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BRITAIN’S most
dangerous racist is the
State. The front-line in
the fight against it is
the battle against racist
immigration controls.

In Britain today, the
Conservative government are
making black people the
scapegoat for cuts in social
security. The police are
responsible for a mounting
number of black deaths in
custody and racist attacks.

Black people are
systematically discriminated
against by the courts. Special
Home Office departments aim
to seek out and remove black
people from Britain.

Home Secretary Michael
Howard will announce new
restrictions on the rights of
people coming to Britain at the
Tory party conference on
October 12. It follows months
of increasing state racism.

Now proposals are being
made to restrict the right to

in Britain. While Michael

appeal against deportations,
to cut the social welfare rights
of people seeking asylum and
to introduce “internal”’
immigration checks. These
checks — comparable to the
racist pass laws of apartheid
South Africa — will mean that
many thousands of black
people will have to prove their
immigration status before they
can gain access to health
care, employment and other
rights: forcing some workers to
act as immigration officers.
Other measures will lead to
fines on employers of
undocumented workers, a
“white list” of cciantries from
which no-one will be granted
asylum, more visa restrictions
against countries from which
asylum seekers come and
removing the right of asylum
seekers to an oral appeal.
These pew measures arise
through an atmosphere of
racist hysteria from the media
against people seeking asylum
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Howard claims that Britain is
being swamped by “bogus
asylum seekers”, the reality is
very different. Europe accepts
only five per cent of the
world’s refugees — a
disgracefully low number when
compared to Europe’s riches,
and its historic responsibility
for creating political and social
persecution world-wide.

Last year just 825 people
were granted asylum in Britain.
Britain was built on imperial
conquest and exploitation.
People who seek asylum are
fleeing from torture, war and
devastation, often from
governments supported
politically by the British
government and its allies. -
Thousands of immigrants and
refugees are held in prisons
and detention centres without
charge, conviction or access to
the courts.

The racist government
offensive gives real authority
to fascists and racists on the
streets, in the workplaces and

*
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Thousands attended trade union-backed ARAfest

demonstrations, pickets, days
of action and other
campaigning work aimed
against state racism. Its next
protests will happen in five
different cities on Saturday
October 14: including a noon
demonstration outside number
10 Downing Street.

The TUC and local labour
movement and student bodies
should learn from the Network.
We need to develop on-going
anti-racist action to turn the
racist tide in society. October
28 must be the start.

schools, in the media and in
the police. The TUC .
demonstration in Manchester
on October 28 will let workers,
students and black people
demonstrate their opposition
to racism. However, we need
to get organised if we are to
make that opposition felt.

The National Network
Against Detentions and
Deportations will provide an
important focus. While we still
lack an authoritative and active
black-led anti-racist coalition,
the Network has played a
crucial role in developing
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“Unite to reverse
education cuts

EDITORIALS

10,000 PEOPLE joined the
FACE (Fight Against Cuts in
Education) demonstration in cen-
tral London on September 30.

It was the second show of massive
national support for FACE, a cam-
paign built by parents, school gover-
nors and teachers across the country
despite the lack of official backing
from the TUC, most unions or the
Labour Party. Although one teaching
union, the NASUWT, has given sup-
port, leaders of the largest, the NUT,
have set out to sabotage FACE.

The Labour Party leadership did
not attend either march. ‘New La-
bour’ has made no commitment to
reversing cuts in primary and secon-
dary education: instead Labour
councils across the country are
wielding the spending axe on behalf
of John Major.

Labour has caved in to many of
the Tory market-style reforms in
education, not least with Blair's de-
cision to send his son to one of the
tiny minority of opted-out schools.
They use the same arguments - about
‘failing teachers’ and bad parents —
to justify education cuts.

Rather than tax the ruling class,
Labour wants to cut taxes even fur-
ther than the Tories have done. They
pretend that a one-off levy on water,
gas and electricity monopolies can
reverse unemployment. Labour
won’t cut subsidies to private
schools or take hundreds of thou-
sands of university students out of
poverty.

Despite its endless rhetoric about
training and education, Blair’s reluc-
tance to fix a minimum wage shows
that Labour essentially agrees with
the Tories on the need to convert
Britain into a low-wage sweatshop
for the European Union.

The FACE demonstration is a
symbol of massive dissatisfaction
with poor education. Important trade
unions — the GMB, UNISON,
NASUWT -did back the demonstra-
tion, showing that unions can be won

to the fight against education cuts,
regardless of what Labour thinks.

To defeat the Tories, and to win a
Labour government committed to
education, campaigners will need to
work together to create permanent
organisations which can draw in
every possible ally.

This won’t be easy. The right
wing leaders in the unions meekly
place all their hope in the election of
a Blair-led Labour government, and
scuttle to get their feet under the table.

The NUT’s leaders, in particular,
have attempted to turn every cam-
paign into an excuse to snuggle up to
the Labour Party. After selling out
the campaign against the SATs tests
before any real gains could be won
from the government, NUT General
Secretary McAvoy went on to cam-
paign successfully against strike ac-
tion on class sizes which would have

FACE gives us an opportunity to turn the unions around
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linked the NUT with campaigns of
parents and governors, and to de-
nounce FACE as an ‘SWP front’.

Despite his efforts, the number of
NUT banners on the FACE demon-
stration showed that members are
keen to link up with others to fight
the education cuts.

Opportunity

FACE gives us an opportunity to
turn the unions around, so that they
act to support working class people,
not Labour and the ruling class. A
link-up between education unions
and a broadly-based organisation of
parents, governors and school stu-
dents would challenge both the To-
ries and ‘New Labour’.

The decision of FACE to remain
non-party political reflects more than
its broad support from across the so-

oto: John Lister

cial and political spectrum: it also
reveals a widespread dissatisfaction
with the Labour Party’s inability to
lead the fight against education cuts.
Freed from the apron strings
which tie the NUT leaders to Blair’s
timid and ineffective clique, FACE
is not only more able to fight the cuts
— it is able to challenge Shadow
spokesman David Blunkett’s pa-
thetic pledge to restrict class sizes to
40, and continue the open fight nec-
essary to commit the Labour Party to
reversing education cuts.
Another FACE conference will be
be held in the new year. Every stu-
_dent, worker, socialist or parent must
* start where they can to build for it,
developing a broad coalition span-
ning trade unions, the Labour Party
and community organisations of all
types that are willing to fight for
education.

—/
Reinventing the General Strike?

FRANCE’'S RECENTLY elected
conservative government has
opened a series of attacks on
public services.

President Chirac’s first target s the
privatisation of France Télécom. Half
of the company is being sold off to a
cartel headed by Deutsche Telekom
and the US Sprint company.

The privatisation attempt follows a
series of attacks by Télécom manag-
ers. Chirac’s predecessor found a
1992 dispute, in which three-quarters
of Télécom workers were on strike,
too hot to handle. Now the right is
restarting its offensive.

Chirac’s attacks aim much more '
widely than Télécom. His governmenf*-
intends to freeze wages and pen-
sions for public sector workers. Now

public sector unions are fighting
back.

A general strike in defence of the
public sector is planned by France’s
seven trade union federations for
mid-October. It is long overdue. Pub-
lic sector wages in France have fallen
nine per cent since 1982. The mini-
mum wage in the public sector is now
less than the youth training allow-
ance.

Major opening

Our French sister organisation, the
Ligue Communiste Révolutionnaire,
sees the planned public sector gen-
eral strike as a major opening in the
fight against privatisation and for de-
cent wages and pensions. The LCR
points out that it is historic: the first

such strike for decades.

In recent years Europe’s unions
have organised general strikes, just
when the tactic appeared to have been
nearly forgotten. In Spain, Italy, Bel-
gium and elsewhere a new wave of
austerity is being enforced by the
state.

All across the European Union, gov-
ernments are trying to cut state spend-
ing at the cost of working people.

They are increasing the wealth of
the ruling class and the big multina-
tionals at the cost of public services
desperately needed by working class
people and their families.

Only the trade unions can turn
back this offensive. To do so, they
must take up the responsibility locally
and nationally to unite all the victims

of the new offensive in a determined
fight to defend welfare rights, free
education, wages and pensions.

Though no general strike in recent
years has gone beyond protest action
to draw out the potential of a bid for
power, they have allowed the unions
to show their strength and turn back
much of the attack on social rights.

Most members of Britain's unions
don't agree with the need for general
strike action, or even the idea that it
can be effective.

If trades unionists take up their
responsibility to lead the fight against
austerity, they will see why the gen-
eral strike is becoming, once again,
the strongest weapon of Europe’s
working class.

Behind new
Bosnia
peace talks

DESPITE their bombs and
cruise missiles, NATO and the
UN have failed, at this stage
at least, to force the partition
of Bosnia which has been the

strategic aim of western policy.

The US brokered so-called
peace talks have floundered into
meaningless abstractions.

The NATO raids coincided with
the Bosnian and Croat offensive in
the north west and had the effect of
making it more successful than it
might otherwise have been.

Now with large tracts of liber-
ated territory under its belt ,the Bos-
nian government is unlikely to
accept a 49 per cent-51 per cent di-
vision of the country as the starting
point for any negotiations which are
likely to get anywhere.

They may play their current rela-
tive advantage fo the full and take
back as much territory as possibie
before the Balkan winter brings op-
erations to a halt.

Socialist Outlook supports the
right of Bosnia to take back territory
previously taken and ethnically
cleansed by Serbian forces in viola-
tion of the national rights of the Bos-
nian people.

Bosnia is not “a warring faction”
as claimed by much of the left in
Britain, but a sovereign state fight-
ing for the retention of 2 muiti-eth-
nic society, despite pressures
towards islamisation within the
muiti-ethnic government.

The Greater Serbia project of
Milosevic and Karadzic is for an
“ethnically pure” i.e. ethnically
cleansed state. Their ruthless pur-
suit of this was clear in the geno-
cide around Srebrenica and Zepa
and is becoming even clearer as
mass graves are uncovered in the
liberated territories.

It is this policy which has created
the tens of thousands of ethnic Serb
refugees who have fled in advance
of Bosnian and Croat forces. They
fear reprisals because of the policy
previously carried out by their own
Serbian leaders.

The Bosnian government how-
ever, has a big responsibility to cre-
ate the conditions to encourage
their return, and for the return
home of all refugees in this war.
This is a crucial issue for the Bos-
nian working class if a muiti-ethnic
sociely is fo be established for the
future.

The tide has turned in the war,
but it is far from over. Serbian
forces stili have the predominance
of heavy weapons.

They will repair the damage to
their military infrastructure, and be
resupplied behind the scenes from
Belgrade. The effects of the arms
embargo which has discriminated
against Bosnia for so long will be
back in full force.

Croatian troops have been sup-
porting the Bosnian army - but may
well be used against Bosnia at a
later date.

Any just solution will ultimately
be in the hands of the Bosnians
themselves.

The UN, the US and NATO have a
different agenda which has never
coincided with that of Bosnia and
will not do so in the future. NATO
should keep out and the UN should
get out.

The arms embargo should be
lifted and the Bosnia given the ba-
sic right to defend itself.

@ Lift the Arms embargo!

@ No to ethnic cleansing!

@ No partition of Bosnia!

@ Right of return for refugees!
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What is the future for New Labour? LASZLO ANDOR speaks to Tony Benn

‘“Tony Blair

is a conservative”

The intellectual fashion
of the past two decades
suggests that class has
lost its meaning o de-
scribe political action.
Should we take it seri-
ously?

IT IS TRUE that the social
democratic element in the
Labour Party has abolished
class. They speak about
serving the nation. Itis, how-
ever, totally unrealistic in
terms of people’s actual ex-
perience.

The term ‘working class’

has been deliberately associ-
ated with somebody with
dirty fingers doing a manual
job; but you get people quite
high up the scale who depend
for their means of life on sell-
ing their skills. On this basis,
the working class goes up to
80 per cent of the population.

What they do now is to turn
everybody theoretically into
“middle class’’; and have an
underclass, who they speak of
as if they had chosen to opt out
of society—they prefer to live
in cardboard boxes, they do
not want jobs. .

The very clever word they
developed is consumer. If you
do not have any money, you
cannot be a consumer.

They found a word which
dehumanises and depersonal-
ises the poor. They do not ex-
ist, they are the slaves in
society. '

In this way, by telling the
middle class people that they
are all right, because they are
middle class, they have cre-
ated a completely artificial
structure.

Behind the new political
discourse there is a new
political agenda.

IT IS VERY important to
understand the nature of a
society based on fear.
Those who deny class, in-
vent illusions and de-
nounce anyone who talks
about full employment,
universal welfare or free
health and education as ex-
tremist, in reality work
completely at the com-
mand of the international
financial markets.

When sterling drops three
points, they close hospitals
and “‘confidence is restored’’.

It is not hard to realise that
this is not an attack on social-
ist ideology but an attack on
democracy. There is an article
in the Financial Times, writ-
ten by the BBC World Service
economics correspondent,
saying that in Africa it would
be better if the countries were
run by companies rather than

Tony Benn

governments.

The more you think about V

it, the more you realise that the
world financial markets are
the new Raj—the new capital-
ist empire.

How you get out of it is the
next question, but I think we
have to be absolutely clear,
that a century of tentative pro-
gress by working people in

controlling their economic
destiny is being reversed. It is
a massive counter-revolution,
and that is why the social
democrats say, ‘“We cannot
do anything about it. The
world has changed, you are a
dinosaur...etc”.
Globalisation is an attack
on democracy. What they say
about a short period of hard-
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ship is on the agenda is just an
illusion.

The new leadership of
Labour have quickly ac-
commodated to this new
agenda.

TONY BLAIR is a conser-
vative; he is a nice man, but
he is a conservative. He is

not just not a socialist, he is
not Labour.

He does not believe in the
organic link with the unions.
He is really the most popular
conservative in Britain. He
could have applied for the
leadership of the Tory Party.

This is the failure of the
social democrats. They have
failed as much as the commu-
nists did. The communists
failed by being authoritarian,
undemocratic and bureau-
cratic, but the social demo-
crats very largely have
collapsed into the arms of
capitalism.

So when we look back on
the twentieth century, and see
the different types of social-
ism, all of them have failed.

Do you expect that the
next government will be
very unpopular?

I THINK when they win
the expectations will go up
very sharply. Then the dis-
illusion will set in very
quickly. Then all sorts of
things may happen.

The Conservative Party
may split, because there are
already two conservative par-
ties: there are the centre con-
servatives, of whom Blairis a
natural member together with
the Liberals.

Then there is the right wing
now with John Redwood.

And then there is the trade
union and socialist and green
left, still in British politics,
keeping its head down now
because of the desire to defeat

~ the Conservatives.

If you had proportional

representation we could have
a complete realignment of
politics.

I think the British estab-
lishment now actually wants
Blair in order to make the cuts
in the welfare state, which he
would be stronger to make
than Major, because Major is
weak and unpopular.

The fall of communism
and the crisis of social
democracy leave the left
with the task not only to
reorganise but also to re-
invent itself.

THE COLLAPSE of com-
munism is comparable to
the Reformation, when
Martin Luther attacked the
Vatican, which was utterly
corrupt and centralised. He
created a more popular
type of Christianity which
was more democratic.
There has to be some real
change. Because anything
less than a real change in the
course of world politics
would be a disaster. Politics
could move to the right.
Fascism is a product of two
forces. It is a failure of capi-
talism, and a failure of the left
to provide an alternative.
Both ingredients are integral.
That is the real failure of
New Labour. They have no

explanation other than the .

Conservatives are wicked.
We do not discuss socialism.
We do not discuss capitalism.
To build up understanding
and support for a real change
is difficult; it may take dec-
ades. But this is an inherently
unstable situation we are in.

Blair Iaunches
new witch-hunt

She has been accused of all sorts of

By Neil Murray

AFTER A LULL of several years, the
Labour Party bureaucracy have re-
started the witch hunt against the
left.

The iull did not mean that they had
become more tolerant. Rather they
hoped that the weakened left would
censor itself, give up in despair, or be
swamped by the wave of recruits who
are expected to toe the Blair line.

The atmosphere of witch hunting
has not been much below the surface.
Critics are dismissed as being “in need
of therapy”. .

The refusal to endorse Liz Davies,
selected by Leeds North East CLP as its
prospective parliamentary candidate, is
another expression of this mood.

things. The latest dossier “proved” that
she was a Trotskyist because she has
been on the Labour Briefing board.

Several attempts have been made to
submit emergency resolutions to party
conference demanding Liz's endorse-
ment.

The Walsall parties have also en-
countered the rough edge of Blair’s
hand—not for making redundancies
among the council workforce (New La-
bour has no problem with sacking
workers), but for trying to make the
Labour Group accountable to the Dis-
trict Labour Party.

The biggest witch hunt of all has
been against black members. Four Bir-
mingham CLPs are suspended. The
Black Socialist Saciety in Manchester
Gorton has been suspended, along with
several individuals.

Witch-hunt vietim Liz Davies

Itis estimated that as many as 5,000
people have been either suspended or
had their membership refused, with 90
per cent of them black.

The Campaign Against Labour Party
Suspensions (CALPS) has been re-
cently formed to fight these injustices.
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Itis clear that the party leadership is
moving on from hoping to marginalise
tha left, black members and trades un-
ionists to a policy of actively crushing
dissent.

We need to make sure they meet the
maximum resistance,
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TRADE UNIONS

National action is needed to confront culs

v

OUR

FRVICES
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Left

By Fred Leplat,
islington
UNISON ‘A’

FOUR candidates have

‘secured enough nomina-

tions for the ballot
paper as UNISON
elects a new General
Secretary. .
The front runner, Associ-
ate General Secretary Rod-
ney Bickerstaffe, won -
nominations from 283
branches; SWP member
Yunus Bakhsh has 47
branches behind him, while
Militant supporter Roger
Bannister, the candidate of
the Campaign for a Fighting

challenge in
UNISON ballot

and Democratic UNISON
has 43. Tory anti-abortion-
ist Peter Hunter also
scraped enough nomina-
tions to get onto the ballot.

The combined far left
has obtained a respectable
90 nominations across all
parts of the union, indicat-
ing a real support for a fight-
ing alternative to the current
UNISON leadership. De-
spite calls from the CFDU
the SWP have consistently
refused to build a united
and broad left.

The election campaign
takes place against the sell-
out of the NHS pay claim,
and after Bickerstaffe bul-
lied the union’s TUC dele-
gation into ditching the

union’s policy of a £4.15
per hour minimum wage,
ensuring a vote on a mean-
ingless composite. For the
sake of pre-election unity,
Bickerstaffe ensured Tony
Blair an easy ride and
ditched the union’s policy.

Alternative

A fighting and demo-
cratic alternative needs to
be raised in this election
campaign, to debate the
way forward in the union.
To confront attacks on pay,
jobs, and conditions and the
privatisation of public serv-
ices, a strategy of national
industrial action is essential.

A strong vote for Roger
Bannister would signal the

need for a change of course.
Bannister stands for strike
action against the NHS
deal, a national fight
against cuts and privatisa-
tions, defiances of the anti-
union laws,
renationalisations of utili-
ties, support for self-organi-
sation and the election of
UNISON officials.

¢ To invite Roger Ban-
nister to speak at your
meeting, or to obtain
election leaflets and
posters, contact the
CFDU c/o Bromley
UNISON, Civic Centre,
Stockwell Close Brom-
ley, BR1 3UH, or phone
0181 464 3333.

1,000 new recruits in strike aftermath

RMT reaps rewards

By an LUL
worker

AT THE beginning of Au-
gust the RMT had 5,200
members on London Un-
derground. By September
there were 6,200. More
join every day.

Membership has become

decisive in the struggle be-

tween LUL and the RMT.

The man in the wig has
ruled that individuals not bal-
loted can't strike—even if
they join the RMT. This rul-
ing is an attack on the right
to picket. Management are
threatening to sack anyone
not protected under law.

Publication schedule

The next issue of Socialist Outiook will be dated 28
October. The one -week gap Is necessary for us io
keep to our schedule of two issues a month. The gap
also aliows our staff to participate in the Ernest Man- |
del memorial events. Issue 92 will be mailed outto
distributors on 25 October. The paper will be fort-

nightly from then until our December double issue.

If you like our
papenr, get in touch

Socialist Outlook is a fortnightly newspaper
produced by British supporters of the
Fourth International, the world-wide so-
cialist organisation. If you like and agree
with what you see in this issue, why not find
out more about us and our ideas?

Simply clip out and return this coupon.

Join the revolution!

|13 ] want to know more about Socialist Outlook.
Q / wouid like to join Socialist Outlook.

1Q Please send me a copy of your introductory
, |plmplml ‘Socialism After Stalinism’, | enclose a
|| "chegue for £1.00 payabie to Socialist Outlook.
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Last year management
stopped accepting paybill re-
ductions for RMT dues,
while continuing to operate
the system for other unions.

Nevertheless, by a mas-
sive effort, we have main-
tained our strength among

the workforce and have been

able to challenge manage-
ment over the current pay
and productivity struggle.

The membership has now
reached its former level and
is still climbing.

ASLEF split

The latest offer by LUL
was successful in splitting
off ASLEF. LUL removed the
problematic question of part-
time drivers from their offer.
This was a move closer to
separate pay bargaining for
different grades.

Despite a two to one vote
against the deal days the
ASLEF leadership eventually
accepted it. This was hardly
a surprise, since the man-
agement and ASLEF bureau-
crats had worked it out in

private discussions.

Itis now apparent that
the openly admitted “special
relationship” between their
union and LUL management
extends to an unwritten no
strike deal.

Many ASLEF members
are therefore joining the
RMT. It has re-balloted in or-
der to accommodate them.

The continuous flow of re-
cruits has postponed the bal-
lot date by a week.

The lesson for the bosses
should be clear. If workers
are determined to struggle,

.they will find a way.

Although the legal harass-
ment has been severe, and
although the workers do not
feel collectively strong
enough to defy the law, they
are determined to keep go-
ing, through ballot after bal-
lot, strike after strike.

LUL wants to break the
back of militancy in its work-
force, but so far we have
matched them blow for
blow—and we’re getting
stronger and more united.

FACE shifts to

local campaigns

By Roy Leach,
NUT Executive,
personal capacity

TEN THOUSAND buoyant
parents, students, gover-
nors and teachers
marched through Lon-
don on 30 September as
part of FACE’s campaign
to secure adequate fund-

ing for education.

Timed to put the pressure
on the government in the
run-up to the autumn state-
ment the demonstration was
a major success, despite be-
ing smailer than the one
held on March 25.

With massive cuts al-
ready implimented in Oxford-
shire, Nottinghamshire,
Warwickshire and Sheffield,
delegations from these ar-
eas made up the backbone
of the protest.

Mobilising support in ar-
eas in which cuts are yet to
have a major impact — in-
¢luding the metropolitan ar-
eas — was more difficult but
most areas of England were
represented. There was

even a small contingent
from Wales.

" The demonstration was
officially supported by the
NASUWT . Iits general secre-
tary Nige! de Grunchy admit-
ted at the rally that his union
had initially been sceptical
about FACE, but the
NASUWT would give it full
backing now it was estab-
lished at the forefront of the
campaign against cuts.

With support for FACE
still growing among NUT
branches, the pressure on
Doug McAvoy to drop his op-
postion will continue to
grow. FACE’s focus will now
inevitably shift to local cam--
paigning, particularly once
the settlement for local gov-
ernment is known. .

Nationally up to 5,000
teaching jobs have been lost
this year. Demands upon
councils not to impliment
government cuts will grow
as will the pressure on gov-
erning bodies to set ‘needs
related’ deficit budjets.

A national campaign of in-
dustrial action by teaching
unions backed by parents
students and governors is
the is the real solution.

Safety strike by BT engineers

By a BT engineer

BT ENGINEERS in the
Communication Workers’
Union who work in the
streets have voted to strike
against management plans
to force them to work alone
or up poles in the dark.

It is the first ever vote by
BT engineers for national ac-
tion on a safety issue.

Traditionally, BT ‘exter-

nal’ engineers worked in day-
light hours. BT recently al-

“tered hours to as late as

8.30pm. In the winter, this will
mean working up to five hours
in the dark.

All trials and training for
engineers take place in day-
light. Floodlighting equip-
ment used for working in
darkness entails working in
shadow much of the time,
multiplying chances of falls
and injuries.

Working alone in the dark

makes engineers more vulner-
able to injury or attack: police
use of ‘BT’ vehicles for sur-
veillance means engineers are
seen by some as fair game for
assault. Injured staff can lie in
the dark undetected for hours
after an assault or injury.

Refused

Even so, the Health and
Safety E'xecutive has refused
to intervene on the workers’
behalf until there is a serious
accident. The dangers are so

clear to engineers, however,
that the vote for strike action
was never really in doubt.

The union’s head office
proposed the form of action
taken should be refusing to
use the floodlighting. This
leaves open the question of
working alone in the dark, ex-
cept perhaps in some ‘exclu-
sion zones’.

It is vital that the union
presses home its case by in-
sisting on both demands be-
ing met in full.
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Remembhering

By the editors

OUR QUEBECOIS com-
rade, Michel Lafitte, recently
summed up how many so-
cialists and revolutionaries
will remember Ernest Man-
del, who died on July 20 this
year: “He was familiarly
called ‘Uncle Ernest’... but
never to his face.

“For all of the generation which
really made up the leadership of the
Fourth International and its sections
in the 1960s and 1970s, he was our
tutor and leader.

“For most people outside the
revolutionary movement he was,
above all, the most independent and
creative marxist economist since the
war. But for us young comrades he
was primarily a political leader - an
indefagitable militant of the Fourth
International and its Belgian section.”

A rally and international sympo-
sium in London this month will at-
tempt to discuss Ernest’s place in the
history of the marxist movement - as
one of the great revolutionary think-
ers of the post-war period.

Charlie van Gelderen, a founder of
the Fourth International, supplies the
major article in this memorial issue of
theory+practice. Together with the se-
lections of Ernest’s wrtings in this
issue, we hope it develops that dis-
cussion and allows us to better un-
derstand Ernest Mandel’s lasting
contribution to marxism.

Ernest Mandel (1923-1995)

Support grows for
memorial events

By Duncan Chapple

HUNDREDS of Ernest Man-
del’s comrades, friends and
readers will meet on Octo-
ber 13-14 for two important
memorial events in London.

Around 8,000 leaflets advertising
the rally and International Sympo-
sium - advertised left - have been
mailed out to many of the people in
this country whose lives Ernest
touched in over five decades of revo-
lutionary leadership.

Over 400 people are expected to
join a Friday-night rally at Congress
House, the headquarters of the
Trade Union Congress. Tariq Ali and
Robin Blackburn, of New Left Review,

will speak alongside Duncan Hallas, a
long-standing leader of the Socialist
Workers Party, and Fourth Interna-
tionalists from Belgium, Britain,
France and Ireland.

The rally will also see the launch of
Ending the Nightmare, a volume of
essays on fascism and racism, to
which Mandel is a major contributor.

Tickets are selling quickly for a
150-seat International Symposium to
the held the following day. Speakers
at the Symposium will include Fl lead-
ers Penny Duggan and Frangois Ver-
cammen. Plenaries and workshops at
the symposium, introduced by pre-
sent and past leaders and supporters
of the Fourth International, will look
at the contribution to post-war
Marxism made by ‘Mandel and the
movement he fought to build.

Ernest Mandel

Photo:ErnestMandelFoundation

Ernest Mandel Memorial Rally

SPEAKERS CONFIRMED :

Tariq Ali, Robin Blackburn, Ann Conway,
Penny Duggan, Charlie van Gelderen, Duncan Hallas,

Alan Thornett, Fran¢ois Vercammen.

7.00pm Friday 13 October

Conference Centre, Congress House, Great Russell St. WC1.
Doors: 6.30pm . Tickets: £3 from ‘Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund’, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.

......................................................................................

International Symposium
1.00pm Saturday 14: October

Upper Hall, University of London Union, Malet Street, London WC1.

Includes first showing of Tariq Ali's biographical film of Ernest Mandel. Workshop and plenary speakers
include: Duncan Chapple, Penny Duggan, Ellis Hillman, Charlie van Gelderen, Jane Kelly, Andy Kilmister, Gill Lee,
Rick Simon and Geoff Ryan. Tickets £7 (£3.50 UB40/NUS). For more details, ‘phone: 0181 800 7460.




By Charlie van

Gelderen

THE DEATH OF Ernest
Mandel on July 20
deprived the Fourth
international of its
foremost leader and
thinker. As writer,
speaker and teacher,
he was by far the most
widely known
Trotskyist in the world.
Even those who did not
agree with him
respected his views
and the courage with
which he defended
them.

For Ernest, Trotskyism was
synonymous with Marxism.
His two volume Marxist Economic
Theory and his introduction to
the Penguin edition of Capital,
placed Marx’s ‘theories firmly
in the present epoch and
marked him as one of the fore-
most exponents and champi-
ons of Marx’s thought. .
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His literary output is formidable.
But Mandel was more than a theore-
tician. As a Marxist, for him theory
and practice were indivisible. That is

why the building and strengthening of |

the Fourth International was central

Charlie van Gelderen speaking at 1988 Socialist Outiook rally also addressed by Mandel

to his life. Like Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky before him, he knew that
the working class could not carry out
its historic task without a party and
that party had to be international, not
only in outlook, making genuflections

Photo: Martine Stead

to internationalism, but organisation-
ally. Marx’s eleventh thesis on Feuer-
bach, “the philosophers have only
interpreted the world, the thing is to
change it” was the foundation of his
political life.

That is why, from the age of fifteen,
he devoted himself to what he re-
garded the central task for today—
the building of the Fourth
International.

He was severely critical of those
he characterised as suffering from the
disease of “national communism”,
who subordinated the interests of
parts of the world proletariat to what
they considered to be the priorities
flowing from the needs of party build-
ing, in their own country.

Sophism

He regarded the argument of the
British Socialist Workers Party, that
you first had to build the basement
and the floor before you can build the
roof (the international) as a crude
sophism. What architect or group of
workers, he asked, could ever build a
roof without knowing from the be-
ginning of the building process, what
it is going to be and how it is going to
be built; not just through a blueprint
but through the current experience
of building.

“National communism”, even
when proclaimed by comrades with
the best of intentions, is but a variant
of the reactionary utopia of “social-
ism in one country”.

For Ernest, to be a Marxist, a pro-
letarian revolutionary was first of all,

to be an internationalist. This he was _

Mandel on Trotsky’s Marxism

JUST AS Leninism
possesses definite
characteristics and
constitutes a definite
stage in the development
and enrichment of
Marxism, so Trotskyism
appears today with its
own specific traits as a
broadening of the
teachings of Marx,
Engels, and Lenin.
Trotskyism is the
Marxism of our epoch.
THE CHIEF merit of Trotsky
from the point of view of the
history of ideas consists in this:
he has literally preserved
Marxism in the midst of a
general recession of the
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Marxism can be
maintained only on
condition that it is
continually enriched.
po sy % AR R R RN
five continents would have
striven to arrive by common
effort at a Marxist conception of
actual events. But the balance of
these efforts, in proportion to
the positive results attained,
would have witnessed a striking
amount of wasted time and lost
effort.

Within his own person, Trotsky
filled the gap created in the

history of the working class
movement by the disappearance

the mounting waves of reaction
and fascism.

Trotsky's work from this
period continue to be studied by
thousands of young workers and
intellectuals throughout the
world, because these works
alone represent the Marxist
tradition in this dark period in
the history of humanity.

Like any method of
investigation and systemisation
of the facts of experience,
Marxism can be maintained only
on condition that it is continually
enriched. Any attempt to fall
back defensively on “‘tradition”,
without any effort to encompass
the new developments which are
continually taking place through
the sieve of the materialist
dialectic, is certain to bring

workers’ movement, and of
a complete degeneration of
the traditional parties and
ideologies.

Without yielding an inch,
he has preserved the
Leninist heritage, on the
tactical plane, against the
enveloping movements of
the epigones of Lenin and
Stalin’s hacks. With the
same tenacity, he defended
this heritage against the
feeble yet incessant attacks
of reformism and centrism.

One trembles at the
thought of what would have
happened had Trotsky died
in 1923. Of course
Marxism, the expression of
contemporary social reality and
its internal dynamics would have
been preserved by others.

Tens, later hundreds, of young
theoretician and tacticians of

of a whkle generation, which
was corrupted and physically
broken by Stalinism,
demoralised by the succession
of defeats, and annihilated by

about a fatal ossification of
the theory and to end in its
certain death.

Trotsky's represents the
only serious effort to
interpret in the light of
Marxism, those
disconcerting phenomena of
the last three decades,
namely: the development of
fascism, the usurpation of
power in the. USSR by the
bureaucracy, the zig-zag
evolution of the Soviet
4 Union’s economy, the

monstrously accelerated
decay of the capitalist world,

Ernest (left) and brother Michel Photo: La Gauche and the general crisis in the

revolutionary leadership of
the proletariat.

On Trotsky has fallen the
heavy task of enriching the
heritage of Marx and Lenin in the
epoch of reaction and triumphing
counter-revolution.

Speaking during an education school in 1950

He has thus continued the
tradition with the same
implacable clarity, the same
breadth of vision, the same
sharpness of analysis

Photo: L a Gauche

possessed by those who
preceded him.
Fourth International, July 1947



with every fibre of his being. When
dedicating one of his books to com-
rades who had died, the highest
praise he could bestow on them was
that they were internationalists.

Some of the intellectuals, some of
them erstwhile members of the Fl,
who rushed into print with obituaries
after Mandel’s death, were scornful
of his revolutionary optimism.

Typical of this was Tariq Ali’s piece
in the Independent (July 21). These
people, overcome by the current
situation, the temporary success of
capitalism in pushing back the fron-
tiers of socialism and curbing the mili-
tancy of the working class, have
retreated into reformist politics or to
their ivory towers. They take the
doomsday scenario which they re-
gard as permanent, or, at best, for the
foreseeable future.

Tariq accuses him of hiding the
truth, of “masking the fact with heady
rhetoric”. This shows how little he
knows Mandel, who he probably con-
fuses with the nasty sexist caricature,
Ezra Einstein, in his tasteless fictional
satire Redemption.

“One would have to be blind and
deaf”, Mandel wrote, “not to see that
the world situation is still very bad for
the wage-earning class, that capital is
still clearly on the offensive the world
over”. (World Socialism Today BI-
DOM No. 125, May-june 1995).

In contrast to those intellectuals,
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who were drawn into the Fl in the
heady days of 1968 and the Vietnam
campaign, and who now believe that
the working class no longer has a role
to play on the political stage, Mandel,
the dialectical materialist, took the
long view of history.

From that longer-term point of
view, “several important factors are
operating in our favour. On a world
scale, the wage earning class is still
growing, and growing in an impres-
sive way, although not in all countries
and all sectors at the same pace.
Internationally, it has long passed the
billion mark.

From the age of fifteen,

he devoted himself towhat
he regarded the central
task for today— building
the Fourth International.

“Iif you add to this the semi-prole-
tariat of landless peasants in impor-
tant third world countries, you will
probably reach the figure of two bil-
lion” (ibid).

While the pessimists and back-slid-
ers could see only retreats and de-
feats, like Marx after the collapse of
the First International, Lenin after the
betrayal of August 1914, and Trotsky
in the dark days after Hitler came to

power, Ernest Mandel, in the best
marxist traditions, analysed the cur-
rent situation and came to quite a
different prognosis.

“We believe that we have passed
the lowest point of the working
class’s and mass movements’ re-
treats. The fight back is now rising”
(ibid).

He based this optimistic outlook
on the growth of those layers of the
wage earning class in sectors like tele-
communications, banking and the so-
called service industries, as well as
those in semi-automated industrial
plants.

Strike action in these sectors in
these sectors could paralyse the capi-
talist economy more effectively than
the “classical” strikes in mines, steel
or auto plants. The incompetence
and corruption in the top echelons of
these concerns is already affecting the
mental outlook of those who live only
on their salaries.

For Ernest, the building of the
Fourth International was the primary
purpose of his life. Of all the group-
ings which claimed allegiance to Trot-
skyism, the Fl is the only one which
has succeeded in establishing itself as
a genuinely internationalist, world-
wide movement, with sections in 50
countries and sympathetic associa-
tions in many more. None of the
sects which claim Trotskyist ortho-
doxy can equal this.

As he has written many times, it is
during non-revolutionary conjunctu-
ral phases of the class struggle that
revolutionaries conquer the capacity
to lead their class when the possibility
of revolution begins to appear. It was
in the period 1912-1914 that the Bol-
sheviks gained the capacity to lead the
revolution of [917.

Ernest Mandel, marxist, revolu-
tionary, internationalist, fought all his
life to change the world, but to

“Building of the Fauﬂli International was the primary purpose of his life”

change it with a specific purpose to
eliminate all social conditions in
which human beings are debased,
downtrodden, mutilated in their pos-
sibility of developing all their. human
potential.

This is what he fought for when he
joined the resistance in Belgium dur-
ing the war. It was to remain his goal
right up to the moment when the fatal
heart attack struck.

£5,000 Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund is launched

Global effort aims to establish
Ernest Mandel Study Centre

By Aidan Day

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK is
launching a £5,000 Ernest
Mandel Memorial Fund.

As part of an international cam-
paign by supporters of the Fourth
International, the money will go to-
wards strengthening International
Viewpoint and the Fourth Interna-
tional’s International Institute for Re-
search and Education in Amsterdam.

The Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund
has also organised the rally and Sy-
posium advertised elsewhere in this
issue.

Ernest Mandel founded the Inter-
national Institute for Research and
Education (HRE) in 1983 as a unique
study centre for activists in the labour
and liberation movements. Hundreds
have participated in its initiatives.

In order to achieve a truly demo-
cratic society it is necessary not only
to learn the lessons of past struggles
but also to develop a analysis of the

ﬂ'leOI'y + r U(ﬁ(e looks in-depth at key issues of

socialist analysis and strategy. Each issue examines a
subject of importance to socialists in greater depth and
at greater length than is possible in Socialist Outlook.
Back issues available
6 Revolution & Counter- Revolution In Nicaragua.

7 Asian War on the Horizon?
8 A World in Crisis

9 A fighting programme for socialists
10 Fighting back for Socialism
Send 50p each copy to Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109,
London, N4 2UU.

Half-price bundles

‘Many Socialist Outlook readers will be interested in car-
rying forward the discussions reflected in theory+prac-
tice by taking copies to sell. Bundles in multiples of 10

carry a 50 per cent discount.

present that will guide future mili-
tants.

The Institute aims to develop re-
search and education in socialism and
democracy. It organises courses,
seminars and study groups on a wide
range of subjects, including econom-
ics, ecology, political theory, trades
unionism, national liberation, women
and other emancipation movements.

Mandel centre

The IlIRE has recently decided to
create an Ernest Mandel Study Cen-
tre on the premises of the Amster-
dam school to further develop the
non-dogmatic, open-minded and
revolutionary theory Mandel fought
for all his life.

Participants and lecturers come
from all over the world to work in
close collaboration—to exchange
ideas and information and to forge a
broad framework for international
solidarity and understanding.

Alongside practical education the
lIRE has an important publications
programme. It is running two series:
the Notebooks for Study and Research
and a number of Working Papers.

All Notebooks appear in French and
English. Some have also been pro-
duced in German, Portugese, Dutch,
ltalian and Turkish.

They are comprehensive studies;
in-depth, open-minded and critical
contributions made by and for activ-
ists.

~ The Working Papers are prelimi-
nary discussions, distributed on a
small scale and geared towards an
interdisciplinary and international de-
bate that will stimulate deeper re-
search into the pressing problems of
socialist strategy in modern capitalist
society.

All of these projects will directly
benefit from the establishment of the
study centre.

Press service

The other main goal of the Memo-
rial Fund is to raise a substantial sum
to help strengthen the work of the
Fourth International.

Over the last year the Interna-

tional has taken great efforts to
strengthen its international press
service. As well as producing English,
Spanish, German and French monthlies
— the English-language edition is Inter-
national Viewpoint — the International
uses the Internet to transmit news and
political reports to its sections and
sympathising organisations.

The developments has extended
participation in the press service —
allowing the creation of ‘virtual edi-
torial boards’ on the Internet and
allows writing, proof-reading, sub-ed-
iting and design work on the same
magazine to be carried out by by a
team of people spread across five
continents.

[J Please send me a receipt.

Telephone...........ccccoeeein tevin,

Please contribute to the
Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund

The Fund aims to help establish the Study Centre and to
develop the work of the Fourth International. Please
make cheques payable to ‘Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund'.

[ please send me details of the Fl Supporters’ Association
) Return to: Ernest Mandel-Memorial Fund,
; PO Box 1109; London N4 2UU. -
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Before the Wall - and after

Mandel on Stalinism
and Eastern Europe

One of the toughest tasks of the
_post war Fourth International was
to fill the immense gap left by the
death of Leon Trotsky, and de-
velop a coherent political re-
sponse to the complex changes
taking place in the Eastern Euro-
pean ‘buffer zone’ ~ the countries
liberated by the Red Army.

Much of this fell to the young Er-
nest Mandel, whose document
‘The Soviet Union after the War
and the Policy of the Communist
Parties’, drafted in 1946, was
adopted as the position of the
FI's International Secretariat.

The document, written before the
Cold War lurch towards nationali-
sations and the consolidation of
the monolithic rule of Stalinist
parties - and without our benefit
of hindsight - strongly rejected
the notion of a new ‘bureaucratic
imperialism’, and also the grow-
ing view that the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy was ‘cbjectively’
carrying through the socialist
revolution.

Here we print some extracts.

Defence of the USSR
against imperialism

LET US first state precisely what
‘unconditional defence of the USSR’
does not mean for a Bolshevik Len-
inist:

1. It does not mean to be silent about,
to hide, to excuse or to avoid condemn-
ing any crime of Stalinism, whatever it
may be or wherever perpetrated.

2. it does not mean being silent about
or hiding any political difference with
Stalinism, nor abandoning the policy of
ceaseless unmasking the Stalinist lead-
ers as avowed enemies of the proletarian
revolution. -

3. It does not mean to support any
given movement of Soviet troops, any
diplomatic manoeuvre of the Kremlin,
when these go against the interests of the
proletariat.

4. It does not mean abandoning any-
where any principle of the class struggle.

Wherever the Red Army may intervene
to support the bourgeois state or prop-
erty, the FI will assist the proletariat in
opposing by every means, including
arms, such counter-revolutionary inter-
vention.

5. It does not mean the slightest aban-
doning of revolutionary defeatism in the
capitalist countries allied with the
USSR.

6. It does not mean automatic accep-
tance of any given political, economic or
military measure taken by the bureauc-
racy in the course of a war with imperi-
alism.

The struggle against
the bureaucracy

This propaganda can be carried on
effectively only if we unreservedly con-
demn Stalin’s barbarous interventions in
the buffer countries; only if we show,
with concrete examples, that the Stalin-
ist policy is as ineffective for the USSR
as it is fatal for the proletariat; only if we
endeavour by every means to dissociate
the cause of communism and of the
USSR from Stalinism, the gangrene of
the workers’ movement and of Soviet
Russia.

In the buffer countries the cause of
‘defence of the USSR’ demands the lib-
eration of the workers’ movement from
the killing weight of Stalinism; unless
the class struggle is consistently carried
on in these regions, integral assimilation
of the countries into the imperialist bloc
is only a matter of time.

the slogan of ‘immediate withdrawal
of the occupation troops’, tied to the
slogan of carrying on and broadening the
revolutionary struggle against the totter-
ing bourgeoisie, is required both in order
to achieve the liberation of the workers’
movement from the Stalinist grip and to
halt the increasing demoralisation of the
proletariat which results from the reac-
tionary policy of plunder, police contro}
and counter- revolution of the Stalinist
occupation forces.

This reactionary policy will inevita-
bly throw the petty-bourgeois masses
and even many working class layers into
the arms of the parties which are agents
of imperialism — unless the revolution-
ary proletariat itself resolutely fights this
policy.

But at the same time the FI must be
careful not to confuse the revolutionary
struggle for withdrawal of the Russian
occupation troops with any kind of aid
to the anti-Soviet bourgeois reaction,
which aims to destroy the reforms intro-
duced since the end of the war.

We oppose the looting, the disman-
tling and removal of machinery: but we
will try to extend and deepen the nation-
alisations, demanding the abolition of
indemnities, expropriation of the banks,
generalisation of workers’ control and
management. '

Bureaucratic
realisation of the
Soclalist revolution?

“The facts prove the complete falsity
of the theory that the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy would be compelled *‘ob-
jectively to carry through the
socialist revolution in other coun-
tries”’.

This theory is a complete petty bour-
geois revision of the Marxist-Leninist
concept both of the state and of thee
proletarian revolution.

The social origin of the personnel of
the state apparatus is not what deter-
mines the nature of the state: on the
contrary, the nature of the state derives
from its structure, which is determined
by the relations of production on which
it is based.

“A policeman who is a ‘socialist’ is
not a socialist but a bourgeois police-
man,” said Trotsky.

Even if the majority of officials of the
bourgeois state were members of the
Stalinist party — which is not so in any of
the buffer countries — the nature of the
state would not be qualitatively differ-
ent.

The Russian state, it is true, long ago
lost the structure characteristic of a
workers’ state; in The Revolution Be-
trayed, Trotsky emphasised the fact that
its structure was approaching more and
more closely that of a bourgeois state.
But what we are dealing with there is a
process of degeneration in a previously
established workers’ state. In 1917 the
workers and poor peasants completely
destroyed the framework of the bour-
geois state, and they consummated this

“destruction in four years of civil war.

The Marxist conception of the social-
ist role of the proletariat is based pre-
cisely on the fact that economically, as
Lenin showed, the proletariat is the only
class in society which, when it becomes
the ruling class, can move on toward the
gradual abolition of classes and of the
state.

The revisionists strike both at this
conception, by claiming that the Stalinist
bureaucracy can ‘take the place of® the
proletariat, which they describe as “in-
capable of fulfilling its historic mis-
sion”, and also at the very concept of
socialism, which is now to be thought of
as meaning less and less control by the
masses, less and less initiative for the
masses, and less and less freedom for
them.

Finally, this thesis completely revises
the Trotskyist conception of the objec-
tively counter-revolutionary role of the
Stalinist bureaucracy both in Russia and
in other countries.

To be sure the bureaucracy furiously
‘defends’ the economic bases which is-
sued from the October revolution: but it
defends them bureaucratically.

The whole struggle of the Bolshevik-
Leninists for 23 years has been based on
the belief — verified at every turn of
history —that bureaucratic defence of the
collective property begets the degenera-
tion of collective property; and that ‘bu-
reaucratic defence’ of the USSR drives
the country from one diplomatic defeat

L‘Imei éravalgger of world revolution: Stalin Wlth sucessnr l(uschev

50 years on: refuting ‘state capitalism’

Mandel continued the battie
against ‘state capitalist’ theories
on the class nature of the de-
formed and degenerated work-
ers’ states right up to the end.
‘Almost 50 years after writing his
careful analysis of the Eastern
European buffer countries and
his rebuttal of the notion of ‘bu- -
reaucratic imperialism’, he
again took up the fight —in a po-
lemic against the British SWP.

“THE ATTEMPTED neo-Stalinist
coup in the USSR, and its dramatic
aftermath, show we are entering a
turning point in world history. The
political tendency I belong to, the
Fourth International, in common
with the British SWP, condemned

the coup from the start and ap-
plauded the mass workers’ mobilisa-
tions which contributed decisively
to its defeat.

But now, as has been clear for a long
time, the issue is posed whether capital-
ism will be restored in Eastern Europe,
the Soviet Union, Cuba and China.

For us, contrary to the logic of the
SWP, such an outcome would signify a
major victory for world imperialism.
capitalism can only be restored by in-
flicting major defeats on the working
class.

The bureaucracy in the deformed and
degenerated workers’ states is incapable
of resistinghcapitalist restoration; indeed
whole sections of the bureaucracy are
preparing to find themselves a new
niche as capitalists or in the state appa-
ratus of a reconstituted capitalist system.

For us, the working class and the
small minority of socialists in these
states have to pursue a double struggle.
First they have to fight against the bu-
reaucracy to the end, ensuring its politi-
cal defeat. While in some circumstances
it may be possible to address and win
over sections of the base of the old
Stalinist and neo-Stalinist parties, that is
not the political heart of the matter. Po-
litically there must be a relentless strug-
gle to defeat the old Stalinist and
neo-Stalinist parties, and build mass in-
dependent unions and new workers’
parties.

But at the same time, socialists must
resist every attempt to destroy the col-
lectivised property relations —~ con-
cretely this means battling without
reservation against attempts to privatise
enterprises and destroy the social gains
of the working class - the inefficient,

unfair, chronically disorganised, but
nonetheless real gains of huge subsidies
on rents and food, ultra-cheap housing
and transport, free childcare and health
care and - above all — guaranteed em-
ployment.

We have no nostalgia for Stalinism
whatever. But every revolution engen-
ders the danger of counter-revolution.
Who could believe that the re-estab-
lishment of capitalism in the USSR,
China or Cuba could be anything other
than a defeat?

But for the SWP this is not the case.
For them this would merely be a ‘step
sideways’. The theory of state capital-
ism is incapable of respondipg to the
needs of the dual struggle against
Stalinism and capitalist restoration.”

(Excerpt from The Fallacies of State
Capitalism: £3.95 from Socialist Out-
look)

to another, strengthens world imperial-
ism, and deals mortal blows to the world
proletariat.

The whole struggle of the Bolshevik-
Leninists against Stalinism has been
based on that fact that its role is that of
the grave-digger of the world revolution
and of the USSR. Yet now suddenly this
grave-digger is presented to us as the one
who will “‘objectively carry through the
proletarian revolution”.

It is clear that what we have here is a
capitulation under the pressure of
Stalinism - a capitulation resulting both
from disillusionment in the absence of a
victorious revolutionary movement and
from complete lack of confidence in the
revolutionary potentialities of the world
proletariat.”

Bureaucratic
imperialism?

‘At the other end of the rainbow of
revisionist tendencies on the nature
of the USSR is the concept that “‘the
policy of expansion is determined by
the state structure and the need for
internal accumulation of capital, i.e.,
by its imperialist character.”

We have shown that it is incorrect to
compare the bureaucracy’s participation
in the ‘joint stock’ companies in the
buffer countries with the export of impe-
rialist capital. =

We have also shown the diametri-
cally opposite sociological conse-
quences of imperialism’s actions and the
actions of bureaucratic expansionism.

Justas it is false to determine whether
there is socialism by abstracting the role
and condition of the masses, so it is
wrong to confine oneself to counting the
number of policemen and prisons to de-
termine the social role of intervention by
a foreign country.

The comrades actually compare im-
perialist repression (for example the re-
pression of British imperialism in
Palestine or in India) with the bureauc-
racy’s repression, which is directed first
of all against elements of the possessing
classes.

In order to determine the social nature
of a country, the dialectic method of
historical materialism always starts from
the situation in its entirety.

To isolate one factor (the state, politi-
cal regime, etc.) from this whole and to
set it up as the sole criterion for deter-
mining the social nature is absolutely
contrary to this method.”
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Manchester RMT militant victimised

Rail bosses attack
the right to picket

Last week Chris
Jones secretary
of the passenger
traffic, carriage
and wagon
grades
conference of
the RMT was
sacked for not
crossing an
ASLEF picket
line.

SIMON KENNEDY
asked him to
explain the
events around
his dismissal

“I went to work on the Fri-
day morming of the ASLEF
strike and came across a
picket line. I hadn’t ex-
pected to, but when I found
it I decided not to cross. 1
stopped for a while to talk
to the ASLEF pickets and

then cleared off home.
Six weeks later 2 manager

Ending the
Nightmare.
Socialists against
racism and
fascism.Published
by Socialist
Outlook, £4.95

Reviewed by

Martyn Owen

DISTILLING many of
the key lessons of the
struggles against mass
fascist movements in
the 1930s, and looking
in detail at the fight
against fascist violence
and state racism today,
this new book offers a
useful source of infor-
mation for
campaigners and social-
ists.

The first, historical, sec-
tion of the book examines
the rise of fascism in Italy,
Germany and Spain, explor-
ing the roots of this most
brutal backlash of a crisis-
ridden capitalism. A exten-
sive chronology helps set
these events in a wider con-
text.

An article by Dave
Packer sums up the special
nature of fascism:

“Fascism is not just reac-

approached me very infor-
mally to explain what I'd
meant by “ASLEF picket” on
anote explaining my absence.

I realised then that they
were going down the road of
discipline. Charges were soon
presented. ’

They clearly came from
the highest level of manage-
ment.

I was in fact charged the
very day after the current
management of Inter City
West Coast had been told that
they were not going to be al-
lowed to buy the company un-
til after the general election.

Perhaps it was coinci-
dence, but maybe they took a
decision that now was the
time to do a bit of union bust-
ing - now that it was not going
to impinge upon their short-
term sales plans. These things
are in manager’s minds.

I was charged with failing
to go to work, taking unoffi-
cial industrial action in breach
of my contract of employment
and taking actions likely to
induce other people to break
their contracts of employ-

ment.

At the hearing I was
sacked.

People saw it not as not just
an attack on me, which of

course it was, but a collective -

attack on the shop stewards.
This was understood straight
away by everybody.

The relations between the
various unions are very good
in the complex. For five or six

_years we have had what is -

now called the joint shop
stewards committee, which
has done a very good job.

One of the reasons I'm be-
ing got rid of is because the
shop stewards are very effec-
tive in the depot and further
afield. .

Whether the management
have a strategy as such, in
terms of planning everything,
is hard to say. But certainly
they do want to get rid of us.
We’ve been a thom in their
side.

The whole system is being
fragmented.

In my depot itself, Long-
sight, part of the West Coast
line, there is serious possibili-

Anti-racist

tion; it means civil war,
mass slaughter and the
physical elimination of
whole social groups. ‘Mid-
night of the century’ was
not really a strong enough
phrase to describe the pe-
riod unleashed by the 1933
victory of German fascism.”

Packer distinguishes be-
‘tween fascism and a
straightforward military
crackdown; to wage its war
on the workers’ movement,
fascism mobilises the most
desperate layers:

“The distinctive thing
about fascism is the build-
ing of a’plebeian alliance, a
mass movement, to crush
the organisations of thg .
working class. This was not
fundamentally what Gen-
eral Pinochet did in Chile in
the 1970s. .

it

Fascism WIMps up the dispossessd into a fnzied ciil waron

“If we put the label ‘fas-
cist’ on every military dicta-
torship, then the word starts
to lose any specific mean-
ing.”

The article on Germany
from Ernest Mandel ex-
plores the way the once
prosperous middle classes,
squeezed by the power of
big capital on the one side
and the trade unions on the
other, could be whipped
into a frenzy by the Nazis’
conspiracy theories.

But Mandel also under-
lines the criminal role
played by the trade union
and social democratic lead-
ers in Germany, who ob-
structed working class
resistance and offered no
policies radical enough to
win over the petty bourgeoi-
sie:

ties that this can be broken
down even more. People seri-
ous believe that we could see
a fragmentation down to a lo-
cal level.

There’s a joke going
around that we’ll end up with
“Longsight Limited”’: a
maintenance outfit. They’re
already talking about main-
taining buses and lawnmow-
ers.
The head of West Coast
Inter City was actually the ap-
peals officer when the ‘Pic-
cadilly Four” were sacked
three years ago. At the indus-
trial tribunal he said that he:
had been involved in the
provocation of strikes in order
to get rid of shop stewards. He
publicly admitted it.

I am sure he said it because

he wanted people to be aware -

that was what he was willing
to do. He used the tribunal
statements to scare people.
Maybe that is what is going on
now.

It is certainly the case that
on of the biggest obstacles to
privatisation is the continued
existence of the RMT.

e, ) L

workers’ movement

“The spontaneous reac-
tion of the German workers
was to resist fascism, by all
possible means including
violent means. Hundreds
and hundreds of initiatives
were taken at local level,
factory level, neighbour-
hood level, to show that.
We now have tremendous
evidence of this.

“I have many examples,
and I feel very strongly
about this, because that is
one of the key turning
points of history, where the
responsibility of the social
democratic and stalinist mis-
leaders of the working class
is so terrible.

“What they did at that
time cost mankind 80 mil-
lion deaths. It is not the
fault of the workers; not the
fault of our class. It’s not be-

, ,, ‘

The right

There’s no doubt about it.

They are trying to destroy
the union’s executive, forcing
the full-time members back to
work next year. This is a ma-
jor attack on the union’s struc-
ture. Getting at the reps at a
local level is part of it.

My own RMT branch has
been brilliant. A lot of the
shop stewards on the depot
have been running around
with the petition for my rein-
statement.

I went to the depot last
week and was given a letter
from 18 of my work-mates. It
said that I had their support,
that more would have signed,
but the management has been
issuing threats to anyone as-
sociating with me.

They are clearly worried.

to

ammunition

cause of anything inher-
ently wrong with the Ger-
man labour movement. The
fault is with these leader-
ships and exclusively with
them.”

The ultra-left sectarian
line of the German Commu-
nist Party, which turned its
back on Lenin’s ‘united
front’ tactic to wage a hys-
terical campaign, denounc-
ing the social democrats as
‘social fascists’, was a
tragic repetition of the er-
rors of the young Italian CP
in the early 1920s, exam-
ined in an article by Geoff
Ryan.

A frightening article by
Peter Purton examines the
continuity between the bar-
baric hostility of fascism to-
wards homosexuality and
today’s ‘mainstream’ of
right wing bigotry:

*““The hatred of the fas-
cists for homosexuality was
not, and is not today, the
whim of a twisted mind of a
Heinrich Himmler or Jean-
Marie Le Pen, but part of an
ideology which took to a
murderous conclusion the
already existing oppression
of homosexuality prevalent
in capitalist society.”

A second section of the
book examines movements
of the far-right in Europe to-
day - with special reference-
to the British BNP nazis, Le
Pen’s French National
Front, and the nationalist

- far- right in ex-Yugoslavia.

picket must mean the right to turn back workers

What we need now is a na-
tional campaign for my rein-
statement that defends the
right of workers not to cross
picket lines.”

A campaign has
heen launched for
Chris Jones’s
reinstatement,
backed by leading
members of the
RMT.

Contact the
campaign at
Department 13. 1
Newton St,
Manchester M1 THW

The third section of the
book looks at the fight
against racism and fascism
in Britain today, pointing
the finger primarily at the
growing battery of racist
laws now being built up by
the Tories, with active,
shameful connivance from
Labour:

“The result of this whole
barrage of legislation was to
create a battery of measures
for keeping black immi-
grants and asylum seekers
out, and at the same time to
give the police and immigra-
tion authorities powers
which intimidated and har-
assed sections of the black
community living here.”

A fitting tribute to the
memory of Bob Smith, a So-
cialist Outlook supporter
and enthusiastic fighter
against racism and fascism
who died last year, the book
represents a genuine contri-
bution to the political ar-
moury of the left.

It offers in easy and ac-
cessible form many of the
key points from a wide
range of experiences span-
ning 70 years of struggle by -
socialists.

- It deserves to be widely
read by all those continuing
that fight today.

M Order your copy, £5
post free, from Socialist
Outlook, PO Box 1109,
London N4 2UU.
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WORLD OUTLOOK

Swedish demonstrators, but an international message.

it/

Swedish Social
Democrats in poll fiasco

FIASCO! The headline of
Sweden’s social demo-
cratic newspaper Afton-
bladet said it all. In a single
year the vote of the Social
Democratic Party has
fallen from 45 to 28 per
cent.

The Left Party (ex-commu-
nist) and the modestly left-
wing Greens doubled and
quadrupled their vote.

Together they are larger
than the Social Democrats.
The left party’s 12.9 per cent is
an all time high.

Kjell Pettersson of the
Fourth International’s Socialist
Party said that the elections
results “show how the eco-
nomic crisis is becoming po-
litical The voters are tired of EU
instigated cuts”.

In December 1993 the gov-
ernment decided to reduce un-
employment benefit and
sickness relief from 90 to 80
per cent.

The LO national trade union
federation and Social Demo-
cratic Party organised a
30,000 strong demonstration.
Party chairman Invar Carlsson
made an extremely militant
speech, full of promises.

Now the party is in govern-
ment Carlsson has cut unem-
ployment and sickness relief
down to 75 per cent to demon-
strate to the market whose
side they are really on.

Meanwhile the export in-
dustry continues to make huge
profits and the Swedish
Bourse is at an all time high.

The List for Justice has
been set up to oppose the at-
tacks. The Socialist Party, Of-
fensivand an impressive list of
union militants (often mem-
bers of the Social Democratic
Party) are involved.

It gained 14,644 votes, 0.6
per cent of the total. Kjell Pet-
tersson said “the List’s plat-
form expresses what the
maijority of people think, even

if some of our voters ab-
stained. Despite being ignored
by the media, in 35 cities we
received over one per cent.”

On September 8 the List or-
ganised an anti-Chirac dem-
onstration of 750 students that
gained national attention.

Its activists are confident in
the List's prospects. As the
Social Democrats implement
austerity they will lose their
traditional support from LO
trades unionists.

Photo: Peter Lindgren

The election in Sweden
shows how Sweden is becom-
ing less and less an interna-
tionafly renowned welfare
state, and more an ordinary
West Buropean country with a
weak welfare system and
state-dependent parties with-
out active memberships.

Whether the political vac-
uum will be filled by left radi-
cals like the List for Justice or
right-wing populists is still an
open question.

French tests:
the anger
explodes

By Antoine
Bouvier

THE MYTH that people in
France were indifferent
to the thermonuclear
threat has been thor-
oughly scotched in the

~ weeks since President

Chirac announced the re-
sumption of French nu-

clear tests in the Pacific.

While the wave of militant
opposition to the tests in
French Polynesia itself has
attracted wide publicity,
within metropolitan France
polls show opposition to the
tests running at more than 60
per cent.

At least 145 organisations
have come together around
an international appeal
which constitutes the basis
of the “ACDC” campaign.
ACDC organised protests
throughout the country fol-
lowing the first test on Sep-
tember 6, and is organising
a big national demonstration
in Paris on September 30.

Appeal

The campaign’s “interna-
tional appeal for the immedi-
ate and definitive halting of
nuclear tests” reads as fol-
lows: “in defiance of French
and international public opin-
ion, President Chirac has un-
dertaken a series of eight
nuclear tests in the south Pa-

cific. Everything must be
done to put an end to this.

“This decision opens the
door to the resumption of
tests by other countries. All
efforts to limit and ultimately
abolish nuclear weapons are
thus undermined. Conse-
quently, we solemnly de-
mand that the President of
the Republic abandon the nu-
clear tests and signs today
the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty”

ACDGC has received sup-
port from a wide spectrum of
groups including the major
ecological and anti-racist or-
ganisations.

Refused

. While the campaign has
the support of both the
French Communist Parly and
the CP-dominated CGT trade
union federation, the Social-
ist Party has refused to sign
the appeal, since party pol-
icy continues to favour the re-
tention of French nuclear
arms.

The PS participated in the
September 30 demonstration
on the basis of opposition to
the tests alone.

The issue of the nuclear
tests has also served to sour
France’s alleged “love af-
fair” with nuclear power: sup-
port is growing for a
campaign for the closure of
the accident-prone Super-
phenix nuclear plant near
Lyon, recently reopened at
30 per cent capacity in defi-
ance of local opinion.

The mess‘CIinton left behind

New Somali skirmishes

.

By Bala Kumar

IN SOMALIA the war-
lords are getting restless.

Over the last month self

proclaimed President,
General Farah Aideed
launched attacks on other
militias fuelling fears
among Somalis that war
and war induced famine
may visit them once more.

Since the US pull-out a
fragile peace has been main-
tained which rested on decen-
tralised forms of government
involving clan elders, relig-
ious leaders and clan-based
militias.

Aideed’s personal fief re-
mains South Mogadishu
while his allies in the Somali
National Alliance (SNA) con-
trol other areas.

The former dictator’ Siad
Barre spent his last days in
power the butt of jokes and
dublied the ““Mayor of
Mogadishu”’, the only part of
the country his government
ruled. Aideed and his cabinet
of ministers are anxious the

same fate doesn’t befall them.

In a show of authority
Aideed’s militia launched a
military assault on the impor-
tant town of Baidoa which
had been controlled by his
arch-rival Ali Mahdi of the
United Somali Congress.

They won the town but it
remains to be seen whether
they can keep it. Aideed has
also been trying to disarm
other militias.

Wealth

However it is the control of
arms that has given these clan
leaders their power and
wealth. They levy taxes on
food, goods and supplies pro-
duced and transported
through their zones.

A number of businessmen
including Aideed’s former
ally and financier Osman Atto
now have militias of their
own. Aideed has even had
trouble keeping his own sup-
porters  who occupy
Mogadishu Airport and Port
under his control.

Taxes and protection
money from the brisk trade

abroad in the intoxicant qat
and renewed banana exports
are fattening the warlords and
swelling the coffers of clan
militias.

At his victory rally in Bai-
doa on September 22nd
Aideed who is courting inter-
national recognition and fi-
nancial support announced
his plans in true general-
turned-statesman mode.

They include collection of
weapons of all calibres; devis-
ing a federal system of gover-
ment and then multi-party
elections with the proviso that
clan based parties are disal-
lowed.

While disarmament
sounds good to Western gov-
ernments and aid agencies it
has little relevance to local re-
alities. Among pastoral com-
munities every home has at
least one rifle of colonial vin-
tage to protect their livestock
and themselves from bandits
and'rival clans.

It is not disarmament so
much as demilitarisation that
ordinary Somalis want. The
freedom to travel without
endless harassment by mili-

tias regardless of their clan af-
filiation. The destruction of
the ‘technicals’, anti-aircraft
guns welded onto pick-up
trucks which could blow
away a neighbourhood. The
removal of clan militias from
the political scene.

Lectures

Aideed is hardly in a posi-
tion to lecture others about
forming a non-clan based
party. It isn’t even rival clan-
families that these militias are
ranged against. It’s their own!
Aideed and Ali Mahdi are
both members of the Hawiye
clan family. Nobody else is
any better.

Positive and durable
change can only come from
the same direction that drove
out the UN/US troops and
forced the militias to a truce.

That’s the women and men
who through all adversities
have run their homes, neigh-
bourhoods and villages with
courage and determination.
They don’thave heavy weap-
ons but they do have high
hopes.

What's
Happening

OCTOBER

Sat7

DEMAND justice Demon-
strate 12 noon Clissold Park
Green Lanes N16 Manor
House tube for march from
Stoke Newington to Totten-
ham.

Thurs 12

DAY of action in solidarity
with McDonald’s workers
meet 5-6pm Strand McDon-
ald’s, Charing Cross tube.

DAY of action in solidarity
with McDonald’s workers
picket of Manchester Arn-
dale McDonald’s 12 noon -
1pm

Frl 13

CELEBRATE the life of Ernest
Mandel rally. Note new
venue: Conference Centre
Congress House Great
Russell St WC1 7.00pm
sharp with speakers including
Tariq Ali, Duncan Hallas
(SWP), Penny Duggan
(USFB, and Charlie Van
Gelderen (Socialist Outlook).
Tickets £3 from Ernest Man-
del Memorial Fund, PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU

Sat 14

NO MORE racist laws! Picket
10 Downing Street SW112
noon. Westminster tube
SYMPOSIUM on the marxism
of Ernest Mandel 1pm to 6pm
ULU, Malet Street, WC1 Exclu-
sive showing of Tariq Ali’s
film on the life of Ernest Man-
del speakers include Andy
Kilmister, Francois Vercam-
men, Rick Simon, Ellis Hill-
man.Tickets £7 (£3.50
NUS/UB40) from Ernest Man-
det Memorial Fund, PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU

NATIONAL day of action .
against immigration deten-
tion centres organised by Na-
tional Network against
Detention and Deportation
Protests at Oxford, London,
Manchester Hull and Haslar.
Details 0171 837 1450.

Mon 15

RAGE, Class And Black Strug-
gle 5.30pm - 9.30pm ULU,
Malet St. Tickets £5/£1. Tel
0171 837 0041.

COMEDY night for London
Hospital campaigns 7.30pm
Wimbledon Theatre SW9: Jo
Brand, Mark Thomas, Arthur
Smith tel 0181 540 0362

Fri 20

FREE Satpal Ram national
demonstration 9am Court of
Appeal The Strand, London.
Details 0121 507 1618, 0114
2352618 or 0171 837 1450.

Sat 28

TUC demonstration: Unite
against racism. meet 12
noon Platt Fields for march
to Albert Square. Leaflets in
bulk available free from Kay
Carbury at TUC on 0171 636
4030 )

NOVEMBER
Sat 25

STOP hospital closures con-
ference sponsored by London
Health Emergency 11.00am
to 4.00pm ULU, Malet St.
London. WC1
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Eyewitness report by Bosnia aid worker

Tuzla bears
brunt of war

L. ]
JENNY MEES, a founder
of International Workers
Aid, recently returned
from an extended visit

to Tuzla. She gives a
vivid picture of everyday
life in the city and the
pressures caused by the
continuing war. -
L.~

IT IS DIFFICULT to form a bal-
anced opinion while in Tuzla,
with so many contradictory im-
pressions. The region, especially
the town of Tuzla, is still a multi-
cultural and democratic society
that we should support.

Life is hard and difficult. There is
a lot of corruption and favouritism.
A lot of undemocratic machinery is
in place.

The fall of Srebrenica caused a
shock in the Tuzla region, not only
because of the horror of the events,
but because of the further strain it put
on the town’s meagre resources.

The new refugees were distrib-

Jenny Mees with the mayor of Tuzla (centre-left)

uted among the various areas of the
region. By the end of July, nearly
5000 had arrived —including 15 Ser-
bian families from Srebrenica. Tuzla
is awfully crowded.’

Earlier refugees from Srebrenica
have formed a kind of council to deal
with the problems of the new refu-
gees, such as tensions between the
“old”” and “‘new”’ refugees, and with
the Tuzla municipal authorities.

Trades unions

Many of the activists had been
active in trade unions before the war,
and, although they are no longer em-

ployed, are trying to integrate into -
~—the Tuzla trade unions.

There were several incidents after
the arrival of the refugees. One Ser-
bian citizen was brutally murdered
and several Serbian families were
forced to leave their homes. These
incidents—about 100 altogether—
were worse in the surrounding mu-
nicipalities than in Tuzla itself.

Matters are now under control,
but of course tension has mounted
and harassment of Serbian citizens
has become worse.

I'met Miso Bozic of the Serb Civic
Council (SCC) in Tuzla, who com-

TH

BALKAN WARS

Leon Trotsky’s war
correspondence

This 546-page collection of essays
normally retails for £20.95. Some-
times polemical, sometimes hu-
morous, always incisive, Leon
Trotsky’s on-the-spot analysis of
national and social conflicts in the
Balkans, written between 1908 and
1913, sheds light on the conflicts shaking these coun-
tries today. While limited stocks remain, this vital
book is available at the 50% discount prite of £10.40,
plus £1.70 postage and packing (£4.60 overseas). Send
your cheque for £12.10 to Socialist Outlook Fund, PO
Box 1109, London N4 2UU. Allow 28 days for delivery.

ity is available the whole day, but - l
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plained that ‘‘the international com-
munity gives aid to the Karadzic
Serbs, but not to us’’. He said that the
13,000 Serbs in Tuzla were without
means, and were vulnerable and
frightened.

There are many Serbian men in
the army. They face no special prob-
lems.

The SCC also aims to rebuild a
cultural life. One problem faced by
the community is the lack of an Or-
thodox priest - they all joined the
other side at the beginning of the war.

Noting the “Muslim euphoria”,

Bozic called for a political struggle
against nationalism.

Bozic claimed that most politi-
cally-active Serbs are members of
the Social Democratic Party (which
governs Tuzla but is in opposition
nationally), and he repeated the de-
mand of the Serb Assembly of Bos-
nia, that Serbs should be considered
one of the constituent peoples of the
Bosnia-Herzegovina federation and
that they be a party to the negotia-

~tions. :

I also met Jovan Djalovic, Vi-
tomir Pavlovic and others in the Ser-
bian Orthodox Humanitarian
Association ‘“Dobrotvor””. They had
quite a different story.

I'was one of the very few foreign-
ers who had ever visited this associa-
tion, which has no links with any
organisations abroad, and has re-
ceived little aid for the people which
it supports - some 12-13,000, many
from “mixed”’ families.

They were elderly, very poor,
very educated and very bitter. They
were “finished with Bosnia and
Tuzla”.

According to Vesna Sehic-Ju-
govic, of the Tuzla Human Rights

1WA aid convoys go to Sarajevo as well as Tuzla

only 6Kw per household. Although
petrol is,cheap, many people can still
not use a car because spare parts and
registration are expensive, and they
may not have money for petrol.
Clothes are available, and quite
cheap - for those who have any
Deutschniarks. Several women told
me that hygienic goods, not only for
personal hygiene, but also for clean-

ing the bath and toilet, are a big prob- '

lem.

About humanitarian aid: most
people, even if they are not in cate-
gories that receive aid packages, now
and then get something. Soldiers and
their families get food parcels; the
contents of the packet depend on
where they are fighting.

‘“Islamisation”

About the “Islamisation’’ of
Tuzla? Well, you can see more girls
with the chador, more people use
new, religious formulas for greeting,
saying goodbye etc, more people at-
tend the mosques, there is more re-
ligious life; all of this is the influence
of the many rich humanitarian Is-
lamic organisations and institutions.

Bosnian TV plays a big role, with
its emphasis on the Muslim cultural
and historical heritage of Bosnia.

Of course, many people stress
that they are European with a Euro-
pean culture - but this is difficult.
Europe has let them down, isn’t in-
terested in them. And what is a
“European culture”? To dress as
people dress in London, and use a
computer? A nation needs more.

If the war ends, if there is some
kind of political solution for Bosnia,
then this process can develop.

The Bosnian people can look for
and develop their identity after the
collapse of the Yugoslav federation.

But now? Somehow, I feel that
(small?) group of very active people
who are fighting for the European,
multi-ethnic and civic option are
moving in a kind of emptiness, with-
out roots in the mass of the rest of the
town - because this option seems so
powerless, so without future, their
answers and options so cut off from
the possibly not-so-educated and en-
lightened ordinary citizens, let alone
the refugees.

It is undeniable that the city and

region have changed in their

Committee, the region had
been very democratic be- — ethnic and cultural composi-
fore the fall of Srebrenica. BOSNIans are not at all fanatical tion.

There were human rights ang] jntolerant people, not even

violations like in other so-

cieties; maybe worse, be- after three years of war
cause of the war and m———————————— th¢ growing Islamisation of

poverty, but no big prob-
lems.

But with the arrival of the refu-
gees, who were being used as a po-
litical weapon against Tuzla’s
multi-culturalism, things had started
to change for the worse.

No money

Food and most commen daily
goods are cheap, but most people
have no money. Although only the
most marginal people go hungry
nowadays, a lot of people don’t eat
well.

Those who can get an extra job to
make some money (in addition to
their regular, almost unpaid job):
working for a foreign NGO, taxi
driver, mechanic. Many people sell
their own furniture and other belong-
ings in the streets.

At the market and on every street
people sell fruit and vegetables,
mainly from their own gardens.
Flour is available in small quantities,
but 50 kilogram sacks are available
in the market for 18 DM.

People with a job can usually get
one meal at their factory or office.
There is water twice a day. Electric-

L

A lot of people want to survive,
many want to make a way for them-
selves by betting on the SDA (gov-
ernment party) card. But also, more
people want to show their affinity
with their own, Muslim cultural heri-
tage.

This of course is stimulated in
schools by some teachers, but also
with the new books from the Sara-
jevo ministry of education.

On the other hand, when
prime minister Haris Sila-
jdzic resigned [in protest at

the Bosnian government],
the Citizens’ Forum organised three
days of petitioning for his reinstate-
ment, with great success.

Because there is another reality:
the tradition of living together and
mutual understanding as good
neighbours between the Bosnians,
they are not at all fanatical and intol-
erant people, not even after three
years of war - if they are given a
chance. '
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Tony Benn interview
“Tony Blair is a
conservative”
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" Tories and couhrtéu

fuel racist state
and racist Europe
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‘ Ernest Iﬁ:ndel -a
revolutionary life:

memorial pull-out
Centre pages

Stop Blair's
jurch to right

THE LABOUR Party
Conference gives
delegates a chance to
show - to the working
class, particularly the
low paid, sick, elderly,
jobless youth and the
oppressed in our
society - that Labour is
going to tackle the
legacy of 16 years of
Tory onslaught and
offer some kind of an
alternative.

This is not easy.

At this Conference Tony
Blair is building on his
victories against the left over
Clause 4. He is moving to
further embrace a Tory
consensus that has been
established over the last
decade by Margaret Thatcher
and John Major.

Populist stunts like a
windfall tax on the utilities are
no alternative to
re-nationalisation.

Worse of all is his shocking
proposal, made just a few
days before the Conference,
to means-test child benefit -
thus ending universal child
allowances.

This shows not only his
contempt for the poor (and for
the left of course), but also
indicates who he is relying on
to win the next election. It is
certainly not the ever growing
millions of down-trodden and
oppressed people.

o

Blair's right turn has two
goals. The first is to reassure
the bosses that he is their
man - a reliable servant; and
second, he aims to win
sections of the professional
and middle classes who have
traditionally been hostile to
working class interests.

Part and parcel of this
strategy is his unconditional
acceptance of Tory market
mania gnd his desire to
eventually sever the historic
links of the Labour Party with
the trade unions.

10,000 on September 30 FACE demo: socialists must take up the broader issues

The core of Blair's plan is
therefore to transform the
Labour Party into a social
democratic party of the
centre, or even a liberal
democratic party like the US
Democrats.

“New Labour”, as Paddy
Ashdown clearly understands,
is not just a catchy slogan. A
continuing witchunt against
the left is an inevitable
consequence of this policy,
as the axing of Liz Davies
selection as parliamentary
candidate has shown.

Blair wanted Conference to
be little more than a
pre-election rally which
provides the media with
choice soundbites, slick
suited images, and some well
publicised bloody noses for
the left.

The Labour left, organisied
in the Socialist Campaign
Group Network and in other
bodies, is challenging this
offensive: attempting to
recoup ground lost over
Clause four by fighting on
policy issues.
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In particular the Labour left
has focused on a
commitment to a £4.15
hourly minimum wage,
against the leadership’s
concessions on
grant-maintained schools and
its willingness to see the
development of a multi-tiered
education system.

The left is also backing
resolutions designed to stop
the erosion of the trade union
link. This link in particular lies
at the centre of Blair's aim to
break the party from its roots
in the unions.

Socialist Outlook is part of
this fight against Blair. We put
particular stress on the
centrality of rebuilding the
mass movement, in particular
the trade union movement,
which will be decisive in
stopping the Blair
bandwaggon.

Every socialist needs to
take up the broader issues
facing the working class and
promote not only current trade
union struggles, but also build
support for campaigns such
as Fight Against Cuts in
Education (FACE),
campaigning fighting NHS
cuts and the network of
campaigns fighting racist
detention and deportation
laws.

In this way the working
class can find the way forward
in the fight against the Tories
today, and soon against a
right wing Labour Government. -




