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BRITAIN’S most
dangerous racist is the
State. The front-line in
the fight against it is
the battle against racist
immigration controls.

In Britain today, the
Conservative government are
making black people the
scapegoat for cuts in social
security. The police are
responsible for a mounting
number of black deaths in
custody and racist attacks.

Black people are
systematically discriminated
against by the courts. Special
Home Office departments aim
to seek out and remove black
people from Britain.

Home Secretary Michael
Howard will announce new
restrictions on the rights of
people coming to Britain at the
Tory party conference on
October 12. It follows months
of increasing state racism.

Now proposals are being
made to restrict the right to

in Britain. While Michael

appeal against deportations,
to cut the social welfare rights
of people seeking asylum and
to introduce “internal”’
immigration checks. These
checks — comparable to the
racist pass laws of apartheid
South Africa — will mean that
many thousands of black
people will have to prove their
immigration status before they
can gain access to health
care, employment and other
rights: forcing some workers to
act as immigration officers.
Other measures will lead to
fines on employers of
undocumented workers, a
“white list” of cciantries from
which no-one will be granted
asylum, more visa restrictions
against countries from which
asylum seekers come and
removing the right of asylum
seekers to an oral appeal.
These pew measures arise
through an atmosphere of
racist hysteria from the media
against people seeking asylum
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Howard claims that Britain is
being swamped by “bogus
asylum seekers”, the reality is
very different. Europe accepts
only five per cent of the
world’s refugees — a
disgracefully low number when
compared to Europe’s riches,
and its historic responsibility
for creating political and social
persecution world-wide.

Last year just 825 people
were granted asylum in Britain.
Britain was built on imperial
conquest and exploitation.
People who seek asylum are
fleeing from torture, war and
devastation, often from
governments supported
politically by the British
government and its allies. -
Thousands of immigrants and
refugees are held in prisons
and detention centres without
charge, conviction or access to
the courts.

The racist government
offensive gives real authority
to fascists and racists on the
streets, in the workplaces and

*
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Thousands attended trade union-backed ARAfest

demonstrations, pickets, days
of action and other
campaigning work aimed
against state racism. Its next
protests will happen in five
different cities on Saturday
October 14: including a noon
demonstration outside number
10 Downing Street.

The TUC and local labour
movement and student bodies
should learn from the Network.
We need to develop on-going
anti-racist action to turn the
racist tide in society. October
28 must be the start.

schools, in the media and in
the police. The TUC .
demonstration in Manchester
on October 28 will let workers,
students and black people
demonstrate their opposition
to racism. However, we need
to get organised if we are to
make that opposition felt.

The National Network
Against Detentions and
Deportations will provide an
important focus. While we still
lack an authoritative and active
black-led anti-racist coalition,
the Network has played a
crucial role in developing




SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 91, October 7 1995, Page 2

“Unite to reverse
education cuts

EDITORIALS

10,000 PEOPLE joined the
FACE (Fight Against Cuts in
Education) demonstration in cen-
tral London on September 30.

It was the second show of massive
national support for FACE, a cam-
paign built by parents, school gover-
nors and teachers across the country
despite the lack of official backing
from the TUC, most unions or the
Labour Party. Although one teaching
union, the NASUWT, has given sup-
port, leaders of the largest, the NUT,
have set out to sabotage FACE.

The Labour Party leadership did
not attend either march. ‘New La-
bour’ has made no commitment to
reversing cuts in primary and secon-
dary education: instead Labour
councils across the country are
wielding the spending axe on behalf
of John Major.

Labour has caved in to many of
the Tory market-style reforms in
education, not least with Blair's de-
cision to send his son to one of the
tiny minority of opted-out schools.
They use the same arguments - about
‘failing teachers’ and bad parents —
to justify education cuts.

Rather than tax the ruling class,
Labour wants to cut taxes even fur-
ther than the Tories have done. They
pretend that a one-off levy on water,
gas and electricity monopolies can
reverse unemployment. Labour
won’t cut subsidies to private
schools or take hundreds of thou-
sands of university students out of
poverty.

Despite its endless rhetoric about
training and education, Blair’s reluc-
tance to fix a minimum wage shows
that Labour essentially agrees with
the Tories on the need to convert
Britain into a low-wage sweatshop
for the European Union.

The FACE demonstration is a
symbol of massive dissatisfaction
with poor education. Important trade
unions — the GMB, UNISON,
NASUWT -did back the demonstra-
tion, showing that unions can be won

to the fight against education cuts,
regardless of what Labour thinks.

To defeat the Tories, and to win a
Labour government committed to
education, campaigners will need to
work together to create permanent
organisations which can draw in
every possible ally.

This won’t be easy. The right
wing leaders in the unions meekly
place all their hope in the election of
a Blair-led Labour government, and
scuttle to get their feet under the table.

The NUT’s leaders, in particular,
have attempted to turn every cam-
paign into an excuse to snuggle up to
the Labour Party. After selling out
the campaign against the SATs tests
before any real gains could be won
from the government, NUT General
Secretary McAvoy went on to cam-
paign successfully against strike ac-
tion on class sizes which would have

FACE gives us an opportunity to turn the unions around
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linked the NUT with campaigns of
parents and governors, and to de-
nounce FACE as an ‘SWP front’.

Despite his efforts, the number of
NUT banners on the FACE demon-
stration showed that members are
keen to link up with others to fight
the education cuts.

Opportunity

FACE gives us an opportunity to
turn the unions around, so that they
act to support working class people,
not Labour and the ruling class. A
link-up between education unions
and a broadly-based organisation of
parents, governors and school stu-
dents would challenge both the To-
ries and ‘New Labour’.

The decision of FACE to remain
non-party political reflects more than
its broad support from across the so-
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cial and political spectrum: it also
reveals a widespread dissatisfaction
with the Labour Party’s inability to
lead the fight against education cuts.
Freed from the apron strings
which tie the NUT leaders to Blair’s
timid and ineffective clique, FACE
is not only more able to fight the cuts
— it is able to challenge Shadow
spokesman David Blunkett’s pa-
thetic pledge to restrict class sizes to
40, and continue the open fight nec-
essary to commit the Labour Party to
reversing education cuts.
Another FACE conference will be
be held in the new year. Every stu-
_dent, worker, socialist or parent must
* start where they can to build for it,
developing a broad coalition span-
ning trade unions, the Labour Party
and community organisations of all
types that are willing to fight for
education.

—/
Reinventing the General Strike?

FRANCE’'S RECENTLY elected
conservative government has
opened a series of attacks on
public services.

President Chirac’s first target s the
privatisation of France Télécom. Half
of the company is being sold off to a
cartel headed by Deutsche Telekom
and the US Sprint company.

The privatisation attempt follows a
series of attacks by Télécom manag-
ers. Chirac’s predecessor found a
1992 dispute, in which three-quarters
of Télécom workers were on strike,
too hot to handle. Now the right is
restarting its offensive.

Chirac’s attacks aim much more '
widely than Télécom. His governmenf*-
intends to freeze wages and pen-
sions for public sector workers. Now

public sector unions are fighting
back.

A general strike in defence of the
public sector is planned by France’s
seven trade union federations for
mid-October. It is long overdue. Pub-
lic sector wages in France have fallen
nine per cent since 1982. The mini-
mum wage in the public sector is now
less than the youth training allow-
ance.

Major opening

Our French sister organisation, the
Ligue Communiste Révolutionnaire,
sees the planned public sector gen-
eral strike as a major opening in the
fight against privatisation and for de-
cent wages and pensions. The LCR
points out that it is historic: the first

such strike for decades.

In recent years Europe’s unions
have organised general strikes, just
when the tactic appeared to have been
nearly forgotten. In Spain, Italy, Bel-
gium and elsewhere a new wave of
austerity is being enforced by the
state.

All across the European Union, gov-
ernments are trying to cut state spend-
ing at the cost of working people.

They are increasing the wealth of
the ruling class and the big multina-
tionals at the cost of public services
desperately needed by working class
people and their families.

Only the trade unions can turn
back this offensive. To do so, they
must take up the responsibility locally
and nationally to unite all the victims

of the new offensive in a determined
fight to defend welfare rights, free
education, wages and pensions.

Though no general strike in recent
years has gone beyond protest action
to draw out the potential of a bid for
power, they have allowed the unions
to show their strength and turn back
much of the attack on social rights.

Most members of Britain's unions
don't agree with the need for general
strike action, or even the idea that it
can be effective.

If trades unionists take up their
responsibility to lead the fight against
austerity, they will see why the gen-
eral strike is becoming, once again,
the strongest weapon of Europe’s
working class.

Behind new
Bosnia
peace talks

DESPITE their bombs and
cruise missiles, NATO and the
UN have failed, at this stage
at least, to force the partition
of Bosnia which has been the

strategic aim of western policy.

The US brokered so-called
peace talks have floundered into
meaningless abstractions.

The NATO raids coincided with
the Bosnian and Croat offensive in
the north west and had the effect of
making it more successful than it
might otherwise have been.

Now with large tracts of liber-
ated territory under its belt ,the Bos-
nian government is unlikely to
accept a 49 per cent-51 per cent di-
vision of the country as the starting
point for any negotiations which are
likely to get anywhere.

They may play their current rela-
tive advantage fo the full and take
back as much territory as possibie
before the Balkan winter brings op-
erations to a halt.

Socialist Outlook supports the
right of Bosnia to take back territory
previously taken and ethnically
cleansed by Serbian forces in viola-
tion of the national rights of the Bos-
nian people.

Bosnia is not “a warring faction”
as claimed by much of the left in
Britain, but a sovereign state fight-
ing for the retention of 2 muiti-eth-
nic society, despite pressures
towards islamisation within the
muiti-ethnic government.

The Greater Serbia project of
Milosevic and Karadzic is for an
“ethnically pure” i.e. ethnically
cleansed state. Their ruthless pur-
suit of this was clear in the geno-
cide around Srebrenica and Zepa
and is becoming even clearer as
mass graves are uncovered in the
liberated territories.

It is this policy which has created
the tens of thousands of ethnic Serb
refugees who have fled in advance
of Bosnian and Croat forces. They
fear reprisals because of the policy
previously carried out by their own
Serbian leaders.

The Bosnian government how-
ever, has a big responsibility to cre-
ate the conditions to encourage
their return, and for the return
home of all refugees in this war.
This is a crucial issue for the Bos-
nian working class if a muiti-ethnic
sociely is fo be established for the
future.

The tide has turned in the war,
but it is far from over. Serbian
forces stili have the predominance
of heavy weapons.

They will repair the damage to
their military infrastructure, and be
resupplied behind the scenes from
Belgrade. The effects of the arms
embargo which has discriminated
against Bosnia for so long will be
back in full force.

Croatian troops have been sup-
porting the Bosnian army - but may
well be used against Bosnia at a
later date.

Any just solution will ultimately
be in the hands of the Bosnians
themselves.

The UN, the US and NATO have a
different agenda which has never
coincided with that of Bosnia and
will not do so in the future. NATO
should keep out and the UN should
get out.

The arms embargo should be
lifted and the Bosnia given the ba-
sic right to defend itself.

@ Lift the Arms embargo!

@ No to ethnic cleansing!

@ No partition of Bosnia!

@ Right of return for refugees!
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What is the future for New Labour? LASZLO ANDOR speaks to Tony Benn

‘“Tony Blair

is a conservative”

The intellectual fashion
of the past two decades
suggests that class has
lost its meaning o de-
scribe political action.
Should we take it seri-
ously?

IT IS TRUE that the social
democratic element in the
Labour Party has abolished
class. They speak about
serving the nation. Itis, how-
ever, totally unrealistic in
terms of people’s actual ex-
perience.

The term ‘working class’

has been deliberately associ-
ated with somebody with
dirty fingers doing a manual
job; but you get people quite
high up the scale who depend
for their means of life on sell-
ing their skills. On this basis,
the working class goes up to
80 per cent of the population.

What they do now is to turn
everybody theoretically into
“middle class’’; and have an
underclass, who they speak of
as if they had chosen to opt out
of society—they prefer to live
in cardboard boxes, they do
not want jobs. .

The very clever word they
developed is consumer. If you
do not have any money, you
cannot be a consumer.

They found a word which
dehumanises and depersonal-
ises the poor. They do not ex-
ist, they are the slaves in
society. '

In this way, by telling the
middle class people that they
are all right, because they are
middle class, they have cre-
ated a completely artificial
structure.

Behind the new political
discourse there is a new
political agenda.

IT IS VERY important to
understand the nature of a
society based on fear.
Those who deny class, in-
vent illusions and de-
nounce anyone who talks
about full employment,
universal welfare or free
health and education as ex-
tremist, in reality work
completely at the com-
mand of the international
financial markets.

When sterling drops three
points, they close hospitals
and “‘confidence is restored’’.

It is not hard to realise that
this is not an attack on social-
ist ideology but an attack on
democracy. There is an article
in the Financial Times, writ-
ten by the BBC World Service
economics correspondent,
saying that in Africa it would
be better if the countries were
run by companies rather than

Tony Benn

governments.

The more you think about V

it, the more you realise that the
world financial markets are
the new Raj—the new capital-
ist empire.

How you get out of it is the
next question, but I think we
have to be absolutely clear,
that a century of tentative pro-
gress by working people in

controlling their economic
destiny is being reversed. It is
a massive counter-revolution,
and that is why the social
democrats say, ‘“We cannot
do anything about it. The
world has changed, you are a
dinosaur...etc”.
Globalisation is an attack
on democracy. What they say
about a short period of hard-
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ship is on the agenda is just an
illusion.

The new leadership of
Labour have quickly ac-
commodated to this new
agenda.

TONY BLAIR is a conser-
vative; he is a nice man, but
he is a conservative. He is

not just not a socialist, he is
not Labour.

He does not believe in the
organic link with the unions.
He is really the most popular
conservative in Britain. He
could have applied for the
leadership of the Tory Party.

This is the failure of the
social democrats. They have
failed as much as the commu-
nists did. The communists
failed by being authoritarian,
undemocratic and bureau-
cratic, but the social demo-
crats very largely have
collapsed into the arms of
capitalism.

So when we look back on
the twentieth century, and see
the different types of social-
ism, all of them have failed.

Do you expect that the
next government will be
very unpopular?

I THINK when they win
the expectations will go up
very sharply. Then the dis-
illusion will set in very
quickly. Then all sorts of
things may happen.

The Conservative Party
may split, because there are
already two conservative par-
ties: there are the centre con-
servatives, of whom Blairis a
natural member together with
the Liberals.

Then there is the right wing
now with John Redwood.

And then there is the trade
union and socialist and green
left, still in British politics,
keeping its head down now
because of the desire to defeat

~ the Conservatives.

If you had proportional

representation we could have
a complete realignment of
politics.

I think the British estab-
lishment now actually wants
Blair in order to make the cuts
in the welfare state, which he
would be stronger to make
than Major, because Major is
weak and unpopular.

The fall of communism
and the crisis of social
democracy leave the left
with the task not only to
reorganise but also to re-
invent itself.

THE COLLAPSE of com-
munism is comparable to
the Reformation, when
Martin Luther attacked the
Vatican, which was utterly
corrupt and centralised. He
created a more popular
type of Christianity which
was more democratic.
There has to be some real
change. Because anything
less than a real change in the
course of world politics
would be a disaster. Politics
could move to the right.
Fascism is a product of two
forces. It is a failure of capi-
talism, and a failure of the left
to provide an alternative.
Both ingredients are integral.
That is the real failure of
New Labour. They have no

explanation other than the .

Conservatives are wicked.
We do not discuss socialism.
We do not discuss capitalism.
To build up understanding
and support for a real change
is difficult; it may take dec-
ades. But this is an inherently
unstable situation we are in.

Blair Iaunches
new witch-hunt

She has been accused of all sorts of

By Neil Murray

AFTER A LULL of several years, the
Labour Party bureaucracy have re-
started the witch hunt against the
left.

The iull did not mean that they had
become more tolerant. Rather they
hoped that the weakened left would
censor itself, give up in despair, or be
swamped by the wave of recruits who
are expected to toe the Blair line.

The atmosphere of witch hunting
has not been much below the surface.
Critics are dismissed as being “in need
of therapy”. .

The refusal to endorse Liz Davies,
selected by Leeds North East CLP as its
prospective parliamentary candidate, is
another expression of this mood.

things. The latest dossier “proved” that
she was a Trotskyist because she has
been on the Labour Briefing board.

Several attempts have been made to
submit emergency resolutions to party
conference demanding Liz's endorse-
ment.

The Walsall parties have also en-
countered the rough edge of Blair’s
hand—not for making redundancies
among the council workforce (New La-
bour has no problem with sacking
workers), but for trying to make the
Labour Group accountable to the Dis-
trict Labour Party.

The biggest witch hunt of all has
been against black members. Four Bir-
mingham CLPs are suspended. The
Black Socialist Saciety in Manchester
Gorton has been suspended, along with
several individuals.

Witch-hunt vietim Liz Davies

Itis estimated that as many as 5,000
people have been either suspended or
had their membership refused, with 90
per cent of them black.

The Campaign Against Labour Party
Suspensions (CALPS) has been re-
cently formed to fight these injustices.
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Itis clear that the party leadership is
moving on from hoping to marginalise
tha left, black members and trades un-
ionists to a policy of actively crushing
dissent.

We need to make sure they meet the
maximum resistance,
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TRADE UNIONS

National action is needed to confront culs

v

OUR

FRVICES
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Left

By Fred Leplat,
islington
UNISON ‘A’

FOUR candidates have

‘secured enough nomina-

tions for the ballot
paper as UNISON
elects a new General
Secretary. .
The front runner, Associ-
ate General Secretary Rod-
ney Bickerstaffe, won -
nominations from 283
branches; SWP member
Yunus Bakhsh has 47
branches behind him, while
Militant supporter Roger
Bannister, the candidate of
the Campaign for a Fighting

challenge in
UNISON ballot

and Democratic UNISON
has 43. Tory anti-abortion-
ist Peter Hunter also
scraped enough nomina-
tions to get onto the ballot.

The combined far left
has obtained a respectable
90 nominations across all
parts of the union, indicat-
ing a real support for a fight-
ing alternative to the current
UNISON leadership. De-
spite calls from the CFDU
the SWP have consistently
refused to build a united
and broad left.

The election campaign
takes place against the sell-
out of the NHS pay claim,
and after Bickerstaffe bul-
lied the union’s TUC dele-
gation into ditching the

union’s policy of a £4.15
per hour minimum wage,
ensuring a vote on a mean-
ingless composite. For the
sake of pre-election unity,
Bickerstaffe ensured Tony
Blair an easy ride and
ditched the union’s policy.

Alternative

A fighting and demo-
cratic alternative needs to
be raised in this election
campaign, to debate the
way forward in the union.
To confront attacks on pay,
jobs, and conditions and the
privatisation of public serv-
ices, a strategy of national
industrial action is essential.

A strong vote for Roger
Bannister would signal the

need for a change of course.
Bannister stands for strike
action against the NHS
deal, a national fight
against cuts and privatisa-
tions, defiances of the anti-
union laws,
renationalisations of utili-
ties, support for self-organi-
sation and the election of
UNISON officials.

¢ To invite Roger Ban-
nister to speak at your
meeting, or to obtain
election leaflets and
posters, contact the
CFDU c/o Bromley
UNISON, Civic Centre,
Stockwell Close Brom-
ley, BR1 3UH, or phone
0181 464 3333.

1,000 new recruits in strike aftermath

RMT reaps rewards

By an LUL
worker

AT THE beginning of Au-
gust the RMT had 5,200
members on London Un-
derground. By September
there were 6,200. More
join every day.

Membership has become

decisive in the struggle be-

tween LUL and the RMT.

The man in the wig has
ruled that individuals not bal-
loted can't strike—even if
they join the RMT. This rul-
ing is an attack on the right
to picket. Management are
threatening to sack anyone
not protected under law.

Publication schedule

The next issue of Socialist Outiook will be dated 28
October. The one -week gap Is necessary for us io
keep to our schedule of two issues a month. The gap
also aliows our staff to participate in the Ernest Man- |
del memorial events. Issue 92 will be mailed outto
distributors on 25 October. The paper will be fort-

nightly from then until our December double issue.

If you like our
papenr, get in touch

Socialist Outlook is a fortnightly newspaper
produced by British supporters of the
Fourth International, the world-wide so-
cialist organisation. If you like and agree
with what you see in this issue, why not find
out more about us and our ideas?

Simply clip out and return this coupon.

Join the revolution!

|13 ] want to know more about Socialist Outlook.
Q / wouid like to join Socialist Outlook.

1Q Please send me a copy of your introductory
, |plmplml ‘Socialism After Stalinism’, | enclose a
|| "chegue for £1.00 payabie to Socialist Outlook.
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Last year management
stopped accepting paybill re-
ductions for RMT dues,
while continuing to operate
the system for other unions.

Nevertheless, by a mas-
sive effort, we have main-
tained our strength among

the workforce and have been

able to challenge manage-
ment over the current pay
and productivity struggle.

The membership has now
reached its former level and
is still climbing.

ASLEF split

The latest offer by LUL
was successful in splitting
off ASLEF. LUL removed the
problematic question of part-
time drivers from their offer.
This was a move closer to
separate pay bargaining for
different grades.

Despite a two to one vote
against the deal days the
ASLEF leadership eventually
accepted it. This was hardly
a surprise, since the man-
agement and ASLEF bureau-
crats had worked it out in

private discussions.

Itis now apparent that
the openly admitted “special
relationship” between their
union and LUL management
extends to an unwritten no
strike deal.

Many ASLEF members
are therefore joining the
RMT. It has re-balloted in or-
der to accommodate them.

The continuous flow of re-
cruits has postponed the bal-
lot date by a week.

The lesson for the bosses
should be clear. If workers
are determined to struggle,

.they will find a way.

Although the legal harass-
ment has been severe, and
although the workers do not
feel collectively strong
enough to defy the law, they
are determined to keep go-
ing, through ballot after bal-
lot, strike after strike.

LUL wants to break the
back of militancy in its work-
force, but so far we have
matched them blow for
blow—and we’re getting
stronger and more united.

FACE shifts to

local campaigns

By Roy Leach,
NUT Executive,
personal capacity

TEN THOUSAND buoyant
parents, students, gover-
nors and teachers
marched through Lon-
don on 30 September as
part of FACE’s campaign
to secure adequate fund-

ing for education.

Timed to put the pressure
on the government in the
run-up to the autumn state-
ment the demonstration was
a major success, despite be-
ing smailer than the one
held on March 25.

With massive cuts al-
ready implimented in Oxford-
shire, Nottinghamshire,
Warwickshire and Sheffield,
delegations from these ar-
eas made up the backbone
of the protest.

Mobilising support in ar-
eas in which cuts are yet to
have a major impact — in-
¢luding the metropolitan ar-
eas — was more difficult but
most areas of England were
represented. There was

even a small contingent
from Wales.

" The demonstration was
officially supported by the
NASUWT . Iits general secre-
tary Nige! de Grunchy admit-
ted at the rally that his union
had initially been sceptical
about FACE, but the
NASUWT would give it full
backing now it was estab-
lished at the forefront of the
campaign against cuts.

With support for FACE
still growing among NUT
branches, the pressure on
Doug McAvoy to drop his op-
postion will continue to
grow. FACE’s focus will now
inevitably shift to local cam--
paigning, particularly once
the settlement for local gov-
ernment is known. .

Nationally up to 5,000
teaching jobs have been lost
this year. Demands upon
councils not to impliment
government cuts will grow
as will the pressure on gov-
erning bodies to set ‘needs
related’ deficit budjets.

A national campaign of in-
dustrial action by teaching
unions backed by parents
students and governors is
the is the real solution.

Safety strike by BT engineers

By a BT engineer

BT ENGINEERS in the
Communication Workers’
Union who work in the
streets have voted to strike
against management plans
to force them to work alone
or up poles in the dark.

It is the first ever vote by
BT engineers for national ac-
tion on a safety issue.

Traditionally, BT ‘exter-

nal’ engineers worked in day-
light hours. BT recently al-

“tered hours to as late as

8.30pm. In the winter, this will
mean working up to five hours
in the dark.

All trials and training for
engineers take place in day-
light. Floodlighting equip-
ment used for working in
darkness entails working in
shadow much of the time,
multiplying chances of falls
and injuries.

Working alone in the dark

makes engineers more vulner-
able to injury or attack: police
use of ‘BT’ vehicles for sur-
veillance means engineers are
seen by some as fair game for
assault. Injured staff can lie in
the dark undetected for hours
after an assault or injury.

Refused

Even so, the Health and
Safety E'xecutive has refused
to intervene on the workers’
behalf until there is a serious
accident. The dangers are so

clear to engineers, however,
that the vote for strike action
was never really in doubt.

The union’s head office
proposed the form of action
taken should be refusing to
use the floodlighting. This
leaves open the question of
working alone in the dark, ex-
cept perhaps in some ‘exclu-
sion zones’.

It is vital that the union
presses home its case by in-
sisting on both demands be-
ing met in full.
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Remembhering

By the editors

OUR QUEBECOIS com-
rade, Michel Lafitte, recently
summed up how many so-
cialists and revolutionaries
will remember Ernest Man-
del, who died on July 20 this
year: “He was familiarly
called ‘Uncle Ernest’... but
never to his face.

“For all of the generation which
really made up the leadership of the
Fourth International and its sections
in the 1960s and 1970s, he was our
tutor and leader.

“For most people outside the
revolutionary movement he was,
above all, the most independent and
creative marxist economist since the
war. But for us young comrades he
was primarily a political leader - an
indefagitable militant of the Fourth
International and its Belgian section.”

A rally and international sympo-
sium in London this month will at-
tempt to discuss Ernest’s place in the
history of the marxist movement - as
one of the great revolutionary think-
ers of the post-war period.

Charlie van Gelderen, a founder of
the Fourth International, supplies the
major article in this memorial issue of
theory+practice. Together with the se-
lections of Ernest’s wrtings in this
issue, we hope it develops that dis-
cussion and allows us to better un-
derstand Ernest Mandel’s lasting
contribution to marxism.

Ernest Mandel (1923-1995)

Support grows for
memorial events

By Duncan Chapple

HUNDREDS of Ernest Man-
del’s comrades, friends and
readers will meet on Octo-
ber 13-14 for two important
memorial events in London.

Around 8,000 leaflets advertising
the rally and International Sympo-
sium - advertised left - have been
mailed out to many of the people in
this country whose lives Ernest
touched in over five decades of revo-
lutionary leadership.

Over 400 people are expected to
join a Friday-night rally at Congress
House, the headquarters of the
Trade Union Congress. Tariq Ali and
Robin Blackburn, of New Left Review,

will speak alongside Duncan Hallas, a
long-standing leader of the Socialist
Workers Party, and Fourth Interna-
tionalists from Belgium, Britain,
France and Ireland.

The rally will also see the launch of
Ending the Nightmare, a volume of
essays on fascism and racism, to
which Mandel is a major contributor.

Tickets are selling quickly for a
150-seat International Symposium to
the held the following day. Speakers
at the Symposium will include Fl lead-
ers Penny Duggan and Frangois Ver-
cammen. Plenaries and workshops at
the symposium, introduced by pre-
sent and past leaders and supporters
of the Fourth International, will look
at the contribution to post-war
Marxism made by ‘Mandel and the
movement he fought to build.

Ernest Mandel
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Ernest Mandel Memorial Rally

SPEAKERS CONFIRMED :

Tariq Ali, Robin Blackburn, Ann Conway,
Penny Duggan, Charlie van Gelderen, Duncan Hallas,

Alan Thornett, Fran¢ois Vercammen.

7.00pm Friday 13 October

Conference Centre, Congress House, Great Russell St. WC1.
Doors: 6.30pm . Tickets: £3 from ‘Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund’, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.

......................................................................................

International Symposium
1.00pm Saturday 14: October

Upper Hall, University of London Union, Malet Street, London WC1.

Includes first showing of Tariq Ali's biographical film of Ernest Mandel. Workshop and plenary speakers
include: Duncan Chapple, Penny Duggan, Ellis Hillman, Charlie van Gelderen, Jane Kelly, Andy Kilmister, Gill Lee,
Rick Simon and Geoff Ryan. Tickets £7 (£3.50 UB40/NUS). For more details, ‘phone: 0181 800 7460.




By Charlie van

Gelderen

THE DEATH OF Ernest
Mandel on July 20
deprived the Fourth
international of its
foremost leader and
thinker. As writer,
speaker and teacher,
he was by far the most
widely known
Trotskyist in the world.
Even those who did not
agree with him
respected his views
and the courage with
which he defended
them.

For Ernest, Trotskyism was
synonymous with Marxism.
His two volume Marxist Economic
Theory and his introduction to
the Penguin edition of Capital,
placed Marx’s ‘theories firmly
in the present epoch and
marked him as one of the fore-
most exponents and champi-
ons of Marx’s thought. .
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His literary output is formidable.
But Mandel was more than a theore-
tician. As a Marxist, for him theory
and practice were indivisible. That is

why the building and strengthening of |

the Fourth International was central

Charlie van Gelderen speaking at 1988 Socialist Outiook rally also addressed by Mandel

to his life. Like Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky before him, he knew that
the working class could not carry out
its historic task without a party and
that party had to be international, not
only in outlook, making genuflections

Photo: Martine Stead

to internationalism, but organisation-
ally. Marx’s eleventh thesis on Feuer-
bach, “the philosophers have only
interpreted the world, the thing is to
change it” was the foundation of his
political life.

That is why, from the age of fifteen,
he devoted himself to what he re-
garded the central task for today—
the building of the Fourth
International.

He was severely critical of those
he characterised as suffering from the
disease of “national communism”,
who subordinated the interests of
parts of the world proletariat to what
they considered to be the priorities
flowing from the needs of party build-
ing, in their own country.

Sophism

He regarded the argument of the
British Socialist Workers Party, that
you first had to build the basement
and the floor before you can build the
roof (the international) as a crude
sophism. What architect or group of
workers, he asked, could ever build a
roof without knowing from the be-
ginning of the building process, what
it is going to be and how it is going to
be built; not just through a blueprint
but through the current experience
of building.

“National communism”, even
when proclaimed by comrades with
the best of intentions, is but a variant
of the reactionary utopia of “social-
ism in one country”.

For Ernest, to be a Marxist, a pro-
letarian revolutionary was first of all,

to be an internationalist. This he was _

Mandel on Trotsky’s Marxism

JUST AS Leninism
possesses definite
characteristics and
constitutes a definite
stage in the development
and enrichment of
Marxism, so Trotskyism
appears today with its
own specific traits as a
broadening of the
teachings of Marx,
Engels, and Lenin.
Trotskyism is the
Marxism of our epoch.
THE CHIEF merit of Trotsky
from the point of view of the
history of ideas consists in this:
he has literally preserved
Marxism in the midst of a
general recession of the
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Marxism can be
maintained only on
condition that it is
continually enriched.
po sy % AR R R RN
five continents would have
striven to arrive by common
effort at a Marxist conception of
actual events. But the balance of
these efforts, in proportion to
the positive results attained,
would have witnessed a striking
amount of wasted time and lost
effort.

Within his own person, Trotsky
filled the gap created in the

history of the working class
movement by the disappearance

the mounting waves of reaction
and fascism.

Trotsky's work from this
period continue to be studied by
thousands of young workers and
intellectuals throughout the
world, because these works
alone represent the Marxist
tradition in this dark period in
the history of humanity.

Like any method of
investigation and systemisation
of the facts of experience,
Marxism can be maintained only
on condition that it is continually
enriched. Any attempt to fall
back defensively on “‘tradition”,
without any effort to encompass
the new developments which are
continually taking place through
the sieve of the materialist
dialectic, is certain to bring

workers’ movement, and of
a complete degeneration of
the traditional parties and
ideologies.

Without yielding an inch,
he has preserved the
Leninist heritage, on the
tactical plane, against the
enveloping movements of
the epigones of Lenin and
Stalin’s hacks. With the
same tenacity, he defended
this heritage against the
feeble yet incessant attacks
of reformism and centrism.

One trembles at the
thought of what would have
happened had Trotsky died
in 1923. Of course
Marxism, the expression of
contemporary social reality and
its internal dynamics would have
been preserved by others.

Tens, later hundreds, of young
theoretician and tacticians of

of a whkle generation, which
was corrupted and physically
broken by Stalinism,
demoralised by the succession
of defeats, and annihilated by

about a fatal ossification of
the theory and to end in its
certain death.

Trotsky's represents the
only serious effort to
interpret in the light of
Marxism, those
disconcerting phenomena of
the last three decades,
namely: the development of
fascism, the usurpation of
power in the. USSR by the
bureaucracy, the zig-zag
evolution of the Soviet
4 Union’s economy, the

monstrously accelerated
decay of the capitalist world,

Ernest (left) and brother Michel Photo: La Gauche and the general crisis in the

revolutionary leadership of
the proletariat.

On Trotsky has fallen the
heavy task of enriching the
heritage of Marx and Lenin in the
epoch of reaction and triumphing
counter-revolution.

Speaking during an education school in 1950

He has thus continued the
tradition with the same
implacable clarity, the same
breadth of vision, the same
sharpness of analysis

Photo: L a Gauche

possessed by those who
preceded him.
Fourth International, July 1947



with every fibre of his being. When
dedicating one of his books to com-
rades who had died, the highest
praise he could bestow on them was
that they were internationalists.

Some of the intellectuals, some of
them erstwhile members of the Fl,
who rushed into print with obituaries
after Mandel’s death, were scornful
of his revolutionary optimism.

Typical of this was Tariq Ali’s piece
in the Independent (July 21). These
people, overcome by the current
situation, the temporary success of
capitalism in pushing back the fron-
tiers of socialism and curbing the mili-
tancy of the working class, have
retreated into reformist politics or to
their ivory towers. They take the
doomsday scenario which they re-
gard as permanent, or, at best, for the
foreseeable future.

Tariq accuses him of hiding the
truth, of “masking the fact with heady
rhetoric”. This shows how little he
knows Mandel, who he probably con-
fuses with the nasty sexist caricature,
Ezra Einstein, in his tasteless fictional
satire Redemption.

“One would have to be blind and
deaf”, Mandel wrote, “not to see that
the world situation is still very bad for
the wage-earning class, that capital is
still clearly on the offensive the world
over”. (World Socialism Today BI-
DOM No. 125, May-june 1995).

In contrast to those intellectuals,
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who were drawn into the Fl in the
heady days of 1968 and the Vietnam
campaign, and who now believe that
the working class no longer has a role
to play on the political stage, Mandel,
the dialectical materialist, took the
long view of history.

From that longer-term point of
view, “several important factors are
operating in our favour. On a world
scale, the wage earning class is still
growing, and growing in an impres-
sive way, although not in all countries
and all sectors at the same pace.
Internationally, it has long passed the
billion mark.

From the age of fifteen,

he devoted himself towhat
he regarded the central
task for today— building
the Fourth International.

“Iif you add to this the semi-prole-
tariat of landless peasants in impor-
tant third world countries, you will
probably reach the figure of two bil-
lion” (ibid).

While the pessimists and back-slid-
ers could see only retreats and de-
feats, like Marx after the collapse of
the First International, Lenin after the
betrayal of August 1914, and Trotsky
in the dark days after Hitler came to

power, Ernest Mandel, in the best
marxist traditions, analysed the cur-
rent situation and came to quite a
different prognosis.

“We believe that we have passed
the lowest point of the working
class’s and mass movements’ re-
treats. The fight back is now rising”
(ibid).

He based this optimistic outlook
on the growth of those layers of the
wage earning class in sectors like tele-
communications, banking and the so-
called service industries, as well as
those in semi-automated industrial
plants.

Strike action in these sectors in
these sectors could paralyse the capi-
talist economy more effectively than
the “classical” strikes in mines, steel
or auto plants. The incompetence
and corruption in the top echelons of
these concerns is already affecting the
mental outlook of those who live only
on their salaries.

For Ernest, the building of the
Fourth International was the primary
purpose of his life. Of all the group-
ings which claimed allegiance to Trot-
skyism, the Fl is the only one which
has succeeded in establishing itself as
a genuinely internationalist, world-
wide movement, with sections in 50
countries and sympathetic associa-
tions in many more. None of the
sects which claim Trotskyist ortho-
doxy can equal this.

As he has written many times, it is
during non-revolutionary conjunctu-
ral phases of the class struggle that
revolutionaries conquer the capacity
to lead their class when the possibility
of revolution begins to appear. It was
in the period 1912-1914 that the Bol-
sheviks gained the capacity to lead the
revolution of [917.

Ernest Mandel, marxist, revolu-
tionary, internationalist, fought all his
life to change the world, but to

“Building of the Fauﬂli International was the primary purpose of his life”

change it with a specific purpose to
eliminate all social conditions in
which human beings are debased,
downtrodden, mutilated in their pos-
sibility of developing all their. human
potential.

This is what he fought for when he
joined the resistance in Belgium dur-
ing the war. It was to remain his goal
right up to the moment when the fatal
heart attack struck.

£5,000 Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund is launched

Global effort aims to establish
Ernest Mandel Study Centre

By Aidan Day

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK is
launching a £5,000 Ernest
Mandel Memorial Fund.

As part of an international cam-
paign by supporters of the Fourth
International, the money will go to-
wards strengthening International
Viewpoint and the Fourth Interna-
tional’s International Institute for Re-
search and Education in Amsterdam.

The Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund
has also organised the rally and Sy-
posium advertised elsewhere in this
issue.

Ernest Mandel founded the Inter-
national Institute for Research and
Education (HRE) in 1983 as a unique
study centre for activists in the labour
and liberation movements. Hundreds
have participated in its initiatives.

In order to achieve a truly demo-
cratic society it is necessary not only
to learn the lessons of past struggles
but also to develop a analysis of the

ﬂ'leOI'y + r U(ﬁ(e looks in-depth at key issues of

socialist analysis and strategy. Each issue examines a
subject of importance to socialists in greater depth and
at greater length than is possible in Socialist Outlook.
Back issues available
6 Revolution & Counter- Revolution In Nicaragua.

7 Asian War on the Horizon?
8 A World in Crisis

9 A fighting programme for socialists
10 Fighting back for Socialism
Send 50p each copy to Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109,
London, N4 2UU.

Half-price bundles

‘Many Socialist Outlook readers will be interested in car-
rying forward the discussions reflected in theory+prac-
tice by taking copies to sell. Bundles in multiples of 10

carry a 50 per cent discount.

present that will guide future mili-
tants.

The Institute aims to develop re-
search and education in socialism and
democracy. It organises courses,
seminars and study groups on a wide
range of subjects, including econom-
ics, ecology, political theory, trades
unionism, national liberation, women
and other emancipation movements.

Mandel centre

The IlIRE has recently decided to
create an Ernest Mandel Study Cen-
tre on the premises of the Amster-
dam school to further develop the
non-dogmatic, open-minded and
revolutionary theory Mandel fought
for all his life.

Participants and lecturers come
from all over the world to work in
close collaboration—to exchange
ideas and information and to forge a
broad framework for international
solidarity and understanding.

Alongside practical education the
lIRE has an important publications
programme. It is running two series:
the Notebooks for Study and Research
and a number of Working Papers.

All Notebooks appear in French and
English. Some have also been pro-
duced in German, Portugese, Dutch,
ltalian and Turkish.

They are comprehensive studies;
in-depth, open-minded and critical
contributions made by and for activ-
ists.

~ The Working Papers are prelimi-
nary discussions, distributed on a
small scale and geared towards an
interdisciplinary and international de-
bate that will stimulate deeper re-
search into the pressing problems of
socialist strategy in modern capitalist
society.

All of these projects will directly
benefit from the establishment of the
study centre.

Press service

The other main goal of the Memo-
rial Fund is to raise a substantial sum
to help strengthen the work of the
Fourth International.

Over the last year the Interna-

tional has taken great efforts to
strengthen its international press
service. As well as producing English,
Spanish, German and French monthlies
— the English-language edition is Inter-
national Viewpoint — the International
uses the Internet to transmit news and
political reports to its sections and
sympathising organisations.

The developments has extended
participation in the press service —
allowing the creation of ‘virtual edi-
torial boards’ on the Internet and
allows writing, proof-reading, sub-ed-
iting and design work on the same
magazine to be carried out by by a
team of people spread across five
continents.

[J Please send me a receipt.

Telephone...........ccccoeeein tevin,

Please contribute to the
Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund

The Fund aims to help establish the Study Centre and to
develop the work of the Fourth International. Please
make cheques payable to ‘Ernest Mandel Memorial Fund'.

[ please send me details of the Fl Supporters’ Association
) Return to: Ernest Mandel-Memorial Fund,
; PO Box 1109; London N4 2UU. -







