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UNISON
members on April
10 Low Pay demo

Trusts say no on

| HEALTH workers are steaming

wild at the arrogant refusal by

- management and Labour minis-

ters to make any national pay

offer for working through the

millennium festivities. |
UNISON and the other health

unions had tabled a claim for a

flat rate £500 to be paid by all

staff working over the night of
the hyped-up holiday — modest in

comparison with some of the
deals being squeezed out of man-

agement in private industry and
the utilites. |

After a prolonged constipated
silence . the: NHS Executive
responded by insisting that there
should be no national-level deal,
leaving unions to negotiate piece-
meal with managemecent 1n each
local Trust. B

Mark Jansen

Prior to the general election. the
Labour leadership promised
‘fairness not favours’. This In
practice has meant a government

prepared o stand up to everyone

except the rich and powerful.
The most vicious attacks have

been saved for the most vulnera-

ble within society - first single

parents and then asylum seekers.

The focus of New ILabour’s
newest assault is people with dis-
abilities, as the government
draws up proposals to slash £750
million from disability benefits.

Up until now New Labour have
had an easy ride, being able to
force through parliament any-
thing they like with barely a
whimper of opposition from sup-
posedly left MPs (not a single
Labour MP was prepared to vote
against the Asylum and Immaigra-
tion Bill at its second reading).

Refusal

Alistair Darling’s refusal to
accept any amendments to the
current proposals may have laid
the basis for the most significant

rebellion within the Labour

ranks to date.

A dozen national charities have
withdrawn from the govern-
ments Disability Benefits Forum,
complaining that they have sim-
ply been used to give credibility
to a government policy that they
disagrec with, whilst the govern-
ment has refused to take any
notice of their input into the

Labour attacks
disability rights

This was enough to convince
UNISON’s health conference to
ignore the platform’s call for
moderation and vote 3-1 for a bal-
lot on strike action over the two
days of the millennium weekend.

Since then, it has all gone very
quiet at UNISON Head Office:
but NHS management have
sensed that union officials are a
soft touch by putting the boot in.
One major Trust, the Oxford

~Radclifte Hospitals, has just
announced that 1t will pay no
more than basic Bank Holiday
enhancements for staff who turn
up to work while all their friends
and relatives are welcoming in
the next century. -

Personnel boss Mike Fleming,
apparently oblivious to massive
vacancy rates and staff turnover,

forum. | - |
Organisations such as RNIB,
Scope, ‘the National Association
of CABs and the Royal National
Institute for Deaf people no
longer feel they can participate in -
the government forum. -
Some 67 Labour MPs have
stated their oppdsition to'two key
- points to the Welfare reform Bill:
the means testing of benefits for
anyone with a pension of over
£50 per week, and the ending of
Incapacity Benefit for anyone
who hasn’t paid National Insur- |
ance for two years.

Tories

Many disabled people _havel
already been forced oft benefits
through counter-reforms under
the Tories and the introduction
of the hated All Works Test.

Whilst 1t 1s encouraging that a
number of Labour MPs have
tsated their opposition to the
government, Darling has said
that he will not back down.

It 1s absolutely vital that a mass
campaign 1s built to ensure that
the MPs vote against the Bill,
that can win the support of a
much wider layer of MPs and
that can force the government to
back down.

The Disability Action Network
is already preparing to campaign
against the bill with direct action
tactics. Disability organisations,
Trade Unions, Labour Parties

-and Benefits Rights organisa-
tions can form a powerful
alliance that could force a retreat..
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insisted that the Trust would
depend on the “public service”
ethos of health workers.

One London Trust has offered
different patronsing approach,
trying to fob staff off with a hand-
out of tickets to the Millennium

Dome instead of a decent pay
packet.
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The NHS London Region is

seeking to take some of the heat

out of staff anger by offering doc-
tors and nurses a £150 bonus for
the Millennium Eve: even this

~would cost £7m across the capi-

tal, and raise financial problems

for cash-strapped Trusts.
As the NHS heads for a nervous

winter, the one certain factor is
that while the sky is apparently

the limit for pay rises in the

boardroom and private industry,
anything more than a pat on the
head is apparently too much for
the staff who keep front-line pub-
lic services running.
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‘Greater London Assembly candidates

National Assembly Against Racism,

Reject the Millbank fix!

Neil Murray
THE LIST of Labour’s ‘approved’

- candidates for the new Greater

London Assembly has recently
been released, and it makes dismal
reading. Rather than seeking nomi-
nation from constituencies and
trade unions, those wanting to be
candidates merely had to put
themselves forward.

A panel then looked at the nomi-
nation papers, invited some to
interview, and drew up a list after
hearing appeals against rejection.

The system was a fix from the
start. Self-nomination was suppos-
edly to ensure a better ethnic and
gender mix of candidates. In fact
only 27% of those on the list are
women. Rather self-nomination
and vetting was designed to
ensure that left and independent-
minded candidates who might be
popular in the party could not get
onto the assembly.

The vetting panel established by
the Greater London Labour Party
Board was stacked with Blairites,
supplemented with ‘independents’
such as arch witch -hunter joyce
Gould. Candidates had to submit
papers spelling out, among other

~ things their “life experience” and

“vision for London".

Many were rejected for having
the “wrong kind” of life experi-
ence and vision for London,
despite the Party never having
spelt out what was expected. Oth-
ers were rejected for not submit-
ting sufficient information, despite
it never having been made clear
how much was expected.

The vetting panels supposedly
looked at nominees papers “blind”
(without knowing the names), but
it does not take a genius to read
such a submission and work out
the politics and even identity of
the candidate.- =~

All this is an attempt to cover up

- political decisions with pseudo sci-
~ence.

Among those rejected for inclu-
sion in the list are Geoff Martin,
London Region convenor of UNI-
SON, and Christine Shawcroft, 13

years a Councillor in Tower Ham-

(!
.0:::\:

Deselected — but elected: Canavan

lets. Also rejected are some right
wingers obviously.deemed too

independently-minded, and some
who have spent at least a decade

~ doing the Labour leadership’s bid-

ding, but are obviously still not to
be trusted because they were left

‘wingers in the early ‘80s. -

But it is among black candidates
that the list is so obviously politi-
cally biased. While the list does
include black candidates such as
journalist Trevor Phillips, it
excludes several who actually have
a record of buitding black and anti-
racist organisations.

Kumar Murshid, Tower Hamlets

councillor and chair of the

. is excluded, as is Raj Jethwa, the
London Labour Party’s own Ethnic

Minorities Officer. |
The most hypocritical decision of

allis to include Kathryn Smith,

Bexley Labour Group leader,
despite a reported admission that
her membership was not continu-

ous for 12 months, while exclud-

ing Lee Jasper, Chair of Operation

Black Vote for the same reason.
The list does, however, include 8

Council leaders, obviously looking
for a step up the career and earn-
ings ladder. Overall the list is

- bland, with an extremely limited

political range.

The nomination process for can-
didates is due to start in June with
trade union and constituency
branches making nominaticns to
constituency parties. Instead,
branches should refuse to nomi-

‘nate from this sanitised list and
send in resolutions condemning

the whole procedure and calling
for the process to be re-opened.
Activists should point to the elec-
tion results in Wales and Scotland
(particularly Dennis Canavan’s) as

- showing how such manipulation

only rebounds against the party.
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party with an overall
majority. The failure
of Labour to win a majority in
Wales was more surprising, show-
ing the extent of the backlash
against the failure of the Labour
government to deliver any
improvements to depressed
Wales and the resentment at the
virtual imposition of Alun

Michael on rthe Welsh Labour

Party and vo:ors.
After .he results were deciared
the horse-trading was in the

s expected the elec-
- tions to the Scottish-
Parliament left no

Operi Mi’chael"*s’f‘ét
this may be because the Assem-
bly, unlzke the Scottish Parlia-
ment, cannot pass legislation

'rather_ than for principled rea-

SOTIS.
Negotiations between Donald

'Dewar and the Scott1sh Liberal

Democrats began well before

polling day. It looked briefly as if

they might flounder on the Lib-
eral Democrats opposition to stu-
dent tuition fees. However, for

the sake of having a couple of

ministers the Liberals have caved
in and accepted an indeperdent |

o

"his mind
against any coalition in Wales -

review which W1ll be bmdmg on.
the coalition. |

The irony of [hlS 1S thls that if
the Liberal Democrats were
really concerned to scrap tuition
fees, they could have ensured
they were voted down 1n the Par-
liament, given that all the parties

except Labour committed them- -

selves to abolishing them. Such 1s
the price of principle. |
Socialists are opposed 1n princi-
ple to workers’ parties forming
coalitions with bourgeois parties.
While the Labour Party remains

based on the unions i1t 1s stll a
workers’ party, even with its cur-

“ Don’t soft peddle on

rights of Kosovars!

DEMONSTRATIONS are growing
against NATO’s war in the
Balkans, but the anti-war move-
ment, as led by the Committee for
Peace in the Balkans, continues to
have a major failing, not least if it is
to win over those who, up to

now, have swallowed NATO’s line

about conducting a “humanitarian”
war. |

It is not just that its sole slogan,
“Stop the Bombing” fails to
address Milosevic’s crimes against
the Kosovan people, but at meet-

ings and rallies few, if any, of the

official speakers even mention this
Issue. |

By concentrating almost exclu-
sively on the suffering of the Serbs
without mentioning the Kosovans,

they come across as apologists for

Milosevic.

This in turn gives a Ieg;tlmacy to
those Serbs in Britain (by no
means all) who vehemently
oppose any criticism of the Ser- .
bian government and its ethnic -
cleansing. |

On both national demonstrations
there has been a small counter-
picket by Kosovans. Holding KLA -
placards, but also NATO, U.S. and
British flags, these show the illu-
sions most Kosovans currently
have in NATO saving them from
Serbia’s repression. |

But the outrageous response
they get from sections of the
demonstration is to chant “Kosovo
is Serbian”.

Sections of the demonstrations

‘which have raised slogans in sup-

port of the Kosovans as well as
"Stop the Bombing’ have been
subject to verbal abuse and threats
of violence. "
Although these problems are not
present on the same scale in every
local campaign, it does mean that
at its heart the movement cannot
address the concerns of those |
appalled at the plight of the Koso-

vans in Kosova and the camps.
Nor can there be any dialogue
with the Kosovans themselves
who, wrdtgly but understandably,
see NATO as their saviour.
Because of this organisations

~ have come together in a loose

coordination around the slogans

“Stop the Bombing, NATO out of

the Balkans”, “Stop the Ethnic

- Cleansing, Self-determination for

Kosova™” and “Open the Borders™.
On the two national demonstra-

tions these organisations have

formed a bloc behind a banner

‘with these slogans, both for pro-
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

qELP U

« This is the sec‘oﬁd issue of SOcaliSl-Dutlaak to

tection against abuse and to make
it more visible that at least a sec-
tion of the anti-war movement
does attempt to address the issue

of the Kosovans.

The participating organisations
(Socialist Outlook, Workers
Power, Workers Action, Commu-
nist Party of Great Britain, Socialist
Democracy and Workers Interna-
tional) have also sent a letter to
the Committee for Peace in the
Balkans calling on them to ensure
the range of speakers at meetings

~ and demonstrations also includes

those who address these issues.

‘ment, colleges and on the streets

ity if the other parrties brought
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If bcnrs Lzb Dems wanted to defeat tuition fees, why not just vote them down?

vate Finance Initiative.
The massive voie for Dennis
Canavan, expelled by the Labour
Party for standing as an idepen-
dent after he was declared not up
to oeing a Party candidate,
showed that significant sections
of the electorate agree with the
left, and certainly saw him as «
perfectly good candidatc to repre-
sent them-in the new parliament:
Tommy Sheridan of the Scottish
Socialist Party was also elected as

rent rotten policies and despite
Blair’s wishes. |
he fact thar elements
of the Liberal
Democrats election
manifesto were to the
left of Labour’s does
not alter the fact that 1t 1s a bour-
geols party, and while Labour 1s
liable to pressure from the unions
and the working class, Lhe lecr-
als are not. | .

Some on the left, including in
the Labour Party, looked to a
Lib-Lab coalition in the hope
that it would carry out policies to
the left of Blair. |

The Liberal Democrats collapse
over tuition fees shows this is not
to be, that a more direct fight is
necessary, linking up with those
campaigning in the labour move-

The demand has alrcady been
raised within the Labour Party

membership restored.

This must be supported, but
activists should go beyond this to
call on Labour to break the coali-
tion with the Liberals and form a
minority administration on radl-
cal policies.

Tommy Sheridan and other
activists outside the Labour Party
should add their weight to this
call, with Sheridan spelling out
the policies a Labour administra-

for policies in the interests of the
working class.

The fight against coalmomsm
has to be linked to a fight for
soctalist policies which could
enthuse the Scottish working
class and win an absolute major-
win his support.

Such calls will also strengthen
the hand of the Scottish Socialist
Party in the lead up to June’s

down a minority administration. -

Within the Scottish Labour
Party and even among Labour
Members of the Scottish Parlia-
ment, there 1s significant opposi- should be supported by all social-
tion to the policies of Blairism, 1sts.

- whether 1uition fees or the Pri-
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' be reduced in size from our normal 20 pages, as

resources.

sustain the paper.

organise in Britain.

we wrestle with financial problems. We only
make this cut reluctantly, but to produce and
distribute the paper each month costs far more
than the 50p cover charge, and the demands on
our organisation have for the moment outrun our

We need more - both in one-off donations to get
over a number of short-term cash pressures, and
more long-term supporters to help us sell and

‘As Europe is wracked by its blggest war since
1945, and the labour movement faces the
onslaught of Tony Blair's reactionary Millbank
machine, there as great a need as ever for
socialists and internationalists to speak out and

Socialist Outlook is determined to continue to
keep you in touch with the news, views and
campaigns of the Fourth International, the
* struggles of the Oppressed and the actio’n in the

“the fight to sell the

‘We need £1, 500 fora .
‘new laser printerto §,'J

unions.

That's why we are
asking every reader
and supporter to help
us by making a
donation to our appeal
and by stepping up

paper.
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coverage, buy more Sl o A
and better photographs = R

and improve the appearance of the paper
Please send as much as you can, as soon as you
can, to Socialist Outlook (Fund Appeal), PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU.

an cxplicitly socialist candidate.

for Dennis Canavan to have his

tion would need to carry out to

European elections, where they
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ou can’t

kill us all!

Jane Kelly and Susan

Moore
Three nail bombs exploded in Lon-

don within two weeks. Three died

in the third attack; which also

caused more injuries.

Many people have been badly
injured, with several traumatic
amputations and people badly hurt
from shrapnel, flying nails, glass,
and dirt from the bombs that has
caused serious secondary infec-
tions. |

The first two attacks were tar-
geted at areas with large black.

communities: first Brixton in South

London where about 40 per cent
of the population 1s Afro-Car-
ribean, then Brick Lane in east
London, home to the Balgladeshi
community.

On Friday 30 April, the third
bomb went off in a packed gay
bar in Old Compton Street; in
Soho, The bombing of a gay bar
was not unexpected, indeed the
police had been warning leaders of
the lesbian and gay community to
be on guard against possible fur-
ther attacks.

The police were initially reluctant
to accept that the Brixton bomb
was racist in intention, but after
claims by Combat |18, the White
Wolves and later several other

neo-Fascist groupings, that they

were responsible and then the sec-

of Roger Sylvester

Fred Leplat, lslmgton
UNISON

ROGER Sylvester was a 30 year
old healthy black man who lived

in Tottenham. He worked as an

administration officer for a drop-
in mental health centre in Isling-
ton and was a UNISON member.
On the night of 11 January
Roger was restrained by eight
Metropolitan Police officers out-
side his home in Tottenham
Roger was detained under Sec-

tion 136 of the Mental Health Act

IP|¢|I|l|||¢|
the far
right

Ending the Nightmare,
the Socialist Outliook
book on the struggle
agains racism and
fascism - the

lessons of history

£5 including postage from
‘Socialist Outlook, PO Box
| 102, London N4 2UU
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ond bomb in Tower Hamlets, it
became clear that these vicious
acts were aimed at the traditional
targets of the far right.
Prominent members of the bIack

community had received a series
of particularly threatening letters in’

the weeks leading up to the bombs
telling them to get out of Britain
before the millennium. The hand
of the far right was apparent.

The day after the Soho bomb an
arrest was made and the manis

~still being held. Police are cl‘aiming |

that explosive material was found
in his house outside London. They
say he has no connection with any
far right organisation and was not
responsible for any of the claims
made. The brief police statement,
seemed designed to suggest that
this was an individual “crank™ act-
ing for “personal motives”. Since
the arrest there has been silence in
the media.

Whether or not the individual(s)
involved are members of any
known far right group, there can
be no doubt that the bigotry and
hatred that led to these attacks'is
indentical with that propagated by
these groups.

There has also been an continued
escalation of hate letters to lesbian
and gay and black orgamsattons
since the arrest. -

Why has this happened now, and

e

and the police told the family

that he was restrained ‘for his
own safety’.

They also said that he had not
been violent towards police or

anybody else. Within 45 minutes "

he had sustained numerous
injuries and remained in a coma,
effectively dead until his life sup-
port machine was switched off

seven days later.

From the outset the Metropoh-
tan Police spin doctors have
made a concerted effort to misin-
form the public by placing into

......

........
...............
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what does it mean about the state
of the far right political groupings
in Britain? |

One significant element was the

- publication of the Macpherson

Inquiry Report into Stephen
Lawrence's murder, with its far-
reaching criticisms of the police
and the labelling of the Metropoli-
tan Police force as ‘institutionally
racist’, has given the black commu-
nity greater confidence.

The founding meeting of a new
National Civil Rights Movement in
Britain, held in March this year and
modelled on the American exam-
ple, proved yet again how neces-
sary it is for the black community,
along with the Irish and those
seeking political asylum in Britain,
to organise together to fight
racism. Numerous family cam-
paigns, fighting for justice in cases.
of deaths in police custody and
racist murders were represented
at the meeting. -

While the ‘New’ Labour govern-
ment is following Tory policies

the public domain partial, 1nac-
curate and deeply prejudicial
information designed to smear
Rogers character in an attempt to
deflect attention
police conduct. This 1s a pattern
that has been seen repeated time
and again in controversml deaths
in custody. |
The smears included:

B Scoiiand Yard issued a press |
roicase describing Roger banging

on a neighbour’s door in an
“aggressive and vociferous man-

er”. It was quickly established
that he had in fact been banging
on his own door and that there 1s

no evidence for the assertion that
he was acting aggressively.

B The pathologist for the Coro-
ner Mr Freddie Patel branded
Roger a crack cocaine addict in
an off the cuff briefing to journal-
ists outside the Coroners court -

an allegation subsequently repro-
duced in newspapers: The Times
newspaper ran an article which
claimed police officers believed

his death was due to his heart
being “swollen by crack cocaine”.

Three months after making a
complaint, Roger’s family
received an unprecedented apol-
ogy. The Metropolitan Police
have now withdrawn the state-
ments which the family consid-
ered smears but have refused to
accept that meant they were inac-

‘away from
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with regard to economics and
employment as well as continuing
the programme of privatisation, on
some social issues such as the gay
age of consent (in the process of

‘being equalised with the hetero-

sexual age) they are more progres-
sive.

Of course even on socaal issues
their policies and actions are con-
tradictory. While the Labour Party
in opposition promised to set up
the inquiry into the Lawrence
affair, which they did when
elected, at the same time they are
putting in place legisiation against
asylum seekers which is even
more draconian than that intro=
duced by their Tory predecessors.

This is the context in which the
far right finds itself extremely iso-
lated and on the defensive. While

‘they have been able to kill and

maim with their lethal nail bombs,
the response by the population of
London has been to organise
meetings and demonstrations and
to argue that an attack on any one

curate
The death of Roger Sylvester 1S
yet another black death in cus-
tody following the use of force.
The evidence that black people

- are over represented in sfatistics

of black deaths in police custody
is borne out by INQUEST moni-
toring. This is particularly true of

- the Metropolitan Police.

In 1994, 5 out of 14 deaths were
of black people (35.7%) whilst in

1996, 7 out of 20 recorded deaths
were of black people.(35%) The
total ethnic minority population

of Greater London 1s 13 36%

(1991 Census)

Roger Sylvester S famxly is still
campaigning for )ustlce They
want an independent inquiry into
the circumstances of his death,
legal aid for their representation
at the inquest, and the suspen-
sion of the eight police officers

who restrained him in such a way

section of the community is an
attack on us all. This latter has
been the line adopted by gov-
ernment ministers too. This
‘was the theme behind the

=231 demonstration held in London

§ on May |.

4 Traditionally a labour move-
ment demonstration, it was
g transformed into an alliance
‘of | the working class and the
_oppressed, with a ‘march from
1 Brixton to the May Day demo
in Trafalgar Square and then
¢ontinuing on to Soho. Such a
~coalition has not been seen.
M since the great Miners’ Strike
4t of 1984-5, when solidarity
.| with the miners included the
‘w labour movement, women's
groups, lesbian and gay organi-
sations, black and Irish groups.

One debate which has
resulted is the question of whether
to ban the far right groups associ-
ated with these outrages. Ken Liv-
ingstone has called for the
introduction of a Prevention of
Terrorism Act against the right,
and for far right groups to be
banned. Home Secretary Jack
Straw has said he is not persuaded
that this would be of any help,
since banning would simply drive
them further underground.

Socialist Qutlook is opposed to
any introduction of further state
measures, including the banning of
political organisations, which
would inevitably then be used

against the left as well as the right.

Instead street demonstrations
and self defence must be the
response. It seems that this is the -
response of those groups directly.
targeted and most of the rest of
the population too. “YOU CAN'T
KILL US ALL’ said the posters put
up around Soho after the bomb
went off. |
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that he later died.

Since Sir Paul Condon has been
Commissioner of the Metropoli-
tan Police we have seen the vio-
lent deaths of Joy Gardner (1993)
Shiji Lapite (1994) Brian Dou-
glas (1994) Wayne Douglas (1994)
and Ibrahima Sey (1996).

The Metropolitan Police has
not learnt any lessons from these
appalling deaths — and in none of
them have those responsible been
brought to account. -

The death of Roger tragically
demonstrates again -that the
police is riddled as an institution
with racism.

Useful addresses:

The Roger Sylvester Justice cam-
paign, PO Box 25908, London,
NI8 1WU

Inquest, Alexandra Natlonal
House, 330 Seven Sisters Road,
London, N4 2P]

Islington UNISON, 257-258
Upper Street, London, N1 2UD
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Dave Packer
England and the elec-
Parliament and Welsh

- Assembly show that a
space is beginning to open up for

socialist candidates to the left of

Labour. In some working class
areas electors were prepared to
turn their back on the Labour
Party and vote for soaahst alter-
natives.

In Scotland as a whole the
socialist candidates chalked up
nearly 100,000 votes, with a simi-
lar number going to the Greens.
Dennis Canavan, excluded by

Blair’s New Labour had a

tremendous result 1n Falkirk

West, be:ii.ng his New Labour
opponent almost three times
over. | |
The most reveahng fact 1in these
elections was that the majority of
the population, especially 1n solid

- worxing class areas in England,

and especially in the north of the
country, did not come out to vote
Labour but stayed at home. In
England the turnout was only
29% and in most places Labour
got in on around 10% of the eligi-
ble vote!

In some inner city wards the
turn out was-as low as 12% — this
was front page headline news in

Newcastle’s Evening Chronicle

This shows two things: first, a
growing layer of workers who are
disillusioned with Labour and
feel disenfranchised, and second,
that these workers do not yet per-
ceive a credible alternative.

-he local elections in

tions to the Scottish

" In Scotland and Wales in con-

trast the nationalist parties, and

even the Liberal Democrats, were
seen as far more radical than the

Labour Party and the SSP slate

‘provided the beginnings of a
- credible left alternative. The

Greens were also seen by many
disillusioned Labour supporters
as a left alternative.

In some areas exceptional votes

were recorded for socialist candi-

dates. In the Glasgow region the
Scottish Socialist Party (SSP)
received 18,581 votces (7.25%) in
the top up vote, and in Coventry
Socialist Party (SP) candidate
Karen McKay wus elected to the

council to join Dave Nellist, gain-

ing just under 30% of the vote. In
Glasgow Pollock the popular SSP
leader Tommy Sheridan came

-third after Labour and the SNP

with 21.51% of the vote and was
elected to the Scottish parliament
by the top up vote. |

n Wales, which was a disas-
ter for Labour, the socialist
candidates also did less
“well. This 1s partly because
Plaid Cymru adopted a left-
ish stance and collected most of
the left leaning protest votes,
inflicting stunning defeats on
Labour in its heartlands of
Llanelli, Islwyn and the
Rhondda.

The United Socialists averaged |

1.76% where they stood in South
Wales Cefitral but with some can-
didates gaining over 2%.The SLP
did marginally better, while the
CPB, who only stood in two seats,
gained an average of 1.35%.

there was no

In England
there were a &
sprinkling of &
socialist can- §;
didates,

some . of
whom. had
impressive

results but §

concerted

effort by the

left. |
Six Strik-

ing - Tame-

side workers standing as ‘Defend

Public Services’ polled 14000

votes. With an average vote of

10%, coming second in one ward
and beating Liberal Democrats
and People’s Alliance (disen-
chanted ex-Labour councillors)
in others, they had made a serious
impact on the people of Tame-
side. Labour recognised that the
careworkers campaign had been
the most scrious opposition they
had faced 11 a long time.

Hospital campaigners in Wyre
Forest, siending to oppose the
closure of Kidderminster Hospi-
tal, won seven seats, meaning that
Labour lost control of the coun-
cil. In Sheffield, another Labour
heartland disaster, which went to
the Liberal Democrats, the left
stood eleven candidates, includ-
ing the Sheffield Socialist
Alliance, which achieved
between 2% and 3% of the vote.
In Bootle on Merseyside SP can-
didate Pete Glover did well thh
15% of the vote.

In all the elections, the picture

{1ons oOr worse,

~Making Labour pav Jor
closures: Kiddermnster
hospital campaigners

(below) won seven seats
in WAre Forest council.

was marred b} the seetarlan
refusal of the Socialist Labotr

Party (SLP) of Arthur Scargill to
collaborate with other left coali-

avoid direct
clashes. Sometimes the SLP
chose to stand against other
socialist candidates i1n order to
compete with them and split the
vote, for example in St Michael’s
ward in Coventry, where Karen
McKay’s success left them with a
derisory vote - which they
deserved. o
hese clashes weaken
the left as a whole
because they reduces
the total potentnal
vote for the socialists
who are seen negatively by work-
ing class voters as divided and
sectarian.

This was why the London
Socialist Alliance withdrew when

the SLP put Scargill at the top of

their slate for the European elec-
tions, even though we had built
up an impressive coalition and
the SLP had little organisation in
London.

Post-mortem needed as

Ceri Evans

THE RESULTS of the first Welsh
Assembly elections were a shock to
everyone in Wales. Plaid Cymru
achieved success beyond the hopes

of even their wildest dreamers, while
‘Labour activists were left stunned,

“crushed” in their own words, and
without a majority in the Assembly.
The Assembly was elected using an
additional member system, with 40
constituency seats and 20 additional
seats used to ensure greater propor-
tionality. Welsh voters had two

votes in these elections, the first for

their constituency representative and
the second used to allocate the addi-
tional seats. |

The election was characterised by
a low turnout, a collapse in the
Labour vote and a significant upsurge
in Plaid Cymru support. It was
Labous's lowest share of the vote in

Wales since the 1930s, with Plaid

Cymru only five per cent behind.
Plaid's most astonishing successes

were in winning constituency seats in

the Rhondda, Isiwyn, Lianelli and
Conwy. These results show that not
only did Labour voters stay home in
significant numbers, but that many
voted Plaid. It had been predicted
before the election that Labour vot-
ers might use their second vote to

oeetetanatetade

Waving goodbye to Labour votes: Alun M ichael
“protest against New Labour by vot-

ing Plaid. In the event, many Labour
voters gave both their first and sec-.
ond votes to Plaid, and also voted
for them in the council elections,
held on the same day.

This led to Plaid Cymru takmg con-

trol of Rhondda Cynon Taff and
Caerffili councils, both of which lie in
Labour’s valley heartlands.

Consider these facts:

In the 1997 British general electlon
Labour’s share of the vote was

—m greater than 60% in

....................
.................
-----------------

rrasamad | 5 Welsh constituen-
4 cies. In the first Welsh
general election, this
share remained above
60% in only two con-
stituencies, Blaenau
Gwent and Cardiff
West. Cardiff West,
held in Westminster
by Rhodri Morgan,
was the only con-
stituency which regis-
tered a swing to
Labour.
2 In the 1997 British
1 general election, the
22 Plaid Cymru vote was
2 greater than 10% in
<52 only 10 constituencies.
In 1999, there were

“only two constituencies in which it

remained in single figures: Mon- -
mouth and Brecon and Radnor. The

swing to Plaid Cymru was greater

than 30% in a swathe of valley con-
stituencies. ‘

The Left -

The parties standmg to the left of
Labour and Plaid Cymru polled
poorly. The United Socialists also
stood in nine first-past-the-post
seats, where they achieved some-
what better resuits.

elsh voters punish Labour

Their best results were achieved in
Merthyr Tydfil and Clwyd South,
where they obtained 2.3% of the

votes. On this occasion the votes of
disillusioned Labour supporters went

to Plaid Cymru and not to the small
left wing parties.

Why? As the votes were counted
on May /, Labour’s well-prepared
spin on the results gradually fell
apart. Both Peter Hain and john
Prescott were interviewed early in
the day and blamed complacency
and the “politics of contentment” for
the Iow turn-out!

Untenable

As the day wore on it became
mcreasmgly untenable to argue that
complacency and contentment had

~ caused such large numbers of Labour

voters to switch to Plaid. It became
apparent that Labour’s main strat-
egy in these elections, of frightening
voters away from Plaid with talk of
natlonaitst madness”, had abjectly
fg:led | .
Wrttmg in The Western Mail after -
the result, Peter Hain began by
blaming the two Labour leadership
contests for aliepating voters. He
went on to claim that this was in no
way a protest against New Labour,
but simply that the Government had
failed to motivate its Old Labour
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The LSA would undoubtedly
have agreed to have Scargill at the
top of a joint slate, but the SLIP’s
refusal cven to reply to our letters
proposing discussions on this led
to our withdrawal.

These clections show that itwas
knoyn -candidates
~and  parties  with
£8:%% rack records - in
: struggle and cam-
: paigning  which
&% g received

¢ that were com-
@ 22 plewely unknown or
#e @  parachuted in, usu-
% ke ally failed 1o reach 2
o per cent.
.-:1:3:3:'-?3:?.1:.T. In SCOllal‘ld as
% whole the SLP got
P . MOre top up votes

........
-----------

2% than the SSP even
i@ ... Lhough their organi-
: sation was  very
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woodmmessl weak. This ds

because of the SLLP’s
assooration with
Arlhur Scargill arrd the great
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S maaers’ strike = doubiiless many

ex muners voted for Scargill’s

- party.. There 1s also an ageing ex-
‘Stalinist vote which can always

be relied upon to vote for.the SLP

The SSP 1n contrast drew
strength in precisely those areas,
mainly in the central belt, where
it had worked and campaigned
over a period of time. |

Its supporters would undoubt-
edly have been on average

younger and more dynamic than
those of the SLP. The SSP have
built themselves through their

campaign and hopefully will

build on this in their campaign
for the European elections.

It is clear that space exists in
some parts of these islands for left
candidates. Workers are often
prepared to vote for a united
socialist alternative, if a credible
alliance can be built. As disillu-
sion with New Labour spreads as

its projects becomes clearer, this
‘will be the case more often and

more widely.

base to vote. He ago blamed the
result on the unpopularity of some
Labour councils and that the lack of
a perceived Tory threat in Wales.
His conclusion: Welsh Labour needs
to be more New Labour. |

An article by Paul Flynn, MP for
Newport West, took issue with
Hain's view, and identified the bla-
tantly undemocratic imposition of
Alun Michael as a major factor in
{abour voters’ discontent. It was, he
said “A case of dragons led by poo--
dles.” His conclusion. Welsh Labour
needs to be less New Labour, not
more.

Paul Flynn is undoubtedly correct .

in identifying the election results as a

protest vote against the right-wing
policies of the Blair Government and
Its arrogant and undemocratic prac-
ticés. L |
The vote may also reﬂect a deeper
development in Welsh politics, that
of a growth in support for Plaid
Cymru as a reaction against the
practice of Welsh Labour, at both
council and parhamentary level..
Opinion polls have indicated that

Welsh voters will vote differently in -

British and Welsh general elections. *

At a British state level, they will vote

against the Tories and for a Labour
government o |

On a Welsh level, they are far
more prepared to support Plaid
Cymru , since the Tories do not pose

- a threat.

‘The Labour leadership in Wales ha.s
tried to blame everyone but them-
selves for this disastrous result. The
left in the party must try to ensure
that a thorough postmortem be car-
ried out which fixes the blame
squarely where it belongs.

i credible
s g voles, while those
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Fred Leplat, CFDU
national treasurer

DEMOCRACY is under threat in.

UNISON. Two branches - includ-
ing the largest branch in England
— have been suspended, activists

- are being investigated, “unautho-
rised” placards were banned on

the April 10 Living Wage demon-
stration — and finally a conference
decision allowing branches to

campaign in the union is being

reinterprcted through a “consul-
tation”.

This attack on dcmocracy has
been going on for a year since the
national officials around General
Secretary Rodney Bickerstaffe
atternpted to ban donations from

branches to political organisa-

tions and prevent branches from
orgamsmg togcthcr to develop

“union pelicy.

The national lcadership was
partly defeated on this issue when
last year’s UNISON conference
adopted motion 184. This con-
firmed the right of branches to
campaign to change or develop
union policy, but stopped the
controversial donations. |

National officials were also

defeated at national conference

when they used every trick in the
book to prevent a decision being
made for a national demonstra-
tion for a proper minimum wage,
which would have put them in
conflict with the Blair govern-
ment. |

. Given the obstacles put in the
way of an effective demonstra-
tion, 20,000 people demonstrat-
ing in Newcastle for a proper
Living Wage was certainly a
warning that union members
want more from a Labour govern-

‘ment than just rehashed Tory

policies.
That 1s not the message that

'Bickcrstaffe or the clique behind

him Wthh runs the union want
UNISON to be puttlng out.

‘Since last year’s UNISON con-
ference, national officials have

“attempted to roll back lay-mem-

ber democracy through a whole
series of attacks.

They are now preparlng the
union for a sanitised conference
which will be in their eyes a
“show-case” for the union,- and
where they will not be
“ambushed” as they were last year
with the vote for a demonstration
for a minimum wage.

"The attacks started seriously
after the UCLH branch organised
a very large lobby of the Labour
Party conterence for the mini-
mum wage. The UCLH branch
was never accused of calling an
event which was in breach of the

‘rules of the union. But branches

were asked by the General Secre-
tary to account for the money
spent in sending members onto
the lobby.

Since the formation of UNI-

SON, a small but :ncreasing num- |

ber of activists have been

" investigated — such as those from
Leeds and .

the Liverpool,
Newham branches. Some still are.
This has often occurred in

branches where former NUPE

branch officers were reluctant to
merge, and attempted to depict
former . NALGO activists as bul-
lies. This gave the opportunity
for regional officials to remove
“troublesome” left activists.

However, the current spate of
investigations is directed essen-

tially at SWP activists such as
Dave Carr and Candy Udwin of

the UCLH branch, Brian Butter-

worth of Brent and now Annette
Carey of Sheffield.

The national officials have tar-
geted the SWP as they believe
that they do not attract much
sympathy beyond their own sup-

‘such as the

porters,

" ...............
................

‘because  they mumaiie

have been criti- |
cised for some of §
their tactics by |
others on the left &

CFDU (Cam-
paign for a §
Fighting  and
Democratic Uni-
son).
The ~ SWR
despite some wrong tactlcs, have
attempted to organise a fightback

‘agalnst prlvatlsatlon at UCL Hos-

pital and agamst privatisation of
housing benefit in Sheffield. It 1s
this fighting leadership which
national officials want to crush.
And after having dealt with the
SWP, they will undoubtedly
launch a wider witch-hunt which
will include the CFDU and oth-

“ers on the left.

The recent suspension of Birm-

~ ingham, the largest bianch in the

union by a body called the “Pres-

idential Team” |
trend. Birmingham UNISON,

“with 18,000 members, is not led

by the SWP but has a varied left
leadership which has tried to
organise against council attacks.
Some members made com-
plaints about some branch offi-

cers: but instead of letting the
) members decide who should lead

MSF Conference 1999
eft stranded as Chowcat

confirms this

Bickerstaffe fronts

them, reglonal ofﬁc1als cancelled
the branch AGM and subse-
quently suspended the branch.

Complamts against individuals
are no reason for suspending a

whole branch. The real motiva-

tion for the suspension is that the
Birmingham branch leadership
did not agree with a reorganisa-
tion into sub-branches being pro-
posed by national officials.
Unfortunately, when this matter

was raised at a recent NEC, only

six CFDU supporters and the

three West Midlands NEC mem-

bers voted for lifting the suspen-
sion.
Now the suspension of the

Sheffield UNISON branch, again

by the Presidential Team, takes

this matter further. Complaints

against Annette Carey and other
SWP supporters on the branch
leadership are being used to
demonstrate that “good gover-

is thrown to the

Veronica Fagan

MSF’s annual conference failed in
its most crucial task of forcing the
leadership to account for its
actions over serious allegations of
financial malpractice at the top of
the union.

Assistant General Secretary john
Chowcat had brought forward
charges against General Secretary
Roger Lyons and Head of Finance

‘Nelson Mendes in February . The
union, supposedly the champion of
whistle blowers, suspended
Chowecat, while those alleged to.
have done wrong remained at
work. Now he has apparently
been sacked, and is appealing.

Members are not in a position to

| say whether the charges are

founded or not. The Emergency

resolutions were concerned rather .

with how the union had dealt with
the subsequent investigation. The
whole process was shrouded in
secrecy, with even the National
Elective Committee being denied

detanled reports and union bodnes
forbidden to discuss the matter.
Despite the fact that some reso-
lutions jumped the barrier of the
standing orders committee, con-
ference was undemocratically
denied the right to discuss them.
The President made a lengthy
statement which failed to deal with

the key issues of accountability and

natural justice addressed in the
emergency motions. He then ruled
that no further discussion could
take place.

The floor fieeded a two thirds
majority to overturn this — and the
motion to overturn goes to the
vote without even any motivation.
Legitimate points of order ques-
tioning the interpretation of the

“rules were ignored and democracy

silenced.

Later on however delegates
heard Lyons admit that he had had
two salary advances totalling
£6000 in the last two years with-
out the NEC’s knowledge — this
to a man who earns around

nance” of the branch has broken
down. |

Reglonal officials are now run-
ning the branch, and all stewards
have been asked whether they
agree with the actions of the Pres-

._1dent1al Team and will co-operate

“with the reorganisation of the
“branch before being allowed by
~ régional officials to continue as
| ‘stewards”

- The attacks on democracy also
go hand in hand with an attempt
to prevent any political alterna-

tive being presented 1o the mem-

bershlp ‘There is no national
- | opposmon to privati-
‘sation = whether
through “Best Value”

_ or PFI schemes, or to
“220% Y the imposition of nor-

.............
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- 'mal overtime rates for
...... . working the Millen-
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NHS, or to the
miserly pay rises
being offered in local
government.
National officials
are trying to prevent
the left from winning
conference to a fight-
ing strategy, or at least
a national demonstra-
. tion on issues of con-
cern to the
embershlp and which could
place the union in conflict with
the New Labour government.
The national leadership has

therefore drafted guidelines on

the right to campaign in UNI-
SON which would, if adopted,
restrict this right by preventing
any branch-based initiative, such
as a conference on Best Value, if it

does not have the support of the

‘Regional Commuittee.

Fortunately, a number of
branches and the CFDU and
SWP, are organising against this
attack on democracy. One of the
proudest founding principles of

"UNISON was that it was to be a

“member-led” union.

We must not let the Bickerstafte
and his officials ditch these prin-
ciples to create a union in which
all the levers of power are in the
hands of full-time bureaucrats.

yons!

£80,000. He was pressured to
explain why he is not giving the
£15,000 he earns at the Monopo-
lies and:Mergers Commlsswn back

" to the union.

It is not in the end surprising that
Lyons survived — he is a key ally -
not only of the TUC leadership
but also of Blair's New Labour. But
the left, once again disorganised
and uncombative as a whole at this
conference, despite attempts from
London and lrelandto steer itin a -
more positive direction, must find
a way to break the log jam.

Without a serious frontal chal-
lenge the important steps forward

“at the level of policy that were
made will be ignored or sidelined.

Positive decisions there were —
including 43 per cent of confer-
ence voting for an anti-war resolu-
tion and a decision to affiliate to
Reclaim our Rights, both in defi-
ance of the top table. But these
will not be sufficient to create the
kind of union that its members
deserve and need.




Poison
cloud over
Balkans

FEARS of a massive ecological fall-
out spreading across the Balkans

have grown with the intensifying
NATO onslaught on Serbian

chemical plants. Among other tar-

gets, NATO planes have deliber-
ately hit plants manufacturing
PVC, which is highly toxic.

Massive oil slicks have been
released into the river Danube
from wrecked refineries, and Bel-
grade scientists have warned peo-
ple not to eat fish.

Towns in northern Greece have
‘been warned that poisonous diox-
ins released into the atmosphere
by the bombing could affect their
water supplies and crops.

Dioxins can be produced by
chemical reactions following
explosions at pharmaceutical
plants, oil refineries, fertiliser
depots or electrical transformers.

The fears that this carcinogenic
poison could be affecting food-
stuffs were increased when the
French government warned shop-
pers to avoid Greek-grown
asparagus. [here are reports that
dioxin levels in Thrace have
increased 15-fold since the bomb-
ing began. o

The Union of Greek Chemists
has echoed warnings of an “eco-
logical catastrophe” in Serbia,
while concerns are also growing
in Bulgaria, Macedonia and Roma-
nia.
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Radiation danger
from NATO weapons

Assistant Prof. Dr. Radoje
Lausevic, Serbian
Ecological Society

Belgrade University
The public in the UK and 1n

Yugoslavia are largely unaware
that bullgts being fired by A-10

‘anti-tank aircraft and probably all

Tomahawk Cruise missiles fired
by the US contain depleted ura-
nium (DU).

The development of these
radioactive weapons 1s based on
the fact that uranium {(atormic
mass 238) 1s much denser than
lead (atomic mass 207), and
therefore its kinetic energy is suf-
ficient to penetrate-tank armour
or concrete buildings more eftec-
tively than lead, prior to detona-
tion. | .

The design of the bullet 1s to
incorporate a long thin cylinder
of DU housed in a plastic sheath
or “sabot”. This means 1n turn
that the very small leading edge
of the bullet pierces with maxi-
mum impact. The same principle

- 1s used in Tomahawk Cruise mis-

‘siles, with the aim of piercing

concrete obstructions rather than
metal.

The bullets were used in the
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Gulf War, and some 1 million of
them still lie in the deserts of that
region where subsequently the
incidence of leukaemia, cancer,
and birth defects have risen
sharply as a consequence of the

“ensuing environmental radiation.

The amount of DU scattered

~around the Gulf war zone is given

as 350 tons, but including the
nose cones of Cruise missiles and
helicopter rotors, the figure is
nearer 750 tons. This 1s 27 TBe-
querels of radioactivity, one fifti-
eth of the total alpha releases

from Sellafield over its entire

operating history.

The same is happening 1n
Bosnia, where DU was also
employed. | -

Some 80,000 US Gulf War veter-
ans now suffer from the so-called

Gulf War syndrome, whose symp-
toms are 1dentical to radiation
sickness. The US military are

well aware of this, and are on
record as confirming that radia-
tion from the surface of a DU
shell carries a dose equivalent to a
chest X-ray per hour. Each A-10
Thunderbolt 30mm cannon anti
tank shell contains some 275g
(10.1 Bqg). A single 120mm
Abrams tank DU shell contains

on the

more than ten times as much.

When DU bombs detonate, ura-

nium oxide is formed in tiny par-
ticulates (0.5 - S microns). These
can - be blown several hundred
miles by the wind or suspended

electrostatically 1n the atmo-

sphere. The half life of Urantum
is 102 (ten and nine noughts)
years, so they do not decay.

One “hot particle” of this DU
material in the lungs 1s equiva-
lent to a chest X-ray per hour for
life. It 1s impossible to remove, so

the affected lung gradually 1rradi-

ates the victim until death

ensues. -
In the use of DU, both ground-

based combatants and their tar-

gets are almost certain to suffer
long term radiation sickness and
premature death. The Pentagon
view is that the short term etfec-

‘tiveness outweighs the long term
“situation, but this 1s an error.

The public at large are unaware
that these weapons are weapons
of mass destruction and that
there have been requests for them
to be placed, like cluster bombs,
Geneva Convention
banned list. |

It is said that the unprecedente
use of Cruise missiles with DU
inserts in Yugoslavia will have

“the same effect as the Chernobyl*

and Three Mile Island disasters.

=% Yu 20 fa ctory

The television images
showed a car assembly line
reduced to twisted metal.

The plant was in -
Yugoslavia’'s biggest indus-
trial complex, called Zas-
tava, in the town of
Kragujevac, some 75 miles
from Belgrade.

On March 27, workers
there had sent out an
appeal to people all over
the world via the Internet.

- They said they had voted

to remain in their plant day
and night, acting as a |
“human shield” to protect it
from U.S./NATO bombing.

Some 38,000 workers
were employed at Zastava.
Another 60,000 worked in
the area in supporting jobs.
The complex included |
Yugoslavia’s only auto fac-
tory, which produced the
Yugo car. -

The workers’ objective,
according to their state-
ment, was “to protect with
their bodies what provides
for their and their families’
living.” | |

In their “Letter from Ser-
bian Workers” they
appealed to workers every-
where, but especially in the
NATO countries, “to more
loudly raise their voices”
against the bombings.

The attacks, they said,
were destroying hospitals
and schools and attempting
to reduce their industry to
rubble.

The letter included the
coordinates of the indus- =~ |
trial complex, in defiance of
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the US/NATO warmongers.

On April 9—Good Friday
on the Orthodox Christian
calendar—NATO stepped up
its murderous air assault.
Among its targets was the
Zastava industrial complex.

The missiles found their
target. The complex was
destroyed.

Some 124 workers of the
“human shield” were
injured, 20 seriously. The
night shift was occupying
the factory when the
bombs hit. A year ago the
workforce was a focus of
opposition to the Milosevic
regime: it will be a long
time before they can go on
strike again. |

~Again these calculations by emi-
nent radiation physicists are not
being released to the media.

In other words the action of 1s
likely to have a long term perni-
cious effect not only on that part
of Europe, but on their own
ground troops 1f deployed, and
almost certainly on the refugees
from the Kosovo region.

This may be partly why NATO
1s reluctant to engage ground
troops: You will see from CNN
and other news program pictures
that they are beginning already to
wear submicron gas masks. The
Yugoslav population however,
together with aid workers and
ethnic Albanians are largely
unprotected. | -

/~
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quences of whfch could lead to the permanent
lian population and their natural envi-
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Geoff Ryan

Kosova before
Tito

t the end of the

nia, Greece and the Kingdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes

(which became the Kingdom of.ﬂ
- Yugoslavia in 1929). Kosova was .

allocated to Yugoslavia.

During the Second World War
Kosova was divided between Ger-
many (which occupied the min-
eral rich northern part) Bulgaria
in the east, with the rest gomg to
Italy. |
The Italian-occupied part was
integrated into Albania, which
had been invaded by Italy and
attached to the Italian monarchy
in 1938. After the fall of Mus-
solini, German forces occupied
the whole of Kosova.

Many Kosovars welcomed the
Italian invasion as it appeared to
realise the dream of uniting all
Albanians in a single state. The

post war settlement had resulted

in a majority of Albanians (about

60 per cent) living outside Alba-

nia: apprommately 70 per cent of
“them in Kosova.
For the first time Albanian

became the language of instruc-

tion in schools and was widely
uscd throughout the administra-

tion. Serb and Montenegrin sct-

tlers — who had moved to Kosova
during the colonisation by the
Yugoslav government in the

1920s and 1930s — were allaeked |

by Albanians.

A number of collabotationist
organisations developed amongst
Kosova Albanians: but with the
exception of the small number of

Albanians who joined the ‘Skan-
most of these organisations were
not primarily pro-Nazi.
were motivated mainly by Alba-
nian nationalism often combincd

with a marked anti-Communism.
Kosova was the arca of weakest
support for the Partisans. In the
Summer of 1940 there were only
239 Party members in Kosova, of
only 25 were Albanians.
In August 1943 a CPY report

whom

‘Among .the
the Communists

stated

masscs, are

regarded as having sold 1hc..m—a@

sclves to the Serbs’.
As a result of the \\Ldl\IlLbbLb of

the Partisans the liberation of

Kosova was carried out to a large
extent by Bulgarian and Soviet
forces, particularly in the cast

There was a wide-spread Alba-

Balkan wars ‘and’ the:-*_
First World-War the =~
Albanian ‘nation’ was:"f
divided between a [
number of different states: Alba- - -

They

‘secede.
‘Kosova did not have 1ts own
: ‘mdependcnt legislature or 1ts
- own supreme - court.
- administrative
‘deprived of any independent

T’ %. 2 ol
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nian uprising in earlyl 1945, and

- Kosovo was placed under martial -

law: thousands of Albanians were
killed by the Partisans in the
course of supffessing Albanian
resistance.

Kosova under
Tlto

osova was incorpo-
rated - 1nto
Yugoslavia largely
against the wishes
| e of its inhabitants.
The decision to join Kosova to
Serbia was passed by acclamation
at a meeting in July 1945 of the

Regional People’s Council of

Kosova, at which only 33 out of
the 142 delegates were Albanians.
Under the 1946 Constitution

Kosova was recognised as an

‘Autonomous Region’ of Serbia,
giving it a lower status than the

‘autonomous. Province’ of Vojvo-

dina. Albanians, despite being
the third most numerous people
in Yugoslavia (behind Serbs and

Croats) were not recognised as a

‘Nation’ but merely as a ‘national

. minority’.
derbeg’ volunteer SS d1vxsion,_' _‘

Only ‘Nauons could have their

own republics within the federa-

tion: and only ‘Nations’ could
Unlike - Vojvodina,

Its loeal

units  were

decision making power.
‘Both the Albanian and Yugosla-

vian CP leaders were, after 19435,
Albanian

in favour of building a wider
Balkan federation and there 1s no

reason to suppose that they did

not believe that the question of
Kosova’s future — and that of
other Albanian communitics In
Yugoslavia.— could not be settled
amicably within this wider feder-
ation. Enver Hoxha produced
plans for the unification of the

Albanian and Yugoslav armies
and, as late as March 1948 was
urging Tito to take concrete steps

towards the unification of the two

states.

After the initial repression the
CPY also took steps to meet some
Kosovar demands. The Albanian
language was given equal status,
at least in theory, with Serbo-
Croat in legal and official matters.

These small but important mea-
sures came to an end with the
Stalin-Tito split in 1948 when the
Albanian leadership became one
of the most implacable opponents
of the Yugoslavs.

Effects of the
Stalin-Tito split

he split with Stalin,
and consequently
Albania, led to a
period of increased
repression  of
Albanian population - of
Yugoslavia. Belgrade was afraid
that the Albanian CP would try to
mobilise the large Albanian pop-
ulation 1n Yugoslavia to over-
throw the Tito regime. At the
same time the Hoxha regime in
Albania accused dissidents of
being Titoist agents.

The border between the two
states was sealed, leading to vir-
tual isolation between Albanians

different sides of the border
o e e ¥ “- of the province, with bllmgual-

for several decades.
Throughout the 1950s the Alba-
nian population of Yugoslavia

remained largely cowed, subject

to continual repressmn There
were, however, signs of resis-

unfurled.over government build-
ings, schools and on trains. The
result was increased' repression,
with thousands of arrests.

The period 1956-60 saw the

the

autonomous

death | |
‘The massive
expansion of higher
education at the
‘University of
Prishtina was not
matched by

increased job oppor-

development of Albanian literary
circles in Kosova, in which Adem
Demaci - a future leader of the

Kosova Liberation Army - first

came to prominence. Demaci was

“jailed for denouncing the forced

deportation of hundreds of thou-
sands of Albanians on the pretext
that they were Turks. Other
Kosova® writers of this period

“were also forced into exile, or

jailed. ~
The slogan ‘Kosova - Republlc
was first heard on the streets dur-

ng demonstrations on November

27, 1968 in Prishtina and several
other Kosova towns. Other slo-

gans included: ‘We want a Uni-

versity’;; ‘Down with colonial
policy in Kosova’; ‘Long live
Albania’;. and ‘Long Live Enver

. Hoxha'.

Demonstratxons rapidly spread
throughout Kosova and into
Macedonia. These demonstra-
tions resulted in amendments to

stitutions which gave judicial and
legislative  rights to the
provmces,
direct representation in the fed-
eral assembly.

Kosova was also. given its own
university and ﬂag (that of Alba-
nia). .

The 1974 Consutution made

‘Kosova (and Vojvodina) a Repub-
lic in all but name. Following this -

came mcreased Albanianisation

ism a necessary quahfieanon for
employment in public services
and four fifths of available posts

freserved for Albanians.
In 1976 Adem Demaci, along‘

~again put on trial, charged with

various ‘crimes’ > including ‘organ-
xsmg against the people and the
state’, ‘hostile propaganda’ and
forming the ‘National Liberation
Movement . of Kosova’. The
defendants were sentenced to 15

years imprisonment. After Tito’s

and

tunities.

In 1981-2 demon- .
strations by Alba-
‘nian students. broke
out throughout the
province. They were
brutally repressed,
with over 30,000 sol-
diers. The protests
soon spread beyond
students, with
increasing numbers
of Albanian workers
joining, and took on
a more political significance. The
demand for a Kosova Republic
was raised along with slogans
such as: ‘Unification with Alba-
nia’; ‘We are Albanians not
Yugoslavs’ and ‘Long live Adem
Demact’. |

Although martial law was lifted
after two months there was a
steady erosion of Kosovar rights.
In September 1981 strict censor-

- ship was imposed on the teaching

of Albanian history, while the

quotas for Kosovar students were

gradually reduced. Nor was this
confined to Kosova. Hundreds

of Albanians were jailed 1n Mace-
‘donia and an attempt was made to

make displaying the Albanian
flag illegal - despite the fact that

there had been no riots in Mace-

donia

The Rise of the
LDK

both the federal and Serbian Con- -

g he overturning by
Milosevic of Kosova's
Constitutional posi-
tion in 1989 was
" opposed by virtually

~ all sectors of the Kosovar com-

mumty Miners from the Trepca

“mines went on strike, including a
‘hunger strike underground. ’

After the Kosova Parliament’s
decision to surrender Kosovan

autonomy (a decision made with"

the Parliament building sur-
rounded by tanks,. and heli-
copters and war planes flying
overhead) 114 out of 123 Alba-

“nian MPs met on July 2, 1990 in
~ the street outside the locked Par-

“with 18, other defendants, was liament buildmg and “declared

tance. On May Day 1956 four -
Kosovar, youths flew an Albamang
~flag in Djakovica. Over the next .
few months Albanian flags were

Kosova ‘an equal and - indepen- -
dent entity within the framework‘
of the Yugoslav federation’.
On September 7 the same dele-
gates meet in Kacanik and issued
the proclamation of a constitu-
tional law for a ‘Republic of
Kosova’ which laid down provi-
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~ Imperialism’s favourite Kosovar, Ibrahim Rugo'va
KLA S ghters ny to izbemte thezr country by more direct means. But Blair

= - s10ns for new electrons for Parlia-
. .mentand ofa Kosovar Pre51dent |

S In September 1991 “a ‘referen-
‘ﬁdum was held which rattﬁed the
decision of the underground Par-
liament  to declare: Kosova a
‘soveréign | and

republic. - ’

Supposedly 87 per cent-qf eligi-

ble -voters partzcrpated with 99
per cent of them in favour.

Accordtngly Kosova was pro-

claimed independent on Novem-
ber 19, 1991. On -May 24, 1992

elections were held, using private

houses as polling stations.

The current that gained the

most from this was the Demo-
cratic League of Kosova (LDK)
of Ibrahim Rugova.

The LDK won 96 seats; the Par-
liamentary Party of Kosova (led
by Adem Demaci) 13 seats; the
Albanian- Christian Democratic
Party 7; the Albanian Peasant

Party 7; and 2 seats were won by

independents.
Five other seats went to Slav

Muslim representatives. An addi-

tional 14 seats were held open for
representatives of the Serb and
Montenegrin  populations,
though these were not filled as
only a small number of Serbs and
Montenegrins participated in the
election. Ibrahim Rugova was
elected unopposed as President.

~ The Parliament never actually
met. Decisions were, therefore,
taken by Rugova and his closest
associates without ever having to
be debated in front of Kosovar
representatives.

~The basic strategy of Rugova
was to avoid conflict with Bel- .

grade, hence a policy of passrve
resistance. More militant actions
‘were denounced as the work of
provocateurs,-acting on behalf of
Belgrade. The hope was that wes-

- ern governments would reward
~ the restraint shown by the Koso-
vars with recognition of Kosovan

independence.

Such futile hopes were to be |

rudely_ shattered at Dayton,
which encouraged wide sections

of Kosovars to believe that they .
‘'would only -achieve their aims of .-

an independent Kosova through

violence. The Rugova project not
only failed at an international
level: it also had serious conse-,‘

quences inside Kosova itself. -

The LDK decided to boycottw
all elections to the Serbxan Parlia- -

‘ment. As a result Arkan became
MP for a Kosova. seat and Milose-
vic remained in power. Albanians
who advocated participation were
denounced as traitors. |

mdependent

~ nia and could,

"The attempt to create a parallel

‘state increased the already greatly |
sition to the LDK policies. By

developed system of ‘apartheid’ in

Kosova. By 1996 there was virtu-

ally no communication between
Serbs and Albanians. They did

“not even use the same forms of
- :transport:
‘while Albanians used buses. Most.
‘Albanians under twenty could
neither speak nor understand

Serbs took the train

Serbian. The responsibility for
this situation lies, of course with
Milosevic: nevertheless the poli-

cies of the LLDK actually exacer-
‘bated 1t. |

The [.LDK beheved that the elec-

" Demaci,

(lefr) mgratzates hzmself with Italian premier d’Alema, while (below)
(opposite) and NATO still oppose independence.

Qosja’s attacks on Rugova were

an indication of a growing oppo-

1996 there were 15 different Alba-
nian parties in Kosova. The most

“vocal attacks came from Adem
characterised
‘democracy in Kosova as a carica-

‘who

ture and denounced the LDK for

its monopoly of power.

- He was also savagely critical of

the institutions of the parallel
‘state. Demaci went on to argue
‘that engagement with genuine

Serbian opposition forces was
more important than attracting

Western attention.

‘nian ‘mafia’ and

Many of these weapons found"’
- their way across the border to

Kosova. Among those leading the
resistance are many former offi-
cers of the old Yugoslav People’s

“Army and Kosovan Territorial

Defence Forces, from the period

previous to 1989.

Volunteers, arms and money

have also come from the 600 000
-~ Albanians working 1n | :
Germany, Switzer-.

land and other

money may
well
from the Alba-

limestone,

from drug smug-
gling. -
In - early 1999, the US

relaunched its efforts to force the

Kosovans to accept the plan.

What’

kaolin. guartz. ashestos.
marble. chrome
and bauxite.

KLA ﬁnally capltulated Demac1

- resigned from the leadership and

is now in Slovenia. It is rumoured
that the new KLA leadershrp
have threatened to kill him as a
traitor.

The ‘illusions’ ‘Demaci spoke of

flow from the political weakness

ol

of the KLA leadership, which has '

a ‘militaristic’ tendency to reject
polttlcal struggle, identifying
‘the failed politics of

countries . : ~in general. The
the  same in 1t for the 'KLgA’ political
people who 4 declaratlons

largely west’? “make no men-
TGl Kosova has some of the richest sl of the Serb
Nz mineral wealth in the Baikans. " minority, except
the past RUCINCIUERCICIACCR SR EINGIICIN (o say that it is
NOZCIURIE  jead. zinc, magnesium. lignite, in the 1nterests

~of ‘peace in the
Balkans, for both
the Serbs and the
Albanians’ to end the
- occupation of Kosova.-

* In general, the KILLA expresses
little in the way of ideology,
claiming last September, ‘We do
not fight for party or political

tion of Sah Berxsha as President

in Albania in 1991 would bring
Albaman assistance to Kosova.
~ Berisha was from northern Alba-

expected to be sympathetic to
Kosova’s plight. In his early

~ speeches he did indeed promise
to provide all possible aid to

Kosova. The realities of Albama S
poverty stricken economy - as
well as pressure from western

leaders — forced him to moderate

his stance and declare Albania’s

frontiers with Montenegro and

Serbia to be mvwlable

Nevertheless the issue of unifi-
~cation with Albania did not go
away. One of the forémost advo-

cates of unification was Rexhep

._'Qosla who crmctsed Rugova for

his reliance on passive resistance
and 1n51sted that Serbs and Alba-

nians had to separate The same
Rexhep Qosja was one of the sig-
of the Rambouillet

natories
accord, which committed the

KLA to disarming and rematnlngr

within Serbia.

therefore be

Although Demaci stopped short
of advocating armed struggle at

that time he was shortly to
‘become a leader of a new force in

Kosova that would seriously chal-

lenge Rugova’s domination of
Kosova political life: the UCK

(Kosova Liberation Army).

The KLA

v mid-1998, the KLA
- had
Demaci’s party as 1ts
. political leadership -~ a

significant step given
that Demaci advocated dialogue
with non-nationalist Serbs. He
argued that on gaining indepen-
dence a Republic of Kosova could
enter into a new and equal federa-

tion with Serbia and Montenegro,, :

which he called ‘Balkam]a
The sudden emergence of the

i KLA in laté 1997 was because of
the liberation of hundreds of

thousands of weapons in Albania
during the revolutionary uprising
against the Berisha government
earlier that year.

L, e N )

v o
=
T
P
) C
X,
y

S

&
-~ Al
L

v
QLA

N

appointed

L
D
.1:‘:-',"9".
3

Gtven the Albantans natural dlS-”

belief that they could feel secure

within Serbia, without their own
armed forces and with the KLA

disarmed, the US now offered a
NATO “peacekeepmg force
police the deal.

Despite the original left -wing
leadership of the KLA it has now
clearly moved to the right, relying

on NATO rather than its own

-strength -
It is, of course, easy to undcrr

stand why many Kosovars see
NATQ as their salvation at the

moment. The lack of any alterna-
tive leadership within the work-
“ers’” movement — not to mention

the military power of NATO -

would very easily push them in
that direction. ‘Nevertheless
Demaci and others pressuréd the
Kosovan delegation at Rambouil-

let to reject this attempi to ‘con- -
accept -
" nia. A polmcal line that relies on

vince Albanians 1o

capitulation, by launching -illu-

sions and empty promises’.

However, under massive pres-
sure from pro-Western Albanian

forces, the lcading wing of the

/-

ing

ER)
Y
L )

‘- Rngova with politics
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1nterests, as s do the poltttcal par- *

ties in Kosova and Albania’. That
is its real weakness.

It is notable that the supposedly
more “militant” militarist faction
ended up acceptmg Rambouillet
while the “moderate” Demaci
wing, which advocates dtaloguc

as a capitulation to imperialism.
Certainly if Kosova is to gain
mdependcnce it will be by follow-
the lines advocated by
Demaci rather than the present

leadership of the KLA. NATO

has made it plain on many ccca-

sions that it will not countenance
an mdepcndent Kosova, and any .

‘NATO troops would be there

either 1o prevent Kosovan inde-
pendence or to enforce a partition
they have negotlatcd w:th Mlloso-_

vic.
Still less would NATO allow
Kosova to become part of Alba-

NATO and fails to open up dis-

lead 1o disaster.

with Serbs rejected Rambouillet -

cussions with non-nationalist,
anti-Milosevic Serbs 1s likely to




- ing the votes for and against.

-Bremen, Schleswig-Holstein and

~eight SPD members of parlia-

Oskar Lafontdine has also con-
‘demned the war. -- |

Jospin - has had little difficulty
‘containing dissidents: within the

- spoken olu_t.i'fa:gainst ‘the NATO
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Schroeder promised that “Ger-
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our frontiers if they have a UN linton? Tony Blair -
mandate.” But at the recént SPD which a number of left currents
congress the Chancellor blocked
a left-wing motion opposing any
NATO ground war in Yugoslavia,
and successfully 1mposed a
motion approving the bombing
campaign, though without count-.

‘bombing and in favour of Koso-
var rights. But they focus on their
‘criticism on the US rather than
on France’s SP-led government.
Jean-Pierre Chevenement’s Cit-
1zens’ Movement (MDC), a dissi-
“dent faction outside the socialist
party, but strongly represented in
the government, has a much
clearer anti-war position, though
MDC leaders continue to stress
their loyalty to the Jospin govern-
ment. . —_—
There was little initial support
for the NATO intervention in
Italy, though a majority of voters
seem to support NATO bombing.
The first tosspeak out against the
bombings were the Refounded
Communists (PRC) and the Pope.
Italy 1s a key base for the NATOQO
intervention, and centre-left
Prime Minister  Massimo
- D’Alema has manoeuvred hard to
maintain elite consensus and
public support for the interven-
tion. Italy’s government is an
unusually broad coalition, within

stop short of anything that could
bring down the government.

119 of Italy’s 630 MPs have
demanded a NATO ceasefire,
opposed a ground intervention,
and condemned ethnic cleansing
— though stressing their “loyal
and total support for the govern-
ment”. |

This dissident platform has
been signed by all the Green
MPs, supporters of ex-PRC leader
Armando Cossuta, and dissidents
within the DS and PPI. \

With fanatic pro-NATO leaders
like former Prime Minister Filipe
Gonzalez and current NATO

In response, the left within the
SPD went public with its opposi-
tion to the war. Federations in

Munich issued proclamations, as
did the “Frankfurt Circle”and

ment, including Andrea Nahles,
president of the Party’s youth
wing (Yusos). Former minister

French Prime Minister Lionel social democrats (PSOE) support
the conservative government’s
pro-intervention discourse.

Only three PSOE MPs, from the
Socialist Left current (IS)
abstained in the vote approving

-Spanish participation in
"NATO campaign.

ruling Socialist Party. The Social-
ist Left Current (Gauche social-
iste) of ‘Gerard Filoche, Jean-Luc
Melanchon and Julien Dray has

o &

b

.

2

4
N

ments, which fuel anti-imperiatist -~ 3IY€ nome aemanstration
consciousness. 56 does US support & okhladlon v

o

TArmando Cossuta, now a minister L
Moscow and Belgrade, in a futile

|2 mediator role between Milosevic . the
fandthewest.. .. % > anced by statements that the party  Pressure on
" There are remnants of “either? is absolutely committed to remain- -
ATO"M'IOSEVfCCOId-War ing in the Jospin government! eace in'the

| well as nostalgia for Serbia’s “actu-
ally existing socialism™. ~

 But despite the regular contacts  have the potential to organise mas- Tl 8
i N IR s NS sive resistance to the war. After suc- = i NiAT A

|engagement in the anti-war move-

. Hmilitant and anti-NATO, and the
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Extracts from speech by
Cuban leader Fidel Castro
on May 4, after some
remarks to the Cuban
baseball team |
“"ON THE EVE of the next millen-
nium Europe, —that is, NATO and
its members, the United States of
America included— is involved in
what can be described, whether
they like it or not, as genocide.
That is what resuits from depriv-
ing one million people from elec-
tricity and heating services,
overnight and in mid winter. Also
from cutting off all communica-

tions, sources of energy and trans-

portation; destroying non-military
facilities. providing crucial services
to all the population and tearing to
pieces all the means of life created
by a nation. |

Such destructive frenzy, either
by mistake or recklessness, is

directly killing or injuring thou-

sands of civilians while trying to
submit them by the destruction of

their mass media and the intensifi-

cation of the psychological warfare
with overpowering technology and
bombs. Unquestionably, this is a
major genocide. =

Europe is involved in a conflict
hazardous to itself and the world.
An extremely serious precedent is
being set in defiance of interna-
tional law and the United Nations
Organisation, and resulting in an
increasingly complicated the situa-

~ tion. | -
We are of the view that in such a

predicament only a political, and
not-a military, solution is possible
based on respect for the rights of
every nation in that region, and
every religion, ethnic group and
culture: a solution for both, Ser-
bians and Kesovars. |

| am deeply convinced that the
problem cannot be solved by
force, that the military technology
will crash against the will of any
people determined to fight. |
firmly believe that when the peo-
ple are willing to fight —and this is
how | feel about our own people,
too— no power, regardless of its
might, can throw them down on
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“Unquestionably this is genocide”
their knees.

(...) .

“Europe and NATO have
become the hostages of a subjec-
tive factor: the decision the Ser-
bians might adopt —or not— to
resist to the end, although it is to
be assumed that after such
destruction they are not going to
be much inclined to give up. What

“is happening there was obvious to

us from the beginning.

This does not mean that we are
against anybody’s rights; we sup-
port both, the rights of the Ser-
bians and the Kosovars’ rights.

When we were recently
informed that Guantanamo Naval
Base would be used to accommo-
date 20 thousand Kosovar
refugees, we immediately agreed,
and | think it is the first time that
we have agreed with anything the
United States of America has done
in that base. | |

We said that we did not only
agree that 20 thousand Kosovar
refugees were sheltered there but
also that we were willing to coop-
erate as much as possible in pro-
viding care for those refugees, that
we offered our hospital services if
required, our doctors and any
other cooperation within our
capabilities.

In the end, the refugees were
not sent in. The truth is that none

of the NATO countries, which

have dropped so many bombs
there, really want to receive
refugees.”

Italian anger as US|

bombs dro

near Venice

HUNDREDS of deadly cluster bombs dumped by US warplanes
after abortive NATO missions over Serbia have been causing

havoc in the sea near Venice.

One Italian fishing boat has been destroyed by exploding

injured.

‘bombs caught in nets and several fishermen have been badly

The most recent episode came the day after NATO admitted
Killing up to 100 Kosovar villagers in a bombing raid, and a

‘month after cluster bombs and laser-guided missiles were
dropped into Italy’s Lake Garda. o

Mealy-mouthed NATO propagandists would only grudgingly
admit that the bombs which fell as close as 7 miles from
Venice were “certainly similar to NATO’s stocks.
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[A young
refugee’s

tale |

| VLORA s young, well dressed,
and speaks perfect English. A
few weeks ago she worked for
an international organisation in
Pristina and earned a good
salary. Yesterday the Chetniks
cleansed her street. Today she is

a refugee. She sits with the fam- 1 .

ily who have taken her in, their
children and her sisters. They
hug a lot, otherwise she seems
in very good shape after her
experience. MICK WOODS
spoke to her briefly in Tetova.
What happened yesterday?
The Serb police came and told
us we had to leave. We took
what we could and left, my
three sisters and |. |

Did they put you on a train? |

No we drove to the border in
a neighbour’s car. There was a
really long queue when we got
there so wu .valked the Iast 7/
kilometres. |
| Did they take your papers"

Yes, everything they could find.
They got my passport but |
managed to keep my identity
card ,0 | have some evidence of
who | am.

And were you robbed"

Yes, they tried to take every-
thing of value they couid find
when they searched us. It was
systematic.

Who was doing the robblng,
JNA, police, irregulars?

-Everybody — JNA, police, mili-
tias, armed Serb civilians. It’s
total chaos there!

Were there many young
men at the border?

No not many, many are in hid-

ing for fear of their lives or have |

gone to join the UCK.
Do you believe the young
men are being massacred?

We are sure of it. We have
heard reports from many places,
of course they cannot be veri-
fied. The Serbs drove all the
international organisations out
for that reason.
| have also heard reports
that former workers with
international organisations
are being victimised....

This is true, | can’t give many
details because we were under
siege in Pristina. We stayed in
our houses, the phones didn't -
work. We heard rumours.
There is no way, at the moment,
to really confirm anything or find
anyone. If somebody has
crossed into a neighbouring
country they should have been
registered, if they’re still in
Kosova there is no way to find
out. | don’t even know where
my parents are. |
What are conditions in
Pristina?

Food is scarce and'expensive
electricity and water are scarce,
there are no telephones ”

Apart from the army and
police, there are Serb irregulars
and armed Serb cw:llans going
around. |
Was your lack of papers a
problem when you came to
the border?

No, you only have to give your
name, former address, date of
birth and where you intend to
stay. Oh yes, | had to give the
border guard 100DM. We didn't
have anywhere to stay, but luck-
ily this family took us in.

R
. .
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Kosovars may be ﬂavour of the month zvith ministers: but what about the asylum seekers Labour’s Bill would exclude?

WAR certainly exposes
hypocrisy.

Last week the Queen Mother

unveiled a monument to the

- “heroic” citizens of London

who lived through the “blitz”
in the second world war.

But nowgthe citizens of Bel-
grade have to be shown to be
deserving of a similar “blitz”,
which is constantly bemg

stepped up.

- For the government’s own
reasons we are toid the truth

about what it is like to be a

refugee: driven from one’s
home, witnessing murder,
experiencing torture or brutal-
ity, left without possessions,

~ afraid and traumatised.

The response to this is the
massive. public support for
refugees from Kosova. One
Scottish paper had the head-
line in Albanian “You are wel-
come here”. People have
stood at airports with wel-

come banners.

‘Suddenly the phrase “bogus
asylum seekers” seems to
have disappeared from the

lips of politicians who used to

start every speech with it.
The word has gone out to

clear the remaining Kosovans -

out of the detention centres
and prisons, although there
are still two in Campsfield
who, the government claims,
can’t prove they are Koso-
vans.

The new voucher system will

not apply to these refugees.
They will be allowed benefits,
and the right to work. The

- government has even talked

of allowing 1000 per week
into Britain, even though they

~ will have been in another

country before coming to

~Britain (Albama or Macedo—
. hia).

Whilst the experlence of the

,Kosovans since the bombing

started has been terrible
heyond belief, it is no differ-
ent from what refugees have
experienced in other parts of
the world, or what Kosovans

experience« before the bomb-

ing.

Earlier in the year, when we
demonstrated outside Camps-

field in support of large num-
bers of Kosovans amongst
other refugees inside, the
government used every kind
of excuse to try to discredit
them, saying they were really
Albanians.

Now they admit that Milose-
vic's troops have been driving
them out of their homes for a
long period of time, and that
is why NATO was “forced” to
act.

What about the Kurds,
whose villages have been
destroyed, and whose rela-
tives have been massacred?

Or the Nigerians opposed to
the multinationals who work

- with the military? Or the

ew Labour shows
pocrisy on refugees

Palestinians, Timorese, |
Tamils, Algerians and others,
who are fleeing regimes sup-
ported and armed by NATO
governments?

If their stories were told, like

the Kosovans, they would be

- seen to be human beings as

well, in need of support and
sustenance, and not deten-
tion and deportation. '
Refugees are nearly always
the victims of war and dicta-

torial regimes. They deserve
{o be seen and treated as the

Kosovans arriving in Britain
now, and not as the new asy-
lum bill proposes.

They are not guilty of crimes

~ and therefore do not deserve

to be locked up.

[This is an edited version of
an letter written for The
Campsfield Monitor]

Protests gain strength

Pete Flrmm

As the bombing escalates and the
numbers of Serb and Kosovan
casualties increases and the plight
of those expelled from Kosova
‘worsens, the anti-war movement
is growing.

The second national anti-war
demonstration on May 8 was sig-
nificantly bigger than the first on
April 11, although still no more
than about 10,000. |

Central London public meetings
are packed with-hundreds of peo-
ple and sizeable meetings and
demonstrations have been organ-
ised around the country. '

Organisations have come
together in a loose coordination
around the slogans “Stop the
Bombing, NATO out of the -

‘Balkans”, “Stop the Ethnic C!eans-

ing, Self-determination for ~
Kosova” and “Open the Borders”.
The participating organisations
(Socialist Outlook, Workers
Power, Workers Action, Commu-
nist Party of Great Britain, Socialist
Democracy and Workers {nterna-
tional) held a public meeting in

central London on May || (also
supported by the Socialist Party
and Islington branch of UNISON)
which was attended by over 100
people. Platform speakers
included not only supporters of
the three slogans of the coordina-
tion but Kosovans, Kurds and
Bosnians. ~

The meeting Ilstened to and
debated seriously with Kosovans,
even though they support the
NATO bombing.

This meeting, together with the
support won in various trade
union and other bodies for the

policy it advocated, shows the res-

onance these slogans can have in
the movement. |

This coordination is committed -
to building the broad anti-war

movement while making sure it
gets a hearing for its slogans which
address not only the military might
of imperialism but also the terrible

repression the Kosovans face.
It will be taking further initiatives

- and will certainly be present again

as a contingent on the june 5
national demonstration.

WHA
ON

MAY

| Thursday 20
) 6.30 pm, Protest at the Ministry

of Defence, Whitehall, London
SWI.Organised by the Commit-
tee for Peace in the Balkans.

Islington Against the War Public
meeting 7.30 Central Library,
Fieldway Crescent, with Liz

Davies, Mark Steel

Brent Socialist Campaign Group
Open meeting with Labour Party
NEC candidates Ann Black, Liz
Davies and Christine Shawcroft.
8pm, Willesden Library Centre,
Willesden High Rd, NWI0.

Trade Unions for Kosova 7pm,
Conway Hall

Sunday 23

Benefit Concert for the Com-
mittee for Peace in the Balkans
with Jeremy Hardy, Linda Smith,
John Hegley, Mark Steele, Junior
Simpson and Seddik Sebiri. Hack-
ney Empire, Mare St, London E8.

| Doors open 6.30pm, show starts

7.30.
Tuesday 25

Lambeth Town Hall at 7.30pm,
Debate: Should NATO Continue
Bombing Yugoslavia? For the War:

Mark Seddon, Editor Tribune,

| Labour Party NEC, Against: John

Rees, Media Workers Against the
War
Manchester: Tariq Ali speaks

against the war at meeting for
teachers Ring 0161 224 4197 for
details

| Wednesday 26

Manchester Health workers
against the war Ring 0161 224
4197 for details

Thursday 27

b

| Greater Manchester against

War in the Balkans Public meet-
ing Truth is the first casualty of
war Mechanics Institute 7.30pm

s wem

Tam Dalyell MF, John Foster (Gen B

Sec NU}), John Rees ( Media

Workers against the War)

Saturday 29

j The European Marches protest

in Cologne to coincide with the
Heads of Government Summit
of the EU under the German

presidency. Ring 0181-800-7460 }§

for details of late travel.

JUNE

Saturday 5

National demonstration against
the war. Called by the Commit-
 tee for Peace in the Baikans.
Assemble 1.30 pm, Victoria
Embankment, London.

Wednesday 9

London Socialist Outicok public

meeting on Kosova ring 0181 800
7460 for details

Saturday 12

B Reclaim Our Rights/United Cam-

W paign against the anti-union laws

.

conference.
Fl am - 2 pm, NATFHE, Britan-
nia St, London WCH.

B For further details of anti-war

events in the North West contact |

mawith.freeserve.co.uk
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Aherne ducks pledge on NATO referendum

. Paul Flanmgan o
aolseach- ‘Bertie
Ahern has welshed
on his party’s 1997
pre-election promise
 to hold a national ref-
erendum on Ireland j joining the
NATO dominated Partnershlp
for Peace (PFP) organisation.
The Republic of Ireland was
one of only a few European states
not to attend the recently con-
vened 50th NATO anniversary
summit in Washington. Today
"NATO comprises 19 full mem-
ber states and 25 PFP members.
When NATO was first formed,
the Irish state was put under
“intense pressure by the United
States to join. Marshall Aid was
linked to support for NATO.
The offer was declined because
the six counties was still under
the occupation by British military forces,
one of the prime movers within the new
alliance. |
In 1994 Ireland was invited to join Part-
aership for Peacc. The conservative Fine
Gael party was eager to take this up but
the populist nationalist party Fiannia Fail
was more cautious, wary of getting too far
out of step with a deeply felt and popular

sentiment which supported the established - [

position of neutrality.

The Fiannia Fail led coalition has used
the humanttarian crisis in Kosovo to pro-
pose that Ireland will become a full PFP
member 1n the autumn. The government,
supported by Fine Gael and an array of
media columnists is busy conditioning the
Irish people to drop their dedication to
neutrality in favour of a brave new world of
association in NATO.

Ireland must rise to a supposed new
moral challenge as a modern European
partner and participate more fully in inter-
national affairs - this means of course asso-
ciation with NATO and WEU. |

The Attorney General has been wheeled
out to assure everyone that there 1s no need
for a referendum on joining PFP as its pro-
visions do not conflict with Ireland’s con-
stitutional imperative on neutrality.

"% The Irish people are being fed the lie

‘that there is no conflict between associa-
tion with NATO and a policy of neutrality.
The Minister of foreign affairs David
Andrews recently listed the PFP objectives
as: |

o The famlltatton of traHSparency in

y |

" NO
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A column from
Socialist Democ-
racy, Irish section

of the Fourth
International

tutional considerations,

”“Moral challnge Aherne

- national defence planning and budgeting
processes, ensuring the democratic control

of defence forces |

@ The maintaining of a capability and
readiness to contribute, subject to consti-
to operations
under the authority of the UN or the CSCE

@ The development of co-operative mil-
itary relations with NATO for the pur-
poses joint planning and exercises in order

10 strengthen their ability to uundertake

missions in the area of pez.ckeeping, and
humanitarian operatici
. The development over the lenger term
of forces that are
better
operate alongside
those of NATO.
He summed up
both the govern-
ment’s and the
Attorney Gen-
eral’s view 1n that
there is no legal
basis for a refer-
endum Dbecause
“the state will
maintain its free-
dom and flexibil-

..
-
Y
-

contribute to any

such participa-
tion is not in the
interests of the
common good.”

able to

ity to refuse to

~operationi should
i1t consider® that

this anti-socialist allian

'Irzsh forces could be sent mﬂto bandage the wounds after NA TO bombmg in Serbza

his 1s typical Fianna Fail lies to
avold a national referendum

undertaken by the former lead-

ers of the anti- colonialist repubhcan move-

ment. Joining NATO-PFP is not the
innocuous venture Fianna Fail polltlclans
would have us believe.

PFP is supposedly to be dedicated solely
to humanitarian goals. But the PFP has no
recognised legal mandate to do with inter-
national peacekeeping - that task defaults
to the UN. It certainly isn’t a partnership,
its decisions are all made by the United
States and Britain.

Now that capitalism no longer has Stalm-
ism to justify NATO’s continued existence
a new legitimisation has had 1o be found to

~ license imperialist foreign policies. Global
military 1nterventions take place under
cover of bogus claims to be pursuing

humanitarian ends.

What role will Ireland play within the
framework of NATO’s imperialism? The
US ambassador- to NATO

member and being an ally of NATO mem-
ber razor thin”. For some states PFP 1s

clearly intended as stage leading to full |

membership.

military capabilities will be asked
to play a useful secondary role. It

cop routlne

~Ireland, with its anti-colonial credennals"
is ideally placed to give a soft humanitar- -
ian look and feel to the same old hard cop-
brutal 1mperlahst methods in interna-

tional affairs:’Tt is no surprise to find that

- Mary Robinson as the UN spokesperson -
~on human rights.

The strategic plan for the war in the
Balkans tells us a lot about where states

- like Ireland are to be fit in. Phase one 1s to

establish complete air supréemacy over the

debate on the profound shiftin
foreign policy direction being

" recently -
described the PFP as working towards
“the difference between being a partner

international

mall states like Ireland with little -

1S a bit like the “hard cop- soft-

region. Phase two, if Milosevic remains

defiant, attack Serb ground forces in
Kosovo until he or one of his cronies is

‘ready to make a deal based on a Rambouil-

let type proposal. Phase three, after a cease-
fire, policing the deal that NATO has
bombed into existence. _

It 1s only in the third stage when small
states like Ireland will be asked to make a
contribution. They may have to take
responsibility for disarming what remains
of the Kosovan liberation fighters. They

“will go in to bandage the wounds of the

oppressed and to police an undemocratic
settlement akin to the miserable Dayton
Agreement. Two million are still in exile as
a result of that accord. |

They will do as much good as flies do in
an abattoir.
| | he NATO war in the Balkans is
the first big test of this new
“strategic concept” which
includes NATO operating out-
side of its traditional territory
and. takmg over tasks previously the pre-
serve of the UN. The United States wants a
more global role for NATO and talks about

extending its geographical remit into

Africa and Asia, as well as combating
“terrorism”' and drugs traf-
ficking. |
“NATO has started the war ‘it cannot
afford to lose” is the consistent message -

from people who should know like Henry

Kissinger. Ireland should stay well clear

off NATO’s war hubrls and 1ts globocop

dreams. |
- But at thls:'crumal- juncture ‘only the

Green" party and the Labour party “has
“called for a referendum on membershtp of
- PFP .

- Socialist Democracy of course ‘is in -
favour of a campaign to keep Ireland out of
NATO. But we are also in favour of the
defeat and the break up of NATO.

NATO is a deadly instrument in the
hands of big capital against socialists

everywhere.
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neatly into the policy of Social Part-
nership which the bureaucracy has
iuisted on the Irish trade union
moveinent. The word foisted 1s the
~correct word in this case as there
has been no open democratic
debate about the nature of social
partnership or its implications.
‘The bureaucracy has blocked
moves for such a debate and inter-
vened in struggles such as those in
TEAM Aer Lingus to contain them
within the parameters of Social
Partnership. This has meant the
defeat of those struggles, which are
later dressed up as victories. |
This was seen quite clearly in the
Ryan Air dispute which saw other
workers in the airport engage In
unofficial action in support of the
Ryan Air baggage handlers. |

he airport was closed
down and the dispute
threatened the future of
Social Partnership
which requires working
class passivity in the face of attacks
and resignation top inevitable
defeat. The referral of the 1ssues to

company - their future and the
future of the workers they represent

will be subject to the vagaries of the

stock market. Any demands by

workers that affect the profits of the
company will also affect the sol-"

vency of the union.

Given the trade union leader-

ship’s existing willingness and abil-
ity to stab workers in the back
through Social Partnership, how

much more willing will they be
when they themselves have a direct -

stake in the®matter?

Social Partnership has meant
working class passivity. The Tele-
com sale has been presented as a

fait acompli and has to date met no

resistance and it seems unlikely
that it will. This sale i1s been used
to pave the way for further privati-
sations such as Cablelink, Aer
Rianta and Aer Lingus (national
airport authority and airline).
Telecom has been in the sights of
the government for some time;
they first proposed. selling it off in
1996. The union launched a
national poster campaign with the
slogan ‘keep the fat cats’ hands off

the Labour court (Ireland’s equiv- , | I | < ‘ N — | | .
alent of ACAS) was unfortunately Telecom’. The government ended * “Nm ‘ 'Y K & '
enough to end the action. | up selling off 20% to Comsource, a \ . _.

The sale of Telecom takes place in Dutch and Swedish company. I ‘ )
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ing industry were also ignored

hose who <choose to
oppose these privatisa-
t'on are immediately
come into conflic: with
ilie trade union bureau-

~cracy.  who are will oppose such [0 o tuna
- struggles. They will also need to | ,
“expose Social Partnership which |

le, demo

all the

exploited and.

P T Tt R ht

ST - et

to defeat ca

the bureaucracy has used as a bat- [

‘tering ram to demobilise militants.

Some on the left pretend that a
fight can be led against the first two
without taking on the leadership.
They are not a mere bureaucratic
obstacle to be overcome, nor are
they really deep down on our side.

They are in alliance with the rul-

ing class through Social Partner-

ship. It is they who push through
all the rotten deals and its 1s they

who will push through the sale of

Telecom and try to crush any oppo-
sitton that might arise.

1
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arty line leads to
Kevin O’'Neil the context of a trade union leader- -~ The union backed down and |
T WAS NOT inevitable that Ship which cannot and will not began to talk about ‘strategic
Sid would arrive in Ireland to ~ €ven defend’ the right to trade alliances’ in the world market.
loot the public purse and sell -~ URI0N recogniiion. Instead of this, - Swagllewmg the” gruesome logic of .
off public assets that had theyhave gone one step further in  Social Partng_rgh;p, | they have '
been built up over genera- A8Teeing o the sale. - apgepted that the mcrcgseq compe- -
tions. It was not inevitable but it The _workers.currently emgloyed tition of‘ the global market means
was the log-icval consequence of the by Telecom wa get shares in the unty Wlth “oour emplqurs” and |
policies pursued by both ‘the ~ company tqtalllng 5%'of,:.t_he-.t(;)tal. competing with worke;g in other -
Dublin government and the t'réde,-*~'_;H'oweycr?._;they arejn%i;be_mgi given  countries. Nat;o_nal Asas,gt_..s;,are to be
union leadership.. _these shares now — they will get looted with not only the. co-opera-
Ireland missed out on the wave of th,cm in five years time. Mcanwh}le }tl\on'o.f thgumons but their active
privatisations that took place in the. thelr har_lds will be tied in negotia-  participation. | -
1980s in Britain thanks in part to  t10nS with the company. Future  The Irish trade union movement
the example set by Thatcher. The employees of Telecom. will not be 1s possibly the on}y one in Europe
only party to openly endorse share holders and: will not even whose ~ leadershlp has totally
Thatcherism in Ireland, the Pro- benefit from thc‘sale bu_t will suffqr ‘adopted the Mags't{lcht programime
eressive Democrats, has had trou- 2Ry Worsening in pay and condi- __';:__:fqrj_.ithg reorganisation pf European
ble getting itself elected and may toms. . capital and the building of fortress
very well disappear at the next gen- orkers who are not - -Eumpe.. 1t 15 not surprising t.hcn_ i~
eral election. | | part of the share thatthey should back privatisations . | tary Ef e
Privatisations then are not popu- deal will notbe able which are a significant part of |- Many more people r the ic na | 2 situa-
lar in Ireland. But what the ruling to . tuin to their Maastncht. | ' {:tion where the inability of the social dJemocratic an communist parties to
class could not achieve by force . W ~union for protec- At the May Day rally held in X
they have achieved by stealth and tion. _The Commumcauons Work- Du.bhp this year noncqt; the trade [fieadersh psremains i
the trade union leadership has been e_r§’ .Umon 'has_ taken out an £85 un@}_bureauf}raté SRe‘élf_l_ll-g: S CVEN | die Sty e D VYT TRAETE GTTR ST HY STRAASES A TR A M
their invalt -ole ally in achieving illion loan to buy a stake in the —mentioned privatisation. The war || SFsiggie. 112 a8 HH &
this. . | company thus binding the solvency * in the Balkans and the unofficial 3B A F O o = ey Tt o
Support for ' privatisation fits of the union to that of the company.  scaffolders’ dispute which has man-
' - They will be like a stock holding aged to paralyse the booming build-
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Tahban and torture chambers at Pun;ab Umversrty

akistani

_— . - .
<

Women at the Punjab University
‘in Pakistan have launched a
movement against the Islam Jan-

miat Talba (IJT), the .

damentalist Jamaat Islami..

This started with protests on
- May 2 and May S5 in immediate
response to a physical attack on a
male Philosophy student, ljaz
Butt, by fundamentalist thugs.
His supposed “crime” was talking
to a young woman. |

This was not the first assault by

the Taliban. Punjab University is -

mini-Afghanistan ruled by the
IJT. |

On April 29 IJT thugs beat up
male History students because
they were sitting with women
- from their department watching a
student cricket match. Meantime,

the IJT prevented English stu-

dents organising a farewell party
for graduates at a nearby hotel, on
the grounds that students. might
enjoy ‘immoral fun’. | |

A month before this, some men
from the Education Department
Were sct upon at a restaurant out-
side the university campus. They
~were with women classmates to

celebrate the birthday of a fellow

student. |
~ Female and male students can-
- not talk together or sit together at
libraries, canteens or cafes. The
~IJT has stopped it through force,
backed up by guns, so for a long
“time nobody dared resist them.
The fundamentalists take these
violent actions. and intimidate
~people under the banner of Islam.
They claim that mixed activities
are un-Islamic.

In the late 1960s and 19708 the

¢ student
organisation affiliated tothe fun- -
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Afghanistan’s Ybliban: brutal role model for bullyin’g Punjabi funddmentali&ts

Pun)ab Un1vers1ty had a strong‘
left tradition. The National Stu-_
“dents Federggion was the main

left force, not only in the Punjab
Umversny but throughout Pak-
istan.

But in 1977, military dictator-
ship was imposed in'the‘country

- Jamaat Islami was hand in glove
with the mllltar) dictator Genéral
Zia. Left wing political parties,

unions and student organisations
were the prime target of the mili-

tary regime.

Zia -used the Jamaat Islamr

“thugs to root out and eliminate
socialists in the trade unions. The
bully boys of IJT were used to
attack, kill and eliminate social-
ists from the campuses.

In early 80s, Punjab University-

~was a prime target of the regime.
It was the biggest university, with
about ten thousand students who

were fighting back against the.
military 'dictatorship. The teach-

Terry Conway
AN INTERNATIONAL women’s

-~ campaign culminating-in an

~ demonstration ont October |17
2000, the day of struggle against
poverty, is planned. Women's

March 2000 hopes to support and

inspire campaigns of women
against violence and =
poverty such as the
women at Punjab
university. ,'

The campaign, |
starting with vari-
ous initiatives |
~around the world
on International
Women's Day
(March 8), has
three goals:

equality between men
and women

@ to stimulate a broad women's

movement in the world

@ o denounce patriarchy, capi-
talism and its current neo-liberal
form and put forward alternatlves
based on equality and justice

The idea was born out of the

received slightly more votes, - .
- focusing on the issue of v:olence |

experience of the successful

"Bread and Roses” March against:
poverty in 1995 in Quebec.

In October 1998, 140 women
from 65 countries came to Mon-
treal and adopted an international
platform of demands. Over 1,625
women'’s groups in |19
~—i, Countries are
gl already involved.
The final -
_decision has
yet to be
made |
regarding
the target
of the
October
mobilisa-
tion - the .
UN in New
York or the -

" World Bank in
" Washington? There were
sharp divisions in Quebec.

Those arguing for the UN

against women.
For women in many countries,
though, to speak of violence auto-

4

matically means to speak of
poverty because the struggles are

'so closely intertwined.

The feww women from Europe
whe made it to Montreal were
enthused and agreed to organise
back home.

On April 17-18 more than 100
women from virtually every Euro-
pean country attended a meetlng
in Paris. |

We agreed that there should be
a European demonstration in
Brussels as well as other activities.
European participants on the
International co-ordinating com-
mittee were agreed and a further
meeting set for Brussels on Octo-

~ ber l and 2.

Unfortunately | was the only

woman present from Britain,
though others have expressed

interest. A meeting is being

arranged in September to see -
what is possible here, before the

Brussels meeting. |
For further information contact:

Terry Conway, Middle Flat, 10 - -~
‘Windsor Rd, London N7 6)G.
Contact the campaign web site at
www.ffq.qc.ca

v
..":: g o

ing staff were also active in oppos-

ing the regime.

Meanwhile, Pakistan had
become a military base camp of
CIA against USSR intervention
in  Afghanistan. Campuses
became a nursery for the recruit-
ment of so.called Mujahideen to

_,_send them in Afghanistan and
IJT was the chief recrumng

agency.

In 1983 union activities were
banned by the regime. When
democracy was restored in 1988
elections were held at campuses
but in 1990, Nawaz Sharif again
banned student and trade union

activities. But in practice the ban
»1s only for those who do not have
guns — the Tallban are free to

organise. ~
Punjab Uxtlversuy 1s the role
model that IJT presents across

the whole of Pakistan where edu-

cation is taught acco’rdi‘ng' to
Islamic values. But using the veil

- of religion the IJT is able to claim

many benefits for itself and its

supporters.
The Pun)ab Umverlsty provxdes

jobs to thousands of IJT youth. It
1s 4 recruiting group. for people
who go on to. become Jamaat
Islami activists. It is a refuge for
absconders, as pohce do not dare
enter the campuses. In 1992
police entered the campus to end

"~ a protest, and as a result, lost a

cop who was gunned down by IJT

IJT has on-campus torture cells
where anybody daring to violate
their so-called code of ethics is
tortured. At Punjab University
campus IJT is widely hated, yet it
maintains power because the
entire admmlstratlon 1S 1n its
control.

Since 1977, 90 per cent of teach-
ers recru1ted in the university
belong to IJT. That is why they
are most obedient servants of IJT
instead of the college. Other staff
are also recruited on the recom-
mendation of IJT.

On May 2 about 60 women from

- the departments of English, Phi-

losophy, Education, Geography
and History took to the streets.
They marched to the Vice Chan-
cellor’s office to protest. about
IJT excesses (One wonders if he
did not know 1n advance)

- The demo was unprecedented.
Never in the recent history of
Punjab University had anyone

‘dared challenge the IJT’s gun-tot-
ing thugs.

This really infuriated the IJT.

Next day they beat up male Phi-

losophy students. On May 5 the
IJT thugs held a demo outside the
Philosophy Department, chant-
ing “long live Jamiat”. The
women left their lecture to come
and start chanting “Down with

- Jamiat”.

Three bourgeois: neWSpapers

‘published the news of May 2.

These were not .displayed on
newspaper stands on campus on
May 5 and in some hostels, they
were only available with the con-
troversial articles cut out. This

shows the absolute control of IJT.

The women are not ready to sit
idle.. “We will not tolerate Tal-

‘ibanisaton of Pun;ab umversuy”,
said one Hlstory student.

Although it is not easy to ﬁght
Jamiat, it is necessary to do so,
with commitment coupled with
good strategy |




IN THE TURKISH
parliamentary election on
April 18, the openly fascist
Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP) gained 18 per cent of
the vote making it a cicse
second party iii the contest.
The Democratic Left Party
(DSP) of Prime Minister
Ecevit won a mere 22 per
cent, scraping into first
place.. |

At the last election the
MHP, also known as the Grey
Wolves received 8 per cent ,
and therefore did not have
even one MP in the last
parliament as it did not pass
the 10 per cent bar
nationally.

The Grey Wolves take a
very hard line on the Kurdish
and Cyprus issues.

-They fully support Turkey’s
annexation of part of Cyprus
and deny the very existence
of Kurds as a people.

It is virtually certain that
the Nationalist Movement
Party will be part of the next
- government coalition.

This surge in support for

- this dangerous, far right
party took place against all
predictions at the expense
of other right wing

- contenders and the Islamist
party.

About 12 groups of people
from various European
countries travelled to Turkey
as independent monitors.
ALAIN HERTZMAN, one of
those who went from Britam

explains.

 here are two main _rea-
sons for the stagger-
ing increase in the
"MHP vote. One was
that voters refused to

vote for the parties in power, as

they had not kept their promises
to sort out the economic crisis.

The second was the effect of the
“Falkland factor”, in this case,
the arrest of Abdulllah Ocalan,
the leader of the Kurdish guer-
rilla struggle. Ocalan’s kidnap-
ping by the Turkish state in
breach of international law after
his trek round Europe seeking
political asylum, has strength-
ened Turkish nationalism. The
preparations for his show trial
due to start on May 31 are whip-
ping up further anti-Kurdish big-
otry.

The MHP’s slogan durmg the -

election campaign was “Turkey,
love it or leave it”. Ecevit’s DSP
ran a very nationalistic campaign
but were not able to keep pace

with the Grey Wolves enough to

undercut their support.

Fazilet, the Islamic party,

received 15.5 per cent, a loss of

some 3 per cent since the last

election. It i1s quite likely that 1t

was dué to their watering down of
their previous hard-line funda-
mentalist line. A good part of
their vote went to the MHP.

he Istanbul stock
market dropped by

]

6.58  points in
response to the
results. The bour-

geoisie 1s definitely worried that
social tension will ‘increase
sharply and will affect profits.

In Southeast Turkey, where the
majority of the people are Kurds,
the People’s Democratic Party
HADEP received around 50 per
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An overview of the

Turktsh electlon

cent of the vote. It is the only

party which is supportive of the.
Kurds. All the same they will not.
be ‘able to sit in parliament, as

their share of the vote nationally
was only 5-6 per cent.

HADEDP is constantly subject to
harassment — for example Veli
Haydar Guleg, the party’s candi-
date for mayor of Istanbul was
arrested four times in the last six
months and spent two months in

- prison. No charges have been

brought against him. |

Now the possibility of a political
solution to the Kurdish question
seems even more remote than
ever. |

Our grouputravelled to the town
of Batman 1n Eastern Turkey.
This is an industrial city, under
military rule, sitting astride the
only oil reserves of Turkey. We

talked’to ‘t-rade" unionists, human

Desig
fascis
l‘eblrth of

rights activists, and members of
the People’s Democratic Party
(HADEP).

Members of the PETROL IS

union told us that although the

union was not allowed to declare
publicly for any candidate, over
90 per cent of its members sup-
ported HADEPD | |

that 1a Batman itseli
the situation was bear-
able, but in the small
towns and villages in
the area, repression was harsh
and people were commonly
threatened that if they voted for
HADEP their villages Would be
burned.

Of course what is bearable in

- Turkey would lead to outrage

here. For example on our way to
Batman we were travelling on a

public bUs and- were stopped‘ at 4
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| veryone we met agreed.

military checkpoints and at the
third forced off the bus and ques-
tioned.

We managed to spend around 24

hours in Batman before being
- forced te return to Istanbul. |

Around 20 security personnel

came to our hotel, surrounded us
‘and escorted us to the airport
“where they ensured we boarded

the first plane out.

We only got to stay long because
we had escaped their notice ear-
lier.

- We quickly realised that Batman

was an exception, as in other

tOWIlS, repressu)n was COI'ltlnllOllS \

and often on a grand scale. For
example in Diyarbakir, the de
facto capital of the Turkish Kur-
distan, when HADEP organised a
public meeting, 40,000 came. .
The police attacked the meeting
and'arre‘sted 4,000 people. |

.
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Kurds protest at arrest of
their leader Abdullah
Ocalan: it has triggered
a right wmy lzauaim'st
 fervour in Turke

A German women’s group went
to Diyarbakir (o discuss raising
funds for a womens’ project
there. |

They were heavily intimdated,
with security personnel sitting at
the same table as them so that no
one could talk with them 1n any
confidence. - -

They were swiftly forced out of
the area.

Turkey has long been seen as an
important ally of both Britain

‘and the US, who routinely ignore

its human rights abuses.
Again within the war.in the

Balkans it is playing a key role

supporting NATO’s intervention.
So 1t was little surprise when the
well known democrat Tony Blair,
announced the day after the elec-
tion, that Turkey was now a can-
didate for entry 1nto the
European Union.. - |

Flght the frame- -up: ' Sup ort

Samar an

Roland Rance and

Susan Moore

TWO PALESTINIANS serving
twenty year jail sentences after the
bombings at the Israeli Embassy
and the Zionist offices in London
in1994 have been granted leave to

appeal

This decision is based on the
non-disclosure of potentially vital
evidence, which prejudiced the
fairness of the trial =~

Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh
are Palestinian activists wrongly
convicted in 1996 in connection
with the bombings. Paul Foot
explains in his introduction to Jus-
tice Denied, a detailed pamphlet
on the case, how he became con-
vinced that the two had been f|t-
ted up.

Samar had a cast iron alibi for the
embassy bombing. She was making
a phone call from a phone box -
from which (unusually) calls are
recorded. But she forgot about
this when she was first arrested
and did not tell the police.

'As her solicitor, Gareth Pierce
explains, if she had anything to do
with the planning of the bombing
she would have made sure she

" organised group,

‘defence case is still

- refusal of the High Court

knew where she was.

Among the evidence withheld at
the trial is a report referred to by
ex-MI5 agent David Shayler. He
has revealed that the authorities
had definite information about the
bombings beforehand, but,
whether from negligence or calcu-
lation, failed to act to prevent
them.

This report, if true, would be

~ devastating for the prosecution

case, since it would establish
that the bombings were
almost certainly car-

ried out by a state or

rather than by two
independent

activists.
However, the

hampered by the

to overturn the Public Interest

Immunity (PII) certnﬂ-eates imposed
~in respect of this report. A Pll cer-

tificate means, in effect, that evi-
dence held by the state cannot be
tested in court, nor even revealed
to the defence.

Other possible grounds for

awa

The
bombings
were almost
certainly carried out
by a state or
organised group,
rather than by two
independent
activists.

appeal mcludlng the attempt by an
Israeli journalist to interfere with

- jurors, and the judge’s biased sum-

ming up, were rejected by the
courts. This is despite the fact that
there is no concrete evidence at al
linking the two young people to
the bombings.

Shayler’s statements, and the
desperate attempts by the state to
prevent them being raised in
court, strengthen the suggestion, -

raised by journalist Paul Foot ina

‘Guardian article, that the
Israelis bombed their
own embassy, and used
a provocateur, the
shadowy Rida |
‘Mughrabi, to entrap
innocent Palestinian
political activists.
“Mugrarabi” was the
person who persuaded
Jawad to go with him to buy
the car which was used in the
bombing, and who handed Samar
a bag of explosives before vanish-

_ing into thin air. But the authorities

took no interest in him: they were

not even asked by the police to

provide a photo fit picture of him
Justice Denied is a compelling

account of the way Jawad and
Samar’s involvement in the strug-
gle for Palestinian human rights
was used to mask the lack of con-
crete evidence.

As Jawad said “VVe were involved
in that process no matter how lit-
tle our contribution meant to the
result. But under no circumstances
would we put that at risk because
it fundamentally goes against our
ideology, policy and practices. It
would be self harm. Or else why
would |, or Samar, ever get

-

“involved in student politics and

NGOs and spend years campaign-

ing peacefully if what we really

wanted to do was use violence

against the Israelis in London’

They (the bombmgs) are totally

counterproductive.” -
The campaign for Freedom and

Justice for Samar and Jawad con-

" tinues to call for full disclosure of -

all the evidence in this case, as part
of the struggle for the release of

- Samar and Jawad.

@ Justice Denied is available from |
F|Sj, BM FOSA, London WCIN
3XX. Further details of the cam-
paign are also available at
www.freesaj.org.uk
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& AS THOUSANDS of workers from
across Europe prepare to join a mas-

- sive protest at the austerity pohc:es

‘'ushered in by the Maastricht Treaty,
- evidence is growing that Britain’s New
Labour government is losing the bat-

tle for support to join the smgle cur- -

- rency.

The demonstratlon called as a fol-

- low-up to successful Euromarches on

EU summit meetings, will be in
Cologne on May 29. Coaches from all
parts of Britain will be taking hun-
dreds to participate in the fight

against unemployment and cuts in

. welfare state provision.

British sponsors of the COlogne

| demonstratlon include the public sec-
22 tor unign UNISON, which is one of the

few major unions to have taken a firm

line agamst entry into the smgle cur-
- rency, although this is now under fire
- from the union’s Blairite bureaucracy.

" The British TUC has been amongst

~ the most eager prOponents of Britain

~ joining EMU, but a recent survey

(] |
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- shows how hollow is the basis on

which this policy rests. An ICM survey
of 1,000 trade unionists found just
15% supported the pro-EMU line
spouted by TUC boss John Monks,
with 61% opposed. |

Nine out of ten trade unionists said
they had never been asked their views

on the Euro by their union, and aimost

80% had seen no union mformatlon

on the issue.

Of the major unions surveyed by the

New Statesman recently only two, the
- AEEU and GPMU reported that they
were in favour of early EMU entry, with
- most others havmg no position at aII |

It is high time union activists

demanded a proper debate and a vote_'
- on this key issue rath,er_.than, allowmg
the unions to be “bounced” into poli-

cies by the unelected J.o,h:nMOnks..'_-
- Meanwhile there are rumours that

 Tony Blair’s top spin doctors are pes-
~ simistic about the chances of dellver-
- ing the necessary Yes vote in a

- referendum to join the Eu_ro

One factor in this is the con-

- tinued recession, privatiséation,

and economic dislocation in
the Euroland countries —
including Germany, once the

power-house of European capi- [n= .. .

talism - since the single cur-
rency lifted off in January.

Thatchetite Maastricht criteria,
effectively tying EU economies
to a regime of permanent
monetarism, is proving to be
costly for workers and the

- unemployed everywhere.

~ The strength of the 00|ogne
demonstration is that it not
“only underlines the need for
an internationalist resistance

. to monetarism and austerity,
but begins to organise it.
- We urge any readers who
have not yet arranged to do SO
to join the march.

~ For travel details ring Glen
‘Voris on 01744 755889.

The institutionalisation of the | 7
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| IR Against unemployment

B Against poverty

B For secure jobs

BB For weifare services

BB Against racism and all types of dis-
crimination

Organised by Euromarches, sponsors

include UNISON and NW TUC.
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