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‘2 SOCIALIST OUTLOOK

Flght now for NUT strlke vote on pay formula'

Let’s teach Mr Blunkett a lesson'

By a delegate to NUT
conference

"THE ISSUE of Performance }
Related Pay (PRP) dominated the

teaching union conferences held
over Easter weekend. This 1ssue
is at the core of the government’s

proposals in the Green Paper on

teachers’ pay and conditions..
The largest teaching union, the
National Union of Teachers

(NUT) voted to
oppose the Green Paper and to

~initiate a campaign to boycott

appraisal and for a one day strike.

Appraisals are 1mportant, as
they will be the way that teachers
are selected to receive additional
payments related to performance.
The National Association of
Schoolmasters & Union of
Women Teachers (NASUWT)

leadership have taken a

conciliatory position towards

the linking of appraisal and pay,
whilst the moderate Association
of Teachers and Lecturers (ATL)

made unusually militant-sound-

ing noises from its conference in

Harrogate.

Socialist Qutlook teachers are
active in the NUT.

The government’s immediate
aim is to divide and therefore
weaken the response of the teach-
ers’ unions. In this they are being
aided by newspapers like The
Guardian, which has attacked the
NUT’s approach.

NUT activists need to reach out
to rank and file members of the

New Labour — New

Privatisation!

Andy Richards, Convenor -
Business Services Dept.
Brighton and Hove Council.
COUNCIL TAX and Benefit work-
ers in Labour-controlled Brighton
and Hove Council have reacted
with deep anger to a proposal to
privatise the service. They have
voted unanimously” for an indus-
" trial action ballot if the proposal is
not scrapped.

For over a year Brlghton and
Hove, as a “Best Value” pilot
authority, has been working with
three other nearby councils on
increasing joint working to save
money. The ultimate aim was to
create a joint processing centre. All

-along we were assured that we.
would remain local government-

employees 1n a public sector organ-
1sation.

Turn-around

Just a few weeks ago there was a
sudden turnaround and 1t was pro-
posed that the joint centre would
be run by a company which would
be controlled by Capita, a firm long

regarded by UNISON members as a

bad employer running poor services.
It 1s also proposed that the joint
service be relocated to Falmer, on

the outskirts of Brighton, and be

run as a call centre.

There has been no consultation ~ ready to strike to protect this vital

with what Best Value jargon calls
the ‘stakeholders’ (the staff and the
service users); despite this being
supposedly a requirement of the
Best Value process. Even most
members of the Labour group on
the council did not know about this
unti} we told them. |

Council leader Steve (Lord) Bas-
sam, actually works as a consultant
for Capita. He claims to have
recently resigned, but the employ-

ATL & NASUWT as part of our
campaign. There are clearly thou-

-sands of NASUWT members

who are deeply unhappy with any
suggestion of linking appratsal
and pay..

Education Secretary David
Blunkett addressed NUT conter-
ence — the same conference that,
two years ago gave him a standing
ovation. This year, Blunkett got a
much, much cooler reception,

with only a very lukewarm round

of applause from a minority of
conference.

Provocative

Blunkett was deliberately
provocative, and seemed. deter-
mined to portray himself as
standing up to the ‘dangerous

militants’ of the NUT. He had lit-

tle, if anything, to offer to dele-

gates. |
Teachers are massively disillu-
sioned with the education poli-

ment is still listed in the House of
Lords Register of Interests! |

The workers held a meeting
immediately (practically all 200
attended), and launched a cam-
paign against the proposals. We
have lobbied the councillors,
leafleted the town and built sup-

- port from other members of our
branch and other trade unionists'in
" the town. The offices are festooned

with anti-Capita posters.
Regrettably  the  UNISON
branches in the other three coun-
cils, Lewes, Tandridge and
Wealden, are offering no resis-

‘tance,  but we will try to maintain

contact with staff in those authori-
ties who we know to be . deeply
unhappy with these proposals.

We have done research on Capita
and have uncovered an horrific tale
of poorly-run services with huge
delays in benefit payments and
contracts not being renewed
because Capita’s services have actu-
ally cost more and been less effi-
cient than the in-house service.

We-have the support of a number

~of Labour councillors who are

angry that thev have been left in
the dark over this proposal and we
hope that there will be at least some
opposttion in Council. But if that
1s not enough to stop it we are

public service.
This proposal represents the
largest contract of 1ts kind ever put

“together, and it is in keeping with
New Labour’s desire to regionalise

benefits processing. If we lose,
other public sector workers had
better watch out!

B For more information and mes-
sages of support, phone Andy

Richards on 01273-291799 or 012753
- 416566.

| | Industrial
=3 action seems 1o

thing the

._ NUT’s
dynamic Doug
McAvoy finds
" hard to

cies of New Labour, although

around 60% vote for them. Not
only do teachers continue to feel
denigrated by government, they
also are witnessing policies that
are more in keeping with Conser-
vative philosophy. |

Extra funding has been
announced but it is almost
invariably linked to some specific
limited initiative of the govern—
ment. |

So govemment fundmg has
been made available to the 25
Education Action Zones (EAZs),
but that money has not been felt
at the chalkface. There have not
been reductions in class size 1n
the EAZ areas which are, by and
large, in the most deprived areas

of England.

MSF caught up in sleaze row

- on!

MSF conference in May will
take place under unusual cir-
cumstances, reports VERON-
ICA FAGAN.

Assistant General Secretary
John Chowcatt has been sus-
pended — for making allega-
tions of serious financial
malpractice against General
Secretary Roger Lyons and
Head of Finance Nelson
Mendez — who have themselves

suffered no sanction.

This is hardly the treatment
one should expect from a union

‘which has set itself up as the

champion of whistle blowers.
Union President Dave Cook

be the only

~inner-cities.

swallow

Strmlarly, teachers have reacted
with hostility to proposals for
extra funding for small groups of
children, whether year 6 booster
classes or “bright” kids from the
As NUT delegates

pointed out, what is needed 1s

" increased funding for all schools

and decent pay for all teachers.
Running through  several

- debates was the attitude of the
union to New Labour. On several

issues, EAZs, Private Finance
Initiative (PFI) and Fairness at
Work, the differences were stark.

The left argued successfully for
outright opposition to PFI and
EAZs whilst, of course, accepting

‘that members working within

EAZs or in PFI-funded schools
needed union support. In both
cases, the union leadership tried
to win conference to a position
that accommodated to New
Labour.

A similar divide was very appar-
ent on the issue of Employment
Rights and an Executive Priority

- Motion on Falrness at Work,

however due to time pressures no
policy was passed on this issue.
The conference took place in
the run-up to the election for the
post of General Secretary of the
NUT. There are two candidates,
incumbent Doug McAvoy and
left-winger Christine Blower.

has issued circulars stating
that the allegations were
unfounded, but this is after a
supposedly “independent
investigation” — by part of the
firm that is the union’s audi-
tors. They would say this,

wouldn’t they - given the fact

that they have already signed
the accounts?

Worse, Cook is now tellmg
branch and regional activists
that the matter cannot be dis-
cussed at all within the union.

Apparently it is OK for the
General Secretary to be quoted
in a Sunday paper, but not for
members to ask what is going

So__;clallstOu.tlook supporters are
calling for a vote for Christine
Blower, as are all sections of the
left in the union. Whilst McAvoy
clearly remains favourite, an elec-
tion campaign fought during a
period of industrial action may
work to the ieft’s advantage.

However, a very careful watch
needs to be kept on Doug

| McAvoy He 1s entlrely capable of

talking left to win re-election

‘whilst sunultaneously preparing

the ground for a sell-out behind
the scenes with Blunkett.
An amendment demandmg a

special one day conference was

unfortunately lost, this would
have been a useful way of keep-
ing pressure on the leadership.
Activists in the NUT will return
from conference with the task of
ensuring a massive yes majority
in the vote to strike and boycott
appraisal. | |
The government has trled to
head off this action by announc-
ing a delay in the introduction of

compulsory appraisals linked to

pay. Voluntary appraisals will
start after the summer.

- The NUT campaign must go
ahead, and there 1s a real opportu-
nity for activists to hold meetings
in a very wide range of schools
on this 1ssue.

-

Politically it would be diffi cult
to get a cigarette paper
between the two main protago-
nists, Lyons and Chowcatt -
and the same can be said on
the level of personal integrity.

But while there is no basis to
decide whether the allegations
are correct, there is every basis
to demand a full, independent
enquiry and equal treatment of
both sides in the meantime.

~ This, and the conclusion that

both bureaucrats cannot sur-
vive will be the basis of the

left’s campaign in the run up to

conference.

RMT elections signal steps
forward for left collaboration

Paul Fleet

JIMMY KNAPP has been returned as -

General Secretary of the RMT. After
a hard campaign, left challenger,

Greg Tucker polled 34% of the vote.

His election campaign marked a wel-
come sign of unity on the left with
every major current participating in
It. -
Despite Knapp's claim to have
inflicted a “major defeat for those on
the ultra-left”, the vote for an openly
hard left candidate must be seen as a

- serious message that RMT members
- are dissatisfied with the way that the

union is being run.

The election for Assistant General
Secretary is now to be re-run after
irregularities in the ballot papers
sent out to members.

The GS vote shows that a serious
upset is still within the reach of the
left. If the RMT is to be turned into a
fighting union it is important that
RMT activists redouble their efforts
to see Pat Sikorski elected. |

We asked Greg Tucker what he
thought of the elections.

“I want to thank all those activists

~ throughout the Union who helped

me in my campaign. Over the elec-
tion | was able to travel around the
country talking to RMT members. It
is clear that many are very frustrated
by the way the Union squanders the
loyalty and goodwill of members.

“While there is a will to fight back
against the attacks being made on us
by the privatised companies, too
often, our Union is dodging the
issues and backing away from stand-
ing up for our members.

“What we need is a both a new
ieadership at national level - | hope

“everyone will be working to get

Patrick elected - and a new spirit in
our ranks. The time is right for
activists to get together to organise
so that our Union can fight forour
members’ interests.

“We need officials who give a lead,
so it is important that when posi-

~tions come up for election we cam-

paign for candidates who will
“orgamse rather than “compro-
mise”. But we also need the rank
and fi e f ighting to hoid them to

account. Such organisation amongst
ordinary members must be our pri-
ority.

“I am glad to say that through the
campaign behind my candidature we
have been able to lay the ground-
work for rebuilding rank and ftle CO-
ordination.

“I am disgusted with the way that
the AGS election is being run. Head
Office clearly failed to set out the
ballot papers properly. Members

“were clearly confused about how to

vote. But instead of immediately re-
raning the election, the Executive
tried to close its eyes to the prob-
lem and carry on regardiess.

“Now that they have been forced
to see sense they are trying to blame
Patrick for pointing out their errors.
This is utter hypocrisy.

“Instead of launching a witch-hunt
against Patrick they should be apolo-
gising for having wasted up to |
£40,000 of RMT members’ contribu-

tions.

“This is just another reason why
we need to see a change at the top
of our Union.”
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NY SOCIALIST worthy of the
name ought to feel revulsion,

agery of Slobodan Milosevic
and his regime’s reactionary

determination to subjugate the people of

Kosova.

The Serbian regime’s record of support
for ethnic cleansing, and the use by Ser-
bian nationalists of the most barbaric
methods to drive out other nationalities in
Bosnia give additional credence to what
sometimes seem to be exaggerated media
reports of events 1n Kosova.

In a humanitarian disaster, hundreds

“have been killed and hundreds of thou-
sands have become refugees in the course
of the Serbian attack. Thousands of Koso-
var men have been arrested by Serbian
forces; from the experience of Bosnia, we
can assume that many have been summar-
“1ly executed.

This is the latest stage in Slobodan Milo-

outrage and anger at the sav-
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sevic’s efforts to achieve a ‘Greater Serbia’, f& =

which began in Kosova ten years ago and
has caused devastation in all parts of for-
mer Yugoslavia.

The exodus of what has become a tldal
wave of refugees began before the NATO
bombing, and now appears to have evacu-
ated whole areas of Kosova.

The pictures of the crowds of d1splaced
and uprooted people being herded about
by hostile soldiers and police in Macedo-
nia, crammed into comfortless camps, and
distraught families force-marched onto
planes to be flown out to unknown distant
destinations have triggered a wave of pub-
lic sympathy in Britain — as shown by the
huge response to the appeal by the leading
charities for funds to aid the refugees.

It is inevitable that under such pressure,

socialists' will want not just to denounce
what is happening, but want to do some-
thing to stop Milosevic.

his is why many people who
would normally be seen as

imperialist alliances have gone
along with the NATO |
bombardment of Serbia, and
why some, notably Ken Liv-
ingstone, have gone even
further, and called for a

ground war, in which
NATO troops drive the

opponents of imperialism and

it is
inevitable that
under such pressure,
socialists will want not

.Serb solduers (above) are fully-armed but NATO

says no to arming the KLA resistance

its survival — like a grotesque land-locked
Jersion of “Fortress Falklands™ in the east-
ern part of Europe.

The fighting of a land war would
inevitably kill or displace even more of the
remaining Kosovar population, with the
likely end result being a massively-
guarded “Fortress Kosova”, containing
troops from the US and several European
countries — but few if any Kosovars.

Any refugees who could be enticed back

to the smouldering ruins of their home-
and any “government” they .

land
might be allowed to form — would
be subject to the political dic-
tates of their NATO sponsors.
The record of western capi-
tal 1n investing even 1n rel-
atively advanced East

Serbians out of Kosova. S RN [ LI )[R -1 M EY European economies such

* The irony of socialists

looking to an imperialist
military alliance - the
one which brought us the.
spiralling costs of Trident and
the controversial stationing of
nuclear-armed US Cruise missiles 1n
Europe — to secure human r1ghts may seem
strange enough.

As Geoff Ryan points out (p7) NATO has

never taken any stance in-support of demo-
cratic rights. Nor, as Tariq Ali has argued,
(pl1) have the leading imperialist powers
shown any willingness to support struggles
against dictatorial regimes. More often the
US has been urging butchers like Suharto
and of course Pinochet to crack down on
popular movements.

But the idea that the mobilisation of
massive imperialist land army to ﬁght 1ts
way into Kosova could in any way win the

national self-determination of the Koso-

vars 1s even more bizarre.

Even assuming that the angrv Russians
stood bv and allowed this new ironial
arrack on :ts Serbian allies. and that the

LI o Vel - T W Sl T A 'N*v-v-'-,;"l - N
m‘ﬁ-bu‘““: }hﬁﬁ-\r*:?*‘-—l-l' —lid & e i ‘LLAU*‘-—.&-"

Bat

. e g e W A e ™ W W e g

ph m w W W A e w

happening, but want to
do something to stop
Milosevic.

as Poland suggests that
there would be little if any
injection of resources to
rebuild the country or its econ-
“omy. The best job prospects for
Kosovars returning “home” would be
servmg burgers and refuelling planes and
tanks in what would have to be a perma-
nent and huge NATO garrison.

stralghtforward military vic-
tory is by no means guaranteed,
however. This would be no re-
run of Operation Desert Storm.
As many as 200,000 troops
would be required — equipped with heavy
armour and artillery — and they would
need to fight their way in over difficult
mountainous terrain, with long and awk-

ward supply lines, using surroundi‘ng.

countries as little more than a thorough-
fare. | | -

The Greek government, the most unreli-
able of the NATO alliance on the Kosova
issue, has from the beginning called tor a
halt to the bombing. Without Greek sup-
port. the onlv obvious access to Kosova i1s

-~rougk Albania, which has already
-Z:-22 NATO urntrammelled access to 1ts
TETTIIII EDZ zIT-STEIR IO prosecute the war
iTp T3t Tme SaTme - SO wmIlnozs ozoresils
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"Why NATO is a problem,
er for Kosova
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seems destined to become another tame

NATO protectorate.
ar from representmg 2 “lesser
evil” or the “only way”, a land

invasion under the banner of

liberating Kosova would simply

compound the problem, and
wind up trampling on the national rights
of other peoples throughout the Balkans. It
would also represent a huge and open-
ended commitment for imperialism'
troops might fight their way in, but they

- could never be safely withdrawn.

The truth is often painful, and in this
case there is no easy answer for socialists.
The reality is that the liberation of Kosova
from the grip of Serbian repression and

the-.

ethnic cleansing can only be carried out by

the Kosovars themselves.

Yet far from offering a solution, NATO 1s
part of the problem: it continues to reject
calls to arm those dedicated to fighting for
an independent Kosova — the Kosova Lib-
eration Army.

Instead its clinical, high-alutude
blitzkrieg against an increasingly wide and
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NATO’s bombs are already hzttmg targets in Kosova a ground war would drive out more ¢ refugees

indiscriminate list of targets 1in Serbia and
Kosova is solidifying Milosevic’s support,
and making life in Kosova ever less viable.

‘From the start of the conflicts resulting
from Milosevic’s ambition to replace
Yugoslavia with a ‘Greater Serbia’, Social-
ist Qutlook has supported the right of self-
determination for all the peoples of the
region. - I |

That is why we call for the immediate
and unconditional withdrawal of Serbian
troops and police from Kosova.

We also support all efforts to maintain
genuine multi-ethnic communities in the
Balkans, and any moves towards a socialist
federation in the region. A socialist federa-
tion can only be established with the will
of the people, not 1mposed from out51de or
above

‘We demand the immediate cessation of
the bombing, and the withdrawal of all

NATO forces from the region. Support

must be stepped up for the multi-ethnic,
working-class resistance to chauvinism
and racism in former Yugoslavia and
across the Balkans. |

..
e
ATt
- . e . .
. . e e . " R
e I R N o n s e e o »
T
e
e

the




# SOCIALIST OUTLOOK

New A-Z of “Great British” chauvinism

Ceri Evans
THE ELECTION of Alun
Michael as Welsh Labour leader
had one immediate and spectacu-
lar result — Labour support in the
opinion polls dropped by a
remarkable 10 percent.

Peter Hain, Michael’s campaign

manager, was quick to blame thin

on the leadership campaign,
claiming that the party had been
“looking inwards ... (0 an excru-

ciating degree”. v
*In reality, it was not the leader-
ship contest that caused the drop
in .support, but rather the
undemocratic way in which 1t was
conducted, and the consequent
outcome. -

Most of the 10% transferred
their support to Plaid Cymru,
leaving Labour on 51%, Plaid on
23% and the Tories on 16%.

The response of the Labour
leadership was to launch a vitr1-
olic attack on Plad, entitled
“The A to Z of Nationalist Mad-
ness’ . |

This is a truly dreadful docu-

ment, reminiscent of the worst

kind of negative camp campaign-
ing conducted by the Conserva-

tives and the ‘No’ campaign

during the Assembly referendum.

It attacks Plaid Cymru for many
left-wing policies, which social-
ists in the Labour Party would
equally support, such as the aboli-
tion of student loans and pre-
scription charges. |

The document reaches the level
of farce with the final heading, “Z

is for zealots”, where Plaid are

attacked for wanting Wales to
have its own seat at the UN,
under the name Cymru, which
the document disparagingly

e —————————————————

' Ts Plaid a left alte

Recent events have led many
people to consider voting Plaid as
" a leftwing alternative to Labour.

In response 1t 1s not enough to

attack Plaid Cymru by counter-

posing socialist internationalism

to its Welsh nationalism. |

Internationalism has too often

heen used as a cover for the worst

inds of British chauvinism. And
. internationalist credenuals

the Labour Party are

y dubious indeed.

~ is necessary 1o

¢ at both the pos-

.. 2 and the nega-

politics.
The positive
aspects are 1is rejec-
tion of the centralist
British state, its long- __
standing anti-militarist and
pacifist tradition and its defence
of the Welsh language. |
'More negative is the widely
propagated view that policies
«made in Wales” will be inher-
ently better than those made “in
England”, and a consistent fail-
ure to identify international capi-
ralism as the real culprit in the
impoverishment of the people of

Wales.

~the right and the

Plaid
shares with
Labour a support
tive aspects of Plaid o IgRtyl Maastricht

| Treaty and the
single currency.

points out would fall between

Cuba and Cyprus.

‘While the “A to Z” 1s quick to
attack the Welsh nationalism of
Plaid Cymru, it makes no men-
tion of the British nationalism of
the Labour Party, which 1s ali too
ready to cloak itself 1n the union
jack, to talk of “One Nation
Labour”, and to parade bulldogs
in election broadcasts.

This latest campaign shown
clearly what Michael and Hain

mean by “a new, inclusive poli-.

tics in Wales™.
According to Hain., “It marks

the death knell of the weary, glad-

iatorial style of British politics,

where petty point scoring invari-.

ably triumgl;s over sensible

debate”. |
The “A-Z” is exactly that kind
of petty point-scoring and 1llus-

trates what the new “inclusive-

ness” really means: inclusive to
I.iberal
Democrats; abusive to the left, 1n
this case Plaid Cymru .'

“Many Labour supporters in
Wales were appalled by the bla-
tant stitch-up of the Labour lead-
ership. They should be equally

Other problems include the
extremely heterogeneous nature
of the party, particularly at local
government level, where it often
acts more as an anti-Labour bloc
than a socialist opposition.

On a European level, Plaid
shares with Labour a support for

the Maastricht Treaty and the

single currency. The contradic-

" tion between supporting mon-

_ etarist policies on a

European level and

Keynesian policies

on a Welsh level 1s
left unresolved.

As a result, there
has been no real
‘debate in Wales on
the future of the
European Union.
‘There is also a danger that

Plaid will not function as an
effective opposition in the
Assembly, given their stated alm
of trying to “make the Assembly
work”, in order to establish their
own legitimacy among the Welsh
people.

United socialists
The other group standing to the

left of Labour in the Assembly
elections are the United Social-
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the campaign.

This is no basis on which to

campaign for the Assembly, it
does nothing to foster the debates
needed in Wales or develop poli-
cies to answer people’s real con-
cerns — on jobs, education and the
health service.

The antics Labour’s leadership
have led many people to consider
abandoning the Party in disgust.

Socialist Outlook supporters
believe that this 1s premature.

Now is not the time to turn
away from Labour, when the
campaign against the right wing
leadership is only just beginning.

The events spurrounding the
leadership contest are only a fore-
taste of much bigger struggles to
come. |

It is vital that the left is fully
involved in these debates and

does not hand victory to the right

simply by walking away from the
Party at this stage.

This is why we call for a Labour
vote in these elections — with the
idea of giving Labour a clear
majority to ensure 1t can be held
accountable for its actions in gov-

ists, an electoral alliance com-

posed of the Socialist Party (for-

merly Militant), Cymru Goch,
the SWP and various non-aligned

“soclalists.

Socialist Outlook does not
believe that such a grouping
offers a credible alternative to
labour, not least because the
groups involved do not appreciate
the centrality and importance of
the Labour Party in Welsh poli-
t1Cs. |

Socialist Outlook supported the
establishment of the Welsh
Assembly, in part because of its
potential to reinvigorate Welsh
politics.

It has certainly begun to do this,
even of this is largely restricted to
a party-political level at present.
It is also a fact that despite recent

reverses, Labour retains the sup-

port of 50 percent of the Welsh
electorate.

This support expresses the
hopes and aspirations of working
class people in Wales for a better
society. The “yes” vote for the
Assembly was a vote for change —
and a Labour majority in the
Assembly must be forced to
deliver that change.

“‘rank and file candidate’ just

Labour’s NEC elections 99

Vote early, vote left!

Neil Murray

THIS YEAR'S election to the Con-

stituency section of the Labour
Party NEC is being held earlier
than previously, probably in May
and june.

Officially this is because the result
distracts attention from the key
issues at Party conference. The
Blair coterie was certainly upset
when the victory of four Grass-
roots Alliance candidates was
announced just before Blair’s
‘shirtsleeves’ session with dele-
gates at the beginning of last years
conference.

However, the cynical also believe
it is also because party structures
will be closed down for most of
April, all of May and part of june,
due to local, Scottish, Welsh and

 European elections, thus hindering

campaigning. It also helps Michael
Cashman, elected last year on the
Blairite slate, to stand again as a

before becoming an
MEP in a favoured
position on the
West Midlands list.

~ In order to deter
interest, the date
for nominations was
also brought forward
to April 9, something
not many activists found

- out easily.

At the time of going to press it
looks certain that all 6 Grassroots
Alliance candidates — Ann Black,
Bill Butler, Liz Davies, Mark Sed-
don, Christine Shawcroft and Pete
Willsman — will get the requisite
nominations (and more).

What is unclear is precisely what
the opposition is this year.

Diana Jeuda and Michael Cash-
man, the two succesful Blairites
last year, are standing again, but it

Last
year’'s result
was a product
of serious
campaigning by i Those electgd !ast year

activists

is unclear whether there are even

4 other Blairite candidates. There

is certainly no sign to date of
another ‘Members First’ campaign.
Maybe after last year’s debacle

“and the Welsh leadership election

the Blairites have decided they
have a better chance if they play
things low key. They want to
retain the two places they won last
year, but given that the NEC is so

" marginalised from decision-making

they can perhaps ‘live with’ having
four oppositions elected. |
This seems particularly so as they

currently have no real support
“among other NEC members.

Members of affiliated unions
should try to ensure that union
nominees are willing to challenge-
Blair and pressure is kept up on

NEC members to represent union

policy. |

Despite this marginalisation, it Is
important to use the election to
mount a campaign around
Labour’s policies and lack of
democracy, and to organise
those supporting the
Grassroots Alliance can-

didates.

the NEC to report what
goes on at meetings of what
is supposedly Labour’s top
body, and to campaign against
many of the policies of the leader-
ship. |

Last year’s result was a product

"~ of serious campaigning by rank and

file activists, circulating leaflets,
contacting party members, and
organising meetings at which the
candidates could put forward their
arguments.

Despite the elections, activists
should look to do the same, but
even more effectively, this year.

Decision

gt J ) Pete Firmin -
rn at lve ® | " The March Labour Party NEC yet

again had no proposals put to it on
the procedure for selecting the
Party’s candidate for London
Mayor. | |

No explanation is given for this,.
but there are several possible rea-
sons: the leadership do not want
bad publicity about carving out
Ken Livingstone in advance of the
many elections coming up; they
have not yet firmed up a loyal can-
didate: and they are hoping the
longer they postpone the issue the
greater the chance of it dyinga
death with the media. B

Although there has been specu-
lation that Mo Mowlem may stand,
prompted no doubt by Party insid-

_ers, Mowlem herself has given no

such indication. There are serious
obstacles to her standing, despite
her general popularity.

For a start, she has no connec-
‘tion with London. She probably

~ prefers to stay in the Cabinet,

hoping maybe to be Party leader
one day. She also has important
unfinished business in Ireland.
Rumours have it that the leader-
‘ship are failing back on Nick
Raynsford, the clone who is Minis-
ter for London.

Livingstone has done a good job

keeping the issue in the limelight.
The |,000-plus public meeting in
January was followed by a “Let

_ deferred
on London Mayor

Ken Stand” benefit, which raised
£10,000, and a series of hard-hit-
ting press adverts. Local meetings
are being planned by the campaign
across London.

Labour movement and other
bodies are being encouraged to
step up the flow of resolutions in
support of Livingstone’s right to

stand and ensure copies are sent

to him.

As well as passing resolutions
supporting his right to stand,
organisations should also make it
clear that they disagree with his
stand on the Balkan’s war, (see
p10) |

Meanwhile, the vetting process
for Labour candidates for the
Greater London Assembly has
shown once again what such pro-
cedures are about.

The self-nomination process was
claimed to assist in ensuring black
and women candidates are fully
represented: but many black Party
members have been told they
failed, again not.all of them by any
means left wingers.

While the leadership dithers
about the best way to exclude Liv-
ingstone with the least publicity,
Party activists must raise the tem-
perature, pointing out what has
happened around the GLA candi-
dates and broadening the support

~ for Livingstone's right to stand.




For Socialist
Umty 1n the

Elections

Dave Packer, London

Somallst Alliance.

oday the mood for co-
operation among the
socialist left by 1ts
various component
parts i1s unmistakable.
ThlS manifests itself in numerous
ways, including on the electoral
terrain. -

It is therefore a tragedy that the
Socialist L.abour Party (SLLP) and
its leader Arthur Scargill, have so
far remained silent on all appeals
and letters for a united platform
in the up-coming European Elec-

tions in June (See box for a recent

letter).

The political basis of unity of
course needs discussion, but we
see no grounds for pessimism on
this score. We in the Socialist
Alliance, which includes a num-

managed to develop in a com-
radely manner a joint anti-capi-
talist election programme and
other publicity material and
agreed on a broad outline of a
campaign.

Much more work still- needs to
be done, included raising money,
but we are all agreed that division
on the left only helps our ene-
mies, weakens our cause, empties
our pockets and divides our vote.
- We consider that in the

present
political climate it
1s essential that
the old sectarian
reflexes are LY
dumped and that
we build con-
‘structively on the
new mood that
eX1Sts. ,

This does not mean
abandoning principled debate in
a comradely manner or in the
appropriate place, on the con-

trary, we need to raise the level of

discussion to meet the challenges
before us. But it is essential

represent their inter-
‘ests.

SN - does not meet the
ber of far-left organisations, have - _

right-wing In
the present

right-wing
olitical climate it is
essential that the
old sectarian
- reflexes are
dumped

that the British left — notorious
throughout-Europe for 1ts sectari-
anism - begins to seriously
address this historic problem.

Today we must not only build
broad based united front cam- -
paigns in action, but we need to’.
electoral -

construct  united
alliances that can have an impact,

raise the banner of socialism and
offer a real political alterative to
‘the working class and its allies to

the capitalist offensive continued
by this “New Labour” govern-
ment. | |
‘Trade unionists, young people
the excluded and the doubly
oppressed i.e., the work-
ing class, stxll need an
independent voice to

Tony Blalr S agenda
needs of the working N

class. It combines mod-
ernisation of the capltallst

state (mainly in the interests of

capitalism) with a reactionary
social attack and erosion of the
historic g.lns of the working class
both here and in Europe.

hen combined
with the imposi-
‘tion of a bureau-
cratic  internal
regime inside the
Labour Party, which has
effectively evacuated
party democracy and
accountability, many
party members and
other socialists 1n
the unions and
among the existing
far-left, have begun to
seriously consider the
task of building a new
mass workers party.
There are many

ideas and

~strategies to discuss and test out,

and even greater objective diffi-
culties to overcome before such a
mass workers party can be built.

Nonetheless the new mood of co-
operation on the left, and the

practical emergence of several

networks and campaigning
alliances — not to be confused

- with single issue campaigns and
A
platform
obtaining 8%
of the vote In

London could
win a seat

movements — have been
established, and have
taken the discussion
forward on both a
political and organi-
sational level. (see
progress report on the
- London manifesto for
the European Elections
in June, in Socialist Out-

“look no 20, Dec.1998). |

At the national level, Socialist
Alliances recently held their
founding national conference 1n
Birmingham, which adopted a set
of political aims and a national
constitution.

This followed-on from a series
of well
national meetings, all of which
involved representatives from
local groups, individuals and
other socialist organisations.

We are still at a very early stage,
but reports from the regions
showed that some local Alliances
are beginning to do serious cam-
paigning activities, as well as
emulating the London Socialist
Alliance election initiative.

This latter has, over the past

several months, been establishing
itself 1n order to stand 1n London
in the European Elections. A suc-
cessful launch meeting was held
in Friends Meeting House at the

 beginning of the year.

ondon Socialist
Alliance has the sup-
port and sponsorship
of many experienced
‘trade unionists, cam-
paigners, socialist comedians,
media people and film makers
such as Ken Loach. More
recently in the West Midlands a
similar process has been repeated
with a slate headed by Dave Nel-
list of the Socialist Party.

These developments represent
an unprecedented co-operation

between left organisations and

groups, and are living examples
of the mood among activists as a
whole.

Unfortunately, despite appeals
and letters for unity to the SLI
they have so far refused to be part

‘of any electoral front — or to give

any political reasons for their 1so-
lationist stance.

One can only draw the conclu-
sion that, as on other occasions,

Newcastle, Apml 10: the UNISON march against low pay was dominated by the lcft underlmmg the need for unity

20,000 join demo
agamst poverty

wages

attended preparatory

fSlmon Dewlle
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Scarglll and the leadershtp of the
SLP reject such collaboration on

principle, even though the bene-

fits for developing class struggle
and rebuilding the left are obvi-

ous. |
- This year’s European election
will be the first in England and
Wales to be fought under a system
of proportional representation
(though one system will already

have been used in the Scottish
Assembly elections) .
This provides an opportumty

for socialists, A platform obtain-
ing around 8% of the vote in the

new London- wide eonsntuency
could win a seat. This is certainly
excluded now and in the future if

the left remains divided.

We have responded to this

'_opportumty bv establlshmg an

unprecedented alliance which

"includes the Independent Labour
Network, Socialist Workers Party,
‘Socialist
~ Socialist
Workers Liberty and the Com-
munist Party of Great Britain.

International
Alliance for

Party,
Group,

This alliance should include the

SLP London Socialist Alliance

appeals to the SLI to answer our
letters and clear the way to a com-
mon, united socialist slate tor
I.ondon.

B All enquiries about LSA,
sponsorships and donations to:

~Socialist Alliance, PO BOX

23323, London, SE16 1YR.
or ring 0171 582 9373, 0171 231

10415, or 0171358 0419







