and numbers of frail eld-

- erly requiring community care

are increasing, meaning that
more rather than less cash is
required. But is points out
that it had to spend most of its
reserves to avoid cuts in

1994, and faces cuts from cen-

tral government.

School governors across
the county are threatening to
resign rather than implement
the new cuts, which amount
to 7.5% of the current budget.
Some of them joined a 100-
strong lobby of the County
Council before Christmas.

The council’s Labour group
has linked up with teaching
and public service unions to
mount a campaign against the
cuts, launching with a Janu-
ary 4 public meeting.
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By Gill Lee

THE NEWS that the National

Union of Teachers intends to

ballot its members again,
recommending them -to co-
operate with the Tory SATs
tests will anger teachers

throughout the country.
- The boycott of SATs put na-
tional action back on to the un-

‘ion’s agenda, in response to the

Tory strategy of breaking up na-
tional resistance by the aboli-
tion of national pay bargaining,
introduction of Local Manage-
ment of Schools, opt-outs, and
the City Technology Colleges.
The NUT leadership has re-
fused to meet most demands
for national, or even regional
co-ordinated action. But the
boycott of SATs stood in their

‘way, allowing primary and sec-

ondary school teachers to unite
in concerted action against
tests.

The wording of the ballot IS
not yet known, but it seems
likely that the NUT Executive
may have difficulty getting the
result it wants. The Socialist
Teachers Alliance has already
begun a vigorous campaign
against the sell-out, although
the short timescale for the ballot
will make campaigning difficult.

NUT policy, unanimously
agreed by Gonference, is com-
plete opposition to SATs and to
League Tables.

Fight the
school test
sell-out!

Over 90% of NUT members
who responded to'the union’s
recent survey disagreed with
the Tory claim that the govern-
ment has now met teachers’
central concerns over testing
and assessment.

Only about 20% of secon-
dary schools and 48% of pri-
mary schools, where members
are relatively isolated and open
to pressure, returned SATs re-
sults last year. This shows that
in practice opposition to SATs
IS wider than the NUT’s own
membership.

THE NUT Executive is jUS’[lfy
ing its about-turn by quotmg
Gillian Shephard’s offer of ‘con-
sultation’ and an assurance that
‘the purpose of test results at
KS2 was not ... the selection of
pupils for admission to secon-
dary schools’

But the NEC’s capitulation
has more to do with the policies
of Blair's ‘new’ Labour Party
than any concessions the Tories
are likely to make.

Right wing pressure within
the NEC has been reinforced by
David Blunkett’s recent state-
ments supporting the publica-
tion of national test results,
making it clear that an incoming
Labour government will not
willingly abolish SATSs.

But the SATs represent a re-
turn to the 11-plus. They are a
wholesale attack on compre-
hensive education. They must
be vigorously opposed — and
scrapped.

Gains for

Lewisham NUT

strikers

UNOFFICIAL strike action
has won concessions from
Lewisham Labour Council
in the fight against educa-
tion cuts.

NUT members at two secon-
dary schools defied the Tory
trade union laws in protest
against redundancy letters due
to be sent before Christmas.
Nearly 140 Section 11 teachers
who work with bilingual pupils
had been targeted.

Lewisham NUT has been
campaigning against the redun-
dancies and for Lewisham to
ask for £1.4 million to cover the
full cost of its current section
11 project with central govern-
ment.

Lewisham’s first bid was re-
jected and its second attempt
was so low as to threaten the
loss of at least 40 jobs — thou-
sands of bilingual secondary
pupils would have been left

with no support at all.

The council’s “dented
shield” policy has been deci-
stvely rejected. Lewisham has
been forced to ask the govern-
ment for the full amount
needed to maintain the current
level of service. Their commit-
ment to equal opportunities
will continue to be tested by
this crisis.

The action was spurred in
part by Lewisham’s shabby
employment tactics.

Teachers know that the real
battle is only just beginning.

The response of those who
took unofficial action shows
what can the NUT can achieve
with a vigorous campaign of
co-ordinated strike action.

Instead of sell outs ~ like
over the SATs — the leadership
of the NUT should be launch-
ing an offensive against a
deeply divided and crumblmg
Tory government.




NO new year
jresolution
to lory crisis

LASHING out viciously 'l'ike a
wounded predator, John Major’s cri-
sis-ridden Tory government is begin-

ning the new year in the way it ended

the old: piling on the agony for mul-
lions of the poorest and most vulner-

able people.

Undeterred by a stream of sleaze scan-
dals, and a succession of humiliating de-
feats in the courts in which ministers
including Douglas Hurd and Michael
Howard have been shown to have acted
unlawfully and incompetently, the cabi-
net clings shamelessly on to the reins of
power.

Brushing aside the appalling evidence
of their unpopularity in the Dudley West
by-election —- the worst such defeat at the
hands of Labour for 60 years — and even
Daily Telegraph opinion polls suggest-
ing up to 60% would vote Labour, they
are hatching new schemes to rob the poor
and benefit the rich.

Smarting from the parliamentary de-
feats they have suffered at the hands of
their own back-benchers on Post Office
~privatisation and on VAT on heating fuel,
Major’s team 1is taking revenge by push-
ing through Rail privatisation, tax in-
creases and the most sweeping attacks yet
‘mounted on the welfare state.

Ignoring the pundits who now almost
universally predict his demise as leader
in 1995, Major himself has decided to
make an electoral 1ssue out of ‘patriot-
ism’ — described by Dr Johnson as the last
refuge of the scoundrel — and opposition
to any form of democratic assembly in
Scotland or Wales.

Chauvinism

This reactionary line will appeal to
- some layers of English chauvinists in the
Tory heartlands, and dovetail neatly with
the overtly racist policies of Major’s gov-
ernment: but such rabid defence of the
integrity and sanctity of the British ‘Un-
1on’ sits oddly with the Tory goverment’s
embarrassing impotence to decide and
uphold its own policies within the post-
Maastricht European Union, as shown by
recent decisions on fishing rights, and
rights of part time workers.

Major’s strength for the time being is
precisely the depth of the divisions within
his own party. The varying factions that
want to see him removed hate each other
almost more than they now hate Major.
Though the terms ‘left’ and right seem
bizarre in the context of the Tory party,
there are rival camps which are most
easily described as ‘centre left’ and nght
wing.

Each side has scored significant victo-
ries which underline their potential to
disrupt the government: the centre-left
killed off Post Office privatisation and
VAT on fuel, while the right wing Euro-
sceptics went further and defied a vote of
confidence; nine of them have been pun-
ished by exclusion from the parliamen-
tary whip. | |

The two wings of Tory opposition are
themselves at loggerheads. Many of the
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Major: from despair to oblivion?

Euro-sceptics are Thatcherites who an-
grily dggounce Major and Heseltine for
retreating on Post Office privatisation,
support VAT on fuel, and favour hefty
spending cuts to pay for more tax reduc-
tions. The centre left includes Euro-en-
thusiasts, and their leading figures are the
most pro-European ministers.

Major is therefore still able to play one
group off against the other.

Tory MPs campaigning to force a lead-
ership election in November failed by
only three votes to get the necessary num-
ber of signatures. But the reason these
names were missing was because sup-
porters knew their favourite potential
candidates were not yet ready to step into
the open.

The ‘centre left’ backs Kenneth Clarke
or Michael Heseltine: but both were
freshly tarnished with recent fiascos.
Clarke is the architect of the VAT disas-

ter, while Heseltine steered the ship of

Post Office privatisation onto the rocks.

The Thatcherite right’s man in waiting
1s Michael Portillo, but he 1s more popu-
lar among party hardliners than among
the general public, and there is no reason
to believe that amid such widespread
popular rejection of Tory policies Portillo
would deliver any more votes than Ma-
jor.

Straddling

The contest was postponed: but the
crisis continues. Major awkwardly strad-
dles the pro and anti European factions,
while targeting hefty cuts in welfare
spending with the hopes that tax cuts will
again buy enough votes for a majority at
the next election.

And on many of these cuts, he knows
he can count on support right across the
Tory back benches. 1995 will be a year
of frontal assault on the welfare state.

@® Around 250,000 unemployed men
and women will face cuts or outright loss
of benefits under Kenneth Clarke’s new
Jobseekers Allowance, which will re-
place unemployment benefit. Thousands
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Bottomley: walking liability

more are being denied benefits every
week under a crackdown by Portillo’s

Department of Employment and Peter

Lilley’s Soctial Security department.

® Over a million claimants currently
receiving invalidity benefits wiil be sub-
jected to compulsory medical checks,
face a complex questionnaire and ruth-
less new criteria designed to strip tens of
thousands of their entitlements under the
new Incapacity Allowance.

® With over 400,000 people now
homeless in Britain, at least 50 projects
for homeless people will have govern-
ment cash cut off, with many more facing
a 50% cut. Clarke’s Budget cuts will
slash housing association house-building

.....

]
The welfare state is a

crucial battie ground; and
welfare rights offer winnable
issues to rally mass
opposition to the Tories.

by 40%. And with 1,000 families a week
having lost their houses through repos-
session in 1994, the Budget changes will
strip mortgage payers who lose their jobs
of state support to cover interest pay-
ments for the first nine months of unem-
ployment.

® Local councils all over the coimtry |

are running out of cash to fund commu-
nity care for the frail elderly, and this will
get worse as each year thousands more

patients are added to the queue for care.

Meanwhile penstoners are already being
forced to spend their life savings and sell
their homes to pay for their own care in
private nursing homes in one

ey of the most cynical of the

. Tory privatisation schemes.
- ® Government-imposed
. cuts on council budgets are

. again savaging education
o services, with thousands of
. 1 teaching jobs at risk. Stu-

dents face a further squeeze
on poverty-line grants.

@ Health authorities are
still forcing the pace with
plans for hospital closures
and the threatened cost-cut-
ting massacre of the Blood
Transfusion Service.

These cuts will all hurt,
and hit hardest at those least
able to fight back. They are
all immensely unpopular.
But in a sense they can all be
seen as aimed at soft targets:
Tony Blair’s Labour Party,
preoccupied with courting

the prosperous middle class

with endless pledges not to
increase taxes or public spending, has
shown no interest in fighting on any of
these 1ssues.

No answers

There has been no Labour campaign in
defence of benefits; no Labour policy to
tackle homelessness; Labour shamefully
supported the Tory community care re-
forms and has done nothing to campaign
on the issue; the Party’s education poli-
cies are in total confusion, reeling from
the double blow of the arrival of the dis-

‘astrous David Blunkett and the notorious

decision of Tony Blair to endorse opt-out
schools; and the Party has been tongue-
tied on the NHS since Margaret Beckett
took over in the autumn.

Yet the last 12 months have shown that
campaigning can force some retreats.

It was not Labour’s leadership but the
valiant campaigning by pensioners
groups across the country which kept the
VAT issue alive and eventually forced a
Tory defeat. |

And strident public campaigns against
hospital cuts have notched up important
victories in Bristol, in Surrey and most
recently in London, with aretreat over the
closure of the casualty unit at Central
Middlesex Hospital.

Now a new government policy docu-
ment on the workings of the NHS ‘inter-
nal market’ has been drafted to include
‘get-out’ clauses allowing ministers to
over-ride market criteria and block clo-
sures of ‘popular’ hospitals.

The welfare state is a crucial battle
ground; and welfare rights offer winnable
issues to rally mass opposition to the
Tories. |

Rather than wait for the Tories to col-
lapse of their own accord, campaigns
must be built which exploit the obvious
divisions and unpopularity of the ruling
party, and which mobilise and organise
the working class.

That offers a useful new year’s resolu-
tion for every socialist.
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Rising tide of
young homeless

By Terry Smith

AS THE traditional Christmas
flurry of concern for the
homeless fades again into a
new year, more young people
than ever are being forced
onto the streets in the social

crisis of John Major's Tory

Britain.

In 1988 the Tories acted to
stop benefit payments to 16 and
17 year-olds, at a stroke forcing
hundreds deeper into poverty
and homelessness. Benefits for
18-24 year olds were also cut,
and will be cut again by the Job-
seekers Allowance in 1995.

The result is that once they fall

into the homeless trap, there is |

little way back out. Housing
charities are now demanding
- that benefits be restored to job-
less youth, alongside an increase
in affordable rented accommo-
dation, supported hostel places
and other measures to care for
those sleeping rough.

A survey of 1,500 homeless
young people by the housing
charity Centrepoint published

Action

_ fOr health &

“welfare
Newspaper
defending the
Welfare State

Bundles of 25 £6 (un-

ions)/ £4 (pensioners) In-

dividual subs £5/£3.
Union and LP affiliations

- -

£25, pensioners & unem-
ployed £10
Write to WSN,
c/o Southwark TUSU,
42 Braganza St
London SE17

last month showed that a mas-
sive 42% were aged 17 or
younger. Nearly half were black
or from ethnic minorities.

Two out of every five were
women, with nearly half of them
in the younger 16-17 age group,
compared to a third of the men.

The vast majority had been

forced to leave home. 30% had

been told to go, 27% left because

of family arguments, and eight -

percent left because of physical
or sexual violence.

London

Unlike the pattern in the
1980s, when many young home-
less people gravitated to London
from other parts of the country,
Centrepoint now finds an in-
creasing proportion are from the
South East.

Yet two thirds of the young-
sters had gained some educa-
tional qualifications, and most
said they were looking for work.

There is no doubt that the ris-
ing tide of misery on the streets
is linked to growing unemploy-
ment, overcrowding and the so-

cial pressures of a society
divided by Tory policies.
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Build demo to defend welfare state

STEVE FRENCH reports

on the December 3
conference of the

Campaign to Defend the
Welfare State (CDWS)

The CDWS Conference
lacked any campaigning
edge, though 1t showed it
ability to attract important
forces from the labour move-
ment.

Over 200 attended, and plat-

form speakers gave a thorough
statistical analysts of the Tory
offensive; but unfortunately no
debate was allowed 1n the ple-
nary sessions, and no speakers
were called from the floor.

GMB union leader John Ed-
monds welcomed Labour’s re-
discovered call for full
employment, and argued that

‘concrete needs to be rmxed in
with the rhetoric.’

He advocated a major pro-
gramme of public works,
though neither he nor other plat-
form speakers explained how
this could take place without
thwarting the Blair leadership’s
attempt to dump Clause Four,
and the Gordon Brown’s firm

rejectton of any commitment to

increased public spending.

Morning Star editor Tony

Chater called for ‘action’ to de-
fend the welfare state, but was

Put some
concrete Iin the

John Edmonds

not specific. Former CP General
Secretary Gordon MacLennon
went further, and called for
strike action to defend the wel-

- fare state.

Of course this raises wider
issues. A week earlier at the
‘Right to Strike’ conference,
Fire Brigades Union leader Ken.
Cameron had talked of the ‘need
to strike to defend essential pub-
lic services’.

Campaigning

Strikes are needed: but they

can best be prepared as the prod-
uct of a big, active campaign in
the labour movement.

Socialist Outlook supporters
won support in one of the work-
shops for calling a national
demonstration this spring in de-

fence of the welfare state.
Closing the conference, Ken
Livingstone said that this pro-
posal would be discussed by the
officers and taken up with trade
union leaders. |
No new -officers were
elected, and this was less than a
full-blooded campaign commit-
ment. However it does offer an

. opportunity to press the CDWS

to campaign actively rather than
remain a talking shop.
Informally, conference or-
ganisers accepted the need to
move the CDWS upafew gears.
We must try to ensure this hap-
pens. . .
Activists should propose |
their organisations affiliate to
CDWS, and declare support for
a national demonstration. B
Such initiatives can run
alongside building the confer-
ences and campaign work of the
activist-based Welfare State
Network, whose highly suc-
cessful lobby of Parliamentisto
be followed by a programme of -
activities in 1995. |
. Leaders like Edmonds must
be pressed to put some concrete
into their own rhetoric. We need
to see them at the rostrum of this
year’s Labour Conference mov-
ing resolutions to commit a La-
bour government' to a major
increase in public spending and .
common ownership. |

Fred Leplat

UNISON, Islington A

branch

Welfare State Network

Working Conference

3 Job Seekers Allowance (O Incapacity Benefit
Benefits for Youth and Students (O Workshops and dis-

clission

SATURDAY
February 18

University of London

Union

Malet St London

Speakers include: ® TONY BENN MP @ ALAN SIMP-
SON MP @ JILL MOUNTFORD (Welfare State Network)

@ SARAH WELLINGS (NUS) @ KEVIN SEXTON (NUS) @
JOHN LISTER (London Health Emergency)
Credentials/details ring 071-639-5068

New Left launched in UNISON

UNISON has a new left.

Launched on December 3 in
Leeds the first conference of the
Campaign for Fighting and
Democratic Unison (CFDU)
was attended by 100 delegates
and 30 observers from 60
branches. Five NEC members
were also present.

Its friendly and cooperative
spirit indicates that there is a
large degree of agreement on
the threats ahead and upon the
response necessary.

The union is still only merged
at national and regional level.
Very few branches have
merged. Members do not under-
stand why.

Division

The continued division is al-
lowing employers to push ahead

with their attacks. The CFDU
will argue for joint campaigns

- of branches and joint work in

disputes in order to hasten the
merger.

Behind the back of the NEC
and Regional Committees
“Senior Management Teams™
are making all the decisions to
reduce the deficit. A third of
UNISON’s staff are losing their

~ jobs. Most of those who. are

leavmg are admlmstratlve staff
—those who directly support the -
work of ex-NALGO branches.

Combined with the attack on
facility time by employers and
the centralisation of the control
of resources of UNISON, the
union bureaucracy 1s tightening
its grip on branches and eroding
union democracy by every
means. ‘

Nevertheless the left is in a
good position to make a chal-
lenge and get a wide audience
for its ideas. The elections to the
National Local Government
Service Group Executive
showed that where the left stood
it could be successful. o

Now the CFDU has umted--
everyone to the left of the Morn-
ing Star. The exception is the
SWP, who do not support the
CFDU and continue to organise
in the union through “Fight-
back™, afront which it controls.

The Tories are deeply un-
popular.

This gives us an excellent ba-
sis on which to rebuild the con-
fidence of public sector workers
to take action against these at-
tacks. The CFDU must argue
for UNISON to organise a fight-
back now.
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APRIL 29 1995. That s day
labour movement activists
must focus on after they wake

up bleary eyed after their
‘New Year’s Eve parties.

Last month’s Labour Party
NEC decided by 20 votes to 3 to

- organise a special conference on

that date, to overturn 1994 con-
ference policy and steamroller
the leadership’s proposals for a
rewrite of Clause IV through the
movement. |

~ A rigged questionnaire will

“be circulated to party members

in January with questions
framed in such a way as to make
it difficult for people to indicate
their support for common own-
ership. At the NEC Dennis Skin-

- ner proposed that members be

allowed to indig:gte whether they
wanted to retain the Clause. This
was defeated.

The April conference 1S
clearly designed to exclude
democratic discussion as most
trade unions have their confer-
ences in the summer. The reason
ts clear. Blair 1s worried that any

~ such discussion would lead to a

victory for those of us who want
to retain Clause IV.

All the evidence points to a
groundswell of support for the
Defend Clause IV Campaign. A
sample survey of CLP’s shows
that 59 out of the 61 surveyed
have already voted to defend
Clause IV. Peckham, Dunferm-

‘hne East and Blackburn CLPs

are among those who are in fa-

Get these passed at
Labour Party and
trade union meetings.
Send a copy of
resolutions carried to
the Labour Party NEC
and to the Defend
Clause IV Campaign.

1. We support the decisions

of the 1993 and 1994 Labour
Party conferences to reaffirm

- Clause Four of the Constitu-
tion. We believe that the basic

principles in Clause Four are
still valid.

- We call on the leadership. and
the NEC to abandon their pro-

- MPs —~

Organise
to save
Clause
Four

vour of retention to the consid-
erable embarrassment of their
Harriet Harman, Gordon
Brown and Jack Straw.

Support

The majority of Labour
MEPs have also come out in

' ~support of the Clause. ASLEF,

NUM, BECTU, GPMU, FBU,
EPIU have also committed
themselves to the current consti-
tutional position.

The RMT seem likely to sup- |

port and NCU President Bill Fry
has spoken publicly in favour of
defending Clause IV. -
Significantly the Tribune edi-
torial of 16 December argues
“Surely, the best advice avail-
able to the Labour leader is for
him to quietly drop opposition to
Clause Four, while persuading
the party of the merits of an

added aims and values docu-

B:ckerstaffe UNISON’s a tough
nut to crack

posal to engage in a debate on
the Party’s constitution. Such a
debate can only be divisive at a
time when maximum effort
should be put into campaigning
against the Tory government.

2. We note that the Tories are
now in total disarray and can-
not be sure of commanding a
majority in the House of Com-
mons. This should give La-
bour additional incentive to
step up their attacks on the
Tories and keep them on the

run.

We believe that Labour should
not let anything deflect it from
attacking the Tories and cam-
paigning in favour of Labour’s

- alternative policies.
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Tony Blair: signing up for Tory policies

It’s the way

ment”.

Key to winning the fight will
be the Regional Labour Party
conferences set for the first three
months of 1995 and the National
Labour Women’s conference in
April.

At every regional conference
the left must ensure that delega-
tions are mandated to support
resolutions which support
Clause IV and common owner-
ship. Fringe meetings need to be
organised now. The centre-left
unions MSF, TGWU and UNI-
SON are vital and must be per-
suaded to support Clause IV.

~ Unhappy
- London Region MSF have al-

"ready voted in favour of the

campaign and the T&G reps on
the Labour Party NEC, Dan
Duffy and Diane Holland are

known to be unhappy with Bill

Morris’ compromise with Blair.
In Scotland there are more

than twenty resolutions defend-

ing Clause IV for Scottish La-
bour Conference in March. The
Scottish committees of FBU,
UCATT and MSF are set against
any change in Labour’s consti-
tution.

UNISON will be a tough nut
to crack as the majority of the
organised left are ex-NALGO
and consequently will not have
a vote on the question.

The next two or three months
will'be crucial. If we organise we
can win, and ensure that Labour
enters the pre election period
with its commitment to common
ownership intact.

—
Two Model Resolutions

We therefore deeply regret the
current proposals to re-examine
Labour’s constitution and are
particularly concerned by the de-
cision to hold an unnecessary
and expensive special Party con-
ference on April 29.

This prevents the conferences
of Labour's affiliated organisa-
tions even considering the pro-
posals. Also the Party should be
concentrating on the forthcom-
ing local government elections.

We therefore call on the NEC
to call off the speciat conference

“In the belief that the Party’s an-

nual conference in the autumn
gives ample opportunity to de-
bate any constitutional reforms
which will genuinely help unite
the Party before the next General
Election.

he tells

them ...

Tony Blair Breakfast
With Frosttranscnpt

June 12 1994.

FROST “If there was in fact
a sort of campaign or move
to get rid of Clause Four
would. you actwely oppose
that?” -

Blair: “I thmk the most :
important thing is for the )
Labour Party to state what
its economic priorities are,
and there has been
discussion about CIause 4
over the past couple of
years, and | understand

~ why that is, but | think the

most important thing at the
present time, and | think -
where everybody in the
party wants to see the
Labour Party go,isto
construct its policies for
the next general election
and make those clear

befere the British people.”

Frost : “Do you have your
own on Clause 4, | mean
would you oppose its bemg
dropped?” |
Blair: “Well, | don’t thlnk
anyone actually wants that
to be the priorityof the
Labour Party at the
moment. | mean, |
understand why people
have raised this, and there
are people who have

raised it across a whole
spectrum ot the polmeal
panv } 3 ] .

Frost: “Jack Straw Neil Km-

nock....

Blair: “Absolutelv right.

- But | don’t think that

anyone Is saying now,
looking ahead to the next
two years in the run-up to
an election, that this is
what we should focus on.
And | think for the vast
majority of British People,
| don’t think they sit out
there and debate the
intricacies of the Labour
Party Constitution.”
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Transport House for sale’P

Morris backs
sacked bus
workers

TGWU leader Bill Morris
has told a rally
Chelmsford that he would
sell the union’s Transport
House headquarters if it
were necessary to help the
bus workers win.

His speech is part of a devel-
oping campaign seeking the re-

instatement of the 105 sacked

by Eastern National for taking

lawful strike action to resist un-

safe working hours.
It has been gathering mo-

‘mentum in recent weeks as a
‘number of the sacked workers

have gone into workplaces to
explain the dispute and ask for
support. The boycott of Eastern

National has also been supple-

mented by a free minibus to
local bus users who need trans-
port but want to avmd scab
buses.

Support group

The support group estab-
lished by the Trades Council
has received broad backing
from local trades unionists,the
Freedom Network, supporters
of Socialist Outlook and mem-
bers of the SWP 1n Essex.

There have been two
marches through Chelmsford in
December. The first was a street
party organised by the Essex
Freedom Network m dehance
of the Criminal Justce AL

It thed 10 stop outssde of the
bus station to read out the
names and service records of
the sacked workers — which 1s
over 2,000 years.

Although this would have
only lasted a few minutes the
police totally overreacted and
attacked the demonstration —
which the police later admitted

e

had been totally peaceful. They
‘made three arrests.

This was not an entirely
negative outcome however as
the police panic led them to seal
off the bus station for more than
half an hour! |

The second march was or-
ganised nationally by the
TGWU and attracted the sup-
port of almost 1,000 trades un-
ionists and activists from Essex
and London. Although the turn-

out was reasonable, and has

certainly increased the morale

of sacked workers, it could

have been much larger.
The march was followed by

a rally addressed by Bill Mor-

ris. He referred to a letter from
Badgerline threatening to sue
the TGWU for claiming that it,
rather than just Eastern Na-
tional, was involved in the dis-
pute.

Their denial is obviously

false —the buses have the Badg-
erline logo sprayed all over

them.

Nevertheless Morris prom-
ised to sell Transport House if
it was necessary to defeat litiga-
tion and win the dispute. He
knows that Badgerline has to
date no basis for mounting legal
action.

Just the same, sacked work-
ers and rank and file members
of the TGWU should demand
he puts his money where his
mouth 1s by calling for sohdar-
ity action throughout Badger-
iine 10 force 1 W remstate the
by workers and engage 1n
[rover DRCOCARNS OVEr e
and WOrKIne HOUrs.

Onh then » ouid the procuse
become more than rhetonc.

The TGWU is intending to
organise another march early in
the new year. It is important that
left-wing union activists mobi-
lise to make it as large as possi-
ble.

By a BT worker

A NEW union has been
formed uniting members of
the National Communica-

~ tions Union and the Union of

Communication Workers. It
will organise 300,000 mem-
bers, mainly in BT and the

" Post Office.

“The UCW has had a unity pol-
icy for 70 years. The left has
fought for it since the battle

- against the separation of the

post office from British Tele-
com. | |
However, as with most recent
union mergers, the main force
behind unity has been the fall in
membership of both unions —
especially the NCU. UCW de-

cline is now beginning to accel- -
erate due to competition to the

Post Office, commercialisation
and electronic mail.
Falling membership inevita-

=
It will be ten years this
year since the Murdoch

jaunched his onslaught on

media workers.

The long bitter dispute set
the tone of a decade of Tory
attacks on the trade union.

Now the millionaire tycoon
is now making friendly
noises in the direction of
Blair's “New Labour™.

On January 21 the Na-
tional Union of Journalists is
organising a march to de-
mand rights for all trade un-

Now it’s SIR
Sellout!

GAVIN Laird, the Tories’ favourite union leader has
picked up a kmghthoed as the latest mark of appre-
ciation from the capitalist class. After a lifetime on

his knees, the ceremony will be a doddle.
With Laird as General Secretary, the Amalgamated Un-
ion of Engmeermg Workers has connived at all the Tory
“anti-union laws, merged with the strikebreaking Electri-
cians and Plumbers (EETPU), signed single-union.deals
with multinationals, left the Timex workers to isolation
and defeat, and helped successive Labour leaders attack

the left.

Laird has been lavishly rewarded for his eﬂerls in ad-
dition to his generous union salary, he has picked up di-
rectorships from grateful bosses, sitting on the boards of
Scottish Television, GEC Scotiand and Britannia Life. In
December he was appointed to the Board of the Edin-

“burgh Investment Trust, picking up a cool £7,500 a year.

Trusty Gavin was even nominated by Margaret

~ Thatcher for a term on the Board of the Bank of England!

.

bly causes great financial brob-

lems - for the bureaucrats in
| partlcular |

The situation in both unions

- is balanced. The UCW has one

of the most militant member-
ships of any unions in western
Europe, as measu red by strike
days lost. |

Right wing

But its leadership under Alan

~ Johnson is not only highly bu-

reaucratised and right wing, but
riding high after the Tory

climbdown over privatisation.

The leadership are solidly pro-
Blair and anti-clause [V. The left

is weak and disorganised.

~ The NCU on the other hand

has little record of industrial
militancy outside the 1983-7
privatisation period. Local ac-
tion is rare.

It is internally unstable and

polarised owing to the existence
of an electorally powerful Broad

jonists, including Maria
Hoyle who was sacked from
Murdoch’s Today in Novem-
ber for organising for work-
ers’ rights.

The union wants to rebuild

| Left.

S T e - . . .
. .. - - .

New union um
commumcatlon
workers

es

Left which has been in office

three times since 1983.

Its Broad Left is at a low ebb
at the moment because a minor-
ity recently teamed up with the
right wing and pushed through
an agreement with BT for ex-
tended working hours.

The NCU’s Labour Party and
TUC delegations however are
among the most left wing in the
labour movement, voting to re-
tain Clause IV at the Labour
Party conference. |

All the signs are that the com-
bined leadership will now use-
the merger to undermine the

relatively democratic regime in -

the NCU and to attack the Broad
Already the nght of candi-

- dates for national office to cam-

paign for support is under
threat.

The NCU left voted at its AGM
to link up with the UCW left. The
scene is set for a bruising battle..

NUJ march for
rgnts

organisation throughout the -
media and in every industry
that has suffered similar at-
tacks. It is encouraging sup-
port for the demonstration
from all trade unionists.

March for Union Rights
Saturday 21 Janvary

Assemble 9.45 Tower Hill

March to News International. Bring Banners

R — p—
U e s
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budget

faces axe

By Harry Sloan

THE POOREST cotintries
in Africa could be among
the losers from last
autumn’s Republican
gains in the US

Congressional elections.
Huge cuts in aid to Africa
as well as cash for Boris
Yeltsin's Russian economy
are among the key proposals
from the new chair of the
Senate’s subcommitiee on
foreign operations.
Republican Mitch McCon-
nell, who takes over this
month, has called for a 20%
across-the board cut in
spending abroad, with aid
payments restricted to coun-
tries which assist US secu-
rity and economic interests.

Hawk protestors

Lined up the chop iIs the
Development Fund for Af-
rica, which has had a budget
of $800 million a yeatr. |
McConnell's justififying argu-
ment is hrutally frank:

“In the past, development
assistance has focused on
relieving the symptoms of
noverty and despair. But hy
-any standard the fact is that
most poor countries are still
noor.”

VicConnell is echoing the
views of toreign relations
committee chair Jesse
Helms, whao describes for-
eign aid as ‘throwing money
down a rathole .

The praspects of the ‘new
world order’ and the capital-
Ist market system improving
life for the African masses
seem further away than evetr.

g0 beyond

By Aidan Saiter |

IT WAS NOT quite business
as usual for Manchester
hosses invited by the gover-
nor of Jakarta to the “beyond
the imagination” evening of

~food and entertainment at the
plush Piccadilly hotel Pea-

cock Suite.

Demonstrators from Stop the
Hawk Deal (part of the national
Stop The Hawks - No Arms To
Indonesia Coalition) made sure
that the boozy banquet designed
as a sweetener to lure local in-
vestors to Jakarta left a sour
taste in their mouths.

No doubt the guests were sold
an exotic picture of Indonesia as
the land of opportunity with
abundant natural resources, a
rapidly expanding market in one
of the fastest growing econo-
mies in South East Asia. All lu-
bricated by fine claret of course.

Business appetites may aiso
have been whetted by the less
savoury images of a cheap, in-
dustrious, docile, obliging,
argely female workforce, kept in
ine by the government controi-
ed S.P.S.I. union - slavering at

the mouth they must have been.

| eaflets handed out by dem-
onstrators spelt out the other
side of the Indonesian experi-
ence: massive human rights vio-
lations under the Suharto
dictatorship, genocide in the
course of the 19 year occupation
of East Timor, and a growing
mass opposition facing increas-
Ing state repression.
- The guests were forewarned
that political instability and so-
cial unrest would jeopardise in-

Jakarta’s
imagination

vestment. Butthey weren't fore-
‘warned about what was to ac-
company the hors d’oeuvres.

A surprise awaited the diners

inside the Peacock Suite. In a
weicoming speech a protestor,
who had somehow received an
invitation, spoke out for several
-minutes to a stunned audience
about the reality of Indonesia.

- Only after delivering a blister-
Ing exposé was he escorted
away by hotel security at the re-
quest of the Indonesian officials.

Another protestor was also
ejected after talking about East
Timor.

Stop The Hawk Deal, in tan-
dem with the Preston Coalition
For East Timor, will be stepping
up action in the coming months,
so overpaid overfed investors
beware!

Contact: STHD ¢/0 One World
Centre, 6 Mount St, Manchester
M2 5NS and PCET c/o Global
Education Centre, St Peters
Square Preston PR1 7BX.

Tide turning
againSt
Indone
junta

By Paul Walker

1995 is going to be adifficult
year for the Suharto regime

in Indonesia.

The previous twelve months
have witnessed a fundamental
change in the political situation
in regard to the occupation of
East Timor and the developing
democracy movement in Indo-
nesia itself.

As reported in the last issue
of Socialist Outlook the events
of November 12th saw the
emergence of both a more or-
ganised and deeper rooted resis-
tance movement in East Timor,
the first signs of support for that
resistance in Indonesia, and the
development of an international
solidarity movement with the
East Timorese struggie.

The panic measures adopted
by Suharto to deal with the

“events in East Timor show a

regime manoeuvering in an ever
closing political space. The ref-
erendum at gunpoint and the

forced demonstration and rally

organised by the military in the

capital, Dili (during which the

assembled crowd was ha-
rangued by the military officials
about the benefits of integration
into Indonesia), have only re-
sulted in a hardening of the civil
resistance to Jakarta’s rule.
Significantly the overwhelm-
ing bulk of the demonstrators n
Dili on 12th November 1994
had not started school when the
Indonesians invaded in 1975.

New generation

The generation educated in
special schools where the re-
gime banned their own lan-
guages and implemented a
rigorous program of indoctrina-
tion have given their verdict on
this process.

The youngest of the 125 de-
tained follow the uprising are
two 13 year olds, Albano de Je-
sus and Antonio Gonclaves.
Most of the detainees are work-
ers, peasants and students.

International opinion is also
beginning to shift. East Timor 1s
no longer just a small country,
far away, about which people
know nothing.

February will see the publica-
tion of the report to the Sist
session of the UN Special Hu-
man Rights Commission by the
UN special rapporteur on East
Timor, Bacre Waly Ndiaye.

The report will refer to the
Santa Cruz killings on Novem-

Demonstratton outside Indonesian Embassy in London

ber 12th 1991 as a massacre.
This will effectively undermine
the continued Indonesian de-
scription of it as an “incident”.

The Amnesty International
report on the events of Novem-
ber 12th 1994 points to the ex-
cessive force and ill treatment
used by the security forces in
Dili. It also notes that, whilst
under the gaze of the world’s
media, no one was actually

killed, some demonstrators

were beaten until their faces
were “unrecognizable”.

Additionally the Interna-
tional Confederation of Free
Trade Unions has passed a reso-
lution condemning the Indone-
sian occupation and widespread
human right abuses.

True, these reports only add
to the paper mountain reporting
the long standing atrocities of
the Indonesian regime: but they
do add significant pressure to all
those international leaders who
are sitting on the fence.

Mandela

One of these 1s Nelson Man-
dela, who only a few months
after being released from prison
visited Suharto and accepted a
cheague for $10 million to pay

 off ANC debts.

The international solidanty
movement has exerted enor-
mous pressure on Mandela to
speak out for the people of East
Timor and to end his cosy rela-
tionship with Suharto.

Inside the ANC there has
been a growing debate about the
issue. During his opening ad-

dress to the ANC Conference 1n
mid December 1994 Mandela
called explicitly for support for
the people of East Timor:

“We cannot be found want-
ing in expressing our sohidarity
with friends in need in other
parts of the world including the
people of Cuba, East Timor,
Palestine and elsewhere.”

Diplomatic words? Only
time will tell.

Meanwhile the campaign to
stop the delivery of Hawk
ground attack aircraft to Indone-
sia and for a military embargo
has gathered pace in Britain.
The coalition “Stop The Hawks
— No Arms to Indonesia™ 1s or-
ganising a year of action in
1995.

Events will include a mass
protest at the British Aerospace
AGM in late April, trespasses, a
mass day of action on Novem-

ber 12th and a mass lobby or

Parliament on December 7th
1995 which is the twentieth an-
niversary of the Indonesian n-
vasion of East Timor.

1995, 1s, therefore, a critical
year for solidarity work with
East Timor and the democratic
movement in Indonesia.

One easy task isto get Labour
Party and trade unions branches
to sponsor the campaign - this 1s
free but donations are welcome.

An action pack is available
that outlines all the campaign-
ing a possibilities for the year
ahead.

Write to Stop the Hawks, c/o
PO Box 2349, London E1 3HX
with a cheque for £1.20.
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Satpal Ram campaign continues its struggle

4,000 jobs at risk as

By Ann Baye

THE END of 1994 saw a surge of
action among teachers, especially 1n
London, opposing the government’s

intended cuts in Section 11 funding.

Section 11 refers to special payments
from the Home Office to local authorities
considered to need to provide extra sup-
port for children from ethnic minority
backgrounds ‘whose languages or cus-
toms differ from those of the commu-
nity’.

Section 11 teachers work in main-
stream schools to support such children,
many of whom are just beginning to learn
English. The London borough of
Waltham Forest alone has over 2,000
children needing Section 11 support.

These children are expected to follow
the National Curriculum and participate
in lessons in the ordinary classroom.
Such integration is important socially and
culturaily as well as academically.

Interacting with children whose first
language is English allows many of them
to become fluent speakers of Enghish
quite quickly, although learning to read
and write, especially for some refugee
children who have learned literacy in dif-
ferent alphabets and particularly for those
who have had no previous formal school-
ing, usually takes longer.

Many of those who need and have
benefited from Section 11 support are not
recent immigrants but members of com-
Tunines speaxing languages which hav
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Fighting

on for
| justice

THE BATTLES against Brit-
ain’s racist immigration
laws and criminal justice
system continue into a new

1989 after marrying a British-
citizen. Her marriage broke

year. minimum of l!elve m ll
On December 13 the High they are fo mnl h risk of
Court refused Mauritian deportation. U is cam-
Prakash Chavrimootoo and paigning not nlly for Prakash
her son Prem a judicial re- but for the scrapping of the 12-
view against their deporta- month time limit and other
tion.Their case, backed by the:  racist inmigration legisiation.
West Midiands Anti Deporta- ~ The campaign for The re-
tion Campaign has also been lease of restasrant worker Sai-
‘officially backed by her union,  pal Ram, jailed in 1986 after
UNISON. resisling racial violeace, has
Prakash came to England in  continued o gather strength.

A judicial review scheduled
for November 4 was post-

up after a few months as a re-
sult of domestic violence. But
the immigration laws stipu-_
late that wives of British citi-
zens must live with them for a

poned at the last momest o
December 15, forcing support-
ers to reorganise what prom-
ised to be a large lobby at the
High Court.

Teachers fight
Section 11 cuts

Section 11 funding is vital to ensure equality of opportunity for school students

classroom, teachers are able to devote
more attention to the needs of the major-

1ty.
Racist

The threatened cuts to Section 11 are
racist, and further undermine even the
pretence of equal opportunities. They are
part of a pattern of the government’s
drive towards a tiered education system,
which aims to produce a well-schooled
(rather than educated) elite, flexible,
skilled workforce alongside an educa-
tionally-deprived mass — the future re-
serve army of unemployed.

The cuts will undermine all learning 1n
multicultural schools, and will worsen
teachers’ conditions of service. The lev-
els of need of students are rising in many
areas. and demands on individual class
~2zchars will inevitably increase, so that
TSIz I cyza:i tha- ime and re-
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redundancy notices as a direct result of
Section 11 cuts. - Some esti-
mates put the number of jobs threatened
nationally as high as 4,000.

Compulsory redundancy is being used
in some areas, but the cuts are being
administered unevenly. While Tower
Hamlets is likely to suffer heavy losses
under Section 11, Tory Westminster 1s
able to make up the funding shortfall so
as to avoid redundancies.

In the fact of the NUT leadership’s
inaction, a group of twelve London NUT
groups, with the Socialist Teachers Alli-
ance taking a central role, organised a
Day of Action on December 7.

Lobbying

This included an afternoon lobby of
the Department for Education by some
300 teachers, putting their views to Edu-
cation Secretarv Gillian Shephard, fol-
lowed by a lobby of the Home Office and
z maeting with NUT General Secretary
IR NS e

- L A -»
-

services face axe

st

The lobby and march mvolved open
defiance of the new Criminal Justice Act.
An evening rally featured speakers from
the Anti racist Alliance and the NUT's
Race Advisory Committee, while speak-
ers from the floor warned that some Sec-
tion 11 teachers could face deportation.

Speeches linked the fight on Section
11 with the need for a wider campaign to
defend state education. The Tories have
set the total standard spendmg assess-
ment for local authorities this year at a
level even lower than last year’s meagre
level, and councils are predicting that this

will mean further job losses in education

and higher pupil/teacher ratios.

insecunty

Like other public sector workers,
teachers face worsening conditions of
service, greater job insecurity (linked to
increased use of fixed-term comtracts)
and the imposition of performance re-
lated pay.

Of course securing adequate funding

is not the only important ingredient of a
recipe to save Britain’s crisis-ndden eda-

cation system.

Only a break from the divisive, mar-
ket-oriented policics typified by grant
maintained status for schools (the opt-
outs now patronised by Tony Blair), the
League Tables, the infamous Tory- im-
posed SATS tests and the existing Na-
tional Curriculum can begin to undo the
damage done to the future of Brtam’s
youth.

NUT members are increasingly vocal
in their criticism of the Labour leadershap
for selling out on these 1ssues.Socialists
should be supporting the efforts to win
public support for alternative policies de-
signed to allow equal access for all to a
truly comprehensive, liberating educa-







