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UN out! Lift the arms emhargo!
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Socialist Outlook has
always argued that
neither the U.N. nor -
N.A.T.O. was interested
in defending Bosnia.
The brutal crushing of
Srebrenica and
renewed Chetnik
attacks on the ‘safe
havens’ of Zepa, Bihac
and Sarajevo has
shown the complete
bankruptcy of the
United Nations.

When the U.N. introduced
its ‘safe haven’ policy in
Srebrenica it first disarmed
the Bosnian army. Rather then
let the Bosnian people defend
themselves the U.N. claimed it
would ‘protect’ them. The
slaughter of thousands of
people in Srebrenica is the
result.

The U.N. has encouraged
the Greater Serbian

chauvinists by agreeing to the :

division of Bosnia. Every single
plan produced by the U.N. and
E.U. envisaged the carve up of
multi-ethnic
Bosnia-Hercegovina.

‘Ethnic_cleansing’ is not just
an excess on the part of the
Bosnian Serb army. It is a
deliberate policy designed to -
create the largest possible
area over which the Serbian
bureaucrats rule. Far from the
U.N. plans producing a
solution for peace they have
given the green light to
General Mladic and Radovan
Karadzic to step up their war
against Bosnia.

The attempt by Mladic and
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Over 5,000 marched in central London in

Karadzic to create Greater
Serbia, with the support,
sometimes tacit sometimes
open, of Slobodan Milosevic,
is the total rejection of Tito's
Yugoslav ideal.

Those who defend the idea
that all peoples, whatever
their ethnic origins, can live
together in a single state are
those fighting to defend
Bosnia-Hercegovina. The
multi-ethnic defence forces of
Bosnia are the real heirs of
the Yugoslav ideal - not
Karadzc and his Chetnik
thugs.

The war in Bosnia is not a
‘civil war’ between ‘warring
factions’. It is war between
those who want to create
ethnically 'pure’ states and

those who desire a
multi-ethnic Bosnia. Tens of
thousands of Serbs and
Croats continue to fight
alongside Muslims to defend
multi-ethnic Bosnia.

The unwillingness of the
U.N. to defend the ‘safe
havens’ stands in marked
contrast to its determination
to maintain the arms
embargo. The Chetnik attacks
on the ‘safe havens’ ;
demonstrate that the arms-. -
embargo affects only one side
in the war - the side fighting to

maintain a multi-ethnic Bosnia.

It is the Bosnians' lack of
arms and the tacit support of
western imperialism that
encourages Mladic to continue
his bombardments. It is the

Bosnians’ lack of arms and
the lack of real international
solidarity that allows mass
slaughter. Far from halting the
war the arms embargo has
caused it to continue for
longer than the First World
War.

Despite the embargo the
Bosnians have been able to
improve their military
capability. This reflects the
mass and active support of
the Bosnian people for
multi-ethnic Bosnia. It was this
increased fighting capacity
that allowed them to defeat
Croat forces trying to carve out
their own state and renew the
Croat-Bosnian alliance.
Without the arms embargo
Bosnians would be able to

Capitalism against
democracy: pp 8 &9

Rally launches new Bosnia
Solidarity coalition: pp 6 & 7

solidarity with Bosnia. There have also been demonstrations in Spain and South Africa
resist effectively the Chetnik

attacks.

We believe there is a great
danger in demanding that the
U.N. intervenes. It has
demonstrated time and time
again it has no desire to
preserve multi-ethnic Bosnia.

The U.N. is only interested
in a brutal peace on Serbian
terms in order to make the
Balkans safe for western
business. They have no
concern for the oppressed and
exploited.

The only useful thing the
U.N. can now do is get out of
Bosnia, hand their weapons
over to the Bosnian army, lift
the arms embargo and let the
Bosnian people defend
themselves.
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ASLEF ‘Yes’ shocks tube bosses

By an ASLEF
Southern
Region activist

THE 75 per cent majority
in the ASLEF under-
ground ballot was obvi-
ously a shock to the LUL
and BR managers.

LUL thought it had turned
the drivers in to strikebreak-
ers with salaries well above
other manual grades and a
cosy arrangement with offi-
cials for ASLEF, which organ-

ises two-thirds of drivers.

But a 2.7 per cent pay rise
is an insult whatever it is
hased on. BR had been hop-
ing for a no vote so it could
argue its own drivers are iso-
lated. Isolated? .

An all-out underground
and BR drivers strike will

bring the county to a halton -

27 July.

BR hurriedly arranged
more talks for 24 July when
they were expected to mar-
ginally improve their ‘last
chance’ offer — a productiv-
ity ‘bonus’ of between noth- .

_ing and £200. Talks revealed

Unity on the
tubes at last

By an LUL train
operator

HOME NEWS

AT LONG last we ‘have it.
The moment London Un-

derground (LUL) workers

have been waiting for —
the RMT and ASLEF are co-
ordinating stnke action on
LUL. :

It is supposedly over pay.
This is what both unions bal-
loted on.

Additionally, englneermg
members of the RMT have
been balloted on job security in
response to the LUL ‘make or
buy’ privatisation policies.

Both ballots and have been
given decisive three-to-one
votes for action.

All grades of staff are under
enormous pressure from the
increased workloads and the
new regime of bullying.
Stress-related illness has
rocketed since the introduc-
tion of the Company Plan pack-
age of new management
techniques.

There are whole teams of
mangers whose sole purpose
is to get more work out of us.
A vital part of our pay claim is
therefore a reduction in work-
ing hours.

The union bureaucrats
hope that the issue will go
away, pretending the disputeis
merely over percentage points.

It would be cheaper for the
government to settle immedi-
ately then let it go on.

But they know that what is

really at stake is the moraleand

organisation of railway work-

ers and, beyond that, other
public sector workers and the
whole trade union movement.
The Tories don’t mind
spending a few bob of the tax-
payers’ money to.push a
deeper wedge between unions
and the Labour Party. ’
The RMT London Transport
District Council and LUL Ex-

.ecutive Member Pat Sikorski

have played an important role
in the run up to the dispute. We
have managed to maintain our
organisation, in contrast to

“large areas of BR..

Leaflets

The steady flow of militant
jeaftets from the District Coun-

. ¢il, in contrast to the head of-

fices of both unions, has kept
up pressure on the ASLEF
leadership, who have a sad
history of making deais for
train operators at the expense
of other LUL staff.

No doubt some of the
bosses would like to make a
deal with ASLEF on LUL to di-
vide the struggle. There will be
systematic strike breaking
from management. Members
of the other rail union, TSSA,
(Too Scared to Say Anything)
will come to work as usual.

Support from other work-
ers is important. London read-
ers can raise morale simply by
wishing good luck to the ticket
collector.

Railway workers want a
safe public service which
serves the needs of users.

Management want a series
of railway businesses whose

safety requirements are deter-

mined by profit maximisation.

Leading role: Exeutlve ember P Sikors

that the vast majority of driv-

ers would get... nothing.
ASLEF’s joint LUL-BR

mass meeting on 25 July dis-

.cussed progress. Socialist

Outlook supporters joined
others on the left stressing

 that workers must not accept

bonuses that do not affect
the rate of pay.

Despite all the talk in the
press of drivers earning
£30,000 a year, the basic is
£11,227.

. By working every rest day

~and every other Sunday, and

including shift allowances
and high milage payments,

this can be increased to
£20,000 or even £23,000 at
some depots. Olhers are
stuck at £13,000:a year. But
at the end of the day, it is the
£11,227 that pensions, holi-
day and sick pay are based
on.

ftwould have been ‘good
to be on strike with the RMT
fighting for a decent pay in-
crease for all grades.

. Many:are paid as little as
£120 a week, but the level of
anger is-high amongst driv-
ers, who are the first to be
blamed in case of an acci-
dent and subject to more and

more monitoring and harass-
ment from petty-minded
management more con-
cerned about thejt'corporate
image than public safety or .
efficient services. ’

Negotiations for a decent
basic salary have been going
on and off for several years.
The only figure to result was
£13,500 plus £1,000 for 100
per cent attendance. For
this, BR wanted massive pro-
ductivity gains, which would
eliminate all overtime and
other allowances.

There is a tendency in
ASLEF to go down that road,

where the only argument is
abuut figures.

- Furthermore;-General
Secretarv Lew Adams sug-
gests that drivers should be-

‘come a professional grade,

with ASLEF as a professional
body, arranging transfers
from one company to an-
other - more in the manner
of the BMA or the Law Soci-
ety than a union.

These mistaken ideas
must be fought against, but
the priority today is to win
the strike: it alone can stop
privatisation.

One u|

onallst blgots

By David Coen

FOR ALL the sighs of re-
lief in the British press that
the loyalist marches on July
12th had passed off without
seriously damaging the
““peace process’’, one stark
fact remains: the loyalist
bigots ‘once again banged
their drums through nation-
alist areas.

Whipped up by Ian Pais-
ley, they roared their tradi-
tional demand that the
croppies lie down.

While there was undoubt-
edly a certain amount of pos-
turing in the antics of David
Trimble MP, who is angling
to take over the leadership of
the Official Unionist Party
from the ageing James Moly-
neaux, there can hardly be
much doubt as to the real bal-
ance of forces in the Six
Counties.

Under pressure from the
nationalist areas the Sinn Fein
leadership persuaded Dublin
to put out a call to the British

to start talks immediately.

Smarting from the -open
contempt shown to them by
the British over, among other
things, the Lee Clegg affair,
they also began to crank up
the threat of ‘“‘angry voices
and marching feet”’ only.to be
neatly ‘snookered by
Taoiseach John Bruton’s
statement that more marches
would only make things
worse.

Prisoners

Having thrown in their lot
with Dublin, they now find
themselves prisoners of the
very strategy they themselves
initiated.

John Major may have de-
feated the Tory right in the
short term but he is still not in
a position, even if he wanted
to, to confront the unionist fel-
low travellers who supported
the “flowerpot man” Red-
wood.

Major occasionally throws
scraps to the nationalists like
the transfer of some prisoners
to Ireland but is generally
content to sit and wait for de-

velopments inside the Repub-
lican movement, hoping for a
split.

It is clear that a Blair Gov-
ernment emerging from an
election in which the Tories
“rally to the flag”” would not
change the policy; indeed Ma-
jorie Mowlem has gone out of
her way to reassure the Un-
ionists that thé union is safe in
Labour hands.

So even if Sinn Fein ig-

nored-Dublin and restarted a

campaign of street protests to
demand the British begin
talks, the agenda is a Unionist
one.

The irony is that the armed
struggle originally resulted
from the realisation that the
Northern State could not be
reformed: yet the very people
who drew that conclusion in
the first place are now de-
manding to be let into discus-
sions about how it can be
reformed.

History repeats itself ...

Likewise, the make-be-
lieve socialists who think that
“proper”’ class politics is a
real possibility now that the

IRA have declared a cease-
fire, or who suddenly “find
staunch socialist hearts beat-
ing behind the red hand sym-
bols of the loyalist
paramilitaries, have about the
*same grasp of reality as all the
conciliators, intermediaries,
mediators and reconciliation
centres which were the great
hope of English liberals in the
confrontations around July

" 12th.

Sectarian

The Six County state was
designed to be sectarian, and
it has functioned like that for
more than 70 years. It cannot
be reformed. It is propped up
by the British.

It cannot be dismantled un-
til the British withdraw. At-
tempts at reform are not a
“peace process” unless you
define peace as the (tempo-
rary) absence of war.

" Republicans and socialists
should adopt a strategy of an-
gry voices and marching feet
...to demand that Britain gets
out of Ireland now.
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What we think

'His Masters’ Voice

THE PROBLEM with
Tony Blair’s trip to talk to
the assembled bosses of
Rupert Murdoch’s empire
in Australia was not that he
went, but what he said
when he got there.

. Of course we can draw in-
teresting inferences from

~ Murdoch’s decision to invite
_the Labour leader and not a

top Tory to address his gath-
ering of string-pullers- and
propagandists, = .

The man whose top-selling
British tabloid staunchly

" backed Margaret Thatcher,

acting to popularise her ruth-
less free-market ideology,
and claimed credit for John
Major’s election win in 1992,
is plainly reviewing his politi-
cal options. Of course the mo-
tivation remains the same;
protection of Murdoch’s in-
terests.

Murdoch’s papers —as cus-
todians of the Tory vote —led
the charge to oust Major as
Tory leader, and stridently de-
nounced his reelection.

If he now decides to pull
the plug on the floundering
Tories, it would not be the first
time that sections of the capi-
talist class have opted to back
a right wing Labour govern-
ment as their best tactical
means of securing their long-
term objectives.

So what did Blair have to
say to this bunch of union-
busters, strike-breakers, rac-
ists, sexists and profiteers?
Did he offer any of the home
truths which a socialist would
have delivered?

Of course not. His grovel-
ling speech, larded with com-
pliments to Thatcher’s
‘radicalism’ and eulogies to
Victorian-style family values,
pulled back from any of the

Pillars of the Bf 'sh establishment are facing up bra el and with good humour to the prospect of Tany Blair’s radical reforms.

most obvious points of con-
troversy.

Oid boy network

He was careful to pick only
the softest and -most hack-
neyed targets for his denun-
ciation of the limits of
Thatcherite radicalism - the
House of Lords, the ‘old
boys’ network in the City, the
public school domination of
Oxford and Cambridge. This
safe show of tokenism will
probably have amused Mur-
doch’s gathering, since few
will expect a Blair govern-
ment to be brave enough to
disrupt any of these hallowed
pillars of the establishment.

They know that Blair’s
right wing brand of ‘radical-
ism’ is more likely to be di-

rected against the welfare
state and the public sector un-
ions than against these tradi-
tional reflections of bourgeois
power. ... .

They will not have. been
surprised to find that Blair’s
speech tactfully steered well
clear of any reference to the

need to curb- the rampant -

power of monopoly capital-
ism — not least the media mo-
nopolies, such as his News
Corp hosts in Hayman Island.

Europe

Only on the issue of
Europe, where Blair has al-
ready won support from sec-
tions of the capitalist
establishment because of his
commitment to the concept of
greater integration, did Blair

Ernest Mandel

THE DEATH of our com-
rade Ernest Mandel will
come as a biow to many
readers and supporters

of Socialist Outlook.

For fifty years Mandel
stood as the foremost intel-
lectual of the Fourth Interna-
tional, a prolific writer,
theorist and a captivating
speaker drawing large audi-
ences of students, workers
and youth,

His enthusiasm for the
struggles of the oppressed
stood as the polar opposite
of the self-righteous sectari-
anism and empty propagan-
dism which has so
disfigured many sections of
the far left.

His commitment to de-
mocracy, pluralism and col-
lective working within the
International, defending the

———

rights of minority tenden-
cies and factions, repre-
sented a significant gain for
the revolutionary move-
ment.

And no matter what the
difficulties, he never relin-
quished his ambition to

make the Fourth Interna-
tional a genuine force in the
struggles of the masses.

News of his death, at the
age of 72, came as this is-
sue of Socialist Outiook was
being finalised for publica-
tion before our summer
break in publication.

Initial tributes to Ernest
are published on page 11;
more articles will appear in
our next issue. In the mean-
time a memorial meeting is
being organised in London
in mid September.

Ernest was a partisan of
internationalism, but aiso of
the need for marxist theory
and organisation. As a mark
of respect, Socialist Outlook
is proua to dedicate our
Summer School, to be held
in Aberystwyth on August
23-28, to the memory of
Ernest Mandel.

dare to differ with Murdoch’s
largely Euro-sceptic evil em-
pire.

But there would have been
a few repressed chuckles at
the extent to which Blair has
run up the white flag to the
values of market capitalism,
especially when he told the
meeting of top-bosses-that he
expected to embrace even
more right wing ideas:

*“The battle between mar-
ket and public sector is over.
There will be boundary dis-
putes, but not a war. This
should start to reflect itself in
a more open style of govern-
ment, with a more healthy
market in ideas across
Left/Right divides: there will
be some policy convergence
and we should be relaxed, not
tribal about this.”

Defensively, Blair goes on
to insist, unconvineingly, that
it is false to “‘claim that new
Left is just a fancy way of
saying Tory”’. . :

His waffle. about ‘sharing
responsibility with people’
would also have raised a few
titters and grins from the as-
sembled hacks.

They will know that his
policies for the NHS and other
public services have shied
away from any commitment
to break up and democratise
the Tory networks of quan-
gos, and Labour has promised
no serious restoration of pow-
ers to local government.

Within his own party, Blair
notoriously acts as a one-man
band, installing his own cho-
sen nominees as party whips,
listening only to his hand-
picked inner sanctum of right
wing advisors, and setting out
policies designed to drive a
wedge between himself and
Labour’s traditional support-
ers in the unions and working
class.

He boasts that by the next
election more than half the
membership of ‘New Labour’
will have joined since he took
over, rigorously distinguish-

- ing between his Party and the

‘old Left’. ‘
Murdoch’s men will also
have spotted and-welcomed
‘the complete absence of any
positive reference to social-
ism, which has been sup-
planted by the right wing fad
of ‘communitarian philoso-
phy’, which runs alongside
- "
Biair, in tailoring
his policies to this
audience, has
already developed
the most right wing
Labour programme
since Ramsay
MacDonald

Blair’s reactionary focus on
the family unit ~itself the bed-
rock institutionalisation of
sexual oppression.

It is no coincidence that
while rejecting other left ideas
Blair now looks nostalgically
(and selectively) back to the
period before the emergence
of the women’s liberation
movement, and before the big
battles for gay and lesbian lib-
eration:

“Look back to the first
heyday of the Left in the Thir-
ties and Forties and you will
find heavy emphasis on re-
sponsibility, self improve-
ment and the family.”

Blair has not noticed that
the same ideas were also em-
braced - to devastating effect
- by fascism and conserva-
tism. And few socialists
would today look back on
those grim years of Hitler,

Mussolini, Franco, depres-
sion and world war as ‘the
heyday of the Left’.

In asense of course, Blair’s
speech changes nothing. It is

.more of the same. A year after

his election as leader he is
simply continuing to acceler-
ate along a rightward path we
have charted in many editorial
articles.

What is new, however is a
real possibility in the after-
math of the Tory Party’s lead-
ership convulsions that

:Murdoch and other sections

of capital may seriously con-
sider a switch of political alle-
giance.

While they may decide
against openly promoting
Blair, a withdrawal of their
powerful and unequivocal
backing for the Tories could
deal a further decisive blow to
Major’s hopes of reelection,
and trigger the real showdown
in the Tory Party which the
media moguls clearly yearned
for in June and July.

Blair, in tailoring his poli-
cies to this audience, has al-
ready developed the most
right wing Labour pro-
gramme since Ramsay Mac-
Donald, making # clear that a
Blair government could solve
absolutely none of the prob-
lems currently faced by the
working class.

Perhaps the most alarming
factor is the feeble level of
opposition from the left in the
Labour Party and in many
trade unions.

Resolutions to this year’s-

Labour conference in
Brighton show growing alarm
at Blair’s threat to reform the
welfare state: a quarter deal
either with the welfare state in
general or the new Blair pol-
icy on education.

A fightback is long over-
due.

. 1vidolid3
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NHS staff will march in support of their pay demands on July 29, a date clearly chosen to be at
the peak period of the holiday season. A big tqrn-aut is vital for the chances of fighting on.
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HOME NEWS

Sheffield library
staff battle on

By Simon
Kennedy

UNISON is giving
£25,000 to support strik-
ing Sheffield library work-
ers.

300 staff have been on
strike after the council threat-
ened to cut weekend pay-
ments - undermining
nationally agreed conditions
and hitting low-paid staff.

Striking steward Nick
James said:

“They have offered us no
guarantees that they won'’t
attack our national pay and
conditions. The strike re-
mains solid and quite frankly
’'m amazed at how high eve-
ryone involved has kept their

spirits high”.

UNISON is now stepping
up the action with a ballot of
leisure centre workers.

Nick James said “The lei-
sure and sports centres are
the jewel in Sheffield’s
crown.

“We are confident of a
vote in favour of action and

- look forward to piling on the

pressure on the council: Itis
time they backed down”.

Sheffield has voted re-
cently to close six libraries in
the city and management re-
fuses to budge on the issue
of weekend work pay.

The money from the na-
tional union will help “to re-
solve some of the hardship
and avoid management’s in-
tent to starve them back to
work”,

[NHS jobs

face
Trust axe

Management at City
Hospital trust in Bir-
mingham haved
dropped a cuts bomb-
shell.

The release of a “discus-
sion” document listing the
axing of 150 posts and the
tendering of a massive
range of services indicates

that they want to make mas- §

sive cuts.

UNISON branch secre-
tary Chris Rickards said
“the staff will feel devas-
tated at these proposals.

*“The cuts will mean a
reduction in wages and
livelihoods for hundreds of
members. There is no way
UNISON will accept these
cuts and we will be fighting
the loss of jobs or any cuts
in wages of our members.”

Car strikers
make Rover

chiefs sweat

By Jack Johnson

THIRTY-SEVEN sacked
strikers at Mainland Car
Deliveries in Didcot, Ox-
fordshire, are still in
dispute after ten weeks.
They lobbied the T&GWU
Biennial Conference be-
cause of what they felt was
lack of support by the un-
ion. Despite the strike be-
ing official, they still have
only had two visits by offi-
cials to the picket-line.

AT the conference they
received a great deal of sup-
port from the lay delegates,
and they collected £00.

But the emergency mo-
tion in their support from
the Oxford District Commit-
tee was not heard, and will
now go to the next generai
Executive. During the con-
ference they talked with Biil

Morris and other union lead-

ers.
Phssed by Rover in
backroom talks the com-
pany has mooted the possi-
bility of returning to work

with payment until Septem-
ber, so as to clear the
stocks of Rover cars that
are presently blocked in by
the picket line.

Rover have hecome des-
perate for these cars be-
cause of the arrival of the
August registration date.
The strikers still need sup-
port.

M Money, letters, and
copies of resolutions should
be sent to the strike fund c/o
B. Hill, 38 Tyreli’s Way, Sut-
ton Courtney, Abingdon,
0X14 4DF.

Left policies nodded through, but
standing ovation for Blair

No contest at
TGWU conference

By Peter Purton

SUPPORT for a national
minimum wage based on
one half median male earn-
ings, the repeal of all Tory
anti-union laws, and acom-
mitment to full employ-
ment and public ownership
were hardly a resounding
support for the Blairite pro-

gramme.

The TGWU’s biennial dele-
gate conference of July con-
firmed the crushing victory of
Bill Morris over Blairite pre-
tender Jack Dromey.

Despite the media coverage
of Blair’s anti-union message
there was hardly a voice in
dissent from the positions of
the union.

One of the few areas to gen-
erate any passion was equal
opportunities. The leadership
conceded that it had failed to
address properly the appall-
ingly low participation of
women, black and disabled
members in the union.

A motion on lesbian and
gay equality was carried de-
spite vociferous opposition
from homophobic elements in
the conference.

The TGWU remains firmly

under the control of an unac-
countable and secretive broad
left. Calls for specific actions,
and anything that threatened
to be controversial, were care-
fully filleted out at the compo-
siting stage.

The union seems to have
pulled through a period of se-
rious financial difficulties. It
remains a crucial bulwark
against the right in the labour
movement.

But the stranglehold of a
bureaucratic broad left contin-
ues to restrict the potential for
a powerful challenge to the
Tories now, and to any future
attacks on its members.

Welsh Labour
Action launched

By Dafydd Rhys

THE Labour party’s pro-
posals for a Welsh Assem-
bly are outline in a
document entitled ‘Shaping
the Vision’. Its publication,
following this year's Wales
Labour Party conference
was greeted with-wide-
spread dismay across
Wales. R

The proposed assem-
bly will have powers to ~
shape very. little and the
document distinctly lacks
vision.

The powers. proposed
for the Welsh Assembly
fall short of those offered
by the Labour Party in
Scotland. It will ‘have no
law-making. powers, be-
ing able mearly to recom-
mend legislation and fill
in some details in legisla-
tion passed at Westmin-
ster. Unlike a local
council, the assembly
may not raise its own fi-
nance.

The assembly will be
elected by a ‘First Past the
Post System, rather than
the more democratic ‘Ad-
ditional Member System’
proposed for Scotland.

Fairer

Under AMS a majority of
representative are elected
from constituencies, while a
small pool of further seats
more distributed to more fairly
represent the actual votes cast.

Proposals to ensure am
equal representation for
women were also dropped
from the final document.

These proposals fall far
short of the kind Assembly we
should fight for. We need an

assembly which decides its
own powers and is not subject
to any veto from Westminster.

It should be free to decide

“its refation: with the ‘British

parliament and European in-
stitutions, including those out-
lined in the Maastricht Treaty.

A Cardiff meeting of trades
unionists and Labour Party ac-
tivists responded to the pro-
posals by launching ‘Welsh
Labour Action - campaigning

for a real Assembly.’

It demands an assembly
elected by AMS which can
make laws, raise finances, and
in which equal representation
of women and men is assured.

Additionally, it campaigns
for the implementation of the
Wales Labour Party confer-
ence decision to organise a
march and rally for a Welsh
Assembly.

The campaign will be
launched at a press conference
in the next few weeks and will
hold its first public meeting on
9 August at the Welsh Na-
tional Eisteddfod.

The launch of Welsh La-
bour Action is without doubt
a most significant develop-
ment in the Welsh Labour
Party. Support for an assem-

" bly is widespread in the Welsh

labour movement and extends
far beyond the left.

WLA will directly chal-
lenge those, such as Llew
Smith MP who reject and as-
sembly, and directly chal-
lenge the Blair leadership in

the run-up to the upcoming

General Election.

The fight over the as-
sembly’s nature and pow-
ers will be conducted in
the Welsh Labour Party
and its affiliated unions.
The other opposition par-
ties are completely mar-
ginal to this process.

At the same time, it is
an opportunity to chal-
lenge the complacency of
Labour leaders in Wales
and the dead hand of the
Labour’s stifling bu-
reaucracy.

Mistake

It would be a mistake
to think that this is simply
an issue for Labour activ-
ists in Wales.

It is an issue that must
be confronted by the Labour
left across the British state.
The formation of Welsh La-
bour Action presents a great
opportunity for this discus-
sion to begin.

Speakers are available. Af-
filiation from Labour and un-
ion bodies and members are
required.

Send cheques payable to
‘Welsh Labour Action’(£10
for organisations £5 for indi-
viduals) to WLA, 23 St Mar-
tin’s Road, Caerffili,
Mid-Glamorgan, CF8 1EF.
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I—Two-tier
schooling
for
14-plus

WITHIN DAYS of taking
over a combined Educa-
tion and Employment de-
partment, Gillian
Shephard unveiled a re-
actionary voucher
scheme for nurseries
and new plans to push
‘non-academic’ 14-year
olds into (unpaid) work
experience.

0f course work experiance
'schemes are already operat-

Ing across the country. But
Shephard’s latest plan has a
lot: more to do with segregat-
ing different abilities within
the supposedly comprehen-
sive system than any serious
attempt to teach new or ap-
propriate skills:

The Tory.scheme would
consolidate a two-tier educa-
tion system replicating the
old split between grammar.
and ‘secondary modern’
_schools. Layers of students
branded less ‘able’ or aca-

| demic would be consigned to

the tender mercies of local
employers, while the more

_ohviously mdmleﬂly—in-

clined (mainly middie class)
would continue with GCSE

| and A-Level courses.

Of course behind these
changes inm tidden
agenda. With s
facing another year of cuts
next year, and class sizes in-
creasing, siphoning off tens
of thousands of unwanted pu-
pils Into activity outside the
:lmmm mld make the

AS TEACHERS packed
their bags for the long
summer vacation, thou-
sands of them knew that
they would have no Job
to return to in Septem-
her. -
As FACE and other cam-
paignm have wamed, Tory
cuts of £1 billion in educa-
tion spending have takena
he;w toli of teaching jobs.

Governors Council has con-
firmed that at least 4,500
teaching jobs have gone,
-many of them through early
mﬂmm or the ending of

 Average spending per pu-

cent, triggering a predicted
20 percent increase in num-
ggn of classes of more than
School spending on Imoks
and equipment has fallen by
10.5% with building and
maintenance cut by 12%.

tighter next year.

| budgets |

pil has been cut by 2.2 per-

the squesze willbe even

FACE gears up for
30 September demo

By Roy Leach
(NUT National
Executive,
personal capacity)

WHILE government min-
isters sat down to horse-
trade over how much to cut
from public expenditure in
order for Chancellor
Clarke to engine€er the
hoped-for election-win-
ning tax cuts. FACE (Fight
Against Cuts in Education)
met in Coventry to plan the
campaign to achieve pre-
cisely the opposite.

Campaigners are demand-
ing at least a billion pounds
extra for education, to reverse
this year’s brutat cuts., and no
more cuts next year.

Central to the campaign is
another national march and
rally, to be held in London on
Saturday 30 September, plans
for which are well underway.

Whilst the core support
will come from local FACE
groups which are springing
up all over the country —
Reading, Bristol, Cambridge
and Brighton are among the
most recent launches —
FACE nationally is making
strenuous efforts to secure the
support of other organisa-

tions, in particular trade un-
ions organising education
workers.

Mobilising for the 25
march demonstration was
hindered by the opposition of
NUT General Secretary Doug
McAvoy who enlisted the
TUC’s John Monks to warmn
off other unions.

However, recognising the
significance of FACE, the
second largest teachers’ un-
ion NASUWT has already in-
dicated its support for the
September demonstration
and Iooks likely to distribute
FACE material to . its
branches.

Blunkett

At a recent conference or-
ganised by Sheffield City
Council even David Blunkett

.admitted he wasn’t opposed

to FACE, although he was
less happy with its demand
for more money for educa-
tion, rather than just an end to
cuts.

Against thls background,
McAvoy will find it increas-
ingly difficult to maintain his
opposition to FACE.

Whilst the last meeting of
the NUT Executive amended
a resolution callmg for sup-
port for the demonstration to
one noting it, the door was left
slightly ajar.

There was acall forameet-
ing under the auspices of the
NUT and a request for more
information about the organi-
sation of FACE and the de-
gree of support from NUT
branches that it enjoys.

FACE will continue to
seek the support of the largest
teachers’ union and has even
offered McAvoy a slot on the
30 September platform.

With even more members
working in education than
any other union, UNISON is
a potentially key supporter of
FACE, and a number of Ex-
ecutive members have ex-
pressed sympathy. .

It will be asked to aid a
fringe meeting at TUC Cou-
gress, where FACE can estab-
lish itself as a central element
in the campaign to defend
public services. R

einforcing its non-party
political character, FACE has
also agreed to organise fringe
meetings at each of the party
conference.

In a further positive devel-
opments, student activists
look set to launch a student
FACE.

If thousands of FE and HE
students can be mobilised for
30 September this will both
help to'swell the demonstra-
tion and link up two main ar-
eas of education funding

Tbousands turned out in March: we need more on Septmher 30!

‘campéi gns.

Likewise involvement of
the nursery education cam-
paign, which was given a re-
cent boost by the crass
voucher scheme announced
by Education and Employ-
ment supremo Gillian Shep-
pard — apparently against
her own wishes — offers to
bring many more onto the
streets of central London.

s essentxal that local

"FACE “groups and’ anti-cuts

campaigns use the lull of the
school holidays to make sure

that their plans for 30 Septem-
ber are fully in place: coaches
booked; mobilising meetings
in early September planned;
leaflets and posters printed;
street stalls planned and so on.
The demonstration must
be huge if it is to force the
government’s hand. Itis up to
all of us to make sure it is.
B Posters and leaflets are
available from FACE:
(01203) 311013. The next

" FACE paper will be available’

at the end of August. Place
your order now!

Bid to bribe the wealthy with cash snatched from state nurseries

Tory vouchers threaten
nursery chaos

By our
correspondent

In 1997, just before the
next general elections, Ma-
jor’s goverment are going
to introduce one of its big-
gest ever con-tricks.

The parents of every four
year old child parents will get
a voucher for a lump sum of
£1,100 so they will be able to
‘shop around’ for their child’s
nursery education.

There is no guarantee that
they will be able to find what
they want: provision is left up
to the ‘market’, while council
spending on state nurseries is
heavily restricted.

" In a deliberate ploy to fa-
vour the middle classes, the
Tories, arch-opponents of
universal benefits, are insist-
ing that the hand-out will not
be means-tested, but handed
to rich and poor alike.

Ministers claim&that par-

ents will be able to ‘choose’
1 v)

ery, a full time place in a re-
ception class, a place in a pri-
vate nursery (for which they
would have to pay most of its
costs), and a place in a play-
group.

Playgroups which provide
a half day placement have
been encouraged in the past
by this goverment as repre-
senting good ‘value for
money’.

Their staff receive only'

short and inexpensive train-

ing (compared with teachers,.

NNEB or BTEC), and many
rely on parents’ involvement,
while suffering fromuneven,
uncontrolled resources. The
playroup movement recently
threatened to boycott the
scheme when they found they
will get only £550 for each
part time place.

Condemned

The vouchers initiative is
condemned by all teachers,
educationists, and nursery
workers. Private nursery
chains have warned that it

them out of business. Local
authorities have dismissed it
as unworkable. .

‘Even Geoffrey Wright, the
Tory education chairman in
Solihull said ‘Wewould be no
better off, and could be worse
off’.

Up to now the only author-
ity that may volunteer to run
a pilot scheme is Tory
Wandsworth, an authority
which already has excellent
nursery provisions for four
year-olds. Councils fear the
scheme, for which they foot
most of the bill, will cut their
grants for providing nursery
education.

The essence of the sceme
is transferring money from
public to private hands. The
main beneficiaries will be
parents who already send
their children to private nurs-
eries, whether by choice or
because only private provi-
sion is available locally.

They will receive a gener-
ous hand-out towards these
costs: those dependent on

to the level of private nursery
school fees are likely to lose
out. The money will be de-
ducted from local authority
spending on nurseries for
those dependent on state pro-
vision.

The other big winner from
the scheme is the administra-
tion and inspection apparatus,
whose role it would be to dis-
tribute, cash and evaluate the
‘service’.

The cost of this apparatus
cost is estimated at £20 mil-
lion, money which should be
used to extend free nursery
education.

Socialists should be cam-

paigning for, free high qual-

education for three and four

year- olds.

We should also demand
provisions for extended day
care which would truly an-
swer the needs of working
parents .

This should be part of our
fight for high quality state
education for all. All this re-

quirse more funds for train- -

ing, resourcing and
establishing new provision.
We should be demanding
and supporting our councils
to resist this scheme, which
is set to butter up the wealthy
middle classes by smashing
up what little nursery provi-
sion working class people

INOILVYONA3

place in a state school’s nurs-

could actually force some of

afford to ‘top up’ the voucher

. ssiom-and-whablo-to-

ity, full time nursery

currently enjoy.
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BOSNIA

RN

Left on the wrong side: Tany Benn

Letter to the Socialist
Campaign Group of MPs

‘Neutrality’
stands for a
Serbian victory

Dear Alan Simpson,

| feel compelled to write
to you because of the
new tragedies currently
unfolding in Bosnia. You
will have followed the
news the same as | have.

Genocide is again happen-
ing in the middle of Europe.
Srebrenica has been overrun
and ethnically cleansed.
Zepa and Gorazde are next.
From ethnic cleansing we
have ethnic mass killing and
the return of mass rape as a
method of war.

1 am writing to the Social-
ist Campaign Group MPs be-
cause | am scandalised by
the attitude of most of the left
in Britain today to these
events including, with honour-
able exceptions, the MPs in
the Socialist Campaign
Group. -

Surely it is possible to dis-
tinguish between the Serbian
project of an ethnically pure
Greater Serbia and the vic-

. tims of that project?

1t must be possibie to see
the real role of the UN and
“the injustice of denying the
right of the Bosnians to self
defence. Surely if these Is-
sues have not been clear in
the past they are clear now!

Lastyear | attended a .
meeting of Socialist Cam-
paign Group MPs with Mick
Woods who had just come
back from driving an Interna-
tional Workers.Aid convoy
through to Tuzla.

We argued that the basis
of the war was Serbian expan-
sionism (the project for a

. greater, i.e. bigger, Serbia)

and that it was the duty of so-
cialists to support the Bos-
nian people, who are the
principal victims of the con-
flict, and the multi-ethnic
state which they defend.

Most of the Socialist Cam-
paign Group MPs who spoke re-
jected that view arguing that
both sides were responsible for
a war which had been pro-
voked by the decision of Ger-

-many to recognise Croatia.

* We argued that the con-
fliet, and the Serbian project,
started much earlier than this

and goes back as far as the
suppression of Kosovo by the
Serbians inthe early 1980s.
Greater Serbian nationalism
became a dominant current
within the Serbian leader-
ship’s politics by 1985 at the
latest.

~ The Serbian nationalists,
headed by Milosevic, set out
to destroy Tito’s multi-ethnic
Yugoslavia years before the
unification of Germany, let
alone German recognition of
Croatia.

The reaction of Serbs in

the Krajina and other areas of
Croatia and Bosnia to the ree-

-ognition of Croatia was nof

the spontaneous outburst pre-
sented, but a prepared cam-
paign of Serbian propaganda
utilised as a part of the
greater Serbian project.
Serbian forces not only
took 70% of Bosnia but they

- ethnically cleansed the occu-

pied lands in a way which

_would have made Nazi Ger-

AN

many proud.

All this shows clearly
where the left should stand
on this war. Even the empiri-
cal facts of what is happening
day by day should show why
we should defend Bosnia and
reject “neutrality”.

Such neutrality is not neu-
tral - it is a refusal to aid the
oppressed against the oppres-
sor. Rather than stand for in-
ternationalism, “neutrality”

. stands for Serbian victory just

as it stood for Franco’s vic-
tory in Spain.

Why was Spain so differ-
ent? How come the left could
get it right on the Gulf war but
cannot support Bosnia in this
one?

1 am writing to urge you to
think again on this issue, re-
ject a stance of neutrality,
and help Bosnia survive. The
Bosnian government is now
calling for the lifting of the
arms embargo so do the Bos-
nian trade unions.

They are entitled to the
support of the left in Britain in
this objective. | urge you to
joip the campaign to support
Bosnia. s

In solidarity

Alan Thornett

July 19, 1995

The grisly logic

behind Serbian

ethnic cleansin

GEOFF RYAN
reviews Norman
Cigar: Genocide in
Bosnia: The Policy
of “Ethnic
Cleansing™ Texas
A&M University
Press. £27.95.

GENOCIDE in Bosnia isthe
best exposition so far of the
fundamentally reactionary,
racist ideology of the advo-
cates of Greater Serbia.
Whilst Cigar is aware that
Croats have suffered at the
hands of Serbian nationalists
(and have also been responsi-
ble for attacks on Muslims and
Serbs) he focuses primarily on
Serb attacks on the Muslim
population of Bosnia.
According to Cigar ‘the
genocide - or ethnic cleansing
as it has been commonly
known - that befell the Mus-
lims of Bosnia-Hérzegovina
was not simply the uninten-
tional and - unfortunate by-
productof combator civil war.
Rather, it was a rational
policy, the direct and planned

consequence Of conscmus i

policy decisions taken by the
Serbian establishment in Ser-
bia and Bosnia-Herzegovina’.
" This assertion is meticu-
lously argued and demonstrated
throughout the book, with vast
numbers of references to press
sources throughout former Yu-
goslav1a

Nationalism

Cigar shows how Greater

Serbian nationalism became -
the dominant ideology of the

political and intellectual elites
in Serbia during the 1980s.

The Serbian Orthodox -

Church, Milan ‘Panic, Vuk
Draskovic and others por-
trayed as liberals in the west

do not escape responsibility. -

They were frequently: the
most vociferous Serb chau-
vinists. However, it was the

wholesale adoption of Serbian -

nationalism by Slobodan
Milosevic that paved the way

to war in Croatia and Bosnia. ~

Such an argument is clearly
arejection of the conventional
‘explanation’ that the different
peoples of the Balkans have
always hated each other and
that ‘ethnic cleansing’ is
somehow inevitable. It also
places him firmly on the side
of multi-ethnic Bosnia-Herce-
govina.

Cigar demonstrates that

‘ethnic cleansing’ is not
purely an act by individuals
but a necessary part of the
whole Greater Serbia project.

On an ideological level

Bosnia’s Muslims were de-

Ethmc cleanser-m-chlel Radovan Karadzic

monised by the Serbian chau-
vinists, thus fuelling hatred.
But more importantly, there is
a material basis for ‘ethnic
cleansing’.

The more territory the Ser-
bian chauvinists capture, the
smaller becomes the percent-
age of Serb inhabitants. Be-
cause of the higher birth rate

~.amongst non-Serb popula-
tions Serbs would soon be-

come a minority.

In order to prevent this it is
necessary to drive out people
of different ethnic back-
grounds: ‘

. Greater Serbian national-
ism is, of course, by no means.
coherent. The Bosnian Mus-

lims are presented both as
Serbs who converted to Islam
and as Turks who settled in
Bosnia. Such contradictory
positions may well be irra-
tional, but if anything the

sheer irrationality strengthens .
the hold of such a reactlonary :

1deology
US military

Norman Cigar is by no
means a revolutionary Marx-
ist. Indeed, he is an intellectual
working for the United States’
military. It is no doubt this
background that leads him to
direct his fire against the fail-

‘ure of the United Nations to

prevent s]aughter in Bosma
Unlike his political masters

Cigar clearly does believe in

much of the rhetoric of the

‘New World Order. He cannot

understand why almost the
only intervention the U.N. has
carried out effectively is to
maintain the embargo against
the Bosnian government.

Because Cigar is not a
Marxist he talks in terms of a
non-class ‘world community’.
He doesn’t put forward any
independent working class so-
lutions.

He also tends to present the .
conflict too much in the terms
used by the western media.
Thus, although he is clearly
aware that the Bosnian army is
multi-ethnic he tends to refer
to ‘the Muslims’, rather than
the multi-ethnic resistance.

Despite these weaknesses

“this is undoubtedly the best

account of the nature.-of
Greater Serbian nationalism
and a damning indictment of
the complicity of western
leaders in genocide.
Although Cigar is an aca-
demic the book is well written

“and very easy to read. It spells

out the real reasons for the war
in Bosnia in terms that even
Tony Benn, Tony CIiff, Peter
Taafe and others (who con-
tinue to portray Bosnia as a
‘civil war’ between three
equally bad ‘warring fac-
tions’) may .even be able to -
understand.

My one real objection is not
the content of the book but the
price. At £27.95 it is far from
cheap: but well worth it.

L]

General
background on
the break-up

Branka Magas: The De-.
struction of Yugoslavia
Tracking the Break-up
1980-92; Verso

alism-& Federalism in Yu-
goslavia: 1962-1991,

Lenard J. Cohen: Broken
Bonds: The Disintegra-
tion of Yugoslavia;
Westview Press

Branka Magas' book is
undoubtedly the best po-
litically. The other two
are rather academic in
tone, making for fairly
heavy reading, but well
researched and contain
lots of valuable material.

Sabrina P Ramet: Nation- -

Indiana University Press. -

More recommended readlng
on ex-Yugoslavia

On Bosnian
history

‘Noel Malcolm: Bosnia: A
Short History, MacMillan

Robert J. Donia & John
V.A. Fing, Jnr: Bosnia
and Herzegovina: A
Tradition Betrayed, Hurst.
& Co.

Noe! Malco!m is by far
the easier to read and,
apart from the abso-
lutely outrageous final
paragraph, is generally
good. Donia & Fine are
more academic.

Journalists’
accounts

Ed Vulliamy: Seasons In
Hell: Understanding Bos-
nia, Simon & Schuster

Mark Thompson: A

' Pabef House: The Ending

-

of Yugoslavia, Vintage

Roy Gutman: A Witnéss
to Genocide, Element-

Misha Glenny: The Fall of
Yugoslavia; Penguin

Alec Russéll: Prejudice &
Plum Brandy, Michael
Joseph.

By definition these tend
to be somewhat impres-
sionistic. Ed Vulliamy.is _
probably the best over-.
all account of the war. -
Roy Gutman is rather’
pro-intervention. Misha
Glenny is the favourite

of the Socialist Work-
ers’ Party, which shows .
his political analysis is
way off beam.

However, his hook con-
tains valuable material,
some of which tends to con-
tradict his overall views.

—
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UN 'hypocrites
connive at the rape
of Bosnia

Socialist Outlook contin-
ues to challenge those
on the British left who
draw an equals sign be-
tween the sides in this
conflict, and who fail to
oppose the genocidal
war against Bosnia.

While some smaller
groups have taken a princi-
pled stand and helped to
build International Workers'
Aid and Workers’ Aid for
Bosnia, the largest groups,
the Socialist Workers Party
and Militant Labour, as well
as the Campaign Group of
Labour MPs, have con-
demned all sides - and de-
nounce us for calling for an
end to the arms embargo.

In our last issue, Social-
ist Qutlook published a let-
ter from Tuzla Trades Union
Council to the 'Committee
for Peace in the Balkans’,
calling on western workers
fo take sides in the war
against fascism.

We challenge these
groups: Publish this letter;
listen to the voice of inde-
pendent Bosnian workers!
In this struggle against fas-
cism and genocide, it is
scandalous that large sec-
tions of the British left stand
on the sidelines, and will
not join those campaigning
for a multi-ethnic Bosnia.

By Roland Rance

WHILE THE Bosnian
people continue to suffer
atrocity after atrocity, the
cynical hypocrisy of West-

“em policy has never been

more apparent.

The fall of Srebrenica has
led to the dispossession of
about 40,000 Bosnians. Hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands,
have been killed, and reports
of mass rape and appalling
massacres are frequent.

With the attacks on Zepa
and Bihac and the continuing
shelling of Sarajevo and
Tuzla, all of the UN-desig-
nated ‘safe havens’ in Bosnia
are under simultaneous at-
tack..

Meanwhile, the NATO
and UN forces in Bosnia do
nothing, while Western lead-
ers issue further empty threats
against the Chetnik forces,
without the slightest intention
of taking any genuine steps to
prevent the genocide in Bos-
nia.

Their main concern is the
protection of their own
forces, their only effective ac-
tion is the enforcement of the
arms embargo against Bos-
nia, and their policy is the dis-

memberment of multi-ethnic
Bosnia for the benefit of
Greater Serbia.

Socialist Outlook has con-
sistently opposed Western
military intervention in the
war in Bosnia, and has chal-
lenged the illusion held by
some on the left that the UN
can play a positive role there.
The UN is not a benign, inde-
pendent force; it is a cartel of
mainly capitalist and imperi-
alist states, which acts to pro-

.tect the interests of these

states.

Window-dressing

The differences of empha-
sis between Major, Clinton
and Chirac are merely win-
dow dressing for a western
policy of partition of Bosnia.

Every successive western
‘peace’ plan has awarded the
Serbian aggressors with a
larger slice of ‘ethnically
cleansed’ Bosnia; each Ser-
bian aggression and atrocity
has drawn a verbal condem-
nation, while the Bosnians
have been ordered to accept
‘reality’ and to meet yet more
of the aggressors outrageous
demands.

John Major’s London
summit on Bosnia issued a
ringing call for an end to eth-

New Bosnia Solidarity

. nic cleansing, and a threat to

take action to protect
Gorazde. The ultimate threat
seemed to be: “If you attack
us, we will retreat”. As the
Guardianr pointed out, the fi-
nal declaration of the summit
was almost identical to the
declaration of the 1992 Lon-
don conference.

Since then, thousands of
Bosnians have been killed,
tens of thousands of women
have been raped, hundreds of
thousands of thousands up-
rooted and driven away from
their homes, while the Ser-
bian chetnik forces treat the
western forces with con-
tempt.

This contempt is justified;
the Serbians seem to under-
stand better than some activ-
ists in Britain that the UN will
not take any action against
them, that it has no intention
of preventing the carve-up of
Bosnia and the slaughter of its
people.

This demand for the with-
drawal of UN and NATO
forces from Bosnia does not
mean that we favour aban-
doning the Bosnians to their
fate. On the contrary: we de-
mand the lifting the arms em-
bargo, to enable the Bosnian
people to acquire the means to
defend themselves.

Leading opposition to arming Bosnians: fkind

The Serbian army and their
Bosnian Serb surrogates do
not lack arms; they inherited
virtually the entire Yugoslav
army, its munitions and facto-
ries, and they still receive
arms from several sources.

The Bosnians, on the other
hand, have virtually no arms,
especially lacking in heavy
weapons, while the blockade
prevents them from receiving
any from abroad.

Not only does the UN en-
force a one-sided arms em-
bargo — in Srebrenica and

elsewhere they actually dis-
armed the Bosnians with the
false promise to defend the
town against attack.

Recent reports suggest
that a group of Arab and Is-
lamic states is proposing to
supply arms to Bosnia.

We welcome this, and de-
mand that these arms be al-
lowed to reach the Bosnian
army.

We defend the right of the
Bosnians to acquire arms
from whatever source possi-
ble.

Campaign hits the road

The campaign has al-
ready started work, organis-
ing a non-stop 24-hour
picket outside Downing
Street ,and calling a further
demonstration in London on
6 August. It will initially be

The march and meeting
were called by the Alliance
to Defend Bosnia-Herze-
govina, Workers Aid for Bos-
nia, the Muslim Solidarity
Committee and the Jewish
Socialists Group, and sup-

meeting in Westminster Cen-
tral Hall listened to several
speakers, including the Bos-
nian Ambassador, Indijana
Harper of the Alliance to De-
fend Bosnia-Herzogovina,
Michael Foot, and Labour

An estimated 5000 peo-
ple marched through
central London on 22
July in the biggest dem-
onstration yet in support
of multi-ethnic Bosnia.

The July 22 demo: make August 6 bigger still!

The marchers demanded MPs Malcolm Wicks and Cal-  ported by dozens of other organised by open weekly . . .
“Stop the rape of Bosnia!’, lum Macdonald. groups including Socialist meetings in London. We will be urging the _ Support these mobilisa-
’Break the arms embargo!”, Speeches demanded an Outlook and International Socialist Outlook wel- Campaign to raise demands tions:

’End UN collusion with geno-
cide!’. Many marchers car-
ried placards with the slogan
"UN outl’, though others
seemed to be equivocal on
this question.

Alter the march, a packed

end to the genacide in Bos-
nia, and called for the lifting
or breaking of the arms em-
bargo in order to enabie the
people of Bosnia to defend
themselves and to maintain
a multi-ethnic state.

Workers’ Aid. These groups
have agreed to establish a
Bosnia Solidarity Campaign
to continue the political
struggle for a multi-ethnic
Bosnia and against genocide
and fascism.

comes the establishment of
this Campaign, which is long
overdue. We will play an ac-
tive role in its work, and
urge all our readers and sup-
porters to become involved
init.

IWA spreads‘

INTERNATIONAL Work-
ers’ Aid continues its
ork in Bosnia. With
new groups established
in Norway and Austria,
and contacts witha

gmup in Australia, IWA
is now operatinginat
least 15 countries, and
aid for the Bosnian un-
ions continues to arrive
at 1he warehoase m ‘

_ Unfortunately, duet
continuing problems
‘the H Bosna (Croa-
tian) authorities, most of it
s still sitting there until the

~ convoys receive permission

to take aid to Tuzla.
Despite this difficulty,

- much work is stil being done
. with the Krekaminersunion
- inTuza, in preparalion for
__ the eventual arival of fresh
. convoys. WA groups have

net of solid arity

also adopted various pro-
jects in Tuza, including a
union newspaper and a
youth club; for which they .
are raising funds.

. Swedish IWA, toge er
with the Swedish unions, is

~ organising a 'Ship to Bos-

nia’ project. This ship will
leave Swaden on 30 Sep-

_ tember, carrying hundreds -
- of tonnes of aid to Bosnia.

 pality
* forfive containers of aid.

-:Jects; more money is al-
. ways heeded. The IWA

. all money received. Please.
. send donations to IWA, PO

the receipt and distribution
of this aid. Aberdeen
Trades Council and munici-
e pledged support

Please support these pro-

group in Britain will forward

Box 1109, London N4 2UU.
Cheques should be payable
ta ‘International Workers'

in the trades unions and La-
bour Party, to organise
fringe meetings at the
autumn conferences, and
where possible to get mo-
tions on the agendas.

As yet, the campaign has
no address or telephone
number; for further informa-
tion, please contact the So-
cialist Outlook office: 0181
800 7460.
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Get the full analysis!

Armmageddon in
Europe

Why socialists should support multi-ethnic

Bosnia against Serbia’s war
Edited by Geoff Ryan

£1.50 post free, from

@ 24-hour non-stop
picket opposite Downing
Street (Westminster
tube).

©® Sunday 6 August. As-
semble 2.00 pm in Hyde
Park (Marble Arch tube)
for a march to Trafalgar
Square.
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