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BARINGS Bank, the oldest in the City
of London, collapses, revealing that
bank employees like Nick Leeson
have been routinely risking hundreds
of millions of other people’s money
in crazy gambles on the movement of

stock markets.

The Baring family which has creamed
off mjilions from the bank over two centu-
ries of exploitation and speculation now
cynically try to wash their hands of the
conduct of the executives whom they ap-
pointed and gave a free hand to maxi-
mise profits, regardiess of the
consegquences.

0f course the cash at risk from their
speculative efforts is not all from the
Queen or wealthy right wing institutions
like the Royal Colliege of Nursing: hun-
dreds of mitlions in pension funds was
invested with Barings, who might just as
well have put it all on a horse. Other
banks are doing the same thing every
day.

Creating crisis

The fact is that the banking system is at
the centre of the anarchy of the capitalist
free market: it does not just respond to
shocks and crises, it creates them.

Bankers lay down brutal terms for
loans, or pull the plug on firms or whole
industries, sparing not a thought for the
thousands of jobs at stake, or the com-
munities they are devastating.

Tony Blair calls feebly for more regu-
lation of the City, but then tries to reas-
sure bosses that a Labour will leave
their profits and market freedoms intact.
That's also why he is so keen to ditch
Clause Four.

But there will be more and bigger Bar-
ings-style crises as long as the banks re-
main in private hands, ruthlessly
deploying the power of capital in pursuit
of maximum profit.

Nothing could more clearly underline
the need for the nationalisation of the
banks and finance houses, as part of a
planned socialist economy. Until it con-
fronts the power of the banks, Labour
leaders are condemned to act as their
servants.
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Protests in i ,g
Warwickshiref:
formed the |s
launch-pad
for the ¥ o

campaign |

flghtback

MARCH 25 will see
thousands of parents,
teachers, school
governors and school
students demonstrate in
London on the first
national protest against
education cuts for many
years.

Organising the march is
a new organisation FACE
(Fight Against Cuts in
Education) formed in
Warwickshire but
drawing support from all
over the country.
Socialist Outlook spoke

FACE.

S0: What is the political
stance of FACE?

SL: The campaign is obvi-
ously political — we are fight-
ing government cuts,
implemented at local level by
county and borough councils
—but it is not party political.
FACE is a very broad um-
brella group to keep local cam-
paigns in touch and suggest
national events and strategies
for fighting cuts. It draws sup-

~ port from those members of all
three main parties who are ac-
tively opposed to the cuts.

S0: How wide is the spread
of support you are receiv-
ing?

SL: We have contacts cover-
ing the whole of England,

and now Wales as well.

We would like to involve
Scotland, too, but we are not
sure how far similar probiems
are affecting them. Groups
have been in touch from New-
castle to Devon, and there are
more calls every day.

- 80: Are these all ad-hoc lo-
cal campaigns, or organisa-
tions?

SL: Both. FACE is now sup-

ent Teacher Associations and
the Campaign for State Educa-

* tion, but it is also supported
by a network of local cam-
paigns springing up in towns
and cities as angry parents or-
ganise to fight back.

S0: It appears that the Na-
tional Union of Teachers
has attempted to hold back
support for your campaiagn,
hinting that FACE is some
kind of left wing front. What
support are you receiving
from teachers?

SL: FACE is a genuinely
broad campaign, not control-
led by any political party or
faction. |
We are approaching the NUT

nationally seeking their sup-
port. On a local fevel many
teachers have been very demor-
alised by the NUT ballot vote to
end the fight against the SATs
tests, and in many areas it ap-
pears that the anti-cuts cam-
paign is pushing the local NUT
into activity.

~ But we are receiving strong
support from NUT members
and from branches: in Leeds,
for example, the NUT branch

“has booked a coach to go down
‘1o the March 25 demonstration,

even though there are no educa-
tion cuts in the city!

ing to education? It ap-
pears that the county
councils are making much
bigger cuts than London
and the big cities.

SL: This year the county
councils face a much tighter
cap on education spending
after years in which the
squeeze was on the inner cit-
ies, and many of them made

painful cuts.

Now in Oxfordshire, for ex-
ample, the Liberals and Tories
have combined to adopt a cuts
budget which will slash educa-

tion spending by 5.8%, on top
of which there is the under-
funding of teachers’ pay, result-
ing in a cut of well over 6
percent: this means 300 teach-
ing jobs face the axe in the
county.

In Lambeth, on the other
hand, where | spoke at a raily

- on Saturday, the cuts come

from a different source: the
council has decided to cut the *
council tax. The borough has
actually been given an extra £7
million for education, but has
decided to make cuts of £8 mil-
lion instead.

In the big cities, it appears that
the cuts are much more a result
of the under-funding of the teach-
ers’ pay award than outright cuts
in allocation: in the counties the
big issue is the cuts.

Of course there is also the divi-

cash everywhere. In Lambeth
one opted-out school has £1 mil-
lion in reserves, and is not facing
any cuts: it will earn as much in
interest as the state schools are
losing in the borough.

S0: A big factor in your
campaign is opposition to
larger class sizes.

SL: Yes, many areas are fac-
Ing class sizes increasing to-
wards the 40 mark.

This is not education, but
crowd control: the individual
needs of the children cannot be

catered for in bid classes, and
the result would be that the
able child will find work too
easy and get bored, while those
struggling to keep up will
switch off for lack of help and
encouragement.

Teachers will be less able to
respond to the emotional and
social needs of the children,
such as combating bullying,
child abuse and drug abuse.
Children only get one chance at
education. We have got to fight
for the resources to make sure
we get it right. And that means
fighting now.

S0: How is FACE organis-
ing in the run-up to March
25?

SL: We are doing meetings
around the country, and urg-

with SUE LISTER i . S0: Are you piecing to- | | . Iy, d -
Oxforszjuchairs ofE o Fotion of Governore the _ ether any kind of national  Sive elementof the Grant Main- 10 every group fighting edy
. National Confed t" ¢ Par- picture of what is happen- tained Schools, wmch continue cation cuts to contact us. |
governors, and Chair of ationdl Loniederation of rar to get a preferential share of the We may be able to help with

literature and posters for lob-
bies. We can suggest ways of
putting our case to MPs and
councillors, and advise on
phone lobbies and other tech-
niques. But the main thing is to
assure local campaigners that
they are not isolated, and that
through FACE we can find a na-
tional focus for the welling an-
ger against the cuts. That's why
we want a really big demo on
March 25. Be there —and bring
people with you!

W FACE can be contacted
by phone on 0589-789104.

Left teachers must back anti-cuts campaign

CAROLE REGAN,
founding m_ember
of the Socialist

breakthrough for the Left.
How do you account for

your success?
CR: In my election manifesto
I made a clear call for support
for campaigns such as the
SATs boycott and support for
restoration of Section 11 fund-
ing [Home Office money for
ethnic minority children].
Defence of state education
w as a central theme of my plat-
form and I believe this wasa
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clear and attractive alternative
to my right wing opponents.

RL: Between now and 1996
when you take over the un-
ion presidency what do you
see as the major issues con-

fronting the NUT?
CR: Without a doubt the fund-
ing of education will be the
central issue.
We must campaign for fund-
~ing on the basis of need and

challenge the market philoso-
phy which is being introduced
into schools. We must also put
pressure on the Labour Party

CR: Of course the national un-
ion should unite with any
campaign opposing the cuts,
but the NUT bureaucracy is
afraid of anything that they
don’t control — hence their re-
fusal to support the national
demonstration on March 25.
By ensuring that this demon-
stration 1s a Massive success
we will put pressure on Doug
McAvoy, and pull the NUT
into the. campaign. .. . . . .«

RL: What about broader
campaigns to defend the

Welfare State?
CR: 1t is clear that the entire

NUT should be making is with
nurses and other health work-
ers who are having their pay
held down by government-ap-
pointed review bodies. The
move towards Trust-level bar-
gaining in the NHS is very
much the ‘writing on the wall’
for education - first of all for
GM schools and then the rest.

RL: Do you see any rele-
vance for a union like the

- NUT , which isn’t affili-

ated to the Labour Party,
in the current debate

about Clause 4?
CR: Of course! If we want a

TOGC"IOI‘_S Alliance . 33’ to make a firm commitment to public sector is being made to Labour government to be

and Junior NUT vice- ||v§ o restore a tully comprehensive pay for the Tory crisis. elected it must show a clear

President, talks to - L - grStz?M_ t,hlts ‘megnsst s::rappx:;g It is essential that we link up ~ commitment to jobs and serv-

Socialist O y P ] | rant Maintained status an all the varied campaigns and ices which are run in the
ocialist Outlook’s st City Technology Colleges, and : : -

ROY LEA ' 1£AP Tt 0 o &y 8°5, reject any notions that one interests of the majority.

ACH about e . bringing them all back under service can be saved at the ex- This means democratic con-
the future for the %Zr:é’:ézzczui’h‘:}fi‘t{t:: Local pense of any other —all of the trol. Fifteen years of Tory dam-
NUT and State ULROTLLCS. platform speakers at the Ox- age to the public sector must
Education RL: How should the NUT fordshire strike rally on Febru-  be reversed and Clause 4 gives
RL: : : relate to the growing ary 14 forcefully made this a clear and distinct direction
s Carole, your electnen FACE (Fight Against Cuts point. for Labour to follow.
in 1994 presented a major in Education) campaign ? An obvious link that the RL: Finally, how do you

intend to use your presi-

dency of the NUT?
CR: Campaigning! I'm not in-
terested in just spending my
time in meetings — I want to
help turn the NUT into an ac-
tive, fighting union which
stands up for teachers and state
education.

If I'm even only partially
successful in this my election

. wilLhave been worth all our
¢ . DQTQWQ{K‘ e e e e .
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Tories in

By John Lister _

THE DECISION of the SE Lon-
don Health Commission to
postpone until 1999 plans for
the closure of Guy’s Hospital
reduces Virginia Bottomley’s
hospital closure. plans to total

chaos. |

In October 1992 the Tory-ap-
pointed Tomlinson Report — set
up to recommend a ‘hit list’ of
closures to match London’s de-
clining health budget - mapped
out plans for the closure within
two years of ten key hospitals in
London, including four teaching
hospitals, Charing Cross, the Mid-
dlesex, Bart’s and Guy’'s or St
Thomas'’s.

Tomlinson argued that London
had too many hospital beds, and
that hospital services could be re-
placed by expanded ‘primary care’
from GPs — a theory that has yet
to be shown to work anywhere in
the world.

So far, although the Middlesex
has been run down in size, the
only other closure from the Tom-
linsen hit-list has been the casu-
alty unit at Bart’s, while the
Tomlinson Report itself and the
sketchy and selective figures on
which it was based have been

“It has been difficult to discuss
how change should take place
when many people are still disput-
ing whether it should,” said SE
London boss Martin Roberts,
who will now ask Virginia Bottom-
ley for an extra £18-£25 million to
keep Guy’s busy casualty unit
open at least until 1999.

The retreat follows on the pub-
lic announcement by New River
health authority (Enfield and Har-
ingey) that it had rejected a Price
Waterhouse repert which pro-
posed closure of Chase Farm

...............
........

Frightened of promising to spend money, Labour’s front bench cannot even back up NHS cuts fight

Can Blair save

Major’s bacon?

TONY BLAIR’s ‘Mission
Impossible’ appears to be to
salvage the crumbling unity
and dwindling electoral for-
tunes of the Tory Party.

He appears to be pursuing

this objective on several fronts
at once: by embracing the un-

mental conference should be
postponed by a year to maxi-
mise the chances of negotiating
with a Labour government.
And while Blair — just days
before the devaluations of the
Spanish and Portuguese curren-
cies —added his two pennyworth

~ government.

abandoned Labour’s promise to
introduce a system of regional

The ‘new realist’ technique
of deciding Labour’s policy on
the basis of MORI epinion pollis
is beginning to cause serious
problems as Blair, under fire

widely discredited. Hospital, %ﬂd the assurance by I o of - ed cani to the support for a single Euro-  from John Major for his sham-
Hertfordshire Health Agency that p(;]_)u aénoum? Ob a un;te_ “4Pl"  sean currency, he remains silent  bolic policy on local govern-
Trolleys it will postpone its planned clo- | talist burope; by refusing to ., 0 implications of the resul-  ment, discovers that his plan for

Earlier this year a new report
commissioned by the inner Lon-
don heaith authorities admitted
that the reduced number of acute
hospital beds in the capital are
under severe ‘pressure’, with
many operating at above 90% ca-
pacity and some above 100%,
with patients lined up on trolleys
in corridors.

While laboriously avoiding the
word ‘crisis’, the report recom-
mended a halt to any further hos-
pital closures.

SE London health chiefs admit-
ted that the retreat on the Guy’s
closure arose largely because of
the huge groundswell of public
opposition, or, to put it in offi-
cialese: “People needed convinc-
ing the plan was right”.

sure of two out of four casuaity
units in the county until after the
next election.

In each case the public outcry
and vocal opposition to the cut-
backs has been the key factor in
forcing a retreat.

But while these victories
should encourage campaigners,
there is no guarantee of success:
a huge local campaign in North
West London is still fighting plans
by Barnet health agency to close

the busy A&E unit and acute beds |

at Edgware General Hospital.
Campaigners in other parts of
the country, where hospital clo-
sure plans based on the now dis-
credited ‘Tomlinson model’ are

being proposed, must also step |
up the pressure. Hospital services

can be saved.

offer the slightest support or en-
couragement to those fighting
cuts in education and other
council services or the NHS; by
flirting with (and now appar-
ently dropping) unpopular ideas
of regional government in Eng-
land while still rejecting genu-
ine self-government 1in
Scotland; and by ditching
Clause Four, dismantling any
relic of radicalism in Labour’s
economic and social policies.

The combined message is
plain: a Blair government would
replicate many of the policies
that have reduced John Major’s
government to historic depths in
the opinion polls. Far from of-
fering any radical alternative,
the Labour Party appears to be
challenging voters to find a rea-
son to vote for it.

Absurd

Blair’s absurd Commons mo-
tion on Europe — supposedly
aimed to exploit divisions in
Tory ranks — was so fanatically
pro-EU as to seem calculated to
push the ‘whipless’ Tories back
into the government lobby,
which it duly did.

But the episode has served
also to underline the utter servil-
ity of Labour to the project of
consolidating the bosses’ Euro-
pean Union.

So craven is the party ieader-
ship’s support for greater ‘inte-
gration’ with European capital
that sections of the European
capitalist class are debating
whether the controversial 1996

tant Europe-wide economic pol-
icy, which would impose even
more stringent austerity and
cuts in welfare spending.
Already in Germany metal
workers in IG Metall are fight-
ing back in defence of living
standards (see back page).

Standing back

Perhaps this is one additional
reason why Blair’s team and
their co-thinkers in local gov-
ernment have stood back from
the mounting struggles across
the country against cuts in edu-
cation and social services.

Shadow Education Secretary
David Blunkett has opposed
teachers taking protest strike ac-
tion, while right wing Labour
councillors have once again
obediently begun implementing
Tory cuts.

Far from backing the move-
ment with a commitment to re-
verse the spending cuts and
ensure a reduction in class sizes,
Labour is left trailing limply be-
hind local community cam-
paigns. And on the NHS, where

the Tories are openly in disarray,

Margaret Beckett is equally inef-
fective, unable to promise even to
keep open Guy’s Hospital.

Stranded

Just as Blunkett was left
stranded by Blair’s single-

“handed policy switches on pri-

vate education and on sending
his son to an opted-out religious
school, so John Prescott was left

regional assemblies has little or
no support in England, except
perhaps in London, where La-
bour shies away in fright from
any restoration of the GLC.
Nor does it help Blair’s case
in fighting for the abandonment
of Clause Four to find that in the
run-up to Labour’s special con-
ference the headlines have been
dominated by news of extor-
tionate board-room salaries,

bank collapses and the general

anarchy of the capitalist market
system.

No doubt Mr Blair, like Mr
Major, will be relieved that
Dutch bankers have stepped in
to bail out the bankrupt Barings
Bank. But the episode has un-
derlined the fact that a Labour
government which rejects so-
cialist policies would be even
more impotent than the Tories in
the face of such crises.

Council elections

As the campaigning opens
for May’s local government
elections, the early forecasts are
that Major’s party could come a
poor third overall, losing over a
thousand council seats.

But this is reckoning without
the Blair factor. A few more
weeks like the last fortnight
could do more to restore Tory
fortunes than John Major could
ever hope to achieve.

Socialists in the unions and
Labour Party have a fight on
their hands, against the Tories in
blue and Blair’s team of reac-
tionaries who are making it
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Birmingham cuts protest

ON SATURDAY 25 March a
demonstration in defence of
public sector jobs and serv-
ices is being called by the
Birmingham Community
Conference.

The march already has the
support of UNISON West
Midlands region, Birming-

ham CWU, NUT, NUJ,
Trades Council and Socialist
Campaign Group as well as
the West Midlands Pension-
ers Convention.

Assemble in Victoria Square
at noon for a rally at 1pm. For
details write to BCC, 723 Per-
shore Road, Birmingham.

Behind Birmingham'’s

THERE IS a long story behind
the suspension of four Birming-
ham constituency Labour par-

ties. It is an outrageous and

orchestrated example of rese-
lection paranoia meeting up
with Labour’s inexperienced
party leader and new General

Secretary.

There is no Asian MP in Bir-
mingham. Even the existing La-
bour MPs agree an Asian
candidate should be selected in a
winnable seat... so long as itisn’t
theirs!

In Sparkbrook there is aretiring
MP, Roy Hattersley, and the
chance to select an Asian candi-
date. But the constituency is
merging with Smail Heath where
Labour-right MP Roger Godsiff
wants to stand again

Godsiff was selected {ast time
after a protracted campaign in
which allegedly misused union
votes secured him the candida-

ture. His opponent, councitlor

- Afzal, is supported by neighbour-

ing MP Clare Short.

Under one-member-one-vote,
individual recruitment is crucial to
selection campaigns. Inevitably,
there have been allegations of vot-
ing ‘fodder’ recruitment with
membership fees paid for. The
party has painstakingly checked
Sparkbrook and Small Heath
membership against the electoral
register.

Grants

A party official illegaily com-
pared these details with applica-
tions for statutory urban renewal
grants when these grants became
entangled in the selection battle.

Renewal grants are part of the
Local Government and Housing
Act 1989. Local authorities now
have to either close houses unfit
for human habitation or give re-
pair grants.

Three years ago Sparkbrook
Labour party opened a major
campaign to inform local resi-
dents of the grants. Counciliors

began to complain that applica-
tions for this statutory grant was
placing a certain stain on the
Council’s officers and budget.

Roger Godsiff advised con-
~stituents to apply for statutory
grants.

But details were feaked to the
press, alleging that 50 per cent of-
statutory applications in Small
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- Heath were from households with

‘a party member. tn Sparkhill, the

~ figure is 17 per cent.

‘The Observer headlined this as
“Labour Sleaze” on 26 February,
alleging that Sparkbrook and
Slltnall Heath were ‘buying votes’
by assisting party members to
gain housing grants.

The party leadership suspended
the four constituencies for the
‘crime’ of elected representatives
helping constituents gain statutory
rights.

It is feared that the NEC will
impose a candidate.

The suspension is opposed by
left and right in the party. It must
be ended, giving full membership
rights for Parliamentary selec-
tions.

S
Frame-up in Nottingham East

Chelmsford bus strikers

By Roger Welch 4

DESPITE two setbacks the

I fight for reinstatement con-
tinues by the 106

Chelmsford busworkers

sacked by Eastern National.
The first blow to the bus-

workers was stuck by the fail-

| ure of a special TGWU

conference for delegates

| across the Badgerline group to

vote to take solidarity action.

| The reaction of some of the
busworkers in Chelmsford was

that this was inevitable given

the fear that other Badgerline

| companies would follow East-

ern National’s example and

| sack workers on strike.

The reaction of others, how-
ever, was that the TGWU lead-
ership had not fought hard
enough to convince the dele-
gates that they would have offi-
cial backing for solidarity
action.

Such action could win not
only reinstatement for the bus-

HOME NEWS

A

|wait for TGWU support

workers in Chelmsford but
make it clear throughout Badg-
erline and the bus industry
that bully boy tactics by man-
agement were not going to
work any longer.

The second problem for the
Chelmsford busworkers is a
police clampdown on the
TGWU free bus service by en-
forcing by-laws to stop the
free buses using bus lanes.

Hurting

This has not stopped the
buses from operating, and the
service is in the process of be-
ing registered so that bus
routes can.be used. This har-
assment has obviously been
instigated by Eastern National,
and substantiates the sacked
busworkers’ statements that
they are hurting Eastern Na-
tional by taking away their pas-
sengers.

Momentum for wider soli-
darity action is building up
this month. The sacked bus-
workers are travelling the

On-Unh

N SIMP
n-Malet St

country to build support - in
particular they have up invita-
tions from Sheffield, Oxford,
and Hull Trades councils.

A public meeting is being
held in Chelmsford at AEU
House on the evening of
March 17 with Paul Foot as
one of the speakers. |

Most importantly, a march
and rally is taking place in
Cheimsford on SATURDAY
MARCH 25, assembling at
10.00 am in Central Park
(near the rail station).

The march will go past the
bus station and trade union-
ists across the country are
urged to come to Chelmsford
and through weight of num-
bers close down the Eastern
National depot.

@ Messages of support, re-
quests for speakers and dona-
tions to Roger Welch,
Chelmsford TUC, 87 Mildmay
Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2
0DR. Tel: 0245-263727.

Cheques to TGWU (Chelmsford
Bus Drivers Support Fund).
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| Welfare State Network ¢am

From the CRADLE ... |

... to the GRAVE
DEFENDING EDUCATION, HEALTH AND PENSIONS

11am-5pm Saturday April 8

| Speakers (personal capacity) include:
® ALICE MAHON, MP @ JACK JONES (National Pensioners Forum)
@® SUE LISTER (Chair, FACE) @ DOREEN CAMERON (NATFHE)

. # SAROLE RECAN (NUI/STA) @ ALA

paign conferencel
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Kangaroo court

By our correspondent

LABOUR’s NCC, its disci-
plinary tribunal, has expelled
Hassan Ahmed, a prominent
left activist in Nottingham
East, for five years on a
frame-up charge that he at-
tempted ‘“‘to persuade others
to disregard the rules of the
Party”’.

Hassan was accused of pro-
posing at his ward selection
meeting in October that they
should select unendorsed candi-
dates against the District Labour
Party’s recommendation.

The minutes show that it was
actually David Hunt, a white
member with no political sym-

pathy for Hassan, who made the
proposal, and that it was Hassan

"who proposed that the DLP’s

recommendation be accepted.

True record

Of 22 members present, 20
endorse the minutes as a true re-
cord. Not all were Asian. Only 2
claimed otherwise, after charges
had been brought by the DLP’s
Eileen Heppell.

Despite David Hunt giving
evidence in person and conflict-
ing evidence from the accusers,
the NCC expelled Hassan.

Hassan Ahmed has been
witch hunted out of the Party
with hardly a murmur being
raised by the vast majority of
white LP members, including
sections of the left and Notting-
ham South MP Alan Simpson,
Secretary of the Socialist Cam-
paign Group.

Heppell’s husband is John
Heppell, MP for- Nottingham

expels black activist

East. Hassan Ahmed was a threat
1n future reselections.

A conspiracy theory linked
Hassan with Issan Ghazni, ex-
DLP Secretary, that they were
attempting to deselect Labour
councillors and take over the
City Council! Hassan has just
finished a 3 year suspension for
organising black sections.

Hassan’s expulsion shows the
corrupt and undemocratic way
the Labour Party now operates.
The leadership is unwilling to
tackle racism or fight for the de-
mands of black communities
ravaged by unemployment and
poverty.

No confidernce

Itis hardly surprising that black
people have little faith in white
Labour Party politicians, and mo-
bilise to support candidates from
their own communities. |

With the Labour Party still a
predominantly white organisa-
tion, we should be encouraging
black membership — the more
radical and energetic the better -
rather than expelling and alien-
ating them!

So far the Campaign has won
support from Tony Benn and a

number of local trade union and
LP branches.

Support

A public meeting, called for
Hassan’s reinstatement, has
been organised for Friday 10th
March at the ICC with speakers
from London and Gorton Anti-
Witchhunt Campaign in Man-
chester.

M Information: Hassan Ahmed
Defence Campaign, ¢/o 253
Woodboraugh Road, St.Anns,
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TGWU
votes to
keep

Clause
Four

| AS WE GO to press the
i TGWU has told the Labour

Party that it supports the
retention of Clause 4 of the
party’s constitution in its
existing form.

The consultation process
within the union, which is La-
bour's largest atffiliate.
showed clear majority sup-
port for Clause 4. which com-
mits the party to the principle
of common ownership.

Onlty a minority of re-
sponses backed calls for a
new statement of Lahour's
aims and values.

Receiving a report on the
outcome of the consultation,
the T&G executive called for
Labour's special conference
on Aprit 29 to be given the op-
portunity to vote on retaining
the existing Clause 4.

The TGWU delegation to
the conference will take the fi-
nal decision on how the un-
lon's vote is cast.

TGWU general secretary
Bill Morris said:

“T&G members have sent
a clear message - they want
the Labour Party to retain
Clause 4 as it is.

“This reflects the strength
of feeling within the union on
the principle of public owner-
ship. It is therefore cleatly
right that the specia! confer-
ence he given the opportunity
to vote an keeping the exist-
ing Clause 4. "

Clause Four fight hots up

Countdown to

By David Thomas

WITH LESS than eight
weeks to go before Labour’s
Special Conference on April
29 large rallies have been or-
ganised in defence of Clause

Four.

On the eve of Greater LLondon
Labour Party Conference 300
people at Conway Hall heard
Doreen Cameron (NATHFE)
Mildred Gordon (MP for Bow &
Poplar) and Arthur Scargill
(NUM) speak in favour of re-
taining Clause Four in Labour’s
constitution.

Video

Over £375 was collected and
numerous copies of Ken
Loach’s video and Defend
Clause 4 badges were sold.
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GLLP went on to vote

tion - “‘Do you support Clause

in favour of Clause Four } :

by 59 per cent to 41

2 per cent with the trade
unions voting in favour of
the Clause by more than a
2 to 1 majority.

- On March 1 at a meet-
ing organised by Ealing
Trades Council 200
turned out to listen to
Tony Benn and Bob
Crowe (RMT Assistant
General Secretary)

The March round of
General Committee meet-
ings will see delegates
chosen for the April spe-
cial conference. It is es-

sential that the left stands Hard-fine for Clause Four: Mildred Gordon

pro-Clause Four candi-
dates in every constituency and
passes the Model Resolution on
this page.

In the CLP’s that have de-
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cided to have an OMOYV ballot
on the NEC’s Statement of Aims
and Values we must fight for the
ballot to also include the Ques-

London thumbs down to Blair

By Steve McNoeill

TONY BLAIR’s plans to get rid
of Clause Four received a set-
back at the Greater London
Labour Party AGM, the first of
the regional party confer-
ences. To a tremendous

cheer, Chair Jimmy Fitzpa-

trick, announced the result of
the vote: a victory for the

status quo. o

Under current party rules the
constituencies have 30% of the
vote and the affiliated organisa-
tions 70% The vote was lost 12%
to 18% in the constituency sec-
tion but decisively carried in the
affiliated organisation section
by 47% to 23% - giving an over-
all result of 59% to 41%.

“Emergency”

The left had to fight over the
weekend to ensure that the issue
was voted on. Ealing Southall

CLP submitted an ‘“‘emergency”

resolution calling for a discussion,
but no vote to be taken. This was
admitted as an emergency by a
narrow margin and only finally
defeated by less than 1%

.. The,constituepcy result.is.ab- .
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Edmonds’ GMB: abstaining

viously disappointing, reflecting
the extent of the London Labour
Left’s decline. This is probably
greater than nationally follow-
ing the right’s sustained witch-
hunting attacks on the ‘“loony
left’” for so many years.

The union’s opposition to the
leadership was led by the RMTs
Pat Sikorski who pointed out the
significance of the debate in the
leadership’s refusal to commit
themselves to reversing the pri-
vatisation of the utilities such as
British Rail.

Barry Camfield of the TGWU
drew laughter and applause

i.

>

when he derided Blair.for main-

.. ~ 5 . v . . -~ _l'
I RN R R L Y SRR T

taining that the 1918 Clause 4 is
not “modern” enough, when he
professes support for 2000-year
old ideas in the Bible.

The delegation of the newly
formed Communications Work-
ers Union was in turmoil.

Despite the fact that the 1994
conferences of both constituent
unions, the UCW and the NCU,
carried motions supporting
Clause Four, the new NEC voted
27-18 to support the Blair lead-
ership, to organise a consultative
postal ballot, and to instruct all
union delegations to vote for
change in the meantime.

To make doubly sure that no
rebellions took place, Joint Gen-
eral Secretary Tony Young re-
fused to hand ballot papers to
delegates in violation of current
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- -{ crucial stage. The weekend of
1 March 11/12 sees the North

Four in its current wording?”’
The campaign is now at a

- West Region and the Scottish
Labour Party conferences.
- Blair looks set to win in the
North West. |

The vote in Scotland will
be close. Party members have

ad come under enormous pres-

sure.to back Brian Wilson’s
“new’’ Clause Four.

Wilson you may remember
was the leadership’s choice to
rubbish Ken Loach and his
video made in support of the
Defend Clause Four Cam-

- paign.

Wilson is so open to demo-
cratic debate that he refused
even to consider watching the
video! No doubt he was too busy
arm-twisting.

Unions tip balance
for the Clause

party rules, and also refused re-
quests for delegation meetings.
A delegation meeting was fi-
nally forced when delegates pro-
tested to standing orders. The
delegation majority voted 11-9
to oppose Young’s ruling but the
chair declared it carried 11-10 on
his casting vote! |
UNISON delegates also re-
sisted Party General Secretary
Tom Sawyer’s arm-twisting and
voted 12-3 for Clause 4. The
GMB abstained in the final vote.
The situation is clearly up for
grabs in several unions before
special conference, in UNISON,
MSF, the CWU postal ballot and
even in the GMB. Blair is un-
likely to concede a commitment
to full employment in the consti-
tution instead of Clause 4.
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Bosnia on the

“brink of new war

By Alan Thornett

Despite the four month so-
called ceasefire in Bosnia

200,000 people on the Bihac
pocket are on the verge of

starvation and are under con-
stant attack from Serbs from
the Krajina area of Croatia.
Within the last few days there
are signs of a Bosnian army of-

fensive near Travnic in central
Bosnia. The fact is that the cease

fire has never existed in any real
sense but suited commanders on
both sides who were limiting
their operations through the
worst months of the winter.
From the point of view of the
Bosnians a protracted ceasefire
1S in any case unacceptable since

it would freeze the current battle
lines into de facto borders and
hand 70 per cent of their country
to the Serbs.

Whatis clear is that both sides
are preparing for renewed offen-
sives as soon as the weather
breaks and have used the lull in
the fighting which has existed in
some places to prepare their lo-
gistics. |

Despite doubtful rumours of
secret arms flights into Tuzla
and past bluster from the US
about the lifting of the arms em-
bargo Bosnia still suffers a mas-
sive disadvantage of weaponry
in what promises to be a major
escalation of the war,.

The wild card in the situation
is which way the Croatian re-
gime 1s going to jump in two
months time.

Currently Tudjman, who is
under pressure from nationalists
within Croatia, has told the UN
that their four year old mandate
to operate inside Croatia will not
be renewed when it ends at the
end of April, and the UN claims
that that would make their op-
eration in Bosnia itself impossi-
ble.

Tudjman

Tudjman talks of recovering
the 25 per cent of Croatia still
held by Serbs since 1991. The
Krajina, one of the principal ar-
eas involved, was a strategic
area of the country particularly
as far as communications were
concerned.

IWA sends aid ship to Bosnia

INTERNATIONAL Workers’
Aid continues to develop
European wide. it has held
seven international confer-
ences in different parts of
Europe and has now sent 20
convoys of aid through to
Tuzla in central Bosnia.

All its aid has gone to the
miners union in Tuzla which
has distributed it to about
12,000 families. 1t has an inter-
national office in Stockholm
and a logistics office in Macar-
ska in Croatia. |

Campaigns

It has active campaigns or in-
itiatives in Denmark, Sweden
(which has 50 local groups),
France, Germany, Italy, Nether-
lands, Spain, Belgium, Greece,
Switzerland and a small initia-
tive in Britain. Recent convoys
have been women’s convoys
taking large quantities of
women'’s packs to the women’s
organisations in Tuzla.

IWA has also built links with
Women in Black and women in
opposition to Milosevic in Bel-
grade. Some IWA sections are

‘makinig sofidarity with women -, -

Visoko, on the road near Tuzla
in ex-Yugoslavia the theme of

their international Womens Day |

activities.

The aid convoys (there will
be four during the spring) will
continue as an expression of di-
rect aid and international work-
ing class solidarity from the
Labour movement on Western
Europe to the trade unions in

‘Bosnia. This work has built

strong links between the un-

ions and the many other com-

munity organisations involved.
Now IWA is taking an even

~ boldes initiative to meet a situ-

ation where the need is grow-
ing all the time - IWA is organ-
ising a ship to Bosnia - or more
precisely a ship to Macarska
with containers for transit
through into Bosnia itself.

This initiative comes out of
a visit to Tuzla on behalf of IWA
by a delegation from the Swed-
ish dock workers’ union. It will
be another practical way to de-
fend a multi-ethnic Bosnia.

Trade unions
The venture is supported by

a range of trade union leaders ™ - -

in ex-Yugoslavia including:
Josip Radovanovic - president,
shipbuilding unions in Split, Ve-
dran Dragicevic - president,
metalworking unions of Dalma-
tia, Damir Bacinovic - Presi-
dent, Rijeka shipyard workers,

Branco Kuzet - president Rijeka |

metal workers, Avdagic Mo-
hamid - president of the unions
for agriculture, food, tobacco
and water in Bosnia, Ismet Ba-
jranovic - president, Croatian
metalworkers, Hugic Salam -
president, wood and paper
workers in Sarajevo, Kojci Fer-
dija - president - textile, ieather
and footware unions Sarajevo,
Fikret Suljic - president Tuzla
metal workers.

The appeal is particularly di-
rected to transport trade un-
ions and port workers. The
ship will leave from Stockholm
and visit various European
ports picking up containers and
then go to Croatia.

e Raise support for this project
in your union - even more if
your union covers transport or
shipping. Further information
can he obtained from:
Arbetarkonvojen, Box 6507,

S:11383 Stockhalm, Sweden. - .

Croatia claims, with some
justification, that the UN pres-
ence has simply frozen the situ-
ation and entrenched the Serbian
gains from the 1991 war and that
the only way they will regain the
occupied territories is by their
own efforts - although they
claim they have not yet decided
on the military option.

At the same time Tudjman is
seeking discussions with
Milosevic, but on the basis of the
recognition of the pre-1991 bor-
ders - a condition Milosevic is
certain to reject.

There is talk of offering
Milosevic other territory in ex-
change for a deal but this would
be difficult to sell.

Any deal between Tudjman
and Milosevic, however, would
be extremely dangerous for Bos-
nia since it would certainly in-
volve the dissolution of the
fragile Bosnian\Croat federa-
tion which does at least facilitate
supply lines to the South.

If media speculation that
Croatia will indeed enter the war
against the Krajina Serbs or Ser-
bia turned out to be true it would
clearly transform the conflict -
although the Serbs are far better
armed than Croatia and Bosnia
combined.

Much more likely, however,
1s that Tudjman is pushing the
UN to the brink and will in the
end settle for a new mandate if
he can get it more on his terms.

Tatters

Meanwhile Western policy
remains in tatters. The five na-
tion contact group of Britain,
France, Germany, Russta and
the US are presenting yet an-
other “‘peace plan” (their fifth)
to Milosevic under conditions
where most of the cards are in
his hands and they are deeply
split amongst themselves.

They are offering a three
point deal: 49 per cent of Bosnia
plus the lifting of UN sanctions
in exchange for the recognition
of Bosnia and Croatia. Whilst
Russia is a party to the plan they
have already announced that™
they are seeking closer ties with
Serbia and plan to supply the
country with natural gas.

Overall Western aims remain
the same - to force a settlement
which would be massively to the
advantage of Serbia.

But their means of delivering
it are long gone, and the day of
air strikes and NATQ threats
will not return short of a widen-
ing of the war beyond ex-Yugo-
slavia.

The Serbs want 100 per cent
of their demands and will not
settle for 95 per cent and Bosnia
still cannot bludgeoned into sur-
render.

The prospect therefore is a
renewed war in which the Bos-
nian army will fight to regain
parts of the occupied territories
and the Serbs battle on.to force
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them into capitulation.




International Women’s Day
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Canadian public sector workers fighting for equal pay

Editorial

MANY of the key facts and fig-

ures of women’s oppression re-
main hidden: but it is clear that just
as 1t 1s widening the gulf between
rich and poor, the capitalist market
system has done nothing to tackle

Inequality between the sexes.

Twenty years ago, a world confer-
ence held in International Women’s
Year called on the United Nations to
collect and analyse key statistics on
women’s health, education, employ-
ment and living conditions.

There was great resistance, and the
job has been only patchily and inade-
quately carried out: but even the lim-
ited data available show that
oppression and exploitation of
women continue unabated.

In many societies women work
longer hours than men: in Africa and
Asia women work an average of 13
hours more each week; in Latin Amer-
ica six hours; in Western Europe five
to six hours.

Around the world, women working
outside the home earn an average of
30-40 percent less than men, with no
sign of the gap reducing.

On top of domestic chores includ-
ing the collection of most of the poor
world’s water, collecting most of its
fuel, cooking, cleaning, washing
clothes, shopping, bearing and caring
for children, women also cultivate the
majority of the food crops. in the
poorer countries.

Around the world women also face
discrimination i in education —in some
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countries half as many girls as boys
become literate — and in health and
social services.

An estimated 1,500 women per day
die from complications of pregnancy

or childbirth, with another 300 a day

dying from illegal abortions.

But the problems of inequality and
oppression are not confined to the
‘third world’ countries.

The capitalist market system is in-

‘creasingly reliant on the exploitation

of low-paid part-time workers, most
of them women, and the majority of
them unorganised in unions.

In the Netherlands, for example
two thirds of the women in the paid
workforce work part-time. 500,000
women are employed on contracts of
1-10 hours a week, which leaves out
of pension and social security entitle-
ments. One Dutch woman in eight is
living below the poverty line.

Brutal

A similar pattern is taking shape in
Britain, with Thatcherite deregulation
and the scrapping of wages councils
which once stipulated legal minimum
wages now coupled with a brutal on-
slaught on the public sector services
which have traditionally employed
millions of women.

The privatisation of support services
in the National Health Service (clean-
Ing, catering and laundry) and Compul-
sory Competitive Tendering in local
government have led to the loss of tens
of thousands of jobs, the majority of
them held by women, and to plummet-
ing rates of pay and conditions.

Twenty years after Labour minister

- Bitbara ‘Cattte: 1htrbd'u‘ced' the Equ-ark % sl;mggjes yet_torcome.
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Women in
the firing line

Pay and Sex Discrimination Act, there
remains a big and growing gulf in
Britain between the pay and condi-
tions of women, who still tend to be
concentrated in the stereotype ‘caring
and cleaning’ areas of employment,
and men.

Wage-cutting

The new round of council cuts in
social services and education will also
hit women workers most heavily, as
does the imposition of a wage-cutting
1% pay increase on nurses and profes-
sions allied to medicine, the vast ma-
jority of whom are women.

To make matters even worse, the
post-Maastricht crackdown on public
spending is also taking its toll on
women as users of social and health
services and as carers for children and
adult dependents at home, and as pen-
sioners.

While the capitalist system, centred
on private profit rather than social
need, continues to squeeze the work-
ing classes internationally, equal
rights legislation alone can only
achieve limited gains for women.

Despite the pretence of social ‘equal-
ity’, the exploitation of workers by em-
ployers is not embodied in any specific
laws, but is perpetuated by the eco-
nomic relations of capitalist society.

That’s why feminism consistently
carried through leads to socialist poli-
tics, to internationalism, and the fight
for the overthrow of the whole, rotten
system of oppression and exploitation.

And it’s why socialists continue to
celebrate International Women’s Day
‘as a reminder of struggles past and

ideas and cam-
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By Kathryn Marshall

WHILE visiting my former
students’ union recently,
| became involved with -
their preparations for this
year’s International
Women'’s Day. All the old
banners and placards
from previous events
came out and people
searched for [ast year’s
details so they could sim-
ply replicate them this

time round.

It's wrong to approach
the day like this - though
it’s great that B

they are ap-

proaching it -

because it sug-
gests that
women’s poli-
tics are not suf-
ficiently
inspiring and
important right
now for us to
think of new

paigns to get
active around.

Feminists to-
day have had a
hard row to
hoe because
activity within
the women’s  }!
movement is at ¥
a pretty low
level.

S0, young women today
are fearful that declaring
themselves to be “femi-
nists” is little more than a
declaration of revuision for
the male species.

Others say they are femi-
nists because they do have
such a revulsion, so low is
the ievel of education about
what the women’s move-
ment is really about.

Those who are involved -
in women’s politics at col-
leges or in the workplace
feel divorced from any wide-
spread unifying struggle
that they can be a part of.

This is not because young
women are suddenly no
longer angry about the state
of the world: it is down to a
lack of real political activity.

You only had to look at
all the women who recently
took to the streets of Wind-
sor against the Criminal Jus-
tice Act to realise how much
political anger and thirst for
change there is.

But students’ and trade
unions do not highlight the
struggles that the women’s
' movement-went throughin:

the 1970s and 80s around

abortion rights, when mass
action - meetings, pickets,
demonstrations — won and

defended improvements on
this issue..

They don’t use the history
of Women Against Pit Clo-
sures to re-inspire young
women, though it couid do
so very well.

Too often, women’s
groups are solely discus-
sion clubs on matters which

-are very important, but

which on their own do not
galvanise young women
into action about changing
their lives.
There is
also the hab-
ble from the
capitalist
press and
media along
the lines
that women
now have
“equality.”
Yes,

women are

strong be-
cause they
have fought
to improve
their status
and quality
of life; but
we certainly
haven'’t

achieved

{ “equality” -
JBNR 1 asif “equal-
ity” under capitalism would
be worth cheering for any-
way.

Socialist feminists reject
the idea that all our de-
mands have been met.

The history of our move-
ment tells us that it is only
by joining together politi-
cally that we will see the
kind of child-care provision
that really frees women to
have lives of their own, or
the right to abortion that
cuts out getting “permis-
sion” from doctors, or fur-
ther erosion of
discrimination at work.

So, International
Women’s Day should not in-
volve a dusting down of last
year’s banners as though
the issues belong in last
year. Instead it’s a great
chance to get across to as
many young women as pos-
sible that the struggle for
women’s liberation around
the world is here and now.

Let us remind ourseives
and everyone eise of what
can be achieved by women
when they decide they are
gomq to change th:ngs
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WOMEN'’S oppression is
an essential tool for
capitalists to justify
their policies and
attempt to shift
responsibility for social
welfare from collective
institutions to the
‘nrivacy’ of the family.

Here Mariele Barbosa,
Heather Dashner, Penny
Duggan, Carol McAlister
and Eva Nikell outline a
new study, on the
world-wide position of
women, by the Fourth
International’s
International Institute
for Research and
Education.

RESTRUCTURING AND int¢Bra-
tion of the global capitalist economy
- including the recent imposition of
so-called structural adjustment poli-
cies involving austerity measures, pri-
vatization of the economy and
deregulation of the market, the cur-
rent moves towards establishing for-
mal trade blocks through NAFTA, the
EU and MERCOSUR, have particu-
1akimpacts on women in both depend-
ent and advanced capitalist countries.

Equally important, these economic
transformations and their roie in under-
mining the political strength of the inter-
national working class depend precisely

on the continuing exploitation and op-

1
i on the pit drive to stop stone for the day.
| Twenty months of resistance against
the closure of Parkside Colliery ended on
August 20 after British Coal had started

pression of women. This latter point must
be grasped to adequately understand the
fundamental dynamics involved.

Broadly speaking, the formal trade
blocs with their goals of downward “‘har-
monization’’ of economic and social poli-
cies to remove barriers to the free
movement of capital, the search for cheap
labour and the maximisation of profits,
simply codify and deepen trends already
well under way.

lished in January 1992 by Women
Against Pit Closures and their sup-
porters, throughout the campaign
the women occupied much of the pit.

British Coal attempted to gather
180,000 tons of limestone to fill the
shafts. Many mass trespasses were held

1

filling the shafts. Coal Board solicitors
demanded £15,877 from Sylvia Pye re-

Sylvia Pye Appeal/Fighting Fund

PARKSIDE PIT Camp was estab-

- Coal drop all costs against Sylvia Pye.
~ We aiso have posters, stickers, newsiet-
ters, appeal forms and speakers, which i
~we c¢an send to your friends, family or—l

Women’s work

THE OVERALL implications of eco-
nomic integration for women’s work

has been to promote contradictory

proletarianization of women on a
world scale, forcing them into the
workforce and at the same time using
their role in the family and society to
justify job insecurity and casualiza-
tion and the return of many private
services to the “‘private’’ sphere of the

family, to be shouldered by women.

Today’s international capitalist re-
structuring involves the development of
export-processing industrialisation by
multinational corporations whereby parts
of the production process (usually those
that are low-skilled and labour intenstve)
are located in free-trade zones throughout
the Third World.

These zones represent localised mod-
els of what the new trading blocks will
create on a broader regional basis. Indus-
tries in these free-trade zones depend on
the particular exploitation of women’s la-
bour to provide the increase in surplus-
value and in profits that is the goal of
restructuring. As a result, a significant
layer of Third World women are brought
into industrial production and in fact into
some of the most modern sectors of the
economy, though under very exploitative
conditions.

informal sector

However, this development has also
been accompanied by a huge expansion
of the informal sector into which most
women workers, including those who
have been laid off from multi-national
industries because of age or pregnancy,
are channelled. In fact, women’s work in
the informal sector is used to underwrite
the ““cheapness’” and “flexibility’’ of both
male and female labour in the industrial
sector and to provide a safety valve for
pericdic retrenchments in that sector.

This trend toward informal-sector
work is accelerated by the increasing
commercialisation and export- orienta-
tion of local agriculture, a shift which
frequently undermines women’s role in
the more traditional farming economy.

sulting from the pit camp’s eviction, in-

volving 200 riot police and 40 bailiffs.
-We want people to distribute pre-

printed postcards demanding that British

ganisation or branch at your request.
We also have T-shirts, badges, pens,

and postcards of the colliery for sale. A
price list is available from:The “SPAFF",
¢/o Bernie Cavanagh, Common Road
Nurseries, Short Street, Newton-Le- Wil-
lows, WA12 9J3.
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Reorganisation of the world economy involves deeper alta

In the advanced capitalist centres, there
has been a shift of the job market away
from industrial work toward service-sec-
tor employment, drawing large numbers
of women into the low-paid “pink-collar
ghetto”’. This shift has been accomphished
without massive disruption by building
off the gendered division of labour in the
family.

Thus it was women who played a key
role in holding families together through

~ periods of unemployment and economic

stress, and also women who more readily
took up the new low-wage jobs in re-
sponse to their feelings of responsibility
for family survival.

This expansion of the service sector

has been combined with a new phase of

industrial development in the US, Canada
and Western Europe, depending largely
on the labour of immigrant women. These
women, vulnerable because of the com-
bined factors of gender, race and immi-
gration status, often work in small
workshops or at home, signalling the re-
vival of the tarn-of-the-century sweat-
shops and putting-out system.

Fragmentation

Such fragmentation and casualization
of women’s industrial work, which is par-
alleled by the trend toward casual and
part-time employment in the service sec-
tor, is a central component of capital’s
strategy of creating a ‘‘contingent’™ or
“flexible’” work-force.

Structural adjustment policies, and the
resulting rise in unemployment, have
served to drive women disproportionately
out of the formal economy while also
increasing their need to find some kind of
income-producing work. They thus turn
to the informal sector where women are
increasingly forced to work as day-la-
bourers, street vendors or prostitutes.

In some Third World countries, unem-
ployment has reached such proportions
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on abortion rights

that men and women are now competing
over informal-sector jobs, thus removing
even this safety net for women.

The establishment of formal trade
agreements will most certainly accelerate
these developments, leading to a further
“maquiladorization”’ of women’s work in
both advanced capitalist and Third World
societies.

None of their basic aims - aside from
ensuring certain rules for capital flow and
investment, while highly regulating
things like patents - will be to generalise
the elimination of certain regulations of
working conditions and labour relations
which have not already been eliminated,
using the argument that their maintenance
would constitute “‘unfair practices’.

Undoubtedly, then, we would see chal-
lenges to rights such as:

e The right to safe, decent working
conditions. Hazardous conditions in both
industry and services where women are
concentrated already exist - for example,
danger from the use of toxic chemicals in
electronics factories, fires in garment
sweatshops, and rising stress-related -
jury for clerical workers using computers.

e Retirement age requirements may be
“harmonised’ as is already being fore-
seen in Uruguay, where MERCOSUR
could raise women’s retirement age by
seven to nine years to jibe with Brazil’s
higher age. |

e Maternity leave with pay, as well as
child care, both legal rights in Mexico,
could be eliminated formally by NAFTA.

e Affirmative-action programmes, a
hard-won for both people of colour and
women in the US and Canada, could be
challenged as an undue burden on capital-
ists in both countries, “prejudicing’ their
competitiveness.

In the agricultural sector, NAFTA and
the EU will promote the domination of
agribusiness, leading to the peasant
woman’s further loss of economic base.




Health & Welfare

THESE CHANGES in conditions
and security of work directly affect
women’s health and general well-be-
ing as well as the welfare of those
family members (especially children)
- for whom women are primarily re-
sponsible.

Rising prices and unemployment put
stress on women’s own ability to provide
for basic needs, while cut-backs in public
spending and the dismantling of social
welfare programmes decrease state sup-
port for services such as education, health
care and child care. This development is
particularly deleterious to women be-
cause of their perceived role in both social
and biological reproduction. At the same
time, the state depends on women to “‘take
up the slack” and provide on a private
basis services that were previously pro-
vided by the government, thus furthering
the process of structural adjustment.

NAFTA in particular threatens to un-
leash new health hazards for women as it
opens the way to challenging existing en-
vironmental laws as ‘‘unfair trading prac-
tices’’. For example, in certain
communities on the US -Mexican border,
the problem of toxic wastes i1s already
linked to cancers of the female reproduc-
tive system and to severe birth defects
‘such as encephalic children.

Environmental

With the general weakening of envi-
ronmental regulations, such problems
could be more widespread throughout
North America. At the same time,
NAFTA will pose a challenge to the na-
tional health-care programmes of Canada
~and Mexico while making it more diffi-
cult to establish a comparable programme
in the US. While this affects the whole of
the working class, women, as primary
consumers of health-care services and as
those mainly responsible for family
health, will be particularly hard hit. In the
case of the EU as well, health care and
other components of state welfare system

could be gradually chipped away.

Social gains &
basic rights

CLOSELY RELATED to the ques-
‘tion of health and welfare is the effect
of economic restructuring and the
new trade policies on the social gains
women have fought for over the past
quarter century, and in relation to

which they have won at least partial
victories.
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These include the right to reproductive
freedom (including the right to abortion),
the right to equal pay, and the right to
freedom from sexual harassment and vio-
lence.

While the general economic crisis has
already generated serious attacks on
women’s rights, formal trade agreements
have the potential to undermine these
rights in a more formal and thorough-go-
ing way.

This is largely a resulit of the supra-na-
tional and corporate-dominated decision-
making structures proposed in these
agreements, which will supersede regular
legislative and executive actions. This,
combined with the focus on ‘‘unfair trade
practices’’, sets up a situation rife for the
challenging of measures that equalise
women’s role in the economy.

While the reason for attacking these
rights may have a primarily economic
basis, we should note that the rights them-
selves help ensure women'’s positions in
many areas of society. Their significant
weakening would, in fact, bring in to
question women'’s basic status as citizens.

Social Charter

The possibility for such a development
is particularly clear in North America,
where NAFTA provides no guarantees
for such rights. In Europe the situation is
more uneven, in that the Social Charter
that accompanies the EU proposal pro-
vides common European principles on
these matters, thus promoting stronger
measures in certain cases (e.g., Ireland
and Portugal) while perhaps undermining
existing laws in others (e.g. Sweden).
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Sexuality

THE MANIPULATION of women’s
sexuality is one of the primary ways
in which capitalist restructuring uses
and builds on women’s oppression.
This happens in several ways.

First, there are the attacks on sexual
and reproductive rights discussed above.
In this sense, such attacks can be seen as
not only an effect of economic change but
also as a way of preparing the way for
further restructuring by making women
more vulnerable in both economic and
social terms. |

Second, we can find numerous in-
stances where the entry and dismissal of
women from the wage-labour force, as
well as the super-exploitation under
which most women work, are justified by
images of female sexuality. This, for ex-
ample, is very common in factories where
women are alternately represented as
“sexually loose’’ and thus ““free” to be
exploited, or as requiring stringent Con-
trols - including the physical organisation
of the work place using the threat of sex-
ual violence - to maintain their sexual
purity, thus limiting their autonomy and
mobility.

Finally, there are particular instances -
such as the expansion of the international
sex trade in Europe, Asia and Latin Amer-
ica, the increase in dowry deaths in India,
and the imposition of class-based popula-
tion policies, for example in Singapore -
in which women’s sexuality is both com-
modified and controlled in ways that di-
rectly further the economic strategies of
individual men or capital as a whole.

Sacked Timex workers: ‘Flexibility’ like this is what employers like about women workers

ideology

THE IDEOLOGICAL transforma-
tions that accompany global integra-
tion also have an impact on women.

There is, for example, the manipulation
of sexual images and norms we have just
discussed.

Also of importance is the ideological
emphasis on individualism and privatiza-
tion that parallels recent changes in eco-
nomic relations. Because of women’s
traditional role in the family, such an
ideological development affects them dif-
ferently - and also depends on their often
unconscious collaboration to carry out
such a broad cultural change.

Finally, there is the possibility that
both NAFTA and the EU will play a role
in undermining both memories of and
aspirations for progressive national strug-
gles. This in turn could have special im-
plications for women, since it 1s through
such struggles that women’s demands are
frequently raised and secured. For exam-
ple, to prepare the way for the implemen-
tation of NAFTA there are already
pressures to revise the official histories of
the Mexican revolution.

Such revisions would serve to weaken
the collective memory of the gains of the
revolution, including those of particular
importance to women, such as rights to
maternity leave, child-care and health
care. The Irish struggle provides another
example, in that the dampening of its
vigour because of the renewed ideology
of a common Europe could also dampen
the aspirations for women’s emancipa-
tion connected with the goal of national
liberation.

TERRORIST attacks One thousand people at-
against US abortion clin- tended a candle-lit vigil out-
ics have escalated rapidly  Side the Planned Parenthood
in recent months. A mas- clinic th{it night. Two thou-
sive nation-wide march sand rallied at the Statehouse
for 's richts i ~ the following afternoon.
qr wgmen S Tightis 1n Over 8,000, mainly young
Was.hmgt.on, D.C., on people, joined a Boston cele-
April 9 will show that bration of the January 22 anni-
women won’t be scared  versary of the 1973 Roe v.
into backstreet abortions. = Wade federal court ruling
~ On D@cember 30, two work- ‘which established women’ S

~ers at Boston-area abortion =
“clinics wore murdered and -~
five others injured by an anti-~
abortion gunman.
It brought to five a two-
year death-toll which has
topped off a decade of re-
peated clinic bombings, arson
attacks and mass assaults by
anti-abortion zealots in the US
and Canada.

rowing U¢

| tht to c-ho;}s@.z‘abo.rticn;()the:r: '
actions took place nationwide. SN

Abortion rights have been
repeatedly limited in recent
years. Federal funding has
been withdrawn for abortions
for women with low incomes.
Forty-one of the fifty states re-
fuse to use Jocal funds for
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abortions. Only one county in
eight has abortion facilities.
Two-thirds of states have spe-
cial rules restricting young
women’s right to choose.
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threats.

In the last year, most US
women’s clinics had some
form of violent attack. A quar-
ter of clinics received death

The April 8 demonstration,
organised by the National Or-
ganisation for Women, helps
to develop the mass action
needed to defeat the anti-abor-
tion offensive. -
. The zealots can be isolated
by the weight of public opin-

~ ion and the police can be
- forced to seriously attempt to
- prosecute the attackers.
~ Most importantly, the pro-
~ choice movement can the de-
velop the kind of independent
- strength, organisation and-
~ mass support that can defend
‘'women’s right to choose with-
out relying on the police or
the capitalist politicians.

B Jacqueline BOylg' and Mary
Scully in Boston contributed
to this article.
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The

By K. Govindan

TASLIMA NASRIN has long been un-
popular with Muslim fundamentalists
and secular liberals for her atheist and
feminist views which she expressed in a

regular newspaper column.

Her forced exile in Sweden since August
of last year and meetings she has addressed
around Europe have informed many on the
reasons she left Bangladesh.

The publication of her fifteenth book La-
jja (Shame) in 1993, conveying her dismay
at the oppression of the Hindu minority and
the erosion of secular values, focussed fun-
damentalist ire upon her.

A little known fringe group calied the
Council of the Soldiers of Islam declared a
fatwa (religious opinion with legal effect)
offering 50 000 takas for her death. This was
seized upon by the fundamentalist Jaamat-e-
Islami party, when it and associated groups
launched agitations and mass demonstrations
demanding her death and state action against
her — resulting in the banning of Lgjja -
though not before it sold 60,000 copies.

The controversy was revived in May 1994
when, in an interview with the Indian news-
paper Statesman, Taslima Nasrin was quoted
calling for the revision of the Muslim holy
book, the Quran.

This was equivalent to doubting the divin-
ity of the text and challenging its adherents
belief in its infallibility. Nasrin said she had
been misquoted. She claims instead that she
had urged reforms in the Sharia (Muslim laws
and regulations), which discriminate against
women.

Blasphemy

Scandalised by her audacity 100,000 fun-
damentalists demonstrated in the capital city,
Dhaka, against Nasrin and for the enactment
of a blasphemy law. While the Bangladesh
government had dragged its feet on providing
police protection to Nasrin, and has taken no
action against those who have physically as-
saulted her and made death threats, they

By Gill Lee

The mullahs “wauld klll everylllmg progresslve in Bangladesh lf they are allo wed la pre vail”

speedily began legal proceedings against her!

Nasrin is currently charged under the
‘secular’ criminal law with blasphemy. Her
trial was due to begin this month but has been
postponed; the maximum penalty 1s two
years imprisonment and a fine.

The least understood dimension of this
affair is that the attacks on Taslima Nasrin’s
intellectual freedom and the real threat to her
life is part of a wider trend in her country.

When the government led by Begum
Khaleda Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), herself a woman, acceded to
fundamentalist demands and was backed by

~the major opposition party the Awami

League led by another woman, Sheikh
Hasina Wajed, both feared giving ground to
the Jaamat-e-Islami.

A fatwa madness has gripped Bangladesh.
The death threats are aimed at women’s
groups and other non- govemmental organi-
sations. |

Bangladesh has a large non-governmental

sector employing hundreds of thousands of
field workers and having a real impact on the
lives of millions.

Two of these NGOs in particular have
been targetted by fundamentalists and ac-
cused of being un-Islamic, the Bangladesh
Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC) and
the Grameen Bank.

Both these organisations pioneered
schemes to alleviate rural poverty through
adult literacy programmes, health education
and credit for women’s co-operatives.

Challenge

What the mullahs fear is that as more
women beome literate and economically in-
dependent they are beginning to challenge
reactionary values and ideas in their homes
and villages. To maintain their authority
these clerics have forbidden women from
working for NGOs; prevented children from
attending BRAC schools and launched a
moral crusade against ‘western’ values.

international community.
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“Women are willing to make
many sacrifices. They know it is

eminist, the Fatwa and
Fundamentalism in Bangladesh

In many instances women have been
forced to commit suicide, schools have been
burned and NGO activists threatened as a
result of the hysteria induced by these fatwas.

All of society is in turmoil. Opposition
parties have boycotted Parliament for over
two years and in their latest move have re-
signed their seats en-masse. |

Meanwhile there are numerous mass agi-
tations from demonstrations, to pickets, to
one day general strikes which regularly par-
alyse life in the commercial centres of Dhaka
and Chittagong. |

The opposition is calling for the formation
of a caretaker government in which all parties
would be represented, and immediate elections.

Nationalism exhausted

Nationalist politics —based on an amalgam
of mixed economic policies, anti-imperialist
and pro-Islamic rhetoric has been exhausted.
Its historic standard bearers the BNP and
Awami League stand discredited.

Neo-liberal policies reign supreme and as
prices rise, wages are frozen and unemploy-
ment and with it popular discontent grows.

There is no confidence in Left parties
which are in ideological confusion following
the collapse of stalinism and pro-capitalist
reforms in China and Eastern Europe.

Meanwhile fundamentalist groups, like
the Jaamat-e-Islaami, reviled for a generation
because of their support for Pakistan in the
1971 war of independence, have overcome
that distrust.

They are flush with petro-dollars from re-
ligious foundations in the Middle-East and
their model of an Islamic state, ‘neither capi-
talist nor socialist’, is deceptively seductive.

In the preface to Lajja, Taslima Nasrin
warns:

“The mullahs who would murder me
would kill everything progressive in Bangla-
desh if they are allowed to prevail”.

Campaigning for the unbanning of Lajja,
the dropping of blasphemy charges and Nas-
rin’s freedom to write and live, also means
campaigning against religious fundamental-
ism and answering its false solutions with a
democratic socialist feminist alternative.

in an amendment to an adult suf-
frage bill which extended the vote
to all men.

INTERNATIONAL Women’s
Day was born out of the strug-
gle in Europe for votes for
women. Following huge dem-
onstrations organised by
women in the United States on
that day, the International So-
cialist Women’s Congress of
1910 set March 8th as an inter-
national day of action in favour

of women’s suffrage.

The unifying theme was “The
vote for women will unite our
strength in the struggle for social-
ism”.

On the first women’s day in
1911 meetings were organised in
Germany, Austria, Denmark and
Switzerland. Alexandra Kollontai
déscribed how:

“Germany and Austria ...were
one seething trembling sea of
women. Meetings were organised
gverywhere - in the small towns
and even in the villages. ...This
was certainly the first show of mili-
tancy by the working women.
Men stayed at home with the chil-
dren for a change and their wives,

The strike by Aslan women al Burnsalls conlmued llle luslory ol struygle

the captlve housewives, went to
meetings.” In Austria 30,000
women and men took part in the
largest street demonstration.

The movements for votes for
women were broadly composed.
In England most of the suffrage
movement demanded the vote for
women on ‘equal terms with men’.
Due to property restrictions this
would disenfranchise most work-
ing class women.

Revolutionaries like Sylvia Pank-
hurst opposed this and demanded
universal male and female suf-
frage, nothing less. This divison
between 'bourgeois’ feminists and
revolutionaries was deepened by
the now Ioomlng First World War

In 1912, the year after it was es-
tablished, International Women's
Day was to be a focus for peace in
the Balkans as well as for
women’s right to vote.

At an extraordinary congress of
the Socialist International in Basle
Clara Zetkin, the German revolution-
ary Marxist leader called for
women’s right to vote and for peace:

“Socialist women of all coun-
tries fight against the war. War is
only the maddest form of mass ex-
ploitation through capitalism. It is
the sons of the proletariat who kill
each other. Women and mothers
deplore such a crime. War threat-
ens all that mothers have taught

necessary to fight and die in the

struggle for freedom. Both fights,

the fight against war, and the fight
for freedom cannot be fought with-
out women. Wage war on war.”

Collapse

In 1914 World War One began,
only days before the third interna-
tional Socialist Conference should
have taken place. The Second In-
ternational collapsed as its refor-
mist leaders sided with their own
capitalists against workers of

- other countries.

In Britain the majority of the suf-
frage movement — the suffragettes
led by Emmeline and Christabel
Pankhurst — sided with the British
ruling class. They abandoned all mo-
bilisations around women’s right to
vote and joined the war effort.

Sylvia Pankhurst and the marx-
ist wing of the movement for
votes for women threw them-
selves into the movement against
the war.

In 1918, with tens of millions
dead in the War, British women

In Russia in 1917, International
Women's Day was chosen as the
pretext for a mass protest of women
workers, mainly from the textile fac-
tories in the Vyborg district.

Angered by the lack of basic
food supplies, they went on strike
and picketed out other workers,
under the rallying call of read!

This new upsurge in struggle

- triggered the February Revolution,

which subsequently laid the basis
for the first successful workers’
revolution in October.

For over 80 years women
around the world have continued
to celebrate International
Women’s Day as a focus for their
various struggles against exploita-
tion and oppression.

The colours of the British suffra-
gettes were purple and green.
These colours are used in this
country as the colours of Interna-
tional Women’s Day. Through
them we remember the women
who fought for the right to vote,
and those who have fought other
struggles of great importance to
women around the world.
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“We need a network of grass
roots organisations and a
Europe-wide anti-racist manlfesto

As Labour’s Jack
Straw lends his
weight to the
Tories’ racist
immigration laws
and the spectre of
racism stalks
much of Europe,
how should
anti-racists
organise to fight
back? Socialist
Outlook spoke to
UNMESH DESAI of
the Newham
Monitoring Project.

SO NMP was involved in
the launch of the Anti Rac-
ist Alliance. What did you
hope it would achieve?

UD We felt it was important
to develop an independent
mass anti-racist movement
that could draw on the expe-
rience of grass roots cam-
paigns and place these on

the national agenda.

There was, and still is a vac-
uum on this front. The other na-
tional organisations were either
sectarian or fronts for far left or-
ganisations. ARA was seen to
be a breath of fresh air, but that
has not proved to be the case.

SO Why do you think the
ARA project failed?

UD it had an obsessnve aim
not of becoming a mass
movement, but of allowing
individuals to promote their
own agendas or careers
within the Labour Party and

the trade union movement.
This took priority over the
needs of grass roots cam-

..................

......

paigns. It is important to recog-
nise that both wings of ARA
were guilty of this.

The split cannot be seen sim-
ply as a division of personali-
ties between Marc Wadsworth
and Ken LivingStone, but as the
outcome of a wrong political

- method on both sides.

The lessons of ARA are
firstly that a mass based anti-
racist movement must be inde-
pendent of any particular
political party, it must develop
its own agenda; and secondly
that it must have an orientation
towards all progressive forces
within the Labour Party, the
trade unions and so on.

The worst aspect of ARA s
that it dragged the name of anti-
racism through the mud. Both
Wadsworth and Livingstone ap-
peared throughout the media
denouncing the Welling “Unity”
demo. This could only aid the

~to a family that is being at-
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“TUC must lead a fight for policy of ‘Equal rights for all’ in warkmg class areas”

state in its fight against the anti
racist movement.

S0 What possibilities do
you see with the National
Assembly Against Racism?

UD We are supporting the
National Assembly because

a lot of the people involved
are genuinely concerned

with the sectarianism of

ARA and want to build a seri-
ous national alliance of anti-

racist activists.

Of course there are still those
who simply want to push their
own agendas, but we must at-
tempt to unite the forces of the
anti-racist movement.

The Assembly must recog-
nise that the vast majority of
anti-racists aren’t part of the
structures or apparatus of any
existing organisations. Groups
such as Newham Monitoring
Project on a local level, play a
crucial role in campaigning
against racist attacks and po-
lice harassment, but aiso in

fighting fascism politically, ideo-

logically and physically.
The importance of this has

been shown in the local elections

last May and in the by-election
last January. Despite the prob-
lems that NMP may have, it still
remains an example of why we
need groups like ours around the
country, and that is what we
should shape the National As-
sembly in practice.

ARA failed to mobilise a sin-
gle demonstration against the
British National Party. We need
a movement that can mobilise
both national and local events -
and not just carnivais.

Of course we need trade union
and parliamentary work, but we
also need to mobilise a fight
against racism and fascism, and
against institutional racism.

We need the kind of anti-rac-
ist movement that can respond

. _The Kurdish EKK 15 banned

tacked at two o’clock in the
morning. If we can’t respond to
the needs of that family, we can
never build a movement from
above.

We must talk about police ra-
cism, and the National Assem-
bly has got to address that
issue because it's not just a
question of fighting fascism but
challenging police and state ra-
cism. That's something which
is lacking.

In Britain we must recognise
the failure of the system to de-
fend isolated black families
against racist attacks and har-
assment, the failure of the
criminal justice system in deal-
ing with racism. We must also
address the futile attempts to
make racism a criminal offence.
Would attacks by mixed race or
black people on white people
be included in this legis!ation?

Huge administrative powers

- have been given to faceless bu-
reaucrats. An asylum seeker who

isn’'t charged with any offence
can be held far longer in a police
station than can someone ac-
cused of murder. |

Impoverished

We must recognise that the
slogan of ‘rights for whites’ has
some appeal to impoverished
white working class communi-
ties, precisely because the ‘tradi-
tional’ parties have failed them.

The overwhelming majority
of the people who vote BNP are
not fascists; for them the BNP
simply represents an outlet of
frustration. Rather than attempt-
ing a legalistic censorship we
must win these people back to
our movement.

We must fight fascism physi-
cally, politically and ideologi-

“cally, and we must educate

working class communities.
But when you talk about ban-
ning groups, where do you
draw the line?

\' ' :

in Germany because it is a 'ter-
rorist’ organisation. There is no
doubt that the majority of peo-
ple in Britain see the IRA and
Sinn Fein as terrorist organisa-
tions. Would they be banned
under the same law?

SO What can we do to fight
against Fortress Europe
and against racism and fas-
cism on a European level?

UD What is needed initially
is a network of grass roots
organisations, exchanging
information and organising
joint activities.

For example if German fas-
cists were to visit this country,
then German anti-fascists could
give us advance intelligence so
we could sabotage their activities
in this country. The European far-
right do this: why can’t we?

What is also needed is a
European-wide common anti-
racist manifesto setting out a

~ clear ideological, political

agenda, so we can then start
pushing elected repre-
sentatives, both in the Euro-
pean parliament and in the
media, to counter the dominant
type of nationalism and xeno-
phobia that rules Europe today.

Fortress Europe is based
around the whole notion that
“you’ve got to suspect them all
if they’ve got a black face”. This
is how an ‘illegal’ immigrant is
identified.

The only way that this can be
challenged is through a solid,
unified movement in each coun-
try which-shares information,
and can hold joint campaigns
and promote a common set of
policies which it can popularise

- throughout Europe. All that is

being done at present is a few
good, brave MEPs trying to bat-
tle against the wind. |

In this country it is important
that we raise an alternative
‘equal rights for all’ slogan. The
TUC has got to promote this
sfogan through practical meas-
ures, especially in the working
class communities where the
slogan of ‘rights for whites’ has
gained an audience.

The problems we faced in
this country 10-15 years ago
are now occurring throughout
Europe. We have anti-racism of
the lowest common denomina-
tor, up against racism of the
highest qualitative ievel. Tory
minister Charles Wardle’s resig-
nation is but a symptom of the
continual bubbling of the race
issue at a national level.

Racism remains at the cen-
tre of not just British party poli-
tics but of any project to
construct a new Europe. Itis
the one thing that unites politi-
cians from left, right and centre.

B The Newham Monitoring
Project can be contacted at
PO Box 273, Forest Gate,
London E7. 24- hour emer-
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Would legislation be enough to implement Clause Four?

- By Neil Murray

"AMONG the many issues

raised by the debate around
Clause IV of the Labour
Party’s constitution 1s
whether socialism can be
achieved by peaceful, parlia-

mentary means. -

Socialism has to be clarified.
It is not just the ‘social justice’
of the social democrats, or bu-
reaucratic nationalisation of a
few industries —bankrupt or oth-
erwise — by the capitalist state.

Socialism, to use the words of
Clause IV(4), is “‘the common
ownership of the means of pro-
duction, distribution and ex-
change... -under popular
administration and control™.

It means at least the ‘com-
manding heights’ of the econ-
omy being taken out of private
hands and run by a system of
councils of workers’ and con-
sumers’ delegates, accountable
and recallable, co-ordinated into
a national system. This would
allow the economy to be planned
in a way unthinkable under capi-
talism, determined by need, not
private gain.

Could parliament legislate
such a system into existence?
We do not need to suspend belief
and hypothesise about Tony
Blair’s Labour Party being will-

By Alan Thornett

THE ISOLATION and even-
tual defeat of the miners’
strike ten years ago starkly
illustrated both the depths
of treachery to which the
eadership the TUC were
prepared to sink,and the

weakness of the British left.

From the outset the right-
wing majority on the TUC pre-
ferred to see the miners
defeated rather than the politics
of class struggle to win out.

The “support” offered by
the left of the trade union lead-

ership was ineffectual at best.
There was no real attempt to
mobilise action and break the
NUM’s isolation.

On the far left criticism was
far too often limited to calls
upon the “rank and file”, with-
out putting demands upon the
TUC and union leaders.

The left in generatl contrib-
uted to the problems insomuch
as it faited to provide any seri-
ous political perspective on how
the rank and file could pres-
surise thelr local Ieadersm?s

T 0% Yy, 4,0,

ing to take such steps. The fac-
tors involved would be the same,
however determined any party
or its leadership might be, -

In Britain, we are told that,

while other countries have civil

wars, revolutions, putsches, etc,
we do things differently here -
the existence of a stable parlia-
mentary democracy means Soci-
ety can be changed peacefully
without such violent ructions.
This is based, on several myths.
Firstly about British (or, more
correctly, English) history.

Civil War

The present relationship be-
tween parliament and the mon-
archy is based on the settlement
which arose after the revolution
of 1640 and the Civil War which
followed, which marked the
transition from feudalism to
capitalism.

But we do not need to go so
far back for examples. When the
British parliament looked like
granting ‘Home Rule’ to Ireland
in 1914 the army revolted
(known as the Curragh mutiny)
to thwart these plans and ulti-

mately produce the division of

Ireland which exists to this day.

-« JSpycatcher and subsequent

revelations have shown that sec-
tions (if not the whole) of the
secret services set out to destabi-
lise Labour governments in the
1960s and 70s, even though they
were hardly particularly radical.

Contrary to the myth, every

~ ternative options for run-

‘side parliament, we see

indication is that the rul- ‘[T

ing class would fight to

~ Is there a parliamentary
road to socialism?

the last to retain its con- RGNS 5%

trol of society.

This rarely comes to
the fore in Britain because
radical, let alone revolu-
tionary, change is so sel-
dom sought. As far as
parliament is concerned
the debate remains on the
trivial level of the best al-

ning capitalism.
When we look out-

how the full force of the
state is mobilised against
movements seeking
even superficiall or mi-
nor changes.

The central demand Rt
of the miners’ strike of [,
1984-85 to keep the pits
open was not revolution-
ary in itself, but the po-
lice, courts and secret §
services as well as the

media were all mobi- Armed bodies of men: the mtlltary maved in to
tised at tremendous cost ¢rush Allende’s reformist government in Chile

to make sure they were
defeated. This scenario has been
repeated throughout the history
of the labour movement when-
ever a threat was perceived to
capitalist order.

Thus, a party really commit-
ted to bringing about socialism
has to forewarn the working
class of the reaction to this, and
mobilise it to resist and carry
through these changes.

The working class would

1 in the survival of the strike
on a number of occasions
and the voice of the most
militant and committed of

the rank and file miners.

But while he fought tena-

Scargill: asked too little of TuC

Yet if the miners’ strike
teaches us anything about the
British labour movement it
must be that for the advance-
ment of class struggle and the
education of workers it is neces-
sary to force open big divisions
in the bureaucratic bodies.

Scarglll was lhe key factor

N B S

ciously against the govern-
ment, Scargill’s mistake
was not to ask too much of
the TUC and the Labour
leadership, but that he
asked too little. He did not
fight them hard enough.

His reservation meant
not only that the union lead-
ers were let off the hook at
the time their political
backing was needed most,
but that after the event they
were able to vindicate their
sloth by saying that they'd
done all that was asked of
them.The problem re-
mains: not enough was
asked of them.

Kinnbck

The same can be said of
the Labour Party leadership.
The failure to confront Kin-
nock’s record on the strike
made possible the consolida-
tion of the emerging “moderni-

hoed S i tacti
echoed Scargill’s.own tactics..
R A -3 2 Car o ms Tacr 4

g preparing for the clash to
B come, it called on its sup-
porters to ‘‘remain calm”.
Socialists do not glorify

B violence or revolution, as
£ | our opponents often ar-
#:d oue, but recognise the re-
ality that, as Marx put it,
% no ruling class in history
M has ever peaceably given
& up power. Friederich

et Engels argued bluntly that

S| the essence of the capital-

need to be sufficiently armed to
defeat and disarm those standing
in the way of change.

Chile slaughter

Any failure to do so would
lead to the kind of slaughter that
ocurred in Chile after 1974,
when Salvador Allende’s sup-
posedly radical government re-
fused to believe that the army
would act against it. Instead of

Ten years on: key lessons from the 1984-5 miners’ strike

TUC betrayal paved way for

sation” project.

With hindsight we can see
how the right of the Lahour
Party were able to cynically
use the defeat as “proof” of
the redundancy of class strug-
gle methods. This gave them
a spring-board to launch the
offensive against the left.

They directly benefited from
the defeat and were not slow to
exploit their advantage.

Although In Kinnock the
spin doctors found a second-
rate, and - in their terms -
rather uncouth, mouthpiece,
they were nevertheless able
to use him to lay a firm foun-
dation for their project.

Blair is the direct political
beneficiary of the spade work
done for him since the mid
1980s by the middie-class cir-
cles within the party who cut
their anti-class struggle teeth
on the miners’ strike.

Seldom, if ever, has there
been a national strike of such
scope and importance, one s0
open to the left’s input through
the national network of support
committees. Yet it failed to con-
tribute much of use: it simply
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ist state consists of ‘armed
Y bodies of men’.

Facade

] Behind the democratic
kol facade of ‘Liberty, Frater-

nity and Equality’, he
i warned, lurks the threat of

| ‘Cavalry, Artillery and In-

&t  Those who try to con-
A vince us that change can
£ come about peacefully,
that we should obey the
law (whether on Poll Tax
or anti-union laws) other-
wise the ruling class will
not obey laws passed by a La-
bour government, are not only
betraying the struggle in the pre-
sent, but also showing that they
will be unwilling to challenge
the dominance of the capitalist
class in the future.

‘Reform or revolution’ is not
a choice between two different
routes to the same end, it repre-
sents a choice of two very dif-
ferent end results.

Blair

And this was a strike that
was ovenrtly political in a way
most trades union disputes
are not. It was fought on the
basis of challenging the profit
motive — the so-called “viabil-
ity”’ argument.

In other words, both the
miners and those who sup-
ported them had to be con-
vinced that there was an
alternative framework to the
market on which to build an
economy.

ldeological fight

It was a sophisticated and
explicitly ideological battle;
one for whichthere was a sig-
nificant support among work-
ing class people. One that
should have been buiit upon
far more than it was.

One of the clearest iessons
from the strike therefore is the
need for a political leadership
in the workers’ movement that
rises above opportunist self in-
terest and rigid “schema” poli-
tics to offer tactical and
strategic initiatives geared to
the actual needs of the struggle.

" This leadership is still in

~need of being.built {eday.
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‘Rent-a-vote’ bureaucrats took cash from bosses
‘Union
; - [
-officials
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By Dave Osler

EVER GET the feeling that
not all trade union leaders are
on our side? Damn right.
Some of them are literally
bought and paid for by the

bosses.

Throughout the eighties, a
company called Industrial Re-
search and Information Services
Ltd (IRIS) gave a rightwing gen-
eral secretaries six-figure annual
hand-outs from big business to
fund internal union machina-
tions, with senior Tory peers act-
ing as the link men.

Significantly, many key play-
ers had pivotal roles in the min-
ers’ strike of 1984-5. Bill Sirs
general secretary of the steel
workers union was a director of
IRIS at a time when local-level
deals between the ISTC and the
NUM were essential to maintain
the supply of coal to British steel
mills.

Another known IRIS sup-
porter, Ken Cure of the AEU, sat
on Labour’s national executive
committee during the entire dis-
pute, while Sirs was on the gen-
eral council of the TUC.
Through these two men IRIS
had access to the internal delib-
erations of the highest bodies in
the labour movement — essential
intelligence in the strikebreak-
ing effort against the enemy
within.

Top firms

Among the companies indi-
rectly paying for IRIS through
tax-deductible charitable dona-
tions were: Allied Lyons, Bass,
Boots, BP (partly state-owned),
Cadbury Schweppes, Cunard,
GKN, Glaxo, Grand Metropoli-
tan, Guinness, Hanson Trust,
~ICI, Metal Box, NEI, P&O,
Rugby Portland Cement, Scot-
tish and Newcastle, Unilever,
United Biscuits, Whitbread, TI
Group and United Newspapers.

IRIS was originally an offset
of Common Cause, an unstable
coalition of former socialists op-
posed to Stalinism, union offi-
cials brassed off by the activities
of left activists, Tory right-
wingers and military men; all on
a platform of shared anti-com-
munism.

One of the prime movers was
C.A. Smith who represented the
Independent Labour Party, a
leftwing breakaway from the
Labour Party, in talks with Leon
Trotsky in the thirties.

But abdther léading .meniher
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While minerssand Women Against Pit Closures fought for jobs,
IRIS-sponsored bureaucrats sat on TUC and Labour leaderships

was Major-General Richard Hil-
ton, a former military attache in
Moscow, who later joined the
National Front.

Probably formed in the late

forties, Common Cause was of-
ficially launched in 1952 and

still exists today. Most of the left

wingers quit in 1956, prompting
those remaining to establish
IRIS to bolster their credibility
in the labour movement.
Offices were initially based at
the National Union of Seaman’s
HQ in Clapham, in those days
virtually a company union. The
following year IRIS published
an influential pamphlet, The

Well-placed right winger. Ken
Cure also sat on Labour’s NEC

Although IRIS was finan-

- cially backed by Shell and Ford,

Shawcross said it nevertheless
lacked “‘sufficient funds’’.
Could the government provide
money? |

‘Supermac’ then detailed
Home Secretary Henry Brooke
to consider the request, and dis-
cussed the possibility of bring-
ing conspiracy charges against
Communist activists and intro-
ducing anti-union legislation af-
ter the next election.

IRIS was given £40,000 from
the intelligence services budget,
worth something like half a mil-
lion pounds in today’s money. In
a thank you letter to Macmil-
lan’s successor, Alec Douglas-
Home, the following year
Shawcross indicated that IRIS
had raised £35,000 from the
company donations, making it
an extremely well-to -do opera-
tion indeed.

IRIS became a limited com-
pany in 1968. Records at Com-
panies house show that directors
have included former general
secretaries of NALGO, US-
DAW, AEUW, NAS/UWT,
ISTC and the old seafarers’, ag-
ricultural and woodworker’s un-
ions, frequently linked as
members of the TUC general
council.

Also on the list is Ray Gunter,
Wilson’s Minister of Labour
from 1964-1968 and, briefly,
minister of power in 1968. Gun-
ter became notorious during his
earlier stint as chairman of La-
bour’s powerful organisational
sub-commiittee, using the position

Some £116,000 went directly to IRIS. Similar sums followed in
subsequent years. This funding probably exceeds the fundraising
capacity of every trade union broad left put together.

Communist Solar System, with
a foreword by Labour’s great na-
tionaliser, Herbert Morrison.

IRIS was funded by Common
Cause until 1963, when it be-
came autonomous. Papers re-
cently released under the 30 year
rule explains for the first time
how this was achieved.

A massive state subvention
followed a personal approach to
the then Prime Minister, Harold
MacMillan, from Lord Shaw-
cross, who as Hartley Shawcross
was a Labour cabinet colleague
of Morrison’s in the 1945-51
governments.

Shawcross quit parliament in
1958 to become a director of
Shell. He was chairman of the
Press Council under the last La-

bour government before defect-
ing to the SDP in the early eight-
ies, and currently sits as an
independent in the House of
Lords. |

After the story of IRIS’s state
funding broke in January, he told
a reporter from the Mail on Sun-
day. *‘It is 32 years ago and a
long time to remember.”’ In fact,
his involvement in fundraising
for IRIS can be documented as
recently as 1985.

Shawcross told Macmillan of
IRIS’s ‘“‘undercover’” work in
unions where Communists were
influential. IRIS had influenced
NUM internal elections, he
boasted, and now needed to hire
five full time organiseis in the
AEU engineering union.

to block leftwingers getting se-
lected as parliamentary candi-
dates. |

It is likely that some of the
others mentioned in this period
were Labour and Conservative
MPs, although the names are too
common to be certain.

More recent converts to the
IRIS cause include Bill Sirs,
general secretary of ISTC from
1975-1985 and a member of the
TUC general council throughout
his term of office.

Sirs joined the IRIS board at
the start of the miners’ strike in
January 1984, going on to be-
come its chairman. According to
accounts filed with the charity
commission, Sirs was given a

payment of £3,000 from the In-

dustrial Trust, the charity which
acted primarily as a fundraising
conduit for IRIS, in the 1990-
1991 financial year.

Also on the board was British
steel director Sir John Boyd,
general secretary of the engi-
neering union AEUW between
1975-1982.

Keeping up the supply of coal
to Britain’s steel mills during the
pit strike was a top priority for
the government. Both Sirs and
Boyd were in obvious positions
of influence.

The Industrial Trust was es-
tablished in 1985. Trustees in-
cluded Tory peer Baron
McAlpine of Moffat, who has
extensive business connections
in nuclear power, and Lord
Robens, who as Alf Robens was
a former Labour minister and
chairman of the National Coal
Board in the sixties.

On the Trust’s council were
Glaxo chief executive Sir Austin
Bide, BP managing director Pe-
ter Cazalet, Bass chairman

Derek Palmar and Sir Duncan
McDonald of NEI.

Front

The trust was basically a fun-
draising front for IRIS. In 1ts first
year the trust raised £131,871.
Some £116,000 went directly to
IRIS. Similar sums followed in
subsequent years. |

This funding probably ex-
ceeds the fundraising capacity of
every trade union broad left put
together. |

Thanks to unwelcome —albeit
ineffectual — attention from the
Charity Commission, direct do-
nations from the trust to IRIS
stopped in 1988-1989. Most of
the money raised went instead to

the Kennington Industrial Com-

pany, which simply passed the

‘bulk of it on to IRIS.

Somewhat incredibly the
Charity Commission eventually
found that “‘on balance’ the trust
had used its funds to carry outits
stated objectives, and that “‘there
is no evidence of any connection
between the trust and the Con-
servative or any other political
party”’.

With the decline of union
militancy and the collapse of
Stalinism there is no longer the
same urgency for business to
raise hundreds of thousands of
pounds to combat the red men-
ace on the shop floor.

But there can be little doubt
that the same functions are today
being carried out by a new outfit

pledged to exactly the same anti-

labour movement ends.
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FeeadBACIS

WHERE
WE STAND

FACING MASS unemploy-
ment, rampant employers
equipped with savage anti-un-
ion. laws, and a war on hard-
won education, health and
welfare services, the working
class in Britain faces a real cri-
sis — an avoidable crisis cre-
ated by the historic failure of its

official leadership.

Socialist Outlook exists to fight
for a new type of working class
leadership, based on the politics of
class struggle and revolutionary
socialism, to tackle this crisis.

The capitalist class, driven and
politically united by its own crisis,
its requirement to maximise prof-
its at the expense of the workers,
has been given determined, van-
guard leadership by a brutal class-
war Tory high command.

The Tory strategy has been to
shackle the unions with legisiation,
and to fragment and weaken the
resistance of the working class and
oppressed, allowing them to pick
off isolated sections one at a time,
using the full powers of the state.

In response, most TUC and La-
bour leaders have embraced the
defeatist politics of ‘new realism’,
effectively proclaiming total sur-
render on every front, while ditch-
ing any pretence that they offer a
socialist aiternative. Every retreat
and concession they have made to
the employers and the govern-
ment has simply fuelled and en-
couraged the offensive against
jobs, wages, conditions and union
rights.

New realism is the latest form
taken by the politics of reformism,
seeking no more than improved
conditions within the framework of
capitalist rule.

Socialist Qutlook rejects refor-
mism, not because we are against
fighting for reforms, but because
we know that the needs of the
working class — for full employ-
ment, decent living standards, a
clean environment, peace and de-
macracy — can never be achieved
under capitalism.

Nor, as we argued long before
the collapse of Stalinism, could
these demands ever be achieved
under the bureaucratically de-
formed workers states and degen-
erated USSR, whose regimes
survived only by repressing their
own working class.

We are a marxistcurrent, based
not on the brutish totalitarian paro-
dies of state marxism, nor on the
tame, toothless version of ‘marx-
ism’ beloved by armchair academ-
ics, but the revolutionary tradition

g

of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trot-
sky.

Our socialist alternative is not
based on parliamentary elections

or illusions of peaceful legisiative

change. We fight to mobilise and
unieash the power of the working
class —the overwhelming majority
of society — to topple the corrupt
and reactionary rule of capital and
establish its own class rule.

We struggle against fragmenta-
tion by building solidarity, working
to link and unite the various strug-
gles of workers, the unemployed,
of women, of pensioners, of the
black communities and ethnic mi-
norities, of iesbians and gay men,
of students, of youth —and of those

fighting imperialism in Irela_nd and |

throughout the world.

Socialist Outiookis above all an
internationalist current, in solidar-
ity with the Trotskyist Fourth Inter-
national, which organises
co-thinkers in 40 countries world-
wide.

Unlike some other groupings
on the British left, we do not believe
a mass revolutionary party can be
built simply by proclaiming our-
selves to be one. Too often this
degenerates into sectarian postur-
ing and abstention from the actual
struggle taking shape within the
labour movement, playing into the
hands of the right wing.

Nor do we believe that the de-
mands of women, black people,
lesbians and gays or the national
demands of people in Scotland
and Wales should be left to await
the outcome of a socialist revolu-
tion. The oppressed mustorganise
themselves and fight now around
their own demands, which are a
part of the struggle for socialism.

But propagandaalone, however
good, will not bring socialism. The
fight for policies which can mobi-
lise and politically educate workers
in struggle, must be taken into the
unions, the Labour Party and every
campaign and struggle in which
workers and the oppressed fight
for their rights.

To strengthen this fight we
press for united front campaigns
on key issues such as fighting ra-
cism and fascism = in which vari-
ous left currents can work together
for common objectives while re-
maining free to debate their differ-
ences.

If you agree with what you see
in Socialist OQutlook, and want to
join with us in the struggle for
socialism, readers’ groups meet in
towns across the country.

Contact us now, get organised,
and get active!

Socialist Outlook welcomes readers’ letters.
Write to Feedback, PO Box 1109, London N4
2UU. Letters over 300 words may be edited.

Importance of
veal protests

I VERY much appreciated
your short article (Social-
ist Outlook 76) on the
extraordinary upsurge
around live animal ‘ex-
ports. It was good to mark
the issue. I disagree with
your ‘“‘angle’’ however on

several points.

To say that “‘the 1ssue 1s 1m-
material’’ 1s completely wrong.
These demonstrations are only
one end of a long line of pro-
tests going back to Napoleonic
times (and beyond!!) and giv-
ing us laws against cruelty to
animals in the 1820’s, and laws
against cock fighting and bait-
ing 1n the 1830°s and 1840’s.

Human sensibility towards
animals has increased over a
whole historical period - just as
arbitrary cruelties have been
suppressed in human relations :
judicial torture, wife beating,
child beating etc., in the metro-
politan bourgeois democracies.

I don’t know that ‘“‘the core
of these protests is people with
well paid jobs’ etc.? My cam-
paign group is in Hove, next

- door Shoreham protests. One

Group member is also promi-
nent in the Shoreham protests:
he is a working class Labour
Councillor and engineering

r—-——=—=—============"=7

shop steward and his hero is
Arthur Scargill.

The impression I get is that
a very large proportion of the
protesters are women and
schoolchildren (a local school-
master says its a real hot issue
in his school - otherwise politi-
cally apathetic); and that frac-
tions of youth that have
radicalised around environ-
mental issues... roads, animal
welfare, travelling etc..

Joseph Newman,
Portslade, E. Sussex

Get off the

veal wagon!

MOTORWAY TRAGEDY -
lorry crashes on M62 - 133
sheep killed, 2 people
slightly injured, 2nd Febru-
ary. So where’s the tragedy?

|s it that 133 potential Sun-
day lunches ended up splat-

tered on the hard shoulder?

Or is it that Socialist Qutiook
has jumped on the bandwagon
by attempting to subject this
petty-bourgeois fad to serious
analysis?

Aidan Day (Socialist Outlook
76) equates the powerlessness
felt by the English middle
classes in Tory Britain with the
“experience” of veal calves.
This would be laughable if it
wasn't so sad.
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To interpret every radicalisa-
tion as inherently ‘positive’, be-
cause it's better than nothing,
indicates the low levels of class
struggle and of political culture
on the left.

Aidan Day is wrong to say
“the issue is immaterial.” The
“issue” here is the quality of life
of tomorrow’s dinner before it
reaches the plate.

The ruling class in Britain is
currently launching a massive
offensive against the working
class - attacks on the welfare
state, trade union rights, privati-
sation of services, unemploy-
ment, homelessness, etc..

That people should be devot-
ing time and energy to such a
triviality and that a Marxist
newspaper is devoting valuable
column space to such a divi-
sion - that is the real tragedy.

Heddwen Jones,
- London E17

Jewish
question

DAFYDD RHYS’ article

on the Jewish question
(Comment, Socialist Outlook

77) raised several issues.

“He (Trotsky) saw that the
expected assimilation had not
occurred and that the Jews had
developed further the Jewish
language and created a vibrant
Yiddish press. He decided
therefore that the Jews could
be called a nation and that they
therefore had the right, if they
chose to exercise it, of a home-
land of their own.”

But even in Trotsky’s day
this argument was problematic,
since 1t could have led to the
conclusion, not that there was
a Jewish nation, but that there
was an Ashkenazi Jewish na-
tion in Russia. |

Where did this leave e.g.
Ladino-speaking Sefardi Jew-
ish communities in the Bal-
kans? Support for Yiddish
was justified then because in
general the right of people to
use their native language is a
democratic right, but some of
the demands of the Bund
would have been inappropriate
in relation to any minority in
the Tsarist empire.

But ts there a single historical
example where a community
has turned itself into the major-
ity of the population of a terri-
tory without either assuming
the role of settlers or because
of the military intervention of
some outside power, as with
the Turkish Cypriots?

Nowadays most Jews out-
side Israel have become assimi-
lated on a linguistic level,
though not necessarily on any
other level. Yiddish has be-

- come rather marginal.

Can it really be prevented
from becoming more mar-
ginal? A Jewish identity which
based neither on practising a
different religion nor speaking
a different language from the
majority of the population
seems rather weak. In the ab-
sence of a serious upsurge of
anti-semitism (which cannot
be ruled out) is there not an ob-
jective dvnamic in the direc-
tion of assimilation?

Campbell McGregor,
Glasgow and Chris
Brooks, London N4
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To advertise your event in Socialist Outlook,
write to ‘What’s Happening’, PO Box 1109,
London N4 2UU by first post on Friday March 17.

MARCH

Thurs 9

CRISIS in the NHS: Birmingham
Socialist Outlook forum with
John Lister 7.30pm Union Club
723 Pershore Road Selly Park.

INTERNATIONAL bookfair of radi-
cal Black and Third World books
Nia Gentre Hulme Manchester.

Sun 12

SAMINA Yasmin must stay 2pm
Deepdich Cty centre Rochdale

CLAUSE 4 Socialist Outlook fo-
rum with Steve French, Leicester.

Weds 15

TASLIMA Nasrin speaks 7.30pm
Conway Hall, London WC1.

OXFORD Defend Clause 4 public
meeting with Arthur Scargill
6.30pm Town Hall.

Defend Clause 4 lohby of NEC

meeting to discuss new Clause 4
John Smith House 9am - 10am.

Thurs 16

DEMONSTRATE against the Job
Seekers Allowance meet 12 noon
Harcourt House Oxford.

Thurs 16 - Sun 19

INTERNATIONAL bookfair of
radical Black and Third World
books West Yorkshire Play-
house Leeds.

Firday 17

BADGERLINE strike public meet-
ing 7.30pm AEU House, Prim-
rose Hill Chetmsford with Bob
Arnott and Paul Foot.

Sat 18

SMTUC committeé meeting
1,30pm Calthorpe Arms Gray’s
Inn Road WCH.

MEDIA versus the people One-
day conference hosted by NUJ

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 79. March 11 1995, Page 15.

and CPBF 10am - 5pm Congress
House Great Russell St. WC1

Tues 21

MASS lobby of Southwark Col-
lege governing bedy 5.00pm -
6.00pm Waterloo site The Cut
SE1.

Weds 22

SOUTHAMPTON Socialist Out-
look Clause 4 public forum.

Thurs 23

SOCIALIST Outlook Clause IV fo-
rum with Peter Purton 7.30pm
Red Rose Club Seven Sisters
Road North London.

SOCIALIST Outlook Clause 1V fo-
rum with Steve French Brighton.

Thurs 23- Sat 25

INTERNATIONAL bookfair of
radical Black and Third World

books Camden centre Bidbor-
ough Street WC1 Entry £1.

Fri 24- Sun 26

SCOTTISH Dimensions a History
Workshop Journal conference at
Ruskin College Walton Street Ox-
ford. £22.50/£5 from the college.
details 01865 284333.

Sat 25

BIRMINGHAM March for jobs
and services 12 noon Victoria
Square.

DEMONSTRATE For Justice! Pro-
test against police inaction on rac-
ist attacks! meet 1pm Altab Ali
Park Park Whitechapel Rd E1 de-
tails: CAPA 0171 729 1404.

NEWHAM anti-racist and aati-
racist day. 2pm-12 midnight Oid
Town Hall Stratford Broadway
Details: NMP 0181 552 6284.

BADGERLINE national demonstra-

“tion meets 10am Central Park

Chelmsford BR

FULL Employment conference
11am - Spm Congress House
Great Russell Street WC1 tickets
£2/free.

Weds 29"

AFTER the Soviet Union Leeds

Socialist Outlook public meeting
with Duncan Chapple 7.30pm.

Thurs 30 - Sat 1

INTERNATIONAL bookfair of
radical Black and Third World
books Partick Burgh Hall Glas-
gow.

APRIL

Sat 1

UNION Drive ‘95 national demon-
stration called by the NUJ in Shef-
field. |

GROUNDSWELL - a national fo-
rum for independent unem-
ployed and claimants groups.
11am - 5.30pm East Oxford
Community Centre, Princes
Street Oxtord, 0X4 1HU For de-
tails write to Oxford Unem-
ployed Workers’ & Claimants
Union at the Community Centre
telephone (01865) 723750 Fax
124317. |

Sat1-Sun2

LABOUR Party Women’s Confer-
ence, Derby.

Sat 8

‘FROM the Cradle to the Grave’
Welfare State Network Confer-
ence on education, pensions and
the NHS. 11am University of Lon-
don Union, Malet St. WC2.

Sat 29

DEMONSTRATION in Manchester
against deportations called by Ok-
olo Family Defence campaign

12.00 noon All Saints’ Park Ox-

ford Road.
Sat 29 - Sun 30

LABOUR Party special confer-
ence, London.

MAY

Sat 13

SOCIALISM, Social Democracy
and revolution Socialist Outlook
dayschool London. Speakers in-
clude Francois Vercammen,
United Secretariat of the Fourth
International. Tickets £6/£3 from
Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109,
London N4 2UU.

Sat 27

DAY of Action by Campaign to
Close Campsfield.

AFRICAN Liberation Day march
1.00pm Kennington Park London
SE11. Rally at Trafalgar Square
Details: 0171 924 9033.

JULY

Sat 9

CRIMINAL justice after the Bill a
day conference sponsored by
the Haldane Society of Socialist
Lawyers. 9.30am - 4pm Cam-
den Town Hall opposite St Pan-
cras BR. £3/£10 from 20-21
Tooks Court EC4.

Fri 22 - Fri 29

INTERNATIONAL Youth Camp in
southern France. Send £35 de-
posit to ‘Liberation Publishing

Association’, PO Box 1109, N4.

Campsfield refugees are fighting back

By Bill McKeith

IVORY COAST refugees
have responded to the gov-
ernment’s increasingly op-
pressive immigration
controls by publicly cam-
paigning against government
policy, even though some of
them face victimisation.

Members of the Ivorian Ac-
tion Group, most of whom have
asylum applications pending,
demonstrated twice in five days
outside campsfield Immigration
Detention centre at Kidlington,
Oxford. They were supporting
the demands of two Ivorian de-
tainees for the right to asylum.

Sita Kamara and Anna Marie
Saunan started their hunger
strike on 8-9 February. Sita was
detained last July when she was
17, Anna Marie in September.
Sita was active in the Ivorian
student movement, SESCI, and
in consequence was assaulted by
three government thugs.

On Monday 27, Sita was told
she’d be deported in the morn-
ing. In desperation, she ate soap
and Calamine lotion. This
stopped the removal. She was,
however, removed to the Bee
Hive holding centre at Gatwick
Airport on Thursday in prepara-
tion for her removal.

At the same time, six to eight
other detainees who protested at
her removal and their own de-
tention were removed to various
prisons. One common space
room had been wrecked in the
protests. Early on Wednesday,
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of riot helmets and shields.
Including an International
Women’s Day solidarity vigil,
there have been seven demon-
strations at Campsfield in 12
days in support of the Ivorians
and the release of all detainees.
A Wednesday 1 March dem-
onstration was called by IRAG
and supported by the new Stu-
dents Against Campsfield group
set up at Oxford University fol-

lowing a student meeting ad-

dressed by local campaigners,
Nigerian refugee Andrew
Adelekun and Jeremy Corbyn MP.

The determined resistance of
the detainees and the supporting
action of campaigners outside
the 20 foot razor-wire topped
fence are a powerful response to
recent government race-hate
mongering moves. These have
included Charles Wardle’s res-
ignation in order to lead off on
further attacks on refugees and
migrants; Home Secretary Mi-
chael Howard’s announcement
that 50 extra Immigration and
nationality Department employ-
ees would be hired; and the DSS
rule denying migrant workers
their benefit payments.

The Campaign To Close
Campsfield has proposed 27
May be a national Day of Action
at detention centres and prisons
holding immigration detainees
around the country.

@ Next ‘Last Saturday’
march at noon, 27 March.
Contact IRAG c/o Green-
wich CRE, 115 Powis Street,
Woolwich SE18 6]JL or
CTCC ¢/o 111 Magdelen
Road Oxford. Tel: (01865)

724452, 726804 or 722357.
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Tired of reading

between the lies?.

Subscribe to the fortnightly
that tells the truth.

24 issues: Britain £17, rest of the world £22
(air mail: £30, Australasia, Japan, China £38.)
12 issues: Britain £9, rest of the world £12
(air mail: £30, Australasia, Japan, China £38.)
Make cheques out to Socialist OQutlook Fund.
Add £7 to cheques not in Sterling.
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12,000 Germarnr engineering workers in 30
plants in Bavaria have been on strike for
almost two weeks, demanding a six percent
pay rise with no strings.

But as we go to press talks have reopened with
the leaders of the giant 3.1 million strong 1G-Metall
union: employers are pressing for drastic
concessions in the form of ‘flexibility’ in return for
any pay increase. This formula is grimly familiar to
British engineering workers.

And German bosses have raised the stakes,
threatening that if no settlement is reached by March
8 they will lock out workers at one plant for every one
closed by strike action - obliging the union to pay
strike benefit to members locked out.

Other sections of German workers are also in line
behind the engineers demanding big pay increases, .
including 1.5 million building workers, chemical
workers and 450,000 bank workers.

Like workers in Britain, German trade unionists are
angered at sky-rocketing corporate profits while pay
increases last year averaged just two percent and
inflation three percent.

Worried that they could lose ground in the
competitive world market, German bosses are
determined to hold the line.

" Though the strike so far is strong and solid,
German workers have little reason to believe their
right wing union leaders will be as eager for a fight.
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