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Demand real Trade U

nion action

FIGHT AGAINST
RACGIST LAWS

CABINET DIVISIONS
meant Michael Howard
did not announce the
details of new
immigration legislation
at Tory party conference
as expected. But that
doesn’t mean that this
attack has been
shelved - though it is
unlikely to contain fines
for bosses who employ
those without status.

Certainly we know from
Social Security Secretary Peter
Lilley’s announcement that a
huge swathe of asylum
seekers will have their benefit
stopped from January 8, 1996
- a change doesn'’t require an
Act of Parliament, just new
regulations.

In addition, the Queen’s
speech at the opening of the
new parliamentary session is
likely to contain proposals to

e IMPOSE immigration
checks on those claiming
benefits, health care, housing
and education

o DENY these services to a
large number of people whose
status is not settled, as well
as to so called ‘illegals’

o LIMIT the number of
countries from which asylum
requests will even be
considered

o IMPOSE further visa
restrictions on.countries from
which asylum seekers come

o WITHDRAW the right of
oral appeal from some asylum

Union leaders must be a part of organising the anti-racist struggles for more than one day a year

seekers

The impact of such
changes, with their emphasis
on ‘internal controls’, rather
than border controls, would be
an extremely negatiz’e one not
only for refugees and asylum
seekers but for all black
people in this country. The
proposal for checks on the
status of service users will
require poliging by working
people, many of them active
trade unionists.

While many anti-racist
organisations have been

organising conferences and
meetings to discuss the likely
changes, very little has
happened so far within the
unions - which must be a
central focus for organising
resistance. UNISON did
organise a conference in
October but it was not

" seriously built.

Over the last decade there
have been some successes in

. forcing trade unions to fight

racism; most notably in taking
up deportation cases affecting
their own members, but also in

pressuring the TUC itself into
calling demonstrations such
as that on October 28.

Now task for every trade
unionist in unions whose
members will be called on to
implement these pernicious
measures is to fight for their
organisation to back measures

of non-cooperation against

these proposals. Many
workers will be angry about the
idea that they should police
service users, but without
trade union organisation there
is a danger that they will either
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feel impotent to achieve
anything or will end up being
picked off individually.
Collective action with official
trade union support could
make internal controls -
inoperable - it must be fought
for vigorously.

INSIDE:

Behind the Tories
immigration
witchunt: pages 8 &9
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EDITORIALS

‘National security’,
electoral insecurity

THE TORIES may hold the
election in the spring of
1997, but October’s party
conferences showed the
general outlines of the cam-
paigns to come.

On the right, a Conserva-
tive government which has
brought real success to Brit-
ain’s exploitative ruling class
but — riven top to bottom on
European integration —is un-
able to show a way forward.

In the centre, a Labour
Party suffering from Blair’s
blitzkrieg. The clique around
Blair are pushing new Labour
to the right at a pace which
even scares many of the La-
bour MPs who back Blair.

On the left, there’s dispa-
rate bands of those who de-
fend the real interests of the
workers and the oppressed.

The real political challenge
facing the Conservatives is
how to hold on to power.

They’ve done their bit by
their class. The British econ-
omy is now growing by three
per cent a year, and the gov-
ernment will try hard to re-
duce income tax even further.

Last week, the FTSE index,
which measures the value of
shares, reached an all-time
high.

Most working people don’t
see any improvement. It’s rul-
ing class investors who feel

the benefit, not workers, pen-
sioners, parents, students or
the unemployed. Less income
tax and more profits means
worse education, lower pay,
worse welfare, health and so-
cial services and higher indi-
rect taxes, like VAT.

Security

To win back the votes of
working people, the Conser-
vatives are trying to launch a
big propaganda war. They
want to show that the Tory
party is the party of internal
and external security: against
criminals and asylum seekers
at home, and against ‘Euro-
crats’ and potential invaders
abroad. It is a natural exten-
sion of the law and order poli-
cies of Michael Howard.

On compensation rules, in-
formation for prisoners, pa-
role for IRA prisoners, police
authorities and more Howard
has been overturned by judi-
cial review.

The damaging writ served
on Howard by sacked Prison
Service chief Derek Lewis is
a product of the government’s
high-handed attempt to whip
up fear-driven appeals for
stronger state powers in the
aftermath of the Parkhurst
jailbreak.

At the Conservative party
conference, Michael Howard
announced tougher sentences

for burglars and sexual of-
fenders, Peter Lilley brought
in £200 million cuts in welfare
aid to those seeking asylum.
Defence Secretary Michael
Portillo — fiercely opposing

defence spending cuts — in-.

vented, and then denounced, a
series of non-existent EU pro-
posals: common military uni-
forms; a 40-hour week for the
armed forces (quite a good
idea); a common military pol-
icy.

This may be very good for
the Tory party conference, but
it doesn’t convince working
people. In fact, it no longer
convinces the ruling class
either.

Economy

For the bulk of the ruling
class, it no longer matters
whether Labour or the Tories
win the general election.
Chancellor Clarke plans a
three billion pound cut in in-
come tax — but Labour could
easily cut the same amount
with its windfall levy on the
profits of privatised utilities.

Neither party will return
public spending on capital and
infrastructure even to the
modest levels of Thatcher.

Labour’s clear advantage is
Blair’s solid support for
Europe integration. When
Foreign Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind announced the gov-

ernment’s goal of a free trade
zone linking the EU with Can-
ada and the USA, he reflected
the Eurosceptic opponents of
European integration.
No-one, except perhaps Mr
Rifkind, is convinced by that.
As the Los Angeles Times
noted last week, the US Presi-
dent’s trade representative
Micky Kantor now argues that
the US needs to base itself on
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Co-operation (APEC) bloc:
“You know where our real
strategic concerns are?
They're in Asia — China, Ja-
pan, Korea”. Kantor went on,
“The Pacific, for better or
worse, is our destiny.”’

Europe

Britain’s ruling class has
no practical alternative to
European integration. They
must force massive cuts in so-
cial spending and state bor-
rowing quickly enough to
meet the criteria for full eco-
nomic and monetary union or
be caught out in the coming
world trade war. Labour is the
party that will do that, the To-
ries are the party that will try
to do it, if the right wing of the
Tory party can be outflanked.

Ironically, the Tory ‘strong
state’ offensive — which is so
essential to their electoral for-
tunes — could stop Britain
from entering the centre of

Michael Howard
Europe: the start-up costs of
further workfare and law and
order plans will push up gov-
ernment spending.

In the run-up to next year’s
Inter-Governmental Confer-
ence, Blair and the dominant
faction of Britain’s property-
owning class will push hard
for anything necessary to se-
cure integration.

Socialist Outlook will op-
pose them. European integra-
tion, like the nationalist law
and order frenzy of Howard,
Portillo, Lilley and Rifkind,
offers no way forward the
workers and oppressed of
Britain — or anywhere else in
the world.

Ernest would have approved

THREE HUNDRED and
forty people participated
in the Ernest Mandel me-
morial rally and sympo-
sium two weeks ago.
Many of Ernest’s friends
and comrades came to the
rally and a smaller, slightly
younger, audience attended
the following day’s sympo-
sium, which conducted a se-
rious of detailed discussions.
on the contributions made
to Marxism made by Mandel
and the Fourth International.
Billed rally speakers Tariq
Ali, Robin Blackburn, Charlie
van Gelderen and Alan Thor-
nett were joined by three
leading Fourth International-
ists, Terry Conway, Penny
Duggan and Francois Ver-
cammen. Anne Conway, of
the Irish section of the
Fourth International, was
particularly warmly wel-
comed to the platform.
Charlie van Gelderen, one
of two surviving founders of
the Fourth international in
1938, opened the meeting
recalling Mandel’s life. Not-
ing Mandel’s work on the
strategy of permanent revo-

Alan Thornett, Anne Conway, Terry Conway and Tarig Ali

lution, Anne Conway linked
the Irish struggle to Bosnia’s
struggle for self-determina-
tion. Penny Duggan dis-
cussed the strengthening of
the Fl through its feminist
politics and the effort, much
supported by Mandel, to
build revolutionary youth or-
ganisations and common
work between them, like its

successful annual summer
camp. Tariq Ali, former edi-
tor of Socialist Challenge, re-
called how Mandel was a
link between the generation
of leaders of the Fourth Inter-
national in the 1970s, and
the experiences of the early
communist movement.

Like the rally, the sympo-
sium’s meetings were hon-
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est and good-hearted, with a
high level of discussion and
presentation. Some people
became Socialist Outlook
sellers after the symposium,

and others joined the Fourth

International’s Supporters’
Association. Ernest would
have warmly approved: it
was a modest but real step
forward for the Fourth inter-

national in Britain.

It also marked a real ad-
vance for the Ernest Mandel
Memorial Fund. The fund
aims to raise over £3,000 to-
wards the costs of building
an Ernest Mandel Study Cen-
tre and helping to secure the
publications of the Fourth In-
ternational: Inprecor, Inter-
national Viewpoint and
Inprecor para Latin America.

So far, over £1,000 is in
for the Memorial Fund —
mainly from donations at the
rally. The Fund ends in De-
cember, when leaders of the
Fourth International’s sec-
tions in Europe meet in the
Amsterdam building which
will house the Ernest Mandel
Study Centre.

B Socialist Outlook read-
ers and supporters
groups around Britain
plan to raise nearly £400
a week to complete the
fund by 3 December.
Make your donation pay-
able to ‘Ernest Mandel
Memorial Fund’ and post
to EMMF, PO Box 1109,
London N4 2UU.

Photo: Andrew Wiard

Democracy
in the NUT

EVEN THE most vicious
dictators need votes
once in a while.

The plebiscite - a one off
vote for or against a certain
candidate or proposal -is
their favourite tool. While
giving the illusion of choice,
the lack of any practical alter-
native means the outcome is
almost always assured.

This is why Doug McAvoy,
the General Secretary of the
National Union of Teachers,
is seeking to use the same
method to manipulate the
members of his union.

He has already over-
turned the policy of the
NUT’s conference and Spe-
cial Salaries Conference in
this way - overturning a
planned one-day strike
against the underfunding of
education.

Plebiscites and postal bal-
lots do not produce the same
results as considered discus-
sions in.the union’s confer-
ences and local divisions.
Voting by post, teachers
have no idea of the opinions,
confidence or ideas of teach-
ers in other schools and
other parts of the country.

McAvoy now plans to keep
these cautious postal plebi-
scites coming. He plans for
decisions of Annual Confer-
ence to be referred to plebi-
scites, and for changes to the
unions rules to be out di-
rectly to the union’s mem-
bers. Of course the ballot
papers and subsequent sur-
veys will be written by Mr.
McAvoy himself, in-order to
ensure the most cautious re-
sponse possible comes back.

As working people gear
up to place their demands on
a future Labour government,
other union leaders will at-
tempt to replace union de-
mocracy and real discussion
with these undemocratic
plebiscites. Warking people
must prepare now to defeat
such attempts in the future.
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‘New Labour’ prepares for government

“Blair 10 - Labour Left O”

By Dave Packer

SOCIALIST Outlook argued

that this year’s Labour Party Con-
ference we would see Blair move
further onto the offensive, build-
ing on his victories against the left
over Clause 4.

However the scale of Blair’s tri-
umph took us by surprise. A 10 - 0
victory over the left (as the Observer
put it - adding that ‘Old Labour’ was

lucky to get nil!), was unprecedented

in recent history. With the help of the
trade union burcaucracy he was able
to set the left up, knock it down, and
push it firmly into touch.

We argued that CLP delegates led
by the oganised left would find it
difficult to commit Labour to even
minimal socialist policies that could
address the problems of the low paid,
sick, elderly, jobless youth and the
oppressed in our society.

Attempting to recoup ground lost
over C4 and organised in the Social-
ist Campaign Group Network and in
other co-ordinations, the left chal-
lenged Blair with a good daily dele-

gate’s bulletin and rightly focusedon

policy issues such as support for a
commitment to a £4.15 minimum
wage, resolutions designed to stop
the erosion of the trade union link.

Class basis

They correctly recognised that
this issue lies at the centre of Blair’s
aim to shift the class basis of the
Party. The left opposed the leader-
ship’s concessions on grant-main-
tained schools, its willingness to
countenance the development of a
multi-tiered education system and its
new rule book. It also organised to
defend Liz Davies, who was set up
just before Conference, to no avail.

At the end of the day the socialists
were engaged in little more than a
rear-guard action. With the help of
John Edmonds of the GMB and Bill
Morris of the T&GWU, the Blair
bandwaggon won all the votes taken
at conference. Conference avoided
specifying the minimum wage and
even defeated the Constituency left
on Trident, while a call for defence
spending to be cut to the European
average was effectively headed off.

Orchestrated

It was one of the most success-
fully stage-managed conferences
ever, which provided the media with
choice soundbites and slick suited
images. Bloody noses for the left
were orchestrated over Liz Davies
and Arthur Scargill’s tactically ques-
tionable efforts to reraise Clause 4.

Worse, Clare Short’s speech
against Liz and the Leeds North-East
CLP on behalf of the NEC ruling, has
set the scene for a possible new round
of witchunting. But stage manag-
ment is not new. It was the weakness
and failure of the left to challenge it
that was new!

Blair delivered a visionary speech
which mobilised the delegates and
won widespread acclaim. There is no
doubt that his emotive and psycho-
logically tuned but vacuous rhetoric
was effective. Even many Tory MP
were impressed, one enough to cross
the floor of the House to embrace
Tony Blair’'s New Labour.

' Scargill: “Start spreading the news, I'm leaving toda-a-a-a-ay”

Blair unashamedly pilfered the
ideas and even the language of Wil-
son, Kennedy and Clinton, but also
of Newt Gingrich, the high-tech ide-
%logue of the US right. Blair’s bibli-
cal references and the ideals of
Christian socialism, interspersed
with a constant, thythmic repetiton
of key words like “‘you’, “‘me”,
“new”, “young”, “faimess”, ‘‘the
future”’, jarred on some of his audi-
ence, but not in all cases for the right
reasons.

This was particularly so amongst
the ageing ranks of trade union bar-

ons, who today preside over plum-

" meting union memberships and a
situation in which only 4 per cent of
employed youth under 20 are organ-
ised in trade unions.

Evangelism

Despite the evangelism, morality
plays and one-off windfall taxes,
none of this cuts much ice in the inner
cities or on the housing estates: nor
will it inspire the county’s disillu-
sioned and angry youth, less than
half of whom voted at the last Gen-

eral Election.

Blair’s unrivalled triumph was
bought at a price. But the trade union
bureaucracy, frightened to rock the
boat, wanted only a small price for
their loyalty: a fragile agreement
from Blair not to force their share of
the Conference vote below 50 per

. cent in the foreseeable future, an end

to compulsory competitive tendering
in local government, a clearér com-
mitment on union rights of recogni-
tion and representation, an end to
restrictions on the use of ‘check off’
schemes by employers for the pay-
ment of union subscriptions.

Photo: Linn Hjort

Another carrot was thrown by the
leader in his Conference speech. The
RMT was given an ambigious ‘guar-
antee’ for the existence of a publicly
owned rail network under Labour.
According to the Sunday Telegraph,
one union baron described the out-
come of Conference as ‘‘trebles all
round’’! Unfortunately the promises
on rail has already been put into
question, with new Labour transport
spokesperson Clare Short explain-
ing that ‘“‘regulation”, not renation-
alistion, will be Labour’s immediate
goal for rail after privatisation.

Labour’s future

By Dave Packer

IT IS CLEAR that sharp ten-
sions exist between Blair’s
project to transform the
Party and sections of the un-
ion bureaucracy and
Parliamentary Labour Party.

In particular there is an anxiety
about their exclusion from future
privileges, but their fears were al-
layed. As one boss of a big union
explained, ““It has proved easier to
politic under cover of Blairism
than it ever was in the old days.”
(Sunday Telegraph, 8.10.95)

However, there is also a fear
that they won’t be able hold the
line if Blair goes too far, especially
when in government. But these
fault-lines are not open ruptures to-
day. They want a Blair governe-
ment at any price. Nor are they
likely to rock the boat until well
into a Labour Government when
open fissures mdy appear under
mass pressure from below.

Even ‘left’ bureaucrat Rodney
Bickerstaffe. when questioned

about the left’s weak challenge to
Blair, snorted angrily to the cam-
era: “What do you expect? We
can’t make the Party look like a
floppy rabbit just before a General
Election.”

That says it all.

Conference confirmed the two
main goals of the Labour right.
The first is to reassure the bosses
that Tony Blair is their man - a reli-
able servant; the second is to win
sections of the professional and
middle classes.

Central to achieving these goals
is Blair’s unconditional acceptance
of the capitalist market and his de-
sire to sever the historic links of
the Labour Party with the trade un-
ions.

The core of their plan is there-
fore to transform the Labour Party
into a social democratic party like
the German SPD, at best.

The spectre of continuing
witchunts against the left is an in-
evitable consequence of this pol-
icy. The new rule book
consolidates OMOV and even pro-
vides for leadership plebicites

(yes, like Stalin did), both of
which are designed to by-pass the
local party structures and repre-
sentative democracy, in the name
of ‘real democracy’— the atomisa-
tion of a passive party membership
which is subject to direct appeals
from the leader from Walworth
Road and through the media.

Scargill

At the end of Conference, Ar-
thur Scargill, smarting from his 11-
1 defeat, questioned his future
membership of the party (there
had already been reports of resig-
nations of active party members in
some fringe meetings, eg, by the
editor of Tribune).

Despite Tony Benn’s assur-
ances that Scargill would not leave
the fold. his well publicised stance
undoubtedly flags up a discussion
taking place in parts of the left
about the need for a new party of
labour. Some, prematurely in our
view, see as immanent the demise
of the Labour Party as the party of
the working class movement: oth-
ers just feel that there is an urgent

need for a socialist pole to the left
of Labour.

However, the conditions are not
ripe for the development of a new
left party today. The faultlines in
the Labour movement are not yet
ruptures and the masses want a La-
bour Government not a split.

Socialist Outlook insists that the
task is to build a consistent revolu-
tionary current not prematurely es-
tablish a vacillating party that does
not know whether it is meant to be
the living soul of ‘Old Labour’ or
a revolutionary departure from La-
bourism. If it was based on this
contradiction it would soon go the
way of the old ILP into the dustbin
of history.

Even if a few year’s experience
of a ‘new Labour’ government
radically changes the perceptions
of the vanguard, calling today for
a new socialist party is simply the
luxury of armchair revolutionaries
- and a diversion from the task of
fighting the Tories and fighting
Blairism, a fight that must be fo-
Cused on where it counts most. in
the unions and amongst the social
movements and the youth.
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Job centre bosses use
courts to block CPSA strike

By Nigel Danby,
North Humberside
ES CPSA, personal

capacity

ON TUESDAY October 10 Em-
ployment Service management
were granted a High Court in-
junction preventing CPSA taking
strike action over pay. The strikes
were due to start on October 12.
Management claimed that some
CPSA members had voted who were

" not entitled to take part.

General Secretary Barry
Reamsbottom says, ‘“We are not
about to go away simply because
they have resorted to legal ma-
noeuvring.

The court injunction is not a vic-
tory for Management, but an admis-
sion of weakness.”

Despite the fighting talk, mem-

bers fear Reamsbottom is inching
towards a sell-out. He sees his job as
one of partnership with manage-
ment. He talks of how the CPSA
must “‘explore how the current crisis
can be replaced by a new climate of
industrial relations in which there is
proper respect for the legitimate in-
terests of each party.”

Cosy chats

The problems of the Employment
Service cannot be solved by cosy
chats between bosses and trade un-
ion bureaucrats.

ES management treat Job Centre
workers like machines. And the only
time when you take notice of a ma-
chine is when it stops working.

CPSA members in the Employ-
ment Service will soon be re-bal-
loted on strike action. A massive
yes-vote will show management just
what we think of them and theirlegal
antics.

These siriking DSS members don’t listen to Reamsbotiom’s sell-out antics

Photo: Mark Salmon

*

FACE looking forward

February 10 conference should be built across the unions and beyond

reinstate RMT

necessary to defeat manage-
ment’s plans.

Chris was joined on the
platform at the meeting by
Mersey docks shop stew-
ard Bob Ritchie who
pointed out the connection
between the dockers’ case
and Chris Jones: manage-
ment’s attacks on the right not
to cross a picket line.

Donations and messages of
support to: Stockport and dis-
trict RMT, Department 61,

1 Newton St., ‘
Manchester.

By Simon Kennedy

AS WE go to press the campaign (o
reinstate Chris Jones is escalating.

Jimmy Knapp is meeting the Manag-
ing Director of West Coast Inter-City to
demand reinstatement. An interim indus-
trial tribunal will take place on Friday 29
October and the RMT is holding a refer-
endum ballot at Chris’s Longsight Man-
chester depot.

Support from members and branches
has flooded in. Everybody fully wnder-
stands the sacking as an attack on union
organisation. Pressure is mounting for a
strike ballot. At last week’s public meet-
ing the mood was clear—action will be

TRADE UNIONS

By Roy Leach
NUT Executive,
personal capacity

BETWEEN now and the
November 28 budget is
a crucial period in
FACE’s campaign to re-
verse education cuts.

Recently published fig-
ures show that hetween in
1994 over 80,000 primary
aged pupils were jammed
into classes of over 30
(Times Education Supple-
ment 21.10.95). This was
before this year's round of
cuts and redundancies.

It is quite possible that
) we could see the majority of

i | primary pupils in impossibly

MarkSalmon large classes by this time

1

Pressure mounts to

militant

next year.

FACE is mapping out its
strategy up to the general
election. Up to budget day
MPs are to be deluged with
letters and post cards, culmi-
nating in “FAX jams” of
Downing Street. :

Local marches and ral-
lies will further help to main- .
tain the pressure to keep
education centre stage.

On November 27 torchlit
vigils will be held outside
Town and Gounty halls up
and down the country.

Even with a loosening of
Treasury purse strings it is

likely that some schools will
be unable to balance their

books without sackings. As
an alternative governors and
head teachers can refuse to
implement cuts and set
“needs related” budgets.
Despite the dire warn-
ings, no gavernors have so
far been penalised for pursu-
ing this course of action.
FACE is organising a con-
ference on February 10; one
of the purposes of which is
to give practical guidance
on setting deficit budgets.
FACE goes from strength
to strength and has no inten-
tion of letting up the pres-
sure - it now looks certain to
outlive this thoroughly dis-
credited government.

Liverpool docks
strike builds

FIVE HUNDRED dock-
ers have been in dispute
with their employers

for a month It began as .

a dispute about over-
time, involving five
‘workers.

Now the 500 have been
dismissed for refusing to
cross picket lines set up dur-
ing the original dispute.

Casualisation of the
workforce and the breaking
of the Mersey docks and
harbour joint shop steward
committee are behind the
dispute.

The TGWU has fought
shy of official involvement.
The support throughout

Merseyside has, hpwever,
been magnificent.

There have been two
demonstration of over two

thousand. Picketing has
been well supported and
substantial donations have
been received from Ford
and Halewood car workers
and Sefton City council.

The pressure is already
beginning to tell despite
some scabs being brought
in and some work being
transferred. The company
has offered 250 jobs back
and a £10,000 pay off. This
has been rejected.

This is a major national
dispute which needs mas-
sive support, especially fi-
nancial.

Money and messages o7
solidarity should go to: Ec-
inburgh Park dockers clut.
Townsend Lane, Liverpeci
Cheques payable to: Mer-
seyside docks shop stew-
ards appeal fund.
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Cruise O’Brien

cruises Loyalists

By David Coen

AFTER HIS election as -

leader of the Official
Unionist Party, David
Trimble had a visitor
from the South who
brought advice on how
the Unionists should
deal with Dublin.
Shortly after, he put out a
statement saying the Union-
ists would talk to Republi-
cans elected to a new
Northern Ireland Assembly.
In other words, bring back
Stormont and well talk.
The visitor was Conor
Cruise O’Brien, columnist
in Heinz boss Tony
O’Reilly’s Independent
Newspapers and fierce
critic of Republicanism.
O’Brien’s aim was to try to

split the alliance between
Dublin, the SDLP and
Washington in which the
Republicans have put their
trust. It was a clever tactic.

All of the so-called pan-
nationalist alliance accept,
to a greater or lesser extent,
the Unionist veto and what
flows from that, a recogni-
tion that there will eventu-
ally be a government in the
North with some involve-
ment from Dublin to safe-
guard the nationalists.

The Dublin Government
under Fine Gael’s John -
Bruton would happily go
along with elections to what
would be a Unionist domi-

" nated Northern Assembly,

except for the difficulty that
would cause for other mem-
bers of the *‘nationalist fam-
ily”” - Sinn Fein.

Nobody fell for Conor’s

trick but it shows the weak-
ness of Sinn Fein,s position.

If Dublin had accepted
Trimble’s offer, the Repub-
licans would be forced
either to break with Dublin -
which they cannot afford to
do, or, openly admit that
they accept the Unionist
veto with all that involves
and risk a split. In the long
run, that is precisely what
they will have to do.

British provocations over
the ‘‘peace process”’, apart
from being necessary for
Major’s survival, are all to
do with testing the Republi-
cans commitment (and re-
ducing their expectations
still further) in advance of
any negotiations about what
will be a new partitionist
settlement in Ireland.

There is an alternative to
the armed struggle/Irish

Peace Initiative divide on
which the Republican move-
ment is breaking itself. It
flows from the fact that no
reform of the Northern

State is possible: for the Un-
ionists to make the most
minimal concession would
fatally damage their cause.

They will not concede on -

the “‘right”’ of Orange big-
ots to march through Na-
tionalist areas let alone the
disbandment of the RUC or
power-sharing.

Rather than give legiti-
macy to the latest attempt o
stabilise the Northern Ire-
land state, Sinn Fein could
seek to mobilise against it.
In the past that meant com-
ing up against the British
Army. But there is no mili-
tary solution either.

Mass mobilisations
around civil rights or the

OUP leader David Trimble
prisoners are what forced
change on the British in the
past and can do so again,
even if not in the short term.

The reason Sinn Fein
can’t do that is that the lead-

of the very forces who fa-
vour partition - the South-
ern ruling class. Conor
Cruise O’Brien may be a
pompous eccentric but he
says what they think. -

ership are reliini on some

Hillingdon strikers take on
bosses and bureaucrats

Cleaners at
Hillingdon Hosgital
are on strike after
their new employers,
Pall Mall Services,
tried to cut their
wages by 20 per
cent. Rod Marshall
spoke to them for
Socialist Outlook.

RM: Why did you go on strike
in the first place?

Jagir: well you see they
wanted us to sign this new
contract which we didn’t sign.
RM: what did the contract ask
you to do?

Jagir: they said that our terms
and conditions will be differ-

ent, they will cut 20 per cent - we didn’t slin the contract be-

‘We will stand here as long as it takes and we’re going to make it official’

off our wages.

That’s why we didn’t sign the
contract. When we asked Pe-
ter Barry, the UNISON official,
“where do we stand now?”,
he said nothing to us, and he
has not even supported us

Photo: Rod Marshall

But according to us it is an offi-
cial strike and we want to
make it an official strike. Be-
cause we are fed up standing
here, we've heen paying them
(UNISON) for nothing all these
years and they’re not doing

cause we didn’t want the new
terms and conditions.

RM: they’ve brought other
workers in'?

Jagir: They’ve brought scabs

in - agency people which they
are paying double and treble

money. Yet they couldn’t pay
us £3.19 for an hour.

And we’ve been working ali
these years, the hard work we
have to do - even when we
wanted our holidays, we were
" booking our holidays they
used to refuse us.

RM: they refused you leave?

Jagir: Yes. “No we’re fully
booked, you can’t have your
‘holidays”.

RM: did conditions deteriorate
when Pall Mall came in?

Jagir: Yes. The supervisor
knew that the ladies (warkers)
here are so scared their not
going to go anywhere; they
“will do as you te!l them to do.
But she didn’t know this was
the final straw.

RM: how many workers have
been affected, how many are

here. —————————————————————————————— " ${71K6?
we'vebeen  Q: is this an ‘official’ strike? Jagir: 60-70
standing hers for A; Yes. The UNISON leader, Peter Barry, keeps e adies
e nme  saying that it is not an official strike, that it is and full time

cold and nobody Unofficial. But according to us it is an official strike dayshift - but
has taken any ac- me———————— now they’ve

tion to support

us. ,

RM: is this an 'official’ strike?
Jagir: Yes. The UNISON
leader Peter Barry keeps say-
ing that it is not an official
strike, that it is unofficial.

their bloody job properly.

RM: when did Pall Mall sack
you?

Jagir: They sacked us on Octo-
ber 1. October 30 was the last
day to sign the contracts. But

got loads of
agency people in there and
~ were all out.
RM: and Pall Mall are refusing
to negotiate?
Jagir: Yes.
RM: What action are you plan-

ning and what have you done
so far?

Jagir: we’re going to take
them to court. We ain’t going
to give up.

RM: where can people send do-
nations, to the local UNISON
branch?

Jagir: Yes, we can’t cope any-
more. UNISON are not doing
their job properly - we've
heen paying them all these
years - why? ‘
They said we were going to
get £62.50 every week hard-
ship money but we don’t want
that - we’re not slaves or beg-
gars - we want our strike
money.

We’ve had nothing for 3
weeks. They’ve given us noth-
ing at all.

RM: have you got a message
for UNISON?

Jagir: Yes, please write to Pe-
ter Barry and tell them to
make it an official strike, and
to give us support and money
as well.

We ain’t going to give up, we
will stand here as long as it
takes and we’re going to make
it official. We want these peo-
ple out.

o Write to chief executive of
Hillingdon Hospital Philip
Brown to protest at the treat-
ment of the cleaning staff at:
Hillingdon Hospital, Uxbridge,
Middlesex, UB8 3NN. Tele-
phone 01895 238382.

o Send letters of support to:
UNISON office, Hillingdon Hos-
pital, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8
3NN.

s3dNLvad
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CENTRE STAGE

Noel Gallagher from Oasis speaks to Ken Loach

The ‘New Lad’ vanguard?

.
If Blur symbolise
the cynical and

self-indulgent

South in popular
music, Oasis echo
ailenated, drug
using, Northern
unemployed. Who
better to meet
Oasis songsmith
NOEL GALLAGHER
than world-famous
marxist film-maker
KEN LOACH?

S

Noel Gallagher | come from Man-
chester, Middleton to be precise.
Ken Loach Do it like it there? Me, |
have a weakness for Manchester.

Noel Gallagher When we began to
be successful, we realised that
it’s really a little hole. That's why
I've moved to London, Manches-
ter is too frustrating for me now.
When | was young, it was frustrat-
ing enough because there was no
work and only three usable pubs,
but | amused myself there. | go
back there at weekends, that’s
enough for me at present. Of
course I'll have to go back there
to live one day.

Ken Loach As for me, | live in a lit-
tle dump in the Midlands. All the
London trains pass it but never
stop. Originally it was a mining
city, then it had car factories, a ten-
tative wave of high-tech industries,
and now, nothing.

Noel Gallagher Where do you find
the characters in your films?

Ken Loach | don’t really have to
look very far, they are afl there, all

around us.

Noel Gallagher ‘Kes’ was always a
reference point for me. | was born
in ‘67, at the time it was re-
leased, and | still
haven’t seen it at
the cinema. How-
ever, | remember
perfectly having
seen it on telly. | re-

‘member that the ending was very

sad but, at one moment, a scene

‘Under-class’ ilmn? Oasis: Bonehead, Noel, Liam, Guigs, Alan White

took place on a football pitch and
that pleased me enormously. Why
didn’t you set this film in Man-

Loach: You, you don’t have a
structure, a framework for your life

chester?
Ken Loach The bloke who wrote

Ken Loach: days of
hope caught on film

Ken Loach has shot
to global fame in
recent years.
Vincent Ostria
spoke to him about
his life and work.
A

“T WAS born in Nuneaton, a
Midlands ex-mining town. My
father was an electrician in a tool
making factory. He was never in-
volved in trade unions. Like mil-
lions of others, my family was
neither rich nor poor.

From the age of 14 I used to cycle -

to Stratford-upon-Avon to see
Shakespeare plays. I still réadgthe
plays - they are extremely rich, var-
ied and sensitive. ‘

. In the sixties after being a theatre

job at BBC 2. We had to produce a
film every week. We had really good
script writers and a great time slot.
Everyone looked at our plays. -

The team was very.much on the
left. In those days it was impossible
to avoid politics. -

In the 1980s I made documenta-
ries for television (Questions of
Leadership 1983-4), but they were
never transmitted because they were
too political.

They showed the political view of
the left regarding the trade union
leadership. For us, they were not do-
ing their job. They did not organise

any opposition to Thatcher at the .

time when her politics were leading
to mass unemployment.

My politics was too much against
the current. For a while I had no
work.

Happily there was then Hidden .

Agenda and Riff Raff. Hidden agenda
was submitted to the Cannes film

dlrector [ was lucky enough to geta . - festival and won the Prize of the Jury.

The next year, Riff Raff won the crit-
ics’ prize. It was a new beginning for
me.

I decided to make a film on the
Spanish Civil War because it was
one of the big moments of the twen-
tieth century; when people took
power — the workers took control of
the factories and the farmworkers oc-
cupied the land.

We tend to forget that there have
been times when ordinary people
have been in power. These moments
should be remembered.

And we also have to say that their
hopes were betrayed — not only by
the fascists, but also by the stalinists.

It was the stalinists, not the fas-
cists who returned the land to the
original owners.

What happenéd in Spam in 1936
shows that it is possible for people to
take control.

There were 3 million unemployed
in Britain in the 1930s. Today there
are 4 million. The far right is on the

Pholo: Jil Furmanovsky

the scenario wanted it at his place,
near Sheffield. | have never written
my films, | always work with col-
laborators: And you, are
your records a team job
or do you work by your-
self?

Noel Gallagher | work
alone.

Ken Loach Do you support Man-

chester City or Manchester United?

Noel Gallagher (offended) City, of
course.

Ken Loach Shame, they lost last
week. :

Noel Gallagher Since | was born
they’ve only won the champion-
ship once, and | was one year

old. Manchester United only inter-
ests people who don’t live in Man-
chester, the people from outside.
True Mancunians are only inter-
ested in Manchester City.

Ken Loach At Sheffield it's the
same problem with Sheffield
Wednesday and Sheffield United.
Sheffield United is the club for
those who live in Sheffield, Shef-
field Wednesday is for the expatri-
ates in London.

Noel Gallagher Because of George
Best, United is the ciub of the lo-
cal Irish. All my family came from
Ireland originally and my grand-
mother would kil me if she knew
that | didn’t support that club. But
because we were six brothers in
my family, Liam and |, to distin-
guish ourselves and shut the gobs
of the other four, we chose to sup-
port City.

Ken Loach PeOpIe ask me what my
films and your records have in
common. | think they share a prole-
tarian culture.

Noel Gallagher It was certainly
true during the 50s and 60s, per-

- haps during the 40s too, when

everyone worked, when Manches-
ter was still an industrial city.
Now, it’s less true. When people
of my generation left school, they
only had three choices offered
them: football, music or the dole.
That’s why there are so many big
rock groups from the North. When
I travel in the rest of the country, |
notice that people have a more so-
phisticated culture, more artistic
than ours. Northern culture is very
urban. In fact, we have developed

rise across Europe. There are many
things which link the two periods.
A film about: the past should at-

~ tempt to understand the present.

Before making a film on the crea-

tion of a union of immigrant workers

in Hollywood I am making two other

‘There have been times when ordinary people have been in power’

films.

One will be about what is happen-
ing in Nicaragua. We will start film-
ing in November.”

o This feature, and the one above, -
translated from les Inrockuptibles
by Peter Purton-and Fred Leplat.
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a sub-culture.

Ken Loach When you grow up in
London and you have artistic abil-
ity, everything is in place to enable
it to develop. In Manchester, where
there is nothing and nothing hap-
pens, your abilities are stifled.
When | landed up in London, at 16-
17 years oid, I didn’t come back, it
was like a pleasure park for me.

Noel Gallagher The difference he-

. tween the kids of the North of Eng-

land and those of Paris, New York
efc, is the humour. Even if the kid
from Manchester is the same as
the others, there’s always a dis-
tinctive humour. That’s why the
Beatles charmed the whole world,
they had their own sense of hu-
mour.

Ken Loach You have to distinguish
between the people of the North.
There are fundamental differences
between Mancunians and Liver-
pudlians. Mancunians are con-
vinced that everyone from
Liverpool is a bandit, that they are
not to be trusted. For generations,
Liverpudlians have been reputed
for their corrosive humour, for be-
ing comical and mischievous. For
me, it's not so much a question of
town as of class.

Noel Gallagher It's very much tied
to the working class. | find the
same jokes whether I'm in Man-
chester or London. 1t’s no good
complaining of our sad fate, the
conversation always ends with a
roar of laughter.

Ken Loach What happened to your
schoolmates?

Noel Gallagher One or two became
professional footballers, in clubs
a little out of date like Portsmouth
or Southampton: not at the level
to stay in Manchester. The rest
just disappeared.

Ken Loach What is missing for
your generation is the discipline - |
don't like the moral sense of that
word - which gave the lives of
northern proletarians the rhythms
of work. You learnt it from your
parents, your grandparents: that
was the way it was and it wasn’t go-
ing to change. These people were
exploited, swindled, and they never
thought of questioning the system
of their lives.

You, you don’t have a structure, a
framework for your life. At least
they had a status, a dignity.

With Thatcher, the number of un-
employed increased to two, then
three, million. Ail the notion of dig-

‘Land and
Freedom’ Directed
by Ken Loach.
Reviewed by
KATHRYN
MARSHALL.

THE COMBINATION of
political and evocative
qualities in Land and Free-
dom make it completely
compelling viewing.

The film opens in modern
Liverpool where an old man,
David Carne, dies from a
heart attack. His granddaugh-
ter, Kim, finds all his letters
from the period from 1936
when he was fighting for the
Republican struggle against
Franco’s fascist regime in
Spain. As she reads his de-
scriptive letters, we return to
the days of revolutionary
struggle which Carne joined .

nity through work was blown to
pieces. Thatcher destroyed the
working class. People of your age
no longer know what it is to belong
to a community which works. No
doubt you know that better than .

Noel Gallagher It’s a detail, but at
one time, in families, everyone
got up at the same time - because
they had to go to work. And they
came back together, ate together;
one could talk. At the end of each
road was the factory and, when it
finished by closing, all the houses
began to empty. In the north of
Manchester there are whole
streets of empty houses and, sad-
dest of all, in town there are the
homeless.
Ken Loach Among the workless

- there are thousands of building
workers who could rebuild the
derelict houses.

Noel Gallagher The notion of a
work ethic no longer exists in
Manchester, because we don’t re-
member what it was like to work.

“Myself, | had the chance to do

work which pleased me: | went
into a studio, recorded a song, re-
leased a record, | have a good
life. What’s more, | bring some
pleasure to others. Most of my
mates hate their work.

Ken Loach At the same time as de-
stroying the factories and jobs,
they made people think themselves
guilty because they were not loyal
to this work ethic. Not only did they
spike the work, they gave com-
plexes to the unemployed! At the
start of Thatcherism, people
thought, 'am out of work, it's an

. exception. Today, it's normal.

Noel Gallagher In the 60s, when

you heard of a family friend out of
work, you knew it was temporary.
Today, you start off life sure you’ll
never find a job. So
you adapt your life-

style to this new fact. Gallagher: | know whole streets in
Yougotobedatdin Manchester where no one has work
any more. And people don’t talk.

the morning and get
up in the afternoon,

SR

de: a bri
family has disappeared. What is the
point of getting up in the morning?

“Where is there to go?

Noel Gallagher Who wants to get
out of the house to find other un-
employed people, to hear their
problems? It’s everyone for them-
selves, you stay at home. | know
whole streets in Manchester
where no one has work any more.
And people don’t talk, they are

dge between the old generation and the new

would have become. | got the tal-
ent to write songs and live from
it. So 1 do my best to amuse peo-
ple. Because | know that’s all |
can do for them. Three and a half
minutes of happiness in a gloomy
and banal life, I’m afraid that’s
my only contribution.

Ken Loach | can't even give them
that, because cinema doesn’t have
the direct impact of music. It
doesn’t have the visceral
side of Qasis’ rock.

Noel Gallagher With our
music, people can forget
everything and dance.
I’ve never seen anyone

because there is 10T - o dance in the cinema

ing better to do, noth-

ing to expect from life.

Ken Loach When you work, you
are part of a group, a community.
But if you are forced out of the
pack, you become isolated, aban-
doned. In the North, the notion of

ashamed and hide themselves
away where thirty years ago they
rubbed shoulders, ali knew each
other. They no longer have any-
thing to tell, they live from day to
day. Me, if | didn’t have footbaii
and the guitar, God knows what |

(laughs)...
Ken Loach Your music is necessar-
ily subversive. Its strength is that
oldies like me don’t like it. If your
parents like the same songs as
you, it's because you've bought

What hope for those ‘chained to the mirror and the razor-blade’?

Spain’s civil war: fighting chance of real change

We learn about the demo-
cratic functioning of the
POUM militia; ‘“‘everyone
votes on all decisions’” he télls
us, and we see that there is no
substitute for this when you
are forging a team seriously
thinking in terms of being a
part of revolutionary change.

A Spanish woman, Maite,
convinces her comrade to re-
main at the Front rather than
returning home to deal with
domestic troubles. These peo-
ple respect one another as
comrades in this most impor-
tant of struggles.

Throughout the first half of
the film Loach also hits you
with the tremendous positive
energy that swept through
them all as they took villages
back from the fascists and be-
gan to plan together how they
were now to run their land.
This is one of the major
achievements of the filn. You
not only feel this energy when
guns are being fired and fas-
cists are on the run; Loach

also manages to convey it in
the context of a new kind of
political debate.

No one stops the people
from deciding either way on
the question of whether or not
to collectivise immediately
the village land.

Having real responsibility
sets the debate on fire; it’s
noisy, it’s animated, it is peo-
ple deciding for themselves
about their lives.

Loach does not romanti-
cise the experiences on the
Front as all positive. Com-
rades die, other have to cope.

Loach argues that the revo-
lution was betrayed by its sup-
posed allies from the
Communist Parties; he vocal-
ises through various of the
characters how Stalin had
quite a different vision of the
future from the comrades try-
ing to build a revolution.

Butto make sure we are not
left wondering who to bé-
lieve, he shows what went on
in the Communist Interna-

‘Noisy, animated, it is people deciding for themselves

tional Brigade through

- Carne’s eyes who, as a carrier

of a Communist Party card
temporarily joins them.
He hears how the POUM

and the anarchists were ac-.
cused of collaborating with °,

the fascists and he sees them
being shot at. It is not long

N

before Carne is back with the
POUM and we know he is
right. But it is too late; the
stalinists arrive to arrest the
leaders of the militia.

If everyone who sees this
film goes away understanding
the nature of stalinism.and its
anti-revolutionary  ma-

~ bad records.

nouevrings, an important step
away from the miseducation
which says that socialism died
with the collapse of the Soviet
Union will have been taken.

Loach doesn’t locate this
film in the past. He uses flash-
back to make it clear that these
struggles remain our strug-
gles even in a period where
things seem quiét-and where
people feel there is no hope.

The film opens with the
symbol of the National Front
daubed on the wall of the
block of the flats where Carne
lived. But it also shows an
anti-racist, anti-fascist poster
on bright red paper next to it.

It closes with Carne’s
granddaughter raising aloft
his red scarf. This deliberate
use of colour links the past
with today. There are impor-
tant messages, of having a
fighting chance of real
change, to be heard from the
past and important lessons for
the future strongly-articulated
in this film.
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