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Rally on March 23
Starts Myrtle Pararde, Liverpool.

Speakers include: Arthur
Scargill, MPs, FBU and dockers

Organised by dockers strike
committee

the dockers

THE Liverpool docks dispute
started in September 1995 after
the Torside shipping company
attempted to casualise its
workforce through flexible
working, short-term contracts and
no trade union rights. Eighty
Torside workers went on strike.

The Mersey Docks and Harbour
Company then sacked 350 dockers who
refused to cross the Torside picket.
Workers at Nelson Freight were sent
down the road for the same reason.

Much of the port’s trade has been
stopped.

However the government is the largest
share-holder in the company. It is certainly
involved in the dispute.

The strike is still unofficial because the
dockers did not have a ballot for strike
action, although they recently held ballots
which overwhelmingly rejected a pay-off
deal in favour of continuing the struggle.

The strike is solid.

They will stay on strike until every
worker is reinstated with full trade union
recognition and the casualisation of the
workforce is ended.

It is imperative that the TGWU
leadership officially recognises this dispute.
All TGWU members should pressure the
leadership.

Union activists should get involved in the
many dockers support groups that have
been set up, or tour striking dockers round
workplaces and branches. This is the best -

ish workers n Liverpool dockers on 2) Febary der:wo

way to regenerate the trade union
movement.

The Liverpool dockers themselves have a
long history of solidarity. In 1971 they
supported the Pilkington Glass dispute.

In 1981 they supported the British Steel
workers. They refused to load any coal
during the 1984-85 Miners Strike. They
have also refused to handle goods bound
for South Africa, or to load any nuclear
waste.

from Australia where a similar Dock
Labour Scheme is under threat.

The Liverpool dockers organised an
international conference to discuss an
international solidarity organisation.-

This is the way forward for the workers.

The dockers have struck a blow for
collective organisation and solidarity. The
battle against casualisation must be won.

In 1989 Liverpool was the last port to
return to work following the Government’s
abolition of the Dock Labour Scheme. The
removal of the scheme has paved the way
for the process of casualisation.

Once again Liverpool is fighting on.

Dockers around the world have been
able to give support through boycotts,
go-slows and strikes.

They can see what will happen to them
unless they fight. Much support has come

More on page 2
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NE OF the most im-
portant aspects of
the Liverpool docks

strike has been the forma-
tion of Women of the Wa-
terfront.

After the dockers’ defeat in
1989 conditions got worse. The
problems caused by new con-
tracts affected the women as
much as the men.

These women have had
enough of the constant stress
caused to evryone in the com-

- munity by new working condi-

tions.

Many women had had
enough. They got involved in
the dispute, whether the men
wanted it or not.

There was no way that they
would accept the £25,000 pay-
off. Instead the women set up
their own picket line.

Leadin

THE LIVERPOOL docks
dispute has been going on for
six months. It is one of the key
industrial disputes of the
moment. The dockers have
shown remarkable resiliance
and determination.

GLENN VORIS speaks to
three leading shop stewards
from the dispute, JIMMY
NOLAN (Chair of the Mersey
Docks Shop Stewards), TONY
NELSON (Shop Steward in
charge of picketing), and
TERRY TEAGUE (Shop
Steward in charge of
international relations).

GV: The dockers have been
in dispute for a long time.
What is the strength of feel-
ing?

JN: The general feeling is that we
won’t go back to work until every
worker is reinstated with full trade
union recognition and the proposed
introduction of casual labour is
scrapped. In a recent ballot result, 85

\

per cent of the sacked workforce re-
jected a pay off deal.

TN: We have pickets at different
times of the day for one and a half to
two hours. This has so far caught the
police on the hop and completely
stops the port. Around 150 of us
picket every day and the spirits are
very high.

IN: Every shop steward (12 in total)
and a further 40 dockers regularly
speak to meetings up and down the
country. So far we’ve spoken to
2,100 meetings.

GV: What level of support
have you received from the
TGWU leadership?

JN: Because of the Tory anti-trade
union laws the TGWU haven’t sup-
ported us officially. They seem too
worried about the union funds being
sequestrated. They have organised a
hardship fund which has helped but it
isn’t regular. Our demands on the
leadership have been for them to cam-
paign up and down the country with
John Monks to vigorously resist all -
the anti-union laws. But this seems to
fall on deaf ears. The TGWU leader-
ship urged us to have a ballot to see
what the strikers thought of the man-
agement’s offer. We had the ballot to

Kenny Ball

Name

Welfare State Network Conference
Action, Solidarity and Rights!
23 March

Mechanics Institute, 103 Princess Street, Manchester
Speakers include: Jeremy Corbyn MP, Audrey Wise MP, Neil Gerrard MP,
Ken Coates MEP, Doreen Cameron, John Sheldon, John Lister, Dave Anderson,

Workshops on housing, education, JSA, youth rughts and benefits;, public
sector, health, disabilities and Europe.
- To register please send cheque/postal order payable to “Welfare State
Network” for £5 waged £2 unwaged

Address

Organisation

Return coupon to: WSN conference, c/o S3uthwark Trade Union Support
Unit, 42 Braganza Street, London, SE17. Phone 0171 639 5068

Women of the Waterfront picketing the freeport entrance at Seaforth, Liverpool — with an unexpected cardboard guest

DOCKERS

show the TGWU leadership and man-

" agement that our support is solid. We

were proved right!

GV: The biggest obstacle for
the dockers has been the
Tory anti-trade union laws.
How do you think the trade
unions can defeat the laws?
JN: They were introduced to strangle
the unions and stop workers taking
solidarity action. If Tony Blair gets
elected I cannot see him scrapping
them. The only way they can be de-
feated is by the working class itself
smashing them. Workers will oppose
the strength of the bosses when there
is no other way out. Workers must

. combat the laws through building a

mass grass roots movement based on
a national shop stewards organisation
whilst trying to force the trade union

leadership to break them.

GV: Internationally the Liver-
pool dockers have gained tre-
mendous support. What has

happened?
TT: We first of all visited the dockers
in Bilbao, Spain as many of the con-

Women of the Waterfront

/
* .

tainers from Liverpool go there. They
agreed to send regular donations and
organise go-slows at the port when
unloading containers from Liverpool.

Our next visit was to Stockholm. -
The union leadership organised vari-
ous well attended meetings with the
rank and file. They agreed to send
regular donations and not to handle
any Liverpool containers. We came
away with very high spirits.

Two delegates visited Montreal
and a further two went to Sydney.
They again received tremendous sup-
port. In both countries the dockers un-
jons agreed to send regular financial
support and organise overtime bans,
go-slows and 24 hour strikes when
any Liverpool ship comes or goes. Al-
ready this has caused major prob-
lems.

The Longshoremans Union of
America picked up our dispute on the
internet and sent messages of support
and $5,000 donation before we even
visited them. Four of us went to New
York. The union agreed to block any
ship loading or unloading in all the
major ports in the USA both on the
Atlantic and Pacific side.

This forced the Atlantic Contain-
ers, the largest company using Liver-
pool docks, to engage in discussions
with us and forced the Mersey Dock
and Harbour Company to the negoti-
ating table for the first time resulting
in the ballot. We shall be going back
to New York to make sure Atlantic
Containers honour their words and
not use the port.

Delegates have also been to Italy,
Greece, Israel, France and New Zea-
land. The dockers in all these coun-
tries have sent regular donations and
organised go-slows and overtime
bans. We look back at the beginning
of the dispute and realise that we
should have concentrated on gaining
international support first.

Because of this support we de-
cided to hold an International Dock-
ers Conference in Liverpool. The
majority of these countries have simi-
lar problems to us, fighting casualisa-
tion and privatisation. We are

i
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g docks stewards speak out

building up an international dock-
workers solidarity group.

GV: What kind of support
and solidarity have you re-
ceived nationally?
JN: We’ve received financial and
moral support but not action due to
the anti-trade union laws and eco-
nomic fears. We are going to
organise a national conference to
bring together all the dockers support
groups, trade unions, community or-
ganisations, the unemployed etc.

We are jointly organising with the
Merseyside County Association of
Trade Union Councils. The bureau-

- crats won’t like it but workers need

to come together to start building a
real grass roots movement. Employ-
ers can hire and fire at will, shut fac-
tories, intimidate workers—this must

. be stopped!

Isle of
strife

300 members of the RMT union
have voted overwhelmingly for
strike action against the Wightlink
ferry company which operates out,
of Portsmouth and Lymington.

Wightlink run 75 per cent of ferry
services to the island and would be
seriously hit by such action. Post office
workers and other lorry drivers who
use the service have threatened to boy-
cott Wightlink. TSSA staff are also bal-
loting for action.

This comes after moves to bnng in
personal contracts and de-recognise
collective arrangements. Casualisation
is taking place with holidays and lunch
breaks cut and pensions threatened.
Wightlink already pays considerably
less than other companies. New staff-
ing proposals have also raised serious
concerns over safety.

Jonathan Joseph
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Blair at

the sharp

end of capitalism

BLAIR HAS offered the

labour movement a short
course in the pre-emptive
sell out. -

In his short tenure Blair has deliv-
ered blow after blow against the po-
litical body of traditional labourism.
In the last month alone the party
leadership has made further moves
_to break the union link and has begun
to tout its solution for youth unem-
ployment: workfare in all but name.

To cap it all, Blunkett attacks com-
prehensive education for failing the
young, capitulating completely to the
Tory agenda.

What does Labour now offer youth?
Forced labour and bigger prisons.

What does Labour offer trades un-
ionists? Subordination to management
in the “‘competitive global economy”’.
Not much use if you are a Liverpool
docker.

EDITORIAL

And to those who have defended the

Trying to resuscitate the political
body is pointless.

Four things are necessary.

The first is to create a left alternative

comprehensive education system? Ag- t0 Blairism in the run up to the election.

lecture about failure.

Blair knows that to implement Euro-
pean austerity he must eradicate some
of the most favoured nostrums of la-
bourism. ‘

This is not because labourism ever
sought to radically transform the
world—it never had any socialist con-
tent—but because the basic demands of
labourism can no longer be met by the
British economy.

Modermn capitalism is destroying its
basis-—the promises of free welfare,
free education and full employment.

The 1945 settlement has melted
away.

What should Labour Party socialists
- many of whom support the Socialist
Campaign Group - do in response to its
crisis?

This is the purpose of the Socialist
Campaign for a Labour Victory initia-
tive.

To be successful the SCLV must
reach out to new forces that exist be-
yond the already organised layers of the
left. It must also draw in those who are
to the right of the Socialist Campaign
Group supporters network in the trades
unions and the constituency parties.

For such a campaign to have purpose
it must avoid the recitation of the litany
of labourism and look at socialist an-
swers to Britain in crisis—it can begin
this by focussing on half a dozen key
issues central to the interests of the
working class.

Second, The Socialist Campaign
Group must both nationally and locally
turn outwards to those who are at the

sharp end of capitalism. It is pointless
drawing up a socialist platform if it is
not imbued with the experiences of
those in struggle. -

It is out of such struggles that sub-
stance of an alternative can be devel-
oped.

Third the SCG must organise the
broadest possible alliance in defence of
the material gains most associated with
labourism, including the welfare state,
free education and the union link.

A working, if partial, alliance with
Tribune newspaper is also on the
cards—the paper that supports the
minimum wage and full employment.
The purpose of such alliances should be
both to further the interest of the work-
ing class and to recompose the left in
the Labour Party and trade unions
around class struggle politics.

Lastly, the Socialist Campaign
Group must build on its recent success-
ful growth by developing its campaign-
ing initiatives, strengthening the links

Tribune’s Mark Seddon

between the national committee and
the local groups and forging a national
profile for itself.

It also needs to harden up its organ-
isation—an expanded network bulletin
drawing on the campaigning activities
of local groups would be a start. The

‘offer of Socialist Group News to give

more space to SCG network activities
must be welcomed and built upon.

It is important that socialists in the
Labour Party and trades unions com- -
bine their support for those in struggle

“with the creation of an organised left.

Put anti-racists on firm foundations

Simon Deville

THIS IS A crucial period for
the anti-racist movement. Black
communities face increased po-
lice harassment, the Asylum

and Immigration Bill will inten- .

sify state racism, and the
government is cutting Social Se-
curity benefit to asylum seekers.

As a general election looms ever
nearer, the Tories are more tempted
to play the race card, and it seems
likely that fascist organisations may
well stand in a number of seats.

The widescale opposition to the
Asylum and Immigration Bill must
be built upon both to defeat the bill
and to continue the struggle against
all forms of racism. Anti- racists must
mobilise for the ARA demo on
March 23 and the Campaign Against
the Asylum and Immigration Bill
demo on April 20.

These can help to develop a move-
ment that can either force a complete
retreat by the Tories, or a complete re-
peal of these racist laws by the next
Labour government.

Such an important victory for anti-
racists could lay the basis for a move-
ment that challenges all forms of
racism.

The National Assembly Against
Racism (NAAR) has affiliations from
a wide range of anti-racist and labour
movement organisations, and has
been central to a number of national
mobilisations. It could play a key role
in uniting the movement.

. It held its second ‘‘conference” in
Bethnal Green on Saturday March 9
attended by around 200 people-—mak-
ing it a somewhat smaller affair than
last year.

The long list of speakers adver-
tised in the literature may have con-
vinced many others not to waste their
time in an event that allowed no deci-

sion making process and very little
discussion.

While it is extremely important
that MPs, trade union leaders and
various leaders of refugee groups are
prepared to support anti-racist initia-
tives, it is insufficient if not com-
bined with a struggle to build unity in
action.

The vast majority of those who at-
tended were already involved in one
or other campaign or organisation.

They were there because they had al-
ready been convinced of the need to
fight racism.

Sitting listening to hours of speak-
ers from the platform added little to
our understanding.

More positively, there were work-
shops in which activists were able to
exchange ideas and experiences, and
which many may have found useful.

These were immediately followed

by another list of speakers from the
platform, with no opportunity of the
discussions in the workshops feeding
back into the plenary.

The divisions within the anti-racist
movement have left many disillu-
sioned and have convinced many ac-
tivists that there is no possibility of
building a united, authoritative move-
ment that can take on state racism
and win.

The vast majority of anti-racists be-

long to no organisation, and gener-
ally confine themselves to local
work. Crucial though this is, it has its
limitations when the greatest perpe-
trator of racism is the national state.

The National Assembly could
have a lot to contribute in overcom-
ing this weakness. But an effective
national anti-racist movement must
be built on the solid foundations of
mass action.

Mark Jasen

IT HAS BEEN a year since Raghbir

Singh was put in prison. Raghbir is .

a member of the NUJ and editor of
the Sikh Punjabi newspaper Awaze
Qaum. He faces the threat of depor-
tation.

Raghbir is not an “illegal immi-
grant”, until his imprisonment he lived
in the Midlands with his wife and two
children, all of whom are british citi-
zens. Nor has he committed any crime.
After a year in jail Raghbir still has not
been charged with anything. Yet the
Home Secretary intends to deport him
as a “‘threat to national security”’. The
Home Secretary has not only refused
him the right to request bail or the right
to appeal, he has even been allowed to
know the specific ‘‘charges against
him.

Awaze Qaum has been critical of the
Indian government and has expressed
strong views on the political situation
in India. Mgny MPs agd human rights
activists fear this is an attempt to silence
him through deportation. Amnesty In-
ternational are considering taking up

Vl outside Winson Gn Pn'on qurmgham

his case as their first ever case of a
““prisoner of conscience” in Britain.
The National Union of Journalists
has called a demonstration an rally on
Saturday March 30, assembling

11.30am at Black Patch Recreation
Ground, Foundry Laneé, Smethwick,
West Midlands. The march will go past
Winson Green prison, where Raghbir is
locked up, before the rally.

¢ The Raghbir Singh Defence Cam-
paign can be contacted at 723
Pershore Road, Birmingham, B29
INY, tel 0121 486 1809, fax 0121
643 4424.
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Terry Conway

TWENTY years ago it was quite
common for activists to get the mes-
sage of their campaign across to a
wider audience through exciting po-

litical theatre.
When well made it can also act as a

A copper being DNA tested by a colleague and an undercover political activist posing as Inspector CJ Adams.

battery recharger for those involved.

So it is refreshing to see Birming-
ham’s Banner Theatre’s latest offering
Criminal Justice performing both these
tasks.

The new play by Stuart Brown and
Dave Rogers reminds us of the perni-
cious nature of the Criminal Justice Bill
by telling the stories of people whose

rights and lives have been destroyed by
it.

The almost accidental infiitration of
the highest echelons of the police force
by an anti-CJA campaigner gives the
script both a humorous and sinister
twist. )

A highlight of the performance was
the section dealing with the Prevention

Photo: john Lister

of Terrorism Act and particularly the
haunting song, powerfully delivered
by Paula Boulton, about the experi-
ences of Annette McNulty in police
custody.

Most thought provoking the parts
dealing with the attacks on the gypsy
community. The act demands that trav-
elling people give up their centuries old

way of life and integrate into settled
‘communities’— described here as
ethnic cleansing.

The campaign against the M11, of
the Exodus Rave Collective in Luton,
of Disability rights campaigners fight-
ing for accessible public transport, of
women peace campaigners were all
brought to life by slides and tapes of the
actual events in the voices of those
involved.

This performance was a benefit for
Satpal Ram, imprisoned in 1986 on a
murder charge after defending himself
against a vicious racist attack. Satpal
was placed in segregation in Long
Lartin prison for refusing to comply
with procedures that amount to strip
searching.

This was conveyed to the audience
by leading activists from the Free Sat-
pal Campaign—further reinforcing the
vital need for solidarity on many fronts.

Banner Theatre

BANNER THEATRE can be
contacted at The Friends In-
stitute, 220 Moseley Rd,
Highgate, Birmingham Bl2
ODG or on 0121 440 0460.

Music tapes of the show are
also available.

Criminal Justice is now book-
ing at the reduced price of £300.

Free Satpal Ram

FREE SATPAL Ram Cam-
paign can be contacted c/o
101 Villa Rd, Handsworth,
Birmigham.

Information about Satpal’s
current situation can be ob-
tained from the campaign or
from Socialist Outlook.

1

Labour councillors
dance to Tory tune

Libelled Liz
fights on

ISLINGTON Labour councillor Liz
Davies is continuing with her libel
action against two other Islington
councillors and one former council-
lor. She believes that defamatory re-
marks made publically by the trio
were instrumental in Labour’s NEC
removing her as parliamentary can-
didate for Leeds North East.

All three claimed that she had been
involved in physically disrupting an
education committee meeting which
took place in November 1994. A num-
ber of newspapers reported that she was
accused of ““inciting violence”.

She did not decide to-go to court until
after two letters had been sent to each
of the councillors asking them to set the
record straight. She feels that she has to
do this not only to clear her name but
also to protect her professional reputa-
tion. as a lawyer.

Liz and hér supporters say that it
appears that the three councillors are
receiving support from ‘“people with
extensive financial resources’. She

herself has no such resources and a .

defence fund has been established.

Contributions can be made to: Liz
Davies Libel Fund, P O Box CR54,
Leeds, LS7 3XW.

AS LOCAL authorities set their
budgets for what could be the last time
before the general election Labour
councillors are again dancing to the
Tory’s tune and slashing jobs and serv-
ices. .

Council workers in Liverpool are
being told either to take a five per cent
cut in pay or face 863 compulsory re-
dundancies.

In Birmingham, education and so-
cial services will be badly hit and 727
jobs may have to go as the result of the
council forging ahead with a £50 mil-
lion cuts package. Union leaders in
both cities have threatened to ballot on
strike action if job cuts are forced

_ through. ,

Cuts are also being made in most
London Boroughs. On Wednesday of
last week UNISON members in Hack-
ney walked out over a £15 million cuts
package and the threat of compulsory
redundancies. Many schools were
closed whén teachers refused to cross
picket lines.

In neighbouring Islington the Coun-

cil is rejecting claims that its decision
not to set the highest council tax in the
country is anything to do with the fact
that Tony Blair lives there.

A £4 million cuts package in educa-
tion ‘could mean one teacher being
sacked in every school.

Labour councillors in all of these

authorities say that they cannot operate, -

outside of government caps on spend-
ing and raising of revenue. At the same
time many service users and trade un-
jonists are sick to the back teeth of
Labour councils making cuts, year-in
and year-out.

Doug Thorpe, secretary of Islington
UNISON A Branch said that if neces-
sary, ¢ uncils should refuse to set legal
budgets and make it clear to both the
Tories and Tony Blair that any more
cuts were unacceptable.

In Scotland where there are o Tory
councils, public outrage, mainly over
education cuts, has forced Scottish Sec-
retary, Michael Forsyth to find another
£96 million. Just over two weeks ago
40,000 parents, pupils and teachers

marched through Edinburgh to protest
against the cuts.

Other protests are continuing and in
some cases schools are being occupied.

From Birmingham, Bob
Whitehead adds: .

ALTHOUGH the council claim that
the main schools budget is being pro-
tected, central education spending is
being cut by 15 per cent and this has led
to the loss of thirty specialist teaching
posts.

Social services face drastic cuts and
the council wants to crack down on sick

. pay.

The Birmingham Community Con-
ference and UNISON have been organ-
ising opposition. Strong links have
been built with left councillors—five
voted against the budget. Another two
Labour councillors abstained.

A spokesperson for the Community
Conference said that although there
was a long way to go they were deter-
mined to give a voice to all those at-
tempting to fight back.

Lambeth
Labour
councillors----the

keenest cutters

LAMBETH Council’s new
get-tough chief executive,
Heather Rabbatts—salary,

£1 15,000 a year—has told

her workforce that she has

to get rid of 1,200 of them be-
fore March.

In addition to the usual redun-
dancy terms, staff are being of-
fered sweeteners.

The hung council is also axe-
ing its five remaining homes for
the elderly and is closing
Clapham Rehabilitation Day
Centre for adults with physical
disabilities. Users there re-
sponded by chaining their wheel-
chairs across Clapham Road and
causing a massive tailback to the
Elephant and Castle.

Union members have been
threatened with disciplinary ac-
tion If they organise joint pro-
tests with users. They say that
when it comes to making the
cuts, the Labour councillors are
the keenest.
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Stage set for
al battle

post

AN ATTEMPT by Royal Mail
management to force
through a wholesale change
in working practices has
been rejected by the CWU
Postal Executive.

The proposed “employee
agenda” seeks to introduce
teamwork, abolish allowances in
favour of a “simplified” single
payment which would cut shift
earnings, establish a productiv-
ity bonus and introduce per-
sonal development assessments.

In delivery offices the team
leaders will be the managers.

. In an unprecedented cam-
paign of opposition, activists
from 40 CWU postal branches
attended an open conference to
discuss the employee agenda in
the week running up to the ex-
ecutive meeting.

This was much to the annoy-
ance of Alan Johnson the Gen-

eral Secretary. He had urged
CWU members not to attend
the meeting, then issued threats
against executive council mem-
bers involved in the conference.

It is no wonder that Johnson
is upset. The CWU has now
thrown down the gauntlet to
Royal Mail management, reject-
ing their agenda and pushing for-
ward with the union’s claim for
a shorter working week.

The union leadership has
been trying to avoid such a con-
frontation in the run up to the
General Election.

As a report prepared for the
activists conference showed,
postal workers are already
owed a shorter working week of
over four hours as a result of
the introduction of new technol-
ogy. B

Pressure must be maintained
to push forward the union’s
claim of a phased introduction

of a 35 hour working week.

The opposition to the em-
ployee agenda represents a real
breakthrough for left organisa-
tion in the CWU.

Yet despite the high degree
of militancy the left is organisa-
tionally weak. This has enabled
Alan Johnson has to duck a na-
tional confrontation with Royal
Mail despite the huge attack on
jobs in all parts of the country.

It is quite likely that Royal
Mail will now try and provoke a
national dispute.

The last year has seen a grow-
ing use of confrontational tac-
tics by management on the
issue of job cuts.

The employee agenda was
seen as a way of tying the work-
force to increased productivity
and undermining the union’s
strength through teamworking.

A national confrontation with
the union will be the only way

Blair: a Labour government will try to introduce “partnership” into Royal Mail

management can push forward
their job cutting agenda.

A national dispute will force
the issue of privatisation back
into the centre of political de-
bate.

It will also place Tony Blair in
a dilemma. How will a Labour
government introduce “partner-
ship” into Royal Mail when it has
provoked a national fightback?

The employee agenda is in
many ways a blueprint for a pub-
licly owned company under La-
bour’s new Clause Four.

The CWU postal branches
now have to prepare for the bat-
tle ahead, organising among the
membership to explain why the
Employee Agenda was rejected.

All attempts to introduce
teamworking must be resisted.

The open conference needs

“to reconvene to co-ordinate its
activity. This will then open a
new agenda set by the work-
force of job security and a
shorter working week.

Alan McBowes

—
Hot Easter in Cardiff Schools vicious
voucher venture
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McAvoy’s letter

Roy Leach NUT national
executive personal capacity

DAVID Blunkett has declared open
season on comprehensive education. In
a highly publicised speech he accused
progressive teachers who refuse to di-
vide pupils by ability for the failures of

comprehensives.

The outpourings of Labour’s educa-
tion spokesperson go even further than
the Tories. It is an historic break from

Labour’s previous stance.

The Conservatives have used league
tables, opting out and OFSTED inspec-
tions to encourage selection between
schools. )

Labour wants bigger and better
league tables, an extension of speciali-

sation (with inevitable selection), more
rigorous inspections and an imposed
end to mixed ability teaching.

The tifle of the latest policy state-
ment excellence for everyone disguises

the fact that equal funding for schools

reinforces inequality.

Schools need equitable funding,
with more resources allocated to those
in greatest need.

Labour must target the chronic un-
derfunding of state education. The re-
fusal to enter into spending
commitments—and the necessary tax
increases for the rich—coupled with
Blair’s obsessive courting of the mid-
dle classes inexorably drives Labour
down the same road as the Tories.

McAvoy is the only union leader to
back the proposals. Both Blunkett and
Shephard are to be given a platform at
the Easter NUT conference in Cardiff.
FACE is not even invited to send an
observer.

Despite thousands of redundancies
and an insulting pay award the leader-
ship have made ‘‘extending democ-
racy” the key debate of conference.
McAvoy and the Broad Left leadership
are trying to force through rule changes
which will centralise power in their
hands. N

But they are not certain of victory,
despite engineering a mandate through
a slanted ballot.

Opposition goes beyond the left in
the Socialist Teachers Alliance and the
CDFU to a broad layer of activist and
local lay officers. A tabloid Campaign
Teacher has been launched.

McAvoy has responded by writing
to every delegate claiming the STA and
CDFU are trying to “‘dissuade, through
distortion and dishonesty, conference
delegates from agreeing reforms””.

With the right wing majority on the
executive looking increasingly shaky
and unable to answer the challenges of
the left he realises that his time may be

running out.
The gloves are off. It looks set to be
a hot Easter in Cardiff.

Imbar Tamari

THE TORIES new wonder
scheme of nursery vouchers will
do nothing for quality educa-
tion. The vouchers will not
increase provisions, training or
parental choice.

In fact the vouchers are the first’
step in the privatisation of education.
It is the thin end of a thick wedge.

They are only for four year olds
and for a part time place. Existing
places for three year olds will be put
in danger. The money for the vouch-
ers will be taken from the local
authority budget, and will not cover
the cost of a part time place in a state
nursery.

Three yea olds will be put in danger

Many authorities are opposing the
scheme, and lain Mills, a Tory rebel
plans to table an amendment which
would allow local authorities to with-
draw from it.

Only Westminster, Kensington
and Chelsea Wandsworth and Nor-
folk have agreed to the scheme.

Nurseries are only the beginning.
If the Tories consider them success-
ful they will be used in other parts of
the education system such as further
education.

The Campaign Against Vouchers
in Education (CAVE) has been estab-
lished by teachers and parents.

* Demonstrate against vouchers,
Saturday, March 16, 12.00 Battersea
Park, March to Central Hall, West-
minster.
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War on welfare

The Tory offensive against the welfare state Is not Just an abstract whim which can be dropped at will:
it is driven by three intersecting pressures which also affect Labour’s response, reports HARRY SLOAN.

Is the cupboard reall

THE BRITISH government,
like that of Juppé in France,
is driven to hack back wel-
fare spending not simply to
open the space to cut taxes
for the ruling rich and pri-
vate industry, but also in
part because of the financial
restraints imposed by the
Maastricht Treaty and its cri-
teria for further economic in-
tegration of the EU.
Maastricht sets an upper limit

. to each government’s deficit of

three per cent of GDP: Britain’s
deficit is currently running at
4.2 per cent.

The fight for welfare rights is
therefore not restricted to Brit-
ain—it is an EU-wide battle.

But as the capitalist world
market cuts up rough, with
competing countries and trade
blocks seeking competitive ad-
vantage, it is also a world-wide'
fight.

In the USA, workers are bat-
tling against bipartisan at-
tempts by Republicans and
Democrats to slash the minimal
state funding of health care and
other welfare services. In East-
ern Europe the drive to privati-
sation and restoration is being
accompanied by a frontal attack

" on welfare rights.

in the Third World and de-
pendent economies the brutal
-policies of the IMF and the
World Bank, acting on behalf of
imperialist finance houses, are
demanding cuts in services and
the imposition of brutal new
charges for health and educa-
tion, bringing the collapse of

THE TORIES, arguing that their
allegedly booming 1990s Britain
can no longer afford the welfare
provision established during the
austerity and rationing of the post-
war period, point to demographic
changes. The proportion of elderly
in the population is certainly on the
increase: the lack of a major world
war for 50 years has helped create
this new phenomenon.

More pensioners, and an increased
life expectancy for each elderly person,
not only serve to push up the pension
bill, but also bring additional pres-
sures—on health care and social serv-
ices. The average cost of NHS care for
the growing number of over 85s is ten
times higher than the average for peo-

An advanced economy can quite reasonably sustain a larger than previous number of pensioners

fledgling services.

The situation facing the Tory
government continues to dete-
riorate. Contrary to the optimis-
tic assumptions behind Kenneth
Clarke’s relatively muted but
still savage package of cuts, the
public sector borrowing require-
ment is as bad this year as it
was last, implying a gap of up to
£7 billion between Clarke’s gues-
stimates and the real deficit.

Of course this deficit has
been manufactured by |7 years
of Tory policies, systematically
cutting progressive taxation to
hand big rewards to the
wealthy. But it has created a
situation from which the Tories
cannot easily escape. The possi-
bility of a swingeing, vote-buy-

ple of working age.

Of course the problem has again
been worsened by years of systematic
under-investment in the kind of serv-
ices required by the frail elderly, and by
Tory cuts in the value of pensions
which have in turn undermined the
health of many pensioners: the genera-
tion who fought at Dunkirk and paid all
their lives into National Insurance for
the welfare state now make up the bulk
of those living in poverty in Major’s
Britain.

" But those pundits and analysts who

- cite the “grey timebomb” as the reason

for scrapping key elements of the wel-
fare state seem to forget that the last
50 yenrs have also seen huge advances
in the productivity of labour.

New technology means that fewer

v

ing tax-cutting budget in No-
vember is already restricted.
That is why every avenue for
cutting public spending is being
so relentlessly explored.

From the point of view of wel-
fare spending even the much-
vaunted drop in unemployment
and creation of ‘new jobs’ is bad
news: closer examination shows
that all of the new jobs created
in the final few months of last
year were part-time jobs, whose
low rates of take-home pay of-
fer a minimal contribution in
taxes, while part time staff
often pay little or no National
Insurance. In fact numbers of
full-time jobs fell by 9,000 in No-
vember, while 50,000 ‘new’ part
time jobs were created.

; g

workers today could, in an advanced
economy, quite reasonably sustain a
larger than previous number of pen-
sioners and other dependents: the
problem is that they also have to sus-
tain 2 »arasitic capitalist class creaming
off the lion’s share of wealth as private
profit, and—perhaps even more im-
portant—shackling the productive
forces to their own narrow require-
ments.

We should not forget the other
demographic pressure, which is now
making itself felt in our schools. After
several years of declining birth rate.in
the 1970s and 1980s, a new generation
of baby boomers are arriving and need
primary schools. Soon these increased
numbers will need secondary schools
and colleges, too. ‘

HS

THE TORY onslaught on the wel-
fare state is also fuelled by the very
ideological notions which drove on
the original Thatcher project.

Major’s team is equally wedded to
the concept of the free market as the
solution to every problem—whether it
be highly profitable telephones and
water supplies, or the more problematic
railways, hospitals—and now even
nurseries.

The icon of privatisation as a sup-
posedly superior method of delivering
each and every conceivable service has
been stretched beyond previous imag-
inable limits: we now have private pris-
ons, private mental hospitals, and plans
for private companies to own and man-
age NHS hospitals.

The Tories have won the last four
elections above all by promising
(though of course not delivering to
most people) low taxes—by which they
mean low direct taxes, supplemented
by larger indirect taxes, charges and
payments by the individual.

One factor crippling Blair’s. re- -

sponse is that he, too, has stolen the low
tax slogan, preventing the party from
offering any radical alternative or any
reversal of the Tory cuts.

Even the most daring Labour re-'

sponse to the education cuts has been
to demand a big increase in council tax,
daringly busting the government cap,
only to foist the bill on individual
householders.

While this is preferable to axing
teachers’ jobs and increasing class
sizes, the key issue is the fight for ade-
quate central government funding, de-
rived from direct income taxes.

So far has Labour lurched down the
road of Tory tax philosophy that a bat-
tle must now be waged in the labour
movement to uphold the principle of a
steeply progressive income tax, which
is a key step to making the rich pay for
the restoration of services decimated by
a decade of Tory tax handouts.

Also lurking in the Tory ideological
arsenal are the reactionary weapons of
racism and sexism. The racism is given
fullest vent in the attacks on the welfare
and other rights of asylum seekers and
immigrants, reinforced by Michael
Howard’s ‘Snoopers’ Charter’, which
aims to force public service workers—
in the NHS, schools, colleges and so-
cial security—to denounce black
people they suspect of being illegal im-
migrants.

The sexism emerges in the unstated
assumption that the larger number of
frail elderly, people with mental illness
and those with learning disabilities will
be offered no formal welfare state as-
sistance, but cared for without obvious
cost to the taxpayer—by (largely fe-
male) relatives at home. :

This colossal hidden privatisation
dominates the lives of six million carers
saving the state an estimated £27-£30
billion a year.

-”
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TIED AS they are to the same Maas-
tricht criteria, and the same reaction-
ary low-tax slogans as the Tories,
Tony Blair’s Labour has little alter-
native it can offer to the Tory war on
the welfare state.

Indeed Labour’s own Borrie Com-
mission proposals floated the notions
of a graduate tax and compulsory sec-
ond pension payments, while right
wingers led by Frank Field have been
challenging some of the most basic ele-
ments of welfare state provision.

Blair & co’s total capitulation to
Tory free market ideology leaves them
unable coherently to confront the mar-
ket-style reforms in the NHS and edu-
cation, with successive policy
pronouncements on such issues as opt-
out schools, selection in education,
NHS Trusts, fundholding GPs and
other topics leaving campaigners con-
fused.

The party not only has no socialist
policy, but on many issues it appears to
have no policy at all.

_The timidity of Labour’s pro-
gramme, coupled with the scale on
which the Tories have embarked on
privatisation and dismantling of serv-
ices, makes it even less likely that a
Labour government would even at-
tempt to restore many of the services
lost or hived off in the past 17 years.

Activists fighting inside the labour
movement for defence of the welfare
state in any or all of its aspects must not
only grasp the scale of the Tory attack,
but also the scale of the policy battle to
be waged if Labour is not to continue
along the same lines as Major.

Campaigning on a number of fronts
has demonstrated clear evidence of the
continuing public support for the con-

Education

AS WELL as ongoing cuts in
schools budgets, Universities
face a £550 million (12 per cent)
cut in revenue funding over
three years, with additional
cuts in funding for research
and equipment.

Further Education colleges face a
real terms cut of 30 per cent by 1999.
Funds for equipment and capital pro-
jects are to be slashed by a third next
year, rising to two thirds in 1998/9.

Students are in the firing line with

cept and practice of welfare state pro-
vision.

Though conceded by the ruling class
as a means to pacify working class
resistance in the post-war period, it rep-
resents an important, if limited step
towards social provision for those in
most need, linked to the concept of

grants cut another 9% next year, and
all parties moving towards a ‘gradu-
ate tax’, effectively ending any no-
tion of free higher education.
University Vice Chancellors and Prin-
cipals have threatened an emergency
cash levy of 300 per new student
next year, underlining the despera-
tion of the colleges, and the danger
that they will turn to attack the ‘soft’
target of the students rather than con-
front the government.

Benefits

Social security and other bene-
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Socialists reach out to the bestkcampatgn and trade union activists and de th gt »

collectively funding key services free

" of charge at point of use, through pro-

gressive taxation.

These principles are now being
eroded to be replaced by the naked
logic of the market—driving the more
prosperous layers of the middle classes
to contemplate costly private provision

fits have been slashed in value
since 1979 and are again under
attack: .

* Sickness and invalidity benefits
were replaced by scrapped the more
restrictive Incapacity Allowance, cut
benefits from tens of thousands of
people.

* Housing bengfit for the under-
25s has been brutally cut from Janu-
ary 1.

* Single parent benefits are also to
be cut.

* From April 1, unemployment
benefit will be restricted to 6 months
duration, and in October it will be
scrapped, to be replaced by the

for pensions, health care, and even edu-
cation.

The reality is that with ever fewer
people employed in permanent full
time jobs, and the decline in living
standards now taking its toll of em-
ployed workers as well as the poorest
families on state benefits, only a small

meaner Job Seekers Allowance, de-
signed to save £2.2 billion by cutting

_off benefits to 90,000 people and
forcing 150,000 onto lower, means-
tested benefits.

Benefits will be more difficult to
obtain as a result-of Lilley’s draco-
nian plans to slash £1 billion (25%)
from the running costs of the DSS in
just three years, implying large-scale
privatisation, thousands of jobs to be
axed, and even less flexibility to re-
spond to the needs of individual
claimants. Claimants may be refused
help unless they can produce ‘proof’

that they are eligible.

Pensions

Attacks on pensions have been
key to mobilisations across
Europe, notably in France and
Italy. In Britain, other than
campaigning by pensioners
themselves, it remains a sorely
neglected subject.

Thatchér axed the link between
pensions and average earnings: ‘with
pensions linked only to prices there is
no possible increase ifl the real val-
ues. Levels have fallen from 20 per
cent to 15 per cent of average male
earnings. By 2030 it is estimated it
will have declined to just 9-per cent.

The Tory scheme was to persuade

minority could afford to pay privately
for the services traditionally identified
with the welfare state: even those with
private medical insurance require NHS
A&E cover.

Socialists must raise these issues
more openly and forcefully inside the
unions and the Labour Party, raising
again the demand for steeply progres-
sive income tax and the renationalisa-
tion of key privatised services,
industries and utilities to guarantee de-
fence and improvement of the welfare
state. .

The fight for democratisation of the
quangos which run the NHS, and
democratic control of occupational and
private pension funds must be raised,
along with the scrapping of ludicrously
wasteful and bureaucratic market sys-
tems in the NHS, voucher schemes for
nurseries, etc.

The fightback for the welfare state
must start now, to prepare the ground
for the battles to come under a Blair
government. We must not allow de-
featism to set back the struggle.

Even the apparently invincible To-
ries have been beaten back on some of
their proposals, especially the demise
of the profoundly regressive Poll Tax,
and the notable victory notched up by
pensioners fighting VAT on fuel.

Workers who see the Tories ousted
and Blair elected will expect some of
their long-standing demands to be met;
and when they are not, they will be
more determined to fight for their
rights.

Socialists reach out to the best cam-
paign and trade union activists and de-
velop the fight as a root and branch
challenge to Blair’s corporatist charla-
tanry about stakeholding.

L e

ever larger numbers to take out addi-
tional, private pensions - funnelling
billions into the coffers of insurance
companies and finance houses: but
the high cost of doing so means that
millions of workers are seriously un-
der-insured for their old age.

Now it appears that the Tories and
Labour leaders are moving towards a
‘consensus’ that a decent state pen-
sion cannot be afforded, and that pen-
sion levels can only be topped up
though an additional, compulsory
‘second tier pension’.

Housing

‘Tory attacks on council house-

building have followed on the
massive forced sale of council
houses at giveaway prices un-
der Thatcher. House building
of all kinds has been reduced to
an all-time low, with council
programmes in many areas at a
complete standstill, despite bil-
lions in unspent balances from
house sales in the 1980s.

A new Tory bill now aims to strip
the homeless of their priority on
council housing lists, and speed up
evictions of private sector tenants,
would also extend the devastating
‘right to buy’ policy to houses run by
Housing Associations. -







