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Socialist

Defend Greg Tucker and Mick Skiggs

South West Trains witch

hunt RMT activists

RMT activist and Socialist
Alliance general election
candidate Greg Tucker has
been victimised by his
employers, South West
Trains, in a clear attempt to
launch a major attack on the
RMT.

During the general election
period RMT members on
South West Trains took three
days of strike action to
defend their union’s right to
organise. The dispute,
dubbed “the red waistcoat
dispute” by the media, con-
cerned a number of issues,
ranging from unfair applica-
tion of sickness absence
procedures to a refusal of
the company to meet with
RMT representatives.

After three days of suc-
cessful strikes, the com-
pany backed down and
agreed to the majority of the
union’s demands. It was a
clear victory for the RMT.

But it is clear now that
SWT management saw their
climb down as only a way of
gaining valuable breathing
space. They immediately put
into place measures to tar-
get key RMT activists.

This has now borne fruit
with disciplinary action taken
against Waterloo Branch
Secretary Greg Tucker. As a
result he has been down-
graded from driver to rev-
enue protection assistant —
a ticket collector in plain lan-
guage. Aside from a per-

sonal cut in wages, the clear
issue here is to threaten
other rail workers and under-
mine the RMT.

At the same time as disci-
plining Greg Tucker, SWT
have suspended Portsmouth
based RMT Guards’ activist
Mick Skiggs on similar
trumped up charges.

For Greg the charge was

“speeding”, for Mick using a-

mobile phone “at an inap-
propriate moment”. in both
cases SWT are trying to
cloak their victimisation in
the garb of “safety”.

That this is a joke was
clear in Greg’s case when
the decision to downgrade
him was explained as due to
his long-term bad attitude.

Management took into
account:

[ the fact that a train he
drove in 1993 ran twenty
minutes late,

Il that he refused to drive
a train during the signal
workers dispute in 1994

I and that he refused to
work overtime on a day in
1999.

Two previous disciplines
were taken into account
despite the fact that on both
occasions the charges had
been withdrawn.

During the general election
campaign Greg was sub-
jected to a sustained attack
by the Evening Standard
which highlighted his elec-
tion activity in joining lectur-

Witch-hunted for political actiovity: Greg Tucker

ers’ and postal workers’
picket lines, denounced him
for his membership of the
International Socialist Group
and attacked his role inside
the RMT.

SWT clearly decided that
Greg was 100 high profile an
employee, and had to be
dealt with.

The task now is for the
RMT to wage a campaign to
defend Greg and Mick, not
just because an injury to one
is an injury to all, but

because SWT want to use
these attacks to clear out
any union opposition to their
drive to increase profitability.
All that was won in the dis-
pute in May will be under
threat.

The RMT leadership has
already agreed to start the
process of balloting mem-
bers for industrial action.
What is needed is a major
campaign to convince the
membership of the need to
fight back.

Medical secretaries
step up pay fight

Campbell
MacGregor

North Glasgow UNISON
Branch has been pursuing a
regrading claim on behalf of
300 Medical Secretaries for
15 months.

The medical secretaries
feel they are undervalued,
overstressed and do not get
the recognition or respect
they deserve in view of the
specialised  skills  they
require, the complex nature
of their work and the
responsibility they have in
relation to patient care.

The Trust have failed to
resolve the dispute and the
secretaries have rejected any
notion that the recent
National Framework pro-
posal comes anywhere close
to meeting their demands.
which are: :

@ Unconditional upgrad-
ing to grade 4 of the Admin
& Clerical Whitley Scale, in
line with administrative sec-
retaries across the Trust,
with point to point assimila-
tion (i.e. secretaries cur-
rently at the top of scale 3
should move straight to the
top of scale 4).

@ Retention of proficiency
allowances

@ Implementation back-
dated to the date of submis-

sion of the claim (June 2000)

They took 3 days of strike
action from 8th to 10th
August after voting 91.3% in
favour of action. All of the
strikers are women, and
many are single parents.
Their normal take home pay
is between £700-780 per
month.

On the first day there was a
very successful demo and
rally, where support was
received from all quarters.
The strikers grew more
determined and confident,
particularly when the Mail

Vans refused to cross the
picket-lines, even some of
the supplies did not get in.

Some strikers set up stalls
in the city centre, handed
out leaflets and enlightened
people about their claim.
They collected many signa-
tures on their petition to the
Scottish Executive, and
around £3000 in donations
to the strike fund. Fying
pickets travelled to some.
sites where there are not
many secretaries.

The action won a commit-
ment from the Trust not to
hire agency staff and to with-
draw their threat to deduct 5
days pay for 3 days strike
and 2 days annual leave.

Frances Lyall, Medical
Secretary said, “It seems that
the only way the Trust are
going to understand the
value of what we do is by us
not being there.”

Diruption

Carolyn Leckie, North
Glasgow Hospitals Branch
Secretary and Co-chair of
the Scottish Socialist Party
said, “It is regrettable that
we are forced to take this
action as it will inevitably
cause disruption.

But the ability of the NHS
to provide a service in the
future is being put in jeop-
ardy by failure to pay medi-
cal secretaries the correct
salary to reflect the impor-
tance and complexity of the
work they do.

Recruitment of Medical
Secretaries and other NHS
staff is becoming increas-
ingly difficult. If this prob-
lem is not solved now, there
will be very few people left
willing to work in the NHS”.

Carolyn gold  Socialist
Outlook: “This is a signifi-
cant struggle, which, if won
will give confidence to all
public sector workers to face
and fight the battles ahead.

We need solidarity.”

Until conclusion of this
dispute, there will also be a
strict work to rule. This will
involve:

@ adhering to contracted
hours (no overtime, paid or
unpaid) and ensuring all
breaks are properly taken.

@ no covering for estab-
lished posts that have been
vacant for more than 3
months.

@ boycotting of all work
associated specifically with
current  ‘Waiting  List
Initiatives’.

As we go to press, a second
bout of strike action from
August 29-September 5 has
started. On September 1,
the strikers held a march
through Glasgow.

The subsequent rally was
addressed by speakers
including MSPs Tommy
Sheridan ( Scottish Socialist
Party) and Dorothy Grace
Elder (Scottish National
Party) , and a member of the
UNISON national execu-

tive. Messages of support

and financial donations
totalling around £2500 were
read out, mainly from other
UNISON branches, but also’

from the Prairie region of .

the Canadian Union of
Postal Workers, and  the
STUC women’s officers.

Carolyn Leckie said that .

the dispute was being under-
mined by national union
officials, but consultants
had decided effectively to
support the dispute by e.g.
refusing to perform opera--

tions without typed notes. -

The Trust was rattled.

This dispute could still be
a long haul, financial sup-
port should be sent to:

Kathy McLean, Treasurer,
UNISON North Glasgow
Hospitals Branch,
Cuthbertson Building, GRI,
Castle St., Glasgow, G4 OSF

Campbell

MacGregor

The last issue of Socialist
Outlook contained a report on
the occupation of Govanhill
pool in Glasgow.

This is-a swimming pool in a
particularty run-down area of
the city with a large racial
minority population, which the
local council were attempting
to close without any semblance
of consultation.

After 142 days of occupation,
early on the morning of August
7 the sheriff’s officers moved
in, accompanied by large num-
bers of police, to evict the
occupation.

The clashes which took place
were not quite Genoa, but
they were some of the most
serious clashes between police
and protesters which | have
ever seen in Britain.

When | got up that morning |
read the story on teletext that
the authorities had moved in. |
quiclkly finished my coffee then
headed straight down to the
pool.

When | got there around 100
police were outside the build-
ing, a few hundred protesters
were blocking Calder Street
outside the pool, and some
were also blocking nearby
Victoria Rd., a main road
through Glasgow, forcing police
to divert traffic.

In scenes reminiscent of the
north of Ireland, | noticed dust-
bin lids in the road, which had
presumably been used to warn
of the approach of the sheriff’s
officers. The officers were
inside the building, searching
for 10 protesters who they
thought were hiding inside.
One protester had made it
onto the roof.

The crowd was multi-racial
and contained several children.
Most of them were local peo-
ple. They were clearly in a mil-
itant mood and showed a defi-

Heavy—hnded COpS smash
Glasgow pool sit-in protest

ance of police authority that |
have not often seen.
Sometimes people linked-arms
and at other times they sat on
the road to prevent the police
clearing it.

At one point a police car was
surrounded by the crowd, to
stop it moving. As scuffles took
place a1 various times the
mood grew more heated and
the police were often pelted -
with eggs. '

| would have assumed that in
a city the size of Glasgow the-
police might have difficulty
dealing with a protest like this
initially, but they would have
the ability to bring in large
numbers of reinforcements
within a relatively short time.

This did not happen.
Eventually 4 police horses
appeared, w'- -h were used to
charge the crowd. Although
the police did gradually gain
control of the street they
seemed very reluctant to arrest
people perhaps Because they
did not have the forces to do it.
It took several hours before
the police gained control of the
situation.

A number of SSP activists

turned up at various times dur-
ing the day as did SNP MSP
Dorothy Grace Elder but
unfortunately there was no
organised attempt by the SSP
to mobilise its members. | did
go back to my flat for a time
and try to alert SSP members
myself by email but the mes-
sage was only delivered a week
later (this was probably just a
technical hitch, but you some-
times wonder).

The SSP has supported the
occupation throughout but it
does not currently have the
organisational ability to
mobilise large numbers of peo-
ple in a short time (| wish it
did!). At the same time the
authorities are blaming the SSP
for the occupation as an excuse
for ignoring the militancy of
many people in Govanhill.

Il 2 SNP MSPs and the SSP
are calling for an enquiry into
police heavy-handedness and
allegations of racial abuse of
protesters by the police. The
struggle by Southside Against
Closure is continuing, see
http://crowd.to/saveourpool



Socialist

t’s just three months since

the second Labour landslide

victory. But one of the short-

est and worst-tempered polit-

ical honeymoons is already
over, and things are hotting up in
the public sector unions in the run-
up to this year’s Labour Party con-
ference.

It may come as a surprise to some
left activists, but the pace is being
set — and cranked up ~ by the lead-
ership of the GMB, which has fol-
lowed up its decision to withhold
up to £1m of its expected donation
to Labour Party funds with a deci-
sion to spend this cash on cam-
paigning against Tony Blair’s pri-
vatisation offensive.

GMB leader John Edmonds and
the union’s publicity team have
homed in on the soft target of the
controversial Private Finance
Initiative, especially in the NHS.
Recent weeks have seen a steady
stream of hard-hitting full-page
GMB anti-PFI adverts in national
daily papers, while the union’s
press office has been pumping out a
series of releases which have stirred
the interest of journalists and
helped popularise the issue.

All the evidence from the first few
weeks of this is that the GMB line
is going down very well with its
members and with the wider pub-
lic, who have been relieved to see
arguments in defence of public ser-
vices and challenging the onward
march of privatisation.

This of course does no harm to
the GMB in its rivalry with UNI-
SON for recruitment of public sec-
tor workers. The high-profile, hard
hitting GMB offensive has caught
UNISON off-guard, with its vague
and plodding “Positively Public”
campaign of postcards and pledges
looking decidedly undynamic.

—
campaign raises
the heat on Blair

However there is a certain degree
of common interest to unite the
public sector unions: not only do
they want to retain and extend
their level of membership in the
key services, but they feel the need
to be seen by their members as
fighting hard on their behalf.

erhaps with a sideways

glance at the potential for

the development of the

Socialist Alliance, the

leaders of the GMB, along

with. their opposite numbers in

UNISON and the TGWU, are also

agreed in wanting to do this with-

out splitting the existing labour
movement politically.

Rather like the stranded Roy

"Hattersley, who wants to oppose

Blair’s right wing policies without
embracing the politics of the left,
and reject New Labour without
relinquishing the old, they want to
pressurise New Labour to change
its policies rather than break the
remaining links between the party
and the unions.

The General Secretaries of all
three unions will share a platform
at a key fringe meeting at Labour
Party conference in Brighton,
under the title “Keep Public
Services Public”. There is talk of
similar meetings at local level to
build up campaigning, and even
mass demonstrations and a lobby of
Parliament, to be mobilised by a
rather reluctant TUC.

John Edmonds sums up the
approach with his warning to Blair:

“By pushing ahead with public
service privatisation Tony Blair is
not just placing himself on a colli-
sion course with our nurses, teach-
ers and doctors, he is on a collision
course with the British public. If
the Prime Minister does not pause

for thought, public service privati-
sation could become Labour’s poll-
tax”.

Unfortunately there are none so
deaf as those who will not hear, and
the unions’ message has made little
obvious impact on Labour minis-

ters.

Indeed it is hard to see how —
short of a full-scale U-turn on PFI,
PPP on the tube and other privati-
sations — Labour could offer the
kind of concessions that might
appease the public sector unions.
One effect of the GMB campaign
has been to heighten popular
awareness of the issues at stake, and
encourage members to take more
interest: they are unlikely to be
impressed by any token gestures.

ith the traditional

back-room  deals
and contacts
increasingly

exposed as ineffec-
tive, each of the big unions has
tried different ways to step up the
pressure to force ministers to listen.
The GMB, with a combative cam-
paigns team at national level but
relatively little in the way of active
branch membership in the NHS
across most of the country, has
adopted the “up and at them”
approach: UNISON, with a more
volatile and active base, and
branches with serious resources
beginning to mount their own cam-
paigns, has taken a more cautious
line of “reviewing” its political link
with Labour; while TGWU leader
Bill Morris, with the fewest health
workers, has threatened to fund
Liberal Democrat campaigns
against New Labour policies.
However they may want to play it,
by placing themselves at the head
of an emerging popular movement

John Harris

at local level, the union leaders run
the danger of letting the genie out
of the bottle, and triggering a much
stronger resistance than they
intended.

In practice the most effective way
to make ministers sit up and take
notice was the solid industrial
action staged, by the Dudley
Hospital strikers in the run-up to
the election. Their stance against
the enforced transfer of NHS sup-
port staff to a private contractor as
part of a PFI hospital scheme
forced concessions from the Trust —
and has subsequently led to Health
Secretary Alan Milburn announc-
ing two new “pilot” schemes, in
which support service staff would
be excluded from PFI deals. '

This lesson is also underlined
elsewhere: the recent 2-day general
strike by South African trade
unions challenging the ANC gov-
ernment’s policies of privatisation
underlines the fact that even the
most long-standing of traditional
links between unions and political
parties can be strained to breaking
point if the party leaders refuse to
give way.

In Britain, too, there have been
periods in the past in which one or
more unions, under pressure from
their members, have fought against
Labour governments — and won.

he more Blair, Milburn
and their privatising
pals dig in as defenders
of the free market, PFI
and PPB the greater the
pressure that will build up within
the unions. ,

The left needs to be a part of that
pressure, building the broadest pos-
sible base in the unions for the
fight against privatisation, and
popularising the argument for a
socialist alternative.

This is an important stage in the
political development of the work-
ers’ movement, as it tests out its
political and union leaders and the
limits of its traditional organisa-
tions. Only when key layers are
convinced that a change must be
made can a genuine mass political
alternative be built.

As the fight develops, we can
expect the rank and file and the
wider campaigning sections to be
morz ready than their union lead-
ers to draw the conclusion that the

-Labour Party has been irreversibly

hi-jacked and no longer seriously
pretends to represent the interests
of working people.

That is why the development of
the Socialist Alliance as a united
left alternative is also crucial for the
political development of the fight
to keep private hands off our public
services.

Fight New Labour’s racist policies!

In the wake of Firsat Yildiz's murder in
Glasgow last month (see p5), the govern-
ment announced that it was going to review
its policy of dispersal of asylum seekers.

Seems sensible, you might think.

Anti-racist campaigners have always
opposed these measures which force people
into areas without support and resources, far
from any of their own communities, friends
and family, as well as campaigning against
the companion inequity of the voucher sys-

tem.

But the reality is that any review by this
government is unlikely to lead to an improve-
ment in the desperate position of asylum

seekers.

We can hardly have confidence in a gov-
ernment which includes Jack Straw — who
tells us he sympathises with Australian Prime
Minister John Howard’s plight in trying to
keep out the Afghani asylum seekers on the

Tampa.

David Blunkett has shown us his determi-
nation to be an even more reactionary Home
Secretary than his predecessors Straw and
Michael Howard, by promising to send in
snatch squads to remove people whose

applications for asylum have failed.

The Home Office has
set a target to increase
the number of forced
removals of failed asy-
lum seekers and other
illegal immigrants from
8,000 two years ago to |
30,000 next year.

A pilot scheme which
has seen 17 immigra-

tion officers specially o
trained in carrying out §

removals is already in 3

operation in the £

Newham, Barking and &

Dagenham areas of

east London.

A further 60 immigra--

" tral London.

Blunkett: snatch squads

tion staff are to be trained in September to
operate as part of four teams of “enforce-
ment officers” based in Croydon in south
London, Hayes in west London, and in cen-

Despite opposition to his plans from both
London Mayor Ken Livingstone and the Chief
Commisioner of the Metropolitan police,
Blunkett has argued that these measures
are necessary to restore “faith in the asylum

system”.

And now we are told that the
Government are co-operating with
catering conglomerate Sudexho,
who plan to pay asylum seekers

| slave wage levels of just 34 pence
an hour for cleaning and cooking in
the new detention centre which will
| shortly be opened at
Harmonsworth!

v Last year, New Labour promised a

¢ review of the voucher system 1o
| head off opposition at its confer-

il ence lead by Bill Morris of the
1 TGWU.

No report has emerged from that
review which was concluded last
December — despite large num-
bers. of submissions from anti-racist organi-
sations, refugee groups and trade unionists
who barged their way into a consultation
which was actually aimed at supermarkets!!

And the dispersal review doesn’t even
promise the same minimal level of consulta-
tion with anyone at all, but is merely a
mechanism for the government to see if they
can package their reactionary policies in a
more palatable way.

The National Coalition of Anti- Deportation

campaigns at its Annual General Meeting in

“July agreed a resolution which pointed out
that the so called National Asylum Support
Service is consistently failing in its duty to
provide for the welfare of refugees.

The resolution points out that “we have
found NASS to be grossly inefficient in terms
of the allocation of accommodation, with
average delays of three months before
allegedly appropriate housing is provided,

and delays of between four to six weeks for

the issue of vouchers.
“Children-have been prevented from enter-

ing schools because of these delays, and

the poor administration of dispersal proce-
dures has, in many cases, led to applica-
tions for asylum being severely prejudiced ”.

It goes on to argue that refugee organisa-
tions should cease co-operation with NASS.

This call to end co-operation has alsc been
supported by the Commitee to Defend
Asylum Seekers, which has itself launched a
petition calling for an end to the dispersal
and voucher systems.

All socialists need to step up their cam-
paigning over these issues and ensure that
this time our voices cannot be ignored.




_ the island.

Fighting racism

Racist ‘One Nation’
vision reinforces

“fortress Australia”

Susan Moore
he plight of the
438 Afghan
refugees stranded
on a freighter in
appalling condi-
tions while the Australian
government refused to allow
them to even land on its soil
rightly gained a good deal of
media attention.

The inhumanity  of
Australian Prime Minister
John Howard has been
roundly condemned, as the
refugees now face many
thousands of miles more
travel to New Zealand and to
the remote Pacific island of
Nahru.

On Sunday August 26, a
boat carrying the refugees
broke down in international
waters. A Norwegian
freighter received the dis-
tress calls and picked up the
refugees. The captain of the
freighter decided to take the
refugees to Christmas Island
which was the nearest port,
as required by International
Maritime Law.

Howard called an emer-
gency cabinet meeting and
banned the freighter from
entering Australian waters,
thereby preventing the
refugees landing on the
Australian  territory  of
Christmas Island, in opposi-
tion to the views of those on

Councillor Gordon
Thompson, who is also the
secretary of the island’s
workers’ union, says resi-
dents are ashamed of the
military action taken to pre-
vent the ship from coming to
port. He says community
leaders have met and are
unanimously behind wel-

Australian socialists have been quick to fight Howard’s racism

coming the boat people.
Instead, as some of the

- refugees started a hunger

strike, Australian Special
Armed  Forces (SAS),
boarded the freighter and
tried to force the captain to
start moving the boat away
from Christmas Island in'an
act of blatant piracy. Captain
Rinnan refused to take
orders from the SAS and
condemned the boarding
party.

The crew described the
panic on deck as the Afghans
watched two high-speed
boats close on the Tampa..
One said: “A lot of them
were screaming they were
going to be shot or arrested.
Some looked as if they were
going to jump overboard as
the uniformed troops got
closer.”

esperate Crew-

men  shouted

warnings that

the waters were
-shark-infested

and pulled some young men

back from the ship’s rails.
The inhuman policies car-
ried out in this case by the

Howard administration are
not dissimilar to the views
about refugees and asylum
seekers carried through by
the governments of most
rich nations. Many of the
difficulties faced by those
trying to reach Australia are
familiar to anti-racist cam-
paigners in Britain and else-
where.in Europe..

Afghanis  fleeing the
Taliban face persecution -
public hangings and ston-
ings are a daily reality. Any
opposition to the fundamen-
talist regime is enough to be
killed.

The exodus from
Afghanistan has been one of
the biggest ever — 6.3 million
since 1979, with 4 million of
these ending up either in
Pakistan or Iraq. Women are
not allowed to work, male
unemployment is rife, adult
literacy is just 30% and life
expectancy only 45 years.

The Afghans aboard the
freighter are part of a new
exodus which began last year
as a devastating drought
compounded the existing sit-
uation.

Howard’s actions over the

Tampa are part of a process
in which he has adopted
more and more of the “One
Nation” agenda put forward
by Pauline Hanson in an
attempt to maintain his elec-
toral base.

Hanson came to promi-
nence in 1996 when she was
elected - to the Federal
Parliament.

In the early years of the
Howard government, the
Coalition relied on One
Nation to do the racist scape-
goating of refugees for them.
The emergence of One
Nation from within the
Liberal Party provided a per-
fect vehicle for the dissemi-
nation and propagation of
racist ideas.

By blaming the current
economic misery on isolated
sections of the population —
both on  migrants and
indigenous Australians -
One Nation distracted atten-
tion from the growing gap
between the wealthy and
working class people.

However, One Nation was

only useful as long as it did
not provoke a movement
capable of challenging its
racist ideas. As rallies in sup-
port of indigenous rights and
multiculturalism grew
larger, the Coalition and the
Labor parties moved to limit
and destroy One Nation —
without challenging the
racist ideas it represented.
The Coalition merrily
pinched many of One
Nation’s policies and racist
rhetoric and continued the
scapegoating of migrants,
indigenous Australians and
the unemployed. This
mostly went unopposed by
the Labor opposition, which

supported many of the worst
attacks.

Over the last five years
under Howard and
Immigration Minister
Ruddo¢k have presided over
massive and unprecedented
restrictions on refugees and
asylum seeker, in the context
where Howard’s coaltion
already inherited a manda-

tory detention policy from

the previous Labor govern-
ment..

igrants have

lost the right

to all social

security bene-

fits for their
first two years in the country.
The Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity
Commission has had its bud-
get cut by more than 40%,
and local migrant resource
centres have faced funding
cuts of up to 100%.

While immigration levels
have remained relatively sta-
ble, the family reunion pro-
gram has been slashed and
refugee places frozen at
12,000.

The ability of skilled
migrants to enter Australia,
the numbers of whom have
increased, has become
increasingly dependent. on
their English language skills
and their belonging to a
tighter set of occupational
categories.

The harshest attacks how-
ever have been inflicted on
asylum seekers who arrive in
Australia without proper
documentation. Ruddock
has introduced legislation
preventing human rights
organisations from accessing
the camps where refugees are
detained.

He has introduced regula-
tions that ensure the imme-
diate return of any arrivals
who do not clearly ask for
asylum.

The powers of coast guards
to stop and board ships out-
side Australian waters and
search for potential asylum
seekers have been increased.
Ruddock has ensured the
passage of laws that deny
asylum to anyone who may
be able to get asylum in
another country

e introduced
legislation that

prevents
arrivals  who
manage to

prove their refugee status
from accessing English lan-
guage classes and migrant
resource centres. Asylum
seekers whose appeals for
refugee status are rejected
face heavy financial penalties
for losing and are forbidden
to work or receive any gov-
ernment payments while
their cases are pending.

Ruddock’s rabid attacks are
not just excessive displays of
bigotry but the spearhead of
a concerted ideological cam-
paign to justify major
changes in Australia’s immi-
gration policy.

The end result has been a
dramatic increase in the
number of British and white
South = African migrants
coming to Australia, and a
dramatic decrease in
migrants from the Third
World.

he land of oppor-

tunity - has

become fortress

Australia. Such a

dramatic  shift

would have been impossible

without the ideological shift

that -the Liberals have

worked hand in glove with
One Nation to bring about.

In response to this assault

there have been increasingly

desperate protests in the

detention centres, including

mass breakouts from three

centres when detainees
decided to take their cause to
nearby towns.

Anti-racists and socialists
across the world have rightly
seen the case of the Tampa as
a focus for solidarity and
opposition to the policies of
the Australian government.”

At the same time-as pursu-
ing this course, we also need
to step up both the battles
against similar policies car-
ried through by our own
governments and strengthen
international co-ordination
to develop a clearer picture
of the way in which denial of
rights to asylum seekers is at
the centre of the process of
capitalist globalisation.

Australian unions join protests

There has been strong opposi- -
tion to the position of the
Australian government from a
number of important trade
unions.

The Maritime Union deplores
what is essentially a military
invasion of a friendly ship in
peace time. National Secretary
Paddy Crumlin described the
actions of the Howard
Government as inappropriate,
inhumane and deserving of
international condemnation.

“People smuggling has to be
combated,” he said. “But the
perpetrators are the ones who
need to be targeted, not the
innocent victims, the master
and crew of a vessel answering
a distress call from a sinking
ship. Nor pregnant women and
children. This is nothing less
than a cynical reelection gambit
- Mr Howard's Falklands War.”

“Furthermore the Federal
Government has demonstrated
breathtaking hypocrisy on the

issue,” said Mr Crumlin: “Here
we have a government that
actively solicits foreign shipping
and third world labour to carry
Awustralian cargo between
Australian ports in our domes-
tic transport chain, now saying
that to protect our national
sovereignty we can not sup-
port the seafarers aboard the
Tampa. This is after Australian
authorities called on the cap-
tain to change course and res-
cue people on a sinking ship
only days earlier.

The NSW Labor Council
called on the government to
treat the plight of refugees on
the Tampa as a humanitarian
crisis rather than a political
opportunity.

Its Secretary John Robertson
said “People are being incited
by the polkics of hatred - no
one seems to give a toss where
these people go, as long as they
don't come here.”

Robertson says it's up to the

union movement to stand up
for both the refugees and the
Norwegian crew of the Tampa,
even if this was not a popular
position. Meanwhile, the Labor
Council has also joined those
condemning the federal gov-
ernment’s detention of asylum
seekers. Robertson said the
plight of six-year-old Shayan
Bedraie - who faces deporta-

- tion with his family - highlights

the inhumanity of the current
policy.

“It is clear that the processes
have fallen down,” Robertson
says. .

“We need an effective system
that deals with applications
quickly and transparently, not
the system that currently exists
which more resembles a maxi-
mum security prison.”

Meanwhile, the Australian
Confederation of Trade Unions
has supported the Opposition
parties’ decision to biock legis-
lation that would have given

Australia extraordinary powers
to turn back ships in distress.

ACTU President Sharan
Burrow says Senators should
be congratulated for their prin-
cipled stand against the retro-
spective and draconian legisla-
tion.

“Prime Minister John
Howard’s clumsy and heavy-
handed treatment of the
refugee issue has become an
international embarrassment to
Australia,” Burrow says.

“The Government’s actions
in relation to the Tampa
threaten to undermine humani-
tarian operations under the
International Law of the Sea.

“The international movement
of asylum-seekers is a world-
wide problem and no decent
prime minister would abandon
people at sea. We need a solu-
tion that meets international
and Australian faw. The
Government's attempts to
override all such legal prece-

dents deserve to be defeated
by the Senate.”

Burrow says Australian law
allows for asylum-seekers to
argue their case for refugee
status.

At the same time as mounting
the strongest possible opposi-
tion to the racism of the
Australian state in this situation
we have to also go on the
offensive and demand an open
border policy for all those
seeking asylum across the
world.

Socialists

The Australian Socialist
Alliance issued the following
statement: :

“PM Howard has sunk to
new depths of cruelty by refus-
ing to allow the Norwegian
cargo boat MS Tampa to dock
at Christmas Island”, said Mr
lan Rintoul, New South Wales
Senate candidate for Australian
Socialist Alliance on August 30..

Mr Rintoul, who is also a

spokesperson for the Sydney
Refugee Action Collective,
described the 438 asylum-
seekers as “victims of Liberal
policy on the high seas”, adding
that “Howard has become an

.international pariah”. Mr

Rintoul criticised the govern-
ment’s move to weaken the
Australian laws on who consti-
tutes a refugee and the defini-
tion of persecution.

“These people are in desper-
ate straits. Many need medical
treatment and all deserve a
safe haven,” Mr Rintoul said.

Fellow Senate candidate Pip
Hinman, also national coordi-
nator of Action in Solidarity
with Indonesia and East Timor
and detained two months ago
by the Indonesian police after a
raid on an academic confer-
ence in Jakarta added: “Labor
should hang their heads in
shamne in tailing the Liberals’
racist response.”

“Turning asylum-seekers back




Gordon Morgan

he murder of

Kurdish refugee

Firsat Yildiz Dag

in Sighthill has

brought .  the
debate on asylum seekers
onto the streets of Glasgow.
On August 25 a march of
over 800 people from
Sighthill took place under
the slogans: “Sighthill
united, against poverty,
against racism. Asylum seek-
ers welcome”.

Amongst the demands is
the call that money Glasgow
Council received from the
Government . for receiving
asylum seekers should be
spent in  regenerating
Sighthill.

Firsat’s murder was one
incident in a steadily rising
stream of attacks on refugees
throughout the city, espe-
cially in Sighthill. Sueh has
been the fear amongst
refugees that many have
demanded to be relocated in
London to escape the racist
insults and attacks. In the
aftermath of the murder, the
Council has temporarily sus-
pended locating refugees in
Sighthill.

In the most appalling reac-
tion to the murder, the Daily
Record regurgitated Turkish
Embassy propaganda claim-
ing that Firsat was a bogus
asylum seeker.

heir article

seemed designed

to justify racist

attacks and exac-

erbate the feeling
amongst the poor residents
of Sighthill that refugees
were getting special treat-
ment. At the same time, the
paper also came close to
branding all residents of
Sighthill racist.

Thousands have joined the protestsin Glasgow since the murder

The Record’s stance pro-
voked criticism across the
political spectrum. Its offices
were picketed and its editor
publicly isolated by other
media figures on Scottish
Newsnight. Whilst it did not
apologise, the Record was
forced to change its line to
calling for more resources for
Sighthill.

Sighthill is one of the poor-
est areas in Glasgow in a city
with 7 of the 10 worst health
areas in Britain. Sighthill is
amongst them. The scheme
has been run down over the
past 20 years and used as a
sink estate for the poor and
homeless. It is completely
cut off from amenities —
most of . the supermarkets
have moved out while only
off licenses and expensive
small shops remain.

When the asylum dispersal
programme was mooted,
Glasgow  city  council
responded quickly...

The city had thousands of
empty houses, many likely to

on the open seas is One
Nation policy. Minister Philip
Ruddock and Labor counter-
part Con Sciacca are legitimis-
ing Pauline Hanson’s racist
agenda.”

Marina Carmen, preselected
Socialist Alliance candidate for
the seat of Kingsford Smith
said that Socialist Alliance joins
with refugee activists in wel-
coming asylum-seekers and
refutes the idea they are “ille-
gal” or “queue-jumpers”.

“Under Australian law, peo-

Demonstrators on Christmas Island

ple are allowed to enter the
country without papers to
seek refuge. There are no
orderly queues for people flee-
ing for their lives.”

There have also been state-
ments of protest from the
International Transport
Workers Federation and from
Norwegian trade unionists.

A successful pieket of the
Australian embassy took place
in Britain on August 3 | in
Britain called by a large num-
ber of anti-racist organisations.

be demolished, all a drain on
Council resources. The
Council leaders saw the dis-
persal programme as a finan-
cial lifeline.

The Government would
pay to have houses renovated
which would mean work for
Council building workers.
School rolls would expand
and local shopkeepers would
have higher takings. The
government would pay the
rent

The Council’s enthusiasm
was immediate — it did not
consider the social conse-
quences.

They had to identify the
areas of the city in which the
refugees would be housed.
Officers considered not only
vacancy levels but also the
existing ethnic mix. The
parts of the City which were
chosen included Pollok-
shaws and Pollokshields
where refugees has been rea-
sonably well integrated.

ighthill had a large

number of vacan-

cies, but its ethnic

population was

largely  Chinese.
Officers indicated early in
2000 the problems that
would arise from siting
refugees in an impoverished
area like Sighthill and that
there would need to.be sup-
port services and other
resources put into the estate
if this was going to work.

These recommendations
were either vetoed or
ignored by the council. Only
now after the attacks and
murder are similar proposals
resurfacing.

Like everywhere else
Glasgow suffered from the
general chaos of the dispersal
programme. People arrived
at different times and differ-
ent numbers than expected.

Practical problems result
from this. Houses are made
ready for a certain time: if no
one arrives, the houses have
to be shuttered up — other-
wise it is likely to be stripped
of all furnishings and fittings
within a few hours.

Such was the chaos that
Glasgow ‘stopped the disper-
sal programme after a fort-
night until better communi-
cations were established with

hting tacism

Refugee murde
unites Sighthil

‘Sighthill (as in

London. .
If communication with
London was poor, Glasgow

Council’s communication
with its citizens was non
existent.

Initially residents in
Sighthill were told Kosovans
were coming — which is what
the council was itself told.

owever = when
the government
changed this
plan, the coun-
cil remained
silent. Local people were
given no information about
what was going on in Iran or
Kurdistan or Afghanistan.

Refugees from over 20
countries, speaking over 20
separate languages, were
dumped in a relatively small
scheme in Glasgow.

The Glasgow council trans-
lation service has no service
in some of the relevant lan-
guages, and inadequate
resources for others. The
demand for its services has
risen over 10 fold in the last
year and it is not coping.

Police and social workers
have been unable to commu-
nicate with many refugees
and hence attacks were offi-
cially unreported. In practice
thepolice had no presence in
many
schemes in Glasgow) and
denied there was any prob-
lem until a stream of victims
appeared in the national
press.

Finally a series of commu-
nity initiatives have been
taken by the police, but they
will only persist if they are
closely monitored.

he major problem

is the poverty and

ignorance of the

community.

People saw flats
being done up for people
they knew nothing about
while their houses remained
in a state of disrepair.

And this took place in a sit-
uation where both the main
political parties and the press
were whipping up a witch-
hunt against supposedly
bogus asylum seekers as
freeloaders.

The Council has done
nothing for existing resi-

Stalingrad O'Neill
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CHALLENGING racism in loca

1 press: Birmingham protestors

picketed the Evening Mail which had blamed asylum seekers for
withdrawal of free passes for blind people

who have been
demanding housing repairs
for years. An essential
demand has been for a com-
munity drop-in centre where
people can meet — this has
been refused on cost grounds
for years. As in other
schemes, youth gather in
gangs and attack strangers.
In Sighthill when they attack
asylum seekers this appears,
— indeed may be - racist.

The Scottish Socialist
Party has always campaigned
against the government’s
dispersal policy. The SSP
together with the SWP and
others were instrumental in
setting up the Glasgow com-
mittee to Welcome Refugees
to provide practical support
and raise awareness in the
local communities that
refugees were coming and to
make them welcome.

This umbrella organisation
has been at the forefront of
campaigning on the issue
and has linked with existing
community and anti racist
campaigns. As refugees
became established in locali-
ties, more local campaigns
were established which
linked to community organi-
sations.

n Sighthill the prob-
lems of poverty were
identified early and
taken up. With the
attacks on refugees,
the role of racism in the
attacks came up. The police
had identified a number of
youth who were regularly
attacking asylum seekers.

The Council decided that
this was racial harassment,
and decided to evict the
mother of the youths. At a
meeting with the local com-
munity the Campaign to
Welcome Refugees including
Tommy Sheridan were made
aware of the real anger at the
way the community was
being treated by the Council
and the ignorance about the
real position of refugees.

By acting against one ten-
ant, the Council was com-
pounding its own lack of
investment and education
and would only foster racist
reaction.

A campaign to unite the
local residents and the
refugees to demand
improved facilities in
Sighthill was established,
Sighthill United. A letter
opposing the eviction of the
mother was sent to the
Council and the press by
Tommy Sheridan, Bill Speirs
of the STUC and various
anti racist campaigners.

These events preceded the
murder and the BNP-related

riots in England.

At the same time as these
discussions were taking
place, the BNP were begin-
ning to organise. The BNP
has had a presence in
Scotland for some time and
has in the past ‘worked to
involve Loyalists around
Rangers and attack the Asian
population in Govanhill.

hey have been

prevented from

holding anything

other than clan-

destine meetings
for some years and in general
have been prevented from
open leafleting.

After their successes in
England, the BNP threat-
ened to hold a series of meet-
ings in Scotland. A vigorous
response by local activists
including ANL and SSP
members in Pollokshields
saw 300 demonstrate at a few
hours notice and saw the
arrest of BNP leafleters. The
meetings were called off.

The ANL were planning a
series of meetings through-
out Britain and included one
in Glasgow. Unfortunately at
this stage the murder of
Firsat took place in
Sighthill.

The ANL meeting had
apparently been called with-
out discussion within the
SSPThe SSP had decided
the emphasis of the response
to the murder was to pro-
mote a campaign against the
conditions leading to racism,
poverty and ignorance -
using the Sighthill United
campaign. This took place in
the context of the Record
accusations that the whole of
Sighthill was racist.

Then ANL posters went up
around Sighthill with the
slogan “No Return to the
Holocaust”. Leaders of the
SSP were furious with the
SWPE, the main movers in the
ANL.

They felt that since the
SWP is also part of the SSP
leadership, they should not
be acting in a way which was
in fact against party policy.
Heated discussions took
place within several Glasgow

"SSP branches and the West

of Scotland Committee of
the SSP and a resolution
criticising the SWP platform
was passed.

In the event the ANL
meeting took place with rep-
resentatives of the STUC
and Tommy Sheridan speak-
ing. The open airing of polit-
ical differences (which were
very small on matters of
strategy, rather more so on
tactics) has been seen as very
beneficial.
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“Genoa made Prague
seem like a picnic”

Campbell McGregor
travelled to Genoa as -
part of a Globalise
Resistance

contingent from
Scotland Below he
shares some of his
impressions of the
time he spent there.

arrived in ITtaly
through Milan
Malpensa airport, suc-
cessfully trying to look
like an ordinary
tourist. Later I heard thata
number of Scottish people
who had been involved in
protests at Faslane nuclear
submarine base were turned
back, so my concerns had
obviously been justified.

When I got to Genoa I vis-
ited the Red Zone on the last
day that it was open to the
general public. The level of
security had to be seen to be
believed.

The whole boundary of the
zone was a ring of steel, with
a reinforced fence several
feet high. The only place I
have seen anything like this
was Belfast, and this made
even Belfast look tame.

During the three days
before the G8 summit
started I attended a number
of meetings organised by the
Genoa Social Forum, dis-
cussing the struggle against
globalisation, poverty, and
world debt. .

On Thursday July 19 the
first demonstration n the

programme took place, in
support of asylum seekers.
Even then it was evident
that a huge mobilisation was
building . I heard that the
official police estimate was
30 000, twice what the
organisers had expected, so
we can only guess what the
actual figure was. Later that
day Rifondazione
Communista held a rally
with speakers from several
leftist parties in Europe.

Friday was the direct
action day, with various dif-
ferent protests across the
city. I was with a contingent
including people from
Globalise Resistance in
Glasgow who made it to the
Piazza Dante at the edge of
the Red Zone.

Many protesters simply
banged plastic bottles
against the fence and let off
balloons. Eventually the

police decided to turn water .

cannon on the protesters,
but the force was largely lost
by firing through the fence.

Then some protesters did
bring down a piece of fence
(not the main fence protect-
ing the Red Zone, but an
outer fence protecting a
gate). After this an organ-
iser announced that it had
been a good protest and we
should all go to Piazzale
Kennedy, one of the bases of
the Social Forum.

After most protesters had
already left the Piazza
Dante, the police threw a
few tear gas canisters at

After Genoa

those still leaving, which
was pretty vindictive, there
were shouts of “No panic!”
at other protesters and
“Bastardi!” at the police.

On Saturday the main
-march took place. The
streets near the start of the
route in Piazza Sturla
became packed, filled with a
sea of red flags, any hope of a
coherent start point or time
became lost in the sheer
numbers, which have been
estimated at 300 000.

We marched along the sea
front, with police helicopters
overhead and police and
naval vessels patrolling off
the coast.

I could see that there was
trouble taking place ahead,
with clouds of tear gas and
smoke at the point where the
march was supposed to turn
away from the sea front up
the Corso Torino. The
organisers were diverting
the march away from this up
the street before, the Via
Casaregis, but the police
charged forward up 2 streets
and threw a large number of
tear gas canisters at people
who were marching past
peacefully.

The street seemed-to fill
with tear gas in a short space
of time and some people
were quite badly gassed. It
was quite nerve wracking
because was very crowded
and it could have been nasty
if any panic had developed,
but it did not.

The march was broken up

‘routes. Eventually

into small groups,
some never got any
further, but others
straggled towards
the end point in
Piazza Galileo
Ferraris by various

we rejoined the
official route on the
Corso Sardegna.

At the end point
the organisers had
called off their
plans for a rally and were
advising people to leave, as
the situation had become too
dangerous with the police
attacking from several direc-
tions.

n Sunday I went

to a press confer-

ence called by

the GSE, around

1000 people
turned up through word of
mouth, their interpreters
volunteered to carry on
working unpaid. On the
Saturday, I had heard
rumours that somebody had
been killed, but I now got
the story of how Carlo
Giuliani had been shot by a
carabiniere.

I spoke to a woman I knew
from Dundee who had been
nearby when he was shot,
she had seen his body on the
ground and still seemed
shaken. The press confer-
ence began with a minute’s
silence for Carlo.

People were also appalled
to hear about the attack on
the Social Forum press

office, located in a school for
the deaf, which had taken
place the late on the
Saturday night.

The police had arrived on
foot and trucks, there had
been screams and cries from
people in the school, most -
people were taken away on
stretchers, and either hospi-
talized or arrested.

People arriving at the
school in the aftermath of
the attack had slipped on
fresh blood on the floor. 3
computers were totally
destroyed and docurnents
disappeared.

There is evidence that
there were some police
agents among the protesters.
One plainclothes police-
woman who took part in the
raid on the school was wear-
ing a “No G8” t-shirt. A
video was shown, in which
“protesters” went up to
police lines and had a
friendly chat with them.

The police claimed that
some incriminating objects
were found in the school,

* such as penknives, but these

Left takes the fight
for justice to Rome

protests.
Clearly the government was
involved in the repression at the

Adam Hartman

AS PART of a loud and vigorous del-
egation of fifty young militants from
the Fourth International Youth Camp
in Central Italy | joined the over-
30,000 strong demonstration in
Rome on July 24 against the police
violence in Genoa and in solidarity
with the Genoa Social Forum (GSF).

We held a minute’s silence in hon-
our of Carlo Giuliani, called for the
resignation of Interior Minster
Claudio Scajola, and demanded the
release of the scores of protestors
still being held in police cells.

Similar demonstrations were taking
place virtually everywhere in towns
and.cities throughout Italy. In total
150,000 people took to the streets
in a spontaneous outburst of protest
against the killing of Carlo Giuliani
and the beating, arrest and torture
of dozens of people during and after
the midnight raid on the Roberto
Diaz school and the GSF headquar-
ters.

The protests put huge pressure on
the government to explain how the
police brutality and violation of basic

legal protections and rights could
have been allowed to occur in a
supposedly democratic country.

There is widespread fear that the
repression in Genoa signals a return
to the “strategy of tension” last used
by the state in the 1970s to crimi-
nalige and disorientate the mass
left-wing workers, student and
women’s movement of the time.

At first the government tried to
face down demands far Scajola’s

i

Conspiring against protestors: Berlusconi (right) with his “post” fascist deputy Fini

resignation and for a parliamentary
inquiry, with Berlusconi trying to dis-
tance himself and his ministers from
the actions of the police.

But this position was impossible to
sustain as evidence emerged of the
role of “post-fascist” Deputy PM
Gianfranco Fini in finalising the
security plans for Genoa and his
presence in the police “war room”
along with four Alleanza Nazionale
MPs on the Saturday of the

highest level.

Berlusconi conceded the demand
for a parliamentary inquiry and the
opposition, including the previously
outspoken Left Democrats, conve-
niently dropped its demand for
Scajola’s resignation and its threats
to mobilise thousands more in  °
protest.

The demonstrations signalled a
new mood on the Italian left: of
shock, as the new government, with
several (so-called post-) fascists in
key posts, threatens to uproot
democratic rights and extend state
control over the media; and of
determination not to be terrorised
off the streets by state violence and
to redouble the effort to build a
mass movement both against the
government and against neo-liberal
globalisation.

Social Forums are springing up
across ltaly as the movement gath-
ers force. The Partito Rifondazione
Comunista is set to play a key role
in this movement. The Left
Democrats however must decide

objects could have been
found on any building site,
and anyway the school was
open to anyone, the Social
Forum could not examine all
people staying there.

On Tuesday I took partin a
protest with several thou-
sand people in the Piazza de
Ferrari in the centre of the
Red Zone, very near the
Ducal Palace where the G8
summit took place, against
Carlo’s killing and police
violence more generally.

imilar protests took
place at the same
time across Italy,
including 100 000
in Milan. Later |
visited the spot where Carlo
was killed, it had been
turned into a shrine with
flowers and memorabilia.

I thought the protests in
Prague against the
IMF/World Bank conference
were dramatic, but Genoa
made Prague look like a pic-
nic. Although Prague was a
serious mobilisation, there
was an element of “revolu-
tionary tourism” about it.

Genoa on the other hand
was a serious test of strength
between the Italian labour
movement, with support
from the anti-globalisation
movement internationally,
and the new Berlusconi gov-
ernment. Both sides knew
what the stakes were.

There were large contin-
gents from Rifondazione
Communista and some
Italian trade unions.

It was also a serious inter-
national mobilisation
(although this may have
been overshadowed by the
sheer size of the Italian
mobilisation) there were
sizeable contingents from
Britain, Greece, and France,
I met a Dane and a Swiss,
and even spotted a placard
from the Philippines.

Contrary to what some
British people might
assume, clashes on this scale
are not normal in Italy, the
last time anyone was killed
on a demonstration in Italy
was 1977.

One Italian said to me that
the tear gas attack on
Saturday was the worst he
had ever known.

The international labour
movement should continue
to mobilise against such
international bodies wher-
ever they meet, and should
also give solidarity to the
Italian labour movement in
its struggle against the
repression of the Berlusconi
government.







