THOUSANDS of students marched through cities
all over Britain on November | in protest against
plans by the New Labour government to scrap
student grants and impose £1,000 per year
tuition fees.

In many areas the turnout was the biggest by
students for 20 years, and is a promising
preparation for the National Demonstration
called for November 26 by the Campaign for

Free Education - though the CFE march is being
built by campaigners without NUS support.

But the anti-fees protest also has a wider
significance: it is the first organised fightback

by any group against the policies of New Labour,
and it represents a challenge to the brutal Tory
logic behind the government policy.

Platform speakers (including Diane Abbott MP)
have warned that the attack on free education is
the "thin end of the wedge". They are right.

The students are not simply fighting for their

own interests: the reforms will mainly hit younger
students still at school. Their prompt and militant
rejection of Blair's policies underlines the need for
the workers' movement to prepare now for action
to defend the welfare state against Labour's lethal
combination of "unthinkable" new reforms and
old-style Tory spending cuts.
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Roisin: the
ordeal drags
on

Veronica Fagan

THE GERMAN govemment
are still seeking the extradition
of Réisin McAliskey in connec-
tion with the bombing seven-
teen months ago of the
Osnabruck barracks. |
Réisin is still in the mother and
baby unit of a London psychiatric
hospital, where she gave birth five
months ago to her daughter, Loin-
nir. Doctors have advised thatsheis
not well enough to appear in court.
Roisin is suffering from severe
post traumatic stress disorder as a

deed it would have been helpful to
Réisin if things had proceeded
this way, as then she would have
been able to either appeal to the
High Court or apply to a judicial
review.

The eventual say will lie with
Home Secretary, Jack Straw. In-
stead of moving towards these tar-
gets, Raéisin is stuck in a very
destructive limbo.

Bernadette McAliskey said af-
terwards “This is just getting cra-
zier and crazier by the minute.

"Now we cannot get this out of

Stalingrad O'Neill

R e

Support for Rotsm from Bmmngham campaignars who mckotcd in Victona Square on September 30

result of her experiences at the
hands of the RUC in Castlereagh
and the British prison system.

On September 30, stipendiary

magistrate Nicolas Evans refused
to make an extradition order in
Réisin’s absence. He made clear
that he would have granted the or-
der had she been there, but would
not do so without her presence and
ordered her to appear for the next
hearing.

Both Réisin’s lawyer and coun-

sel for the German government
were prepared for the order to go

court. Meanwhile this is all affect-
ing my daughter’s health. I think
she will be very seriously set back
by the proceedings.”

An attempt by Gareth Pierce,
Roisin’s lawyer, to persuade the
magistrate to move the hearing to
the hospital where Réisin was stay-

ing failed on October 23, the date

of the subsequent court sitting.
Roéisin’s case will be considered
again on November 10.

The German arrest warrant re-
lies on the evidence of an eye wit-
ness who has since retracted his

It also ignores the fact that two
other eye witnesses have always de-

nied that Réisin could have been

‘Beth’, the woman they saw.

Equally important, no investi-
gation has been carried out into
Résin’s alibi.

The reality is that there are a
gaggle of witnesses who have
signed statements which confirm
that far from being in Germany at
the time of the bombing, Rdéisin
was at work in Dunganon.

None of these and many more
points in Rdéisin’s favour can be
raised in court — the extradition

proceedmgs do not consxder evi-
dence.

Jack Straw won’t look at them ei-
ther, if the case ever gets to him, and
may well be more concerned with
not upsetting the German govern-
ment.

How much can it take to secure

‘the release of an innocent young

women against whom there is no
evidence? )

A lotif she’s Irish — and perhaps
more if she’s the daughter of Ber-
nadette McAliskey. The campaign
must be stepped up as many

" notches as it takes.

CS Spray -
Ban it now!

Simon Deville

IN MARCH 1996, Ibrahima
Sey, a 29 year old Gambian
was arrested in Forest Gate
and taken to liford police sta-

tion.

Two weeks after tests of the
spray began, he was sprayed
with the gas whiist laying face

statement — on German television.

ahead without Réisin in court. In- down in the police station with
‘ his hands cuffed behlnd his
back.
A year and a half later the
inquest decided that he was

- Gypsies face 1mm1gratlon CI1SIS |miiimaiins

T | Prosecution Service still has

Mark Janson ? o - | Those that the leadership have remained silent. not even decided whether any
GYPSIES facing persecutionin | = & . | Home Office allows to. Whilst the Nauon,al Assistance | of the officers concerned will
the Czech republic, Slovakia [ = = | workinBritainare of-  Actand the Children’s Actgivelo- | eyen face charges.
and Albania are facing a crisis. | = s | ten denied the neces- cal authorities a legal responsibil- Shortly after the result of the
It isn’t however, the crisis re- | = . | sy documentation ity to provide the bare minimum | jpquest, Jack Straw announced
ported by the British media. . s that proves to employ-  of support to asylum se.ekers who | that he had looked at the evi-
In the middle of October almost | . e | ersthattheyhavethat  aredestitute, the financial respon- | dence and was confident CS
all the press and TV channels re- = . right. Far f1:om being | s1b1hty..has begn push,.ed onto ever | snray was safe, and will con-
ported that Dover was being | . | thefirstchoiceof des-  decreasing social services budgets. | tinue to be used. The only evi-
“swamped” by Eastern European | | § | tinationforthoseflee- Rather than demanding that | depce that has been given to
gypsies seeking asylum in Britain. 3.;. s;%_“: : é’%}: lng. . p‘erosecu_tlon, \C?n[ral government .ShOllld_ pro- support this claim is tests of
In news stories that might be | . | Britain 1s much  vide adequate support for asylum | ¢§ gas held in Derry 26 years
more at home in a far right pam- -1 nearer to being a last st'eekers, K_ent County Council pas ago. These tests were con-
phlet, they claimed that a television resort. simply demanded that something ducted in open air aimed at

is done to stop gypsies seeking asy-
- lum in Britain in the first place.
They have asked the Slovak

government for assurances that it

Whilst in opposi-
tion the Labour Party
pledged that it would
review the notorious

“dealing with public disorder”.
The report stated that the prin-
ciple danger was where CS gas

programme in the Czech republic
had encouraged an influx of gypsies
by showing the life of luxury they

could live on in the British benefits . was used in confined spaces.
systicm. Immlgratlon and ASY‘ would issue h statement discour- The cs sPlnav c“rrently being
‘The reality of the situation lum Act and thatif it agingasylum Seekefs fromcoming | yged by police has not been
could be shown thatit  to Britain.

shows a completely different pic-
ture. Over the last two years around
400 eastern European gypsies have
sought asylum in Britain. Many
~ families have been broken up and
thrown into detention centres or
deported.
Many more are forced to try and
live on hand outs of food parcels

tested in conjunction with its
| solvent MiBK, and is in a much
| more concentrated form (in
fact it is 25 times stronger
than that used in a number of
US states, which have also re-
sulted in deaths).

In addition to pursuing lbra-
hima's case and demanding
that the officers concerned he
brought to justice, the lbra-
hima Sey Memorial Campaign
| and Newham Monitoring Pro-
ject have initiated a national

This racist response has clearly

helped to fuel further bigotry
against gypsies living in the area.

If rumours that the National
Front are planning a demonstra-
tion in the area prove true they
will have been aided in this by
both the press and the ‘govern-
ment. | |

was more expensive
than putting asylum
seekers on benefits
then they would
change the legisla-
tion. Numerous reports have
shown that the current chaotic sys-
tem is twice as expensive to admin-
ister than benefits, yet the Labour

Firmin Gnali must stay 1n Britain

Stepping into Michael Howard’s shoes? Home
Secretary Jack Straw, custodian of racist laws

from charity donations. Those
lucky enough to get benefits don’t
even get the poverty income that
unemployed British nationals do.
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FIRMIN GNALI is an lvorian
asylum seeker currently facing
deportation. The Home Office
turned down his final leave to
appeal in May of this year. The
only chance of overturning that
decision is through a judicial
review.

Since lvory Coast gained for-
mal independence from France
in the 1960s, it has remained
under a military dictatorship,

propped up hy the French gov-
ernment. Firmin campaigned for
democracy in the lvory Coast
through the FPI (Front Populaire
lvoirien) and through the FESCI
(Federation Estudiantine et Sco-
faire de Cote d'lvoire).

In 1991 and 1992 Firmin was
arrested, detained and tortured
for his political activities and in
1993 he lost his teaching job
and was forced into hiding. He

fled the country in that year and
arrived in Britain in January
1994 when he made his original
asylum application. Since living
in Britain Firmin has been work-
ing as an actor and musician
with the Banner Theatre, a so-
cialist theatre group.

Kidnappings, arbitrary arrests,

torture and corruption are rife in
the lvorian dictatorship.
If Firmin Gnali is deported his

life may well be in danger as
a result of his past political
activity. Firmin Gnali Support
Group is demanding that
Firmin be given full refugee
status and that all racist Im-
migration and Asylum legisla-
tion be scrapped.

~ Firmin Gnali Support Group
¢/o0 Friends Institute, 220
Mosley Road, Highgate, Bir-
mingham. B12 0DG

campaign calling for CS spray
to be bhanned from use perma-
nently. The campaign has set
up a national telephone line to
record incidents where the po-
lice have used the spray.

‘To record any Incidents or
to affiliate to the campaign

| contact:

Newham Monitoring Project,
PO Box 273, London E7 or
telephone 0181 - 555 8151
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~ majority — even of first time “New” Labour
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United fight can challen ge
- New Labour’s pollcles

DESPITE enduring months of calcu-
lated insults from Tony Blair the trade
union leaders obediently delivered him
the victories he wanted at Labour Party
Conference.

Now Blair has a free hand to muzzle any
grassroots rebellion inside the party, having
got through the rule changes associated with
‘Party into Power’.

“Flexibility” has become the watch word.

Flexibility for the Labour leadership means
dodging out of any positive commitment i
party activists were fighting for. Flexibility i
for working people means being cajoled into
accepting part time and short term contracts
on worse conditions. It means putting up
with attacks on the welfare state, and a politi-

cal party thatis longon rhetoricandshorton  ppg Euromarch campaign showed the possibility for united action in Britain and Eurepe

delivery.
On May 1 working people voted for real

change, for an end to the Tories—and anend  work or the new law and order proposals

to Tory policies. Exit polls clearly showed a  from Jack Straw.

voters — supported radical policies.

defence of welfare provision.

Even for those who understood what New = move Tory laws such as those shackling the

Labour intended the first months of the La-  trade unions, and making asylum seekers
destitute — policies they had opposed only

bour government have been an eye-opener. )
Blair and his cronies have been proud to  weeks earlier.
proclaim that they are following the same

health and education is just a massaging of
existing funds that are totally inadequate to
sustain services already cut to ribbons,

‘liberated’ the Bank of England from politi-  cuteit.
cal control, and thus raised interest rates (and

NHS and elesewhere.

the front line whether through the introduc-

tion of student fees, the con of welfare to  ning to wake up and see what is happening
but lack the confidence to fight back. The

IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES,
this year’s Conservative _
Party Conference was a .
moderate success for Wil- |
liam Hague. The party
emerged at the end of the
week more buoyant and
seemingly united than it
started.

For a brief moment it seemed as
if he had done it. His sticking plaster
seemed pretty waterproof even on
the central question of Europe. But
almost as soon as the party had left
Blackpool the rows were erupting
again with all their old ferocity.

Now it is impossible to tell how
many senior Tories will have re-
signed over Europe by the time

| anyone feads this. Two have al-
ready gone from the Shadow Cabi-
net this week while Heseltine,

| Clarke and Hurd have been vocal
in their dissatisfaction.

At Conference itself Hague had
stayed on the high wire — backing
off from the pre-existing formula of
remaining outside EMU for at least
two parliamentary terms and re-
placing it with the vaguer ‘not for
the foreseeable future’.

Andrew Wiard

Hagua. Genaral pres:dmg over a
vanishing army

While this shift might have been
seen as a sop to the Europhiles, he
also criticised the fact that Britain
ever went into the Exchange Rate
Mechanism — a definite nod in the
other direction.

With the overwhelming majority
of the Parliamentary Party (what's
left of it) determmed to chartan

Single parents lose their benefits and the
unemployed are forced onto schemes as

They voted for redistribution of wealth  pointless as those introduced by the Tories,

from rich to poor, an end to privatisationand  butmore glossily packaged. All this has gone |
hand in hand with a steadfast refusal to re-  is necessary?

Itis clearly not enough merely to continue
to beaver away inside the structure of the La-
bour Party — but neither is it possible to
merely proclaim the existence of a new so-
cialist party of labour.

The problems inside the SLP are the re-
sult both of the lack of political preparation
before the party was launched, and of the fail-
ure to build a democratic internal regime.

If declaring a new party based on one ex-
tremely well respected old class-warrior does
not work, neither can you build an effective
socialist organisation by recruiting one by
one. Even the biggest “revolutionary” parties
in Britain are feeble shadows of what we need —
in themselves unable to change events.

We have to relate to the mood that exists
for new realignment. We need to build a
united left - inside and outside the Labour
Party. This must based on the practical de-

‘mands working people are putting forward
and the real actions of our class attempting to

With Brown's latest statement on Euro-
strategy as the Tories. They have beengleeful  pean monetary convergence — “not going in
that they are getting away with things that  justyet but preparing the way” going hand in
 their predecessors could not. Even theappar-  hand with an attempt to gag any dissident
ent commitment to increased spending on  Eurg.MPs, the pattern is clear.

With the bosses

- The bosses’ offensive is to continue, with
Thecatalogue of attacks islong. Theyhave = New Labour proud to help the bosses prose-

However while all this may seem evident

paved the way for European Monetary Un-  to left activists most of those who voted La-
ion). bour on May 1 remain mesmerised. We have

- They havecontinued with Tory privatisa-  the paradox of Blair being promoted as the
tion plans and further pushed the tottering world’s most popular leader — with opinion
plans for Private Finance Initiatives in the polls even Kim Il Sung would have been
proud of, while government policies attack

Young people and students have been in  €very aspiration of their supporters.
Another crucial layer of voters are begin-  realise them.

Ritual denunciations are meaningless —
practical work is the only way to expose Blair-

Hague’s failed fudge splits feuding

EDITORIAL 3

anti-EMU course on principle, the
truce could not hold long. This di-
vide is not on some secondary is-
sue that only comes up in obscure
and internal party debates, but on
one of the most decisive issues of
British politics this century. The
wounds are bleeding copiously ~
the Iong term survival of the pa-
tient is in doubt.

In some ways had it seemed as

—if the Tories could only go upwards
_ after the rout of the general elec-

tion had left its morale and its or-
ganisation in tatters.

However Hague was not prov-
ing to be a very effective leader of
the opposition against a New La-
bour government which time and
again stole traditional Tory clothes
and policies.

He seemed to be trying to learn
lessons from Blair’s success in im-
age making. His conference ad-
dress suggested repackaging the
party as more caring than their op-
ponents.

Conservatives, he argued, had
shown their “understanding and
tolerance of people making their
own decisions about how to lead

long night of Tory rule has left trade union
organisation desperately weakened and po-
litical campaigners isolated.

Which leaves the difficult questlons
How do you build a fightback against the
bosses offensive? What sort of organisation

their lives” and later that compas-
sion was “not a bolt on extra to
Conservatism, it’s at its very core”.

He was clearly upstaged by
Portillo’s speech early in the week,
which was similarly along libertar-
ian lines — upstaged not only be-
cause Portillo is more charismatic
but because he, not weighed down
with leadership responsibilities,
was critical not only of the party’s
record or its leadership but its
membership.

He got away with it by starting
out by saying that as the man who
had lost Enfield Southgate ona 17
per cent swing he had no right to
lecture anyone.

On top of this new direction for
the party signalled by Portillo and
Hague there were also plans to re-
vamp Party organisation. Discus-

sions had already started around the -

leadership election which followed
the ritual slaughteron May |.

Dragging the Tory Party belat-
edly into the 20th Century is no
easy task, since the organisational
forms — or rather the lack of them
— are not some oversight.

It is not because Maggie was

ism for what it is. Out of that practical work
can arise both the unity of the left we need
and the means of reaching out to new forces
W€ require.

Drawing people into action on straight
forward demands, and trying to force the ex-
isting leadership of the labour movement to
defend the interests of their members, can
mobilise the forces necessary to change soci-
ety. Even small numbers can be effective —
but only by promoting such unity in action.

On this basis it will be possible to build an
organisation that can lead a fight against the
bosses’ offensive and pose a threat to the easy
ride currently being en)oyed by the New La-
bour government.

The mood for change needs to be har-
nessed. We must set clear goals — in the trade
unions, inside the Labour Party, and on the
streets. We know the issues, and the basic
campaigns already exist. The united work
must start now.

No clearer example exists than what was
achieved this Spring with the Euromarch.
Broad coalitions were developed across
Europe and in Britain which mobilised thou-
sands of workers and built on the actions of
millions against the effects of the Maastricht
Treaty.

The Euromarch played a part in changing
the policy of some major unions in Britain.
Now we have forced the European TUC to
call action against unemployment in Luxem-
bourg later this month.

The ground work has been laid for further
campaigning on this issue which is increas-
ingly recognised as the most important issue
facing the British government. On other is-
sues, too, there are positive signs - such as the
ability of supporters of Workers Liberty and
Socialist Oulook to work together with mem-
bers of the SLP and many activists of no af-
filiation to build the Welfare State Network .

None of this is easy — tensions built on
years of suspicion don’t go away overnight —
but without eradicating sectarianism we will
never build a credible alternative to New La-
bour. We must build on these lessons in other
key areas, while deepening the debate about
what sort of organisation is needed to defend
the interests of the working class.

Tories

preoccupied with more interesting
issues like the poll tax that she for-
got to apply her clean broom to
the Party structures.

Rather the absence of any na-
tional structure at all, the arcane
method of leadership election and
the overall lack of democracy and
accountability are products of the
origins and the class base of the
Tory Party. While Hague's plans,
aided by his spin doctor friends,
seem relatively competent, they
will no more be able to unite the
party than his futile attempts on
Europe.

In the end however it is on the
question of European integration
and monetary union that not only
William Hague but the Tory Party
with him will fall and fall.

This isn’t necessarily to say that
future electoral defeats will all be
as decisive as this year’s. It is to
point out that a Conservative Party
arguing bitterly over Europe with
its erstwhile allies at the CBI is un-
likely to win an election, however
many enemies its opponents have
made by that time.
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Lessons for left in SLP failure

Crisis in the court of

Dave Hudson

LAUNCHED at the wrong
time, in the wrong way and with
the wrong kind of politics and
organisation, it is not surprising
that the SLP approaches its De-
cember conference in what is
probably a terminal crisis.

Only two years after its launch,
the party has failed to capitalise on
its modest election results, and 1is
now riven by internal strife. These
bitter divisions have nothing in
common with the vigorous debate
‘which would be a feature of any
healthy, democratic socialist or-
ganisation.

On the contrary, they are the self-
inflicted wounds of a leadership in-
tent on maintaining control by
trampling on the democratic rights
of its members.

Socialist Outlook criticised the
premature launch of the SLP just
prior to the general election. We
made the point that the working
class and its vanguard would turn
out in their millions to vote Labour
to get rid of the hated Tory Govern-
ment; any candidates standing to
the left of the Labour Party would
get badly squeezed.

We argued that socialists should
maintain a united front approach
against the Tories, ensuring a hear-
ing in the working class for our
criticisms of New Labour. |

However, it would have been en-
tirely possible for the SLP to re-
cover from these and other
mistakes, if it had maintained an
open, non-sectarian and collabora-
tive approach to other socialist
forces, and developed a democratic

internal regime. It is now clear that |

this is not to be.

From the beginning the SLP was
a botched job. It was launched uni-
laterally by a small group of people
around Arthur Scargill without any
consultation with broader forces on
the left in the Labour Party, trade

“moralised by

Klng AI’ hlll‘ o

unions or Marxist left.
Nonetheless, many so-
cialists, frustrated and de-
the
secemingly inexorable
march of Tony Blair’s
New Labour to the right,
welcomed Scargill’s
launch of a new workers’

party.
Great
Expectations

' “Like many other peo-
ple who joined the SLP,”
writes Councillor Ian
Driver, in his recent resig-
nation letter, “I had great

- expectations of the party. I

naively believed that the
SLP would break the
mould of leftwing politics
in this country and pro-
vide a unique and much
needed opportunity to re-
group socialists on a non-
sectarian basis.

“I thought the SLP
would become a vibrant,
broad-based organisation that
would welcome socialists from dif-
ferent traditions and provide a fo-
rum for the discussion of new ideas
... Unfortunately, none of this hap-
p9n€ »

Ian, along with many others a
campaigif®r for democracy in the
SLP, found instead aregime that re-
vealed itself to be worse than the
Labour Party. In factit had morein
common with the old Stalinist par-
ties, or with the monstrous carica-
ture that was the WRP.

“In particular I am sickened” Ian
writes, “by the lack of internal de-
mocracy in the SLP. ... political de-
bate is actively stifled and, where
members do succeed in discussing

politics, any ideas expressed con-

trary to those of the leadership are
stamped on.”
Ian, who is a respected militant

el
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No fan of internal democracy: Scargill

and member of Southwark Council
in South London, accuses Scargill
and his cronies of “a total disregard
for democratic rights,” and of
“quthoritarian intolerance.” He
complains of threatening letters
from Scargill or his henchmen to
members, demanding explanations

. for this or that misdemeanour..

- Expelled

Members were expelled under
the guise that they were never really
members, or because they were be-
hind in their dues (even when they
wanted to pay). No evidence
against them is shown, and any
right to appeal is denied.

At the same time Scargill is quite
happy, according to Ian and others
who have been forced out, to associ-
ate with disreputable elements who
have resorted to violence against
party members, or who have pub-

Turn again, Livingstone? _
Like it or not, Blair’s team prepares to

Jrailroad in elected London mayor

Veronica Fagan

THE LONDON Labour move-

ment must wake up quickly
to what Blair has in store for
us in terms of London gov-
ernment.

A directly elected mayor, a small
and ineffective assembly and no tax
raising powers is not a package that
can rescue England’s capital from
thé decay into which it is increas-
ingly falling.

Sadly the so-called consultative
conference of the Greater London
Labour Party on October {2 was
largely a missed opportunity to be-
gin really to debate out an alterna-
tive to this nonsense and to bring
together activists from the unions

The conference itself was a farce.

It was called by Labour Party full-
timers desperate for supportive
murmurings after the Greater Lon-
don Labour Party Executive had
constantly opposed the proposals
coming from Millbank.

It was badly organised — so much

so that many constituency Labour
Parties did not receive the paper

work. Most crucially it was not set
up to take any votes.

No votes

Despite the valiant efforts of the
London MSF delegation and others
no votes were taken. While it was
clear that this was the intention of
the platform it was a significant de-

and Labour Party who want to cam-
paign for a meaningful referendum in
May next year. -

feat that not enough noise was made
to overturn them on this crucial
question. |
It was clear that there was a sig-

~ nificant majority at the conference

against a separately elected Mayor
and for a bigger assembly with more
powers.

Many seemed sympathetic to the
need for a muilti-question referen-
dum to allow these choices to be

“made. At this stage however many
of these forces were less fired with
the sense of urgency about these is-
sues which made the top table so
determined to prevent them having
an effective say.

This state of affairs must be rap-
idly turned round. It is positive that
the Greater London Association of
Trades Councils (GLATC), together

with Ken Livingstone has launched a

campaign for a multi-question refer-
endum.

However despite their good in-
tentions GLATC does not have ei-
ther the resources or the political

Socialist Oudook
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China Syndrome: Stalinist politics in SLP led to it recently publishing an
article endorsing the Beijing bureaucrats’ 1989 Tienanmen massacre of

workers and students

licly espoused homophobic views.

It comes as no surprise therefore
that the upcoming. SLP Conference
will be less than democratic. Anyone
seen as a threat to the Scargill leader-
ship team has been excluded from
standing for the NEC; branch reso-
lutions to conference are vetted for
content and rejected out of hand.

In an interview in the Weekly

Worker (October 2 1997), 1an says -

that he thinks the left in the SLP,
organised around the Revolution-
ary Platform and the Campaign for
a Democratic SLP, is fighting a los-
ing battle. It seems they may leave
after the conference because of con-
tinued attacks on their-democratic
rights. He also believes that there is

‘no future for the SLP as it presently

exists and the party will collapse
within a year.

What kind of party does the
working class need?

Ian Driver intends to continue
work with others on the left who are
in favour of regrouping. He argues
that “there are a growing number
who are coming to the idea that the
left needs a new organisation. .. We
need to look at this whole question
in a new way. It goes back to the
break-up of Stalinism. Socialists
now realise that organisations must
be set up on a democratic basis,
without dictatorial bureaucracy”.

Conditions are rapidly maturing
for ruptures and upheavals in the
workers’ movement. Scargill’s SLP

nous to fight the high profile cam-
paign that is so desperately
needed without significant in-
volvement from all of the major

- unions. Political activists —
whether Labour Party members
or not — and community groups
must also be central to the proj-
ect.

Priority

This issue has got to be a major
priority for everyone in London
over the next six months.

Socialists outside London
should not rest on their laurels ei-
ther, as it has become increasingly
clear that the model of elected
mayors will be extended to all
major cities if New Labour are
able to get away with it in Lon-
don.

is just the first manifestation of this
process. There remain differences
in analysis as to the tempo, but for
the first time since 1945 a recompo-
sition of the workers’ movement is

‘posed.

The economic conditions for La-
bourist reformism have been
eroded by intensified competition
on a global scale, with big capital
engaged in a spiral of mergers and
takeovers, demanding more de-
regulation and drastic public
spending cuts. The Maastricht pro-
cess and EMU are the political form
of this.

This process is reinforced by the
collapse of Stalinism which has re-
moved an important post-war pres-
sure, the ruling class feels it no
longer needs to concede expensive
welfare provision to the working
class.

Blair’s New Labour government
has been long in preparation for
this scenario, and will lead to a dra-
matic collision with the working
class. For the first time since the
war, the conditions are being cre-
ated for major splits within the
workers’ movement . |

Wake up call

It is essential that the left in the
Labour Party and the unions, ends
its sleepwalking. If a new party of the
working class is to develop, it is es-
sential thatitis politically prepared.

This is the first lesson of the SLP
fiasco. Secret talks involving a few
chosen people behind closed doors
have an inevitable bureaucratic re-
sult. Learning the lessons of the
SLP means rejecting pompous (and
sectarian) self-declarations either
by vainglorious leaders, or a gaggle

“of tiny groups, with small forces.

A new party means bringing to-

~ gether, in an open and democratic

framework and based initially on a
limited action programme, broad
class struggle forces from the La-
bour and trade union movement,
the social movements, radical
youth and the far-left.

It is only size, social and political
weight which can impose a sense of
responsibility, order and procedure
on such an initially diverse political
formation, not the bureaucratic
jack-boot.

Socialist Outlook believes such a
party will only emerge out of big
working class battles with the La-
bour government. But the existence
of a broad vanguard of the class
which is politically prepared for
such an eventuality and able to give
leadership can ensure its success.

We would enthusiastically build
such a party and argue within its
democratic structure for the adop-
tion at a future conference of a more
fully developed revolutionary pro-
gramme. -
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Labour Conference 97

fraud

Pete Firmin

EVERYTHING at Labour
Party Conference went accord-
ing to Blair’s plan .

Conference delivered a ‘yes’
vote on ‘Partnership in Power’

“with its demolition of Party de-

mocracy (with around 30 per cent
of votes cast against).

- Most-contentious issues were |
kept off the agenda, and even if they

weren’t, then the movers agreed to

‘remit rather than rock the boat.

Blair himself delivered a very elo-
quent, cleverly crafted speech
which said virtually nothing.

The exception to this smooth
running was the National Execu-
tive Committee election results.
Notonly did Ken Livingstone beat
Peter Mandelson by a substantial

margin for the vacancy, but the

proportion of the vote obtained by

‘the Socialist Campaign Group of
MPs slate increased .from 31 per

cent to 39 per cent.
Blair had the trade union lead-
ers to thank for such a ‘successful’

conference. John Edmonds of the

GMB, speaking on Partnership in
Power, said he didn’t support the
proposals but the GMB would not
be voting against them, and went
on to say, parodying Blair’s speech
to the TUC, “we’re watching you
Tony”.

 Concesslons

Union leaders did not want to
oppose ‘Partnership in Power’ be-
cause they calculated it would en-
danger any concessions from the
government on union rights. How-
ever, they then ensured that the

composites on this issue contained

nothing to upset Blair — no figure
on the minimum wage, nothing on
the anti-union laws.

The TGWU representatives at

‘compositing (Bill Morris among

them) even insisted that resolu-
tions on the Liverpool dockers —
echoing the policy passed at
TGWU conference — be excluded
from the composite. The union
leaders dropped their demands on
the Labour government even bef-
ore entering negotiations.

- - Where resolutions were de-

-bated which posed uncomfortable
- questions for the government — on
student tuition fees, arms sales to

Indonesia, Private Finance Initia-

‘tive (PFI) in the NHS - union

leaders readily agreed to remit
them to the NEC.

Even aleft union delegdtion, the
RMT, eventually remitted their
resolution on PFI in the rail
industry, having been convinced
that they should only put it to the
vote 1if they could win.

hy unions
sold out on

‘Blair’s
‘Partnership
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. Backing down without any fight:

UNISON’s Rodney Bickerstaffe

They reasoned that remitting
was better than having it voted
down, ignoring the fact that remis-
sion means the NEC simply bins
resolutions it doesn’tlike. In factit

‘would have had % reasonable

chance of being passed.

The only close call for Blair was

on Trident, where the vote went
53-47 agamst the resolution for
scrapping it.

Beyond the stage management,
the lengthy speeches by ministers,
the now routine intimidation of

‘delegates, what does this year’s La-

bour Party conference say about
the state of the movement?

The adoption of Partnership in
Power makes it virtually impossi-
ble for the labour movement to
hold the government to account -
itremoves the ability of unions and
CLPs to submit resolutions criti-
cal of the actions of the govern-
ment.

It also ends the right of individ- -

ual members to elect MPs to the

NEC, and downgrades the NEC as

compared to a new committee, the
Joint Policy Committee with an in-
built Cabinet majority.

Union leaders were happy to go
along with this - and overturn
their own conferences’ policy in
the process — because it doesn’t up-
set the main “link” they are con-
cerned about. Their ability to have
cosy chats with Labour ministers
remains unscathed. They dislike

the ability of their membership to

hold them to account just as much
as Blair does.

General Secretaries
Some on the Labour Left refuse

to recognise this conflict of inter-

est, simply denouncing ‘the un-
ions’ for their voting records in the

Labour Party. This comes mainly

from those around the Campaign
for Labour Party Democracy,
whose concept of ‘winning support
in the unions’ usually consists of
writing to General Secretaries.
They prefer to share platforms
with left (or not-so-left) General

Stalingrade O'Neill

Secretaries to linking up with, and
being a part of, the oppositions
within the unions fighting for a
change of policy and attempting to
call those leaders to account.

Some have taken the NEC result

-as a signal of a resurgence of the

Labour Left, overshadowi‘ng the
adopuén of Partnership in Power.
This view often comes from those,
like Ken Livingstone himself, who

said in advance that Partnership in

Power would signal the end of the

Labour Party.

The problem with this analysis
is twofold. Firstly, it sees those vot-
ing for the Campaign Group slate

-as a coherent force, whereas many

are members who have become in-

active because of despair at the

drift of the Party.

Secondly, and more important,
it assumes that simply organising
to win the Constituency section of
the NEC will change the balance of
forces. This strategy is incoherent
even in its own terms — the CLP

section of the new NEC will only

be about a quarter of a body being

downgraded anyway. Victory in

the CLP section of the NEC elec- |

tions would change nothing on its

FOUR Lahour members of

own.

In order to achieve such a result
in the NEC elections, some are
talking of the need for a very broad
alliance indeed. They cite the joint
effort with Labour Reform around
Partnership in Power and say this
needs to be repeated.

| No policies
However, Labour Reform is not

— and does not claim to be — an or-

ganisation of the Left. If anything

it is a section of the old Labour

right. They.do not have policy po-
sitions beyond the ones they took
on Partnership in Power, and indi-
viduals freely admit they voted for
the scrapping of Clause IV.

In order to enter into a joint
election campaign with Labour
Reform - which represents very
little on the ground - the Left
would have to drop any idea of
campaigning on key policy issues.

The work with Labour Réform
around Partnership in Power was

not without its problems. Labour

Reform were not prepared to op-
pose the changes, but only to call
for deferral because of lack of time
to discuss them.

Ilew Labour still rehes on the O/d Bill to keep a beady eye on members. Are the snaps passed on to Mtllbank’

A section of the Left went along
with this, not as a fallback position
if outright opposition fell, but as
their main argument. Deferral
was, however, never likely to win
support in the unions, and oppor-
tunities were missed to argue the

case for rejection of the changes,

leaving the General Secretaries an
easier task in their arm twisting.

Those who want to challenge
Blair’s capitalist policies will put
questions of NEC slates in their
rightful context — the need to be
part of the opposition tothose poli-
cies through demonstrations,
strikes etc. This strategy can also
motivate those who vote for the
Left within the Party to become ac-
tive again.

Unity needs to be forged in ac-
tion between Party activists and
campaigners outside; those in sin-
gle issue campaigns and other po-
litical groups.

- The Labour left needs to find
ways of openly participating in the

developing debate around how to
forge an alternative to Blair — an al-

~ ternative that will be constructed

in practice but must also have an

org’anisational form.

for European elections

Defend the Str- sbourg 4! |

the European Parliament -
Ken Coates, Hugh Kerr,
Michael Hmdley and Alex
Falconer - have been sus-
pended from the European
Parliamentary I.abour .
Party. B
The Lahour Party Ieader- .
ship demanded that all
Euro-MPs sign an under-
taking not to publicly dis-
cuss the systemtohe -
employed for the Euro- |
elections next year. The ;
four refused and were sub-
sequently suspended, al-
though they are still
expected to ahide by the
Labour whip!
~ Jack Straw has now pro-
duced the white paper pro-
posing that the election
takes place by the ‘closed
list’ system. This gives the
electorate no say in their
preference within a Party
list, and gives the party hi-

erarchy absolute control not only over who is on
the Party list, but what order they rank in.

This system has not been adopted openly by
the Labour Party, nor has there been the prom-
ised ‘national discussion’ of voting systems. -

Blair's hope is that if he can get this adopted
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eliminating dissident
MEPs like the four and
others, it will be much

o o

A :
.'-:- .
. easier 1or nim 10 centra v

determine candidates for

X the next British parlia-

mentary elections, remov-
ing many Left MPs at a
stroke.

~ The four (apparently
soon to be joined by sev-
eral more) must bhe de-

' fended on the grounds of
. - basic democratic rights.

Party members at all lev-
els must have the right to
speak out against policy
they disagree with.

Blair's intolerance of
any opposition must he
fought even when we don’t
agree with the criticism
being made, such as when
Llew Smith opposed the
campaign for a ‘yes’ vote
in the Welsh referendum.

There is an attempt

‘across the labour movement (see elsewhere on
UNISON) to silence critics, and socialists have to
defend the right to speak out and to organise

Trade union and LP bodies should pass resolu-.
tions condemning the suspension of the four.
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Fighting
on for
welftare
state

DEFENDING health, edu-
cation and welfare serv-
ices will be at the centre
of resistance to the new
Labour government: and
the only campaign which
sets out to link and or-
ganise campaigning on all
these issues, the Welfare
State Network, held a
successful AGM confer-
ence on October |8.

Over 200 activists and cam-
paigners heard Tony Benn open
the conference with a warning
that the destruction of the wel-
fare state would take us back to
the horrors of Victorian times,
and call for “the biggest united
campaign possible”.

There was lively discussion in
workshops on topics including
the Welfare to Work policy,
fighting NHS cuts, defending .
schools, opposing student fees,
rejecting “Mad” Frankie Field’s
threatened pension reforms,
and building on the summer’s

Euromarch campaign to battle
on against unemployment
throughout the EU.

A strengthened Steerlng

Commlttee was elected, drawn

from a wide political spectrum,
and the WSN pledged among
other things to organise a con-
ference in defence of the NHS'
for campaigners and health
workers, to be held in early |
March. |
The WSN record of activity
and political debate contrasts

vividly with the sterile, bureau- |
-cratic posturing of Ken Living-

stone’s “Campaign to Defend
the Welfare State”, which
meets only once a yearina
tightly stage-managed event

- dominated by platform bigwigs, |

makes no attempt to build local
campaigning activity, and has
steadfastly rebuffed all the ef-

forts of the WSN to establish
joint work. |

I Contact the WSN c/o
183 Queen’s Crescent,.
London NWS5S 4DS 0I7I-
639-5068

Demonstrate agamst
unemplo ment 1n Luxembourg

Glen Voris
EUROPEAN Union Employ-

NEWS

Cas
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end NHS shambles

Harry Sloan

LABOUR ministers continue
to dig themselves further into
the Tory-created cnsm in the
NHS. |
The belated acknowledgement
'that Kenneth Clarke’s cash limits
were set to cause a disaster in front-
line services this winter led to the
- announcement of an additional,
| one-off injection of £300 million.

Although a welcome concession,

and a considerable extra-amount to
be spent in just six months, we
should bear in mind that the com-
bined debts of Trusts and Health
Authorities are projected at around
£700m, and Health Minister Alan

Milburn has declared that all these

. bodies must now balance their
books by April 1 - effectively call-

o ing for deeper and more rapid cuts

in almost every area.

- - Health Secretary Frank Dobson
insisted that the extra money
would be targeted to ensure that

emergency services remained open

through the winter months, and to

‘speeding the discharge of elderly
patients from hospital beds.

- Unfortunately the support of
frail elderly patients after their dis-
charge falls on council social serv-
ices, many of which are still
slashing back services as part of
1997/98 budget cuts averaging £2.5
million per authority. Some have
already run out of money to support
elderly patients in residential or
nursing homes: Oxfordshire alone
has a waiting list of 100, which is
predicted to double as £10m is cut
from social service spending over
two years.

. In fact nobody has yet received

- any of the extra NHS cash. A third
of the money has been earmarked
to pay off overspends on GP pre-
scribing budgets, leaving relatively

~small amounts in each region, for

which health authorities had to
submit detailed “bids” by Novem-

ber 1, consummg even more time
 and energy.

This process could leave whole
~areas recelvmg none of the extra

handout too small to

LHE has also urged Trusts and
health authorities to regard the ex-
tra £300m as a mandate overspend
where necessary to ensure that
services are maintained — and send
the bill to' Alan Milburn.

The climate of cuts and crisis is
likely to increase the frustration
and anger of NHS staff when their
pay round begins early next year.
Labour could yet find that their at-
tempt to uphold Tory spending
limits lights the fuse to public sec-
tor mlhtancy

cash, while even those which win
out will get relatively little com-
pared with the deficits they face.
Oxfordshire is £10m in the red,
Worcestershire £18m, and individ-
ual Trusts are looking at massive

cuts: as Wellhouse Trust and For-

est Healthcare in north London
each face cuts of £7m and £5m.
These immense financial pres-
sures are driving wholesale bed clo-
sures, cuts in waiting list services
and complex Trust “mergers”
which will close still more front-
line beds. In South West London
alone more than 200 beds have

closed since last winter, bringing

the danger of even longer agony on

trolleys for patients requiring

emergency admission this winter.
Meanwhile the defensive and se-

cretive attitude of the new govern-

ment on health policy issues is

‘underlined by the refusal to pub-
lish the report of the Independent

Review into London’s NHS com-

missioned during the summer by
Alan Milburn. -

The report, completed on Octo-
ber 31, has been given directly to
ministers, who have said they will
not publish it until at least January,
although .it is expected that selec-
tive “leaks” to trusted journalists

(quite possibly the Guardian, which

supports the closure of London
hospitals) will enable them to test

‘publicreaction to any controversial

proposals. -
The delay will mean even more
beds will already have closed before
the report is unveiled: already the
promised “moratorium” on Lon-
don hospital closures has become a
laughing stock, with Queen Ma-
ry’s, Roehampton, Guy’s Hospital

and ‘Queen Elizabeth’s children’s

hospital all rushed towards closure

while the Review panel was deliber-

ating.

London Health Emergency has
urged the immediate publication of
the London Review, and warned of
the dire consequences if any fur-
ther acute hospital beds are allowed
to close in the capital. |

Ignore
these
doctors’
orders!

THE TOTAL political naivete
of NHS consultants is un-
derlined by two recent re-
ports calling for fewer,
higger hospitals.

One is published by the
Royal Colliege of Surgeons
and the other hy the BMA.

The RCS calls for general
hospitals to serve much

| larger catchment popula-

tions. Their pians could halve
the number of acute hospi-
tais.

But while they call for
motre consultants, the Royal
Coilege do not even mention
the numbers of beds that
would be needed: as a result,
their proposals are being ea-
gerly exploited by Trust and
health authority bosses seek-
ing to cut costs through
mergers and hed closures.

There ts a real danger that

- these abstract and impracti-

cal ideas could trigger even
greater cuthacks in heds -
reducing hospitals to no
more than emergency care.

|

ment Ministers are holding a

‘Social Summit’ to discuss how

to implement the measures on -
employment that were agreed ﬁ
at the Amsterdam Summit in
- June.

These measures are extremely
weak and did not contain any extra

spending to create jobs. On the [
other hand the Amsterdam Treaty
incorporated both the Maastricht
 Treaty and the Dublin Stability
Pact with all their austerity meas-

ures in preparation for the Euro-
pean single currency scheduled to
start on January 1 1999 .

- These measures require all gov-

~ ernments in the European Union
to reduce their budget deficits, and

is resulting in huge cuts in welfare,

- education and health spending.
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All of this adds to Europe’s exist-
ing estimated total of 20 million

unemployed and 50 million living
-~ 1n poverty. Gordon Brown re-

mains commitied to Maastr-icht

‘Renault workers joined the 50,000 on the march through Amsterdam

" and Amsterdam even though he

says he doesn’t intend to take Brit-
ain into EMU just yet — which is
why he has made it clear that many

- more cuts are on their way.

" The fightback has begun Over |
the last two years we have seena
1 . massive wave of strikes and dem-
1 ‘onstrauons across Europe. |
-4 Frenchlorry drivers are back m"-- B
k{  ‘the news again as Jospin trfes 16
4 -wriggle out of .the concessions ' 'u
 made by the prevmus govemment |

last time round. »
* The Prodi. govemment in Italy

may have survived this time but
= ,:g’fﬁ}f}ﬁfﬁ:;'5:?' - -this doesn’t ' mean all is plain sail-

ing from now on either for them or
any other European government.
- Between April and June last

year the Euromarches against Un-

employment, Job Insecurity and

Social Exclusion marched across

17 European countries calling for
jobs and welfare, culminating in a
50,000 strong demonstration in
Amsterdam and forcing unem-

ployment onto the European

agenda

The CGT, the main tradeunion =
federation in France, has called for
- @ ‘massive demonstration in Lux-

.embourgon Nevember 20 to de-

‘mand redl measures to combat -

unemployment - including the in-

w8duction ofa35hourweekacross

Europe.
Not wanting to be left behind
again, the European Trade Union

Congress ( which includes the
‘British TUC) has backed the call.

The Euromarch campaign, in-
cluding activists from Britain is
supporting this action.

Measures are being taken to get
sympathetic labour movement
bodies to organise transport, in-

cluding for unemployed people. .

For further details or to book a seat
ring: Glen Voris, St Helen’s TUC
Resource Centreon (01744 755889
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Youth face New (Slave) Labour
Raw Deal for

young jobless

George Thompson

In April 1998 youth unem-
ployed for six months or more will
be forced to join Labour’s employ-
ment scheme, New Deal or lose
their dole. |

The supposed aim of New Deal
is to remove a generation from the
unemployment register but its
likely result is to create a cheap
pool of labour.

The government is spending
£3.5 billion on the programme,
but very little money will reach the
pockets of the young participants.
Most of it will go in huge handouts
- to bosses to subsidise them for em-
- ploying young jobless at pay little

‘more than their Job Seekers
Allowance.
It has been trumpeted that the

jobless participants will have four
~ options under New Deal, but this
is a myth. Full-time educa-

-tion/training option for up to 12
~ months will really only be open to

youth who have qualifications be-

bly the good causes promoted by
these voluntary organisations do
not include helping the young un-
employed or fighting poverty.

The final option is working for
the private or public sector. For at
least six months youth can be paid
as little as £60 for full time work —
but still have no guarantee of a job
at the end of a placement.

Labour’s local authorities are
willing partners in crime in New
Deal hoping to gain cheap recruits
to make up for staff lost in years of
cutbacks.

Elderly care

Already under previous work-
fare schemes like Project Work,
UNISON has criticised jobless
people being compelled to work in
areas like elderly homes where
lives are at risk if people are not
properly motivated or trained to
do the job.

Rodney Bickerstaffe, in a rare

criticism of New Deal from a trade

The Left has also been slow to
criticise it. Amazingly a publica-
tion of the Socialist Party domi-
nated Left Unity in the CPSA gave
it “a cautious welcome”. Also some
members of the Campaign Group
of Labour MPs have been taken in,
including Alice Mahon, who be-
lieves it will provide ‘meaningful
work’. -

Although there is a huge swathe
of opinion which currently sees
New Deal as the best thing since
sliced bread, that will not always be
the case. Socialists should link yp
with the unemployed and workers
in the Employment Service who
will particularly be hit by the New
Deal.

It has brought the ES no more
money for pay or staff and is an-
other step towards its privatisa-
tion. Potential strike action in
London by ES workers will high-
light these issues.

Minimum wage
We should demand a minimum
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4 low N/SVQ Level 2. union leader, attacked the scheme
S - which will not pay a minimum  wage for all workers irrespectiveof . | |
Environment wage to youth. He was reacting thembeingonschemesornot. The  The answer was simple: but instead Labour is making matters worse

Another option of working full
time for your JSA on an Environ-
mental Task Force is even less ap-
‘pealing when one of the stated
projects will be reclamation of

derelict or waste land (ie weeding).

~ The third ‘choice’ is to work for
your JSA as free ‘volunteers’ for
voluntary organisations. Presuma-

against the real danger that cur-
rent employees will be sacked and
replaced by*the cheaper young
casuals. .

- Although the TUC opposed ver-
bally Project Work it has nothing
but praise for Labour’s equivalent,
even when its been locked out of
discussions on New Deal.

Labour government should use
the money to reverse previous cuts
in JSA so young people have the re-
sources to finance their own job-
searching.

Trade unions should be able to
have some input into well financed
voluntary schemes which have al-
ways been oversubscribed by the

unemployed.

Cash starved local authorities
and public services should be
given the resources for the crea-
tion of decent paid jobs paid by
higher taxes on bosses who have

made vast profits by sacking peo-

ple in recent years. ,

New Deal is a huge waste of
money and a colossal waste of the
talents of young people. Pressure
should be put on the trade union
and Labour leaders to offer them
more than this raw deal.

Ll

~|Build on the
~|success of the
|Euromarch

Alan Thornett

AN ENTHUSIASTIC Report
Back Conference from the
European Marches took
place in Luxembourgon 4
and 5 October.

| 30 delegates came from cam-
paigns in Britain, Spain, France,
Germany, Holland, Denmark, Swe-
den, Belgium, Luxembourg, Greece
and ltaly. There was positive feed-
back from both the marchers
themselves and from the demon-

stration of 50,000 in Amsterdam in
June.

The conference discussed the fu-
ture of the campaign and how the
success of Amsterdam could be

built gn. It took tf:je dr\elcmon ::(o .;et government in June 1998, The plan is to have an interrllia_» | | b éfen'an ini.tial meeting of the vari- currency and the basis on which -
up a European wide Network o These are important initiatives. tional demonstration in Cardiff and =~ OUS €ampaigns against Maastricht this should take place, ie on the RS
the%?:m!?lloyidband Excluded. The Luxembourg demonstration s possibly a counter summit as well, -~ and the single currency, convened basis of a progressive non-- 5
Wit not be a néw organisa- : ' ' i wnd an by Alan Simpson. nationalist campai ludi 4
. | o . the first time that the European The shape of this will depend on Y P paign, excluding By
tion, but a coordination of organisa- P °P P - Most of the campaigns were the Tory right. Eﬁ

tions, campaigns and individuals
who supported the marches to
Amsterdam. It will be broad and
inclusive network and will operate
on the basis of consensus.

One of its priorities will be to

campaign against the effects of the
single currency and decisions of the
European Union which create un-
employment and affect the ex-
cluded.

The conference discussed sev-
eral international initiatives and the
possibility of another major
Europe-wide demonstration, per-
haps in Germany in 1999 under the
presidency of the EU. |

Two mobilisations were agreed

- for the coming year. The first is to

support the demonstration at the
Luxembourg Jobs Summit on No-
vember 20 this year supported by
the European TUC, and the second

to support events organised around

the Cardiff meeting of heads of

TUC has backed such a Europe
wide demo. .
True, they have callediton a

* minimal basis, but they are under

pressure from the French CGT.
The CGT has built the demo, and
intends to take 20,000 people on it,

and they are rais-
ing the issue of a
35 hour week.
The TUC in
Britain and its af-
filiates have been
forced to support
the demonstration
— although what it
will do to mobilise
for it is another
matter altogether.
The Cardiff
demonstration is an equally impor-
tant event. It will be the last major

meeting of EU heads of govern-

ment before the planned starting

date of European Monetary Union "

(EMU) in January 1999.

the alliance which comes together
to organise it, but the European
marches will give their full support.

In Britain, the debate on EMU is
pressing. On the one hand we have
had TUC leader John Monks

launching a campaign to get Britain

.into it as fast as pdssible, whilst fur-
ther progress has been made by the

campaigns inside seven unions argu-

ing against it.

In Britain there is another impor-

tant initiative as well. There has

there: GLAM (Greater London
Against Maastricht), TUSC (trade
Unions against the Single Cur-
rency), the People's Europe Cam-
paign, the Labour Euro Safeguards

Campaign and the Campaign For an

Independent Britain as well as
the Euromarches.

- The main decision at the
meeting was on the need for an
effective coordination of those
campaigning against the single

A further meeting has been
arranged at which a political
platform for such a non national-
st coordination will be dis-
cussed.







