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An:mtact af :mmlgraﬂon laws: Home Semtary Mlchael Howard

Vote Labour: Fight for sociali

ry racists!

JOHN MAJOR's cabinet
are desperate.

Every opinion poll
forecasts a Tory disaster in
the coming local elections.

Even staunch Tory
supporters have been
rejecting Major’s policy of
axing schools, old people’s

homes and social services to

pay for tax cuts in the next
general election.

Even the promise of tax
cuts has been discredited,
with 20 separate tax
increases since the 1992
election and living standards
plunging as the latest cuts in
mortgage tax relief kick in.

The old stand-by of
privatisation, too, has been
thoroughly undermined by
the scandalous profiteering
of privatised utilities, the
sky-high salaries of their
directors, and the
unpopularity of rail and Post
Office privatisation.

Law and order has been
neutered as a political
weapon by the extreme right
wing line of Tony Blair’s
Labour Party, and the
mounting evidence that
crime is linked to the social
and economic decay of
post-Thatcher Britain.

So whatever next?
Predictably, the bankrupt
party of that ‘nice’ Mr Major
has wheeled out one of the
oldest cannons in the Tory
arsenal: racism.
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A full seven months before
the next Queen’s Speech in
the autumn, ministers leaked
to the media the fact that
they are planning a new
crackdown on ‘illegal
Immigrants’.

In fact the legislation
would target not immigration
— which previous racist Tory
laws have reduced to an
iInsignificant trickle, causing
misery among divided
families - but asylum
seekers, who have already
been victimised in the
Asylum Act two years ago.

Hundreds of innocent
asylum seekers, refugees
from wars and dictatorships
around the world, are
currently incarcerated in grim
prisons like Campsfield near
Oxford. Bosnian refugees
already face the closure of
the miserable handful of
reception centres, and the
slashing of government
funds for their support.

The Tories want to make it
even harder to get into
Britain -- so they can make it
easier for themselves to win
racist votes.

This is a sick, cynical trick
by a desperate and
reactionary Party. The council
elections offer workers a
welcome chance to throw
some of them out of office
now: we'll have to wait a
little longer to kick out the
rest.
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UR FIGHT

Hardest stage of the
battle for Clause Four

By Steve

French and
Alan 'l'hornott

THE DEFEND Clause
Four campaign now faces
the hardest stage of the bat-
tle. Whilst 1t was ahead on
points in the first five
rounds, the phoney con-
sultation and the NECs
vote have been presented

by a helpful media as the

turning point in the cam-
paign.

It must be remembered that
in what was heralded as the
biggest ever consultation
within a political party re-
sulted in a mere 1.5% of indi-
vidual members indicating
that they wished to make
Clause IV ’more clear and
concise’. Even many of these
put pre-conditions about
common ownership and full
employment.

The newspapers have now

dropped the issue as though

"it’s all over bar the shouting’.
Yet politically there is still a
lot to play for.

Public ownership is more
popular than for decades. The
new bulletin from Defend
Clause 4 - Defend Socialism
(DC4) highlights a recent sur-
vey of Labour Party mem-
bers. 63% disagreed that “‘the

production of goods and serv-

ices are best left to the free
market”’. A Gallup poll in
January asked voters if they
broadly agreed with Clause 4.
37% said ‘‘yes” - a greater
proportion than voted Labour
at the last general election!

Only 28% said “no’’.

On figures like that it is
hard to see how the campaign
to defend the Clause could
possible fail, yet Blair has be-
gun to turn the tide. Whilst it
is not inevitable that Blair will
win - 1t is the most likely out-
come. Why?

Vote loser?

A lot of people, particu-
larly in the CLPs, will reluc-
tantly vote for something they
do not believe in. They think
that this will help deliver a

Labour government - a defeat

for Blair might be seen as a
divisive vote loser. This
would be a big mistake. The
Tory agenda really is not a
vote winner presently. For
Labour to constitutionally en-
shrine support for capitalism
would draw the political
agenda rightwards. This
would open the door to further
shifts to the right - particularly
a challenge to the Union link.
The campaign must be
waged right up to the wire.
There is still a big fight to be
had. In the CLPs, many of
which are conducting OMOV
ballots, we must ensure that
DC4’s material is distributed.
The #membership must see
both sides of the argument.

Unions
In the Trade Untons the

situation is not so unfavour-

able. The TGWU, RMT,
ASLEF, UCATT, GPMU,
FBU, NUM and the Bakers
are all likely to vote for reten-
tion. |

UNISON will now hold a
special ‘Affiliated Political

Fund’ conference on Apnl 13.
This body includes regional
delegates. Many regional
APFs have voted for reten-
tion. The UNISON executive
has insisted that re-nationali-
sation of the utilities must be
included in any new clause.
MSFs conference dele-
gates will decide their vote.
Their President has pledged
that in chairing the delegation
meeting, he will advise that

‘the union’s policy is to sup-

port Clause IV and this should
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be followed. The new com-
munications union are hold-
ing a members ballot this

month. USDAW holds its

conference a week before the
Special Conference.
The outcome on Apnl 29
will be heavily determined by
procedures. We must oppose
delegates being forced into a
straight jacket with only the
option of voting for or against
the Blair clause. Clause IV de-
fenders must argue for a
democratic conference proce-

' .
‘New Labour’ spies on its members

SIX NOTTINGHAM Inner
City Labour Party wards
have bheen denied the
right to select their own
candidates ~that’'s 12
candidates in safe La-

bour seats!

The East Midlands Re-
gional Executive have al-
ieged membership
irregularities. Their deci-
sion was endorsed by the
NEC.

The first the branches

‘knew about the decision

was when an article ap-
peared in the local press.
A number of the
branches had already se-
lected their candidates and
had canvassing prepara-

tions well underway.

It is no surprise that all
of these wards are in areas
comprising of large afro-
caribbean and asian com-
munities with significant
black Labour Party mem-

‘bership.

It is also no surprise that
these impositions follow
hard on the heels of the ex-
pulsion of leading black ac-
tivist Hassan Ahmed.

The membership secre-
tary of Nottingham East

" started the whole process

off when he discovered that
there was a large number
of reduced rate members in
the Inner City. |

The fact that all the
wards are in areas of very

high unemployment seems
to have escaped his notice!

All the watrds in the con-
stituency were told to check
the status of their unem-
ployed members, with
branch officers being asked
to behave like DSS Snoop-
ers!

When asked how they
should check their mem-
bers unemployed status,
one DLP official suggested
that people be asked to ex-
plain “what they do during
the day!”

The allegation of mem-
bership irregularities ap-
pears to be a smokescreen
to disguise the real pur-
pose behind the imposi-
tions: to ensure that left

Labour officers told to
become DSS snhoopers!

candidates from the black
communities and those as-
sociated with Hassan Ah-
med do not get elected
onto the Council.

On Monday 20 March
two democratically se-
lected black sitting council-
lors were deselected by the
Regional Office and re-
placed by two white mem-
bers. Their crime? To be
black, have political aspira-
tions and to know Hassan
Ahmed!

These latest attacks will
do nothing to encourage
black membership and can
only serve to fan the flames
of racism both inside and
outside the Party.

GMB chief John Edmonds, seen here speakmg at a ‘Tnbune conference Is backing Blair’s clause

dure with the right to move
amendments. Moves to refer
back Blair’s proposal should
be supported.

~ Despite the present defen-
sive state of the movement,
DC4 has forced the biggest
policy debate within the La-
bour Party for years. This has
greatly reshaped and repoliti-

cised the left in the CLPs and

especially the unions. Whilst
we are beginning to see the
early stages of the new wave
of struggles, particularly
around the NHS and educa-

tion, it is very important that

these gains are consolidated.

Conference

For this reason Socialist
Outlook is strongly in favour
of a conference, before the
summer holidays, of all
Clause IV defenders. This i1s
currently being discussed
within the campaign.

Such a conference should
be as broad as possible. We
must argue that key unions
involved in the defence of the
clause should call such an

eventtomapouta ﬁght onkey.
issues - full employment, the
defence of the welfare state,
public ownership, minimum
wage - to be fought for be-
tween now and the election.

This would begin to pre-
pare for the battles which are
to come under a Labour gov-
ernmernt. |

- Of course a Blair victory at
the conference would be a se-
rious defeat. Blair wants to
turn Labour into a left of cen-
tre capitalist party which
would maintain some links
with the union leaders, purely
to ensure they deliver the
working class vote. The exist-
ing structured relationship
with the unions would be re-
moved.

Losing Clause IV would be
the loss of a battle - not the
war. Blair wants to remove
the Clause to clear the decks
for a Labour government’s at-
tacks on the working class.
The left should use the politi-
cal momentum which the
campaign has developed, to
prepare the fightback.
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By our

correspondent

TO READ the Guardian
might make you believe

~ that all is over on the

Clause Four fight bar the
shouting: but the truth,
as so often with the

Guardian, was different.
" According to their re-
port, the first set-piece con-
ference since the
publication of the lengthy
new Aims & Values clause
apparently saw the unions
vote 82% for Blair.

In fact most large unions

- did not vote at all, but ab-

stained. The 82% relates
only to the unions which
did cast a vote. On the side-
lines were such major play-
ers as the TGWU, UNISON,
GMB, GPMU and MSF,
none of which have yet de-
cided a policy on the new
clause.

And although Blair’s

vote predictably included

the hard-right AEEU, it also
included the divided Com-
munications Workers Un-
jon, whose delegation
spent much of the confer-
ence in acrimonious debate

after being instructed by

their general secretary to
vote for the new Clause. In
fact both unions now
merged into the CWU had
previous policy of defend-
ing Glause Four.

In fact there was strong

Canadians spark '
row over net profits

HALIBUT have been the

most unlikely cause of a
dipiomatic war between
Canada and Europe since

~ the days of the British

Empire.

But the commandeering of
a Spanish fishing trawler off
its territorial waters and
threats to prevent of other
Spanish ships from fishing in
the area threatens to awaken
an animosity long buried.

At the heart of this latest
incident is the depletion of
fish, and the increasing com-
petition among fishing na-
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Labour Women’s Conference

A defeat that
settles nothmg

UNISON must vote against market values

support for Clause Four
from a determined element
at Women’s Conference.
Out of 500-600 delegates,
50-60 attended a Defend
Clause Four fringe meet-
ing, while others equally
committed to the Clause
made up a good number at
the rival fringe meeting
called simultaneousiy on
the new Aims and Values
statement.

Throughout the confer-
ence delegates aiso voted

for resolutions which fly in

the face of Tony Blair’s re-
assertion of market values.
Resolutions calling for th

renationalisation of the rail-

ways and the scrapping of
Compulsory Competitive
Tendering were combined

tions. Whereas in 1938 the
world fish catch was 15 mil-
lion tonnes and in 1978 64
million tonnes, by 2000 it is
estimated to reach 100 mil-
lion tonnes.

This phenomenal rise is
related to the advances in
fishing technologies, particu-
larly on the giant commer-
cial trawlers.

20 000 jobs in Newfound-
land alone have already
gone and the Canadian gov-
ernment spends C$400 mil-
lion annually on those made
unemployed.

Part of the problem is
that the nets used to catch
fish are wasteful and often
dangerous.

No plaice for us? A young halibut |
]

with opposition to the opt-
ing out of schools like the

one to which Blair so osten-

tatiously chose to send his
son.

Even at this late stage
Blair's supporters continue
to misrepresent the new
statement. Clare Short actu-
ally claimed that it means
full employment: perhaps
she should try fo convince
Tony Blair of thatl

In fact what Women's

‘Conference shows is that

far from being done and
dusted, there is still much
to play for in the Clause
Four fight. Key unions have
yet to decide: they could
yet tip the balance at the
Special Conference on
Aprit 29.

The nets are often 30
miles wide and are held be-
tween two or more ships.
As they are not permeable,
they catch and kill every-
thing in their way - includ-
ing unwanted marine life
and young fish before they
can mature and breed.

As the nets are not bio-
degradeable, when cut
loose they can drift along
trapping larger marine ani-

- mals like dolphins or entan-

gling themselves in vessels.
. Fishing on the high seas
is monopolised by big busi-
ness which squeezes out in-
dividual fishermen and
threatens the survival of
fishing communities.

The people who rely on
fish for their protein intake
are generally poor. As fish
become scarce and as East
Asian trawler companies
catch for western and do-
mestic markets, fish be-
comes unavailable and
unaffordable to many in the
Third World.

This is of more long-term
consequence than the pre-

- sent episode.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

What we think

Portillo’s

vision of
sweatshop

[EUurope

IT’S NOT TRUE that Tory
Euro-sceptics are opposed

to any European link-up.
They have their dream of a
single Europe market in
which capital is free to roam
in search of cheap labour,
where welfare spending 1s
forced down to the barest
minimum, and where wages
are forced down to the lowest

‘possible level.

They have done their best
at home to reduce British
workers to the paupers of
Europe, and now oppose any
proposals that might support
orimprove pay and conditions
in Europe. |

In pursuit of this vision of
a ‘Europe without benefits’,
hard right Empioyment Secre-
tary Michael Portillo has now
formed a bizarre alliance for
low pay with Irish and Portu-
guese opposite numbers.

Their common objective is
to block an EU directive that

‘would prevent foreign build-

ing workers undercutting lo-
cal pay and conditions In
member states.

The directive is strongly
supported by France, Belgium
and the Netherlands where na-
tional laws lay down that local
pay rates should apply to out-
side labour from day one, and
by Germany, Sweden and
Austria, where prevailing
wages are high.

At the same meeting, Por-
tillo also rejected proposals to
insert a social clause in EU
international agreements that
would require countries trad-
ing with member states to rec-
ognise trade unions — and ban
child labour. |

Although the Euro-row has
been shelved until June - after
the French elections — Portillo’s

stubborn stance underlines the

Tory commitment to low pay,
which has found such a weak
response from the trade union
and Labour leaders.

All of the figures show the
extent to which the relentless
Tory onslaught on pay and so-
cial benefits has thrown mil-
lions into poverty.

More than a miilion people

in work in Britain are earning
less than £2.50 an hour. A
third of a million are on less
than £1.50 an hour. Cheap-
skate employers exploiting
this sweated labour are being
subsidised by the Tories to the
tune of £2.5 billion a year in
top-up benefits for the lowest-

Wage-cutter Pamlla

paid.

Poverty in Teesside 1s so
widespread that councils are
pumping cash into providing

free school breakfasts to

counter malnutrition among
children. 3.7 million children
are now living in families de-
pendent on skid-row state
benefits or receiving income
below benefit levels.

Yet Labour leaders, their
eyes firmly on the votes of the
prosperous middle class, have
been frantically back-pedal-
ling from any specific com-
mitment to legislate a
minimum wage of £4.15.

Now itseems the TUC, too,
is in retreat, and could offer a
concession to Tony Blair by
slashing back its target to just
£3.60.

Exactly what advantage
this would offer to Labour’s
timid front bench is not clear,
since the Tories and hard-line
employers will oppose any
minimum wage on principle,

claiming that if employers

cannot hire workers for nextto
nothing they may not hire

Yet in Germany and other
European countries booming
capitalist enterprises pay far
higher average wages than In
Britain’s crumbling indus-
tries.

Unlike the British unions,
whose half-hearted NHS
lunch-time protest on March
30 spelled out a refusal to

European workers are demon-

strating increased confidence

in their wage demands.
German engineering work-

million members of of the IG-
Metall union making impor-
tant gains from a 12-day
selective stoppage backed up
by the threat of national ac-
tion. Other big German unions
are now in the queue for pay
increases of up to 6 percent.

In France, too, massive pay
strikes last week halted
planes, trains, and Paris bus
and Metro services as well as
Renault car plants.

British workers, however
are saddled with a deadly
combination of a class-con-
scious government, and a
cowardly, ineffective union
leadership.

As Portillo sets his sights
on replacing the Social Chap-
ter with a Cowboy’s Charter,
reducing pay to sweatshop
levels across Europe, the Brit-
ish rail unions, health unions
and others are debating
whether or not to fight for a
pay increase that matches in-
flation.

With the Tories so weak
and isolated, a serious fight
now could deal them a deci-
sive blow - and that would be
a huge step forward for work-
ers throughout Europe.

~ them at all.
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On the right lines: striking German rail workers

mount a serious fight on pay,
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Pay insult triggers wide lunch-time protests

NHS: that was the
campaign, that

By Harry Sloan

TENS OF thousands of
health workers turned out
at an estimated 420 lunch-

time protest rallies and.

pickets outside hospitals on
March 31.

But the danger is that un-

less a big campaign is
mounted in UNISON and
other health unions to demand
more substantial industrial ac-
tion, that show of anger will
be the end rather tan the be-
ginning of any real fight.

Originally called by nurs-

ing unions in protest at their

‘insulting 1 percent pay award a

from the review body, the im-

ited action was joined by al-

most all sections of health
workers, who have now re-
jected similarly inad'equatej
increases. |

The Tory b1d to confuse
and buy off some sections
with the announcement that
up to 2 percent more could be
negotiated locally with Trusts
has not convinced many
health workers.

They know that if they do
this they are destroying their
national pay agreement, and
that any cash conceded this
year by Trust bosses may well
be taken away again next
year.
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R 1

\\\\\\
..........

.........

T - - )

In any even many Trusts

~ are struggling financially and

unwilling to fork out the addi-

tional money unless job-cut-

ting strings are attached.
With so little on offer, it

would have seemed that the -

""""""""""""""

Heé unions sauld have gone all_ d to build the mood fa strike cu
cent’ — hardly the way to gal-.

unions should have gone all

out to build the mood for
strike action on a decent pay
claim. Instead there have been
weeks of inaction, and discus-

sion has been reduced to
fighting for the ‘full 3 per-

......

vanise the troops.

For national union leaders
terrified of calling any real ac-
tion, the ‘Out to Lunch’ pro-

test was an ideal device.

If nobody turned out, they

Momentum builds behind
| Chelmsford busworkers

By Roger Welch

Over a thousand people
marched through
Chelmsford on Saturday
March 25 in solidarity with

the sacked 105 busworkers.
It would have been even
bigger if the TGWU leader-
ship had not clashed the demo
with the big FACE event.
Over a hundred people at-
tended a public meeting ad-
dressed by Paul Foot
organised by the strike com-
mittee in the continuing cam-
paign for reinstatement.

Solidarity

More marches and pickets
must be called by the bus-
workers with the aim of get-
ting other trades unionists to
Chelmsford so that we have
the numbers to close down the
Eastern National depot.

It is now essential that the
sacked workers take the run-
ning of the dispute into their

own hands. There 1s a very
real danger that the free bus
service - useful tactic though
it is - is becoming an end In
itself.

The key remains solidarity
action throughout Badgerline

‘and the bus industry. The 105

must continue to speak di-

rectly to other busworkers to
secure support and to pressur-
ise the TGWU leadership into
giving official backing.

Messages of support, re-
quests for speakers and do-
nations can be sent to:
‘Roger Welsh, Chelmsford

TUC, 87 Mllday Road,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2
0DR. Telephone: 0245
263727

Cheques should be made
payable to TGWU
(Chelmsford Bus Drivers
Support Fund).

-----------

'''''''''''

could claim that there was no

mood for a fight. But if thou- -
sands did respond, then unlike

a one-day strike, bureaucrats
could still argue that this lim-
ited action was as far as many
were prepared to go.

'“’Detainees victory

By Bill MacKeith

Two of the hunger strikers
held at Campsfield have
been released.

~ Sita Kamara was released '
from the beehive detention

centre on March 11 after four
weeks on hunger strike.

On March 24 Anne-Marie
Saman, also from the lvory
Coast, was released from Ox-
ford’s Churchill Hospital,
where she had been moved in
her sixth week of hunger strike
- five days after her appeal had
been turned down. The British
government turned down 100
per cent of asylum applica-
tions from lvorian refugees in
1994.

- Although both women have
gained only “temporary ad-
mission status” theirs is a
huge success. The Ivory Relief
Action Group celebrated at a
meeting of over 200 Ivorian
refugees and supporters at

Lambeth Town Hall. The dis-- -
cussion addressed the col- -
laboration of the British and

French governments with
arms exporters and big busi-
ness in keeping the lvory
Coast dictatorship in place.

‘left the running to the no-

iing. In others union members. = -
_responded strongly; holding -
" militant meetings and askmg_f__’

what comes next " '

l  “union, had announced that
W there would be a six-week

- leaders are desperately hop-

~ and health group bodies and

“dle’s resignation has set the

as!

¢

In the event, the response
was respectable, but patchy.
The low demands and low-
key action failed to win any
real enthusiasm among staff,
although those who did tum
out on the day won the pre-
dictable warm support from
the general public, with horns
tooting in all directions.

In some hospitals unions

strike Royal College of Nurs-

‘consultation’ T
~ UNISON the blgg,es"t NHS '_

‘consultation’ on whether to
take any further action.
It is quite clear that top:

‘ing that in this period the RCN

* will drop its pretence of oppo- -

sition, allowing UNISON to
follow them into surrender.

"To combat this UNISON
activists, and other health
trade unionists must demand
branch meetings to discuss
the next steps and send reso-
lutions to regional councils

officials demanding a mobi-
lisation for industrial action.

There is an increase in ra-
cism in the press and among
political parties. Charles Wad-

tone. Jack Straw feels free to
talk about “innumerable immi-
grants”.

Mike Rahman of the Na-
tional Union of Refugee Or-
ganisations predicts mass
deportations of refugees and -
so-called - illegal immigrants.

These moves can be
stopped.

Local Labour Parties must
vociferously reject Jack
Straw’s twisted version of re-
ality. We must also step up
campaigning and our direct
material support for detainees
- visits, phonecards, personal
necessities eic.

The Haslar Stop the Deten-
tions Campaign has backed
calls for a National Day of Ac-
tion at aill detention centres
and prisons holding immigra-
tion detainees on Saturday
June 24. Phone 0705 832260

for details.

e The Campaign To Close
Campsfield can be con-
tacted at: 111 Magdalen
Road, Oxford. Phone:
01865 724452, 01865
726804.
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A June oonference -

and another
- demonstration in the

" autumn - are among
the next steps being

- planned by the Fight
- Against Cutsin

~ Education (FACE)

o eamnalgn after its

B successful March 25"

demonstration.
Soclalist Outlook
spoke to FACE
National Chair SUE
LISTER.

S0: YOU must have been very
pleased with the turn-out in
London on March 25?
SL: Yes, it was a tremendous day
for the campaign, to turn out be-
- tween 15-20,000 peopleona
‘national march just six weeks or
- 50 after FACE was set up.
There were coachloads from all
- over the country, from Newcastle
to the West country — even some

from cities where there are no edu- -

. cation cuts this year.

I was especially pleased that we

~ got over 1,000 people from War-
- wickshire, where FACE was first

THERE ARE worrying signs
in the East Midlands that the

political vacuum created by
the Labour Party’s increas-
ingly right wing agenda is be-
ing filled by racism.

The Tories won a by-election
in Keith Vaz’s Leicester East
constituency standing on a ““No
Mosques or Temples here’’
ticket.

The BNP has not been idle
either — they are to stand a can-
didate in Kirkby. They have
leafleted inner city areas of
Leicester, Nottingham and
Derby as well as at football
grounds. There are regular
Blood and Honour gigs in the
Notts and Leics areas.

Chased out

In Loughborough they
chased the SWP out of a town
centre pub. There is a unit of
Skrewdriver Security in the area
as well as a Nazi Skinzine and
Nazi band English Rose in

nearby Coalville
The local Asian ¢ tmunity,
concerned at the incre  ing level

of racist attacks have been told
by the police that there is no
organised presence of racists and
fascists in the area!

- setup, and another 1 ,000 from Ox-

fordshlre, ‘where I’'m a chair of gov-
ernors and where the NUT called

~ the first one-day strike.

It was good to have Ben Elton
on the platform.

But on the day the precise num-
~ bersand persona]mes didn’t matter
~ quite so much as the enormous

" amount of media coverage that we
. got for the issue in the run-upto
~ the march — we were on every na-

tional radio and television network,

‘putting the arguments against these

cuts.

$O: You seem to have got the

Tories pretty much on the run.
SL: Yes, there were some good

clashés on Newsnight and on the

radio. It’s interesting that we had
summed up the campaign as ‘the
rise of middle England’, and it
seems that now the Tory party is
going out to try to win them back.
‘We argued that the education

cuts were being imposed by the
government to finance tax cuts,

‘and now the press is full of sugges-
tions for cutting taxes to win the

next general election.
- I think the strength of our cam-

paign in reaching wide layers of -
~ what were formerly Tory voters
- suggests that John Major has got it

wrong this time, but we have to
keep up the pressuredgeep the is-
sue in the headlines, so people

can’t forget that

‘inordertobuya

their kids’ school- §
ing is being cut

few extra votes. -

$0:Hasthere [N
been any feed-
‘back since the

- march?
~ SL: Yes, it -
-seems thatin

......

---------

many areas peo-
ple who came on the demonstra-
tion have gone back and begun
building new FACE groups where
we didn’t have them, or plannmg
new activities.

The phone keeps ringing with re-
quests for us to send speakers.

There is no sign that the campaign

is dying down.

SO: It must be hard to sustain

“the momentum, with the new

financial year having started,
and the cuts beginning to take

effect.
SL: The anger is still there. And

. many councils are already warn-

ing that there will be more cuts
next year. People want to fight on.
In some areas it is a question of

exposing the cuts that are being im-

posed, the numbers of teachers to
be lost. In others it is easier to keep
up the pressure, because FACE

P
C

groups can build support for
schools where governors have set
deficit budgets (which we now call
‘needs budgets’) and there is the
question of whether or not councﬂs
will intervene.

50: So what Is FACE planning

nationally?
SL: Firstly we are working to con-
solidate our links with some of the

- organisations that have supported

us, and hopefully build better links
with the teaching unions which
have supported us locally but not
nationally.

I will be speaking for FACE at an
STA fringe meeting at NUT Confer-
ence.

We will also be producing some
FACE publicity, to ensure that our
name cannot be used by small
groups claiming to speak on our be-
half.

But we are also building for a
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natlonal conference to be held in
Coventry on June 10. We want

- this to be very broad, reflecting the
base of the campaign.

And we want to organise an-
other demonstration in September,
as the process of preparing a new

- round of cuts gets under way.

But perhaps most urgent of all
is to raise some money to cover
the costs of the campaign. Some of
these are at present being under-
written by generous NUT

- branches, but we have to pay some

back. |

A fund-raising benefit is being
planned, but we do need to urge lo-
cal FACE groups and anyone that

supports us to send a donation.

B Contact FACE c/o St Giles

County Middle School, Hayes

Lane, Exhall, Coventry CV7

ONS. Phone 0589-789104.

Day school
fights East
Midlands racism

Work around the issue of
travellers rights and provision of
sites for travellers has been im-
portant for anti-racist activists in
Leics.

The BNP and the Tories have
been active in campaigning
against a site in Thurcaston.
They have drawn in a motley
crew of outraged residents and
preservationists arguing a
“‘green’’ case for opposing sites.

The local Labour Council
claims the best reason for the site
is the increased police powers
given to evicting travellers from
unofficial sites. Both sides are
keen to use racist arguments.

Both Leics and Notts Anti

- Fascist Alliance have had their

resources stretched to breaking
point in trying to respond to rac-
ist and fascist activities. The La-
bour movement has got to

- organise now to prevent the fur-

ther growth of racism and fas-
cism. |

The Leicestershire Anti Fas-
cist Alliance has organised a
dayschool on fighting racism
and fascism in the workplace
and the community, on April 22
at the Secular Hall, Humber-
stone Gate, Leicester. The
school 1s especially designed for
trade union activists.

Left must fight do-nothing leadership

NUT leaders face to FACE
N wrtch hunt ‘scandal’

By Roy Leach

THE NUT conference in
Blackpool this Easter will
meet against the back-
drop of the massive un-
derfunding Crisis
afflicting education.

l.ocal Education Authorities
are slashing school budgets,
leading to thousands of teach-
ers facing the sack. Isolated
strikes by NUT Divisions
(branches covering an LEA) -

including Newcastle, Oxford- - ]

shire, Ealing, Leicestershire,
Nottinghamshire and many
others —have failed to stem the
flood of job losses.

A national campaign is the
only way to defeat the cuts,
which emanate from the Tory
government.

Motions and amendment
at the conference from the
Socialist Teachers’ Alliance
and the Campaign for a
Democratic and Fighting Un-
lon seek to commit the NUT
to launch such a campaign
with a national one-day strike
in the Summer.

This will be the central de-

bate at the conference If the

right-wing led Executive can
fend off calls for national ac-
tion there is a very real risk
that the anger and confidence
of teachers, reflected in a
string of ‘Yes’ votes nation-
wide, will be dissipated and
demoralisation will set in.

~ The issue of national ac-

tion against the cuts will call

into question the NUT’s scan-
dalous attitude towards
FACE, ‘Fight Against Cuts in
Education’. NUT General
Secretary Doug McAvoy has
tried to characterise FACE as
a front for the Socialist Work-

ers’ Party.

The success of the

" FACE’s national demonstra-

tion on March 25, and the
massive support the cam-
paign has received from par-
ents, governors and NUT
members, make it difficult for

" the leadership to maintain

their opposition.

Demonstration
The left should seek to

« commit the NUT to support
the next demonstration,

planned for September. With
official backing there could
be hundreds of thousands on
the streets of London.

Although the SATs boy-

cott has been called off, it
remains very much a live is-
sue. The Executive try to hide
their capitulation behind the
fig leaf of having ‘won’ a re-
view and continued opposi-
tion to league tables.

The problem for the un-
fon’s right wing this that this
puts the NUT in opposition to
Labour’s education policies,
which are now practically in-
distinguishable from those of
the Tories.

They are desperate to

drtch any reference to renew-
ing the boycott if the review

fails to meet the principles
they outlined six months pre-
viously.

If the left avoids merely
denouncing this sell out,
which was endorsed three to
one by the membership, it
can win a majority for con-
tinuing an effective campaign
against government educa-
tion policies.

The simple faith of the
leadership in the ability of the
TUC and a ‘high profile cam-
paign’ with no strategy to im-
prove pay will produce a
left-right split.

As usual they will bitterly

oppose the alternative of link-
ing up with other public sec-
tor unions in coordinated
strike action.

It is essential the left links
pay to the broader issue of
education funding.

Even if the conference
agrees to the sort of cam-
paign that is needed to break
the Tories public sector pay
policy, the membership will
need a lot of convincing that
their pay won't be at the ex-
pense of other teachers’ jobs.
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Health care: what
a socialist policy

the workers’
should place no confidence in
the state’s administration of
education or any other social
function. He argued for a dif-
ferent strategic orientation
from the one we tend to adopt,
one based on' working class

~could do

By John Lister,

London Health
Emergency

THE NEWS that rail priva-
tisation has already cost the
government £1 billion came
in the same week as the publi-
cation of a report on the tragic
death of the Bexley man who
had to be flown to Leeds for a
neurosurgery bed after a road
accident.

As campaigners had
warned, the report was a
whitewash, aimed at blaming
an individual consultant for
the appalling shortage of acute
and specialist hospital beds in
the capital.

Indeed the report’s argu-
ment is that there were, in fact,
two Intensive Care Unit beds
available, at the Royal Free
Hospital.

But this effectively claims
that just two beds are suffi-
cient to serve the emergency
needs of a population in ex-

cess of 12 million in the South
East of England: in other

words the biggest city in
Europe has been. reduced to
the level that its hospitals

could not cope with a serious
car crash, let alone any larger

disaster.

This is no accident. Under
the Tories the NHS has been

starved of cash and resources,

with a rapid reduction both in
the acute beds that handle

emergencies and in long-stay

beds for the elderly and the
- mentally ill.
The remaining psychiatric

beds are under. enormous
pressure, while mental health

community care schemes are

hopelessly under resourced.

Almost all long-term care of
. the frail elderly has now been

privatised, with thousands
consigned to profit-making
nursing homes and forced to
pay for the privilege through
means- tested charges.

And acute beds are now un-
der increasing stress, as a sud-
den upsurge in emergency
admissions, itself apparently a
product of the market system
and GP fund-holding,
swamps hospitals across the
country.

The £1 billion for the rail
sell-off shows that there is cash
to spare for projects the Tories
think are important, while the
NHS grinds into crisis.

A key difference in a so-
cialist policy is to put health-
care near the top of the agenda
for action rather than regard

health spending as an obstacle -

to greater tax cuts.

A second difference is that
socialists reject the argument
that demand for health care is

‘infinite’. This always leads
on to the obvious conclusion:
imposing arbitrary limits on
health spending, limits which
reflect political priorities
rather than the need for care.

A third difference is that
socialists recognise the need
for genuine collective provi-
sion of health care, rejecting
charges for medicines or treat-
ment.

Health promotion

Fourthly, instead of the
Tory attempt to close hospi-
tals by imposing utopian
‘health promotion’ schemes
which have little impactonthe
most deprived and unhealthy

sections of society, socialists

recognise the need for broader
social policies to improve
health.

And fifth, instead of the

Self-actmty key to flght for educatlon
Don’t leave schools ‘

policy to the state!

RICHARD
HATCHER

explains how a
radical policy for
education is the
key to mobilising
more active
working class
support.

WE KNOW —more or less
— what we are against in
education: against opting
out, against cuts, against
national tests and league ta-

bles.

And we have some idea of

what we are for. But how do
we get from one to the other?

There is a danger of a split

between immediate demands
in education, however mili-
tantly fought for, and more
general longer-term goals.
We tend to bridge the gap with
a reflex implanted by half a
century of the welfare state:
“let the state find the solu-
tion”’

But Karl Marx insisted that
movement

”~

self-activity.

The problem for us in edu-
cation is that while there is
quite a lot of militant activity
by teachers, there is little by
people outside education.

Even the most significant
popular campaigns, such as
those against schools opting
out are limited to defensive
demands, with no alternative
programme beyond that for a

-well-funded comprehensive

school system.

Equality

Even the campaign around
racial and gender equality, the
most important gain in educa-
tion that the left has registered
over the past twenty years
failed to resolve the problem
of the relationship to the state,

-and ended being swallowed

up in municipal socialism or
educational managerialism.

So how can working class
and popular activity around
education be developed?

The truth is that we have no
blueprint for what an educa-
tion in the interests of the
working class would look
like. We have some ideas, but

they need to be tested and sup-

plemented by teachers work-
ing with local communities.

This vision of democratic lo- -

cal experiment puts into ques-

tion a central tenet of the left
in education: the pninciple of
common universal provision.

Democratic self-activity
means choice and diversity.
Once parents, school students
and local communities start
developing their own ideas
around education rather than
relying on or deferring to the
state, they won’t all come up
with the same answers,
whether it concerns the cur-
riculum or teaching methods

or the way schools should be -

organised.
This is to be welcomed. It

is quite utopian to believe that.
the massive failure and disaf-
fection among working class
students in secondary schools
can be transformed without
radical experiments in new
forms of learning and teach-
ing.

The danger that diversity
and choice can be utilised for
reactionary purposes is a very
real one. But we can minimise
this danger by a number of
conditions.

@ Firstly, market relation-
ships must be replaced by new
opportunities at school, LEA
and national levels to
strengthen popular influence
(school forums, city-wide fo-
rums, rights for school stu-

dents, and so on);
@® Secondly, the state must

be pressured to play a role in
setting a policy framework
that would promote progres-
eve
hibit reactionary ones. ThlS
would include positive action
against racial and gender dis-
crimination, against selection,
and so forth. These would set
a framework of universal en-

titlements within which local

variation would take place.

@® Finally, and crucially, Haa

the bottom line is reliance on
class struggle action, rather
than the state, as the guarantor
of educational progress.

As an example of local de-
mocracy and choice, a local
partnership of schools could
offer a range of specialisms as
centres of expertise in media
studies, or modern languages
or science or sport, or what-
ever the community wanted.

Options
These would be available

~ as options, for a proportion of

the school week or term, to
any students in the area. Each
student would attend their
‘base’ school for part of the
time for the common core of
the curriculum and the spe-

cialist school for the rest.

If demand for one special-
ism outstripped supply, it
would signal the need to ex-

- leaves millions eking out an

ling health services through
secretive quangos staffed by
servile co- thinkers, socialists
press for increased commu-
nity involvement and control,
with the scrapping of the mar-
ket system with its Trusts,
- fund-holders and ‘purchasing
~authorities’, to be replaced by
elected local health boards in-
cluding health workers.

‘A completely new ap-
proach to health and health
care is required. |

While Major’s Britain

would combine with policies
for housing, for job creation,
a minimum wage, and im-
proved education. It was this
combination in the post-war
‘boom” years, rather than the
establishment of the NHS,
which helped increase life ex-
‘pectancy and eliminate the
diseases of poverty. o
“In 1980 the Black Report
-made a series of recommen-
dations for elementary health
promotion, including free
school milk and meals. The
full package was costed then
at no more than £3 billion a
year: but the Report was ig-
nored by the Tories. Had it

existence in poor housing, on
low incomes and pitiful bene-
fits, a socialist health policy
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astrously damaging anti-
school culture among many
students, who feel that at least
at work they won’t be ‘treated
like children’.

@ The third development
is breaking down the isolation
of the school from the rest of
society. The more a school
opens itself up to society, the
-more it motivates students.

Only aradical vision of this
sort can begin to change the — -
relationship of working class
school students to their fami-
lies and communities, to
knowledge, which is the core
of the problem, and creating a
new popular culture about
education in the working
class, within which more spe-
cifically socialist demands
can take root. |

[This article is adapted from a
longer feature in Socialist
Teacher no 57, published by the
Socialist Teachers Alliance]

pand a partlcular area of pro-
vision. If selection were nec-
essary, it would be on a basis
that did not increase social in-
equalities.

Three more developments
would help radically to trans-
form education through self-
activity.

® The first is the explosive
potential of information tech-
nology for self-managed
learning, which allows the
student much greater choice
and undermines the role of the
teacher as the gate-keeper of
knowledge.

@® The second is the status
of the school student to in-
crease self-management by
school students, appropriate
to their age, covering both
their own learning and their
rights as ‘citizens’ of the
school. |

If this is not achieved, there
is a danger of reinforcing a dis-
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‘been implemented, Britain’s
hospitals and GP surgeries
would be under less pressure
- today.
A serious health policy
~would begin by injecting an
extra £1 billion to stabilise the
NHS and prevent further de-

cline, while steps were taken

to measure the real levels of
need for various forms of
health care.

This should include treat-

ing the 1 million plus people.

currently on waiting lists, and
the countless thousands wait-

ing for outpatient appoint-

- ments to put them on waiting
lists.

Sené}:l;l;, affordable, popular:

;/hy won't Labour argu

It should also include the
resourcing of community-
based care for the frail elderly
and people with mental ill-
ness. |

A crash programme to treat
all those waiting should be
prepared. Other health serv-
ices around the world function
without waiting lists: a social-
ist system should do the same
in Britain.

A proper costing of these
services and the resources
needed to provide them
should run alongside an in-
ventory of the hospitals and
other building stock currently
held by the NHS, to draw up
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an action plan for work to
bring them up to modern
standards.

All of these items can be
costed: and of course the work
of restoring the fabric and run-
ning of our NHS would create
thousands of useful jobs
across the whole country.

With plans established to
meet waiting lists, and hospi-
tals equipped to deal with
daily pressures, the way
would be opened up to give
patients for the first time a
right to treatment. -

This type of properly-re-
sourced, comprehensive
health service would rapidly

squeeze out the costly and in-
efficient private sector.

Part-time contracts for
hospital consultants should be
ended, promoting junior doc-
tors to take the place of any
who resign in protest. Medical
training should be expanded
to draw in new layers of
younger doctors to work as
GPs.

Of course money alone
won’t solve everything that’s
wrong with today’s NHS. But
without extra money no
amount of structural reform
will put things right.

A swift injection of cash -~
say £2-3 billion - would get
the system rolling and wipe
out the waiting list. A smaller
annual increase in spending

would enable a much higher
level of service to be sus-

tained.

These sums of money are
not prohibitive. They would
leave British health services
still receiving a smaller share
of national wealth than those
in many other advanced coun-
tries.

Hundreds of millions
could actually be recouped by
scrapping the bureaucratic
monstrosity of the NHS inter-
nal market.

It all makes perfect sense.
It’s affordable. It’s popular.

So why won’t Labour’s
front bench campaign for a
socialist health policy?
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ts marching for grants

'Scandal of NUS
grants retreat

By Rod Marshall

THE NATIONAL Union of
Students was brought
Into line with Blairism
by s right-wing leader-

ship last week.

Labour, which has has
the leadership of NUS for
over a decade. won the
NUS conference to a pol-
icy of supporting ‘alterna-
tive methods of tunding
access to Higher Educa-

turn to the previous right
of students to a living
grant and housing henefit.

This i1s a great leap
hackwards for the NUS.
much applauded by the
party leadership and the
Guardian.

Many Labour Student
leaders favour the intro-
ductionof a Graduate Tax.
This would further limit
the access working people
have to Higher Education
and turn students away
from ‘'non-vocational’
courses.
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tion. They reject any re-

Tory pensions rip off: a socialist
answer - et T oo e

PENSIONERS have been battling
against VAT on fuel and defence
of their travel concessions: but
the abiding problem which must
be confronted is the pitiful and
- declining level of the state pen-
sion, which has been slashed to
the bone in sixteen years of Tory

rule.

Britain spends a smaller propor-
tion of national income on pensions
than most member states of the Euro-
pean Union. Pension costs amounted
to 9.6 percent of GDP in Britain, about

- the same as Greece, but well below
France (12.7%) Belgium (12%) and
Germany (11.7%). | |

Only Portugal and Ireland (6.9%
and 7.1%) spend less on pensions
than Britain.

The actual value of the basic state
pension has been dwindling as the
Tories sought ways of cutting public
spending and forcing people of work-
ing "age to fork out large sums to
private ‘personal pension’ schemes.

In the 1970s the single person’s
pension was 20 percent of average
male industrial earnings. v the early
1990s it had dropped to just 15 per-
cent, and if present policies are un-
changed it will reduce to just 9
percent in 2020 and 6 ~rcent in
2040.

A major factor in this dacline has
been Thatcher’s decision in 1980 to
break the link between pensions and
earnings: the money saved by this is
currently running at £10 billion a year,
while ever greater numbers of pen-
sioners are falling into dire poverty

and having to apply for in-
come support.

- Yettheironyis that while
the pensions budget has
been slashed back, Britain
is among the least vulner-
able of all the European
countries to the ‘demo-
graphic time bomb’, in
which the population con-
tains a declining proportion
of people of working age
compared with numbers of
pensioners.

There is clearly pienty of
cash in the economy: it’s
just that the Tories have
given most of it to the rich,
and Labour lacks the cour-
age to grab it from them.

The Tory attack on state
pensions served a three-
fold purpose: to cut state spending, to
boost private pension firms, and to
shackle workers to.company pension
plans.

In fact, while insecurity has grown,
with no section of workers apparently
immune, there is little evidence that
the private sector can compensate for
the growing gaps in collective state
pension provision.

2t ] S —

£35 billion less, while the poorest
would have gained an extra £3000 per
‘household on present figures.

Even government figures show
that a single pensioner in the poorest
section of society is over £13 a week
worse off in 1994 prices thanin 1979.

‘The Tories keep assuring us that
the economy is on the mend: but
somehow British capitalism can
never quite afford to support the eld-
erly. |

The wholesale switch of priorities -
from private greed to social need calls
for a radical, socialist policy, steeply
progressive taxation on the wealthy
and corporate profits, and bold steps
to take control of company pension

‘funds to avoid more Maxwell-style

- plunder and prevent these funds be-
ing used in speculation against the
interests of the workers paying into
them.

Tony Blair's Labour Party is elo-

quently silent on pensions, and cer-
tainly making no effort to echo the
1992 commitment and argue for in-
terim increases of £8 per week for
single pensioners and £15 for cou-
ples as a first step in repairing the
damage that has been done.

No doubt the party that now fool-
ishly chides the Tories for its tax in-
creases is fearful that any serious
attack on the problem of poverty-line
pensions requires radical steps to re-
claim the lavish tax hand-outs to the
rich which the Tories financed by rip-
ping off the elderly.

Between 1979 and the 1990s the
richest 20 percent increased their
share of disposable income from 36
percent to 43 percent, while the share
of the poorest 20 percent declined
from 10% to just 6%.

Had the percentages stayed the
same, the richest would be sharing

of pension schemes which are no
longer seen as needed to attract staff
in today’s labour market.

In 1981 employers’ contributions
to pension schemes amounted to 3.2
percent of GDP: in ten years it fell to
just 1.2 percent.

To make matters worse, the pen-
sion funds to which workers look for
security in old age have been among
the most aggressive investors push-
ing for increased profits — where nec-
essary through rationalisation — often
triggering redundancies and clo-
sures.

As the Guardian’s Will Hutton, the
new guru of the middle classes,
points out “The British have been
stripped of their state pension for rea-
sons of bogus economy and offered
a system in its place which is hazard-
ous, little understood and requires a

- level of saving that is beyond most of
- them.”

Savings

The amount of savings required to
finance a decent retirement pension
through a ‘personal pension’ is extor-
tionate, meaning that only the best-
paid workers could even hope to
finance their own retirement.

But company schemes are also in
rapid decline, as firms drive towards
increasing casualisation of their
workforce and shrink from the costs
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CENTRE STAGE

Rosario Ibarra with the EZLN’s sub-commander Marcos

B —————————

Chiapas: Zapata

rides again

FOR OVER a year the revolt of the indigenous people of the state of
Chiapas has defied the repression of the Mexican armed forces,
deliberately reviving the revolutionary heritage of Emilio Zapata.

A renewed February offensive by 60,000 troops (half the Mexican
army) has failed to locate or destroy the rebels or their charismatic
masked leader Subcommandante Marcos, whose statements continue
to be published by the popular press. The revolt now coincides with a
rise of militancy among Mexico’s powerful working class against the
austerity programme introduced as the consequence of a $50 billion
US loan to prop up the sagging Mexican peso.lt has captured the
imagination not only of the poor and oppressed in Mexico itself, but
other parts of Latin America -- and Europe.

will be with us’

“THE DIGNITY of Mexi-
can youth, as they form tor-
rents in the streets, reminds
us of another time — 1968.
In the open space of the
grand Plaza they cry ‘Peace
yes! War no!’

“They are talking about a
popular peace. The peace
which has been proposed by
the Zapatistas — peace for the
peoples of :Chiapas.’ The
words are those of Rosario
Ibarra.

If today’s Zapatistas sym-
bolise the struggles and for-
tunes of Mexico’s ancient
indigenous peoples, Rosario

swered positively.”
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Rosario: ‘The people

has for more than a decade
symbolised the struggles of
the country’s urban poor and
dispossessed.

Founder of the Mexican
Committee of Relatives of
Prisoners, Hunted, Exiled, and
‘Missing Persons’ detained
for Political Reasons, in 1982
she was the first woman to
stand as a presidential candi-
date, at the head of the list
organised by the Fourth Inter-
nationalist Revolutionary
Workers Party (PRT).

Today, she is setting an-
other precedent. Alongside
the Zapatistas’ enigmatic Sub-
com-mandante' Marcos,

I Intf‘ rnational
. l"o Dr Emesto Zedlllo
President of the United States of Mexico

| The Mexican people
I “We the undersigned, citizens of different countries,
§ are following with great attentlon the political crisls
§ which began in Mexico in January 1994.
| We are concerned that the legitimate demands of
f the Indian peoples of the State of Chiapas, which are
§ supported by millions of Mexicans, should not be sti-
4 fled.
f Up untli now these demands have been ralsed with-
f out obtaining a positive response from the government.§
. We think that the only way of avolding war breaking §
out in Mexico would be to meet the economic, cui-
|tural, political, and soclal demands expressed by these|
E communities.
We will remain vigliant In our different countries, In
order to ensure that the demands for democracy, jus-
tice, and freedom ralsed by these communities be an-

poeal
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Rosario speaks as president
for the National Democratic
Convention (CND), the most
important alliance to have
bridged the gulf between the
struggles of the city and the
countryside for many years

Rosario explained why in
El Navegante, the CND jour-
nal:

“We are now together in
struggle against those who
want to make ‘Mexico. little
more than-a ‘factory in the
service of the Yankees’, an
impotent ‘reservation’ ... The
people will be with us.”

A deputy in the Federal As-
sembly from 1988-85,
Rosario was re-elected in Au-
gust 1994, In the traditions of
revolutionary militancy she
has used her position to fur-
ther the aims of the mass
movement.

In January of this year she
launched an International Ap-
peal (below), calling on Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo’s
government to respect and
meet the legitimate demands
of the peoples of Chiapas —
rather than turn to repression.

Three months on and the
Appeal has met with tremen-
dous support. Indeed, as the
social and democratic strug-
gles of the Mexican masses
begin to accumulate and
unify, the impact of the Ap-
peal has broadened. |

Rosario calls for vigilance
from internationalists. We
must respond.
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No peace, no democracy, and no security is on offer to working people
a world now terrorised by the forces of the capitalist market, backed up
by the threat or reality of brute force. Socialist Outlook explores five
flashpoints which underline the need for internationalism and solidarity.
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Solidarity with Bosnia

By Duncan

Chapple

THE EUROPEAN sections
of International Workers’
Aid are responding to the
new military snuatlon In

Bosnia.

For the first time in the war,
Bosnian troops have the initia-
tive. Serb troops have been

- pushed off Mount Vlasic,

which overlooks the Bosnian
town of Travnik.
The offensive reflects a new

~mood of hopefulness in the

Bosnian population around
Travnik, and a new policy from
the Bosnian government of

- greater aloofness from the UN

and foreign press.

Cease-fire

Elsewhere in Bosnia there is

- renewed despair at the break-

down in the erratic cease-fire
which had filled the winter
months.

Bosnian forces have been re-
trained and rearmed over the

winter and now on almost equal

terms with the Serb forces that
have partitioned the country.

The UN, which wants to con-

tain the war in the Balkans, aims

to force a partition settlement

which would be massively to

the advantage of Serbia in order
to stop the war.
International solidarity with

the fight of Bosnia for self-de-

termination is more pressing,
and more difficult, than ever.
Last week marked the
1,000th day of the Sarajevo air-
lift, making it by far the biggest
airlift in history. Ninety-five per
cent of humanitarian aid to the
besieged city comes by air.

But solidarity supplies of aid
for other centres of multi-eth-
nic resistance such as Tuzla
have to be transported by road.

Since November 1994 the
major supplier of medicines and
medical treatment to the three
Bosnian enclaves has been re-
fused permission to continue.
Serb forces have prevented all but
one Medecins San Frontiers con-
voy to the enclaves of Gorazde,
Srebrenica and Zepa from pass-
ing. |

International Workers® Aid,
an international labour move-
ment campaign supported by
Socialist Outlook and by sec-

tions of the Fourth Interna-
tional, is stepping up its solidar-
ity work in the Bosnian
industrial centre around Tuzla.
People in the mining town are
very aware that 1t is war-time
again.

The IWA’s ambitious ‘Ship
to Bosnia’ project is getting
substantial support. Ten tonnes
of flour and other goods were
collected in at Malmo, Sweden,
and another 20 tonnes have

- been gathered by the growing

Norwegian campaign.
Twelve tonnes of flour and

eight tonnes of clothes have

been sent to IWA’s Croatia of-

fice by Dutch campaigners. A

new car and Mercedes truck are
on the way.

A resolution of last month’s
meeting of the United Secretar-

1at of the Fourth International

has called for greater solidarity
with the fight of the Bosnian
people for the self-determina-
tion of their multi-ethnic state.

BFor ftlrther details of the

Ship to Bosnia, write to
Arbetarkonvojen,

Box 6507, S-11383
Stockholm, Sweden.
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Cuban revolution
under threa

A BRITISH tobacco

combine, BAT, is the

first foreign cigarette.

manufacturer to re-
sume business in Cuba
since the industry was
nationalised by Fidel

- Gastro.

The company will take
over the run-down Criol-
los factory in Havana,
where the most modern
equipment dates back to

~ the 1940s.

Other sectors of Cuban
industry and infrastruc-
ture are also being
opened up to investment
from multinational capital
as the embattled Cuban
economy struggles for
survival against ruthless
US economic blockade.

Although there are re-
strictions on external in-
vestment, and most joint
ventures are restricted to
a 50-50 share with the
state, the Cuban share is
represented by top armed
forces officers or top func-
tionaries, opening up the
prospect of personal en-
richment in what has
been one of the most
egalitarian societies.

One advantage in the
eyes of external investors

~is that {(as in China and Vi-

etnam) free trade unions
are still banned in Cuba,
leaving workers vuiner-
able to high levels of ex-
ploitation.

The potential difficul-
ties being stored up by
this economic policy are
worsened by the fact that
as imperialist capital in-
iects new technology and
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investment into selected
enterprises, as many as
60 percent of the state-
run factories are currently
unprotfitable, raising the
spectre of massive redun-
dancies —and much
greater external influence
in a restructured econ-
omy. -

Castro’s government
has also been forced into
other economic retreats
which are creating seri-
ous tensions in Cuba, the
most serious of which
was legalising use of the
dollar two years ago.

Now Cuban society is

divided between those in

economic sectors which
give them access to dol-

‘lars and the goods and

services they can buy - in-
cluding petrel - and

those having only the in-
creasingly worthless Cu-
ban currency.

Reforms to permit free
markets for small farmers
have effectively demal-
ished the state system of
agriculture, and are also
leading to sharp social di-
visions as farmers coin in

-handsome profits, some

of it for dollars.

It is estimated that just
15 percent of the Cuban
population stands to bene-
fit from the current eco-
nomic reforms, while the
vast majority face a wors-
ening of living standards.

Unfortunately Fidel
Castro is still standing
firm against any relaxa-
tion of the rigid prohibi-
tion on opposition
political parties, any free-
dom of the press or any
independent trade union
organisation.
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He is hoping to manoeu-
vre with sections of capital
to gain more time, though
for what is not clear.

Most socialists would
argue that Castro’s re-
pression is simply bot-
tiing up probléems and
denying the Cuban people
a voice on the crisis they
face. The real danger is

that the banner of democ-

racy can be stolen by the
US and other reactionar- -
ies seeking a restoration
of capitalism in Guba.

The fight to defend the
Cuban revolution de-
mands a renewed cam-
paign against the US
economic blockade,
which was condemned
last October by the UN |
General Assembly. 101
countries voted against,
with just the USA and Is-
rael supporting the policy
which has denied vital
supplies of medicines
and other goods to-the Cu-
ban people.

Castro’s recent visit to
France is connected with
Cuban pressure on the
European Union to take
the lead in reopening eco-
nomic links in defiance of

.the USA. The signs so far

are not promising. The
French oil giant Total re-
cently withdrew from a
major investment plan in
Cuba, buckling under US
threats. A statement of
EU policy is due soon.
Fringe meetings at
many union conferences
this year will again pro-
mote solidarity with the
Cuban revolution. De-
spite our political criti-
cisms of the Castro
regime, socialists should
support this etfort.

Growmg international

THE STRUGGLE be-

tween the Suharto re-
gime and the East

Timorese people deep-
ens by the day.

Faced with a 20-year re-
fusal to submit, the indone-

sians have stepped up the

terror. At the same time, the
clandestine resistance gets
stronger and has opened up
a second front in Jakarta -

expressed by some Indone-
sians support for the occu-

pation of the US embassy in

November 1994.

Alongside the develop-' |
ment of solidarity with East

Timor in Indonesia, and in-
ternational solidarity move-
ment has been gathering
strength. Movements in Sri
lLanka, South Korea, Den-
mark and the North of lre-
land have been created In
the last year.

In Britain the campaign
has won a recent success at
the National Union of Stu-
dents conference when Fer-
nando de Aranjo, imprisoned
leader of the Timorese stu-

dent movement,;.

movement backs East Tlmor

was

elected unanimously by the
conference to be NUS Hon- - .
ourary Vice-President fora

four yearterm.
It is-urgent that the suc-

cess must now be followed

up by a soludanty campaign

in the labour movement.

East Timorese afid the rapld

-~ development of the Indone-
- sian trade union movement
~_have gone unnoticed in the
- fabour movement. .

Labour

~ Both the resistance of the -

Perhaps the reason forh

thts is that the arms em-

bargo, which is a central de-
mand of both the CNRN and
the Indonesian democracy
movement has short-term
employment implications at
home. The Labour Party
policy is no different in sub-
stance from that of the gov-
ernment. Yet the reason-for
this is that following the Per-
gau Dam affair the Labour
Party does not want to cut
the UK economy off from

the domestic ma_rket of .

190 million that indonesia

represents. This is nothing

more than a continuation of -
old policy - capttu‘latlon to

the requirements of capital.

There is a 'space for the
.development of a sofidarity
movement with both East ti-
mor and the Indonesian

‘workers’ movement 1995

is the fiftieth anriiversary of -

Indonesian. independence,
the thirtieth anniversary of
the military coup led by
Suharto which resuited in

~ the slaughter of half a mil-

lion, and the twentieth anni-
versary on December 7 of
the Indonesian occupatlon

of East Timor.

Workers and peasants in

- East Timor will be taking full
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