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No ideas,

no principles, no socialism

Time for the
bosses’ second

eleven?

Last week’s Labour conference was a sickening spectacle. Empty
platitude followed stomach-turning platitude, as the conference
was turned into one long photo-opportunity for the Shadow
Cabinet.

But singing ‘We Shall Overcome’ or “‘We are the champtions of the
world’ couldn’t hide the basic fact: Kinnockism has no answers and no
policy for change: it has all the substance of the middle of a Polo mint.

Kinnock has just one idea: to repackage the party into an acceptable
face for the establishment, and thus get elected. Behind the the stage-sets

and double-breasted suits there is nothing to meet the crisis of British
capitalism or the problems facing working people.

Labour conferences in future will have to assess the fate of Kinnockite
new realism; that fate is either to go down to defeat or to instal the most
right wing Labour government ever.

Either way, a protracted media stunt is too feeble to push socialism off
the agenda for long; Kinnock’s ‘Opportunity Britain’ will go the same way
as Harold Wilson'’s ‘white heat of the technological revolution’ - into the
dustbin. The the left will be back, and socialism with it.
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Labour Conference ’91

Proving themselves to

the City

by Sean Tunney
‘Labour Party Conference is
in Brighton this week — un-
less they decide to change
that as well’. So read the
Tory posters surrounding

last week’s conference.
Labouraredesperateto show

‘ capitalism that it is safe. john

Smith, instead of making
pmmises on’squ cezing therich
until the pips squeak’, is having
more City lunches than you or I
have had hot dinners. In addi-
tion, Walworth Road’s” purge
on the left has dramatically
gathercd pace. The whole con-
ference was stage managed to
an unprccodcnted degree.

Yet as Kinnock races Major to
the centre ground, so there
needs to be something to
separate Tweedledum from
Tweedledee. What was the ‘big
idea’ which would galvanise
the party, which we all told
would beunveiled in Kinnock's

speech? Old style welfarism.
‘Labour will modernise the
Health Service. The Tories will
privatise it said Kinnock. And
it was not just the NHS that
Labour pledged to defend. On
Friday, Bryan Gould an-
nounced a house building
programme for the homeless.
And there were pledges on pen-

sions and benefits.

At the same time we heard

On Walton
Lesley Mahmood:

“Eric Heffer was elected on
the programme of 47 sur-
charged councillors. We
would have betrayed his
legacy if we hadn’t stood. We
had absolutely no choice but
to defend the policy ofthe 47’

Tony Benn:

‘I reject the idea that a can-
didate should have stood
against Kilfoyle. He was fair-
ly elected to stand. People
should stay and organise in
the Labour Party not leave it

On socialists and
the Labour Party

Peter Taaffe :

“This conference is totally
unrelated to the real mood in
the country.

‘Wearcnot about to engage
in any ultra-left adventure.
But we are not going to be
held back by burecaucrats. If
that means working outside
the Labour Party, then so be
it.”

‘Il wager that Terry Fields
and Dave Nellist will stand in
the election whatever hap-
pens.’

‘We will not stand still .4
above all in Scotland ... If the

What they said

sentative of the interests of

leadershiparenot prepared to
fight the SN, then make way
for those that will.

‘If every Militant supporter
is expelled, then so be it.’

Tony Benn:

‘We hear from the media ...
An entirely new Labour Party
has been born.’

‘At the very moment when
the socialist banners ... have
been banned, you listen to the
speeches — it'’s all reappear-
ing. The number of speeches
about the rich and poor ...
we’ve had pledges on
health...education..and hous-
ing. Where's the money com-
ing from? .... You cannot
tackle any of these problems
on the basis of a market
economy’

‘What 1 am saying is the
Labour Party hasn’t changed
at all. It is still the only repre-

those who work for a living..”

“What socialists inside and
outside the LabourParty have
to be associated with is those
policies which answer .... the
biggest crisis capitalism has
faced since 1945

‘People will ask .... whatdo
Labour Party Socialists think.
That's what going to make the
Labour Party Socialists the
largest group in the Labour
Party.”
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the familiar refrain from Mar-
garct Beckett on Monday that
all these pledges will be met as.
the ‘economy -will allow’. The
point is that the economy won't
allow. Even the industries
privatised since 1979 are not
going to go back into public
hands.

Moreover, this week saw the
confirmation that Labour
policy will be for full European
economic union. This gives a
clue as to what Labour’sanswer
will be to the massive crisis it
will face if it returns to govern-
ment after the election.

It will use the structures im-
posed on it by full integration
into Europe to impose austerity
measures and wage restraint.

Clearly, the Labour leader-
shipregards the retention of the
anti-union laws as crucial.

However, even the agreed
implementation of a national
minimum wage will be rejected
by a large proportion of
employers. It will need strike
action combined with secon-
dary picketing to implement
this miserly minimum wage.
Where will the trade union
movement stand then?

Other decisions taken at con-
ference this week were in-
tended to stifle opposition to
this in the Labour Party.
Proposals are to be voted
through next year on the new
Policy Forum.

They are designed to take
power away from the unions
and constituencies and giveitto
the Parliamentary Labour
Party. A campaign needs to be
Jaunched to fight them. Never-
theless, it needs to be restated
that although the power of the
block vote has been reduced, it
still remains.

Trade union dissent will find
its expression in the Labour
Party. The job of socialists will
be to channel that dissent. So
the left needs to fight both the
witch-hunt and the demoralisa-
tion on the Labour left.

But equally, we should not
wait for a possible Labour vic-
tory to start organising around
policies which advance the left
and defend workers. The newly
launched campaign Socialists

for Labour gives us an excellent
chance to raise these policies in
the election campaign.

Other ecisions
of Conference

NEC elections
The results were not the disaster for the left that the media were predicting.
Although Gerald Kaufman was elected, Skinner's vote went up by 14,000, to
put him third. Benn's vote went down by 9,000.

Some on the left shed crocodile tears for the loss of Jo Richardson. The

| truth is that her recent positions had made it untenable for the left to vote

for her, while the right dropped her. But, the fact that both the CLP and the
Trade Union sections elected only men was a massive argument for the
need for quotas with power.
in the reserved women's seats, the three left-wing women candidates
gained credible votes, considering that they had little union backing. This
was especially true of Leonora Lioyd who came runner up with 506,000
votes.
Nuclear power .
Arthur Scargill proposed a motion which argued for the phasing out of nuclear
power in fifteen years. This was defeated. A motion supporting the use of
nuclear power was also narrowly defeated. '
The Pergamon strikers )
A motion opposing Maxwell's sacking of 23 NUJ members was passed
overwhelmingly on a show of hands. The conference also called on him to
‘concede the principle of re-employment' by giving the 23 two years' back-pay.
Free trade unions
The only motion attempting to unshackle the trade unions from the Tory
anti-union laws was defeated without a real discussion.
Women's representation
It was decided that only by 1995 will women need to hold at least 40% of the
posts at decision-making levels of the party, although the PLP will be exempt
from even this. CLPs will be required to send women to conference at least
every other year. ~
However, the resolution that womens’ places on the NEC should be
elected by Labour Women’s conference was remitted. This makes the
decisions tokenism. It ensures that the women voted onto the NEC are still
not accountable to women in the Party.
Freedom of information
A Labour government would bring in a Freedom Of Information Act. There
would also be a statutory right of reply to ‘factual innaccuracies’ in the press.
Racism
Conference moved to ‘monitor’ racism within Europe and to push for the
fiberalisation of immigration controls ‘within the spirit of civil liberties’.
Disabled people
A motion was passed to introduce a bill of rights for disabled people, and to
‘take measures’ against discrimination against deaf and hearing impaired
eople.
{)Jnc%rroboraled convictions and the Tottenham Three
There was unanimous conference backing for an independent inquiry into the
cases of the Tottenham Three and an end to convictions based on uncor-
roborated confessions.
Marital rape
A motion was passed to calt on a Labour government to criminalise rape within
marriage. )
Sara Thornton
Conference supported a ‘review’ of Sara Thomton’s case and those of other
women jailed for killing violent partners.

* Regional Assemblies

Conference agreed with the proposal for Regional Assemblies, first for Scot-
land then for Wales and the English regions.

Local government i

Conference voted down a motion to rescind surcharge and disqualification. It
also opposed a motion congratulating the Anti-Poll Tax Federation, which also
called for the softening of current implementation of Poll Tax.

NHS

Motions were passed asking for the next Labour government to dismantie the
NHS internal markets and return opted-out hospitals to the NHS. It was also
agreed to ‘consider’ closing down pay-beds in the NHS.

House building

A motion was agreed to give every homeless person a house, to be financed
by relaxing restrictions on the £5 billion capital receipts currently held by
councils.

Defence spending ‘

Conference called for defence spending to be reduced to the average level of

other European countries, for the second year running.




The nuclear cuts announced by
George Bush - the standing down
of nuclear bombers and the scrap-
ping of some missiles - are
motivated by America’s urgent
need to save cash. The US budget
deficit is forcing a reorganisation
of US military forces worldwide.
There is no question of any
unilateral nuclear disarmament on the
part of the US. All the most modern
and devastating US strategic weapons,
especially submarine-based weapons,
stay intact. This poses difficulties for
the Soviet Union in matching the cuts,

i
I

Editorial

Where’s the peace dividend?

~ compared with Germany and Japan.

O'iiTiook

even thoughitis declining economically '

The -quandary is how to make the
reductions in expenditure while keep-
ing military supremacy.

In any case, this is not the dawn of a
non-nuclear future. It is especially not a-
new dawn in Britain. The differences
between Labour and the Tories on
defence have narrowed to almost noth-
ing; the ‘peace dividend’ is not available
under a Neil Kinnock government. Both
the Tories and Labour want Britain to be
a small country which wields a big stick;
especially having the prestige of being a

the third world, and utterly dominant on a
world scale

But thatis where the difficulty lies for the US.
In the battle for dominance among the im-
perialist powers, America has played the
military card heavily. It hopes to maintain its
world leadership role through military power,

nuclear power.

Socialists must seize on the new world situa-
tion to push forward the demand for massive
reductions in arms spending. The campaign for
an 80 per cent cut in the defence budget is a
good place to start.

since its own missiles are mainly land-based, of
the type being scrapped by Bush. And there is
no proposal to do away with Star Wars.

Bush wants the US military to be leaner and
fitter’ - but still capable of rapid intervention in
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Paper
promises
are not
enough

by Sam Inman
‘WE'LL CONTINUE to make a bloody
nuisance of ourselves’, promised Peter
Purton, speaking from the Labour Cam-
paign for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(LCLGR) at the campaign’s fringe meet-
ing at Labour Partz conference.

e spoke of the historic opportunity that
lesbians and gay men in the party now had.
Good paper policy is all very well, he said, but
‘we’re greedy — we want full equality’.

Around eighty people turned up to the
meeting, making it the best attended for some
years.

Robin Cook MP, Shadow Health Secretary,
spoke about the policies that Labour were of-
fering — the repeal of Section 28 (to be part of
a Local Government Bill in the first year of
office), abolishing specifically gay offences

such as Section 30 of the Criminal Justice Act
(1991), thedecriminalisation of homosexuality
in the armed forces.

Hewent on to talk about Labour’s promised
Equal Opportunity Act which would outlaw
discrimination of lesbians and gay men. He
also promised a review into discrimination in
parenting, adoption and immigration law.

Anne Gibson, National Officer of MSF and
Diana Holland, South-East Regional Officer of
the TGWU gave a trade union perspective on
lesbian and gay rights. Both talked about tack-
ling discrimination, education of straight
trade unionists, and listening to lesbians and

gay men in the unions.

The biggest controversy at the meeting,
however, was around people’s attitudes
toward the ‘Queer Power’ action, organised by
Brighton Area Action AgainstSection28 at the
beginning of Kinnock’s Tuesday speech to
conference. The protesters were angry at the
party leadership’s attempts to sweep policies
on lesbian and gay equality under the carpet.

What attitude should lesbian and gay
socialists have towards such actions? The
meeting was passionately divided between
those who thought that this was ‘neither the
time nor the place’ for such actions, and those
who believed that such action was necessary
to keep lesbian and gay issues on the party’s
agenda.

Dani Ahrens, speaking from BAAAS2S8,
reminded the meeting that when Clause 28
was announced, initially the Labour
frontbench supported it. It was only through
active pressure from the lesbian and gay
movement that this policy was reversed.

Mr Kinnock's Showcase

Clearly the current purge is
more important for some than
others. The Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy
fringe meeting traditionally
signposts the way for the left
to vote during the week.

This time, the plattorm
wanted to discuss democracy
without mentioning the witch-
hunt. it was left to the floor, in-
cluding Audrey Wise MP, to
demand that this was ad-
dressed.

However, for some it seemed
attacking the left was more im-
portant. In direct contrast to his
speech the night before, Ken
Livingstone MP made it clear
who the real enemies were —the
Socialist Movement (SM).

He painted a fantastical pic-
ture: ‘Four years ago, the left
was united around Labour Left
Liaison. What spiit it apart was
the idea that you could work with
people outside the Labour Party
inthe Socialist Movement'. Tony
Benn had left and could not reply
—but then so had most of the
audience.

Sunday, however, also saw
the SM in a rather different ight
— organising to support workers
struggles. 100 people went to

Fighting the battle
of the fringe

the SM Trade Union Commit-
tee/Labour Party Socialists
(LPS) meeting, ‘Unshackle the
Unions’.

In a spirited speech, Dennis
Skinner pledged his parliamen-
tary vote against the Tory laws.
Miners’ leader Peter Heathfield
exposed Thatcher for calling on
Russian workers to take strike
action without a ballot.

Other speakers reminded us
that during the ambulance
workers action, polls showed
that even Tory voters supported
secondary action.

Anna Wagstaff, a Pergamon
striker, argued from experience
on the need for international
secondary action. She em-
phasised that the ‘critical battie

is in the unions themselves to
oppose the laws'.

Monday saw the launch of the
new left paper, socialist . Tony
Benn said that the SM should
provide ‘a place for homeless
socialists...especially after the
next election’. The organisation
needed a paper, he argued.

It would ‘provide a framework
for the left to exchange
opinions’. Also, in the run up to
the election & wousd be a forum
for those who support Labour

but ‘also want to see a
better society and not a
better managed status
quo’.

He rejected the pes-
simists who thought it
had been launched at
the wrong time: ‘There is
definitely a space for a
paper like socialist. In-
deed, he argued, ‘it will not com-
pete or damage other papers. It
will help them. The more
socialist literature there is, the
more they will all be read’.

Tuesday saw the Militant
readers fringe meeting, with
Lesley Mahmood and Peter
Taaffe. No more than 60 were
there. The meeting showed
some of the problems faced by
Militant. Mahmood defended
standing in Walton, but went on
to describe its legacy in parts of
the Liverpool left.

A positive aspect of the situa-
tion was that the Broad Left was
calling on the Independent
Labour Party to keep their
Labour membership, she ar-
gued. However, this was on the
incorrect basis that the Broad
Left was ‘not a separale party 10
the Labour Party. We are the
Labour Party'.

Jimmy Knapp: not too keen even on
primary strike action

Both Mahmood and Taaffe
were, typically, resolutely op-
timistic. Said Taaffe: This con-
ference is totally unrelated ta the
real mood in the country’. That
is why he said, Militant sup-
porters would be looking away
from Labour in the future (see
box).

Finally, Wednesday saw 100
at the Labour Party Socialists
meeting ‘The General Election
and the Case For Socialism’.
Tony Benn strongly defended
the role of LPS.

As Steve French, speaking
for the Campaign Against the
Witch-hunt, said * First the left
should defend socialists’ right to
membership. That is cruczal. but
not enough. & needs then to
bring those people around the
‘Sociaiists for Labour’ cam-
paign, around demands which
link those inside and outside the

parly.’
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We can

fight

Labour’s
purge

by Jon Green and Sean

Tunney, Brighton LP
After an angry debate, con-
ference voted to uphold the
decision of the NEC to
suspend MPs Terry Fields
and Dave Nellist from hold-
ing any position in the
Labour Party. Earlier, the
out-going NEC had ruled
Nellist out of order as a can-
didate for the new NEC.

Terry Fields was tried and
sentenced in his absence even
though doctors had informed
the NEC that he should rest
after his time in prison.

Dave Nellist told the
Brighton Friends /Campaign
Against the Witch-hunt fringe
meeting, held the Saturday
before conference, that he had
complied with every edict from
Walworth Road.

‘But when the NEC asked me
to name names, that was a line
1 was not prepared to cross’. Of
course, it is not only the MPs
who were refused entrance to
their own conference.

At the same NEC, members

PHOTO: Andrew Wiard
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of Brighton. Labour
Party wereadded to
the hundreds al- |
ready suspended. |
Last Monday one of
the present authors
was also added to
the list.

But the purge
will not stop there.

S OFF T

IO S |

Tory chair, Chris
Patten, after suc-
cessfully demanding the heads
of Fields and Nellist, is now
calling for those of all the
Socialist Campaign Group
MPs.

The Brighton Friends / Cam-
paign Against the Witch-hunt
meeting ‘showed the pos-
sibilities when the left in just
one area unified around a cam-
paign to fight the purges.

With 500 people in atten-
dance, the meeting was one of
the largest and most powerful,
meetings of the week. Dennis
Skinner argued ‘Stop the sec-
tarianism. We need a united
campaign to stop McCarthyism
in our party’.

This contrasted with the 300
strong march and rally of the

‘Defend Dave Nellist and Terry
Fields Campaign’. The rally
was disappointing for a num-
ber of reasons.

Democratic campaign

First, a campaign set up to
fight for democracy in the
Labour Party should be set up
on a democratic basis. Second,

as Terry Fields had stressed at”

the meeting the night before,
the witch-hunt is not just about
two individuals.

There was also a problem
about what people at the rally
were calling for. This included
a much wider set of demands
than simply defending Fields
and Nellist’s right to be MPs.

This tactic culminated in the

Dave Nellist and Terry Fields join Friends of Brighton Labour Pahy in demonstration against purges

majority of the marchers chant-
ing at conference delegates,
“You’ll never take us all’. Not
exactly calculated to get the
most positive response.

However the most disapoint-
ing aspect of the rally was its
size — especially since people
had clearly come from different
parts of the country.

This indicates the problems
which a number of Militant
supporters now have in fight-
ing for membership of the
Labour Party.

Nonetheless, the possiblities
fora united campaign are there.
Any camapign against the
‘witch-hunt should have the
defence of the two MPs as a
number one priority. Pressure

on Campaign Group MPs
makes their involvement in the
campaign more likely.

The vote at conference also
showed the potential to build
support among the Earty’ s rank
and file. Despite all Kinnock’s
attempts to silence opposition,
the witch-hunting LCC claimed
over 70 CLPs opposed the
suspensions.

The National Campaign
Against the Witch-hunt is a non-
sectarian, independent group
which does not make any prescrip-
tions as to local tactics for cam-
paigns.

It can be contacted clo 56 Ashby
House, Loughborbough Road,
Brixton, London, SW9 7SL.

The treatment for which 56%

of patients have to pay!

In the third article of our
‘Women in the Unions’
series, LEONORA
LLOYD, National
Co-ordinator for the
‘National Abortion
Campaign (NACQ),
explains what needs to

be done in campaigning -

around abortion rights
in trade unions today.

LAST YEAR a late-night TV
programme showed a film
made shortly before the 1967
Abortion Act was passed. It
featured interviews with a
number of women. One was
a working class woman with
eight children who had tried
to have the last one aborted.
Her doctor had told her she
was in good health and
therefore had no grounds.

Anocther was the wife of a
company director. She had two
young children and had
decided she could not manage
a third just yet.

A Harley Street doctor ar-
ranged for her to be seen by two
psychologists to testify as to her
precarious _mental condition.
Her abortion cost her £100, a lot
of money then—even for a com-
pany director - and her hus-
band had had to borrow
money.

This brought home to me

vividly what I had always
known in theory — that the rich
have always been able to get
safe abortions. If they could not
get them in Harley Street, they
went abroad. Poorer working
class women got more children,
or badly-botched backstreet
abortions — with death, disease
and injury in their wake.

It is no coincidence therefore,
that it was socialist women and

labour movement organisa- .

tions — the Co-operative and
Labour Party women’s sections
— who led the campaigns for
legalised abortions from the
1930s onwards.

Free of charge

When NAC was founded in
1975, trade union and Labour
women quickly took its
demand for abortion on
demand, available free of
charge on the NHS, into their
organisations.

One of our proudest achieve-
ments was the 1979 demonstra-
tion, led by the TUC, against the
anti-abortion Corrie %ill. This
was the first pro-choice march
anywhere in the world led by a
tradeunion federation, and was
the result of alot of hard work
by many hundreds of trade
unionists. ,

Despitethe clear defeat of the
anti-abortionists’ attempts over

thelast five years to attack time-
& limits, the fight is a long way

from being over. Secondary
schools have just recently

received unsolicited sets of five
plastic foetuses from theSociety
for the Protection of the Unborn
Child (SPUC) and glossy

- education packs from the other

anti-abortion organisation,
LIFE. Meanwhile, NAC can
only afford to send out its
school kit to those who pay for
it.

The introduction of the new
abortion pill, RU486, has led to
a tremendous outburst of ac-
tivity on the part of the anti-
abortionists.

They've sent letters to the
chairs of all health authorities,
and also issued instructions to
all their supporting doctors to
boycott the French company
producing RU486 — even when
this means changing patients’
existing prescriptions.

But NAC’s income cannot
keep up with its expenditure,
never mind countering the cur-
rent anti-abortion activity or
continuing the very positive
campaigning work of the past
year. NAC has held two major
meetings this year, both with a
range of expert speakers.

One meeting was about
RU486 with a speaker from
Paris. The other was on
‘Reproductive Rights in the
1990s’, with a special guest
speaker from the Polish
Women’s Association.

Wewant toincrease thenum-
ber and range of our meetings,
and hold them around the
country to ensure that women

everywhere can attend
them. But these sort of
activities are extremely
expensive, so will in-
volve a good deal of
fund-raising.

NAC is also planning
a membership-drive,
especially in the trade
unions. We have a num-
ber of important unions
in membership at a na-
tional level, with no or
few branches affiliated.

This is something that
needs to be tackled ur-

gently. It can best be

done with the help of activists
from the unions in question. We
hope to use our conference on
26 October, and the ‘Women in
the Unions’ national meeting
on 23 November to set up a
group to lead this work.

Support

Britain is now one of the few
countries in Europe without
abortion on demand. Opinion
polls show that 81 per cent of
the public support a woman’s
right to choose. Thetimeis right
to use the help of the trade
unions and labour movement
in the coming year to launch a
major push and achieve at least
one of our aims.

Meanwhile, on current statis-
tics, 40 per cent of women have
abortions at some time in their
lives.

Around 56 per cent have to
pay for them. We want to cam-

paign for better sex education
and contraception provision to
bring the abortion rate down,
and for improved NHS:
provision. For ourselves, our
sisters and our daughters, the cam-
paign must continue and must
succeed.

For further information con-
tact NAC at Wesley House, 4
Wild Court, London, WC2B
5AU. Tel: 071 405 4801.

Women in the
unions
Fighting for
our rights!

Sat 23rd Nov, 10-5
Wesley House, 4 Wild
Court, London WC1
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Tories

grapple

with
NHS

PHOTO: John Harris

Home News

O'Utiook

albaltross

By John Lister

The Tory heaith service reforms, the
Jast and most unpopular fruits of naked
Thatcherism, are now a serious elec-
toral liability for John Major and his
government.

Despite his desperate repetition of
promises that he does not intend to
privatise the NHS if the Tories win a
fourth term, the latest opinion poll for
the Sunday Times shows that only
25% of voters believe him, while a
massive 62% think he is lying!

Those who are already suspicious
«of Tory intentions are scarcely likely to
be convinced by the words of one of
the government's own hand-picked
political appointees, NHS Chief Execu-
tive Duncan Nicholl, as he breaks the
traditional ‘non-party’ convention of
civil servants to add his two pen-
nyworth to the Tory propaganda effort.

Voters have memories on the NHS.
Many remember Thatcher in 1979 in-
sisting that if she were elected she
would not increase prescription char-
ges. Then they were 20p: within 6

months they were 45p: now they are
£3.40!

The Tories also used to deny that
they would impose charges for health
care: but since then we have had char-

ges imposed on eye tests and dental

check-ups, with soaraway charges for
dental treatment.

In 1983 and again in 1987 Thatcher
cynically insisted that the NHS was
‘safe in our hands": each time the elec-
tion was followed by drastic cash cuts
and closures of thousands of hospital

" beds. .

The biggest-ever 1987-88 winter
crisis triggered strikes by nurses —and
was followed by the Thatcher ‘review’
that led to the wild marketisation
schemes now embodied in the NHS
and Community Care Act. Not one of
these proposals — which include hospi-
tal opt-outs and the ‘internal market' —
has ever been put to the electorate.

Already the first six months of the
government's unpopular NHS reforms
have reduced our health service to a
shambles.

THE DOCTOR WILL COME .
ROUND TD GIVE YDU AN ESTMATE,

AL
| e

® Orthopaedic patients imported
from Exeter jump growing waiting list
queues of local people needing treat-
ment in Riverside's hospitals.

@ Consultants at St Mary’s Hospital
are told to wait four days for authorisa-
tion from clerical staff before promising
non-emergency patients they can have
the treatment they need: the delay isto
check that their heatth authority is will-
ing and able to pay the bill.

Refusal to pay

@ Managers in Bloomsbury and Is-
lington DHA complain that “an increas-
ing number of purchasers [i.e. other

by Sam Stacey

The TUC's recent U-turn on the
withdrawal of recognition for
Trades Councils was a victory. But
we can be sure that the General
Council will come forward with
proposals in the forthcoming
review which will hardly enhance
the independence of the Trades
Council movement.

They have decided to rerun the
election for the Trades Council Joint
Consultative Committee (TCJCC),
since it was elected at the ‘illegal
conference earlier this year. Once this
is reelected, it is not clear how the
review will proceed or how the Trades
Council input into it will be organised.

The TUC General Council was
defeated as a result of its un-
democratic action — avoiding a dis-
cussion at last year's Congress and
denying Trades Councils an oppor-
tunity to express their viewpoint.

However, when it comes to putting
forward proposals for the organisa-
tion and revival of the councils, it will
not be easy to achieve as broad an
agreement as before. So it is impor-
tant for the left in the Trades Councils
movement to be clear on their
proposals.

The conference of Trades Coun-
cils clearly needs to be under the con-
trol of the councils themselves. A
return to the past — where a TUC
bureaucrat dictates topics for discus-
sion, ruling out anything outside TUC
policy —would be unacceptable.

Trades Councils
must exploit
TUC’s U-turn

Further, the conference
should elect an executive com-
mittee with a mandate to carry out
its decisions. By contrast, the
TCJCC, on which TUC General
Council members sit, is designed
to prevent any initiative outside of
their control.

In practice, the majority of TCs
operate outside the ‘legal’
framework laid down by the TUC. In-
volvement in campaigns against the
Poll Tax or the Gulf war — or anything
outside TUC policy — breaks the
Trades Councils’ rules. The only
reason that there has not been a
crackdown on such activity is that it is
so widespread.

Trades Councils reflect the state of
the labour movement in the locality.
Given that many trade union
branches are moribund, it is not
surprising that only around one third
of them are affiliated to Trades Coun-
cils. Still fewer are actively involved.

Revival

" Reviving the Trades Councils is
therefore linked to rebuilding the
strength of the unions and developing
a new layer of activists. The councils
cannot substitute for the efforts of the
unions themselves.

But they can strive to coordinate
effogs directed at recruitment cam-
paigns, rebuild a tradition of solidarity,
and assert common class interests in
opposition to the sectoralism and
parochialism nourished by new
realism,

Willis: u-turn

Widespread support exists for the
idea of allowing representation of

workplace organisations on Trades |

Councils. The TUC itself was prepar-
ing to carry out experiments in this
area, but this was never imple-
mented.

A direct relationship with the
workplaces is important, if Trades
Councils are to build a real base of
support which is closer to the mem-
bership than branch representatives
enable. Councils should take up this
demand, while opening up their meet-
ings to shop stewards immediately,
even if they are not yet able to be
formal delegates.

The development of this discus-
sion is an urgent task — these
demands must be pressed at next
year's union conferences, so that
unions are mandated and leaders’
hands not left free to vote for any
proposal put forward by the TUC.

Meanwhile, Trades Councils
should call on the Joint coordinating
committee to organise a conference
to discuss proposals put forward by
individual councils.

Peopie know nurses care they don't believe ihe Tories do

health authorities] are refusing to pay
invoices, usually for unauthorised treat-
ment.” Yet they also reveal that in July
over 50% of elective cases “were
treated without prior authorisation”.

@ Guy's Hospital's specialist child
heart surgery unit has aiready run
through its entire contract income for
local patients. This means that any
local kids needing operations will have
to wait until next April, while the work of
the department now hangs on finding
patients from elsewhere whose health
authorities will pay up.

® Meanwhile more health
authorities admit that their slender
funds for financing residents freated in
other districts outside normal contracts
(Extra Contractural Referrals) are al-
most exhausted inside six months.
Some DHAs have received less bills
than they expected — suggesting big
problems in invoicing: others complain
of receiving far less income than
planned.

Who will pay?

@ Almost everywhere the numbers
of patients treated under block’ con-
tracts are wildly different from projec-
tions — often averaging 10-20% above
the level budgeted. Nobody knows who
will pick up the bill for the difference.

® A handful of opted-out budget-
holding GPs hold major hospitals to

ransom, threatening to send patients .

elsewhere unless they get queue-
jumping ‘fast-track’ treatment. Nobody
explains how this could work when
more GPs become fund-holders: not
everyone can jump the queue at once.

@ As first-wave opted out hospitals
wrestle with predictable financial crises
— announcing cutbacks, redundancies
and desperate economy measures —a
second wave of over 100 applicants
presents their documents, many of
them complete with deliberate omis-
sions, fiddled figures and hopes of
wafer-thin surpluses.

® The new 'business methods' in-

clude the £200,000 plus BMW pay-off

deal to ousted Guy's Finance Director
Peter Burroughs, the man who wamed
early on of the scale of the cash crisis.
Still in post is £90,000 plus two cars
Chief Executive Peter Griffiths, the man
who ignored the wamings, then an-
nounced cuts of £6.8m, and now
seems headed towards a deficit of up
to £7.5m.

As the winter looms, with its in-
creased strain on the NHS, the full
scope of the financial and organisation-
al disaster already unleashed by the
internal market will begin to become

apparent.
Worse to come

But there is worse to come next
April, when the second wave Trusts are
jaunched, and when health authorities
outside London should be freed from
any compulsion to send patients to
London hospitals.

Ministerial advisors have warned
that the consequence of this could be
haphazard cutbacks which axe 2,000
beds and atleast one teaching hospital:
nobody yet knows for sure which one!

None of this need have happened.
The NHS reforms — which everyone
except govemment ministers has con-
demned fromthe very beginning—were
a half-baked attempt to evade the
centralissue of inadequate cash for the
NHS. Instead, by diverting resources
into pointless new tiers of bureaucracy,
they have made the problem worse.

Will John Major survive a winter of
NHS cash crises and manage to con-
vince the punters that he really does
support this one part of the public sec-
tor while dismantiing and privatising
everything else?

Much will depend on the effective-
ness of Labour's campaigning on the
issue. Enough saidl

South African socialist
comes to Britain |

by Patrick Baker

The Workers Organisatioh for
Soclalist Action is sending Catl
Brecket, it's General Sectetary,
to Britain to popularise the
struggle for class politics in
South Africa.

WOSA, a telatively young ot-
ganisation In the South Aftican
liberation movement, has grown in
leaps and bounds over tecent
yeats, The organisation has
stepped Into the vacuum left by
otganisations such as the ANC fot
a class struggle opposition to
apattheld.

While Mandela and others com-
fhand massive respect among the
South Aftican wotking class, many
question thelr strategy for defeat-
Ing the racist regime. The keystone
ofthe ANC's approach hasbeen an
altempt to hegotiate an end to
apartheld with De Klerk.

But time and again, the Nattonal
Party's representatives have tried
to malntain white minotity

No. 9

ptivileges, the cornetstone of
apartheld. South Africa’s tradition-
al frlends, such as Britaln and the
USA, may have been ready to'ac-
cept the new ‘non-tacist’ thetoric.
But the South Afrlcan wotkers’
movement has not been so easily
won.

WOSA has now bullt a setlous
base in the black community on
the basls of an antl-apartheid
strategy based on class struggle.
It [s this message that Catl Brecket
wlll be bting to Britain In his two-
week tour of meetings.

The tour will take in a dozen
major clities from Southampton to
Swansea to Glasgow and may visit
Ireland. It will end up“at the
‘Sociallsm in the new world order’
tally organised by Soclalist Out-
look, where Brecker will be speak-
Ing with Fourth Intetnational
leader Ernest Mandel and authot
Janette Habel.,

More details will be in the next
{ssue of Socfalist Outlook.
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