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BARINGS Bank, the oldest in the City
of London, collapses, revealing that
bank employees like Nick Leeson
have been routinely risking hundreds
of millions of other people’s money
in crazy gambles on the movement of

stock markets.

The Baring family which has creamed
off mjilions from the bank over two centu-
ries of exploitation and speculation now
cynically try to wash their hands of the
conduct of the executives whom they ap-
pointed and gave a free hand to maxi-
mise profits, regardiess of the
consegquences.

0f course the cash at risk from their
speculative efforts is not all from the
Queen or wealthy right wing institutions
like the Royal Colliege of Nursing: hun-
dreds of mitlions in pension funds was
invested with Barings, who might just as
well have put it all on a horse. Other
banks are doing the same thing every
day.

Creating crisis

The fact is that the banking system is at
the centre of the anarchy of the capitalist
free market: it does not just respond to
shocks and crises, it creates them.

Bankers lay down brutal terms for
loans, or pull the plug on firms or whole
industries, sparing not a thought for the
thousands of jobs at stake, or the com-
munities they are devastating.

Tony Blair calls feebly for more regu-
lation of the City, but then tries to reas-
sure bosses that a Labour will leave
their profits and market freedoms intact.
That's also why he is so keen to ditch
Clause Four.

But there will be more and bigger Bar-
ings-style crises as long as the banks re-
main in private hands, ruthlessly
deploying the power of capital in pursuit
of maximum profit.

Nothing could more clearly underline
the need for the nationalisation of the
banks and finance houses, as part of a
planned socialist economy. Until it con-
fronts the power of the banks, Labour
leaders are condemned to act as their
servants.
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Protests in i ,g
Warwickshiref:
formed the |s
launch-pad
for the ¥ o

campaign |

flghtback

MARCH 25 will see
thousands of parents,
teachers, school
governors and school
students demonstrate in
London on the first
national protest against
education cuts for many
years.

Organising the march is
a new organisation FACE
(Fight Against Cuts in
Education) formed in
Warwickshire but
drawing support from all
over the country.
Socialist Outlook spoke

FACE.

S0: What is the political
stance of FACE?

SL: The campaign is obvi-
ously political — we are fight-
ing government cuts,
implemented at local level by
county and borough councils
—but it is not party political.
FACE is a very broad um-
brella group to keep local cam-
paigns in touch and suggest
national events and strategies
for fighting cuts. It draws sup-

~ port from those members of all
three main parties who are ac-
tively opposed to the cuts.

S0: How wide is the spread
of support you are receiv-
ing?

SL: We have contacts cover-
ing the whole of England,

and now Wales as well.

We would like to involve
Scotland, too, but we are not
sure how far similar probiems
are affecting them. Groups
have been in touch from New-
castle to Devon, and there are
more calls every day.

- 80: Are these all ad-hoc lo-
cal campaigns, or organisa-
tions?

SL: Both. FACE is now sup-

ent Teacher Associations and
the Campaign for State Educa-

* tion, but it is also supported
by a network of local cam-
paigns springing up in towns
and cities as angry parents or-
ganise to fight back.

S0: It appears that the Na-
tional Union of Teachers
has attempted to hold back
support for your campaiagn,
hinting that FACE is some
kind of left wing front. What
support are you receiving
from teachers?

SL: FACE is a genuinely
broad campaign, not control-
led by any political party or
faction. |
We are approaching the NUT

nationally seeking their sup-
port. On a local fevel many
teachers have been very demor-
alised by the NUT ballot vote to
end the fight against the SATs
tests, and in many areas it ap-
pears that the anti-cuts cam-
paign is pushing the local NUT
into activity.

~ But we are receiving strong
support from NUT members
and from branches: in Leeds,
for example, the NUT branch

“has booked a coach to go down
‘1o the March 25 demonstration,

even though there are no educa-
tion cuts in the city!

ing to education? It ap-
pears that the county
councils are making much
bigger cuts than London
and the big cities.

SL: This year the county
councils face a much tighter
cap on education spending
after years in which the
squeeze was on the inner cit-
ies, and many of them made

painful cuts.

Now in Oxfordshire, for ex-
ample, the Liberals and Tories
have combined to adopt a cuts
budget which will slash educa-

tion spending by 5.8%, on top
of which there is the under-
funding of teachers’ pay, result-
ing in a cut of well over 6
percent: this means 300 teach-
ing jobs face the axe in the
county.

In Lambeth, on the other
hand, where | spoke at a raily

- on Saturday, the cuts come

from a different source: the
council has decided to cut the *
council tax. The borough has
actually been given an extra £7
million for education, but has
decided to make cuts of £8 mil-
lion instead.

In the big cities, it appears that
the cuts are much more a result
of the under-funding of the teach-
ers’ pay award than outright cuts
in allocation: in the counties the
big issue is the cuts.

Of course there is also the divi-

cash everywhere. In Lambeth
one opted-out school has £1 mil-
lion in reserves, and is not facing
any cuts: it will earn as much in
interest as the state schools are
losing in the borough.

S0: A big factor in your
campaign is opposition to
larger class sizes.

SL: Yes, many areas are fac-
Ing class sizes increasing to-
wards the 40 mark.

This is not education, but
crowd control: the individual
needs of the children cannot be

catered for in bid classes, and
the result would be that the
able child will find work too
easy and get bored, while those
struggling to keep up will
switch off for lack of help and
encouragement.

Teachers will be less able to
respond to the emotional and
social needs of the children,
such as combating bullying,
child abuse and drug abuse.
Children only get one chance at
education. We have got to fight
for the resources to make sure
we get it right. And that means
fighting now.

S0: How is FACE organis-
ing in the run-up to March
25?

SL: We are doing meetings
around the country, and urg-

with SUE LISTER i . S0: Are you piecing to- | | . Iy, d -
Oxforszjuchairs ofE o Fotion of Governore the _ ether any kind of national  Sive elementof the Grant Main- 10 every group fighting edy
. National Confed t" ¢ Par- picture of what is happen- tained Schools, wmch continue cation cuts to contact us. |
governors, and Chair of ationdl Loniederation of rar to get a preferential share of the We may be able to help with

literature and posters for lob-
bies. We can suggest ways of
putting our case to MPs and
councillors, and advise on
phone lobbies and other tech-
niques. But the main thing is to
assure local campaigners that
they are not isolated, and that
through FACE we can find a na-
tional focus for the welling an-
ger against the cuts. That's why
we want a really big demo on
March 25. Be there —and bring
people with you!

W FACE can be contacted
by phone on 0589-789104.

Left teachers must back anti-cuts campaign

CAROLE REGAN,
founding m_ember
of the Socialist

breakthrough for the Left.
How do you account for

your success?
CR: In my election manifesto
I made a clear call for support
for campaigns such as the
SATs boycott and support for
restoration of Section 11 fund-
ing [Home Office money for
ethnic minority children].
Defence of state education
w as a central theme of my plat-
form and I believe this wasa
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clear and attractive alternative
to my right wing opponents.

RL: Between now and 1996
when you take over the un-
ion presidency what do you
see as the major issues con-

fronting the NUT?
CR: Without a doubt the fund-
ing of education will be the
central issue.
We must campaign for fund-
~ing on the basis of need and

challenge the market philoso-
phy which is being introduced
into schools. We must also put
pressure on the Labour Party

CR: Of course the national un-
ion should unite with any
campaign opposing the cuts,
but the NUT bureaucracy is
afraid of anything that they
don’t control — hence their re-
fusal to support the national
demonstration on March 25.
By ensuring that this demon-
stration 1s a Massive success
we will put pressure on Doug
McAvoy, and pull the NUT
into the. campaign. .. . . . .«

RL: What about broader
campaigns to defend the

Welfare State?
CR: 1t is clear that the entire

NUT should be making is with
nurses and other health work-
ers who are having their pay
held down by government-ap-
pointed review bodies. The
move towards Trust-level bar-
gaining in the NHS is very
much the ‘writing on the wall’
for education - first of all for
GM schools and then the rest.

RL: Do you see any rele-
vance for a union like the

- NUT , which isn’t affili-

ated to the Labour Party,
in the current debate

about Clause 4?
CR: Of course! If we want a

TOGC"IOI‘_S Alliance . 33’ to make a firm commitment to public sector is being made to Labour government to be

and Junior NUT vice- ||v§ o restore a tully comprehensive pay for the Tory crisis. elected it must show a clear

President, talks to - L - grStz?M_ t,hlts ‘megnsst s::rappx:;g It is essential that we link up ~ commitment to jobs and serv-

Socialist O y P ] | rant Maintained status an all the varied campaigns and ices which are run in the
ocialist Outlook’s st City Technology Colleges, and : : -

ROY LEA ' 1£AP Tt 0 o &y 8°5, reject any notions that one interests of the majority.

ACH about e . bringing them all back under service can be saved at the ex- This means democratic con-
the future for the %Zr:é’:ézzczui’h‘:}fi‘t{t:: Local pense of any other —all of the trol. Fifteen years of Tory dam-
NUT and State ULROTLLCS. platform speakers at the Ox- age to the public sector must
Education RL: How should the NUT fordshire strike rally on Febru-  be reversed and Clause 4 gives
RL: : : relate to the growing ary 14 forcefully made this a clear and distinct direction
s Carole, your electnen FACE (Fight Against Cuts point. for Labour to follow.
in 1994 presented a major in Education) campaign ? An obvious link that the RL: Finally, how do you

intend to use your presi-

dency of the NUT?
CR: Campaigning! I'm not in-
terested in just spending my
time in meetings — I want to
help turn the NUT into an ac-
tive, fighting union which
stands up for teachers and state
education.

If I'm even only partially
successful in this my election

. wilLhave been worth all our
¢ . DQTQWQ{K‘ e e e e .
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Tories in

By John Lister _

THE DECISION of the SE Lon-
don Health Commission to
postpone until 1999 plans for
the closure of Guy’s Hospital
reduces Virginia Bottomley’s
hospital closure. plans to total

chaos. |

In October 1992 the Tory-ap-
pointed Tomlinson Report — set
up to recommend a ‘hit list’ of
closures to match London’s de-
clining health budget - mapped
out plans for the closure within
two years of ten key hospitals in
London, including four teaching
hospitals, Charing Cross, the Mid-
dlesex, Bart’s and Guy’'s or St
Thomas'’s.

Tomlinson argued that London
had too many hospital beds, and
that hospital services could be re-
placed by expanded ‘primary care’
from GPs — a theory that has yet
to be shown to work anywhere in
the world.

So far, although the Middlesex
has been run down in size, the
only other closure from the Tom-
linsen hit-list has been the casu-
alty unit at Bart’s, while the
Tomlinson Report itself and the
sketchy and selective figures on
which it was based have been

“It has been difficult to discuss
how change should take place
when many people are still disput-
ing whether it should,” said SE
London boss Martin Roberts,
who will now ask Virginia Bottom-
ley for an extra £18-£25 million to
keep Guy’s busy casualty unit
open at least until 1999.

The retreat follows on the pub-
lic announcement by New River
health authority (Enfield and Har-
ingey) that it had rejected a Price
Waterhouse repert which pro-
posed closure of Chase Farm

...............
........

Frightened of promising to spend money, Labour’s front bench cannot even back up NHS cuts fight

Can Blair save

Major’s bacon?

TONY BLAIR’s ‘Mission
Impossible’ appears to be to
salvage the crumbling unity
and dwindling electoral for-
tunes of the Tory Party.

He appears to be pursuing

this objective on several fronts
at once: by embracing the un-

mental conference should be
postponed by a year to maxi-
mise the chances of negotiating
with a Labour government.
And while Blair — just days
before the devaluations of the
Spanish and Portuguese curren-
cies —added his two pennyworth

~ government.

abandoned Labour’s promise to
introduce a system of regional

The ‘new realist’ technique
of deciding Labour’s policy on
the basis of MORI epinion pollis
is beginning to cause serious
problems as Blair, under fire

widely discredited. Hospital, %ﬂd the assurance by I o of - ed cani to the support for a single Euro-  from John Major for his sham-
Hertfordshire Health Agency that p(;]_)u aénoum? Ob a un;te_ “4Pl"  sean currency, he remains silent  bolic policy on local govern-
Trolleys it will postpone its planned clo- | talist burope; by refusing to ., 0 implications of the resul-  ment, discovers that his plan for

Earlier this year a new report
commissioned by the inner Lon-
don heaith authorities admitted
that the reduced number of acute
hospital beds in the capital are
under severe ‘pressure’, with
many operating at above 90% ca-
pacity and some above 100%,
with patients lined up on trolleys
in corridors.

While laboriously avoiding the
word ‘crisis’, the report recom-
mended a halt to any further hos-
pital closures.

SE London health chiefs admit-
ted that the retreat on the Guy’s
closure arose largely because of
the huge groundswell of public
opposition, or, to put it in offi-
cialese: “People needed convinc-
ing the plan was right”.

sure of two out of four casuaity
units in the county until after the
next election.

In each case the public outcry
and vocal opposition to the cut-
backs has been the key factor in
forcing a retreat.

But while these victories
should encourage campaigners,
there is no guarantee of success:
a huge local campaign in North
West London is still fighting plans
by Barnet health agency to close

the busy A&E unit and acute beds |

at Edgware General Hospital.
Campaigners in other parts of
the country, where hospital clo-
sure plans based on the now dis-
credited ‘Tomlinson model’ are

being proposed, must also step |
up the pressure. Hospital services

can be saved.

offer the slightest support or en-
couragement to those fighting
cuts in education and other
council services or the NHS; by
flirting with (and now appar-
ently dropping) unpopular ideas
of regional government in Eng-
land while still rejecting genu-
ine self-government 1in
Scotland; and by ditching
Clause Four, dismantling any
relic of radicalism in Labour’s
economic and social policies.

The combined message is
plain: a Blair government would
replicate many of the policies
that have reduced John Major’s
government to historic depths in
the opinion polls. Far from of-
fering any radical alternative,
the Labour Party appears to be
challenging voters to find a rea-
son to vote for it.

Absurd

Blair’s absurd Commons mo-
tion on Europe — supposedly
aimed to exploit divisions in
Tory ranks — was so fanatically
pro-EU as to seem calculated to
push the ‘whipless’ Tories back
into the government lobby,
which it duly did.

But the episode has served
also to underline the utter servil-
ity of Labour to the project of
consolidating the bosses’ Euro-
pean Union.

So craven is the party ieader-
ship’s support for greater ‘inte-
gration’ with European capital
that sections of the European
capitalist class are debating
whether the controversial 1996

tant Europe-wide economic pol-
icy, which would impose even
more stringent austerity and
cuts in welfare spending.
Already in Germany metal
workers in IG Metall are fight-
ing back in defence of living
standards (see back page).

Standing back

Perhaps this is one additional
reason why Blair’s team and
their co-thinkers in local gov-
ernment have stood back from
the mounting struggles across
the country against cuts in edu-
cation and social services.

Shadow Education Secretary
David Blunkett has opposed
teachers taking protest strike ac-
tion, while right wing Labour
councillors have once again
obediently begun implementing
Tory cuts.

Far from backing the move-
ment with a commitment to re-
verse the spending cuts and
ensure a reduction in class sizes,
Labour is left trailing limply be-
hind local community cam-
paigns. And on the NHS, where

the Tories are openly in disarray,

Margaret Beckett is equally inef-
fective, unable to promise even to
keep open Guy’s Hospital.

Stranded

Just as Blunkett was left
stranded by Blair’s single-

“handed policy switches on pri-

vate education and on sending
his son to an opted-out religious
school, so John Prescott was left

regional assemblies has little or
no support in England, except
perhaps in London, where La-
bour shies away in fright from
any restoration of the GLC.
Nor does it help Blair’s case
in fighting for the abandonment
of Clause Four to find that in the
run-up to Labour’s special con-
ference the headlines have been
dominated by news of extor-
tionate board-room salaries,

bank collapses and the general

anarchy of the capitalist market
system.

No doubt Mr Blair, like Mr
Major, will be relieved that
Dutch bankers have stepped in
to bail out the bankrupt Barings
Bank. But the episode has un-
derlined the fact that a Labour
government which rejects so-
cialist policies would be even
more impotent than the Tories in
the face of such crises.

Council elections

As the campaigning opens
for May’s local government
elections, the early forecasts are
that Major’s party could come a
poor third overall, losing over a
thousand council seats.

But this is reckoning without
the Blair factor. A few more
weeks like the last fortnight
could do more to restore Tory
fortunes than John Major could
ever hope to achieve.

Socialists in the unions and
Labour Party have a fight on
their hands, against the Tories in
blue and Blair’s team of reac-
tionaries who are making it
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Birmingham cuts protest

ON SATURDAY 25 March a
demonstration in defence of
public sector jobs and serv-
ices is being called by the
Birmingham Community
Conference.

The march already has the
support of UNISON West
Midlands region, Birming-

ham CWU, NUT, NUJ,
Trades Council and Socialist
Campaign Group as well as
the West Midlands Pension-
ers Convention.

Assemble in Victoria Square
at noon for a rally at 1pm. For
details write to BCC, 723 Per-
shore Road, Birmingham.

Behind Birmingham'’s

THERE IS a long story behind
the suspension of four Birming-
ham constituency Labour par-

ties. It is an outrageous and

orchestrated example of rese-
lection paranoia meeting up
with Labour’s inexperienced
party leader and new General

Secretary.

There is no Asian MP in Bir-
mingham. Even the existing La-
bour MPs agree an Asian
candidate should be selected in a
winnable seat... so long as itisn’t
theirs!

In Sparkbrook there is aretiring
MP, Roy Hattersley, and the
chance to select an Asian candi-
date. But the constituency is
merging with Smail Heath where
Labour-right MP Roger Godsiff
wants to stand again

Godsiff was selected {ast time
after a protracted campaign in
which allegedly misused union
votes secured him the candida-

ture. His opponent, councitlor

- Afzal, is supported by neighbour-

ing MP Clare Short.

Under one-member-one-vote,
individual recruitment is crucial to
selection campaigns. Inevitably,
there have been allegations of vot-
ing ‘fodder’ recruitment with
membership fees paid for. The
party has painstakingly checked
Sparkbrook and Small Heath
membership against the electoral
register.

Grants

A party official illegaily com-
pared these details with applica-
tions for statutory urban renewal
grants when these grants became
entangled in the selection battle.

Renewal grants are part of the
Local Government and Housing
Act 1989. Local authorities now
have to either close houses unfit
for human habitation or give re-
pair grants.

Three years ago Sparkbrook
Labour party opened a major
campaign to inform local resi-
dents of the grants. Counciliors

began to complain that applica-
tions for this statutory grant was
placing a certain stain on the
Council’s officers and budget.

Roger Godsiff advised con-
~stituents to apply for statutory
grants.

But details were feaked to the
press, alleging that 50 per cent of-
statutory applications in Small
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- Heath were from households with

‘a party member. tn Sparkhill, the

~ figure is 17 per cent.

‘The Observer headlined this as
“Labour Sleaze” on 26 February,
alleging that Sparkbrook and
Slltnall Heath were ‘buying votes’
by assisting party members to
gain housing grants.

The party leadership suspended
the four constituencies for the
‘crime’ of elected representatives
helping constituents gain statutory
rights.

It is feared that the NEC will
impose a candidate.

The suspension is opposed by
left and right in the party. It must
be ended, giving full membership
rights for Parliamentary selec-
tions.

S
Frame-up in Nottingham East

Chelmsford bus strikers

By Roger Welch 4

DESPITE two setbacks the

I fight for reinstatement con-
tinues by the 106

Chelmsford busworkers

sacked by Eastern National.
The first blow to the bus-

workers was stuck by the fail-

| ure of a special TGWU

conference for delegates

| across the Badgerline group to

vote to take solidarity action.

| The reaction of some of the
busworkers in Chelmsford was

that this was inevitable given

the fear that other Badgerline

| companies would follow East-

ern National’s example and

| sack workers on strike.

The reaction of others, how-
ever, was that the TGWU lead-
ership had not fought hard
enough to convince the dele-
gates that they would have offi-
cial backing for solidarity
action.

Such action could win not
only reinstatement for the bus-

HOME NEWS

A

|wait for TGWU support

workers in Chelmsford but
make it clear throughout Badg-
erline and the bus industry
that bully boy tactics by man-
agement were not going to
work any longer.

The second problem for the
Chelmsford busworkers is a
police clampdown on the
TGWU free bus service by en-
forcing by-laws to stop the
free buses using bus lanes.

Hurting

This has not stopped the
buses from operating, and the
service is in the process of be-
ing registered so that bus
routes can.be used. This har-
assment has obviously been
instigated by Eastern National,
and substantiates the sacked
busworkers’ statements that
they are hurting Eastern Na-
tional by taking away their pas-
sengers.

Momentum for wider soli-
darity action is building up
this month. The sacked bus-
workers are travelling the

On-Unh

N SIMP
n-Malet St

country to build support - in
particular they have up invita-
tions from Sheffield, Oxford,
and Hull Trades councils.

A public meeting is being
held in Chelmsford at AEU
House on the evening of
March 17 with Paul Foot as
one of the speakers. |

Most importantly, a march
and rally is taking place in
Cheimsford on SATURDAY
MARCH 25, assembling at
10.00 am in Central Park
(near the rail station).

The march will go past the
bus station and trade union-
ists across the country are
urged to come to Chelmsford
and through weight of num-
bers close down the Eastern
National depot.

@ Messages of support, re-
quests for speakers and dona-
tions to Roger Welch,
Chelmsford TUC, 87 Mildmay
Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2
0DR. Tel: 0245-263727.

Cheques to TGWU (Chelmsford
Bus Drivers Support Fund).
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| Welfare State Network ¢am

From the CRADLE ... |

... to the GRAVE
DEFENDING EDUCATION, HEALTH AND PENSIONS

11am-5pm Saturday April 8

| Speakers (personal capacity) include:
® ALICE MAHON, MP @ JACK JONES (National Pensioners Forum)
@® SUE LISTER (Chair, FACE) @ DOREEN CAMERON (NATFHE)

. # SAROLE RECAN (NUI/STA) @ ALA

paign conferencel
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Kangaroo court

By our correspondent

LABOUR’s NCC, its disci-
plinary tribunal, has expelled
Hassan Ahmed, a prominent
left activist in Nottingham
East, for five years on a
frame-up charge that he at-
tempted ‘“‘to persuade others
to disregard the rules of the
Party”’.

Hassan was accused of pro-
posing at his ward selection
meeting in October that they
should select unendorsed candi-
dates against the District Labour
Party’s recommendation.

The minutes show that it was
actually David Hunt, a white
member with no political sym-

pathy for Hassan, who made the
proposal, and that it was Hassan

"who proposed that the DLP’s

recommendation be accepted.

True record

Of 22 members present, 20
endorse the minutes as a true re-
cord. Not all were Asian. Only 2
claimed otherwise, after charges
had been brought by the DLP’s
Eileen Heppell.

Despite David Hunt giving
evidence in person and conflict-
ing evidence from the accusers,
the NCC expelled Hassan.

Hassan Ahmed has been
witch hunted out of the Party
with hardly a murmur being
raised by the vast majority of
white LP members, including
sections of the left and Notting-
ham South MP Alan Simpson,
Secretary of the Socialist Cam-
paign Group.

Heppell’s husband is John
Heppell, MP for- Nottingham

expels black activist

East. Hassan Ahmed was a threat
1n future reselections.

A conspiracy theory linked
Hassan with Issan Ghazni, ex-
DLP Secretary, that they were
attempting to deselect Labour
councillors and take over the
City Council! Hassan has just
finished a 3 year suspension for
organising black sections.

Hassan’s expulsion shows the
corrupt and undemocratic way
the Labour Party now operates.
The leadership is unwilling to
tackle racism or fight for the de-
mands of black communities
ravaged by unemployment and
poverty.

No confidernce

Itis hardly surprising that black
people have little faith in white
Labour Party politicians, and mo-
bilise to support candidates from
their own communities. |

With the Labour Party still a
predominantly white organisa-
tion, we should be encouraging
black membership — the more
radical and energetic the better -
rather than expelling and alien-
ating them!

So far the Campaign has won
support from Tony Benn and a

number of local trade union and
LP branches.

Support

A public meeting, called for
Hassan’s reinstatement, has
been organised for Friday 10th
March at the ICC with speakers
from London and Gorton Anti-
Witchhunt Campaign in Man-
chester.

M Information: Hassan Ahmed
Defence Campaign, ¢/o 253
Woodboraugh Road, St.Anns,
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TGWU
votes to
keep

Clause
Four

| AS WE GO to press the
i TGWU has told the Labour

Party that it supports the
retention of Clause 4 of the
party’s constitution in its
existing form.

The consultation process
within the union, which is La-
bour's largest atffiliate.
showed clear majority sup-
port for Clause 4. which com-
mits the party to the principle
of common ownership.

Onlty a minority of re-
sponses backed calls for a
new statement of Lahour's
aims and values.

Receiving a report on the
outcome of the consultation,
the T&G executive called for
Labour's special conference
on Aprit 29 to be given the op-
portunity to vote on retaining
the existing Clause 4.

The TGWU delegation to
the conference will take the fi-
nal decision on how the un-
lon's vote is cast.

TGWU general secretary
Bill Morris said:

“T&G members have sent
a clear message - they want
the Labour Party to retain
Clause 4 as it is.

“This reflects the strength
of feeling within the union on
the principle of public owner-
ship. It is therefore cleatly
right that the specia! confer-
ence he given the opportunity
to vote an keeping the exist-
ing Clause 4. "

Clause Four fight hots up

Countdown to

By David Thomas

WITH LESS than eight
weeks to go before Labour’s
Special Conference on April
29 large rallies have been or-
ganised in defence of Clause

Four.

On the eve of Greater LLondon
Labour Party Conference 300
people at Conway Hall heard
Doreen Cameron (NATHFE)
Mildred Gordon (MP for Bow &
Poplar) and Arthur Scargill
(NUM) speak in favour of re-
taining Clause Four in Labour’s
constitution.

Video

Over £375 was collected and
numerous copies of Ken
Loach’s video and Defend
Clause 4 badges were sold.
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GLLP went on to vote

tion - “‘Do you support Clause

in favour of Clause Four } :

by 59 per cent to 41

2 per cent with the trade
unions voting in favour of
the Clause by more than a
2 to 1 majority.

- On March 1 at a meet-
ing organised by Ealing
Trades Council 200
turned out to listen to
Tony Benn and Bob
Crowe (RMT Assistant
General Secretary)

The March round of
General Committee meet-
ings will see delegates
chosen for the April spe-
cial conference. It is es-

sential that the left stands Hard-fine for Clause Four: Mildred Gordon

pro-Clause Four candi-
dates in every constituency and
passes the Model Resolution on
this page.

In the CLP’s that have de-
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cided to have an OMOYV ballot
on the NEC’s Statement of Aims
and Values we must fight for the
ballot to also include the Ques-

London thumbs down to Blair

By Steve McNoeill

TONY BLAIR’s plans to get rid
of Clause Four received a set-
back at the Greater London
Labour Party AGM, the first of
the regional party confer-
ences. To a tremendous

cheer, Chair Jimmy Fitzpa-

trick, announced the result of
the vote: a victory for the

status quo. o

Under current party rules the
constituencies have 30% of the
vote and the affiliated organisa-
tions 70% The vote was lost 12%
to 18% in the constituency sec-
tion but decisively carried in the
affiliated organisation section
by 47% to 23% - giving an over-
all result of 59% to 41%.

“Emergency”

The left had to fight over the
weekend to ensure that the issue
was voted on. Ealing Southall

CLP submitted an ‘“‘emergency”

resolution calling for a discussion,
but no vote to be taken. This was
admitted as an emergency by a
narrow margin and only finally
defeated by less than 1%

.. The,constituepcy result.is.ab- .
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Edmonds’ GMB: abstaining

viously disappointing, reflecting
the extent of the London Labour
Left’s decline. This is probably
greater than nationally follow-
ing the right’s sustained witch-
hunting attacks on the ‘“loony
left’” for so many years.

The union’s opposition to the
leadership was led by the RMTs
Pat Sikorski who pointed out the
significance of the debate in the
leadership’s refusal to commit
themselves to reversing the pri-
vatisation of the utilities such as
British Rail.

Barry Camfield of the TGWU
drew laughter and applause

i.

>

when he derided Blair.for main-
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taining that the 1918 Clause 4 is
not “modern” enough, when he
professes support for 2000-year
old ideas in the Bible.

The delegation of the newly
formed Communications Work-
ers Union was in turmoil.

Despite the fact that the 1994
conferences of both constituent
unions, the UCW and the NCU,
carried motions supporting
Clause Four, the new NEC voted
27-18 to support the Blair lead-
ership, to organise a consultative
postal ballot, and to instruct all
union delegations to vote for
change in the meantime.

To make doubly sure that no
rebellions took place, Joint Gen-
eral Secretary Tony Young re-
fused to hand ballot papers to
delegates in violation of current
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- -{ crucial stage. The weekend of
1 March 11/12 sees the North

Four in its current wording?”’
The campaign is now at a

- West Region and the Scottish
Labour Party conferences.
- Blair looks set to win in the
North West. |

The vote in Scotland will
be close. Party members have

ad come under enormous pres-

sure.to back Brian Wilson’s
“new’’ Clause Four.

Wilson you may remember
was the leadership’s choice to
rubbish Ken Loach and his
video made in support of the
Defend Clause Four Cam-

- paign.

Wilson is so open to demo-
cratic debate that he refused
even to consider watching the
video! No doubt he was too busy
arm-twisting.

Unions tip balance
for the Clause

party rules, and also refused re-
quests for delegation meetings.
A delegation meeting was fi-
nally forced when delegates pro-
tested to standing orders. The
delegation majority voted 11-9
to oppose Young’s ruling but the
chair declared it carried 11-10 on
his casting vote! |
UNISON delegates also re-
sisted Party General Secretary
Tom Sawyer’s arm-twisting and
voted 12-3 for Clause 4. The
GMB abstained in the final vote.
The situation is clearly up for
grabs in several unions before
special conference, in UNISON,
MSF, the CWU postal ballot and
even in the GMB. Blair is un-
likely to concede a commitment
to full employment in the consti-
tution instead of Clause 4.
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Bosnia on the

“brink of new war

By Alan Thornett

Despite the four month so-
called ceasefire in Bosnia

200,000 people on the Bihac
pocket are on the verge of

starvation and are under con-
stant attack from Serbs from
the Krajina area of Croatia.
Within the last few days there
are signs of a Bosnian army of-

fensive near Travnic in central
Bosnia. The fact is that the cease

fire has never existed in any real
sense but suited commanders on
both sides who were limiting
their operations through the
worst months of the winter.
From the point of view of the
Bosnians a protracted ceasefire
1S in any case unacceptable since

it would freeze the current battle
lines into de facto borders and
hand 70 per cent of their country
to the Serbs.

Whatis clear is that both sides
are preparing for renewed offen-
sives as soon as the weather
breaks and have used the lull in
the fighting which has existed in
some places to prepare their lo-
gistics. |

Despite doubtful rumours of
secret arms flights into Tuzla
and past bluster from the US
about the lifting of the arms em-
bargo Bosnia still suffers a mas-
sive disadvantage of weaponry
in what promises to be a major
escalation of the war,.

The wild card in the situation
is which way the Croatian re-
gime 1s going to jump in two
months time.

Currently Tudjman, who is
under pressure from nationalists
within Croatia, has told the UN
that their four year old mandate
to operate inside Croatia will not
be renewed when it ends at the
end of April, and the UN claims
that that would make their op-
eration in Bosnia itself impossi-
ble.

Tudjman

Tudjman talks of recovering
the 25 per cent of Croatia still
held by Serbs since 1991. The
Krajina, one of the principal ar-
eas involved, was a strategic
area of the country particularly
as far as communications were
concerned.

IWA sends aid ship to Bosnia

INTERNATIONAL Workers’
Aid continues to develop
European wide. it has held
seven international confer-
ences in different parts of
Europe and has now sent 20
convoys of aid through to
Tuzla in central Bosnia.

All its aid has gone to the
miners union in Tuzla which
has distributed it to about
12,000 families. 1t has an inter-
national office in Stockholm
and a logistics office in Macar-
ska in Croatia. |

Campaigns

It has active campaigns or in-
itiatives in Denmark, Sweden
(which has 50 local groups),
France, Germany, Italy, Nether-
lands, Spain, Belgium, Greece,
Switzerland and a small initia-
tive in Britain. Recent convoys
have been women’s convoys
taking large quantities of
women'’s packs to the women’s
organisations in Tuzla.

IWA has also built links with
Women in Black and women in
opposition to Milosevic in Bel-
grade. Some IWA sections are

‘makinig sofidarity with women -, -

Visoko, on the road near Tuzla
in ex-Yugoslavia the theme of

their international Womens Day |

activities.

The aid convoys (there will
be four during the spring) will
continue as an expression of di-
rect aid and international work-
ing class solidarity from the
Labour movement on Western
Europe to the trade unions in

‘Bosnia. This work has built

strong links between the un-

ions and the many other com-

munity organisations involved.
Now IWA is taking an even

~ boldes initiative to meet a situ-

ation where the need is grow-
ing all the time - IWA is organ-
ising a ship to Bosnia - or more
precisely a ship to Macarska
with containers for transit
through into Bosnia itself.

This initiative comes out of
a visit to Tuzla on behalf of IWA
by a delegation from the Swed-
ish dock workers’ union. It will
be another practical way to de-
fend a multi-ethnic Bosnia.

Trade unions
The venture is supported by

a range of trade union leaders ™ - -

in ex-Yugoslavia including:
Josip Radovanovic - president,
shipbuilding unions in Split, Ve-
dran Dragicevic - president,
metalworking unions of Dalma-
tia, Damir Bacinovic - Presi-
dent, Rijeka shipyard workers,

Branco Kuzet - president Rijeka |

metal workers, Avdagic Mo-
hamid - president of the unions
for agriculture, food, tobacco
and water in Bosnia, Ismet Ba-
jranovic - president, Croatian
metalworkers, Hugic Salam -
president, wood and paper
workers in Sarajevo, Kojci Fer-
dija - president - textile, ieather
and footware unions Sarajevo,
Fikret Suljic - president Tuzla
metal workers.

The appeal is particularly di-
rected to transport trade un-
ions and port workers. The
ship will leave from Stockholm
and visit various European
ports picking up containers and
then go to Croatia.

e Raise support for this project
in your union - even more if
your union covers transport or
shipping. Further information
can he obtained from:
Arbetarkonvojen, Box 6507,

S:11383 Stockhalm, Sweden. - .

Croatia claims, with some
justification, that the UN pres-
ence has simply frozen the situ-
ation and entrenched the Serbian
gains from the 1991 war and that
the only way they will regain the
occupied territories is by their
own efforts - although they
claim they have not yet decided
on the military option.

At the same time Tudjman is
seeking discussions with
Milosevic, but on the basis of the
recognition of the pre-1991 bor-
ders - a condition Milosevic is
certain to reject.

There is talk of offering
Milosevic other territory in ex-
change for a deal but this would
be difficult to sell.

Any deal between Tudjman
and Milosevic, however, would
be extremely dangerous for Bos-
nia since it would certainly in-
volve the dissolution of the
fragile Bosnian\Croat federa-
tion which does at least facilitate
supply lines to the South.

If media speculation that
Croatia will indeed enter the war
against the Krajina Serbs or Ser-
bia turned out to be true it would
clearly transform the conflict -
although the Serbs are far better
armed than Croatia and Bosnia
combined.

Much more likely, however,
1s that Tudjman is pushing the
UN to the brink and will in the
end settle for a new mandate if
he can get it more on his terms.

Tatters

Meanwhile Western policy
remains in tatters. The five na-
tion contact group of Britain,
France, Germany, Russta and
the US are presenting yet an-
other “‘peace plan” (their fifth)
to Milosevic under conditions
where most of the cards are in
his hands and they are deeply
split amongst themselves.

They are offering a three
point deal: 49 per cent of Bosnia
plus the lifting of UN sanctions
in exchange for the recognition
of Bosnia and Croatia. Whilst
Russia is a party to the plan they
have already announced that™
they are seeking closer ties with
Serbia and plan to supply the
country with natural gas.

Overall Western aims remain
the same - to force a settlement
which would be massively to the
advantage of Serbia.

But their means of delivering
it are long gone, and the day of
air strikes and NATQ threats
will not return short of a widen-
ing of the war beyond ex-Yugo-
slavia.

The Serbs want 100 per cent
of their demands and will not
settle for 95 per cent and Bosnia
still cannot bludgeoned into sur-
render.

The prospect therefore is a
renewed war in which the Bos-
nian army will fight to regain
parts of the occupied territories
and the Serbs battle on.to force
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them into capitulation.







