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'Bid to revive London

Socialist Alliance

Greg Tucker, secretary
London Soclallst

Alliance
SOCIALISTS 1in London have
agreed to work together to stand a
slate for the Greater lL.ondon
- Authority elections next year.
Representatives from around
half a dozen political groups met
with independent activists at the
beginning of August to discuss

whether a Socialist Alliance joint

election campaign would be pos-
sible. Despite varying empha-
sises, they agreed to work
together.

The election of the Scottish
Socialist Party’s Tommy Sheri-
dan showed that with a consistent

long-term approach it was possi-
ble to build the confidence of

-working people to vote for
a socialist alternative to
Labour. '
Closer to home, | the
victory of Ian Page

It Is
important
that roots are

wanted to immediately move to a

formal delegate structure - in
effect declaring a new party into
existence. This was rightly
rejected, for a looser form of
organisation, designed to ensure
that existing organised groups
work together on areas where we
can agree. The key is not to for-
malise relations but to build a

practical experxence of ‘unity in

action. |
However, to do this means over-

coming the problems that became

apparent in the run up to the
European elections. Hedging
their bets, the main political

‘organisations, in particular the
- SWP, refused to engage their

membership in building any-
thing practical.

Fright

Whilst they promised
forces during the elec-
tion campaign itself, up
to that point every-

for the Socxalist, put down in local thing was to be con-

Party in al
Lewisham Council
by-election in June
has shown that with
sufficient local roots it is
possible to tap into the growing
disgust with New Labour S bro-
ken promises.- -

Credlble

Over the next months the Lon-
don Socialist Alliance has now to
set itself the task of laying the
‘basis for a credible election cam-
paign ~ developing its political

ist alliances across London, able

to encourage a broad socialist

challenge to Labour.
Some forces at the meeting

communities
from the
start

level only. When the
SWP took fright at the
prospect of Arthur
Scargill standing in Lon-
don, their membership could not

~ be blamed for having missed the

whole exercise altogether

This time round it is 1mportant |
that roots are put down in local.
communfties from the start.

That means every orgamsatlon

‘being prepared to work collec-

tively, now - bulldmg local

- groups, involving all socialists,

programme, choosing candidates ' through the practical collabora-

and putting in place local social-. *tion of existing political organisa-

tions and by tapping the talents

of independent activists.
Building the lobby of Labour

Party conference would be a good

live - and that it 1s the cap-

ducted at a leadership-

‘means being green,
but

first step.

. That said, the work done in
preparation for the abortive
Euro-election campaign has laid
down basic points of agreement

" on a political platform.

- Where that needs extending is
in our relation to green politics
and the Green Party in particular.

‘The Greens have already chosen

-candidates for the GLA elections.

It 1s clear from the Euro-elections
that they represent in the eyes of
many a serious alternative to the

| left of Labour.

~So is co-operation with them
possible or even desirable? The

~general feeling of the meeting

seemed to be that co-operation
would not be possible, but it’s

- clear that environmental issues
“are basic to socialist politics.

QOur political platform has to
raise the simple facts that social-
ism is not viable without respect
for the environment in which we

italist market system
which is the motor
force behind the
destruction of the
environment we are
witnessing today.

Being  Socialists

equally without ™
being a socxahst you cannot be

-a green.

New Labour has now chosen its
candidates for the GLA. Party

‘members were given little choice

from a rigged panel.
‘Almost without exception, 1its

- Blairite candidates will support
government attacks on the work-

ing people of London.

It is important that we are open
~to all developments within the
- Labour Party, as the New Labour

We
can show
it is possible
for socialists
to work
together

offensive continues to drive com-
mitted socialists out of Labour S
ranks.

We have to show that there is an -

alternative. Central to that will be
building practical support for all

" those defending themselves from

government attacks.

- The LSA agreed to try to work

closely with trade unionists fight-
ing privatisation, supporting
their campaigns now, but also
looking to involve prominent
rank and file activists in our cam-

paign, as part of our slate of can-
didates.
‘Already 1inside the RMT the

‘London Underground Regional

Council has indicated that it
would consider supporting candi-
dates prepared to endorse RMT
policy to keep the tube public.

Opportunities

'As UNISON members in health
and local government come
under further attacks and as the
government prepares 1o
outlaw strikes by fire-
fighters, opportunities
‘for collaboration must
be seized. |

- Above all the Socml-
ist Alliance needs to
put down roots in the
communities across Lon-

a new political party, fully formed
— but we can show that it 1s possi-
ble for socialists to work together.

If we are successful in bulldmg

such unity, we can present a seri-

ous alternative in the Greater
London Authority elections.

Not as an end in itself but as_

part of building the fight-backs of

our class and of a process of

rebuilding the left as a political
force in Britain.

Blckerstaffe fronts w1tch hunt of

Simon Deville
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OUTGOING General Secretary

Rodney Bickerstaffe has writ-
ten to all UNISON branches,
regions and national depart-
ments of the union threaten-
ing disciplinary action for
using any branch funds or
resources to support the
upcoming lobby of Labour
Party conference.

The lobby has been called to
- campaign for decent pen- =

sions, welfare not warfare, a
35 hour week with no loss of
pay, end prlvatlsatlon and
PFI/PPP, full union rights and
to scrap the Asylum and
Immigration Bill.

In an amazing and daring
feat of legal gymnastics, Rod-
ney argues that supporting a
lobby around these demands
- all of which are in line with
existing UNISON policies -
would be in breach of the
union’s political fund rules
~and of the Trade Union and
Labour Relations (COnsollda-
tion Act 1992.

Bick: bowmg out attackmg the left
The letter states...’branches

" are instructed not to use any

funds to support the 1999
lobby. To do so would be in
breach of the union s rules
and statute.

The Certification Officer has

'-.—-. a .

anreauy‘ iISsuea two Tulings

“against UNISON concerning
branch payments to political
- parties. In his ruling dated .

June 1998, the Certification

| - Officer indicated that he

would not expect to take

- such a lenient view of any fur-

ther breaches’ by UNISON
branches’. -

 Whilst many of us mlght
scratch our heads wondering
what donations to political

parties have got to do with

-supporting the lobby, earlier

on the letter says that ‘an
article in Socialist Worker
calls for union branches to
pledge support for the lobby

‘and to book transport.’

We can only deduce from
this that the SWP have
secretly brought a network of
coach and rail companies,
and hence booking transport

would go straight to their cof-

fers.

The SWP also urged support
for UNISON’s April 10 demon-
stration for a Living Wage -

and other demonstrations cor-

rectly backed by the union -
but this was not used a rea-

son for seeking to prevent

UNISON branches sendmg
delegations.

At the 1998 Annual Dele-

gates Conference the bureau-

cracy managed to get a
motion banning branch affilia-

“tions to the Campaign for a
~ Fighting UNISON by assuring

delegates that this did not
mean that branches were not

“allowed to publicly campaign

around issues of union policy.
Having won that position the
union leadership are attempt-
ing to move the goalposts
even further.

Meanwhile, conference is
barred from discussing how
the Affiliated Political Fund is
used to campaigh against
union policy within the Labour
Party since even discussing
the APF’s role at conference
would be in breach of UNISON
rules.

It is absolutely clear that if
these moves aren't clearly
rejected by the membership

o

‘then union aeiiccracy wit dis-

appear in the same way as it
has in the Labour Party.

HAVE YOV GOT ANYTHING FOR 1
{ SOLWLIST PRINCIFLES, DOCTOR? |

don. We cannot pretend to be

~ |re-elected
NUT

|General

Secretary

by Keith Sinclair,

President Hull NUT
| (personal capacity)

| VOTING for the election for
'General Secretary of the

National Union of Teachers for
the five-year term 1999-2004
ended at the start of the sum-
mer.

"Doug McAvoy was re-elected
to the post of General Secretary.
The results were McAvoy

| 39,245 and left challenger Chris-

tine Blower 22,183.

- The vote was a disappointment
for the left in the NUT, which

has waged a united and well-

organised campaign. -
However, the result was not

totally surprising. McAvoy had

| carefully positioned himself

against the government on the
key issue of Performance
Related Pay and had appeared,
to many, to be willing to lead a

| serious campaign on the issue at

NUT conference.

The reality has been that there
was no strike action in the sum-
mer term. A boycott of appraisal
has been introduced foilowmg a
successful ballot.

This ballot has not yet had any
major effect partly because most
well organised schools have not
been participating in appraisal
schemes for a number of years.

The real battle is yet to come

{and will revolve around New

Labour’s new appraisal scheme
which will be used to try to
bring in Perforrnance Related
Pay.

The left needs to continue to
build the campaigns around Per-
formance Related Pay and pri-
vatisation. We need to remind
everyone that the vote for

‘McAvoy was not a vote for the

government despite ministers
welcoming McAvoy'’s victory.
Even McAvoy’s keenest sup-
porters are critical of New
Labour. The left needs to work
to convince ordinary teachers of
the need to actively take on
New Labour and to make them
understand the all-to-real possi-
bility of the newly elected Gen-
eral Secretary trying to reach
agreement with the government

{ on the basis of some spurious




m ome Secretary Jack
Straw’s outrageous
stereotyping of the
traveller commu-
nity has  been

rightly. greeted by a good deal of

anger. | |

In an interview with BBC Radio
West Midlands on July 22 Straw
said: “There are relatively few
real Romany gypsies left, who
seem to mind their own business
and don’t cause trouble to other

- people, and then there are a lot of

people who masquerade as trav-
ellers or gypsies who trade on the
sentiment of people, but who
seem to think that because they
label themselves as travellers that
therefore they’ve got a licence to
commit crimes and act in an
unlawful way that other people
don’t have.” '

He then went on to make even
more offensive comments claim-
ing that travellers were going

round stealing and defecating in

doorways.

As Rachel Morris, coordinator
of the traveller law research at
Cardiff University responded

“He has fallen into the trap of

thinking that you have to livein a
painted wagon and sit around a
campfire to be a real gypsy. Any-

EDITORIAL

“one who doesn’t fit with that

romantic image is automatically
given the other label of being a

‘thieving, anti-social trouble

maker.” | -
Traveller organisations 1n
Britain and elsewhere have
worked hard to build unity across
the communities. By law the term
gypsy incorporates anyone with a
nomadic way of life - not just the
Roma, but Scots and Irish trav-
ellers as well as new age travellers.
hese  communities
have many differences
in culture but they
face the same discrim-
ination historically
and today. It is this common

experience of discrimination - of

lack of decent sites, harassment
by the police, lack of clean water,
or access to jobs and to decent
education, that has forged this
unity. They will not be thrown off

course by the racism of people

like Jack Straw. |
The experience of harassment
and stereotyping has strength-

ened their orfnisations. Signs in.

“discontent

For the first time since Tony Blair
entered Downing Street, staff
from the two unionised emer-
gency services — fire and ambu-
lances — are balloting for strike
action. o |
- Ambulance crews are furious at
the miserable 3 percent pay offer
that has been made to the major-
ity of NHS staff other than nurses
" and professionals. S
Fire fighters, many of whom have
already been involved in campaignhs

and localised strikes against budget

cuts, station closures and job
losses even since the new govern-
ment took office, are also to vote

‘on whether to strike in defence of

their unique national pay agree-
ment. . .
The FBU deal, won as a result of

i

a bitter {0-week national strike
against the Callaghan government,
links firefighters’ pay to the top

quartile of male manual earnings.

Though this formula has brought
a few years in which increases
were below inflation, the deal has
been upheld for two decades,
throughout the years of Thatcher
government. .

Only now have Tony Blair’s team
of union-bashers decided to ques-
tion whether the deal is compati-
ble with fire fighters retaining the
right to strike. -

Home office ministers have

- begun discussing “further mea-

sures” to prevent action by the
FBU from disrupting emergency
services.

In a letter leaked to the FBU

Andrew Wiard

pubs that refuse admission to
travellers may seem trivial to
those that they don’t exclude, but

few would react in the same way if

it were other ethnic groups that
were excluded. | -
t is pleasing that criticism
of Straw’s intervention has
come not only from trav-
ellers’ organisations them-
selves but also from
sections of the black community.
Darcus Howe for example
argued that Straw would not have
been able to get away with using

the spat of shootings by some

from the Jamaican community to
brand all black people (or all West
Indians, or all Jamaicans) as mur-
derers in this post-L.awrence
environment. | |

But Straw and his supporters in
Millbank clearly do not under-
stand the unity against racism
that is being -slowly but surely
forged. |

The parallels drawn with Enoch
Powell’s ‘river of blood’ speech
are accurate, despite John
Prescott’s fawning over Straw.
- What is most important - partic-
ularly so soon after the eruption
of racism in Dover - is the effect
the speech has on others as it
legitimises and reinforces the big-

--------
e

- Andrew Wiard
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otry of others.

But the power of Straw as an

individual should not be down-

played. As Home Secretary he

must have been well aware that at
the same time as he was making
these prejudiced comments,
junior minister Mike O’Brien
would be asking the Czech gov-
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the numbers of Roma applying
for asylum in this country.

The fight against racism and the
fight for a genuine right to asy-
lum are part and parcel of the
same battle. The rights of all trav-
ellers must be a key aspect of this
struggle.
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Essex ﬁreﬁgh'térs have been '.an?ong: those who have fought b

written by then Home Office min-
ister George Howarth the ven-
omous hatred of New Labour for
trade unions is unmistakeable. He
declares “full support” for the
employers seeking to undermine
the “outmoded and unjustified”

- conditions won by the fire fighters.

 And ~ having endorsed the con-
fronational approach of the fire

‘authority bosses — he goes on to

castigate the very notion of strike

action as a “relic of an old and dis-
credited confrontational approach
to industrial relations”.

It is clear that the government is
considering gping well beyond the
full-scale military scabbing opera-
tion organised by the Callaghan
government to make strike action
by firefighters illegal.
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‘ Such a stép, against a TUC-afﬁIi-

ated union which pays a political
levy to the Labour Party would in

normal circumstances be met by -

an explosive reaction from other
union leadsrs. -

But the public reaction to the ..
leaked letter was almost non-exis-
tent, a worrying symptom of the
moral collapse of the union

bureaucracy before the machinery

of New Labour. |

FBU leader Ken Cameron, to his
credit, has been forthright in con-
demning the government interven-
tion on the side of the employers
“without having the decency to
meet the union and find out our
point of view.” N

Firefighters have been concerned
that the government has been
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itter battles against government-driven cutsin services

deliberately holding bavck the
looming confrontation over the
pay agreement until additional
troops could be brought back
from Kosova to carry out a re-run
of the 1977 strikebraking exercise.

However the aged “green god-
dess” fire appliances are in desper-

- ately short supply.

As New Labour sticks the boot
into ever wider layers of its core
trade union support, the fear
among union leaders must be the
possibility of a re-run of the “win-
ter of discontent” of 1978-79.

Millions of public sector workers
finally lost their rag with a Labour
government which had slashed
back their living standards. Despite
the present low tempo of class
struggle, it could happen again.
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Students join fight
against Action Zones

Veronica Fagan

THE LEFT in the National Union
of Teachers has campaigned for
complete opposition to Education
Action Zones (EAZs) while the
Broad Left majority on the Execu-
tive has so far successfully coun-
terpoised to this a policy of
“constructive engagement”.

This fails to recognise that EAZs
are a Trojan horse, which in the
name of tackling social disadvan-
tage actually enshrine inequality
while introducing business inter-
ests directly into the state educa-
tion system.

Part of the balance sheet so far is
that most bids for EAZs have been
formulated in secrecy keeping par-
ents and teachers as much in the

- dark as possible. This was demon-
strated yet again at the end of last
term in the London Borough of
Islington where the proposed EAZ
will affect 22 schools. |

NUT teachers at Ashmount pri-
mary school unanimously voted
against the proposal and won the
support of more than 300 parents
who signed a petition in opposition
to the scheme, forcing the school’s
governors to call a parents meet-
ing. Over 100 attended and the
opposition was so strong that the
school has now pulled out.

However at nearby Yerbury a
push by parents for a similar meet-
ing was ignored; they were out-
raged to be told there will be no
further consultation with them.

Even more scandalously, just
after the end of term the Council
announced that three primary
schools in the borough will close
as part of the bid. Parents, teach-

-

ers and other activists are organis-
ing now to ensure maximum
opposition when schools return in
September.

Hackney
walk-out
Molly Cooper reports

- Over 250 angry school students

walked out of classes at Kingsland
school in Dalston at 2.30pm on
Tuesday July 20, in protest at the
threat to bring in an Education
Action Zone (EAZ) to run their
school. |

' They held an impromptu demo
outside the school and occupied
the road, Shackiewell Lane. stop-.
ping traffic. They demanded every
car that approached the demo
beep th& horn in support of their
demands.

They produced a leaflet they had
written, which said their school
was not for sale. | asked one of the
students, Hassan Suppyan, why he
had come on the protest.

“| think that the EAZs will take -
away our chances of getting a well

rounded education. If this goes
ahead we will lose our Drama,
Music and Art classes. They have
tried this in other areas and failed,
we believe we can stop it here.”

| also spoke to Aavatef jbilou. She |
said: “1 think the protest is very

good, the EAZs are not happening

in Hampstead, so why should they | -

happen in Hackney?” -
The demonstration was sup-

ported by some teachers in the

school and some members of the

local community. -

ST OUTLOOK

 Labour government has aban-

iTime for Solidarity

A RIGHT wing offensive at this
year’s RMT AGM saw Pat Siko-
rski, the left candidate-in the
recent Assistant General Secre-

tary elections, disciplined for

supposed breaches of the election
rules. Any further “infringement
of rules” by Pat in the next three
years would automatically result
in him being debarréd from
holding any office in the union.
The witchhunt against Pat, led
by General Secretary Jimmy
Knapp and former left wingers
on the national executive, has
nothing to do with any breach of
rule, and everything to do with
the fact that Pat came close to
winning and that he successfully
exposed their own incompetence
in the process. | |
However, the attack has given
succour to forces in the union
who want to fundamentally
change the direction of the RMT.
For them the next battle 1s now
over the election of the other
Assistant General Secretary posi-
tion, currently held by Bob Crow.
A right wing candidate is being
heavily pushed by all those forces
who have had their cosy relations
with management upset by
industrial disputes over the last
few years. Unfortunately Bob
Crow’s attitude of sitting on the
fence over Pat’s situation has not
helped him. |
For the rest of the week at the
AGM things went in a different
direction. ‘
Having centred their attack on
Pat Sikorski, the right were
unble to counter the pressure
from the membership to be seen
to be doing something about the
crisis caused by privatisation.
At the political level, anger con-
tinues to rise over the way the

doned its promises. In response,
the AGM almost unanimously
agreed to work with those to the

left of Labour, like Tommy Sheri-
‘dan and Dennis Canavan in the

Scottish Parliament who actually
support RMT policy, whilst also
reviewing the financial support
given to Labour MPs to ensure
the RMT only financially sup-
port those who are prepared to

campaign for re-nationalisation

_ Hitting the streets this month is Solidarity, a new magazine of news and debate for
‘ trade union activists.
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by the ideology
= -] workers are best served
¥ 4 bosses (and against other workers).
C Solidarity has set itself the modest aim
activists with ammunition in the fight to break the trade

Tony Blair's ideological domination
‘'matched by the domination of the TUC, under John Monks,
of “Partnership” —
by promoting the interests of their

of New Labour is

that the interests of

of providing

union movement from this dead weight. |
What we need is a new, fighting democratic trade union-

3 developments inside the FBU,
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Solidarity needs your support -

| ism which responds to the real needs of working people
S (united against their oppressors).
The first issue includes reports

from Canada whefe

from Australia examining the rise of the rank and file
movement iri the Maritime Union; and closer to home

PCS, RMT, T&G and UNI-

if you want to help,

financially, submitting articles for future issues or by

| selling this one, contact: martin.wicks@btinternet.com

nurses have been waging a campaign of “illegal” strikes; I
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Witch hunter: RMT chief fimmy

of the railways.

At the industrial level, the
AGM pledged to fight to support
members under threat. In partic-
ular a campaign was launched to
defend Guards on trains, once

again threatened by changes in
the official Railway Rule Book

et o

- putup by Railtrack.

After the RMT prepared for a
ballot of all Guards nationwide
Railtrack has now suspended the

Rule changes for eight weeks “for
further consultation”. The RMT

Joint union

fight to

Tube sell-off

At the AGM, Peter Snape MR
from the RMT parliamentary
group, tried to defend the privati-
sation of the tube. His hollow
excuses only served to further
antagonise the delegates.

With continuing problems over
finding private finance — no one
wants to take the risk with deep
tube lines, and Railtrack is openly
considering withdrawing from the
talks on the subsurface lines (Dis-
trict, Hammersmith & City,
Metropolitan, Circle and East
London), the government is now
faced with a united front of all
three rail unions opposing the pri-
vatisation plan.

ASLEF has now switched its pol-
icy to opposition, and the three
unions have linked up in a joint
campaign, launched by a 300-
strong joint public meeting.
Whilst the union leadershps
want to restrict the campaign to
safe lobbying of MPs, their unity
has helped revitalise the campaign
of street leafletting and public
meetings.

Activists initially targetted the
selection process for Labour can-
didates for the Greater London
Assembly. All the hustings were
leafletted and all candidates have
been asked where they stand on
‘the government’s proposal.

Taking matters a step further,
the RMT LUL Regional Council
has now made a call for indepen-
dent candidates who endorse

Knapp |
leadership has hailed this as a

changes the fundamental attack
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victory and suspended its ballot,
but activists remain concerned
that behind Railtrack’s cosmetic

goes on. |
It is vital that the RMT leader-
ship are not allowed to let this
issue fade away. Branches and
activists must apply pressure to
ensure that the ballot — of all
traincrew, not just guards — 1s
reinstated unless Railtrack fully
withdraw their proposals.

stop

union policy to be suppe. 2d.

Whilst ASLEF and TSSA have
not been won to a campaign of
strike action, the joint campaign
at least marks a step forward
from the previous position where
the RMT was the only union
opposing the government — and
made it easier to argue for sup-
port among tube workers.

In the spring the initiative was
lost when the RMT strikes were
called off. | |

Whilst there were undoubtedly
real problems of morale, the
RMT leadership decided to
retreat rather than confront those
problems. -

Despite all the hurdles the gov-
ernment faces it remains clear
that they will not back down
faced solely with a campaign of
lobbying. The task of LUL
activists and their supporters is to
use the new united campaign to
overcome the problems of
morale and to force the RMT
(and ASLEF) leadership'to put
industrial action back on the
agenda. S
-} The CATP can be contacted
on 0181 981 8065 or by e-mail
on johndleach(@aol.com |
Il Donations should be made
payable to CATP c/o John Leach,
47c Wadeson Street, London E2
9DP

I You can subsribe to the cam-
paign’s e-mail list by visiting:
http://CATPlistbot.com
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fight from
lifeless TUC

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK 5

Two flashpoints

could spark

Harry Sloan

what seemed certain
to be another
soporific and largely
irrelevant conference,
two issues seem likely to break
the consensus of bureaucrats
seeking to coexist with the New
Labour government.

The first is a straightforward
trade union issue: the aggressive
drive by the Engineers and Elec-
tricians union AEEU to squeeze
out rival unions and establish
reactionary single-union deals in
industries outside their usual

influence.

- The most notorious case 1n
point so far is at the Western Mail
newspaper in south Wales, where
the AEEU; representing a tiny
handful of members, are seeking
a single-union deal that would
exclude any representation for
over 100 NUJ journalists and
large numbers of print workers.

This has been widely recognised
as a grotesque attempt to re-run
the union-busting collaboration
between what was then the elec-
tricians’ union EEPTU and
Rupert Murdoch’s News Interna-
tional, which led to the prolonged
Wapping dispute.

For its scandalous role the
EETPU was expelled from the
TUC, and the electricians only
managed to get back in through
reincarnation in their merger
with the AEU, which has now
taken its place as the most craven
advocate of “partnership” with
the bosses and right wing policies
in the trade union movement.

With engineering and manufac-
turing industries in continued
decline, AEEU efforts to muscle
in on new sectors at the expense
of other TUC unions have not
stopped at the print industry, but
apparently also include recruit-
ment of shop workers, treading
on the toes of the impeccably

new realist USDAW.
Despite the apparent willing-
ness of the main print union

S the TUC heads for
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AEEU: GMB boss Edmonds

GPMU to disregard the AEEU’s
scandalous activities, the NU]J
leadership has taken a hard line,
and it seems that sufficient other
unions, including the TGWU,
may have been affected to make a

fight on the floor of TUC

Congress inevitable. -
The demand must be that the
AEEU immediately drop its

- efforts to squeeze out other TUC

unions or face expulsion from the
TUC.

The other key area in which a
conflict seems likely is over TUC
policy on the European single
currency. |

Up to now TUC General Secre-
tary John Monks has been able to
strut around as a leading advocate
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Seeing the

view even

euro-fanatic

TUC chief
Fohn Monks

of early British entry to European
Monetary Union, despite the fact
that two of the TUC’s largest
affiliates, UNISON and the
TGWU, along with several
smaller unions hold the opposite
view, and opinion polls show a
clear majority of union members
are against. Many unions have yet
to discuss or vote on the 1ssue.
hile Monks sees
the acceptance of
increased control
over the British
| | and  European
economy by a cabal of unelected
bankers on the board of the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB) as a
logical extension of his commit-
ment to “partnership” with the
CBI and British bankers, union
members are more wary about the
potential cost of EMU in jobs and
conditions.

Levels of unemployment are

‘much higher in Germany and

other Euroland countries than in
Britain, not least as a result of
austerity measures designed to
shoehorn eleven countries 1nto
compliance with the rigid Maas-

tricht convergence criteria for
EMU. Meanwhile the efforts of

the ECB to keep the value of the
fledgling currency above that of
the dollar add another obstacle to
any serious effort to boost eco-
nomic activity.

Privatisation and PFI are also
endemic in Euroland, with the

Builders
getl
tough
with
PFI
bosses

Molly Cooper

Andrew Wiard

bosses’ point of

- before they do:
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French government having out-
done even Thatcher’s gang of
asset-strippers in the scale of pri-
vatisation in the dash to cut back
government spending in readi-
ness for the Euro.

In spite of all the evidence of the
ways on which the structures and
restrictions of EMU work against

the interests of European work- -

ers, Monks has been only one of
an increasingly vocal band of
right wing union bureaucrats
urging an early British entry to
the single currency.
ntil now they have
largely been content
to grumble in the
wings that by not
joining the currency
in January British business has
somehow “missed the boat”. This
line is similar to that argued by
disgraced former EU economics
commissioner Yves de Silguy,
who recently had the nerve to
claim that the failure to enter
from day one was a “European
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tragedy” for the Blair govern-
ment. .

Now it seems that GMB leader
John Edmonds will link up with
the renegade AEEU to launch a
new right wing offensive aimed
to commit the TUC to campaign-
ing actively for the single cur-
rency. | |

A fight over the euro at the TUC

will put pressure on UNISON’s

“diffident leadership to defend its
" conference policy, which until

now the union’s Millbank-run
political staff have contrived to
relegate to the background.

It could also push the issue back

‘into the limelight, and trigger a

new round of debate on the
implications of the euro within
the trade union movement.

Socialists should maintain the
line of fighting for maximum sol-
idarity with European workers
against the bosses and bankers
who are so keen to impose the
single currency and the austerity
that goes with it. |

)

PRACTICAL internationalism broke out in South London last month as building workers from

countries across Europe, all working on a PFl contract for King's College Hospital in London,

took joint action to secure back wages for one building gang. o |
Two hundred workers picketed the hospital site demanding that the main contractor ensure

that one section of workers be pa

month’s pay.

id after their subcontract boss had skipped out owing them a

Some workers were owed up to £2, 500, SOme of thé fbreigh workers béing "l'éft destitute

forced to sleep rough on the streets. As well

as British building workers up to a third of the

pickets were French, others employed by separate subcontractors included gangs of Latvian,
Kosovan, and Portuguese workers. | |

Organised by the London Joint Sites Committee

the strike was 100% solid - all stayed out

from work for the day until UCATT officials were able to negotiate an agreement to pay back
wages with the main (French) contractor Bouygues. - |
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