By Roy Leach, NUT
National Executive,
personal capacity

THOUSANDS of teaching
jobs lost; class sizes at
their largest since 1979;
classroom support for
children with special
educational needs
slashed; an ever-growing
backlog of repairs for
crumbling schools.

No wonder parents,
teachers, governors and

French fight
HiroChirac’s
Pacific nuclear
tests pi1

school students are calling for
at least an extra £1 billion for
education!

But what has been the Tory
government’s response? Not
only have they given no clear
commitment to restore this
year's cuts (let alone begin to
redress the damage done over
the last few years), but all the
talk during the recent
leadership contest was of
more cuts in public
expenditure!

A close reading of
Chancellor Clarke's plans for
the local athorities that
provide education is that we

Back to school...
Back to cuts..

ack to

could be in for at least two
more years of cuts as deep as
those inflicted on ‘Middle
England’ this year.

Nor will it just be the shires
that suffer next time. Services in
metropolitan areas such as
Leeds, Birmingham and London
which are coming through this
year relatively intact will also be
in the firing line.

What is obvious is that we
can't simply sit back and wait
for the government to inject
into education the resources
that are so desperately
needed.

We have to force their hand:

theory+practice
Fighting Back
For Socialism
centre pages

biggest pro-education
demonstration ever.
M No class over 30!
M Stop all education cuts!
B Fund education to meet
needs!
Join FACE in London on
September 30. Together
we can win!

and the best way to do this is
to support the September 30
National Education
Demonstration called by FACE.
We need to build on our
success tn March 25, when
15,000 parents, teachers,
governors and school students
marched through London. We
have to make this into the
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EDITORIAL

Unite to
fight for

minimum

IT’S BEEN another case of
the dog that didn’t bark.

What is most surprising
about the summer outbreak of
criticism of Tony Blair’s
rightward-moving Labour
leadership is not how many
but how few MPs and union
leaders have spoken up, how
muted and limited are their
complaints, and how docile
the Party as a whole appears
to have become since the de-
feat of Clause Four.

Who would have thought
Blair could have ditched so
many policies and snubbed so
many key figures with so little
resistance?

Clearly Labour loyalists
are scared that any serious
fightback against Blair could
jeopardise the Party’s hopes

- of eventually winning its first

general election for over 20
years.

But it comes to something
when most of the Labour left,

1D

wage!

including most of the Social-
ist Campaign Group of MPs,
remains silent, leaving it to
old-style right winger Roy
Hattersley to complain at
‘New Labour’s’ apparent in-
difference to the poor, and
point out that “The party is
certainly desperate to win, but
it needs to be reassured about
the purpose of winning™’.

The first signs of a resis-
tance came when the obscure
midlands MP Richard Burden
criticised ‘New Labour’s’
drift towards becoming a US-
style party, and its ‘stalinist’
top-down style of centralising
all decision-making around
the leader’s office.

Burden’s article in New
Statesman and Society was
followed by a wave of out-
bursts from other low-profile
MPs Paul Flynn and Ronnie
Campbell, and then by inter-
views and articles from union
leaders Bill Morris and John

:
@ Celebrate
the life_of
rnes

Mandel

Speakers at the Memorial Rally include:

Catherine Samary, Fourth International,
Duncan Hallas, Socialist Workers Party,
Charlie Van Gelderen, Socialist Outlook.
Invited: Tariq Ali, Mildred Gordon mMP, Ken Coates MEP

7.00pm-9.00pm Friday 13 October. Friends House,
London, by Eustoh BR. Tickets £4 (£2 UB40, students) to
‘Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund’, PO Box 1109, London N4.

Edmongs.

Since then the field has
widened, with Peter Hain,
Ken Livingstone, Dennis Ca-
navan and George Galloway
getting in on the act, echoing
in various ways the unease at
the party’s rightward drift and
increasingly authoritarian
stance, its lack of membership
involvement, and the domina-
tion of Blair’s inner circle by
arrogant middle class refu-
gees from the SDP, lacking
any commitment to or respect
for the Labour Party’s work-
ing class roots.

Discarded

But as the heap of Labour
policies discarded under
Tony Blair mounts to mam-
moth proportions, there is still
no sign that these sundry indi-
viduals have any intention of
leading or joining a coordi-
nated fight back for radical or
socialist policies.

A more radical line could win shpart among low pai workers such as student nurses

seen here at Charing Cross Hospital in a sleep out protest against rent increases

Blair’s offensive has left
the Party stripped of any radi-
cal appeal to the electorate on
the key issues of the day.

In a summer of droughts
and water company rip-off
scandals the Party has aban-
doned its commitment to pri-
oritise renationalisation of the
water industry.

As the gulf between rich
and poor widens torecord lev-
els, Blair has snubbed the un-
ions by setting his face against
putting any figure on a mini-
mum wage. Amid rising an-
ger over the huge salaries of
top bosses, Labour has
scrapped its pledge to lift the
ceiling on national insurance
payments for top earners. The
Party shows no such concern
for the poorest, however:
Blair’s team have dropped
any commitment to increase

pensions and child benefit.

Anti-union

With public opinion
swinging back to support for
trade union rights, Tony
Blair’s team remains reso-
lutely anti-union, more con-
cerned to seek the views of top
employers than union leaders
on the minimum wage, and
stubbornly opposed to repeal
of Tory anti-union laws.

As the he.ith service de-
scends into new crisis over
pay and the rationing of care,
Labour has junked its pledge
to pump an extra £1 billion
into the NHS, and retreated

from its promise to scrap the
bureaucratic purchaser-
provider split.

And while thousands of
parents, teachers, governors
and school students march in
protest at education cuts, La-
bour has made no pledge to
increase spending, and re-
neged on its pledge to bring
opted-out schools back under
council control.

While the policies are bad
enough, it’s the less definable
issue of Blair’s style of lead-
ership that has provoked a the
most widespread tide of anger
among local activists, not all
of them traditionally on the
‘left’; they feel that the Party
has lost its way, sacrificing its
core support in the search for
the floating voter.

Yet the only way this can
be confronted is through bat-
tles on particular policies. The
£4.15 target for a minimum
wage is a policy that could
potentially unite dissident
CLP activists and trade union-
ists to deal Blair his first major
setback at this year’s Party
conference.

Such landmarks will be
important for the future, en-
couraging the left and setting
out markers for battles to
come.

Whatever its formal poli-
cies, millions of workers will
vote Labour at the next elec-
tion in the naive hope and ex-
pectation that a Blair
government would reverse
some of the Tory attacks, and

make a real difference to tt
way they live.

This remains the most dr:
matic contradiction of all. Tt
first few months of a Labot
government on Blair’s pol
cies would quickly shatter tk
illusions and rouse the angt
of important sections of th
working class, not least in th
public sector.

Encouraged by the re
moval of the Tories, worke!
would be less prepared to ac
cept insults at the hands ¢
British capitalism’s ‘secon
tean’. Clashes between th
unions and Labour in offic
are almost certain.

Contemptuous

Contemptuous thoug
they are of the working cla:
and its organisations, much ¢
Blair’s right wing base in t
Party will have little stomac
for a fight when the tide star
flowing against them.

But the question is wheth
acredible left wing alternati*
will have been developed
lead the fightback. That
why it is important that no
the silence has been broke
Blair’s left critics go back ai
prepare for government.

That does not mean stan
ing idly by as the Party is p
litically it means fighting ba
now, building a coordinat:
left wing response, and ch:
lenging each of Blair’s polic
retreats as and when they o
Cur. '
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UNISON
backs
FACE
demo

SUPPORT for the FACE
demonstration is building
up as the new term be-
gins. Official support
from the GMB and UNI-
SON means that two of
the biggest unions will
circulate details to all
their branches.

Speakers invited to the
September 30 march and
Rally include the Merseyside
FBU, currently involved in
strikes against cuts in jobs
and services.

The FACE campaign has
also received a £1,000 dona-
tion from the second biggest
teaching union, the
NAS/UWT. Support is still roll-
ing in from NUT branches, de-
spite the top-level opposition
of General Secretary Doug
McAvoy and the right wing
majority of the NEC.

Fringe meetings

FACE’s national committee
met on September 2 in Coven-
try and has mapped out a se-
ries of activities stretching
through into 1996. These in-
clude fringe meetings at all
three party conferences and at
the TUC, and will suport the
Budget Day lobby of parlia-
ment called by the Welfare
State Network.

A FACE Conference in the
New Year will take the theme
of promoting Needs Related
(i.e. deficit) Budgets, and
‘Turning the General Election
into the Education Electlon

NHS pay
dilemma

THE result of the UNI-
SON ballot on NHS pay
strikes is awaited as this
issue of Socialist Out-
look goes to press.

It appears that a majority
will be in favour of action,
but on a small turn-out.

The dispute has been
dragged out for so long that
thereis little momentum
among activists in the hospi-
tals; the abandonment of
UNISON’s original 6 percent
claim and acceptance of the
Tories’ 3 percent limit has re-
duced the whole fight to one
in defence of national pay
agreements.

Smaller unions have voted
in favour of industrial action
short of strikes, while only the
Society of Radiographers has
registered a resounding vote
for strike action.

UNISON members are
likely to pay a heavy price
for the inaction of their lead-
ers, who have set out to run a
low-key campaign, and now
seem certain now to lead the
way towards a face-saving
‘compromise’ deal at talks re-
convened by NHS manage-
ment.

A big fight against school cuts is the best basis to fight compulsory opt-outs

Tories scorn
‘choice’ on

=== gpt-outs

By Harry Sloan

NEVER MIND parental
choice: John Major’s gov-
ernment has grown so im-
patient at the refusal of
parents and governors to
support school opt-outs he
is set to make it compul-
sory!

Seven years of cajoling, en-
couragement, bribes and
blackmail have so far had pa-
thetically little effect in per-
suading most schools to seek
‘grant maintained’ status.

Less than 1,100 out of
25,000 schools in England —
and just one school in Scot-
land —have so far signed up for
the Thatcherite dream of de-
regulation.

A mere handful have ap-
plied for GM status in the last
12 months, despite the lure of
additional capital for develop-
ment and extra hand-outs of
revenue funding.

Faced with such embar-
rassing rejection, the Tory re-
sponse is, as ever, to compel
schools to ‘choose’ the way
they are told. &

According to the Chair of
the Grant Maintained Schools
Foundation, Sir Robin Bal-
chin, the only way John Major

Issuing the order: Major
can achieve his goal of making
all publicly-funded schools
opt out would be:

@ allowing governing bod-
ies to opt out without consult-
ing parents;

@ telling schools they must
opt out unless a sufficiently
large petition of parents op-
poses the move;

@ simply making opt-outs
compulsory.

Sir Robin is under-
standably opposed to these

"moves to coerce schools down

a path that parents and gover-
nors have repeatedly rejected

—and for good reason.

He knows that once GM
status becomes the norm rather
than the exception, then the
privileges of the first few, the
bribes and hand-outs designed
to win over sceptical head
teachers and governors, will
come to an end.

This has already happened
with opted-out NHS Trusts,
which rapidly discovered that
none of the promised ‘free-
dom’ to borrow money actu-
ally materialised.

The new Tory offensive
has met an unusually robust
response from Labour’s limp
Education spokesperson
David Blunkett, who has
warned that a Labour govern-
ment would block further opt-
outs:

“‘Any school that believes
it could dash for grant-main-
tained status and carry it
through after we get in will be
gravely mistaken”.

The bigest possible monili-
sation of parents and school
students against the new
round of cuts in education will
create the best defence of
schools against the imposition
of GM status, which leads in-
evitably to more centralised
government control, and a
new drive for selection of pu-
pils .

Mmust

‘Students

get

organised

By Ricky Paul

THERE CAN be no doubt
that the recent expansion
in student numbers in
higher education has re-
sulted in an expansion in
student debt and in a re-
duction in spending by
universities on each stu-
dent.

Although universities and
colleges are still funded by
central government and
through local authorities, they
now, even more than before,
act as profit making organiza-
tions (many are now inde-
pendent corporations).

Fast education is the resuit
— increase the level of profit
by increasing the throughflow
of students. Invest just
enough in books or facilities to
satifisy... not students but the
funding councils!

Universities have used this
profit on increased wages to
increased numbers of manag-
ers, built new buildings for
conferences etc. Now that stu-
dent numbers have been fro-
zen it is both students and the
lecturing and administrative
staff that are suffering — cut-
backs in lecturing staff are
commonplace.

Frozen

At the same time as the
government encouraged stu-
dent growth and then changed
its mind, it was also freezing
our grants and cutting trave!
expenses.

It has also encouraged stu-
dents to take up loans and over-
drafts. This, with the exception
of the wealthy minority, does
not lead to an affluent lifestyle.

Many students now are
forced to work during the
week as well as at weekends
(full time education?). This
still does not lead to an end to
debt.

It is not surprising then,
that many potential students
are deferring for a year after
their "A’ levels or deciding
agalnst higher education alto-

cton is neded to chalenye da-ng NUS leaders

gether.

Maybe it is a little surpris-
ing that the student movement
and NUS in particular has been
s0 quiet over the last few
years. This might be some-
thing to do with the people
who run NUS and student un-
ions as a fast track to well paid
jobs in business or useitto try
to become Labour (eg. Phil
Woolas) or even Tory MPs.

Rock the boat? No it is eas-
ier for the union leaders to or-
ganise freshers fairs with the
local night clubs so that we
can fall further into debt rock-
ing the night away.

However we can do some-
thing. There is a growing an-
ger at the state of higher
education, as there is about
education as a whole.

Link up

The Fight Against Cuts in
Education’ (FACE) demon-
stration in London on 30 Sep-
tember is a great opportunity
for students and workers in
higher education to join up
with people in secondary and
further education.

We also need to start or-
ganising on the ground in our
own colleges. Let’s ask the
management where the
maoney, our money, is going?

Is it going on facilities for
students or staff or on new
carpets for the vice-chancel-
lor’s office?

We can join together with
the campus trades unionsin a
campaign for increased fund-
ing for higher education and
put pressure on the Labour
Party leadership in the run up
to the election.

The Free Education Cam-
paign is planning an autumn
demonstration against cuts.

This pressure also needs to
be applied to the NUS where a
genuinely broad left coalition
needs to be built to oppose the
conservative do-nothing lead-
ership.

This is our future: these are
our colleges. Now is the time
to start reasserting this — but
it is easier to do that if we join
together in collective action.

SLNO NOILYONAZ3
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HOME NEWS

TUC '95: Now’s the

time to stop the rot!

By Harry Sloan

SIXTEEN years of retreats
and betrayals by top union
leaders have decimated the
strength of organised la-
bour in Britain, and ren-
dered this year’s TUC
Brighton Congress the
most irrelevant yet.

On none of the key issues
affecting working people -
unemployment, low pay, cuts
in public services, rampant
privatisation, or even trade
union rights at work — has the
TUC run any serious cam-
paigns or had anything of sig-
nificance to say.

Figures from industrial tri-
bunals give a glimpse of the
reign of terror in many work-
places where staff or unor-
ganised or unions
derecognised: successful un-
fair dismissal cases have
more than doubled in number
since 1989, while days of
strike action have fallen to an
all-time record low.

Anti-union laws have in-
timidated activists at local
and national level. And now
union leaders are further con-
strained by their reluctance to
cross swords with Tony
Blair’s increasingly anti- un-
ion team, who are strategi-
cally distancing themselves
from the Labour Party’s his-

I
Fire

fig Nt ers o —

strike
hots up

MORE than a thousand
Merseyside fire fighters
attended the mass meet-
ing to vote for escala-
tion of their action
against redundancies
and loss of holidays.

They are taking a series
of nine hour strikes over
management’s threat to cut
three days leave and the
equivalent of twenty jobs.

The Labour-controlled
Merseyside fire authority
has paid thousands of
pounds to the army to help
break the strike. Although
the chief fire officer claims
that the army can provide
adequate cover, it is clear
that the overriding objective
of the local authority is to
end the action on their own
terms.

The next strike is planned
for September 12, and will
escalate further. There
could also be resistance to
plans by Warwickshire coun-
¢il to make £3 million of
cuts.

It is crucial now that the
national union takes a lead
in coordinating solidarity.

L'eﬂ sa by T WU inaction: strikers at Mainland Car Deliveries n Oxfordshire

voled narrowly to accept a £3,000 pay-off after 14 weeks in dispute

toric roots in the run-up to the
next election.

Smail wonder the levels of
unionisation have fallen to
the lowest levels in Britain for
over 50 years.

Just 6.9 million workers —
less than a third of the work-
force — are now in TUC- af-
filiated unions — of whom
only a minority are manual
workers. Even this figure is

likely to be an exaggeration, -

based on notoriously inflated
totals for unions like the
TGWU and UNISON.
Despite the evidence of the
dire consequences of end-
lessly retreating before the
government and employers,
and welcome signs of new
resistance from rail workers,
fire fighters and sections of
health workers among others,
there is little sign that the
TUC is preparing any policy

shift.

Headed up by Blairite
John Monks, it has grovelled
to the bosses of the CBI and
sat quietly back and watched
‘New Labour’ stick the boot
into the unions, tamely ac-
cepting the pitiful offerings
of Labour’s employment pol-
icy, while pleading for an ex-
panded ‘role’ under a Labour
government.

According to Monks, this
means having “‘an influence
on those aspects of economic
policy relevant to unemploy-
ment, pay, competitiveness
and the labour market.”

But already the TGWU and
GMB —fearful of conflict with
Tony Blair’s front bench -
have broken the unity around

" the £4.15 figure as the basis for
anew minimum wage, engag-
ing in a cynical dutch auction
in the countdown to this
autumn’s conferences.

In fact Blair is opposed to

specifying any figure at all.
The reality is that the un-
ions will only regain influ-
ence based on their
willingness to lead struggles
and confront employers and
the government of the day.
The only way the echoing
emptiness of Congress
House can again become the
corridors of power is by un-
jons taking a radical stand in

defence of their members -

and working people.

Nothing could be further
from the minds of the main
union leaders as their re-
searchers draft empty tub-
thumping speeches for
Brighton.

The more feeble the genu-
flections of do-nothing bu-
reaucrats to Blair and the
capitalist market, the more
the TUC presents itself to
workers as an expensive,
anachronistic irrelevance.

Solid RMT action
staggers tube bosses

By an RMT member

The first one was bigger
than management ex-
pected. The second one
bigger still.

Despite. the media denial

and government pressure, the
two London Underground
strikes have been great suc-
cesses.

A bit like a bully who picks
afightand then realises he has
chosen someone strong
enough to fight back, London
Underground management
have been shocked by the re-
sponse to their pay and condi-
tions offer.

Now it looks like they will
have to go through with the
confrontation at the risk of los-
ing face. The government will
not let them do anything eise.

The strikes have broken the
myth fostered by management
that RMT workers have no

_muscle of their own and have

to rely completely upon oth-

ers. In Oakwood and Morden
depots the bulk of ASLEF
membership have recently
come over to the RMT, includ-
ing one worker who had only
two weeks to go before retire-
ment.

Cosy deal

The strikes threaten to
break up the cosy relationship
the ASLEF leadership have'had
with management - last week
they even issued letters to in-
dividual members telling them
(falsely) that they would be
sacked under the law if they
went on strike.

A “triangular” relationship
of collusion has been estab-
lished betw.en management,
the media and the ASLEF lead-
ership. All are willing to go to
any lengths to avoid industrial
action.

We have been standing on
picket lines with the station
and its trains at a standstill
behind us listening to the radio
tell everyone the Underground

was “working as normal”. As
one of our managers con-
fessed to us recently, “truth is
the first casualty of war”.
Management are prepared o
compromise safety in order to
weaken the strike - cutting basic

maintenance work on the trains

and track, leaving stations com-
pletely unstaffed and operating
signals themselves.

Aswellasacutin hoursand
opposition to the three per
cent pay ceiling we have been
making specific proposals de-
signed to increase job secu-
rity. Privatisation will mean
savage job cuts.

Despite Treasury opposi-
tion, London Underground
have been allowed to operate
a “lease-buy” arrangement for
new trains on the Northern
Line, the policy championed
by the Labour Party for some
time.

As it is becomes increas-
ingly clear that this is no more
than a privatisation policy by
the back door, we are demand-

unions

The level of unionisation
has plummeted from 52
percent when Thatcher

B 100k office in 1979.

Continual, wretched re-
treats by the main unions,
{eft first the printworkers and
then the miners isolated and
eventually defeated in their
defiance.

Many big bastions of man-
ual work and union strength
(steel, shipbuilding, mining,
docks, print, cars) have since
been hacked back, some to
the point of ex-
tinction.

Clerical and
sales staff, and
professionals
such as teach-
ers, nurses, so-
cial workers,
managers, scien-
tists and lawyers
now make up 60
percent of all un-
ion members.

Industrial
workers (45%)
and craft work-
ers (40%) are
now less
strongly union-
ised than professional staff
(50%). But these newly-un-
ionised sectors have not es-
fablished any track record of
militancy.

A whole generation of
younger workers has been
largely ignored by the union
bureaucrats: only 25 percent of
workers in their 20s is a union
member, compared with 40
percent of those over 40.

While more people than
ever recognise the need for

The incredible
shrinking

trade unions and a majority
of voters are now opposed to
the balance of forces created
by the vicious battery of Tory
anti-union laws, the TUC has
done little or nothing to build
on this sentiment and reach
out to the low-paid and unem-
ployed.

The abject failure of the
GMB and TGWU to recruit
staff in the expanding hotel
and catering sector, for ex-
ample, has enabled the em-
ployers to force wage rates
even lower than they were

NI
N
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Deteat of miners led to jobs massacre

when the wages councils
were abolished in 1993.

40 percent of vacancies
advertised in the former
wages council industries,
which employ 2.5 million
workers, are now offering
pay of less than £58 per
week —the national insur-
ance threshold.

Even government figures
show that 1.3 million full-

time workers were paid less
than £2.50 an hour.

ing that workers who find
themselves transferred to pri-
vate contractors are given the
right to transfer back into Lon-
don Underground. These “kid-
napped” workers should also
be allowed to return if they are
made redundant by the private
firms.

Management are counter-
posing a productivity package
to our demands. It will mean
increased part-time working
for train operators and line by

t a standstill: strikes are gaining ground

line divisions among the work-
force.

Unfortunately ASLEF and
the management dominated
TSSA have gone along with the
deal. Despite a three-to-one
vote in favour of strike action
ASLEF’s leadership are pro-
posing a ballot over the com-
pany offer which, depending
on its outcome, will then go to
another ballot over strike ac-
tion: any prevarication to stop
action.
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Summer
School

success
VISITORS from Ireland and
Sri Lanka were among
those attending ancther
successful Socialist Out-
look residential Summer
School in Aberystwyth dur-
ing the August bank holiday
week. :

This year's school, extended
to five full days, the only event
of its kind on the British left,
fook as its theme the continuity
and development of revolution-
ary programme and politics
from the early days of the Bol-
shevik Party through to the pre-
sentday.

Lively plenary sessions, no-
tably those on the national
question and socialism,
women’s liberation and ‘social-
ism after the fall of the wait’
were complemented by a full.
programme of over 30 work-
shop discussions.

In addition to daily eduction-
als, those attending managed
to consume large enough quan-
tities of beer, wine and spirits
to cover all the overhead costs
and produce 2 small surplus
for the Emest Mandel Memo-

Outlook. :

- This speech by BALA KU-
MAR, of the Liberation! edito-
rial board, closed the school
with an overview of the key
questions of socialist intema-
tionalism today.

Several more of the keynote
contributions to the schaol will
be published in coming issues
of Socialist Outlook. Video
tapes of some of the main dis-
cussions will shortly also be
available.

rial Fund launched by Socialist

By Bala Kumar

THIS SCHOOL has reminded me of
why I joined one of the smaller or-
ganisations on the British Left - and
why I remain in it.

CLR James in an interview once
commented *I iearned my Marxism in
the Trotskyist movement”. I certainly
learned how, in concert with co-think-
ers, to use it to understand, and act upon
the world we live in.

The writings, the dives, the activities
of generations of Marxists opened up
for me a universe of ideas, possibilities,
experiences and friendships, I had never
known existed. I am and will always be
grateful for that.

Whaty’d like to do is to isolate some
defining trends in late capitalism and to
explore how revolutionary Marxists can
overcome the crisis of credibility of so-
cialism. I have drawn heavily from the

ritings of Ernest Mandel for what fol-

1991 London demonstration for cancellation of third world debt won widespread labour

lows, which is no bad thing for a school
being held to honour his memory.

R

Unemployment

S

CONSIDER THE following facts.
40 million people are unemployed in
the advanced capitalist countries.
Across much of the Third World
there has ben a decline in living
standards, not a stagnation but a re-
gression. All the hard won gains of
the anti-r»lonial struggles increases
in literacy rates, health standards -
are being eroded. This of course has
a tremendous negative impact on the
working class and oppressed sectors
of society on which our movement
bases itself, and which we believe
will be the motor force of revolu-
tionary change for the better.

world in crisis:
Fighting back
or socialism

movement sponsorship

15 million children die each year
from poverty related illnesses. Toxic
waste produced to satisfy over-con-
sumption in the rich countries floats
about on our oceans looking for some
poor country on whose people it can be
dumped. That soon, unless an imperial
power can be stopped in its tracks, nu-
clear testing will resume in the South
Pacific against the will of the people of
those countries and when the serious
health risks are well known. That food
mountains exist in Europe and yet there
are manufactured food shortages in
other places.

There are two processes at work. On
the one hand we see an integration of
the economies of the advanced capital-
ist countries. This can be deduced from
studying trade flows, their origin and
destination. Most world trade now takes
place between the advanced capitalist
countries. The share of world trade of
these economies has risen from 60 per
cent in the early 1980’s to 75 per cent

now.

That latter figure is also about the
average of the share of export from the
rich countries to other rich countries.
Vast sections of the world are simply
excluded from these trade movements.
The business press crows on about the
large middle class consumer markets in
some poor countries. For example, In-
dia’s is estimated at 150 million but they
ignore the 700 million others!

So on the other hand, the world mar-
ket is not exploiting but abandoning
billions of people. It’s a cruel joke
which contains a brutal truth, that

there’s only one thing worse than being -

exploited by capitalism - and that is
NOT to be exploited by it! There are
only consumers in this society, not citi-
zens: and if you are not a consumer you
might as well not exist.

The second process seems to contra-
dict my earlier point. There is also a
binding together of the fortunes and
lives of people across the world. Global
capitalism is not about to break the
chains on the dominated countries.

Samir Amin among others has sug-

gested that poor countries may be able -

to delink themselves from the tyranny
of imperialism, and by integrating the
dominated world make their economies
serve their peoples, not the other way
around. 1 applaud the sentiment but fear
that he is mistaken.

A —

Dependence

R

THERE IS NO sign that the depend-
ence of the poor countries on the rich
is being weakened, in fact the re-
verse is true.

The issue of Third World debt is a
case in point. Every year without excep-
tion larger and larger sums are trans-

“ferred from the Third World to the First,

in excess of the paltry sums being in-
vested or loaned or granted. Without
servicing the interest on this debt, leave
alone repaying it, no new funds are
disbursed to these countries. Yet to pay
the debt when the low value of your
exports and devaluation of your cur-
rency makes for a trade balance deficit,
encourages social sector spending to be
cut.

While we support democratisation in
all sectors, what does it matter if where
there was one party there are now fif-
teen but regardless of which comes to
government they all have the same eco-

“

o
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nomic programme? Identical because
regardless of whether one is in Buenos
Aires, Jakarta, Warsaw or Dar Es Sa-
laam, it has been drafted for them in
Washington D.C. by the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank.

Here are some of the features of late
capitalism which are of particular inter-
est to socialist revolutionaries.

|
1. Growing concentration
and centralisation of
capital within some

countries and regions
L]

IN OUR DISCUSSION of the na-
tional question in the British state
attention has been drawn to the
peripheralisation of Scotland and
Wales in capital investment pro-
jects. The number of building socie-
ties on our High Streets is dwindling
with mergers and takeovers.

In the US Walt Disney - a giant in
itself — has bought Capital Cities/ABC
which owns the largest Network station
ABC, for US$19 billion. In contrast
Somalia’s national income in 1990 was
USS$1 billion.

While trans-national corporations
mushroomed in the past, it is question-
able how long they can survive today
without fusing with other companies
removing competitors.
-]
2. Intensification and
extension of capitalist

exploitation

INCOMES ARE FALLING, work-
ing hours grow longer, attacks are
made by both conservative and so-
cial democratic governments on so-
cial welfare provisions like free
education and health care, pensions
and benefits. Every gain and victory
of the working class this century is

- under daily siege. This is one reason

why defending the welfare state has
and will continue to be a priority in
our political work.

The average US worker was working
163 hours more in 1987 than her coun-
terpart would have twenty years before.
It is no longer simply the Japanese
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worker who is forced to work more,
take fewer holidays and do overtime to
maintain international competitiveness.
This trend is being generalised even
across the advanced capitalist countries.

.|
3. Class inequalities

widen
|

THE RICH GET richer and the poor

il 2

Hunger nd under-developmm are creti af the imperialist carve-up of the world’s resources

get poorer. Remember when in
Latin America we were told that
capitalism could work and Brazil
and Mexico were cited in proof?

Interesting how no one mentions
them any longer. Instead the new ‘mir-
acle’ economy is Chile. However the
neo-liberal ideologues cannot explain
away the fact that the poorest 20 per cent
of people are subsisting on 70 per cent
of what they had in 1970 and they face
growing immiseration.

4. Crisis, slumps and

recession
]

DE-INDUSTRIALISATION has
thrown millions of the most stable
and best unionised workers on the
scrap-heap, destroying entire com-
munities in the process. Services and
financial capital dwarf industrial

capital in the rich countries.

The Mexican financial crisis over
December 1994 and the massive bail-
out that the US had to organise to protect
its holdings in Mexico are an expression
of this. A financier called George Soros
makes one billion dollars in one day
from currency speculation following
the withdrawal of the pound sterling
from the Exchange Rate Mechanism.

There is no end in sight for recession
in the West as the growth rates of even
the more dynamic economies such as
Germany'’s is below two percent. While
capital investments in a year in Eastern
Europe are measured in the low billions,
every day hundreds of billions of dollars
change hands in currency conversions
in leading financial markets.

The upturn in the economies de-
creases each time from the preceding
cycle and it becomes more difficult to
pull out of recession.

|
5. Inter-imperialist

rivalries
R

THE EMERGENCE and develop-
ment of trade blocs centred around
one or more imperialist power and
the rivalries between them which
came to the fore during the GATT
negotations reveal the tensions
among the brotherhood of thieves.

A US-Japan trade war always seems
imminent only to be narrowly averted.
We are not in a Kautskyist ultra-impe-
rialist age. Meanwhile neither does the
US appear to be the super-imperialist
power that some foresaw in the after-
math of the the 1992 Gulf War and the
break up of the Soviet Union.

Its economic difficulties will compel
the would be Colossus to moderate its
ambitions. Its fiasco in Somalia and
vaccilations in ex-Yugoslavia indicate
competing pulls in its foreign policy.

Further, there is not only competition
for the world and regional markets be-
tween the trade blocs but also within
them. The British bourgeoisie doesn’t
know whether to stick with its Atlanti-
cist alliance and preserve its invest-
ments in the United States or play the
subordinate to Germany within the
European Union. And this tug of war
could- yet rip the Conservative Party
apart.

Meanwhile the countries of the Third

Globalising a capitalist
economy trapped in recession

SINCE THE first generalised
recession of 1974-1975 the

an attempt to boost the economy.

rise of unemployment—especially in Europe.
This neo-liberal phase, which we are clearly

world capitalist economy has
gone into a recessionary
long wave from which there
seems no escape.

In these selections from a
resolution of the recent
World Congress of the
Fourth International,
MAXIME DURAND explains
the consequences of
capitalist globalisation.

The translation, from the
Belgian Fourth Internation-
alist paper La Gauche, is by
Duncan Chapple.

Phases of the long

wave

THE 1970s SAW the end of a long ex-
pansionary long wave in the capitalist
economy.

The generalised recession of 1974-1975
clearly marked this turnaround, sending all the
imperialist countries into a crisis which still
persists.

The development of several phases within
this long wave need to be analysed if we are to
clearly identfy where we are . The first phase
immediately followed that recession: it corre-
sponded to the pursuit of the Keynesian poli-

. cies after the Second World War.

Simultaneously petro-dollars were recycled
to be dished out to Third World borrowers in

Neo-liberal turn

THE INADEQUACY of this therapy be-
came clear with the explosion of the
second generalised recession at the start
of the 1980s.

This is the second important turning point,
from which neo-liberal policies—with remark-
ably similar objective and means—spread
around the world.

For a few years the Third World counties
had served to lessen the slow-down of the
world economy. They were then violently hit
by the debt crisis and the rise in interest rates.
A period of profound restructuring in the impe-
rialist countries opened, accompanied by the

still in, can be separated out into ‘sub-periods’:
the offensive (1980-1986), the apparent suc-
cess (1987-1990) and the relapse and revival of
1990 and 1991.

There was a systematic offensive against
workers in the first half of the 1980s pursued
under the watchword of ““flexibility”’. This not
only concerned wages — hammered by aus-
trity and the attacks on cost-of-living agree-
ments — but, more widely, workers’ overall
conditions: social security, the right to work
and so on.

The advance of, and resistance against, neo-
liberalism varied, but the generalisation of
those policies laid the ground for a new reces-
sion provoked by the smothering of the world-
wide demand for labour.
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World continue to be subordinated to
those of the rich countries, their natural
and mineral resources plundered, their
markets prised open, their people made
dispensable units of labour, their ex-
ports discriminated against in western
markets by protectionist barriers.

We are not in a post-imperialist age.
Imperialism is alive and kicking.

]
6. Class struggle is not
dead :

THE CAPITALIST CLASS is mer-
cilessly attacking the working class
in a class war in which the latter is
on the defensive. Much ground has
been and is being lost to the advan-
tage of Capital, the combativity and
militancy of the class is fast becom-
ing a memory of the distant past.

However in none of the imperialist
countries has the working class suffered
such great defeats that it is completely -
out of the equation. In fact aside from
the inherent need of capital to span the
globe, the so-called “‘flying geese”
strategy of capital, wherein it migrates
from country to country looking for
lower paid workers, bigger tax breaks,
non-unionised or repressed labour
movements, poor environmental
standards and so on, is because it is
unable to push down its costs inits home
countries below a certain limit. [t hasn’t
given up but it hasn’t succeeded yet
either.

Socialist strategy

Workweek must be reduced: Hanover VW workers demonstrate that Saturdays are for “living, loving and laughing”

ON THE LEVEL of socialist strat-
egy, certain conclusions should be
drawn from the analysis above.

These trends suggest that the nation
state will remain a terrain of struggle
between Capital and Labour and that the
locus of political power will for the
foreseeable future reside there as well.
We are not facing a global state or even
at the Western European level a super-
national state.

There has been a redefinition of the
state and its functions in the present
phase of capital accumulation. It has
also become much clearer particularly
in the Third World that the state which
was seen as a shield against neo-coloni-
alism has all along been subordinated to

it by the local ruling class.

The state does not have a neutral
class character nor can a workers’ gov-
ernment aim to change the inequalities
of power and wealth in society without
confronting and changing the capitalist

nounced. Therefore it is also an impor-
tant lever for change and tool for trans-
formation of society.

Campaigns around work must be-
come part of the agenda of the British
Left. Our comrades in France have

-}
A radical reduction in the working week is a
pre-condition for a democratic, pluralist,
self-managing society run by and for

a regime of the associated producers
-}

state. Important battles will take place
between global capital and the working
class at the level of the state because that
is where the tensions are most pro-

taken up and popularised the slogan of
a thirty-five hour week with no loss of
pay. We too should use this realistic
demand to discuss the nature of work

and its potential in a future society
where the worker would have time not
only for leisure and developing other
creative interests but also to exercise
political power in a socialist democracy.
A radical reduction in the working week
is a pre-condition for a democratic plu-
ralist self managing society run by and
for a regime of the associated produc-
ers.

Our response to global capital is for
global solidarity between the oppressed
and exploited.

While this will be second nature to
the comrades of the Fourth Interna-
tional, revolutionaries must assimilate
even in their national programmes and
strategies the international dimension.
Of course we give our unconditional

support to these struggles but we also
need to find ways of co-ordinating these
movements and of joint initiatives and
discussions.

Finally, that the labour movement to
make itself relevant to the working class
desperately needs to feminise itself.
Where new jobs are being created either
in the Free Trade Zones of Asia or the
homeworkers and sweatshops of
Europe, it is women who predominate
in this low paid, ununionised, casual-
ised sector.

Unless women become leaders and
members of trade unions, unless the
particular concerns of women workers
are integrated into the agendas and
working practices of the labour move-
ment, it becomes impotent.

Reasons for the

passing success

BECAUSE OF the demand increase
which followed Reaganist policies, espe-
cially the military spending, the
outbreak of the third recessionary wave
was delayed. The world economy devel-
oped an asymmetrical set-up, in which
Japanese and German capital financed
the substantial US deficit by increasing
interest rates to unprecedented levels.

At the same time the cracking and collapse
of the bureaucratised societies made it possible
to present capitalism as the unsurpassable hori-
zon of humanity.

Only the Marxists pointed out the limited
and contradictory character of this recovery:
rather than sustainable growth it was a cyclical
movement based on an almost mechanical kick-
starting of investment founded on the restruc-
turing of production worldwide.

The relapse
THE THIRD generalised recession set-

tled this debate and opened a new
phase, marked out by very important re-
versals. Seen this way, the role of the
Gulf War was secondary - the recession
began before the oil crisis in several
counties and continued long after the
war. It had limited economic repercus-
sions.

The characteristics of this third recession
clearly illustrate the current period: deep, dura-
ble and costly in terms of jobs. Much more
than the two previous recessions, it has re-
vealed the growing contradiction between eco-
nomic globalisation and the survival of
national trajectories.

International

Finance

THE'FRENZIED neo-liberal economic
deregulation in the 1980s underlay and
amplified the globalisation process.
Contrary to all the theory’s forecasts, this
did not lead to reductions in the real interest
rafs. They have remained at record levels.

Inter-imperialist

rivalries

GLOBALISATION of the world capital-
ist economy is unmanageable, and not
just because of the instability of ex-
change rates and finance . The principal
source of the disequilibrium lies in the
quite new situation — which has estab-
lished direct relations between
economic zones with very different lev-
els of productivity.

. This is different from the internationalisa-
tion of capitals: multinationals used to be the
agents of a single imperialist centre. The domi-
nated countries had one-to-one relationships
with these multinationals; completing a system
of political domination.

With Globalisation, the relations start off as
multilateral, and the group of muitinationals
have come to another stage of internationalisa-
tion which leads, bit by bit, to them getting
more autonomy in relation to their country of
origin. This is new.

What some have called the “Triad”’ does not
just signify the tri-polar (US, Japan, Europe)
domination of the world economy, but also a

certain kind of relation between these three
poles. Nothing in this configuration is stable or
harmonious. Each is accompanied by funda-
mental imbalances. The three are endowed
with very different cohesiveness.

The Asian zone is the best protected and the
best organised. while Japan and Korea are pre-
sent in all the world markets, the penetration of
their interior markets is, in practice, extremely
difficult. :

The organisation into concentric circles of
the region’s economies and China’s involve-

‘ment have achieved formidable economic effi-

ciency and commercial aggressiveness.
Europe differs completely from that plan. It

is an agglomeration of capitalist nation-states

which are largely open to external competition.

Europe is less present in the third-rank markets

and, above all, has shown itself to be incapable

of a dynamic structuring of is natural periph-
ery: the Mediterranean and Eastern Europe.

As for the US, its vocation to direct the
American continent was reaffirmed by the

treaty signed with Canada and Mexico. How-
ever the differences in development between

the north and south of the continent are too im-
portant to be simply secondary considerations
for much longer.
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Two campaigns

THERE ARE TWO campaigns I
would suggest we need to take up. In
1996 the Inter-Governmental Confer-
ence of the European Union will be
held. Let us start our counter cam-
paign against the logic of Maastricht,
of austerity measures, attacks on the
working class and poor and the racism
and discrimination within the EU
against black and migrant workers
and the treatment of refugees and asy-
lum seekers from the poor countries.

We have another conception of
Europe. Not the bosses’ Europe, not the
capitalist, imperialist Europe but a so-
cial, democratic Europe open to the East
and in solidarity with the Third World.
We must begin to advance this cam-
paign initially of course with our com-
rades in other sections of the Fourth
International in Europe — East and West
—but broaden it to include other parts of
the workers movwement.

Also the campaign for cancellation

KD

ue fo be revats of the pprssed ”

of the Third World Debt. We have had
some experience of this work in the
student movement. Unfortunately it has
not had the same resonance here as it
has had in other parts of Europe notably
Belgium where our comrades are piv-
otal to this campaign.

However we cannot pre-judge the
possibility that it could yet capture the
imagination of young people and oth-
ers. For now we can use our press to
explain the debt and therefore imperial-
ism while making modest initiatives as
well. It is a very real form of solidarity
to call and achieve the cancellation of
the debt, it would make an enormous
difference in peoples lives if that burden
was to be lifted from them.

We have considered the objective
contradictions of capitalism and the
pressing need for its overthrow and re-
placement by a saner, more humane
social and economic order. However
within the Left and also the workers’
movement there is a profound crisis of
credibility in the socialist project. In a
number of his talks and writings over
the last few years, our comrade Ernest
Mandel spoke of three steps that revo-

lutionary socialists need to take to over-
come this crisis of credibility and to
renew our project and vision for society.

First, he was fond of quoting Lenin
(who himself was quoting Napoleon)
who remarked, “‘First start the struggle
and then see!”. We cannot afford the
luxury of reticence or conservatism if

we want our ideas and praxis to make a

meaningful contribution to the shape of
the world we live in.

When we are on the sidelines looking
in on the terrible struggles taking place,
we are often overawed by the strength
of our enemy and our weakness, but by
simply engaging in that battle the rela-
tionship of forces changes. There is no
guarantee that we will emerge the victor
but of course unless and until we inter-
vene — we will never know.

Now more than ever is the time for
combativeness on our part. We know
that capitalism is dragging humanity
down to the depths of barbarism and we
know that we have a superior alternative
called socialism. Let’s say so!

Secondly, Mandel now quoting
Marx reminded us *‘That the educators
themselves need to be educated!”’

We believe that as revolutionaries
we have a better understanding of the
world and we are justifiably proud of
the lessons, triumphs and tragedies of
the workers movement which we share
withy others so that new sectors of
struggle, new generations too may learn
from them. So that they may not repeat
our mistakes.

However we also know that our pro-
gramme is not a holy book which is
either infallible or has the answers to the
questions of all time.

In the explosions of rage that take
place from the Los Angeles uprising to
the valiant Zapatistas in Chiapas, Mex-
ico we take comfort that contrary to the
post-modernist intellectuals not every-
one has given up fighting back. Capital-
ism has not won.

Revolts

THERE WILL continue to be re-
volts of the oppressed which have
contradictory politics and are not
formed in the shape and vocabulary
of our choosing. However it would
be wrong of us to hector them bran-
dishing a pristine pure programme
which is never tested in struggle. We
believe that these movements have
much to teach us as well and are
actors in the making of history.

Thirdly, Mandel stressed over and
over again the categorical imperative
that Marx defined. ‘“We fight for and be
with the oppressed, downtrodden, ex-
ploited and despised, no matter who
they are, where they are and what their
particular struggle may be””.

The way we make our ideas more
popular and accessible than they are is
to demonstrate by example that we have
something to contribute towards the ef-
fective execution and hopefully success
of that struggle. That is how we begin
talking about socialism again, how we
put some content into it which ordinary
people can relate to their everyday lives.
If we do not do so the vacuum is filled
by reactionary oppressive ideologies
like nationalism and religious funda-
mentalism.

In every age, in every society since
the birth of humanity there have been a
small number of people who have been
able to free themselves from the domi-
nant ideology, to look beyond the nar-

row self-serving prejudices of those
around them and aspire for a better sys-
tem.

They have been reviled, persecuted,
ridiculed and killed. However future
generations have hailed them as vision-
aries and innovators who dared to be-
lieve and struggle against the odds for
what they believed in.

We do so now in the hope that those
who join our ranks tomorrow will real-
ise that even when it was unpopular to
do so, others struggled for and had faith
in them, and so too must they struggle
for the socialist future.
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Contradictions in
building Europe

EUROPE APPEARS to be the weakest
pole in the “Triad”. The fundamental
difficulty for the European countries is
building something Europe-wide which
can take up basic functions normally
given to the state. The other poles of the
“Triad” are organised hierarchically
around one nation-state, which remains
the bastion of the dominant groups.

The situation differs in Europe, especially
since the multinationals rarely aspire to func-
tion with a European logic.

The Treaty of Maastricht was, perhaps, the
fastest route to a solution. It was also the most
constraining.

Its failure results not only from underesti-
mating the specific details of national econo-
mies but also from the different balances of

force between the social classes within each of -

those countries making up the European Unigp.

The incohesiveness of the European Union
is shown whenever it finds itself in a confronta-
tion with the other two imperialist powers. The
m orecent GATT taihe —owowsw this plainly.

Europe is playing the game of free trade alone.
The permeability of its economy weakens it
against its competitors.

The imperialist coalition thus has the poten-
tial for internal conflict because of its multiple
imbalances.

Unless it breathes life into a European *‘na-
tionalism”—something which won’t corre-
spond to the interests of the dominant groups,
let alone the peoples—the European bourgeoi-
sies will be solidly set to resort to the more tra-
ditional nationalisms.

East and south

THE WHOLE logic of the world econ-
omy is based on competition between
the countries of the south and east. Not
every country can win at this game.

The main reason is simple arithmetic: the
ability of the economies of the north to take in
products from the south is limited in contrast to
their ability to sell to the south because of so-
cial effects of the north’s success.

In this market the ‘“‘sellers’ are the low-
waged countries which are brought by a seam-

© less logic to maintain their ‘comparative

. advantage’. which rests mainly on their low

wages.

This model is very different from Korea’s
trajectory and it is practically excluded that we
will see new countries arrive, from within the
international division of labour, to any mastery
of the industrial sectors. Any success will be
against neighbouring competitors.

Only China, with a very specific mixture of
ultra-capitalism, the mass peasant economy
and repression, can hope to put in place a more
even and relatively self-centred model.

The same considerations weigh on the resto-
ration process which has opened in the eastern
countries, which is largely determined by the
new arrangements of the world economy. Far
from forming a new frontier, or a limitless
zone of expansion for the accumulation of capi-
tal, the eastern countries in a sense represent a

| burden which international capital is not able to

take up.

The experience of German reunification is
clear evidence of this. Even with a strong politi-
cal will and enormous financial means, assimi-
lation remains a contradictory and difficult
process. This would be even more the case for
countries too poor or too vast to be ready for
such assimilation.

Again, the dominant logic is to chose from
these countries those with sufficient interest
which ~~n in 3 cerrain wav be drawn into capi-

talist Europe. Hungary, the Czech republic and
Poland appear to be the best positioned.

The Yugoslav precedent is a special case,
but the internal tensions obviously were rein-
forced by the different levels of attraction
Europe had for the different parts of Yugosla-
via.

The current
functioning of the

capitalist economy

THE RECESSION at the start of the
1990s proves that the neo-liberal solu-
tions have not put the capitalist
economies on a trajectory like the
1960s.

No successful connection between profits
and outlets has emerged, and the current situ-
ation remains dominated by a relatively new
phenomenon—the conditions for profitability
have been reestablished while growth is being
continuingly restricted.

Today this contradiction takes the form of
growing contradiction between production de-
termined by profitability, and humanity’s most

. urgent needs.
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A WAVE of workers’
struggles and strikes
has broken out since
the election of the
People’s Alliance
government in Sri
Lanka last year. One of
the most dynamic
strikes has been that of
the 300 employees —
almost all of them
women - of the Ceylon
Diamond Company. -

As part of their
campaign for
compensation or
re-employment, six
women from the
locked-out workforce
climbed onto the roof
of the 10 storey
Department of Labour
on hunger strike, and
occupied it for five
days. Their demand:
meet us for
negotiations or we’ll
throw ourselves from
the roof.

Their action brought
widespread support,
was accompanied by
large solidarity
demonstrations and
eventually forced the
General Manager and
the Labour Minister to
meet the workers’
union for negotiations.
GILL LEE interviewed
DHARSHANIE DE
SILVA (Secretary) and
M.I.REYAL of the
Ceylon Diamond
Company Workers’
Union.

Q. Can you describe the
events that led up to the
decision of six of the
women to undertake
their roof top protest.

A. Our struggle began on
the 19th of May when the
287 workers - overwhelm-
ingly women - were dis-
missed by the company.
We were given no reason at
the time, simply locked out.
Later, they gave a variety of
reasons, that some girls had
been stealing diamonds,
that regulations had been
breached: but at the begin-
ning they didn’t say any of
that.

For two months we tried to
get negotiations. The women
and their families were in a very
desperate state. The wages we
had been earning — between
2,500 and 6,000 rupees (£35 -
£75) per month were some-
times the only incomes the
families had and the jobs were
very important to us.

On the 24th of July we
were supposed finally to geta
meeting with the General
Manager of the Company.

We’d spoken to the Labour -

Minister because we couldn’t
the G.M to talk to us and we
were promised he would turn
up. He didn’t show.

We were very frustrated.
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Fighlihg back: strikeis from the Ceylon Diamond Company in the more peaceful surroundings of their union office

Sri Lanka rocked by strike wave

Angry women

We’d been picketting and put-
ting up posters for two months
and we weren’t getting any-
where. So six of us climbed
up onto the roof of the Labour
Department. It was very hot
and women were fainting.
We stayed up there for five
days and we were ready to
throw ourselves off.

The rest of the workforce
were blocking the entrance to
the Department of Labour and
members of the public and
other workers were joining
the demonstrations. Eventu-
ally we forced the General
Manager to come to the La-
bour Department and he and
the Labour Minister and the
Labour Commissioner had
discussions with our repre-
sentatives.

It was abig victory that we’d
forced him to meet with us.

Q. What support have
you had for the strike?

A. It was fantastic during-

the time we were on the
roof - the public were very
supportive. Even the po-
lice who’d come to clear
the demonstrators were
sympathetic ~ one of them
was married to one of the
women,

We had lots of help from
United Labour Federation
(NSSP-led union). They
helped us get money from
other workers and helped us
achieve a settlement. &.

We had been in the All
Ceylon Commercial and In-
dustrial Workers Union

'(LSSP-led), but they didn’t do

Frr Rt res X o«

anything to help us. While
women on the roof were faint-
ing in the heat and ended up
in hospital, the General Secre-
tary did nothing to help - just
shouted at us. He didn’t take
any action to force the com-
pany to negotiate

Q. What were the de-
tails of the agreement
that was reached as a re-
sult of your action?

A. We wanted them to re-
open the factory and reem-
ploy all the old workforce.
They haven’t agreed to
that. Originally they said
they wanted it completely
closed, then they said they
would re-open it and
wanted to choose two hun-

A masswe 97 5 pement oi
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 This, in the case of China,
is in a country where there is

 a strict one child policy, and
whera aborﬁan has becomn ‘

hit the roof

dred of the original work-
force to reemploy.

We weren’t having that —
we weren’t going to let them
choose who could get their
jobs back. So we said that they
should compensate all the

‘workers for losing their jobs.

They also owe us for the last
month we’d worked before
the lockout and we want to be
paid for the two months of the
lock out.

If they're going to re-em-
ploy workers, we have alist of
two hundred, including 187 of
the original workforce, who
want the jobs and we’ve pre-
sented it to them. They’ve got
21 days to come up with our
compensation money and
they’re now saying that they
can’t afford to pay it.

So we’ve said they should
give us our jobs back.

They’re trying to draw out
the situtation to lower the re-
sistance of the women.
Things are very desperate.
Even finding the money for
transport from where we live
to the office we’re campaign-
ing from is very hard. Despite
these problems most of the
workers are sticking round the
dispute. We won’t give up,
we’ll fight to the last.

W Messages of support/ do-
nations should be sent to:
Ceylon Diamonds A&C
International (Private)
Limited c/o United Federa-
tion of Labour, Nol17 Bar-
rack Lane, Colombo 2, Sri
Lanka.

Zone of
women’s
misery

Women working in Sri
Lanka’s tree trade
zones face a variety of
oppression and mal-

treatment.

Although Sri Lankan
women retain their dowry,
they have to have a dowry
to get married.

Many women in the zone
work intensely hard in or-
der to get together their
dowry money. This means
that they can be slow to re-
sist appalling conditions -

- but they can also be very

radical when threatened
with loss of jobs.

It is common for divorce
to be granted on grounds of
women not seen to be vir-
gins on consummation of
marriage.

The women sleep in
shifts in dormitories, facing
a high incidence of rape.
They are seen as ‘bad
women’ in their home vil-
lages, and women are fre-
quently tricked out of dowry
money by men who make a
speciality out of relation-
ships with women who
work in free trade zone.

The largest source of for-
eign revenue in Sri Lanka is
remittances from workers
in the Middie East, many of .
them married women.

Care of children in Sri
Lanka is by extended family
structure, which allows .
women to be superexploi-
ted as domestic servants in
the Middle East.

Home working isalso
widespread. Outside Kandy
women work making ‘local’
cigareties - they’re paid 75
rupees (£1) per day for
hand rolling 1,000 ciga-
rettes, which sell for 0.5 ru-
pees each. In fact the
‘local’ rolling leaf is im-
ported from India.

M United Federation of
Women,Chandrani
Jayasinghe, 143/3,
Colombo, Sri Lanka,

- has campaigned

against rape, for legali-
sation of abortion, de-
criminalisation of
prostitution as well as
in support of groups of
women workers.

‘ uitrasound to disclose the sex

ofachild. =~
However- sex-selection
abortions continue as the

centuries-old preference for
- sons is bolstered by changing
_sconomic circumstances

around the country.

. The break up of the coliec-
> tive farms has led to many

R

What has been happemng
to Chi “eseglrls’?

rural families feeling the need -
" to have male children to per-
. petuate the family name and

 inherit the property. Boys are

_ ability to do farm labou

The reduction in pension
benefits for. the elderly has
made them more dependent
on their families and sons for

support.

There has atéo been female
infanticide and the abandon-
ment, starvation and neglect

_ of girls.. Newspapers recently

reported. that one couple in

tural China had five girls and

drowned each in succession.

abandoned, aborted, mur-

 dered and neglected girls has
only been raised when it is

posed as a problem.for men

. getting brides — which s dis-
- crimination in itself. .

cerned -about the issue be-
cause of the fear of men who
may have difficulty finding a
wife. Women are still not part
of the. picture”, said Gu: Bao-
chang of the China Population
Information: and Research
Centre.

However the problem of

“People become con-

MOOTLNO ada1doMm




l SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 89, September 9 1995, Page 10

WORLD OUTLOOK

By Simon Deville

MARKING THE first anni-
versary of the IRA cease-
fire, leading republican

" Martin McGuinness ad-

dressed a rally of around
three hundred people in
Trafalgar Square, .

All the speakers echoed the
message of the Sinn Fein lead-
ership. One year on and the
British government is holding
up the “peace process”, even
to the extent of threatening the
process altogether.

Britain is dragging its feet
over the release of political
prisoners, and at the same
time its insistence on the de-
commissioning of republican
weapons is proving a barrier to
all party talks.

The placards and slogans at
the rally demanded the release
of all political prisoners -
“Clegg out - all out!”, and for
“Peace talks now!”.

This rally demonstrated
some of the central contradic-
tions in republican thinking.

A leading member of Sinn
Fein was quoted in New
Statesman outlining the re-
publican strategy. “Adams has
spoken of not permitting a
veto to the Unionists while
stating their consent is neces-
sary”. In other words the Un-
ionists must agree to a
settlement, but this will not be
called a veto.

The SDLP share this view
astheirchairman Mark Durkan

explains “the positive quality
of [Unionist] consent should
not be seen as a veto”

Veto

Apparently “the republi-
cans have entered a wider alli-
ance by dropping what the
British didn’t like”. Though it is
not clear exactly what the Brit-
ish didn’t like, imperialists
don’t tend to like anti-imperial-
ist demands.

Martin McGuinness insists
that Sinn Fein still demands an
end to British rule “..we wanta
united Ireland. But I'm pre-
pared to negotiate all of these
things with the Unionist peo-
ple and the British govern-
ment... What we can't
negotiate is our opinion that
British jurisdiction must end.”

The current position would
imply that in such “all party
talks” British imperialism and
the Unionists would have an
in-built majority, and the Un-
ionists would not be forced
into any settlement they didn’t
agree with (though this
wouldn't be called a veto).

The republican leadership
are demanding such talks,
provided they are allowed to
keep their opinions. The only
way this could take the strug-
gle against partition forward
would be if the nationalists
could convince British imperi-
alism to stop being imperial-
ists, and the Unionists to stop
being Unionists.

The other stumbling block
to talks is the question of de-

Just who is demilitarising

commission arms. Gerry
Adams has complained that
the British government was
trying to “win victory through
stalemate that it could not get
through conflict... it is deliber-
ately trying to sow disillusion
and dissent within the republi-
can ranks”.

The British government are
openly demanding a de-com-
missioning of arms as a trade
off for the release of republican
prisoners, which the republi-
can leadership have not par-
ticularly objected to in
principle.

One sided

Given the release of Lee
Clegg and the capitulation to

Ireland after a year of ‘peace’

Y

the Unionist marches recently,
the one sided nature of these
demands is obviously causing
disquiet within the republican
ranks. Even the demand
“Clegg out - all out” implies
that British armed forces have
just as much right to shoot
civilians as oppressed people
have to fake up arms against
imperialism.

By embracing the “nation-
alist family” the Sinn Fein lead-
ership are in danger of
becoming no different from
the “constitutional national-
ists” of the SDLP or the south-
ern bourgeoisie.

Nearly a quarter a century
of often heroic armed struggle
has failed as a strategy and left
the republicans in an ex-

tremely weakened position.

To attempt to go back to
that failed strategy would be
extremely difficult now even if
it were desirable. To see the
only alternative as areturntoa
Stormont in which nationalists
are a minority would be a dis-
aster.

The only lasting solution
will come from those who
have a real interest in fighting
against imperialism and for
class unity - the Irish and Brit-
ish working class.

To place hopes ina solution
to the Irish national question
coming from the Southern
bourgeoisie or from British or
US imperialism would be to
sow illusions in an impossible
utopia.

After 50 years of ‘independence’

Vietham banks on capitalism

By K.Govindan

SEPTEMBER 2 marks the
fiftieth year of Vietnam’s
declaration of inde-
pendence from French co-
lonialism. However July
1995 may turn out to be
more important in future
years.

That month witnessed two
events of importance for Viet-
nam’s present economic and
political course.

First, the United States an-
nounced full diplomatic rela-
tions with the country its
bombs had ravaged. Last Feb-
ruary the Clinton Administra-
tion_lifted the embargo on
trade between the countries,
also enabling Vietnam to have
access to loans from interna-
tional financial institutions
which are dominated by the
United States.

That same month the stri-
dently anti-communist Asso-
ciation of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) admitted
’Communist’ Vietnam into
membership of the regional
bloc. In many ways this move
is far more difficult for the pro
Western capitalist countries
than Vietnam which was
shunned against its will, iso-

lated by a US trade embargo
and censured for its interven-

tion in Cambodia to oust the

Khmer Rouge.

Trade between Vietnam
and other ASEAN countries
has been rising steadily ever
since it embarked on doi moi
Or economic renovation in
1986. In the early 1980’s 70-
80 per cent of its imports
originated from, and 50-60
per cent of its exports went to
Eastern bloc countries.

By 1993 35 per cent of Vi-
etnam’s trade was with other
south east asian countries and
much of the foreign invest-
ment comes from within the
region too.

USSR

Vietnam’s one billion ruble
annual subsidy by the USSR
was cut off after the August
1990 putsch. It had to look for
investment capital externally
because it had - and has - no
capitalist class to speak of.

Certz@nly the embryo of
that class exists in-the local
agents for joint venture
schemes that are mandatory
under law. They are party cad-
& in the peoples committees,
army officials, state bureau-
crats and in petty commodity
production, the ethnic Chi-

nese minority.

What is aimed at is for for-
eign capitalists to “‘piggy
back’’ their agents by passing
on technology and skills and
of course profits.

Neat theory, pity about re-
ality.

The Vietnamese Commu-
nist Party believes that the
State can substitute itself for a
national capitalist class, blind
to the reality that such a class
is in formation and must even-
tually challenge the Party’s
monopoly on political power.

In the export processing
zones, Taiwan, Hong Kong
and South Korea are the top
three foreign investors in-
volved in everything from
textiles and chemicals to elec-
tronics. They are not permit-
ted to sell to the local market,
although this is changing.
Presently the attraction is a
low waged, literate and ‘pas-
sive’ workforce.

Disciplined by the state run
trade unions the factory own-
ers need not fear labour unrest
and strikes which though not
illegal are actively discour-
aged by the “‘business union-
ism”’ style of union officials.

The pressures on the work-
ers to be submissive are great.
Official unemployment is

their ranks are swelled daily
not only by the [.3 million
new entrants to the labour
force annually but also the
millions thrown of the land
who migrate for work to the
cities and those made fired by
state enterprises.

These state owned con-
cerns are being "privatised’ by
managers who steal assets and
take machinery and land
transforming themselves into
individual capitalists.

Private sector

It is no wonder that the pri-
vate sector’s share of gross
domestic production has risen
to 45 per cent of the total when
half of the state enterprises
around before the reforms
have been closed down.

The investment is also un-
evenly spread. Presently the
bulk of foreign capital is con-
centrated within two indus-
trial triangles: Hanoi - Hai
Phong - Ha Long in the north
and Ho Chi Minh - Bien Hoa
- Vung Tau in the south.

Ideologues for the reforms
point to the decrease in abso-
luie poverty from 70 per cent
of the population to 51 per
cent as proof of its success.
However they gloss over the
widening income differences.

The average income of the
richest 20 per cent of house-
holds is now six times greater
than that of the poorest 20 per
cent.

In an interview with the
Party newspaper Nhan Dan
(The People) on December
4th 1993, CP General Secre-
tary Do Muoi was uncon-
cerned, ‘‘the fact that a section
of the population is getting
rich faster than the majority is
in conformity with laws and
necessary for the common ad-
vance”’.

The social consequences of
the laws of the market and the
common advance into exploi-
tation and domination by
global capitalism has been de-
scribed elsewhere by Michel
Chossudovsky (International
Viewpoint February 1995).

They include the growing
urban-rural divide; hunger
among the peasantry when
Vietnam is a net exporter of
rice; charges for health care
and education; prostitution
and corruption.

Thirty years ago cold war
theorists spoke of the domino
effect in south east asia fear-
ing that ’communism’ would
topple unpopular regimes.

Many forgot that dominos
fall either way.

What's
Happening

September

Day of first French
nuclear test

PROTEST outside French Em-

bassy 58 Knightsbridge, Lon-
don W1

Saturday after first

French nuclear test
CND national demonstration
London tef 0171 700 2393

Fri8

BOSNIA solidarity campaign
meeting 7.30pm with Billy
Pye and Geoff Ryan Bolton -
Socialist Club, Wood Street

Sat$g

SCHOOL-STUDENTS confer-
ance sponsored by Notting-
ham FACE 12 noon to

4.00pm International Commu-
nity Centre, just past the Vic-
toria Centre, Mansfield Road.
Details phone 0115 9654428.

IRELAND and the trade un-
ions conference Manchester.

Tues 12 _
LOBBY of the TUC 11am The
Level Brighton

Mon 18

STOP deportation of the
Onibiyo family details of pro-
test from Lambeth UNISON
on 0171737 2134

Sat 23
LANDMINES day of action de-
tails phone/fax 01296 632056

Sat 30

FACE demonstration meet
12.30 Victoria Embankment
for march to Hyde park

October

Fri13

CELEBRATE the life of Ernest
Mandel rally at Friends House
Euston 7.00pm to 9.00pm
with speaker including Dun-
can Hallas (SWP), Catherine
Samary (USFI), and Charlie
Van Gelderen (Socialist Out-
look). Tickets £4 or £2
(UB40, students) from Ernest
Mandel Memorial Fund, PO
Box 1109, London N4 2UU

Sat 14

SYMPQSIUM on the marx-
ism of Ernest Mandel
10.30am to 4.30pm central
London speakers include
Duncan Hallas, Charlie Van
Gelderen and others
NATIONAL protest against im-
migration detention centres

AFRICA in the world celebra-
tion Details Simon Katzen-
lenbogen 0161 275 3112

Sun 15

COMEDY night for London .
Hospital campaigns 7.30pm
Wimbledom Theatre SW9: Jo
Brand, Mark Thomas, Arthur
Smithtel 0181 540 0362

Sat 28

TUC demenstration: Unite
against racism. meet 12
noon Platt Fields for march
to Albert Square. Leaflet
from Kay Carbury at TUC on
0171636 4030

November
Sat 25

STOP hospital closures con-
ference sponsored by London
Health Emergency 11.00am

running at 17 per cent and to 4'00ﬁm Malet St. London.
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Why we
fight for
the right
of return

The lightning invasion by
Croatia of the Serb-held Kra-
jina area, and the sub-
sequent flight of hundreds of
thousands of Serb refugees,
have again raised the issue
of what stand socialists
should take on Krajina.

Socialist Outlook has consis-
tently recognised that the seces-
sion of Krajina from Croatia was
not an act of self-determination,
but an act of pan-Serbian agres-
sion against Croatia.

The self styled “Autonomous
Republic of Krajina” was never a
genuine independent entity. it
was an extension of Serbia, act-
ing as a springboard for further ag-
gression against Croatia and
Bosnia. It did not even represent
the majority of Serbs in Croatia,
many of whom fought alongside
Croats in support of mixed com-
munities, such as Vukovar and
Dubrovnik.

We therefore recognise the
right of the Croatian government
to reintegrate the Krajina region
into Croatia, and to enabie the re-
turn of thousands of Croats forc-
ibly expelled from the region.

But this does not necessarily
imply support for the methods
used by the Croatian armed
forces..

Any expulsions, murders,
rapes or other atrocities must be
completely condemned. All social-
ists must raise the demand for the
right of all refugees, from what-
ever community, to return to their
homes.

This is a basic right. It does not
depend upon their reason for de-
parture—whether they were forc-
ibly expelled at gunpoint, fled in
fear, left because their neigh-
bours had gone, or any other rea-
son. We must also continue to
demand the right of asylum in Brit-
ain for all victims of the conflict.

Embittered

The new wave of refugees has
grave implications for Bosnia and
other parts of former Yugoslavia.
Tens of thousands of embittered
Serb refugees are being resettied
in central Bosnia, bringing re-
newed efforts to expel as many as
12,000 Croats and 40,000 Mus-
lims from Banja Luka.

There are also reports of refu-
gees being resettied in Kosovo, al-
ready partially incorporated into -
Serbia, thus further destabilising
this potential flashpoint and raising
the fears of massive counter-expul-
sions of Albanians and others from
the Serb-controlled areas, and of
the widening of the war.

Far from indicating an impend-
ing end to the war, the develop-
ments since the Croatian
reoccupation of Krajina threaten
to intensify and widen it.

Ultra-nationalists are increas-
ingly in the ascendant in Croatia,
Bosnia and Greater Serbia. The
need to support the forces of multi-
ethnicism is stringer than ever.

The demands for lifting the
arms embargo, and for the right of
the Bosnian government and peo-
ple to defend themselves against
genocide and ethnic cleansing,
must be raised throughout the la-
bour movement in Britain.

By Pierre Rousset

THERE IS A very deep fear
about the nuclear threat
and a general sentiment
that nothing in the present
world situation justifies
maintaining nuclear weap-
ons.

Within two weeks of Chi-
rac’s decision, some 80 or-
ganisations — political
parties, trades unions, envi-
ronmental groups, NGOs —
agreed a common appeal to
demand and end to nuclear
tests and French signature of
the Comprehensive test ban
Treaty.

For the first time in a dec-
ade, the conditions are very
favourable. Ten years ago, at
the time of the terrorist bomb-
ing [by the French government
of the Greenpeace ship] Rain-
bow Warrior, the international
reaction was very big, but

Greenpeace (France) was
completely broken by the
French secret service.

Stopping the nuclear tests
will be extremely difficult to
win. Chirac has put all his
presidential authority on the
line. Here we have a huge
question of democracy: one
man can make a decision full
of incalculabie consequences
for humanity

The nuclear tests raise the
question: will be 21st century
be nuclear? We know all the
nuclear powers want to keep
nuclear weapons, but the ma-
jority of countries (and people)
want to see nuclear weapons
destroyed. That's why we de-
mand in the appeal an imme-
diate signing of the test ban
treaty.

No European government
will risk a serious falling out
with the French government.
They know that the French and
the British are using the fact
that they alone have nuclear
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French campaign
against HiroChirac

¥R
MANIALC
CHIRAL

Sydney, Australia, protest on Hiroshima Day drew hundreds

weapons to strengthen their
position in Europe. Only if
mass movements develops

the diplomatic isolation of -

Paris can be very great.
Over the summer we aimed

to convert the appeal into a
mass petition, with more than
100 component organisations
doing its best to have the ap-
peal signed as widely as pos-
sible. This will put us in a

potion to react massively at the
time of the first test.

B Pierre Rousset edits
Rouge, the French Fourth
Internationalist weekly.

Remember Tuzla’s Serbs

Despite the best efforts
of the British media to
give the impression
that all Bosnian Serbs
are in favour of a
Greater Serbia, a
significant minority of
Bosnian Serbs remain
opposed.

Tuzla—currently under
attack from supporters
of the Greater Serbia
chauvinist
project—contains a
considerable Serbian
population. The same is
true of Sarajevo.

We publish an
interview with a leader
of the Tuzla Serbs to
present the side of the
story supporters of
ethnic partition would
prefer kept quiet.

TUZLA~"The Serbs are
the key to peace in the for-
mer Yugoslavia," says
Miso Bozic, the chair of
Tuzla’s Serbian union.

‘“The current Serbian lead-
ers, Milosevic in Serbia itself
and Karadzic, the leader of
rebel forces in Bosnia, are
both following a policy that
puts the notion of a Great Ser-
bia above all other considera-
tions.”

“‘Such a policy is outright
fascist. It is based on war
crimes, repression and dthnic
cleansing. Along with similar
tendencies in Croatian policy,

this has led to there now being
more than two million Bos-
nian refugees.”

The ethnic cleansing pol-
icy, in Milo Bozic’s view, is
not going to lead to peace but
to endless conflicts. The ob-
jective for the Serbian union
in Tuzla and for similar un-
ions all over Bosnia is, there-
fore, to develop another kind
of policy; one built upon un-
derstanding among the na-
tions.

Tuzla’s Serbian union rep-
resents the city’s Serbian
population. Before the war
broke out, about 33,000 Serbs
lived in Tuzla, 30 per cent of
its 110,000 inhabitants.

But when the war began
things became more con-
fused. Fear and insecurity
were widespread. Many Serbs
left the city.

The union was set up with
strictly political objectives.
Bozic stresses: ‘“We do not
want to fight for the Serbs’
social rights. Here in Tuzla
we have political parties for
that. We want to fight for our
political rights.”

In Bosnia there is a long
tradition of peaceful co-exist-
ence, of “harmonious divi-
sion”.

When Tuzla was occupied
by the Croatian Ustashi
movement during the Second
World War, the Serbs and
Jews were protected by their
Muslim neighbours. Tuzla
was the only area under Us-
tashi control where the
slaughter of Jews and Serbs
was prevented.

When Bosnia became part
of Yugoslavia, all three popu-

lations were given equality.
The constitution said explic-
itly that Bosnia should be the
homeland of three equal
groups—the Serbs, the Croats
and the Muslims.

The new federation agree-
ment, accepted on the basis of
a US initiative, does not men-
tion the Serbs as a population
group equal to the other two.

Therefore the Serbs in
Tuzla now have to fight on
three fronts.

First, they are fighting the
Chetniks. They have proposed
that Serbs should form their
own battalions on the front, but
this has been rejected by the
Muslim government.

Second, they are fighting
to be recognised by the inter-
national community.

Third, they are fighting in-
ternally for equality with Bos-
nia’s other nationalities.

Together with Serbs in
other parts of Bosnia that are

under the control of the Bos-
nian government’s army,
Tuzla’s Serbs have formed a
consultative council. The first
meeting of this council in
Sarajevo in 1994 represented
about 200,000 Serbs. The
council also has contacts with
Serbian nationalists.

Miso Bozic and the other
representatives of Tuzla’s
Serb’s are bitter about the in-
ternational community’s
view of Karadzic as the only
representative of the Bosnian
Serbs.

Only building an alterna-
tive to Milosevic and
Karadzic, giving all the Serbs
an opportunity to choose
sides, can bring real peace.

But the problem has been
that these forces, like the
peace forces in general, have
had great difficulty in meet-
ing, in being able to discuss
together, and in putting views
forward.

Miso Bozic has been in
Germany and talked with
many emigres and refugees:
*“In general, they didn’t know
anything about the real situ-
ation”’.

But he takes a hopeful
view: ‘‘we are soon going to
have the ability to appeal di-
rectly to the entire world.
Tuzla is soon going to get a
satellite station that the Ser-
bian nationalists cannot jam”.

“So, we are developing

contacts with other opposition
groups in Serbia. Soon, we
will send a delegation of
Tuzla Serbs to Belgrade itself
in order to discuss with oppo-
sition parties”’.
[This interview was con-
ducted by Vagn Ras-
mussen and published in
Internationalen, the Swed-
ish Fourth Internationalist
paper.]
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Bosnia: no to

NATO hombings

Lift Arms

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK is opposed to
NATO’s bombing of Bosnian
Serbs. The objective is not to lib-
erate or unite Bosnia, but to en-
force its partition.

The latest imperialist ‘peace’ plan
involves handing 49 per cent of
Bosnia to the Serbs, making the
rest a Croatian dependency.

Unlike some who have denounced the
bombing —such as MPs Tony Benn and Tam
Dalyell — we do so as defenders of Bosnia.
We have always defended the right of the
people of Bosnia to secede from former
Yugoslavia and to create an independent,
multi-ethnic Bosnian state. Many of the Brit-
ish left, by refusing to ‘take sides’ in what
they dismiss as a ‘civil war’, in essence,
support the Greater Serbia project.

We understand why residents of Sarajevo
cheered NATO planes dropping bombs. Af-
ter suffering 4 years of siege, bombardment,
and being denied weapons to defend them-
selves, such a reaction is hardly surprising.

NATO’s bombs have been dropped on
people living in the areas controlled by
Karadzic. Many Bosnian Serb civilians have
been killed. However, main objective of the
military action has been to repress and in-
timidate those muslims, Serbs and Croats
committed to fighting for an independent,
multi-ethnic Bosnia.

NATO ‘solution’

NATO’s actions are designed, despite
Michael Portillo’s denials, to force a ‘diplo-
matic solution’.

‘They are also designed to head off crjti-
cism in the West, particularly in the United

States, of the continuing arms embargo on
Bosnia, and resolve the differences between
the imperialist powers. That is why the
United States has asserted itself as the archi-
tect of the current bombing campaign. Bos-
nian Serbs have been killed to prop up
Clinton’s flagging credibility

Far from being designed to preserve
multi-ethnic Bosnia the NATO bombing
campaign aims to force the acceptance of the
latest ‘plan’ which, in common with all its
predecessors, aims at the carve-up of Bos-
nia.

All the signs are that, perhaps under some
pressure from Serbian President Milosevic,
the leaders of the so-called Bosnian Serb
Republic would be willing to negotiate a
settlement which tinkers with dividing lines
but leaves them controlling 49 per cent of
Bosnia. NATO’s bombing campaign is to
warn those in Bosnia who want to continue
to fight for an independent multi-ethnic state
that they will get no support.

The bombing is also intended to
strengthen those forces in the Bosnian gov-
ernment who are prepared to accept parti-
tion into a Bosnian Serb area — which will
probably include the supposed ‘safe haven’
of Gorazde - and a Croat-Muslim federa-
tion.

Oddly, given western demonisation of
Islam, this is an intervention designed to
bolster up the most Islamist currents against
the defenders of secularism. Itis an interven-
tion in support of Bosnian President lzetbe-
govic and Foreign Minister Sacirbey against
Prime Minister Haris Silajdic.

Yet it is not as odd as it seems. Clearly
the ‘rising star’ in the Bosnian government
is Sacirbey who, as former ambassador to
the United Nations, clearly has the strongest
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ties to the United States. Sacirbey and
Milosevic (who also has strong personal ties
with the U.S.) are clearly seen as the best
vehicles for implementing a solution in the
interests of U.S. imperialism. Those who
continue to argue for a multi-ethnic Bosnia
are seen an obstacle. to western plans

Over the summer Silajdic briefly resigned
in. protest at attempts by Izetbegovic and
Sacirbey to force through a constitutional
change reserving the post of President for a
Muslim. Significantly Silajdic was backed by
much of the army. In the Tuzla region every
single military commander supported Sila-
jdic’s continued insistence on a multi-ethnic
Bosnia. It was no doubt this military support
that persuaded him to withdraw his resigna-
tion. NATO’s bombing campaign aims to
isolate these forces in favour of the Realpoli-
tik of carving up Bosnia.

Swallowing up

The division of Bosnia between a Serb
area and the Muslim-Croat federation will
eventually lead to the swallowing up of Bos-
nia between Croatia and Serbia — though the
bombing campaign no doubts also serves to
remind Milosevic and Tudjman of Croatia
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that they should allow a decent interval to
pass before embarking. on such ambitions.
The ultimate losers will be the Bosnian Mus-
lims, despite the intentions of lzetbegovic
and Sacirbey.

Yet, in-many ways, the biggest victims of
NATO'’s offensive will be the hundreds of
thousands of Serbs who have remained loyal
to a multi-ethnic Bosnia.

There will be no place for them in a
Muslim-Croat federation, particularly a fed-
eration swallowed up by Tudjman. Nor will
‘Greater Serbia’ offer much of a prospect.

In the long run only the overthrow of
Tudjman and Milosevic by the Croatian and
Serbian working classes can bring about a
solution.

In the meantime socialists stand with all
those forces resisting the carve-up of Bosnia.
We stand for the right of the people of
Bosnia to preserve an independent multi-
ethnic state.

That means total opposition to the
NATO bombings and a continued campaign
for lifting the arms embargo so that the
people of Bosnia can-defend themselves and
determine their own future.
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