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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT to No 48. September

UTLO
As Blair and Straw
lynch mob for Bush, we sa

THE
WAR!

The massive terror attack on the
World Trade Centre, which has
killed thousands of office and other
workers, is indefensible in any
terms, and should be condemned
sutright.

Burt the war that has been declared
by the USA, and the carnage that
ill be unleashed by the world’s
: superpower in the quest for
tary vengeance have nothing to
-ith “freedom” or “democracy”:
s are a reactionary attempt o
sert the right of US and world
ialism to exploit and domi-
na he poor and oppressed
out the globe.

olitical conditions which
created the September 11
H e far from obscure. The
perpertrators are not known at this
I despite all claims by the
b driving force behind
them s most likely to be a deep
bsrred of US imperialism gener-

e

governments,

ated by US foreign policy — past
and present. :

We share the grief of the relatives
of those who have lost their lives at
their place of work. The civilian
victims, like the great majority of
the American people, cannot be
held responsible for the barbarous
policies of their government. °

But for years the US government,
and US multi-national companies,
have been imposing their will on
the world by military force and
financial power. They have been
destroying local economies, impos-
ing structural adjustment pro-
grammes, overthrowing popular
and putting the
Suhartgs, the Pinochets, the
Marcoses, and the Mobutus in
power — dictators subordinated to
the US, who did not hesitate to
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slaughter their own people in the
cause of US policy. :

Now for the first time in recent
times the USA is confronted with a
huge attack on its own territory.
Previously this has been the fate of
the Koreans, the Vietnamese, the
Cambodians, the Iraqgis, the
Yugoslavs, the Somalis, the
Nicaraguans ... you could name a
dozen more.

Under today’s globalised econ-
omy, the rich are getting richer and
the poor are getting poorer, and
increased repression is used to keep
the poor in their place.

The mass misery which US policy
— backed by the major Western
powers (particularly Britain) — has
imposed on the majority of the
world’s population has created the
conditions for the new feature in
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terrorism and resistance: the sui-
cide bomber, and now the suicide
pilot.

In occupied Palestine there is no
shortage of young men willing to
sacrifice their lives in order to
strike a blow against the Israeli
oppressor. Again, although such
acts, particularly against civilians,
cannot be supported, it is easy to
see how they come about.

Palestinians are dying every day
at the hands of an Israeli war
machine — a machine supplied,
backed, and bankrolled by the
USA. The war criminal Sharon is
totally backed by George Bush -
who is also no longer even inter-
ested in the so-called “peace pro-
cess”.

In Iraq 2 million civilians have
perished through US-sponsored

A special 4-page
supplement in
response to the
events since the
suicide attacks
on US targets on
September 11

Socialist Alliance back Manchester anti-war protest: War is not the solution: Islam is not the problem

sanctions and the destruction of the
infrastructure of the country,
including the water supply and
treatment plants. Today US and
British planes continue to bomb
Iraq on a daily basis.

None of these crimes by US impe-
rialism justifies the killing of thou-
sands of US civilians: but they do
help to explain the anger which is
felt against the USA and its sym-
bols of power.

The fact is that whoever carried
out the attacks in the USA, the
result of all this will be a new
period of reaction. New political
conditions more conducive to
global capital are being created on
the back of the carnage on
September 11.

But one thing is sure: the result of
acts of war by US imperialism in
the present circumstances will be to
create the conditions for such acts
of terror to be repeated.




not be turned

into war!

No US bombing
anywhere! Stop US
intervention!

Extracts from
statement by US
Socialist Action

THE GOVERNMENT that
spends trillions on war, that has
sent more troops to police the
world in the interest of corpo-
rate profits than any other in
human history, that has plun-
dered and ruined the
economies of countless under-
developed countries is again
preparing for war.

The inexcusable and horrific
terror bombing of New York
and Washington, D.C. which
took the lives of thousands of
innocent people
and brought untold
grief and suffering
to their loved ones,
serves as the justifi-
cation for a
Congressional dec-
laration of war
against unnamed
nations and individ-
uals.

The whole world
is threatened with
military interven-
tion, bombing and
individual assassina- |
tion if nations
refuse to bend to
U.S. demands to
turn over unnamed
individuals, groups
and “suspects” who the U.S.
proposes, in violation of inter-
national law, to obliterate with-
out recourse to democratic
process.

A poisoned media and war-
mongering bipartisan Congress
fuels the flames of racism, lead-
ing to mounting attacks on
American Arabs and Muslims
as well as all those who, in the
racist mind, resemble people
of the'Middle East and Asia.

Today, we are witness to a
president proclaiming the U.S.
the bastion of freedomina
world that has been subject to
inhuman, illegal, genocidal, and
terrorist acts at U.S. govern-
ment hands.

And today, the world’s self-
appointed cops prepare for
new measures against the poor
people of the world in the
name of fighting terrorism, of
which the U.S. rulers are
themselves the chief practi-
tioners.

American working people
and their allies among all the
oppressed and exploited, the
youth and all others who cher-
ish justice must now prepare
to oppose U.S. militarism and
intervention everywhere.

The organisation of broad-
based united front mass
demonstrations to stop the
warmongers must be the top
priority of all who struggle for
social justice.

We must stand united against
the threat of frame-up trials
and attacks on our right to due
process, the right to assemble,
the right to the presumption

£

of innocence, the right against
arbitrary search and seizure,
and the right to free speech
and association.

Today's witch hunters pro-
pose to resort to wiretapping,
government informers and
agents, plus additional thou-
sands of La Migra border
patrols and other police mea-
sures in violation of fundamen-
tal human and democratic
rights.

The bully Pres:dent Bush has
declared war, demanding that
the person he describes only
as the “suspected” perpetra-
tor, Osama bin Laden, be
delivered to the U.S. “dead or
alive.” Any country that refuses
to aid the “crusade” is presum-
ably to be labelled the enemy,
and then bombed and

Peace protest in Boston

destroyed at will.

History’s tragic irony records
that bin Laden himself was
among the stable of CIA-
trained and financed operatives
when it suited imperialist ends.

We can and will survive these
troubled times with dignity and
rights intact, but only by
standing together against the
hatemongers.

Dr. Martin Luther King jr.
observed shortly before his

" murder that “The U.S. is the

greatest purveyor of violence
in the world.” It is this violence
and terror that has produced
the handful of fanatics today
who blindly and in opposition
to the interests of all the
world’s people replicate on an
infinitely smaller scale the
deeds of yesterday’s brutal and
racist colonisers and today’s
world powers.

The terror, war and bar-
barism inherent in globalising
world capitalism will not be
ended until the world’s people
unite to build a new social
order where human solidarity,
love, economic, political and
social association for the com-
men good, replace the ram-
paging horses of the capitalist
apocalypse — war, racism, sex-
ism, poverty, hunger and dis-
ease.

- The answer to terrorism lies
in building a world free of
oppression and war, in a soci-
ety that champions human life
and solidarity.as opposed to
capitalist barbarism. Socialism
is the name of that society!

Farooq Tariq,
General secretary
Labour Party
Pakistan

| am writing this from Toba Tek
Singh, my home town, 300
kilometres away from Lahore,
in the central Punjab. It is
mainly a peasant dominated
area, and main income comes

from crops like cotton, wheat, -

sugarcane and maize.

In the Seventies, it was once
a hub of a peasant movement
led by the Stalinist Left. On
23rd March 1970, over
500,000 attended a peasant
conference in the town.

Now the town is in the grip
of religious fundamentalists. In
the main centre of the town,
we see the paintings of the
martyrs (those youth who have
been killed during the “holy”
war of Kashmir during the last

. few years). Many religious

madrasas (schools) can be
found at every street corner.

The street power is in the
hand of the religious funda-
mentalists.

Many working class youth
have been recruited during the
past years by the Jihadi (holy
war) organisation to fight in
Afghanistan and Kashmir. The

* youth finding no possibility of

jobs, can at least find the basic
necessities at the religious
‘schools and in the training
camps.

| was told by Javaid Hashmi,
the central president of Muslim
League, in an informal chat,
during the Alliance for
Restoration of Democracy
(ARD) meeting on 15
September that he has been
invited many times during the
month to visit families whose
sons have become martyrs in
Kashmir.

Hashmi told me that when he
arrives at a certain house, he

Bin Laden: he and Taliban
seen as challenging US power
has been asked not to condole

. but to congratulate the family

for this great achievement.
Sweets are brought to be
taken as a gesture of the happi-
ness of the family. And the
same goes for the whole village
from where these youth nor-
mally comes.

It is same sad story of most of
the central and Southern
Punjab areas from where the
bulk of the recruits come for
these religious organisations.

In Lahore, the mood among
many workers and ordinary
citizens was of joy and happi-
ness that the Americans had
been taught a lessons at last:
but there was also a sympathy
for those been killed in the ter-
rorist attack.

" The ARD two day meeting
on 14,15 September, con-
demned the attacks but also
gave a warning to the
Americans that they should not
attack the innocent citizens of
Afghanistan.

But at Toba Tek Singh, the
mood was of fanaticism. As |
arrived after a six hour drive
from Lahore to see my ageing
father, | was bombarded with
questions by him.

A trader all his life, he is now
fighting with the banks to give
back the loans he once took in

Why Pakistan peasants won't

condemn New York carnage

the hope that the agriculture
income would improve — but
disappointed al the time.

All his initiatives to enhance
his ever decreasing income -
went nowhere. All his life, he
remained loyal to the Muslim’
League, a conservative bour-
geois party. .

When | condemned the
attacks and also told what
could happen to the Taliban
government in future, and that
the act has endangered the

lives of the Muslims across the

globe, he was untouched, and
told me “You could be the only
one talking this way in the
town.” “No one would sup-
port you here.”

Lesson

He was of the view that the
Taliban will teach another his-
toric lessons to the Americans,
and that the military regime in
Pakistan have little time left in
power as they are playing at
the hands of the Americans.

He said “l am very happy -

what has happened in America. '

The IMF and World Bank have
destroyed my life and | am in
the grip of the banks as my
whole agricultural business has
been destroyed by these insti-
tutions.”

“| cannot afford to pay the
price of the pesticides now the
state subsidies are gone and
my orange garden has been

ruined.”

| spoke to Afzal, one of my
cousins, who told me:

“There is no way the Taliban
will be defeated by the
Americans. How can they
defeat the Taliban when they
cannot defend their own cities?

It is great what has happened.” .

He also told me that many
will join demonstrations if -the
Americans attack Paklstan or
Afghanistan.

“There is a great hatred.

among us against the military’s
capitulation at the hands of
Americans, “ he added. Other
people nearby had the same
feelings as Afzal.

Six days after the Tuesday
attacks on American cities, it
seems that generally many are
happy and feel pride that at last
someone has done the job they
should be doing.

it shows an utter hatred of
American imperialism among -
the general masses.

But the mood'is turning in
favour of the fundamentalists.
Once the attack by the
Americans starts here, the mili-
tary regime will face an
extraordinary situation of
demonstrations and rallies led
by the fundamentalists.

One villager told me that the
incident of America is like a
peasant getting up in a village .
to fight against the feudal lord
with no weapons. No one in
the village ever thought of
fighting against the feudal lords
before. But when this peasant
wins the fight, peasants in the
whole village will be very
happy.

America is a big feudal lord of
the world, which has lost the
fight at the hands of someone
without any resources, and we
must celebrate.

Whenever | raised the issue
of innocent Americans losing
their lives, the normal reaction
was, yes we sympathise, but
what about those millions of
Palestinians, Sudanese,
Vietnamese and others who
have lost the lives at their
hands?

“Who supports Israel?” is
another question raised imme-
diately by every one.

It is very clear we, the pro-
gressive forces, are among the
very few who see we have to
condemn terrorism, whether
at individual or state level.

#

Palestine: warning of a “second group

of V|Ct|ms as Israelis crack down

Alternative
Information
Center
The Alterative Information
Center, founded on values of
internationalism, humanism
and democracy, strongly
rejects and condemns the
terror attack on the World
Trade Center in New York
City that happened on
September 11, 2001. ¥
While the surviving vic- .
tims of the attack have

not yet been rescued, the

bodies of the dead have not
yet been buried and there is
no indication of who is
responsible for the attack,
the process of creating a-
second group of victims has
begun.

Just a few days after the
World Summit against
Racism ended, this
terror attack is being
used to incriminate
Arabs and Muslims
as terrorists without
any evidence. Former
Israeli Prime
Ministers Barak and

Nethanyahu paraded in front
of the world’s media drawing
from the events the need to
apply extra force against
Middle East ‘terrorism’.

We recall that Arabs and
Muslims were targeted and
blamed for the Oklahoma
City bombing that had noth-
ing to do with Arabs or
Muslims, but with the US far
right.

In Israel, the government,
the army and the media are
using this catastrophe to

x{)ppress the rightful struggle

of the Palestinian people

”\ for freedom and inde-

\ pendence The imme-
ame diate danger

that the

events in

the USA will allow further
aggressive actions by Ariel
Sharon and his administra-
tion presents a real threat to
the people of Palestine.

Israeli policies of extra-judi-
cial executions, displace-
ment and the besieging of
the civil population are not
part of a struggle for a safer
world but acts state terror-
ism. As such they endanger
the legitimate right of all
humanity to live in a safe
and secure planet.

The attacks in the US
threaten to mark a change
in relations between
Western hegemony and the
oppressed nations and rep-
resents a further milestone .
in the re-arrangement of the
world order under the glob-
alization project. This
change in relations will for-
tify the Israeli State policy in
the Middle East in the inten-
sification their military cam-
paign and will legjtimize
greater repressive acts against
the Palestinian people.

The AIC believes that jus-
tice and security for human-

ity cannot be achieved by
social, economical and polit-
ical oppression of the weak-
est nations and communi-
ties.

Freedom and justice for all
can only be achieved by
securing for all human
beings the “recognition of
the inherent dignity and of
the equal and inalienable
rights”.

The AIC sees those princi-
ples as the only secure base
for “the foundation of free-
dom, justice and peace in
the world”, as is affirmed by
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

The greed of colonialism
and imperialism; the inhu-
man exploitation of non-
white nations and the war
over the control of the
planet has fed humanity to
an age of barbarism and
indiscriminate violence.

Today, more than ever, it is
urgent that democratic
forces in the world join
hands in the struggle for
social justice. freedom and
democracy.




HE ATTACK on the

World Trade Centre has

played right into the

hands of US imperial-

ism and the right-wing
and reactionary forces all over the
world — and they will play it for all
it is worth.

At the time of writing
the world awaits the first
brutal military strike by
US and British forces
against Afghanistan. i

A huge task force of {8
warships, tens of thou- |
sands of troops, artillery,’
fighter aircraft, bombers
and missiles have been
mobilised in the Middle
East and Central Asia —
and few really believe that
this force will not be used
against one of the poorest
countries in the world.

Bush has declared that
the USA is at war, and that
he wants Osama Bin
Laden “dead or alive”. But many
more lives are at stake. Whatever
else results from a military strike,
however, it will trigger a humani-
tarian disaster.

Even before the first salvo of
bombs and shells explode, millions
are already starving in Afghanistan
as a result of the withdrawal of
humanitarian aid, and tens of thou-
sands are on the move as a result of
the threat of war.

Yet plans are being actively con-
sidered to go beyond a straight mil-
itary strike on Afghanistan and to
take it over by military conquest
and install some kind of regime (as
yet undefined) in its place. As the
British empire, and later the Soviet
Union discovered in the past, if this
can be done at all, it can only be
done by more wholesale military
action.

Blair and Straw travel the world
drumming up support for Bush.
Governments — and by implication
whole populations — are warned
that they either back the new impe-
rialist offensive or, by definition,
they will be seen as backing the
“terrorists”.

War fever is being whipped up in
the USA, and, in other countries,
like Britain, the media is preparing
the population for war.

he effects of all this on

world politics will be

absolutely  profound.

Unfortunately most of

these effects will be to
the direct-advantage of US imperi-
alism (which has been politically
strengthened by the events of
September 11) and to the detriment
of the working class and its allies
world-wide and all those fighting
for national and other rights.

This is a direct result of an act of
individual terrorism, which must
be condemned. .This is not only
because we are totally opposed to
the indiscriminate mass slaughter
of civilians, but because such acts of
individual terror cannot advance
the struggle of the working class
and its allies one jot.

The US and its new-found
alliance are not just planning and
preparing an artack on’

Afghanistan: US special forces

(essentially death squads) are'to be
sent around the world eliminating
suspects in the way Sharon does in

Playing into
Bush’s hands &

Palestine — a policy condemned up
to now by the USA and Britain.
The policy is not new: Clinton
has revealed that he (illegally)
ordered the assassination of Bin
Laden when he was President. The
scale of operation being proposed
by Bush, however, is of a different

Looking for victims: Bush with Colin Powell

order, and the ban on assassinations
by CIA agents is to be lifted.
Although the ban was never fully
enforced, its lifting will lead to its
greatly expanded use.

The lifting of the ban on CIA
assassinations is just one aspect of a
huge attack on civil liberties are
being prepared on the basis that

“ such civil liberties hamper the war

against the térrorists. A string of
measures are being prepared in the
USA, while Home Secretary
Blunkett is preparing a string of
measures here.

ore than two weeks

after the attack on

the WTC the FBI

are no nearer estab-

lishing, with any-
thing approaching hard evidence,
who was responsible. They have
not even established the identity of
all of the hijackers — since some of
those initially named are still alive
and well.

Whoever did it, however, it is
most likely to be connected US pol-
icy in the Middle East and its sup-
port for the murderous policies of
the Israeli government.

This lack of proof has not stopped
the US from declaring that they
have conclusive proof, which they
now say that they unfortunately
cannot make public — because they
don’t want the Taliban to know!

How proof of Bin Laden’s
involvement would help the
Taliban rather than undermine
them is not explained.

Bush, however, intends to invoke
the rhetoric of “democracy” and
“Freedom”, but the old traditions
of lynch law. The US will go to war
first and produce the evidence (if
any) for its actions later.

They are building a coalition
which is based largely on cynicism
and convenience, and which may
not survive the pressures of war.

Russian leader Putin likes it
because it legitimises his vicious
war in Chechnya (where 200
Chechens a week are still being
killed, but which he has claimed is
not to crush a national liberation
struggle but against “terrorists”.
And the Chinese bureaucracy like

it because it'legitimises their own

abuses of human rights.
The Indlian government and the
Pakistani dictatorship have joined

in because the USA has recipro-
cated by dropping sanctions
imposed against their development
of nuclear weaponry, and nodded
through new loans to prop up
Pakistan’s collapsing economy.

Others have joined in for fear of
the consequences to them - in
terms of US retaliation — if they
don’t

This attack came at a time when
the rise of the anti-globalisation
movement was beginning to chal-
lenge the forward march of globali-

sation and the US neo-liberal pro-

ject.

US imperialism hopes and
intends that this will be an oppor-
tunity to turn back the clock. In
this sense the war drive is the mili-
tary wing of the process of globali-
sation and the neo-liberal offensive.

The anti-globalisation movement
must ensure that this does not hap-
pen. But each of the big recent
mobilisations has met increasing
levels of repression and this is
likely to get much worse. The tac-
tics may have to modified.

The effects on refugees and asy-
lum seekers and  in particular
Afghans, Muslims and Arabs' is
already clear enough. Millions
more refugees are being created
while refugees in western countries
are already facing increasing vio-
lence and persecution.

Weasel words from Blair and
Bush about “not being at war with
Islam” go alongside a war drive
which is heavily racist and in
which Muslims are presented as
synonymous with terrorists.

Islamic fundamentalism is now
seen by Bush as the new enemy
world-wide, a phenomenon which
was largely created by US imperial-
ist policy in the region, by the
denial of national rights, abject
social conditions and the absence of
a socialist alternative.

Remarkably Bush and Blair con-
tinue their war drive with little
regard to its effects on the stock
markets — which have been crash-
ing as the events have unfolded.

The USA was already slipping
towards recession, taking many
other advanced economies down
with it. Mass redundancies had
begun and more which were
already on the way before
September 11.

US consumer confidence has now
collapsed, and the crisis of prof-
itability has been exacerbated. The
extreme uncertainty over the out-
come of military action has caused
a crisis which has begun spinning

_out of control.

he effects on the neo-

liberal project and the

process of globalisation

is now bound up not

just with the war drive
but economic developments.

There is even speculation that the
major economies and the imperial-
ist bankers may be forced to retreat
into some . form of neo-
Keynesianism for a period in order
to retrench — as was the case with
some of the South East Asian coun-
tries during the Asian crisis.

Generally, however, the answer to
each turn in the economic situation
has been more neo-liberalism not
less, and this may well be the case
again.

For the left the task is clear

enough. The anti-globalisation
movement must not be allowed to
falter, rather it must be given new
energy and new impetus.

It may be that tactics will have to
change — with more emphasis on
mass mobilisations which are not
so vulnerable to state repression.

he conditions which
created the anti-globali-
sation movement ~ the
increasing gap between
. rich and poor and the
growing ranks of the dispossessed —
are still there, and getting worse.

At the same time the left has to
build a broad-based anti-war move-
ment against the jingoism which is
being whipped up, and which will
get worse once the shooting starts.

This needs to be combined with
the anti-globalisation movement
and built at every level, including
in the labour movement and the
trade unions.

This is crucial, since acts of indi-
vidual terror and their effects dis-
tort the class struggle.

Already we have seen the TUC
conference called off early, and with
it whatever fight there was by the

trade union leaders against the pri-

vatisation proposals of Blair’s sec-
ond term.

Grim toll of west’s terror

Now the Labour Party conference
is being cut to a half of its usual
length, ensuring that the same bat-
tle over privatisation and other
highly controversial politics for
New Labour’s second term is sup-
pressed or curtailed.

The union leaders and some

politicians argues that it is “inap-
propriate” to debate party and
political issues while there is a war
on.
. It is seen as impolite and unpatri-
otic even to question the wisdom of
backing Bush’s lynch-mob offen-
sive.

But behind the fagade of warmon-
gering rhetoric and the offensive to
reassert imperialist dominance over
the world’s oppressed, Blair’s gov-
ernment is not pausing, but press-
ing ahead with all of its most reac-
tionary policies — including a new,
and even more draconian suppres-
sion of civil rights in the name of
“defending democracy”.

The left must rally the unions and
the labour movement to a political
Yight that must continue and inten-
sify the more Blair wraps himself in
the union jack, resorting to patrio-
tism — “the last refuge of the
scoundrel” as a pretext for further
attacks on working people, at home
and abroad.

IT IS SAID that the September 11 attacks were the biggest act of
terror of all time. But this would only be that case if we only

include non-state terror.

M Many acts and campaigns of state terror surpass it, for exam-
ple the nuclear annihilation of Japanese cities by the US in 1945,
and the carpet-bombing of Dresden in World War 2.

B Suharto’s ClA-backed and orchestrated coup in 1964 slaugh-
tered a million people in Indonesia.

W Millions of civilians were killed in US bombing in Korea and
Vietnam. The USA dropped more bombs on Laos and Cambodia
during the Vietnam war than were dropped in the whole of the

WWwW2.

M US-sponsored “contra” terror squads killed 30,000 civilians in
their campaign to oust Nicaragua’'s Sandinista government.
W 17,500 civilians were killed in lsrael’s 1982 invasion of

Lebanon

B At least a million civilians, half of them children, have died in
Iraq as a result of the embargo imposed by the US and Britain.

If Bin Laden is a terrorist he is not the biggest - even if he has
done everything the US accuses him of doing.

The irony, in any case, is that Bin Laden was a creation of the CIA
during the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, and the Taliban -
accused of harbouring him - was brought to power by the US and

| its allies.

In fact the proxy war between the USA and the USSR in
Afghanistan facilitated the development of well-trained, anti-
socialist, Islamic militia network across the Middie East and fur-

tker afield.




Fighting to stop

the war machine

Stop the War
Coalition

formed
Alan Thornett

Three hundred people came
together in London on
Tuesday (September 25th) to
form and anti-war campaign
— which was named the Stop
The War Coalition.

It followed a highly suc-
cessful rally in London last
Friday which attracted 3,000
people and ran to three over-
flow meetings, and the
launch of media workers
against the war which was
held on Monday with 70 peo-
ple present.

Tariq Ali gave the opening
address pointing out that
whilst the new war coalition
war mobilising for a war with
aircraft, and warships, and
troops heading for south
Asia, there was actually no
agreement amongst the
coalition as the war aims or
even who should be attacked
and how.

He called for the biggest
and broadest anti-war move-
ment possible and advocated
the slogan “we are not at
war”

He pomted to the success-
ful protests which have taken
place against the war in par-
ticular 5,000 people picketed
Downing Street last
Saturday. There were also
sizeable demonstration in a
number of other cities,

including Leeds,
Manchester and Glasgow.
He argued that this

response reflects millions of
people in Britain who do not
endorse the war aims of Bush
and Blair, and whilst totally
condemning the terrorist
attack and wanting to see
something done about it,
think that what is being pro-
posed will only make things
worse. There is, therefore, he
said, the basis for a substan-
tial . anti-war movement in

anti-war vxdeos, and orgamse orkpl; 1 »
media outlets. There will also be a ma;or pubﬁc raliy in cemrai
London in the coming weeks,
Media Workers Against the War will saek support frum medla
trade union branches and individuals working in the media.
Workers at the BBC iTN and various natlona! newspapsers
attended.

John Harris

CND and other campazgners challenge Blatr s war dm)e outside Dowmng Street on September 22

Blair: imperialist hymn sheet
Britain and it is our obliga-
tion to build it.

The meeting decided to
launch a big campaign
against the war in every
arena possible. After setting
up the campaign the meeting
broke up into work groups
dealing with various areas of
the campaign: trade unions,
students, media, anti-racism
and asylum seekers, and on
Islamophobia.

-

e

It was reported that a cam-
paign in the colleges and at
the freshers fairs had already
produced thousands of sig-
natures against the war.

It emerged at the very good
trade union working group
that ASLEF has already
passed a resolution opposing
the war as an emergency res-
olution for LP conference,
and that the RMT is dis-
cussing a similar resolution
on Thursday.

The meeting discussed a
launching a big campaign in
the unions against the war
including the demand for an
emergency TUC conference
to discuss it.

This was given a boost by
the news that train drivers’
union ASLEF has already
passed an emergency resolu-
tion against the war,.to be
tabled at the coming Labour
Party conference in
Brighton.

Plans were made to cam-
paign in the various unions,
and also to ensure that the
campaign committee and the
public platforms of the cam-
paign have adequate trade
union representation.  _

The Stop The War
Coalition will be holding
weekly open meetings,
which will include meetings
of the working groups.

England

Big rallies, vigils and meet-
ings against the war drive
have been taking place all
over the country, and meet-
ings are being organised to
form local campaigns. 180
rallied in Portsmouth, while
500 joined a protest in
Ozxford on September 22.
The Socialist Alliance is
giving full support to all
anti-war events, and an
updated listing on planned
events across the country can
be found on its web site:
www.socialistalliance.net.

Scotland

Immediately after - 11lth
September, the Scottish
Socialist Party discussed
anti-war initiatives. A paper
was produced by the week-
end and meetings called for
the following week.

On Thursday 20th a meet-
ing of 250 was held in
Glasgow and large meetings

were held in Edinburgh,
Dundee and Aberdeen.

The Glasgow meeting was
called by the SSP and had
Tommy Sheridan, Alan

McCoombes and Lindsey
German on the platform.

On Saturday 22nd over
1,000 attended a CND organ-
ised rally in the centre of

A HUGE attack on civil
rights is being prepared
under the banner of fighting
terrorism. Governments in
the US, the EU and in
Britain suddenly find that
they can bring in measures
which would have been
unthinkable only three
weeks ago.

In the USA and in Britain
politicians are arguing that
democratic rights have got
out of hand and are now
playing into the hands of
the terrorists.

In Britain Home Secretary
Blunkett is arguing that if
terrorism is to be combat-
ted, civil liberties should be
in the hands of politicians
and not the courts.

In fact this is already law,
because when Parliament
incorporated the European
convention on human rights
into British law it gave
politicians the final word.

In the US there are already
proposals to lift the ban on
the CIA on killing foreign-
ers. Of course the CIA never
stopped assassinations when
the ban came in, but official
sanction would clearly esca-
late the policy and a lot
more people will die.

New powers are being
given to the police to arrest
and detain on suspicion.

Powers to tap telephones
and install surveillance cam-
eras in private homes are
being prepared.

In Britain, where the dra-
conian Terrorism Act and

Andrew Wiard

Glasgow and similar action
took place across Scotland.

The latest issue of Scottish
Socialist Voice takes the line
‘No More Carnage’.

Anti War groups are being
set up in many localities in
Scotland, although at this
point there is no coordinat-
ing committee.

other reactionary legislation
passed by New Labour
already gives sweeping
police powers, Blunkett is
now considering the intro-
duction identity cards — in
what would be a grim echo
of South Africa’s hated
apartheid “pass laws”.

It is something which
British governments have
dearly wanted for a long
time in order to clamp down
effectively on asylum seek-
ers, but would have been
unable to do under other
circumstances.

The Tories considered it
several times — and decided
against it.

Also mooted is the idea
that such identity cards
would not just be used to
prove identity and address
to police on the streets but
would be the means of
access to a range of services
from the NHS to schools
libraries and other public
services.

STUDENTS have been
among the leading elements
mobilising against the war
threat across the USA, as
thousands of reservists have
been called up by Bush’s war
machine.

2,500 rallied against the
war in the University of
Berkeley, as part of a nation-
wide effort involving 146
universities in 36 states. In
New York University, a
meeting of 250 students
cheered a socialist speaker
who insisted that “We have
every right to ask questions
of this government”.

As the anti-war movement
develops, a  former US
Attorney General, Ramsey
Clark, has put his head
firmly above the parapet of
patriotic hysteria, and called
a protest demonstration out-
side the White House for
September 29, warning that:

“A new and widespread war

by the USA in the Middle
East can only lead to a spiral
of violence”.

B In Brazil, anti-war cam-
paigners are organising a
series of mass rallies in Sao
Paolo, beginning on
September 28.

R o ————
A new war — on civil rights!

New technology would
also give the government a
range of options in terms of
the information it could
contain from finger prints
to DNA.

How such measures would
stop a suicide bomber is not
clear: the evidence so far
suggests that those who hi-
jacked the planes were
legally resident in the USA
prior to the attack on New
York and Washington, and
that they had valid docu-
ments.

But there are real and
obvious dangers that new
powers to stop “suspects”
and demand ID cards will
be used almost invariably
against black people and
ethnic minorities — adding
yet another strand to the
web of state racism.

Thank you
comrades —

from Charlie
As many readers will know
Charlie Van Gelderen has
been ill and in hospital.

¥ Charlie is now home,
although his illness remains,

and he has asked us to thank
all those comrades (from all
over the country) who have
sent him cards and best
wishes, since he is unable to
reply individually. He will not
be able to continue with his
column in the paper at the
present time but he is keen to

il keep in touch with everyone.
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