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he Conservative govern-
ment's latest racist law is
facing defeat.

Their Asylum and Immlgration Bill
will force employers to act as un- -
paid immigration officers. Like the
pass law system of apartheid South
Africa, every black person will be
vitimised. It is designed to whip up
| racism and chauvinism
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Fighting the Tory Racism and fascism
asylum and on the rise across
immigration bill western Europe
Page 3 Centre Stage
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" There is no British

solution in Ireland

IT’S HARD to say whether the Canary Wharf
bomb which blew John Major’s Irish strategy is the-
beginning of a new IRA campaign or a short, sharp
shock to prod the British into the negotiations
they promised before the IRA cease-fire.

Peace in Ireland was to be the
crowning achievement of Major’s
term as Prime Minister.

Perhaps the end of the cease-fire was
simply a blunder by the British. After
all, they and the Unionists could have
had a very favourable deal. Sinn Fein
had accepted the notion of Unionist
“consent” and it is clear from at least
the 1995 Ard Fheis, that they were
coming round to the idea of an internal
settlement, which would of course be
presented as a ‘“‘stepping stone’ to
eventual unity.

There are lots of areas where treat-
ing the whole island as a single entity
makes sense, not least in relation to
European Union Structural Funds.

Business leaders have already made
big strides towards ‘‘unifying” the
country. A few committees looking at
agriculture, tourism and economic de-
velopment North and South, together
with a built-in role for Dublin in guar-
anteeing the position of the National-
ists, would probably have been
enough. ]

“Self determination’” would be ex-
ercised by simultaneous referendums
North and South to produce the neces-
sary ‘‘consent’’. No British with-
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drawal, no ending of partition and the
copper-fastening of the border. A John
Major success. Exit stage Right.

There are other possibilities apart
from the blunder theory. Perhaps, be-
set by enemies all round, leadership
elections and Scott Inquiries, Honest
John just let Ireland slip to the back of
his mind.

Perhaps he has been a fervent Un-
ionist all along and is only now show-
ing his true hue.

But none of these make any sense
given the deal the Tories could have
got and at so little cost. All they had to
do was to get the Unionists to the ne-
gotiating table.

If the IRA had signed up, as seemed
likely, to the “Six Pririciples” of the
Mitchell Report they would have had
not only to renounce violence and give
up their arms over a period. They
would also have had to commit them-
selves, in advance, to going along with
whatever agreement came out of the
all-party negotiations.

In effect, Mitchell demanded a

_ higher price for entry to negotiations

Tory terror

Paul Walker

HE SCOTT Reportis

not about secrecy or

about Ministerial res-
ignations. It is about British
militarism.

Two-thirds of Britain’s ex-
ports go t6 third world regimes
with blood curdling human
rights records - Saudi Arabia, In-
donesia (carrying out genocide
in East Timor) and Nigeria.

Every job in military industry
that depends on exports is subsi-
dised by the Government to the
tune of £12,500 every year, total-
ling £1 billion annually.

There is no economic ration-
ale. It is about using arms sales
to support imperialist ambi-
tions. The Scott Report will cre-
ate the political space for
socialists to force such a debate
onto the agenda.

If Britain does not export
" arms, it faces two problems as

an imperialist power:
~—To mobilise for war across
the globe Britain must have
technological quality and produc-
- tive capacity. This can only be
done at phenomenal cost, cen-

tres of technical excellence
must be kept open.

-—Arms exports are also used
to maintain friendly relations
with murderous regimes who
are allies.

These considerations led Mar-
garet Thatcher to promote the
military-industrial complex at
the expense of civil manufactur-
ing throughout the 1980s sup-
ported by a number of covert
deals.

The documents released in
the Matrix Churchill trial re-
vealed that a stream of arms re-
lated equipment had gone to
Iraq with Government knowl-
edge. Also machine tools from
Matrix Churchill and other com-
panies had been installed in Iraqi
munitions complexes from 1987
onwards.

The truth began to emerge—
arms sales were being used
firstly to maintain good rela-
tions with the Iraqi regime, and
later, to maintain a British secu-
rity presence at the heart of the
Iraqi rpilitary complex.

It was the strategic considera-
tions that were and still are cru-
cial to Britain’s arms sales policy.

British won’t be prodded into negotiations any more than they were forced into making concessions by 25 years of armed struggle

than in previous British documents.

Yet Major side-stepped in favour of
Unionist leader David Trimble’s
““elections’ stunt and attembted to
stuff it down the throats of Dublin and
the SDLP as well as Sinn Fein. Careless
behaviour, at the very least, from some-
one who regularly parrots on about
‘“consent”’.

The conclusion is stark: Major was
Jooking for a break and decided that
breaking on elections would be prefer-
able to breaking over the report of an
international commission, led by an
American.

There are two possible explana-
tions: either he is so scared of losing his
Westminster majority that he will do
anything suggested by

S

issued ahead of Bill Clinton’s visit to
Ireland, promised talks by the end of
February.

The British reaction to the report of
the Mitchell Commission was the last
straw for Republicans because it took
away any prospect of those talks. In the
end, there was not split in the IRA over
ending the cease-fire.

Ending the cease-fire was a mistake.

. The British will not be prodded into
negotiations any more than they could
be forced into making concessions by
25 years of armed struggle.

More importantly, the negotiations
will not deliver what republicans
want—British withdrawal and a united
Ireland. Because even before going

sustain it.

It cannot be reformed. No injsrnal
settlement will work. The rights§f the
Unionist minority on the island nist be
protected in any settlement: the§l have
no veto on unity.

No settlement is possible without
withdrawal of British armed force.

It’s been clear for some time, as the
British raised one obstacle after an-
other to even talking to Republicans,
that they believed they could gain
through clever political tactics what
they could not achieve through armed
force - a re-enforcement of partition
underpinned by ‘‘democratic” elec-
tions and guaranteed by Dublin.

All these too-clever-by-half tactics

achieved was a

David Trimble, or main-
taining a presence in Ire-
land is so important that
to make even the most
meagre concession
would risk splitting the

They accepted the 1985

 Major decided that breaking on elections
would be preferable to breaking over the report
of an international commission.
Sinn Fein were too spellbound by Dublin and
ruling class even more.  Waghington to recognise what was happening

growing opinion
even among non-
nationalists in Ire-
land and
elsewhere that the
British were not
honest brokers but
were part of the

Anglo-Irish Agreement,

the Downing Street Declaration and the
Framework Document but when it
came to the crunch they would not
break from the Unionists.

In the post-War decolonisations the
Labour Party, with the help of the US,
was willing to step in and do what the
Tories were incapable of doing, pulling
out.

Labour under Blair seems totally in-
capable of providing options for the
ruling class. The best he and Mo
Mowlem can manage is to try to be
more Unionist than the Tories. Another
reason why Major went for war.

The Tories have clearly been string-
ing the Republicans along; softening
them up for the negotiations everyone
expected well before the 18 long
months that have elapsed since the IRA
dumped arms.

The Communiqué from Major and
Taoiseach John Bruton in November,

into -the negotiations Sinn Fein had
- made concessions to the Unionist veto.

Republicans have got themselves
hopelessly caught up between two
strategies which have now been seen to
fail. The alternative to armed struggle
was the pan-nationalist alliance includ-
ing Clinton and Bruton as well as John
Hume of the Social Democratic and
Labour Party who was its main archi-
tect. What they are after is stabilisation,
not Irish unity and British withdrawal.

There was an alternative to bombing
London, however attractive that tactic
might have seemed to Republicans
seething with frustration over the pre-
dictable British and Unionist antics
since the cease-fire.

The Six County State was imposed
and is maintained by the British against
the wishes of the majority of the people
inIreland. Its very design was undemo-
cratic and it depends on the British to

problem.

Sinn Fein were too spellbound by
the movers and shakers in Dublin and
Washington to recognise what was
happening or to do anything to mobi-
lise and build on this. In the end, only
mass action, North and" South, will
force the British to leave.

There is a clear danger of civil war
in Ireland as a whole now. The British
will continue to support the Unionists
and Loyalist murder gangs. They
would be quite happy if this led to a
decisive defeat for Republicans. They
would be only too pleased to play
“peacekeeper’” and ‘‘honest broker’ in
whatever settlement comes out of that.

It could be the first case of ‘‘re-col-
onisation”’ the British have managed.
Those in the Republican Movement
who believe in “‘pure” armed struggle
uncomplicated by *“politics” should re-
member this.

February 11 1996
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No Pass Laws Here

Asylum Seekers Welcome Her

Simon Kennedy

LOCKING the doors on people who
are fleeing persecution is a central
part of the Tories’ Asylum and Im-
migration Bill.

It panders to the right wing myth that
Britain is choc-a-bloc with illegal
immigrants posing as asylum seek-
ers.

Michael Howard’s white list of so-
called safe countries is an attempt to
sanitise repressive and murderous re-
gimes.

Refugees from these countries are
effectively classified as bogus—sec-
ond class citizens with next to no
chance of staying.

The definition of a refugee is
changed. It is restricted to those who
can prove they are victims of the agen-
cies of the state, excluding those who
are the attacked by opposition groups
where the state is unable to provide
protection.

This is the case for example in Alge-
ria, where Islamic fundamentalists
have persecuted members of other
groups and in some cases have pro-
nounced death sentences on them.

The February 5 changes to benefit
regulations are designed to work hand-
in-hand with the new fast-track appeal
system.

Anyone losing their appeal after this
date will not receive state benefits. This
has not led yet to existing asylum seek-
ers being thrown on to the street, but it
will do soon.

Refugees entering the country must
claim asylum immediately. Given that
most refugees have had to get out
quickly and are in a state of fear it is
hardly surprising that they do not claim
asylum immediately.

Yet many people who claim asylum -

at the port of entry are immediately
thrown into detention centres.

Other draconian measures in the
bill-—denial of housing to asylum seek-
ers; checking of immigration status by
housing officials; checks by employers
on the immigration status of job appli-
cants; greater powers for internal con-
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cers—amount to the creation of pass
laws.

All black people will come under
scrutiny and be assumed to be guilty
before they can prove otherwise.

One of the effects of this increase in
state racism will be a greater number of
attacks on black people, whether this be
by far right groups or others.

Deaths of black people in custody —
such as that of Nigerian asylum seeker
Shiji Lapite who was murdered by
Stoke Newington police—are likely to
increase. :

The record of the Labour Party on
the bill has been inconsistent. Not
wanting to be seen as the party of im-
migration Blair and Straw originally

.

trol by police and immigration offi-

wanted to achieve consensus with the
Tories through an all-party committee
of enquiry.

Now they claim to oppose the bill.
Butitis difficultto get any commitment
from front-bench spokespersons that a
future Labour government will repeal
the legislation and reverse the cuts in
benefit. At the committee stage Labour
MPs abstained.

Large numbers of black people are
aware that the Tories’ attack on asylum
seekers and immigrants is'also an attack
on their right fo be here as citizens.

"We need a broad-based anti-racist
movement to fight back. It must be
more than talking shop, going further
than building one-off demonstrations.

Building the Campaign

OPPOSITION to the Asy-
lum and Immigration Bill
and the governments slash-
ing of benefits for asylum
seekers is growing.

Local campaign have been
formed in most major cities.
Public meetings have been or-
ganised and large numbers of
coaches have been hired to take
people to the national demon-
stration on February 24.

Local groups such as the one
in Peckham in South East Lon-
don are monitoring the effects
of the benefit cuts and are de-
manding that the local council
should give support if refugees
are thrown on to the street.
Like other labour authorities,
the council has so only said that

it will not evict people who lose
benefit and go into arrears.

In Islington on February 5,
the day the benefit changes
came into effect, children of
refugees and their friends pro-
tested in a vigil outside of the
“town hall.

' The following evening a pub-
lic meeting sponsored by sev-
eral local anti-racist groups took
place.

Speakers included Jeremy
Corbyn MP and shadow social
security spokesman, Chris
Smith, who stopped short of say-
ing that a future Labour govern.
ment wduld re-instate the
benefit cuts.

Mohammed Sekkoum of the
Algerian Refugee Council said

that the fate of Algerian asylum
seekers in Britain was being de-
termined by a trade deal in
which Chirac had given John Ma-
jor and British Petroleum a slice
of the cake in a contract for oil.

Jeremy Corbyn said that Brit-
ain had never been the safe ha-
ven it claimed to be.

Successive governments, in-
cluding Labour ones had failed
asylum seekers and introduced
racist immigration legislation,
added the Labour MP.

Corbyn stressed the impor-
tance of the campaign and said
that everyone should be at the
demonstration on Saturday Feb-
ruary 24,

Brian Gardner

Free Satpal Ram

CAMPAIGNERS in Birmingham are calling for the release
of Satpal Ram who is in the tenth year of his imprisonment
following a racist attack in a Bengali restaurant.

In fear of his life Satpal stabbed one of his attackers in
self defence. The Free Satpal campaign is calling for sup-
port from the labour movement, from anti-racist organisa-
tions and. for the right of black people to defend
themselves. A benefit will take place at the Red Rose Club
in Islington in London on February 29 when Banner Thea-

" tre present their latest production, “Criminal Justice”.

The campaign can be contacted at 101 Villa Road,
Handsworth, Birmingham (Tel. 0121-507-1618).

1

Challenges to Benefit
Regs Continue

OVER THE past several weeks
the government has faced sev-
eral challenges to the proposed
cuts in benefits to asylum seek-
ers.

A group of lawyers paid for adver-
tising space at Heathrow Airport in
order to alert refugees that they must
claim asylum immediately in order to "
receive benefits. The British Airports
Authiority banned the posters on the
grounds that they were political.

Despite this on the morning of Feb-
ruary Sth members of the Campaign
to close down Campsfield—a deten-
tion centre for immigrants asnd asy-
lum seekers near Oxford—handed
out leaflets at the airport bearing the
slogan, ‘‘Britain starves refugees’”.

This g'ol coverage on BBC TV
news. Bill McKeith of the campaign
said *‘The benefit cuts will mean that
asylum seekers will be starving and
turn to crime in order to survive”.

The government is facing a legal
challenge in the High Court from the
Joint Council for the Welfare of Im-
migrants. The organisation claims
hat the benefit changes are unlawful
because they preventrefugess from
fully pursuing their asylum claims.

A full hearing into this question
will take place sometime after the be-
ginning of April. The judge refused
to grant an injunction preventing the
changes from coming into effect say-
ing that he had no power to reverse . -
government legislation.

lan Wilkinson
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Socialist Labour Party in
Hemsworth by-election

Falling at

the first

hurdle

Neil Murray

THE SOCIALIST Labour
Party had everything going
for it in the Hemsworth by-
election. Yet 1,200 votes
(5.45 per cent), was hardly
worth boasting about.

A mining constituency in Ar-
thur Scargill’s heartland, a candi-
date associated with the fight
against pit-closures, the NUM
candidate debarred from selec-
tion by Labour’s NEC for the
second time in a short period,
the Harriet Harman schools is-

sue exploding j;ust before polling
and the possibility of a “protest

vote” in a rock solid Labour seat.

The stage could not have
been better set.

But the SLP vote was low, by
any standards. It compares
poorly, for example, with that of
the expelled Militant supporter

Dave Nellist in Coventry in 1992.

Blair’s Labour Party was not
the issue. Getting rid of the To-
ries was. Voting Labour was the
way to do it.

By all accounts the SLP did
not meet the outright hostility
which Labour’s spokespersons

Glory days? — NUM members from Scargill’s

talk of, but there was no enthusi-
asm for the new party.

In an interview before she
was chosen to fight the seat
Brenda Nixon spoke of there be-
ing little support for the launch
in the area “people are just hop-
ing to hang onto their job. But
that could change with a Labour

- government. Workers will start
making demands on it, and if
they don’t deliver, people will, |
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hope, start to use their voices.”

This has now been borne out.

The result confirms much of
what Socialist Outlook has said
since the SLP was first mooted.
It is totally out of tune with the
mood in the working class that
the prime task in the coming
general election is to get rid of
the Tories.

By setting up as an alterna-
tive the SLP cuts itself off from

home county of Yorkshire supporting 1992 march against cuts in local services

being able to relate to this feel-
ing.

Unfortunately, rather than
recognise these realities, it
looks as if the SLP will continue
on its misguided course, with
Scargill declaring after the re-
sult that, providing the money
is available, the SLP will stand
in all constituencies in the gen-
eral election.

What Assembly for Wales?

Dafydd Morgan

LABOUR proposals for a Welsh
Assembly have moved to the centre-
stage of Welsh politics following an
agreement among Welsh Labour
MPs that there will be no further
discussion on the powers of an As-
sembly before the next election.

This has attracted intense media at-
tention and accusations that Labour’s
current policy is an unworkable fudge.

These developments can be traced
back to last year’s Welsh Labour Party
Conference, which adopted a policy
document on an Assembly ‘‘Shaping
the Vision”. :

This proposed a body with no law
making or tax raising powers, elected
by the first-past-the-post system. No
provision was made for the equal rep-

resentation of women.

This is in stark contrast to Labour’s
proposals for a Scottish Parliament,
with legislative and taxation powers,
elected by the additional member sys-
tem and with 50 per cent of the seats
held by women.

The document led to widespread dis-
satisfaction within the Welsh Labour
Party and the formation of Welsh La-
bour Action (WLA). WLA aimed to
strengthen the powers of an Assembly
in line with those of the Scottish parlia-
ment.

At the same time, Ron Davies, MP
for Caerffili and Shadow Welsh Secre-
tary, let it be known that he favoured
electing the Assembly using PR. Al-
though never associated with the left,
Ron Davies is seen by many as an anti-
dote to the worst excesses of Blairism.

However, at no time did he conduct

an open fight within the Party, concen-
trating instead on pressure from within
the executive. The weakness of Davies’
approach is now clear. A meeting of
seven Welsh Labour MPs was con-
vened in response to his attempts
threatening an all-out fight.

Most involved were opposed in prin-
ciple to any kind of Assembly, while a
few were roped in on the basis of oppo-
sition to PR. To his discredit Llew
Smith, the only Campaign Group MP
in Wales, was involved. He has consis-
tently opposed a Welsh Assembly.

His current stance plumbed new
lows, arguing that the debate could not
be re-opened because Blair had in-
structed the last Welsh Conference to
unite behind current policy! He went
on to explain that people could not pick
and choose which parts of the policy
they liked. Ron Davies’ response has
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been to declare that there will not any
discussion of the Assembly in May’s
LP Wales conference.

It is now more important than ever
that Welsh Labour Action maintains its
stance of opposition to the current pol-
icy and pushes the debate to the floor
of Wales’ Labour Party conference. It
is also vital that we continue the task of
taking the debate into the Welsh labour
movement and building a network of

supporters.

We must also reach outward to
those in Wales outside the Labour
Party who are campaigning for an As-
sembly and to socialists in Scotland,
whose debates and experiences are
more developed.

While it is only the Labour Party
which can deliver anAssembly for
Wales, the current proposals fall far
short.

Socialist Campaign Group:
Time to get building

SOCIALIST Campaign Groups
from around the country met
on February 3 and made impor-
tant decisions about
campaigning and building the
profile of the network in the
run up to the general election.

They also welcomed Ken Living-
stone’s call to increase the coverage
of the Socialist Campaign groups in
Socialist Campaign Group News.

Last year’s AGM rejected Arthur
Scargill’s proposal for a new party.
An open letter is to be made available
to local groups to use at meetings
calied by the SLP. A debate with the
SLP on the day of the next steering
committee meeting is plar ed.

A newsletter for use by local
groups will be out soon with articles
on key issues as well as calling on
Party activists to link up with strug-
gles such as the dockers’ on Mersey-
side and the Campaign Against the
Immigration and Asylum Bill.

There are reports of disquiet

among Young Labour groups over
Labour’s education policy. These
groups are still growing and the left
is gaining influence. Production of
the youth paper is to be made more
regular. The latest issue is now out.

The meeting agreed on the need
for a left campaign around the Gen-
eral Election, calling for a Labour
vote while fighting around issues like
the minimum wage, repeal of the anti-
union laws, re-nationalisation of pub-
lic utilities, linking the left in the
Labour Party and unions with cam-
paigns and struggles going on now.

It was agreed to approach forces in
the unions, the Cainpaign Group of
MPs and others to attempt to get this
important campaign off the ground.

Pete Firmin (Officer,

Socialist Campaign Group)
e The next committee will be on
March 30 in Leeds. Contact the So-
cialist Campaign Group at 3 Blades
House, Kennington Oval, London
SE11 5TW for more infomation.
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Dockers di

Jonathan Joseph

DOCKERS in Liverpool have
been holding monthly demon-
strations since they were locked
out by the Mersey Docks and
Harbour Company.

The latest march drew 1,500 peo-
ple and the mood was even more mili-
tant than usual.

The TGWU bureaucracy has been
trying to get the dockers to accept a
deal, cobbled together with the

-bosses, to selectively re-employ a
handful of dockers and buy off the
rest. Not everyone would get this
‘“‘compensation”’.

A mass meeting of 400 voted unan-
imously to reject this “‘offer”’. This is
despite union bosses Jack Adams and
Bill Morris calling for acceptance.

Unfortunately the TGWU bureauc-
racy is continuing to push for a sell-
out settlement. They have now
balloted striking members, dividing
them up into three separate groups.

And this is supposed to be an unof-
ficial dispute!

Thankfully the dockers resolve is
rock solid. Results have yet to come
in from the sacked Torside dockers
and Nelson Freight. However, the
dockers who were sacked for refus-
ing to cross the Torside picket line

Support

Brian Gardner

VER 50 low paid and

mainly Asian

women workers
have been on strike for five
months at Hillingdon Hospi-
tal in West London. Their
employer, Pall Mall Manage-
ment, wanted to cut their
wages by 20 per cent and
sacked them when they re-
fused to agree.

A company with fingers in
many pies Pall Mall is involved in
government-backed initiatives
bringing more private finance
into the health service to run
services and build hospitals. To
prop up the dispute it is bringing
scab labour from as far away as
Newcastle.

Solidarity from USA was shown by Intemnational Longshoremen’s & Warehousemen’s union member Jack Harman on january 13.

have voted by 271 to 50 to continue
their action.

The TGWU leaders have been a
disgrace. After an initial donation the
TGWU has failed to deliver any fur-
ther money.

In contrast Italian dockworkers
have pledged the money from one
hours overtime per month, amounting
to £40,000. Maybe the Liverpool
dockers should join an Italian trade
union!

d

action of the It li k

Bayo Omoyiola, a Nigerian threatened with deportation, addresses Liverpool dockers rally

HiIIingdon Stri

Newly elected London con-
venor for UNISON, Geoff Mar-
tin, said that while the company
was going to great lengths to
smash the dispute the women
were prepared to stick it out for
as long as it takes.

He added however that the
dispute needs all the assistance
it can get and that winning it
was important in terms of the
continuing struggle against pri-
vatisation in the health service.

The strikers have made links
with women involved in the
docks dispute in Liverpool-and
some of these will be attending
a demonstration this coming
Saturday. The demonstration
starts Colham Green Hospital

at 11.30 am and will march to a

rally at the Hillingdon Civic Cen-

treat | pm.

workers reflects a growing solidarity.
Profits have been hit by an impres-
sive international boycott.

On February 17 an International
Conference of Dockworkers will be
held in Liverpool drawing in workers
from the USA, Canada, Sweden,
France and Italy.

A national conference is also
planned. This has the support of the
dockers and of the Merseyside
County Association of Trades Union
Councils

.

The latest protest demonstration
also reflected the solidarity that work-
ers feel with the struggle of the Liver-
pool dockers. Many different trade
-unionists were in attendance. Women
from the Hillingdon hospital dispute
spoke at the rally.

Workers in local job centres—now
also on strike against the Employ-
ment Service over performance re-
lated pay—have shown their
solidarity by refusing to advertise the
jobs of the sacked dockers. The com-
pany has had to recruit scabs from as
far away as Medway to keep the port
running.

It is this sort of solidarity which is
necessary if the trade union move-
ment is to be regenerated. The Liver-
pool dockers have shown the way
forward.

Activists around the country
should respond by building support
groups that can build on this fighting
spirit.

Given the nature of the Blair lead-
ership in the Labour Party, workers
will have to fight hard to achieve any-
thing.

The Liverpool Dockers have
shown the way-forward in re-arming
the workers” movement. The TGWU
leaders must be pressured into-fully
recognising-the dispute and fighting
for their members. -~ *-

kers

Lessons
fromJ)
Foods

FORTY-FIVE sacked workers from
JJ Foods have won a victory at a
industrial tribunal. It decided they
had been unfairly dismissed and that
their boss had discriminated against
them when they joined a union to
press their claim for decent pay and
service conditions.

The workers who are mainly Turk-
ish and Kurdish are still pressing for
reinstatement but if the tribunal does
not enforce this they will each receive
sums in excess of 5,000. Rumours
abound that this will lead to the com-
pany going bust. A campaign mounted
by the workers and their support group
has successfully stopped a number of
contracts with the firm.

John McCarthy of the support group
said that through united action the com-
pany had been brought to its knees. ft
is, he said, an important lesson for other
bosses who might think about sacking
workers when they join a trade union.
The success of the dispute has set in
motion a campaign with the T&G tex-
tile branch in North London to fight for
union recognition among low paid
workers.

lan Wilkinson

Fascists
out of our
Schools

TEACHERS AND parents at An-
drew Marvell School in Hull have
reacted angrily to news that one of
their parent-governors stood as the
fascist candidate in the recent
Hemsworth by-election.

Michael Cooper stood as National
Democratic Party candidate. In May
1994 he stood as the National Front
candidate for Hull City Council.

Cooper slipped onto the school gov-
erning body in an uncontested election.

An NUT member at the school says:
“The staff at Andrew Marvell School
were shocked and amazed to learn that
one of their parent-governors, Mike
Cooper, was standing for election to
Parliament in the Hemsworth by-elec-
tion. This organisation puts forward ex-
treme right-wing views which are
based on racist ideas.

“These views are directly opposed
to the ethos of the school and the
school’s policy of equal opportunities
for all. Teachers and other staff at the
school have signed a petition calling for
the removal of Cooper from the gov-
erning body.”

Local anti-fascists have launched a
campaign for Cooper’s. removal. The
Anti-Nazi League has petitioned par-
ents and houses. Cooper is trying to
brave out the storm of protest claiming
he ‘‘has done nothing wrong’’. Mem-
bers of Hull Trades Council and the
local National Union of Teachers
(NUT) will be ensuring that the parents
and teachers of East Hull are made
awaré of Cooper’s Nazi views. -~

. A Hull NUT member
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Sweeping racism out of Europe

BARRIER of barbed wire has been built be-
tween Europe and Africa along the Span-
ish/Moroccan border at a cost of aimost

£200,000. Nothing could symbolise the meaning of

the new Europe better .

The Schengen agreement is designed to close the bor-
ders around Europe to economic migrants.

The Bill now before the British parliament echoes leg-
islation which either exists or is currently being pro-
posed in France, italy, Spain and other European states.

Simon Deville

IMMIGRATION controls are a
relatively recent means through
which to encourage racism. They
became an essential part of re-de-
fining the British national identity in
the context of an imperialist power
that could no longer rule the waves.

Throughout British history large
numbers of migrant workers have
come to Britain. This has been a result of
both repression in their country of origin
and of the needs of British capital.

Up to the Second World War it was
Irish, Jews, Poles, Ukrainians and Cyp-
riots have made up the largest groups.

Of all these it was the Irish and Jew-
ish immigrants who faced the most
hostility from the “‘indigenous’ popu-
lation. Marx wrote in 1870 that “Every
industrial and commercial centre in
England now possesses a working
class divided inte two hostile camps,
English proletarians and Irish prole-

‘tarians. The ordinary English worker
hates the Irish worker as a competitor
who lowers his standard of life.”

There has been a small minority of
black people in Britain for centuries,
and a long history of racism against
them.

-

At the end of the second world war
there was a shortage of labour power.
The British government positively en-
couraged people to come here.

In 1948 The British Nationality Act
guaranteed the right of all Common-
wealth citizens to live and settle in Brit-
ain.

From the war until the mid 1960s
there were relatively high levels of im-
migration, particularly from the Carib-
bean and the Indian sub-continent.

The lack of housing stock, particu-
larly in the inner-cities, created a per-

ceived competition between black and

white workers.

Racism, and black resistance to ra-
cism, built up throughout this period.
In'1958 there were major disturbances
in Notting Hill and Nottingham.

A fight between some black and
white people in Notting Hill was fol-
lowed by a large angry mob of white
people attacking any West Indians in
sight.

This was portrayed as being a “‘race
relations” problem rather than one of
racism, and was used to generate a new
political consensus between the main
political parties based around limiting
immigration and introducing race rela-
tions legislation.

Thus racism was to be dealt with

The Tories are always ready to play the race card if
they think it will help their electoral fortunes. They hope
the Asylum and Immigration Bill will win' them votes. -

But the moves in Britain must be seen, as part of
greater European integration. :

Schengen highlights the growing economic dlfferences
between North and South—a situation in which West-
ern European governments deal in arms and other com-
modities, propping up murderous and torturing regimes
in the process.

Co-operation between European bourgeoises to stop

economic migration, and to classify the vast number of
asylum seekers as bogus, is now at an unprecedented
and sophisticated level.

-This Centre Stage looks at the history of state racism
in Britain expressed in the Immigration and Asylum Bill,
the battle for immigrant rights in Germany and the
struggle against the new legislation in Italy, arguing that,
we need an international socialist opposition to the capi-
talist European project—one that defends the right of

free movement across all international borders.

through a combination of restricting
the rights of victims of racism and
through state censorship. Both strate-
gies ultimately promoted further ra-

. cism,

The 1962 Commonwealth Immigra-
tion Act restricted immigration from
the commonwealth to those who al-
ready had jobs waiting for them, or who
had essential skills.

Having just been elected in 1964 the
Labour government brought in new
laws setting limits on the numbers of
immigrants.

In 1968 Enoch Powell delivered his
infamous ‘‘rivers of blood” speech.

In the context of a growing militant

Anti-fascist fighter Charlie Goodman arrested in East London Cable Street battle, 1936

civil rights movement in the USA,

- Powells speech was able to tap in to

popular fears and to legitimise popular
racism.British culture under threat
from ‘‘alien” cultures was the theme.

Though the Conservatives formally
distanced themselves from Powell,
they recognised the potential of racism
to win them votes.

In 1971 The Immigration Act effec-
tively reduced the status of non-white
immigrants to that of “‘alien”, unless
they could prove that either they or
their parents were born in Britain.

Thatcher consciously spoke about
“floods of immigrants" coming into
the country, even though this was

- clearly not true.

In 1988 the Tories introduced the
further legislation that abolished the
right of family reunion and made over-
staying on a visa a criminal offence.

The Schengen Agreement signed in
1985 paved the way for the develop-
ment of a common set of racist laws
throughout Europe. This is one piece of
Schengen the British government is
keen on. )

The 1993 Asylum and Immigration
Actrepresented amove towards a com-
mon policy with the aim of restricting
the right of entry of asylum seekers and
the creation of detention centres to lock
up asylum seekers.

Vibeke Bach Madson of
the Danish socialist
paper Socialistisk
Information reviews our
recent book ‘Ending the
Nightmare’

THE BRITISH paper Socialist Out-
look has published a small book on
racism and fascism. It gives.an ex-
cellent introduction and back-
ground infomation, both on what
racism and fascism represent, and
to the political reasons why racism
and fascism raise their ugly heads.
It also makes some suggestions on
how to fight back.

It contains eleven chapters in three
main parts; a historical section, which
looks at the nature of fascism and its
development in ltaly, Germany and
Spain along with a chapter on fascism
and homosexuality.

There is another section on fascism
in Bosnia-Hercegovina, Britain and
France. The final part is concerned

with racism in Britain today.

For those of us who do not know
a lot about the history it is a very good
description of the most important
events, going back to the start of fas-
cism in 1919-39.

There is no doubt that the question
of racism and extreme right-wing
movements is centrally placed in politi-
cal developments in Europe.

The economic crises which started
in the 1970s and mass unemployment
have created an instability in European
politics which creates room for the
far-right. It is therefore necessary for

" the left to discuss what the far-right

represents, whether there are real fas-
cist movements and to put them into
a historical context

It was a grave mistake that the left
in ltaly, Germany and Spain did not
stand together and fight fascism at the
time of its early growth.

In Germany the Commiunists—un-
der direction fror Swlir—went as 2r
as saying that the social democrats and
the fascjsts were one and the same
thing. It is of course quite the opposite:
we have to unite with the social demo-
crats to fight the fascists, before we can

win over the social democrats.
Another important element in the
fight against fascism is the struggle
against racism—a central part of our
society and the state apparatus,
whether it is racist asylum laws which
keep refugees out, or the oppression
of minorities. Here, the fight against
the criminalisation of asylum seekers
and for their demor -atic rights are

important issues.

Fascism and racism have to be
fought against—but racism cannot fi-
nally be eliminated without replacing
capitalism with socialism.

| think the book has its strength as
an introduction to certain issues/coun-
tries.

if | had to highlight a weakness it
would be thatl the different contribu-

Ending the Nightmare

Socialists against racism and fascism

hy are racism and fascism on the rise in Europe?
What lessons are these from the anti-fascism strug-

gles of the 1920s and 1930s?
This compelling collection of marxist essays — including Ernest
Mandel’s ‘Learn the Lessons of Germany’ — explains the roots of
| European racism and fascism, and the strategy needed to defeat them
This 128-page book is available POST FREE to readers in Britain

and Ireland only from Socialist Outiook.

Send your cheque or postal order for £4.95 made payable to ‘Social
ist Outlook Fund’, to PO Box 1109, London, N4 2UU. Overseas: add

£1.65 postage.

tions overlap with one another and do
not always go into sufficient detail.

The purpose of the book is of
course political, to explore the prob-
lem of racism and fascism from the
perspective of how to fight and elimi-
nate it. People in Europe have an alter-
bative— mobilisation of the working
class, mass organisations and collective
action.
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George Thompson

HE BANNING of the

Komala Kurdistan as-

sociation and the clos-
ing down of the Kurdish
Parents Association cultural
centre in Munich are the lat-
est acts by the Government
against the Kurdish commu-
nity.

Already most Kurdish groups
in Germany have been out-
lawed, for alleged sympathy
with the PKK (a communist or-
ganisation fighting the Turkish

' regime), thousands of Kurds are
facing prosecution for “carrying
on with banned associations”
and political exiles are being de-
ported to face the brutal
Ankara regime.

The Executive of Komala
Kurdistan were mostly Ger-
mans, but it was declared a for-
eign association by a Court and
banned.

The authorities claimed it
was damaging German interests
and the friendly relations estab-
lished between the peoples of
Germany and Turkey.

Turkey is Germany’s main
ally in the Middle East. The Kohl
government gave its leaders
£3.5 billion pounds last year.

In return, German arms com-
panies, seven hundred of which
are based on Turkish soil, have
earned massive profits by sup-
plying weapons to a Turkish
army slaughtering Kurds.

in the international arena
Germany has turned a blind eye
to Turkey’s human rights re-
cord and supported its success-
ful bid to get a Customs Union
with the European Union. In do-
mestic affairs it has unleashed a
wave of repression against an
“enemy within”.

The Parents Association
taught Kurdish children the
Kurdish language, banned in
Turkey and not offered in Ger-
many, despite there being a
Kurd population of half a mil-
lion. The police said the Cul-
tural Centre’s activities were

To all the anti-racist
campaigns and
immigrant
associations in
Europe

Dear friends,

PURRED on by a chau-

vinist campaign lead by

the National Alliance
and Northern League the
Italian parliament has voted
for a new decree. If trans-
formed into law it will mean
terrible restrictions on the
rights and status of immi-

grants in Italy.

Thousands of immigrants and
Italians have demonstrated in
cities across the country, and
subscribed to our call “Don’t

“Party — Struggle — Victory” declare the banners of the MLKPR

directed by the Bavarian leader-
ship of the PKK.

In the smear campaign, the
liberal paper, the Suddeutschen
Zeitung described it as a “molo-
tov cocktail filling station”.

On November 30, the news
of the closure of the Centre was
broken to its Committee mem-
bers by armed police who
smashed down their doors in
the middle of the night.

In Bayern 16 associations

" have been banned and the Kurd-

ish people have been robbed al-
most completely of their
democratic, political and cul-
tural rights.

The response of the Kurdish
community to the latest out-

wipe out our rights”. Groups of
immigrants have gone on hun-
ger strike in Rome.

The decree of November 18
pays lip service to many of the
principles which we have fought
for, such as the provision of
health care and the legalisation
of work. But nowhere are there
any practical proposals.

. On the other hand, those bits
of law that are being immedi-
ately implemented are racist
and dlscrlmmatory These in-
clude

e deportations without appeal -

on the mere suspicion of an of-
fence or of anti-social behaviour

® not carrying an identity
card is now a crime

¢ immigrants awaiting appeal
are to be put th detention cen-
tres

® entry for work is blocked

rage, was to occupy the Cul-
tural Centre. The State ordered
in special commandos, and a
policespokesperson said the situ-
ation would be dealt with in the
“usual Bavarian way”.

The radio lied that the Kurds
were going to throw their chil-
dren out of windows, because a
Kurd was seen at a window with
a child (it was a Parents Associa-
tion!).

Demonstrators outside the.
Centre pleaded with the troops
not to use arms or storm the
building. German and Turklsh
fascists descended on the scene

“to fight supporters of the occu-

pation.
It was ended by negotiatlon,

other than for seasonal work

Last year there were 60,000
deportations. Up to 40,000 peo-
ple are turned back on the Ital-
ian border every year. Most of
them are refugees from places
such as ex-Yugoslavia and Kurd-
istan.

The government justifies its
law by pointing to other Euro-
pean country’s restrictjons.

We ask you to join with us in
showing that there is another
Europe, one that condemns the
violation of human and civil
rights. Show support by cam-
paigning against Italian embas-
sies and consulates.

Senza Confine co-ordinates
over 150 campaigns throughout
Italy, we want to show that our
campaign is part of a movement
throughout Europe.

but the promises given to the
Kurdish occupiers before they
left were almost immediately
broken—most are now impris-
oned.

The local mayor agreed to al-
low the Kurds a cultural centre
without politics. However a ma-
jor part of Kurdish culture is
their tradition of resistance
against repression. Their New
Year celebration Newroz is a
festival of resistance.

The Kurds are not giving up
their politics to satisfy-Kohl.
Last June they organised in sup-
port of Kurdish freedom, the
largest demonstation in Ger-
many for decades. 200,000 peo-
ple marched, ‘but few from the

main parties of the German left.

The RSB/ Vierte Internation-
ale, (Revolutionary Jocialist
League-Fourth International)
has been very active in support
of the Kurds fight against perse-
cution in Turkey and Germany.
Comrades have gone to court
for giving out leaflets in support
of their struggle. In Bavaria,
they have helped form a Solidar-
ity Commiittee.

Real German friendship with
the Kurds is being attacked by
the State. A stronger German
State must be resisted, and de-
fence of the Kurds’ human
rights in the country is essential
in this struggle.
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International Viewpoint is the
hard-hitting news magazine
ublished monthly by the
Fourth International.

I I~ternational Viewpoint brings
you first-hand news, reports

I and analysis of struggles
from across the world.
Annual subscriptions in Brit-
ain and Ireland cost £22.
Send to Outlook Interna-
tional, PO Box 1109, Lon-
don, N4 2UU. Make
cheques & POs payable to
Outlook International.
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