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IN EVERY CONSTITUENCY'

job  of

THE GENERAL ELECTION
gives us the opportunity to
get rid of the Tories after 13

years of rising
unemployment, soaring
homelessness, and

worsening 11V1ng standards.

They have promised us
more of the same if they are
re-elected - more

rivatisation, such as British

ail and Roydi Mail;  more
anti-union laws, more
attacks on the most
defenceless - such a single
parent families, and
refugees,

And this is only what they
have warned us about!

We have to say no to the
Tories, and we have to turn
out the largest possibie vote
against them.

But that vote needs to be
a Labour vote. Not bscause
Labour has made a good
leading  the
opposition to the Tories
over the years - it hasu’t; it
has backtracked at every
opportunity - but because
Labour is the only pady in
the election which is
supposed to represent the
interests of wor mg pe ople
against the Tories’ class,
the bosses.

The Scottish and Welsh

nationalists and the Liberal
Democrats all attempt to tie
the working class to a
common interest with the
bosses, however radical
some of their policies may
seem.

The Tories have spent 13
years showing that Britain is
a country fundamentally
divided by class. They have
acted in the interests of
their class, however much
they have conned some
sections of the working
class into backing them. We
need a govemmenl which
acts for cur ¢lass in the
Same way.

We must fight to belp

Labour beat the Tories, and
we must fight to transform
the labour movement. That
means voting for the
Labour Party - the - party set
up by our unions (G de fend
our interests. It means
voting Labour in every
constitue ncy. And it means
fighting and u*g’%msmv for
the Labour Parly to adopi
poiicies re ﬂw*m the
interests of our ciass., not
watered-down ?Jn Ones.

it means \nga iising i the
labﬂur movement o ﬁg,h{
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government when if ‘._izu:.ks-:
the working class.
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The Tories have launched one attack after another on lesbian and gay rights. Yet Labour's leaders have tried to wriggle out of Party policy commitments to legislate complete equality. A Labour
vote must be coupled with a fight to hold them to those commitments. Photo: Peter Waish/Profile.

Fight for jobs!

UNEMPLOYMENT HAS BEEN rising
since March 1990. It is now 2.5
million on the much-fiddled
official figures. On the basis of
calculation used before the
Tories took office in 1979, the
total would be 3.6 million.

The consensus of some 23
economic forecasters in
universities, think-tanks, and
banks, is that unemployment
will continue to rise in 1992,
averaging 2.7 million (official; or
3.8 million real) over the year.

Manufacturing output fell
4.5% in 1991; fixed investment
(buildings, machinery, and so
on) fell 11.5 per cent, and the
experts expect it to fall further
this year.

The human cost was put into
figures by research in the mid-
1980s. For every 100,000 people
who lose their jobs, deaths
increase by 5,000, mental
hospital admissions by 6,000,
and prison intake by 1,900. A
separate survey found that
workers made redundant and
their families had to visit
hospital or a doctor 20% more
often after they lost their jobs.
Do you wonder that there is
crime, violence, and despair on
the streets of Tory Britain?

Yet those who have jobs in
Britain work longer hours than
anywhere else in Western
Europe. Many of them are
desperately overworked: Britain
is now the only country in the
EC with no law to limit working
hours. As Karl Marx put it in
Capital, “The condemnation of
one part of the working class to
enforced idleness by the
overwork of the other part, and
the converse, becomes a means
of enriching the individual
capitalists”.

The standard work week
should be reduced by law to 35
hours. And, beyond that,
millions of jobs urgently need
doing.

® New houses need to be
built, old houses and flats need
repair. Tens of thousands are
homeless on the streets,

hundreds of thousands are
shoddy
Yet only

crammed into
accommodation.

35,000 homes are being built for

rent by councils and housing !

associations in 1991-2.

@® Only 2 per cent of Britain’s
children under three have places
in publicly-funded nurseries,
compared to 44% in Denmark

® In the Health Service, the |

number of nurses has decreased
- while the number of managers
has risen 1800%! Ancillary jobs
have been privatised and cut
back. Now the National
Childbirth Trust officially
advises pregnant women to take
cleaning materials to hospital
with them so that they can clean
the toilets and bathrooms
themselves, to avoid infection.
The Whittington Hospital in
North London plans to stop
giving patients an evening meal,
providing only soup instead.

@ Schools and colleges need
repairs for their buildings,

‘teachers for their classes.

Libraries need more books -
some local authorities have
stopped buying any new books -
and-longer opening hours.

@ More buses and trains, and
more workers, are needed for
public transport.

® Despite all the Tories’
claims, their regime has
produced no boom in new,

high-tech industry. On the

contrary:- the British share of

_.world exports in information

technology dropped from 9% in
1970 to 4% in 1984. Britain now
consistently imports more
manufactured goods than it
exports.

THE JOBS THAT need workers
should be done by the workers
who need jobs! To put together
workers with jobs, just two
things are needed:

® A programme of training
and re-training at trade union
rates of pay.

® Democratic public control
of the “commanding heights” of
industry and credit, which
allows strategic planning of
major investments in housing,
childcare, health, education,
transport, new technologies, and
SO on.

(;entral to that democratic

| planning should be a conversion
programme for the factories and
skilled workers working on
. military projects which should

| now be cut back. That military

production is a very large part of
 such skilled, high-tech
manufacturing as Britain still
has. If the factories are simply
scrapped, and the skilled
workers sent off to seek jobs in
Disneyland, McDonalds, or
Chessington Zoo, then it will
send this country spiralling
down further towards the status
of an offshore European site for
minor low-wage production and
rentier speculation.

THE TORIES SAY that
nationalisation and public
control of industry and credit
are shown to be outdated and
inefficient by the economic
failure of Eastern Europe. That
is rubbish.

@® The old system in Eastern
Europe had “planning” not by
democratic debate and decision
but by bureaucratic diktat.
Because it was a bureaucratic
top-down system, it was a
system of lies, corruption,
inertia, alienation, and petty
empire-building. No wonder it

_was inefficient.

® It was also greatly over-
centralised. No working-class
socialist, whether in Britain or in
Eastern Europe, proposes such
ultra-centralisation.

At present major strategic
investment decisions are made
partly by the flows and whirls of
the City’s “casino economy”,
and partly by push-and-pull
within  cabals of top
industrialists, bankers, civil
servants, and politicians. It is a
crazy system - and one which is
well on track to destroy the

Earth’s ecology.
We want to replace that crazy
system by accountable,

democratic, environmentally-
conscious planning. Millions of
smaller economic decisions
would still be made through the
market or by local democracy.

@® The ruling Corporation of
the City of London, no socialists
they, are now protesting bitterly

against any further “de-
regulation” or privatisation of
London buses, because, they
say, it will lead to worse public
transport delays. The
Thatcher/Reagan craze for
deregulation and privatisation
has produced not efficiency but
chaos.

The selling-off of state
enterprises has brought gains to
their bosses, who have voted
themselves huge pay rises, and
to the middle-class people who
bought shares cut-price. It has
brought no gains to the workers;
and the sold-off enterprises have
shown smaller improvements in
productivity than those
industries which remain in
public ownership!

THE TORIES ALSO say that we
can’t afford even small
improvements in public
services, such as official Labour
proposes. They will bring tax
increases and trigger price
inflation.

This is a lie, too.

@® Despite all their cuts in
public services, the Tories have

_increased taxes for most people.
They have reduced income tax -
a little for most people, a lot for
the rich - but increased taxes,
like VAT and poll tax, which hit
hardest at the poor.

® A lot of money could be
found for public services and for
training and education without
any tax rise at all, just by cutting
other parts of state spending -
military, police, and so on.
(Money would be saved on
unemployment benefit and
social security, too, by giving the
unemployed decent jobs). The
Trident programme costs about
as much as 500 new hospitals.
What the Tories spent on the
Falklands war and its follow-up
was enough to clear up all
outstanding repairs and
maintenance on all the hospitals
in Britain.

@® Taxes should be taken from
the rich! Today the effective tax
rate for the well-off is often
lower than for the poor. The
low-paid can lose over 90p of

each extra pound in wages,
through income tax (25p),
National Insurance (9p), loss of
housing benefit or Family
Credit (up to 46p), and loss of
other benefits. The well-off lose
only 25p or 40p in income tax
(they are exempt from National
Insurance!), and maybe not
even that if they have skilled tax
accountants.

Labour’s official policy of
making the well-off pay National
Insurance, and raising the top
income tax rate to 50%, should
be only a start.

WOULDN‘T INCREASED SPENDING
and increased employment pull
in more imports and worsen
Britain’s balance of payments
crisis? Wouldn’t a Labour
Government policy of vigorous
state intervention, favouring the
working class, trigger a “flight of
capital” abroad.

Probably they would.
Probably, too, the German and
Swedish capitalists who are now
telling their workers that they
are the best-paid, and the best-
provided with public services, in
Europe, so they must accept
austerity or see capital go
elsewhere, can put some force
behind their threats too. As long
as working-class movements
limit themselves to national
arenas, and capital develops
international strategies, the
powers-that-be can always make
such threats.

Sometimes they are bluffing.
If “too much” public services
bring economic ruin, why
should “too much” mean more
than the miserable British level,
rather than the better French,
German, or Scandinavian level?

And when they are not
bluffing, the answer must be for
working-class movements to
link up internationally, with
international demands and
campaigns, so that one country’s
workers cannot be played off
against another’s. A campaign to
level up workers’ rights and
conditions across Europe, and to
win a 35 hour week across the
continent, would be a start.






