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UNISON
members on April
10 Low Pay demo

Trusts say no on

| HEALTH workers are steaming

wild at the arrogant refusal by

- management and Labour minis-

ters to make any national pay

offer for working through the

millennium festivities. |
UNISON and the other health

unions had tabled a claim for a

flat rate £500 to be paid by all

staff working over the night of
the hyped-up holiday — modest in

comparison with some of the
deals being squeezed out of man-

agement in private industry and
the utilites. |

After a prolonged constipated
silence . the: NHS Executive
responded by insisting that there
should be no national-level deal,
leaving unions to negotiate piece-
meal with managemecent 1n each
local Trust. B

Mark Jansen

Prior to the general election. the
Labour leadership promised
‘fairness not favours’. This In
practice has meant a government

prepared o stand up to everyone

except the rich and powerful.
The most vicious attacks have

been saved for the most vulnera-

ble within society - first single

parents and then asylum seekers.

The focus of New ILabour’s
newest assault is people with dis-
abilities, as the government
draws up proposals to slash £750
million from disability benefits.

Up until now New Labour have
had an easy ride, being able to
force through parliament any-
thing they like with barely a
whimper of opposition from sup-
posedly left MPs (not a single
Labour MP was prepared to vote
against the Asylum and Immaigra-
tion Bill at its second reading).

Refusal

Alistair Darling’s refusal to
accept any amendments to the
current proposals may have laid
the basis for the most significant

rebellion within the Labour

ranks to date.

A dozen national charities have
withdrawn from the govern-
ments Disability Benefits Forum,
complaining that they have sim-
ply been used to give credibility
to a government policy that they
disagrec with, whilst the govern-
ment has refused to take any
notice of their input into the

Labour attacks
disability rights

This was enough to convince
UNISON’s health conference to
ignore the platform’s call for
moderation and vote 3-1 for a bal-
lot on strike action over the two
days of the millennium weekend.

Since then, it has all gone very
quiet at UNISON Head Office:
but NHS management have
sensed that union officials are a
soft touch by putting the boot in.
One major Trust, the Oxford

~Radclifte Hospitals, has just
announced that 1t will pay no
more than basic Bank Holiday
enhancements for staff who turn
up to work while all their friends
and relatives are welcoming in
the next century. -

Personnel boss Mike Fleming,
apparently oblivious to massive
vacancy rates and staff turnover,

forum. | - |
Organisations such as RNIB,
Scope, ‘the National Association
of CABs and the Royal National
Institute for Deaf people no
longer feel they can participate in -
the government forum. -
Some 67 Labour MPs have
stated their oppdsition to'two key
- points to the Welfare reform Bill:
the means testing of benefits for
anyone with a pension of over
£50 per week, and the ending of
Incapacity Benefit for anyone
who hasn’t paid National Insur- |
ance for two years.

Tories

Many disabled people _havel
already been forced oft benefits
through counter-reforms under
the Tories and the introduction
of the hated All Works Test.

Whilst 1t 1s encouraging that a
number of Labour MPs have
tsated their opposition to the
government, Darling has said
that he will not back down.

It 1s absolutely vital that a mass
campaign 1s built to ensure that
the MPs vote against the Bill,
that can win the support of a
much wider layer of MPs and
that can force the government to
back down.

The Disability Action Network
is already preparing to campaign
against the bill with direct action
tactics. Disability organisations,
Trade Unions, Labour Parties

-and Benefits Rights organisa-
tions can form a powerful
alliance that could force a retreat..
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insisted that the Trust would
depend on the “public service”
ethos of health workers.

One London Trust has offered
different patronsing approach,
trying to fob staff off with a hand-
out of tickets to the Millennium

Dome instead of a decent pay
packet.
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The NHS London Region is

seeking to take some of the heat

out of staff anger by offering doc-
tors and nurses a £150 bonus for
the Millennium Eve: even this

~would cost £7m across the capi-

tal, and raise financial problems

for cash-strapped Trusts.
As the NHS heads for a nervous

winter, the one certain factor is
that while the sky is apparently

the limit for pay rises in the

boardroom and private industry,
anything more than a pat on the
head is apparently too much for
the staff who keep front-line pub-
lic services running.
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‘Greater London Assembly candidates

National Assembly Against Racism,

Reject the Millbank fix!

Neil Murray
THE LIST of Labour’s ‘approved’

- candidates for the new Greater

London Assembly has recently
been released, and it makes dismal
reading. Rather than seeking nomi-
nation from constituencies and
trade unions, those wanting to be
candidates merely had to put
themselves forward.

A panel then looked at the nomi-
nation papers, invited some to
interview, and drew up a list after
hearing appeals against rejection.

The system was a fix from the
start. Self-nomination was suppos-
edly to ensure a better ethnic and
gender mix of candidates. In fact
only 27% of those on the list are
women. Rather self-nomination
and vetting was designed to
ensure that left and independent-
minded candidates who might be
popular in the party could not get
onto the assembly.

The vetting panel established by
the Greater London Labour Party
Board was stacked with Blairites,
supplemented with ‘independents’
such as arch witch -hunter joyce
Gould. Candidates had to submit
papers spelling out, among other

~ things their “life experience” and

“vision for London".

Many were rejected for having
the “wrong kind” of life experi-
ence and vision for London,
despite the Party never having
spelt out what was expected. Oth-
ers were rejected for not submit-
ting sufficient information, despite
it never having been made clear
how much was expected.

The vetting panels supposedly
looked at nominees papers “blind”
(without knowing the names), but
it does not take a genius to read
such a submission and work out
the politics and even identity of
the candidate.- =~

All this is an attempt to cover up

- political decisions with pseudo sci-
~ence.

Among those rejected for inclu-
sion in the list are Geoff Martin,
London Region convenor of UNI-
SON, and Christine Shawcroft, 13

years a Councillor in Tower Ham-

(!
.0:::\:

Deselected — but elected: Canavan

lets. Also rejected are some right
wingers obviously.deemed too

independently-minded, and some
who have spent at least a decade

~ doing the Labour leadership’s bid-

ding, but are obviously still not to
be trusted because they were left

‘wingers in the early ‘80s. -

But it is among black candidates
that the list is so obviously politi-
cally biased. While the list does
include black candidates such as
journalist Trevor Phillips, it
excludes several who actually have
a record of buitding black and anti-
racist organisations.

Kumar Murshid, Tower Hamlets

councillor and chair of the

. is excluded, as is Raj Jethwa, the
London Labour Party’s own Ethnic

Minorities Officer. |
The most hypocritical decision of

allis to include Kathryn Smith,

Bexley Labour Group leader,
despite a reported admission that
her membership was not continu-

ous for 12 months, while exclud-

ing Lee Jasper, Chair of Operation

Black Vote for the same reason.
The list does, however, include 8

Council leaders, obviously looking
for a step up the career and earn-
ings ladder. Overall the list is

- bland, with an extremely limited

political range.

The nomination process for can-
didates is due to start in June with
trade union and constituency
branches making nominaticns to
constituency parties. Instead,
branches should refuse to nomi-

‘nate from this sanitised list and
send in resolutions condemning

the whole procedure and calling
for the process to be re-opened.
Activists should point to the elec-
tion results in Wales and Scotland
(particularly Dennis Canavan’s) as

- showing how such manipulation

only rebounds against the party.
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party with an overall
majority. The failure
of Labour to win a majority in
Wales was more surprising, show-
ing the extent of the backlash
against the failure of the Labour
government to deliver any
improvements to depressed
Wales and the resentment at the
virtual imposition of Alun

Michael on rthe Welsh Labour

Party and vo:ors.
After .he results were deciared
the horse-trading was in the

s expected the elec-
- tions to the Scottish-
Parliament left no

Operi Mi’chael"*s’f‘ét
this may be because the Assem-
bly, unlzke the Scottish Parlia-
ment, cannot pass legislation

'rather_ than for principled rea-

SOTIS.
Negotiations between Donald

'Dewar and the Scott1sh Liberal

Democrats began well before

polling day. It looked briefly as if

they might flounder on the Lib-
eral Democrats opposition to stu-
dent tuition fees. However, for

the sake of having a couple of

ministers the Liberals have caved
in and accepted an indeperdent |

o

"his mind
against any coalition in Wales -

review which W1ll be bmdmg on.
the coalition. |

The irony of [hlS 1S thls that if
the Liberal Democrats were
really concerned to scrap tuition
fees, they could have ensured
they were voted down 1n the Par-
liament, given that all the parties

except Labour committed them- -

selves to abolishing them. Such 1s
the price of principle. |
Socialists are opposed 1n princi-
ple to workers’ parties forming
coalitions with bourgeois parties.
While the Labour Party remains

based on the unions i1t 1s stll a
workers’ party, even with its cur-

“ Don’t soft peddle on

rights of Kosovars!

DEMONSTRATIONS are growing
against NATO’s war in the
Balkans, but the anti-war move-
ment, as led by the Committee for
Peace in the Balkans, continues to
have a major failing, not least if it is
to win over those who, up to

now, have swallowed NATO’s line

about conducting a “humanitarian”
war. |

It is not just that its sole slogan,
“Stop the Bombing” fails to
address Milosevic’s crimes against
the Kosovan people, but at meet-

ings and rallies few, if any, of the

official speakers even mention this
Issue. |

By concentrating almost exclu-
sively on the suffering of the Serbs
without mentioning the Kosovans,

they come across as apologists for

Milosevic.

This in turn gives a Ieg;tlmacy to
those Serbs in Britain (by no
means all) who vehemently
oppose any criticism of the Ser- .
bian government and its ethnic -
cleansing. |

On both national demonstrations
there has been a small counter-
picket by Kosovans. Holding KLA -
placards, but also NATO, U.S. and
British flags, these show the illu-
sions most Kosovans currently
have in NATO saving them from
Serbia’s repression. |

But the outrageous response
they get from sections of the
demonstration is to chant “Kosovo
is Serbian”.

Sections of the demonstrations

‘which have raised slogans in sup-

port of the Kosovans as well as
"Stop the Bombing’ have been
subject to verbal abuse and threats
of violence. "
Although these problems are not
present on the same scale in every
local campaign, it does mean that
at its heart the movement cannot
address the concerns of those |
appalled at the plight of the Koso-

vans in Kosova and the camps.
Nor can there be any dialogue
with the Kosovans themselves
who, wrdtgly but understandably,
see NATO as their saviour.
Because of this organisations

~ have come together in a loose

coordination around the slogans

“Stop the Bombing, NATO out of

the Balkans”, “Stop the Ethnic

- Cleansing, Self-determination for

Kosova™” and “Open the Borders™.
On the two national demonstra-

tions these organisations have

formed a bloc behind a banner

‘with these slogans, both for pro-
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

qELP U

« This is the sec‘oﬁd issue of SOcaliSl-Dutlaak to

tection against abuse and to make
it more visible that at least a sec-
tion of the anti-war movement
does attempt to address the issue

of the Kosovans.

The participating organisations
(Socialist Outlook, Workers
Power, Workers Action, Commu-
nist Party of Great Britain, Socialist
Democracy and Workers Interna-
tional) have also sent a letter to
the Committee for Peace in the
Balkans calling on them to ensure
the range of speakers at meetings

~ and demonstrations also includes

those who address these issues.

‘ment, colleges and on the streets

ity if the other parrties brought
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If bcnrs Lzb Dems wanted to defeat tuition fees, why not just vote them down?

vate Finance Initiative.
The massive voie for Dennis
Canavan, expelled by the Labour
Party for standing as an idepen-
dent after he was declared not up
to oeing a Party candidate,
showed that significant sections
of the electorate agree with the
left, and certainly saw him as «
perfectly good candidatc to repre-
sent them-in the new parliament:
Tommy Sheridan of the Scottish
Socialist Party was also elected as

rent rotten policies and despite
Blair’s wishes. |
he fact thar elements
of the Liberal
Democrats election
manifesto were to the
left of Labour’s does
not alter the fact that 1t 1s a bour-
geols party, and while Labour 1s
liable to pressure from the unions
and the working class, Lhe lecr-
als are not. | .

Some on the left, including in
the Labour Party, looked to a
Lib-Lab coalition in the hope
that it would carry out policies to
the left of Blair. |

The Liberal Democrats collapse
over tuition fees shows this is not
to be, that a more direct fight is
necessary, linking up with those
campaigning in the labour move-

The demand has alrcady been
raised within the Labour Party

membership restored.

This must be supported, but
activists should go beyond this to
call on Labour to break the coali-
tion with the Liberals and form a
minority administration on radl-
cal policies.

Tommy Sheridan and other
activists outside the Labour Party
should add their weight to this
call, with Sheridan spelling out
the policies a Labour administra-

for policies in the interests of the
working class.

The fight against coalmomsm
has to be linked to a fight for
soctalist policies which could
enthuse the Scottish working
class and win an absolute major-
win his support.

Such calls will also strengthen
the hand of the Scottish Socialist
Party in the lead up to June’s

down a minority administration. -

Within the Scottish Labour
Party and even among Labour
Members of the Scottish Parlia-
ment, there 1s significant opposi- should be supported by all social-
tion to the policies of Blairism, 1sts.

- whether 1uition fees or the Pri-
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' be reduced in size from our normal 20 pages, as

resources.

sustain the paper.

organise in Britain.

we wrestle with financial problems. We only
make this cut reluctantly, but to produce and
distribute the paper each month costs far more
than the 50p cover charge, and the demands on
our organisation have for the moment outrun our

We need more - both in one-off donations to get
over a number of short-term cash pressures, and
more long-term supporters to help us sell and

‘As Europe is wracked by its blggest war since
1945, and the labour movement faces the
onslaught of Tony Blair's reactionary Millbank
machine, there as great a need as ever for
socialists and internationalists to speak out and

Socialist Outlook is determined to continue to
keep you in touch with the news, views and
campaigns of the Fourth International, the
* struggles of the Oppressed and the actio’n in the

“the fight to sell the

‘We need £1, 500 fora .
‘new laser printerto §,'J

unions.

That's why we are
asking every reader
and supporter to help
us by making a
donation to our appeal
and by stepping up

paper.
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coverage, buy more Sl o A
and better photographs = R

and improve the appearance of the paper
Please send as much as you can, as soon as you
can, to Socialist Outlook (Fund Appeal), PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU.

an cxplicitly socialist candidate.

for Dennis Canavan to have his

tion would need to carry out to

European elections, where they
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ou can’t

kill us all!

Jane Kelly and Susan

Moore
Three nail bombs exploded in Lon-

don within two weeks. Three died

in the third attack; which also

caused more injuries.

Many people have been badly
injured, with several traumatic
amputations and people badly hurt
from shrapnel, flying nails, glass,
and dirt from the bombs that has
caused serious secondary infec-
tions. |

The first two attacks were tar-
geted at areas with large black.

communities: first Brixton in South

London where about 40 per cent
of the population 1s Afro-Car-
ribean, then Brick Lane in east
London, home to the Balgladeshi
community.

On Friday 30 April, the third
bomb went off in a packed gay
bar in Old Compton Street; in
Soho, The bombing of a gay bar
was not unexpected, indeed the
police had been warning leaders of
the lesbian and gay community to
be on guard against possible fur-
ther attacks.

The police were initially reluctant
to accept that the Brixton bomb
was racist in intention, but after
claims by Combat |18, the White
Wolves and later several other

neo-Fascist groupings, that they

were responsible and then the sec-

of Roger Sylvester

Fred Leplat, lslmgton
UNISON

ROGER Sylvester was a 30 year
old healthy black man who lived

in Tottenham. He worked as an

administration officer for a drop-
in mental health centre in Isling-
ton and was a UNISON member.
On the night of 11 January
Roger was restrained by eight
Metropolitan Police officers out-
side his home in Tottenham
Roger was detained under Sec-

tion 136 of the Mental Health Act

IP|¢|I|l|||¢|
the far
right

Ending the Nightmare,
the Socialist Outliook
book on the struggle
agains racism and
fascism - the

lessons of history

£5 including postage from
‘Socialist Outlook, PO Box
| 102, London N4 2UU
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ond bomb in Tower Hamlets, it
became clear that these vicious
acts were aimed at the traditional
targets of the far right.
Prominent members of the bIack

community had received a series
of particularly threatening letters in’

the weeks leading up to the bombs
telling them to get out of Britain
before the millennium. The hand
of the far right was apparent.

The day after the Soho bomb an
arrest was made and the manis

~still being held. Police are cl‘aiming |

that explosive material was found
in his house outside London. They
say he has no connection with any
far right organisation and was not
responsible for any of the claims
made. The brief police statement,
seemed designed to suggest that
this was an individual “crank™ act-
ing for “personal motives”. Since
the arrest there has been silence in
the media.

Whether or not the individual(s)
involved are members of any
known far right group, there can
be no doubt that the bigotry and
hatred that led to these attacks'is
indentical with that propagated by
these groups.

There has also been an continued
escalation of hate letters to lesbian
and gay and black orgamsattons
since the arrest. -

Why has this happened now, and

e

and the police told the family

that he was restrained ‘for his
own safety’.

They also said that he had not
been violent towards police or

anybody else. Within 45 minutes "

he had sustained numerous
injuries and remained in a coma,
effectively dead until his life sup-
port machine was switched off

seven days later.

From the outset the Metropoh-
tan Police spin doctors have
made a concerted effort to misin-
form the public by placing into

......

........
...............
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what does it mean about the state
of the far right political groupings
in Britain? |

One significant element was the

- publication of the Macpherson

Inquiry Report into Stephen
Lawrence's murder, with its far-
reaching criticisms of the police
and the labelling of the Metropoli-
tan Police force as ‘institutionally
racist’, has given the black commu-
nity greater confidence.

The founding meeting of a new
National Civil Rights Movement in
Britain, held in March this year and
modelled on the American exam-
ple, proved yet again how neces-
sary it is for the black community,
along with the Irish and those
seeking political asylum in Britain,
to organise together to fight
racism. Numerous family cam-
paigns, fighting for justice in cases.
of deaths in police custody and
racist murders were represented
at the meeting. -

While the ‘New’ Labour govern-
ment is following Tory policies

the public domain partial, 1nac-
curate and deeply prejudicial
information designed to smear
Rogers character in an attempt to
deflect attention
police conduct. This 1s a pattern
that has been seen repeated time
and again in controversml deaths
in custody. |
The smears included:

B Scoiiand Yard issued a press |
roicase describing Roger banging

on a neighbour’s door in an
“aggressive and vociferous man-

er”. It was quickly established
that he had in fact been banging
on his own door and that there 1s

no evidence for the assertion that
he was acting aggressively.

B The pathologist for the Coro-
ner Mr Freddie Patel branded
Roger a crack cocaine addict in
an off the cuff briefing to journal-
ists outside the Coroners court -

an allegation subsequently repro-
duced in newspapers: The Times
newspaper ran an article which
claimed police officers believed

his death was due to his heart
being “swollen by crack cocaine”.

Three months after making a
complaint, Roger’s family
received an unprecedented apol-
ogy. The Metropolitan Police
have now withdrawn the state-
ments which the family consid-
ered smears but have refused to
accept that meant they were inac-

‘away from
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with regard to economics and
employment as well as continuing
the programme of privatisation, on
some social issues such as the gay
age of consent (in the process of

‘being equalised with the hetero-

sexual age) they are more progres-
sive.

Of course even on socaal issues
their policies and actions are con-
tradictory. While the Labour Party
in opposition promised to set up
the inquiry into the Lawrence
affair, which they did when
elected, at the same time they are
putting in place legisiation against
asylum seekers which is even
more draconian than that intro=
duced by their Tory predecessors.

This is the context in which the
far right finds itself extremely iso-
lated and on the defensive. While

‘they have been able to kill and

maim with their lethal nail bombs,
the response by the population of
London has been to organise
meetings and demonstrations and
to argue that an attack on any one

curate
The death of Roger Sylvester 1S
yet another black death in cus-
tody following the use of force.
The evidence that black people

- are over represented in sfatistics

of black deaths in police custody
is borne out by INQUEST moni-
toring. This is particularly true of

- the Metropolitan Police.

In 1994, 5 out of 14 deaths were
of black people (35.7%) whilst in

1996, 7 out of 20 recorded deaths
were of black people.(35%) The
total ethnic minority population

of Greater London 1s 13 36%

(1991 Census)

Roger Sylvester S famxly is still
campaigning for )ustlce They
want an independent inquiry into
the circumstances of his death,
legal aid for their representation
at the inquest, and the suspen-
sion of the eight police officers

who restrained him in such a way

section of the community is an
attack on us all. This latter has
been the line adopted by gov-
ernment ministers too. This
‘was the theme behind the

=231 demonstration held in London

§ on May |.

4 Traditionally a labour move-
ment demonstration, it was
g transformed into an alliance
‘of | the working class and the
_oppressed, with a ‘march from
1 Brixton to the May Day demo
in Trafalgar Square and then
¢ontinuing on to Soho. Such a
~coalition has not been seen.
M since the great Miners’ Strike
4t of 1984-5, when solidarity
.| with the miners included the
‘w labour movement, women's
groups, lesbian and gay organi-
sations, black and Irish groups.

One debate which has
resulted is the question of whether
to ban the far right groups associ-
ated with these outrages. Ken Liv-
ingstone has called for the
introduction of a Prevention of
Terrorism Act against the right,
and for far right groups to be
banned. Home Secretary Jack
Straw has said he is not persuaded
that this would be of any help,
since banning would simply drive
them further underground.

Socialist Qutlook is opposed to
any introduction of further state
measures, including the banning of
political organisations, which
would inevitably then be used

against the left as well as the right.

Instead street demonstrations
and self defence must be the
response. It seems that this is the -
response of those groups directly.
targeted and most of the rest of
the population too. “YOU CAN'T
KILL US ALL’ said the posters put
up around Soho after the bomb
went off. |
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that he later died.

Since Sir Paul Condon has been
Commissioner of the Metropoli-
tan Police we have seen the vio-
lent deaths of Joy Gardner (1993)
Shiji Lapite (1994) Brian Dou-
glas (1994) Wayne Douglas (1994)
and Ibrahima Sey (1996).

The Metropolitan Police has
not learnt any lessons from these
appalling deaths — and in none of
them have those responsible been
brought to account. -

The death of Roger tragically
demonstrates again -that the
police is riddled as an institution
with racism.

Useful addresses:

The Roger Sylvester Justice cam-
paign, PO Box 25908, London,
NI8 1WU

Inquest, Alexandra Natlonal
House, 330 Seven Sisters Road,
London, N4 2P]

Islington UNISON, 257-258
Upper Street, London, N1 2UD
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Dave Packer
England and the elec-
Parliament and Welsh

- Assembly show that a
space is beginning to open up for

socialist candidates to the left of

Labour. In some working class
areas electors were prepared to
turn their back on the Labour
Party and vote for soaahst alter-
natives.

In Scotland as a whole the
socialist candidates chalked up
nearly 100,000 votes, with a simi-
lar number going to the Greens.
Dennis Canavan, excluded by

Blair’s New Labour had a

tremendous result 1n Falkirk

West, be:ii.ng his New Labour
opponent almost three times
over. | |
The most reveahng fact 1in these
elections was that the majority of
the population, especially 1n solid

- worxing class areas in England,

and especially in the north of the
country, did not come out to vote
Labour but stayed at home. In
England the turnout was only
29% and in most places Labour
got in on around 10% of the eligi-
ble vote!

In some inner city wards the
turn out was-as low as 12% — this
was front page headline news in

Newcastle’s Evening Chronicle

This shows two things: first, a
growing layer of workers who are
disillusioned with Labour and
feel disenfranchised, and second,
that these workers do not yet per-
ceive a credible alternative.

-he local elections in

tions to the Scottish

" In Scotland and Wales in con-

trast the nationalist parties, and

even the Liberal Democrats, were
seen as far more radical than the

Labour Party and the SSP slate

‘provided the beginnings of a
- credible left alternative. The

Greens were also seen by many
disillusioned Labour supporters
as a left alternative.

In some areas exceptional votes

were recorded for socialist candi-

dates. In the Glasgow region the
Scottish Socialist Party (SSP)
received 18,581 votces (7.25%) in
the top up vote, and in Coventry
Socialist Party (SP) candidate
Karen McKay wus elected to the

council to join Dave Nellist, gain-

ing just under 30% of the vote. In
Glasgow Pollock the popular SSP
leader Tommy Sheridan came

-third after Labour and the SNP

with 21.51% of the vote and was
elected to the Scottish parliament
by the top up vote. |

n Wales, which was a disas-
ter for Labour, the socialist
candidates also did less
“well. This 1s partly because
Plaid Cymru adopted a left-
ish stance and collected most of
the left leaning protest votes,
inflicting stunning defeats on
Labour in its heartlands of
Llanelli, Islwyn and the
Rhondda.

The United Socialists averaged |

1.76% where they stood in South
Wales Cefitral but with some can-
didates gaining over 2%.The SLP
did marginally better, while the
CPB, who only stood in two seats,
gained an average of 1.35%.

there was no

In England
there were a &
sprinkling of &
socialist can- §;
didates,

some . of
whom. had
impressive

results but §

concerted

effort by the

left. |
Six Strik-

ing - Tame-

side workers standing as ‘Defend

Public Services’ polled 14000

votes. With an average vote of

10%, coming second in one ward
and beating Liberal Democrats
and People’s Alliance (disen-
chanted ex-Labour councillors)
in others, they had made a serious
impact on the people of Tame-
side. Labour recognised that the
careworkers campaign had been
the most scrious opposition they
had faced 11 a long time.

Hospital campaigners in Wyre
Forest, siending to oppose the
closure of Kidderminster Hospi-
tal, won seven seats, meaning that
Labour lost control of the coun-
cil. In Sheffield, another Labour
heartland disaster, which went to
the Liberal Democrats, the left
stood eleven candidates, includ-
ing the Sheffield Socialist
Alliance, which achieved
between 2% and 3% of the vote.
In Bootle on Merseyside SP can-
didate Pete Glover did well thh
15% of the vote.

In all the elections, the picture

{1ons oOr worse,

~Making Labour pav Jor
closures: Kiddermnster
hospital campaigners

(below) won seven seats
in WAre Forest council.

was marred b} the seetarlan
refusal of the Socialist Labotr

Party (SLP) of Arthur Scargill to
collaborate with other left coali-

avoid direct
clashes. Sometimes the SLP
chose to stand against other
socialist candidates i1n order to
compete with them and split the
vote, for example in St Michael’s
ward in Coventry, where Karen
McKay’s success left them with a
derisory vote - which they
deserved. o
hese clashes weaken
the left as a whole
because they reduces
the total potentnal
vote for the socialists
who are seen negatively by work-
ing class voters as divided and
sectarian.

This was why the London
Socialist Alliance withdrew when

the SLP put Scargill at the top of

their slate for the European elec-
tions, even though we had built
up an impressive coalition and
the SLP had little organisation in
London.

Post-mortem needed as

Ceri Evans

THE RESULTS of the first Welsh
Assembly elections were a shock to
everyone in Wales. Plaid Cymru
achieved success beyond the hopes

of even their wildest dreamers, while
‘Labour activists were left stunned,

“crushed” in their own words, and
without a majority in the Assembly.
The Assembly was elected using an
additional member system, with 40
constituency seats and 20 additional
seats used to ensure greater propor-
tionality. Welsh voters had two

votes in these elections, the first for

their constituency representative and
the second used to allocate the addi-
tional seats. |

The election was characterised by
a low turnout, a collapse in the
Labour vote and a significant upsurge
in Plaid Cymru support. It was
Labous's lowest share of the vote in

Wales since the 1930s, with Plaid

Cymru only five per cent behind.
Plaid's most astonishing successes

were in winning constituency seats in

the Rhondda, Isiwyn, Lianelli and
Conwy. These results show that not
only did Labour voters stay home in
significant numbers, but that many
voted Plaid. It had been predicted
before the election that Labour vot-
ers might use their second vote to

oeetetanatetade

Waving goodbye to Labour votes: Alun M ichael
“protest against New Labour by vot-

ing Plaid. In the event, many Labour
voters gave both their first and sec-.
ond votes to Plaid, and also voted
for them in the council elections,
held on the same day.

This led to Plaid Cymru takmg con-

trol of Rhondda Cynon Taff and
Caerffili councils, both of which lie in
Labour’s valley heartlands.

Consider these facts:

In the 1997 British general electlon
Labour’s share of the vote was

—m greater than 60% in

....................
.................
-----------------

rrasamad | 5 Welsh constituen-
4 cies. In the first Welsh
general election, this
share remained above
60% in only two con-
stituencies, Blaenau
Gwent and Cardiff
West. Cardiff West,
held in Westminster
by Rhodri Morgan,
was the only con-
stituency which regis-
tered a swing to
Labour.
2 In the 1997 British
1 general election, the
22 Plaid Cymru vote was
2 greater than 10% in
<52 only 10 constituencies.
In 1999, there were

“only two constituencies in which it

remained in single figures: Mon- -
mouth and Brecon and Radnor. The

swing to Plaid Cymru was greater

than 30% in a swathe of valley con-
stituencies. ‘

The Left -

The parties standmg to the left of
Labour and Plaid Cymru polled
poorly. The United Socialists also
stood in nine first-past-the-post
seats, where they achieved some-
what better resuits.

elsh voters punish Labour

Their best results were achieved in
Merthyr Tydfil and Clwyd South,
where they obtained 2.3% of the

votes. On this occasion the votes of
disillusioned Labour supporters went

to Plaid Cymru and not to the small
left wing parties.

Why? As the votes were counted
on May /, Labour’s well-prepared
spin on the results gradually fell
apart. Both Peter Hain and john
Prescott were interviewed early in
the day and blamed complacency
and the “politics of contentment” for
the Iow turn-out!

Untenable

As the day wore on it became
mcreasmgly untenable to argue that
complacency and contentment had

~ caused such large numbers of Labour

voters to switch to Plaid. It became
apparent that Labour’s main strat-
egy in these elections, of frightening
voters away from Plaid with talk of
natlonaitst madness”, had abjectly
fg:led | .
Wrttmg in The Western Mail after -
the result, Peter Hain began by
blaming the two Labour leadership
contests for aliepating voters. He
went on to claim that this was in no
way a protest against New Labour,
but simply that the Government had
failed to motivate its Old Labour
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The LSA would undoubtedly
have agreed to have Scargill at the
top of a joint slate, but the SLIP’s
refusal cven to reply to our letters
proposing discussions on this led
to our withdrawal.

These clections show that itwas
knoyn -candidates
~and  parties  with
£8:%% rack records - in
: struggle and cam-
: paigning  which
&% g received

¢ that were com-
@ 22 plewely unknown or
#e @  parachuted in, usu-
% ke ally failed 1o reach 2
o per cent.
.-:1:3:3:'-?3:?.1:.T. In SCOllal‘ld as
% whole the SLP got
P . MOre top up votes

........
-----------

2% than the SSP even
i@ ... Lhough their organi-
: sation was  very
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because of the SLLP’s
assooration with
Arlhur Scargill arrd the great
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S maaers’ strike = doubiiless many

ex muners voted for Scargill’s

- party.. There 1s also an ageing ex-
‘Stalinist vote which can always

be relied upon to vote for.the SLP

The SSP 1n contrast drew
strength in precisely those areas,
mainly in the central belt, where
it had worked and campaigned
over a period of time. |

Its supporters would undoubt-
edly have been on average

younger and more dynamic than
those of the SLP. The SSP have
built themselves through their

campaign and hopefully will

build on this in their campaign
for the European elections.

It is clear that space exists in
some parts of these islands for left
candidates. Workers are often
prepared to vote for a united
socialist alternative, if a credible
alliance can be built. As disillu-
sion with New Labour spreads as

its projects becomes clearer, this
‘will be the case more often and

more widely.

base to vote. He ago blamed the
result on the unpopularity of some
Labour councils and that the lack of
a perceived Tory threat in Wales.
His conclusion: Welsh Labour needs
to be more New Labour. |

An article by Paul Flynn, MP for
Newport West, took issue with
Hain's view, and identified the bla-
tantly undemocratic imposition of
Alun Michael as a major factor in
{abour voters’ discontent. It was, he
said “A case of dragons led by poo--
dles.” His conclusion. Welsh Labour
needs to be less New Labour, not
more.

Paul Flynn is undoubtedly correct .

in identifying the election results as a

protest vote against the right-wing
policies of the Blair Government and
Its arrogant and undemocratic prac-
ticés. L |
The vote may also reﬂect a deeper
development in Welsh politics, that
of a growth in support for Plaid
Cymru as a reaction against the
practice of Welsh Labour, at both
council and parhamentary level..
Opinion polls have indicated that

Welsh voters will vote differently in -

British and Welsh general elections. *

At a British state level, they will vote

against the Tories and for a Labour
government o |

On a Welsh level, they are far
more prepared to support Plaid
Cymru , since the Tories do not pose

- a threat.

‘The Labour leadership in Wales ha.s
tried to blame everyone but them-
selves for this disastrous result. The
left in the party must try to ensure
that a thorough postmortem be car-
ried out which fixes the blame
squarely where it belongs.

i credible
s g voles, while those
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