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War criminal — Sharon
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Israel troops: licensed to shoot, beat, harass and humiliate
Palestinians under the banner of fighting “terrorism”

i i = L s s B AS JOURNALISTS and aid workers finally gain limited access to the rubble of the
-' . =B v Jenin camp, the full horror of a major Israeli massacre is being revealed.

' . S The quality press are unusually agreed 1n their verdict: not only has the brutality
of the Israeli troops against Palestinian civilians reached a new peak, but the offen-
sive against Jenin was authorised by Zionist chief Sharon with the active con-
nivance of Israel’s paymasters in Washington, whose lavish aid props up the vicious,
racist settler state. And behind Bush, at every step, 1s Tony Blair.

But the resistance 1s also growing. Demonstrations i1n solidarity with the
Palestinians are growing all over Britain. 25,000 marched in LLondon on April 13,
and 300 i1n Cardiff. 500 people jomned a “die-in” in Manchester, 1800 have marched
in Edinburgh, and 1000 in Glasgow 1n recent weeks and there have been regular
pickets 1n Oxford as well as 1n L.ondon.

Activists need to make sure the May 18 demonstration called by the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign and supported by many other organisations 1s the largest and
most vibrant showing vet of opposition to Sharon’s war crimes — and Blair's com-
plicity with them.

But there 1s something else we can all do ourselves. When people at work, col-

lege or school express their revulsion at the massacre going on 1n Palestine, tell
them about the Boycott Israeli good campaign, launched by the PSC and sup-
ported by other solidarity organisations and prominent individuals.
R @ Io order leaflets, stickers and other campaign material email:
d BT e w . | BN bic (¢ palestinecampaign.org Send donations for the BIG Campaign to: BIG
g ) Campaign Box BM PSA London WCIN 3XX , cheques payable to the BIG
Campaign

Molly Cooper
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Solidarity? What’s that?
asks Home Secretary
David Blunkett going in
to Labour’s Welsh
Conference in Cardiff,
past protesting workers
from the Friction
Dynamex dispute.

The TGWU members were
sacked last summer after
taking strike action over
conditions in the North
Wales plant.

wuww.frictiondynamex.co.uk

NUT calls for national
demo against privatisation

Stuart Richardson

During the Easter weekend
the National Union of
Teachers Conference passed
an amended motion which
included “Conference
instructs the Executive to
work with other TUC affili-
ates to organise a national
demonstration against pri-
vatisation of public ser-
vices”.

The motion was passed
with the support of the NUT

' National Executive. This

would be a key step forward
in the fight against the Blair
government’s privatisation
programme and was promi-
nently called for by civil ser-

~vice union leader Mark

Serwotka at the recent
Socialist Alliance trade
union conference.

Although less publicised
than other private inroads
into public services, the pri-
vate sector is increasing Its
role in state education.

The motion noted “the
‘outsourcing’ of LEA ser-
vices to schools and private
contractors”, “the use of
PFI/PPP to fund and imple-
ment school capital pro-
grammes..” and even “the
handing over of schools to
the private sector”.

The near unanimous sup-
port for action on privatisa-
tion reflected a shift by the
trade union bureaucracy and
even the representative of
the TUC General Council
Brendan Barbar, normally
extremely compliant
towards the Blair govern-
ment, was sharply critical of
the government’s privatisa-

nise” the branch.

As the Branch officers have put it “Tony Blair’s
favourite local authority is set to be rocked by

industrial action”

Since the end of January, Newham council has
banned all consultation and negotiations with
UNISON, the largest union in Newham. This
followed the Branch’s criticism of an £11,000
pay rise given to a manager in the Chief execu-
tive dept, while refusing to regrade low-paid
staff. The council is demanding UNISON with-

draw its criticism.

An agreement reached, in a meeting in
February with the employers and the national

tion policy.

Whether the NUT leader-
ship will ever carry out this
conference decision 1s open
to considerable doubt.

Teacher shortage

The other key debate was
on teacher shortages, which
are becoming chronic 1n
many parts of the country.

In Westminster and Surrey,
teacher turnover has reached
25% i.e. one in four teachers
leave every yeareand some
schools in Westminster more
than 50% of the staff are sup-
ply teachers.

The shortage has placed an
intolerable burden on many
permanently employed staff
and severely affected many
students’ educational
progress.

The motion from Croydon
NUT called for a minimum
of 20% non contact time for
all teachers and an end to
cover for absent colleagues
beyond the first day of an
unforeseen absence.

This position was sharply
opposed by the National
Executive since 1t €Xposes
their dramatic retreat last
year on this key issue for
teachers. Action on one day
cover would also dramati-
cally expose teacher short-

ages, since students will be

sent home.
Palestine
The most impassioned

debate at the conference was
on Palestine with a motion
supporting “the immediate
and wunconditional with-
drawal of Israeli troops from
all the territories occupied in

1967” and “the right of
return for the Palestinian

people”.

An amendment from the
Executive which essentially
took a neutral position on
the conflict was powerfully
opposed by Bernard Regan,
executive member for Inner
London, who stated that the
issue was about an occupler
and an occupied people.

Courageously, Bernard said
although he did not support
or condone suicide bombing
one had to understand this
was an act of despair of peo-
ple suffering horrendous
oppression.

It was clearly a major vic-
tory to commit a union with
220,000 members to a posi-
tion of solidarity with the

Palestinian people. However

as the Socialist Outlook con-
ference bulletin said the
motion had a number of
weaknesses. It noted

“Based on United Nations
resolutions, rather than a
political and historical anal-
ysis of the conflict, it
cannot fully satisfy the just
demands of the Palestinian
people. It was, after all, the
UN which, without taking
into account Palestinian
opposition resolved in 1947
to partition Palestine.

Nor does the motion
address the Zionist nature of
the state of Israel, which 1s at
the heart of the disposses-
sion and oppression of the
Palestinian people.”

An amusing sideline was
the confusion of the
Workers’ Liberty supporters
who were apparently sup-

New Labour’s Newham council
derecognises UNISON!

UNISON members in Newham have voted to
commence a series of one-day strikes following
the New Labour-council’s decision to “derecog-

vetoed by the Chief Executive, Dave Burbage
and backed by Council Leader Robin Wales.

It is no coincidence that this came at the same
time UNISON had announced the consuitative
ballot of London members over our £4,000
London weighting claim.

Robin Wales, chair of the ALG- the body that

attack.

refused to give the London cost of living
allowance - is the same person authorising this

The UNISON branch in Newham has recently
had some successes for its members in the hous-
ing repairs call centre and for social workers.

The derecognition of the union is an attempt

‘to strike a blow against the union as it is scoring

union officials to the settle the argument was ing.

victories against New Labour’s agenda of pri-
vatising services and introducing flexible work-

porting the motion despite
their organisation’s opposi-
tion . to the Palestinians’
right to return since it would
threaten the “Jewish” nature
of the Israeli state!!

Salaries
Another important victory

for the left was the salary

debate. The Executive posi-
tion of support for the “char-
tered teacher scale based on
continuing professional
development” which is basi-
cally an endorsement for the
Scottish McCrone deal.

This deal despite a modest
pay increase, increases the

working time and commit-

ments of teachers.
The left motion was agreed

by sizeable card vote victory

of nearly 30,000. It called for
a 10% or £2,000 (whichever
is the greater) for all teachers
and a £6,000 Inner London
Allowance.

Other motions were also
agreed by sizeable card votes
against Executive opposi-
tion. The one on Foundation
Stage supported the aboli-

tion of Key Stage 1 SATs

(compulsory tests for 7 year
olds).

Another motion on League
Tables and SATs “instructs
the Executive to: canvass
and act upon member’s

“opinions on reinstating the

boycott of SATs.”
Doug McAvoy

The votes for action during
the conference and the
widespread frustration of
ordinary teachers with low
pay and teacher shortages all
exerted considerable pres-
sure on NUT General
Secretary Doug McAvoy.

This was reflected in his
statement at a meeting of
London delegates that he
had “not ruled out further

strikes over London pay”

and his statement in his final
“left-sounding” address to
the conference when he said
that if the Government
failed to deliver in the sum-
mer discussions on public
spending - the “Cover to

Contract” industrial action

would be re-introduced.
However it is clear that
Doug, so long committed to
partnership with the Blair
government, will only be
moved into action by consid-
erable pressure from below.
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UNISON sick of
waiting for London
weighting
Fred Leplat (London Regional
Committee in a personal capacity)

1 For the last three decades, rises in the cost of living allowance

for council workers in London have been pegged to national
have been pegged to the national pay awards. 28 years ago,
Council workers in Nalgo (now part of Unison) took strike
action and won a substantial rise in the London Weighting.
The London Weighting is now totally inadequate for council

| workers, generally low paid, living in London, which is now the

most expensive city in the world. .

Not only do council workers suffer from the high cost of living,
but the delivery of public services also suffer as employers are
unable to recruit.

Unison has submitted to the London employers a claim for a
flat rate £4000 backdated to April 2001. .

The employers have responded by stating that this claim was
unacceptable as they could not afford it. They also stated that a
flat rate was no longer appropriate and that “recruitment and
retention” packages for certain groups of staff may be more
appropriate.

Unison has just concluded a “consultative™ ballot of its mem-
bers which resulted in a 6 to | majority in favour of going for-
ward to strike action. |

This overwhelming result shows the level of dissatisfaction
amongst Council workers over pay. Not one branch in London
returned a ‘no’ vote.

The turnout in the ballot was on average 30%, although it was
up to 60% in some branches. However the margin between
‘ves’ and ‘no’ was universally massive. |

The one-day strike by teachers for their London Weighting,
also £4000, gave confidence to members to vote for strike
action as a hecessary way forward to win our claim.

Delegates from Unison branches at the London Local
Government Committee decided unanimously to push for a
quick ballot which would have allowed the first one-day strike to
take place on May -l. |

The symbolism of Mayday, the international workers day and
this year also the day before the council elections, would have
ensure a massive and enthusiastic strike.

However, regional and national full-time officials urged caution
against taking this swift action by claiming that membership lists
were deficient and open to legal challenge.

The real reason for putting of the strike beyond Mayday was
the desire of some within the union to protect New Labour
from political embarrassment. Even so, it was a close run thing
as the Industrial Action Committee, which authorises the baliot
and the action, voted by only one vote to delay the ballot
timetable. | | |

The ballot is due to start on April |9th, the result announced
after May 3rd and the first |
strike to be called on May
| 4th. -

Activists should now put all
their efforts into winning the
official ballot and turning the - §
mood into real action.
Meetings, both big and
small, need organising to
reinforce the message to
members to vote YES'.
New recruits can be signed
up.

The stronger the campaign
at work, the bigger the ‘yes’
vote will be. The result will
undoubtedly be a “yes”
vote, but-a massive turnout
is needed to ensure that effective strike action is taken to win.
The strike on May 14th will be a start, but the employers need
to know Unison members are ready and able to escalate if they
don’t pay up. |

COUNCIL WORKERS REJECT NATIONAL
PAY OFFER

The offer of a 3% pay rise, or just 15p an hour for the lowest
paid, to all council workers is a kick in the teeth. All three unions
_ UNISON, the GMB and the T&GWU - are urging their mem-
bers to reject this offer while making it clear that industrial
action will be needed to win a bigger increase.

UNISON is claiming a 6% rise or £1,750, whichever is the
greater. This claim is meant to start to redress the appalling lev-
els of low pay in councils across Britain.

" Improved public services cannot be achieved without investing
in the staff who provide them. Yet council services are plagued
with staff shortages, high turnover, and low pay. L.ocal govern-
ment has the highest level of temporary workers in the econ-
omy, about 10%.

Councillors’ allowances went up by 60% last year, taking them
to £12,500. Yet more than a quarter of a million council
employees are still paid less than £5 an hour, and two thirds earn
a basic rate worth less than £ 13,000, compared with a national
average of £19,500. ’ o |

UNISON is now running a consultative ballot, which will result
in rejection in the miserly offer from the employers. The last
national strike over pay was in 1988, under a Tory government.
In order to repeat this successful action, the leadership of the
council workers unions will have to launch a national campaign
to regain the confidence of members by showing that they are
prepared to break with New Labour if that is necessary to
defend the members’ interests.
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after the 1nva-
sion started on
April 3,
media finally
managed to break through
the Israeli cordon surround-
ing Jenin refugee camp. But
it is almost impossible for
even the best journalists or
the most talented photogra-
phers to convey the real hor-
ror of what has happened
inside what The Times
describes as the “camp of the
dead” and The Independent

calls

early two weeks

the

“ a human tomb”, with

grlsly evidence of a war
crime”. |

Janine di Giovanni com-
ments in The Times: “Rarely,
in more than a decade of war
reporting from Bosnia,
Chechnya, Sierra Leone,
Kosovo, have I seef®such
deliberate destruction, such
disrespect for human life”.

Jenin camp was home to
15,000 refugees, driven off
their land by the Zionists in
1948. The much-feted Oslo
accord and the establishment
of the Bantustan Palestinian
authority did not create the

May 2: ano

AFTER last year’s record low
turn-out of voters helped Blair

secure another landslide victory

in the general election, New
Labour faces an even tougher
fight to enthuse the eléctorate
in the run-up to council elec-
tions on May 2.

'Five years in which Labour
ministers have maintained the
Tory vice-like grip on council
finances, driving forward
repeated waves of cuts, privati-
sation and closures, have given

working class areas little reason-

to turn out and vote Labour.

And the party’s local election
campaign, like a right wing par-
ody of the infamous “loony
left” diversions of Labour coun-
cils dodging hard issues 20
years ago, focuses primarily on
demonising unruly youth, with
plans to crack down on street
disorder, youth crime, graffiti
and abandoned cars.

Such desperate efforts to
- make populist capital out of the

continuing polarisation and
social decay of towns and cities,
despite Blair’s occasional
cracodile tears over “social
exclusion’, is a feeble smoke-

screen to divert from the
mounting shortage of afford--
able housing — and the knock-
on impact on staffing levels in
key public services, especially in
London and the South East —
and the problems of desper-
ately under-funded social ser-
vices.

Even while property prices
have spiralled upwards out of
reach of aimost all working
class families, New Labour has
done nothing but make the
problem worse. With little or
no affordable housing now
being built, Labour have 4 4
now taken over from |
the Tories as the most
avid sellers and privatis-
ers of council housing — though
such plans can go seriously
awry, as the recent bloody

nose suffered by New Labour’s

efforts to hive off council

“estates in Birmingham has

shown.
The steady privatisation of
elderly care is just part of a

constant drive by New Labour

councils to undermine many of
the remaining areas of locally-
controlled public services.

ladoon AoN

Vlctory
to the

INtifada

war machine has done — and
the one in which so far the

possibility for these peop'lc to

move out of the camps in
which they have lived for the
last 50 years. No wonder
Jenin camp and the other
_camps across the territories
“have been the site of some of
the fiercest resistance to the

latest murderous onslaught -
by the Israeli state — and the

strongest support for the
Intifada.

And now hundreds of
homes have been bulldozed,
many with people still inside

them. Not content with

slaughtering hundreds -

‘men, women and children -

the Israeli army has blocked
ambulances removing the
bodies. Corpses have either
been left to rot — or have
themselves been bulldozed
into mass graves.

Many people  whose
injuries from Israeli ammu-
nition were not in them-
selves life-threatening have
bled to death because medi-
cal teams have been barred
from access to the camp.

Jenin is a particularly vile
example of what the Israel:

ther chance
to vote socialist

As a result councils have
been rendering them-
selves increasingly irrele-
vant as a factor in their
local areas — and New
Labour has also drawn
the conclusion from that,
seeking to restructure
councils, concentrating
decision-making in the
hands of ever-fewer councillors
— or, where they feel they can
bamboozle the electorate suffi-
ciently, pushing for the estab-

g lishment of an elected
! mayor with sweeping
¥ executive powers that
¥ would render the election
¥ of local councillors even
/ more redundant.

; The model for such may-

ors would not be the impo-
tent and hog-tied Ken
Livingstone, who cannot even
organise a firework party for
Londoners, but US-style may-
ors with genuine executive

powers.

Small wonder that the spon-

- sors of the drive for more

elected mayors include not
only Blair — a Prime Minister
notorious for spending less

- Palestinians

number of

have been
slaughtered. It 1s also tragi-
cally typical of what has been
meted out to the Palestinian
people by their Zionist occu-
piers in town after town,
camp after camp across the

West Bank.

greatest

he 1200 people

that packed into a
London rally to
hear the report

back from
Ramallah by Sussex
University students and

entertainer Jeremy Hardy

got a glimpse both of the hor-
ror of what the Palestinian
people face day after day -

and of their courage in the

face of this indescribable
nightmare.

This Intifada has a huge
echo across the world — and
those who are going to the
Occupied Terrorities to act as
human shields are playing a
vital role as part of building
solidarity with the struggle.

Yet again Tony Blair has

time in the Commons than
almost any of his predecessors,
and his acolytes, who also see
Parliament and council democ-
racy are seen as a tedious cha-
rade, impeding their deals with
the private sector — but also
big business interests.

Big business has not the
slightest interest in
democracy for working
people, but sees the

establishment of a mayoral sys-

tem as their best hope of
pressing home even more pri-
vatisation of the remaining
council services.

The “P” word isindeeda
common strand linking New
Labour’s policies at national
and local level. This is why —
while still formally affiliated to
the Labour Party - the GMB
union, as part of its continuing

demonstrated with brutal
clarity where he stands in all
of this. At huge public
expense, he recalled
Parliament - to conduct an

~utterly pointless debate on

the death of a 101-year-old
racist, snob and scrounger.
Of course even Blair’s enor-
mous power could not pre-
vent the death of Mrs
Windsor — though he sought
to exploit it.

But there has been no such
measure to discuss the avoid-
able slaughter of hundreds of
Palestinians by an army sup-
plied with British arms,
bankrolled by the USA, and
given a bank cheque for
slaughter by Blair’s good
friend George W. Bush.

The British government

‘does have the power to stop
selling arms to Israel, and to

stop giving political support
to the war criminal Sharon.

‘But these questions, along
with the continuing war in
Afghanistan and the threats
to Iraq were not even up for
debate at the “mother of

- Parliaments”, despite calls

from the back benches.
Outrage at Blair’s criminal
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stance, together with opposi-
tion to the Zionist war
machine have brought
increasing numbers of peo-
ple out onto the streets across
Britain in these last weeks.
his political radi-
calisation  has
been strongest,
not surprisingly
in the Arab and
Muslim communities, many
of whom have seen more

. accurate pictures of the real-

ity of the Zionist massacres
through Al-]azeera than on
British TV. |

But other activists from the
anti-war and anti-globalisa-
tion movement, from col-

leges and schools have
increasingly part1c1pated
alongside them.

Significantly, sections of the
Jewish community have also
marched to show their dis-
gust with what Sharon is
doing in their name.

The Palestiniaa people will
not, cannot give up their
fight for freedom. It is the
duty of every socialist to
build the broadest possible
solidarity with their struggle

MARCH for Palestine

Satu rday

‘MAY 18

Assemble 12 noon
Central London
Rally Trafalgar Square

- Called by Palestine Solidarity Campaign

campaign against New
Labour’s drive to privatisation,
has taken the novel step of
writing to all 8,000 Labour
council candidates demanding
that they sign a 6-point pro-
gramme opposing any further
privatisation as a condition of
GMB support.

Other public sector unions
could usefully follow this lead
and pile on the pressure against
Blairite candidates in every
area. | |

New Labour’s track record
suggests that few Party candi-

-dates will be able to pass the

GMB test. But that raises the

question of which party work-

ing class voters should support.
Once again the Lib Dems are

presenting an apparently pro-

gressive and comparatively
“left” face at national
level, while their coun-
cillors in practice work
— whether in
their own right, or wrth
Labour, or (asin
Oxford) with the Greens
— to put forward their
~J own variety of cuts, clo-

{sures and privatisation.

¥ However there will be a
developing challenge this year

 from the left, with the Socialist

Alliance standing over 200 can-
didates in selected wards in a
number of towns and cities
across England, taking up local
issues, but also putting forward
a common /-point programme
and a platform of consistent

support for the needs of the
working class.

In many areas the Alliance will
be the only party committed to
oppose privatisation, fighting
for an expansion of council
housing, and challenging central
government refusal to give

- councils the cash they need to

sustain vital services. The
Alliance also brings in a nation-
wide policy of fighting racism,
supporting asylum seekers, and
opposing the Blair-Bush war
drive.

Given the relatively low turn-
out in council elections, there
are hopes that local campaign-
ing by the Alliance can secure a
respectable share of the vote,
and force a genuine debate on
) the key issues.
| Other socialist and
F working class candidates
¥ will also be running, such
jlF as veteran anti-cuts cam-

! paigner June Hautot, who
}f has won the backing of the

Battersea and Wandsworth

Trades Council in her challenge

to one of the last remaining
flagship Tory councils.

Once more working people
in many areas now have a real
chance to vote socialist and
take a stand in defence of pub-
lic services. Every blow struck -
against the Blairites, every suc-
cess and every inch of progress
notched up by the left will help
strengthen the fight for a gen-
uine political alternative for the
labour movement as a whole.
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The  Socialist Alllance
Executive met on April 13,
under pressure of time to fin-
ish in time to allow comrades
to get to the demonstration

- 1n support of the Palestinian

struggle taking place later
that afternoon. The brisk
and business-like meeting

was inevitably going to be

unable to complete its four-
teen item agenda.
Two discussions dominated

‘the time there was. First a

report back from the trade
union conference and the
subsequent meeting of the
trade union committee by
Mark Hoskisson and a
debate around his proposals

together with a resolution on -

the same issues from Martin
Thomas.

There was unanimous
agreement that the confer-

ence had been a huge success

for the alliance, and a vote of
thanks for those who had
worked so hard to make it
possible.

The meeting was also
pleased to hear reports of the
successful fringe meetings

that had taken place subse-
quently at NUT and RMT
Train Crew conferences, and
that similar meetings were
planned for the all the major

UNISON grudgingly
on political fund

consults

Fred Leplat
UNISON has started a his-
toric review of its political
funds, that could resuit in a
new relationship with the
Labour Party and the New
_abour government.
Against opposition from
UNISON’s leadership, dele-
gates at last year’s union
conference voted to review
the Affiliated Political Fund
(APF) and the General
Political Fund (GPF).

It has taken nine months
for the leadership to start
the consultation process.
During this time, UNISON
members have seen an
unprecedented exercise to
promote the APF by claiming
that the union has obtained
concessions from Labour.

Any significant conces-
slons, such as on the mini-
mum wage, have been

obtained by campaigning, as -

when UNISON organised in
1998 a 15,000 strong
dentonstration in Newcastle.
Despite the “special rela-
tionship™ through the APF,
New Labour has continued

- with its agenda of privatisa-

tion, deregulation and a flex-
ible workforce.

Representatives of UNI-
SON througn the APF on
Labour’s NEC have in the
past voted against resolu-
tions which were identical to
the union’s policies.

Molly Cooper

e o . PR R B

TU conferences to come.
Proposals to convene trade
union “fractions” were
amended to talk about net-
works as comrades were very
keen to make clear that the
Socialist Alliance had no
intention to set up rival
organisations to existing left
caucuses within the unions.
- A proposal from Martin
Thomas to organise around
referendums in favour of
public services was left on
the table after it failed to
reach overwhelming support

Let the bosses fund him?

The latest such example
was at Labour’'s NEC of the
26th March when UNISON
representatives voted

~ against a motion opposing

further privatisations which
was submitted Tribune edi-
tor Mark Seddon and Mary
Turner of the GMB.

Unfortunately delegates at
UNISON’s national confer-
ence will not be able to
challenge the actions of its
representatives on Labour’s
NEC due to the union’s
rules.

UNISON'’s “special rela-

 tionship” means that only

union members who are
also members of the Labour
Party can have a say on how
the APF is run, yet the union
encourages all of its mem-
bers to pay into the APF.
Local UNISON branches are
also affiliated against their
wishes to local Labour con-
stituencies.

Local electlons

..........

N
A

i e

in the meeting.

Another proposal from
Thomas was also not voted
on - to encourage local
socialist alliances to produce
regular workplace bulletins.
What was agreed was to pro-
duce a national 1-sided
leaflet which could be used
as a resource either by com-
rades working around differ-
ent trade union conferences
or at Jocal level.

Lack of time prevented me
asking why the original
motion suggested that work-

It is now clearly time to
review the functioning of the
political funds, as they are
both undemocratic and in
the case of the APF, there
has been hardly any return

on the “investment”.
UNISON members are

appailed at the pro-big busi-
ness stance of New Labour.
The CBI has more influence
than the unions — although
it is not affiliated.

UNISON's |eadership is try- |

ing to keep the lid on a boil-
Ing kettle, but will get burnt
in its attempt.

Only three resolutions on
the union’s political funds
have been allowed on to the
agenda for this year's con-
ference — and twelve ruled
out of order! |

The consultation on the
future of the Funds has pro-
posed only three outcomes:

- disaffiliation from the Labour
Party, a minor improvement

on the functioning of the
funds, or support for other
parties and candidates.

‘In framing the options in
such a manner, the leader-
ship is deliberately excluding
a necessary fourth option
that would be maintaining
affiliation, democratising the
funds and supporting only
tnose candidates, from the
Labour Party and other par-
ties and campaigns that
support union policy. |

e

place activists should not be
the recipients of the general

material produced by
Socialist Alliances locally.

There was great enthusi-
asm for the fact that the
GMB has decided to put six
questions to all candidates in
the forthcoming council
elections around their sup-
port for public services -
something that we support
and which will definitely be
to our advantage.

It was agreed that the ques-
tion of pamphlet sales now

- needed a new push. The

money taken at the confer-

ence itself for the pamphlet

covered printing costs and

already gave a profit of over

£100.
Now we need to write to
union branches in those

unions where the debate is

most developed, and those
who sent delegates to the
conference, = encouraging
them to make bulk orders.
Probably the most impor-
tant proposal to. come from
Hoskinsson’s report — the
idea of organising a follow
up trade union conference
on privatisation in
November was not voted on.
The - Executive sensibly
recognised that there are a
number of proposals about
conferences the Alliance

- should be organising in the

months ahead. The deferral
came in the context that
everyone was committed to
ensuring we had another
public focus to ensure that
we build on the success of
the existing conference.

As well as the trade union

~conference, there is also a

proposal to organise a major
conference on anti- globahsa-
tion and the new interna-
tionalism, in order to
develop a greater audience
for the Alliance amongst

young people.

The first trade union con-

ference seriously developed

our trade union work. Now a
similar initiative is needed to
bring into the Alliance those
thousands of young people
radicalising on questions
from Palestine to third world
debt who currently don’t see

the Alliance as being an
organisation that has any-
thing to offer them.
Clearly this issue can’t be
addressed solely by organis-
ing the conference — we have

~ to win our spurs on the

streets as parties like
Rifondazione in Italy have
done — but it could be one
important focus. |

- At the same time, the
Alliance has to hold an AGM

1n December or around that
time, and there has also been

a suggestion that we need a

policy conference with a

major session on what posi-
tion we should take in the

- forthcoming referendum on
the Euro. This is obviously a

crucial discussion and one
on which there are major dif-

- ferences amongst Alliance

supporters.

Given that the referendum -
will be an important turning

point in British politics, the
Socialist Alliance needs to

take a clear position — in the

view of ISG members a clear

position to campaign for a

No vote on the basis of inter-
nationalism.

It 1s possible (just) to ho‘ld' |

all these events, particularly
if the AGM is combined
(probably in a 2-day event)
with the debate on the Euro.

But it will only be possible if

there is careful planning to
make sure that the events are
organised in the sequence

- that maximises their effec-

tiveness — and far enough
apart that they can all be
seriously built.

- Discussion

It was in any event agreed
that there should be e-mail
discussion between Exec-
utive members over the next

week to come up with a pro-

posal on all this to go to the
National Council on May 11.
The second major discus-
sion was on Palestine, which
took place not only in the
context of the actual situa-
tion in the Middle East itself]
but of the burgeoning move-
ment here in Britain.
Certainly it was a debate
that needed more than the 30
minutes we gave it (although
out of a 2 hour meeting that
was by far the longest item) —
and this was recognised by
the meeting in agreeing
there should be further
debate at the National
Council in May. |
However what was also
clear to everyone was that it
was necessary to take posi-
tions on what slogans we

should use in the meantime.

The debate was structured
around two  positions.
Secretary Rob Hoveman of
the SWP argued that the two
main slogans we should use
should be “Freedom for

Palestine” and “Victory to
“the Intifada”.

Martin Thomas of the
AWL on the other hand
argued that there should be 3
slogans: Israel withdraw
from the Occupied Terri-
tories, Solidarity with the

- Palestinians and Two

Peoples, Two States.

The preoccupation of the
overwhelming majority of
those present was to make

sure the Socialist Alliance

was seen to be and was
prominent in the radicalisa-

tion which is currently tak-

ing place in revulsion against
the genocidal actions of the
Isracli state against the

‘Palestinian people.

While Martin Thomas

'opened his remarks with a

condemnation of Israelis
actions, this position was

objectively undercut by his

ernment

finalised and

_page 4

two next points. r
He argued that the
behaviour of the Israeli gov-
~ towards the
Palestinians has been outra-
geous for years. While this is
true, it is also the case that
the level of barbarity being
excericised today was last
seen in the massacres at
Shabra and Shatilla — also at
the hands of war criminal
Ariel Sharon.
‘But what really infuriated
me and many others was that
he equated the oppression of
the Palestinians with the
oppression: of the Israeli
Jews. There was of course

‘not time to debate this prop-

erly, or the two state solution
which is its logical conclu-
sion.

I appealed that the two
state slogan not be voted on —

1t seemed to me wrong to

conflate the 'question of
immediate slogans which we
needed to sort out with our
more developed program-
matic position on the issue —
which should be properly

discussed on May 11.

However while Martin had
been prepared to let other
resolutions on the trade
union issues lie on the table,
he insisted that this was
voted on. The meeting sup-
ported all the other slogans
apart from that one and
agreed that Freedom for
Palestine and Victory to the
Intifada should be the main
slogans on our placards. |

Apart from those two major
discussions the meeting
obviously took a report on
the local elections and
decided that serious action
should be taken to ensure
that the policy document is
available
within the next few days.

Serious press work is
planned, though it was
recognised that organising a
press conference as such was
not a good use of resources.

Unfortunately time was
also lost discussing a some-

what strange resolution from
Marcus Strom of the CPGB.

- The resolution noted that

some local Socialist

- Alliances had decided that
- comrades standing as candi-

dates in the local elections
could not ' include their
membership of one of the
supporting organisations in
their personal statements.

It argued that the
Executive should uphold the
constitution — thus suggest-
ing, though not actually say-
ing so, that these Alliances
were breaching the same.

The resolution as it stood
was not something that any-
one could logically vote
against — and those comrades
who suggested that it
implied that people should
be forced to declare their
affiliations just hadn’t read it
properly. But the problem, as
I argued, was how it would
be used.

Fortunately Marcus
accepted at least some of the
arguments and agreed that
the resolution not be voted

- on, but this had consumed

rather a lot of precious time
by this point.

The result of this combined
with the necessity of getting
to the demonstration was
that a whole lot of items —
most notably the report back
from the Rifondazione con-
ference were not reached.

All in all this was a positive
meeting, demonstrating the
political maturity of the
Executive Committee that

was elected from the

December conference.
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4 AP B 2 " . Greg Tucker was a Labour
¥~ | councillor in Lambeth from
o - Cimes s K | 1986-1994. He was expelied
2 a3 RRE | S . o e | S 1 .:. L F o i 7 f!' om the Labour Pal‘ty in
T g e e Nl ae i e RGN G 11993. Now he is standing in
L N R ot - N R 2. AW I | Tulse Hill ward for the Socialist
- F B |Alliance. This is his personal
TaaEY . SAEN YR NS . o ST manifesto:
\ B. EEB Pag .1 . DS | | Asaocal trade unionist |
-, . oo e B B L.y BEEEY | have fought for years to

RO u gh r I d e for L a b our’s o e ey on oot
heavyweights in Oxford

council | stood up for focal
people. | am proud of my

Ieaﬂets publicising the

arrival of their own ‘big

reasons
to vote
Socialist
Alliance

e B

@ Tax the rich to
fund public
services

@ Stop privatis-

g ation and
renationalise the
ratl industry
@ Decent
pensions - restore|
the link to wages

.......

record of opposition to cuts
and privatisation of local ser-
vices.

"As a councillor | campaigned
against war in lraq. The same
issues face us today.

“With thousands of kids

Headington, Quarry and
Risinghurst, Rose Hill and

It was supposed to be the
dazzling launch of new

- face huge job losses and
as the County Council

" Labour’s local election makes yet another £9 mil- Iffley, and St Mary’s), fol-  hitter’, Rodney _
h. De_fend c;) uncil campaign in Oxford on lion cuts in Social lowing on the vigorous Bickerstaffe,_the pension- W'th°”Lta;‘;h°°' F:j'a;esi_\f;h)’
ousing ana April 11, but instead Services, things were campaign challenging ers leader and ex-General [Ye€re Labourand tne Li
comprehensive Labour’s ‘big hitter’ cabi-  bound to be tough for Andrew Smith in Oxford Secretary of the country’s Dems sell-
education net ministers (John New Labour. East in last year's general biggest union, UNISON. | '"§°ﬁl our
@ Stop attacks on Prescott and Treasury They are increasingly election. . Bickerstaffe, with high B S‘E,'°;’t:' i
| ke Secretary Andrew Smith) being caught in the politi- pmmfort powered team of medical N nstea
asylium seekers were greeted by a cal crossfire from their professionals and union j ©! turning
and flght racism demented PFI privatisa- ‘friends’ in the unions and dTr_ue df.'sc‘:’mf‘;d ?[tll;e - leaders, is expected to | [S:;'Ck q
@ Stop Bush and tion fat cat — and a small  the new force on the left f;;,:h'fulln\ngrhoa?ur:é b ?) u‘t";; deliver a stinging rebuke _ lfgpla," .
Blair's war drive crowd of irate socialists . - the Socialist Alliance. hear Smith and Prescott  © L-abour’s privatisation fc ° f’ln
While local hospitals and  The Alliance is standing  "€ar Smith and Presco . policy at a public meeting luxury fiats,
@ Put people staff are being sold as six candidates in selected 3t Rose Hill First School . j,04 on Anril 24 at we need to
before profit! part of PFl deals, as wards across the City - was plain to see, as 7.30pm at the Town Hall Invest in
Oxford’s postal workers (Blackbird Leys, Churchill, Protesters handed out in Oxford. CﬁmPrehe“S'Ve education.
Why did Labour and the Lib

Huddesﬂeld socialists stand against
racism and privatisation ‘

John Klplmg

The Socialist Alliance is standing
five candidates in the local elections
in 2002. Our campaign is concentrat-
ing on anti-privatisation and anti-
racism. |
- All the political parties on Kirklees
council, including the Greens, have
voted unanimously to close old peo-

ple’s homes, sell a local housing

estate to a private developer, and set
up an arms-length company to run
the rest of council housing in

Kirklees.

Kirklees was a flagship New

Labour council at the forefront of
“modernisation” in local govern-
ment, until the elections in May

2000 when the liberals became the.

largest party.

Not surprisingly the remammg
Labour councillors, despite the odd
concern being raised occasionally,

North East:

Louise van der Hoeven
There are two mayoral elections in
the North East in May the Socialist
Alliance is fielding candidates in
both Middlesborough - Jeff Fowler
and Mike Elliott in North
Tyneside. "

In North Tyneside the election is

‘not coming at a good time for the
ruling New Labour Party. The
incompetent New Labour Councﬂ
has run up debts of over £45 mil-
lion which only came to llght Iate
last year. "As part of their ‘cost cut-
ting’ exercise the council is laying
off 170 council workers with the
threat of redundancy hanging over
many more.

It will come as no surprise to
Socialist Outlook readers that New
Labour has gone cold on the idea of
elected mayors and regional gov-
ernment. The Labour leadership in
North Tyneside opposed the idea of
an elected mayor. When the issue
was put to a referendum the option
for a presidential style mayor nar-

- have all toed the Blairite line and
have refused to mount any fight
against central government under

privatisation

-funding and the

agenda.

This will be the thtrd time the
Socialist Alliance has stood locally.

Prior to the general election in 2001,

where we stood a candidate in the
Huddersfield Constituency, we had

stood in a local by-election.

Our experience so far is that despite
working hard on the streets leaflet-
“ing and canvassing, and getting a
"good response from people on the
doorstep, this has not translated into

a respectable vote.
Unfortunately Arthur Scargill’s

Socialist Labour Party deliberately
stood against us last year, and split an
already small socialist vote of about

500 down the middle.

This year the SLP are not standing,
and we have made a pact with the

Socialist Mayoral alternatives

rowly won.
In the metropolitan borough of
North Tyneside, which covers the

constituencies of Stephen Byers,

Alan Campbell and Nick Brown,
the turnout for the referendum was
higher than in the general election.
After the referendum, a split
ensued in. the local New Labour
leadership. This was not a political

split on left/right lines, but a clash

of two bureaucrats chasing the top

each other.

own profile.

which affected Bradford last year.

ters here.

job and a salary of over £80,000.

At the Socialist Alliance selection
meeting, Alan Pond from the
Campaign for an Independent
Mayor gave an open invite to their
selection meeting the following
week in Whitley Bay. A small dele-
gation of Socialist Alliance mem-
bers attended this meeting of
around 30 - mainly disillusioned
Tories and Liberals with a few ex
Labour Party supporters.

Kevin Flynn, Chair of the
Tyneside - Socialist  Alliance
explained what we stand for and
invited those present to join our
campaign. At the conclusion of the

Socialist Party not to stand against

The Socialist Party are standing in
one ward. Their withdrawal from the
Socialist Alliance will make very lit-
tle practical ditference, as they never
devoted serious resources to it any-
way, preferring to build only their

The BNP have often stood candt-
dates in North Kirklees and this year
they are contesting four seats in the
Dewsbury and Batley area. They are
trying to tap into the “race riots”

Luckily the fascists have not man-
aged to operate in the Huddersfield
area since the late 1970s when the
labour movement stopped the NF

. setting up their national headquar-

However there are some areas of
Dewsbury that are not well inte-
grated racially, and the fascists have a

meeting Alan Pond (former Liberal

& Green Party member) was
elected by those present as the can-
didate of the Campaign for an
Independent Mayor,

The consensus of the meeting was

that they wanted a manager not a
politician Our candidate Mike
Elliott stood up and spoke against

the need for an elected manager,

good response.

paign.

youth and blacks.

with electorahsm

arguing that people in North
Tyneside do not need ‘good man-
agement’ but a mayor that will
work and fight alongside them.
Mike is a well-known local come-
dian and former local radio DJ. He
is also a part time teacher and actor
with Live Theatre and has
appeared on TV in shows such as
Spender, Crocodile Shoes and in

the film Billy Elliott. Mike, who

left the Labour Party in 1992, was a -

prominent part of the local fight
against pit closures in the 1980s. In
the 1990°s he was active in the cam-
paign to keep the Swan Hunter
Shipyards in Wallsend open.

In an interview with the Newcastle
Evening Chronicle Mike said ‘I am
a committed Socialist and proud of
it, this is a serious desire for change
not some publicity stunt. I was
approached by the Socialist
Alliance and asked if I would be
interested, so I decided to give it a
go. It’s about giving people more
options and choice..

history of greater influence there.

- Unfortunately we have not yet been
able to establish a Social Alliance
branch in Dewsbury, and all we have
been able to do is distribute anti fas-
cist leaflets there, but this did get a

A number of our candtdates in
Huddersfield have been actively
involved in the local refugee support
group, and asylum rights is another
of our points in the election cam-

Of the candtdates, one 1S Asian but
unfortunately all are male. After the
election the Alliance will have to
‘make a systematic effort to recruit
more members, particularly women,

We will also have to make sure we
continue to campaign seriously and
try to gain respect from working

class people who feel dlstllusmned

Dems allow Capita to wreck
the lives of thousands of
Lambeth residents with their
mismanagement of housing
benefit? Instead we need to
bring all council services back
under local democratic man-
agement.

“Labour in government is
wasting millions of pounds on
unnecessary wars abroad.
Instead | want real investment
in local services here at home,
to give dignity in retirement to
our elderly and to invest in a
future for our young people.

“Being a councillor should be
about more than deciding
which private contractor gets
to make profits at our expense.
- “The Socialist Alliance is
proud of working with the
tenants movement, the pen-
sioners’ movement and other
local campaigns fighting for a
fairer society.

"As a local councillor my
promise is not that | decide
what is best for you, but that |
will work with you, fighting for
the interests of our commu-

nity.”

“Nationally there is a back lash
against New Labour When their
spin goes against them they look
for someone eise to blame. A lot of
decisions seem to have been made
behind closed doors at the council.
We are seeing now that means no
one can be blamed when it goes
wrong. I want more openness in
local government.” |

The Mayoral Election will be con-
tested on a entirely postal ballot.
There are over 140 thousand voters
registered, and each household will
receive the election address’s of all
the candidates

The Socialist Alliance campaign .

has attracted a good deal of interest
from the press- but our focus is to
put the passion back into
Socialism. | -

We are campaigning on the

ground to raise the profile of the

Socialist Alliance and give the peo-

ple of North Tyneside a real alter-

native to the faceless bureaucrats.




by Geoff Smith
(Birmingham
Defend Council
Housing, personal

capacity)

Council | tenants in
Birmingham have recently
thrown out plans drawn up
by the city’s ruhng New
Labour group to “transfer”
nearly 88,000 municipally
owned flats and houses over
to a group of eleven suppos-
edly ‘not-for-profit’ Regi-
stered Social Landlords.

Such a move - which would

| have effectively meant pri-

f o vatisation by another name —

[ was not simply defeated in
the required tenants’ ballot,
it was positively routed by a
majority of more than two to
one (66.8% against the trans-
fer with only 33.2% in
favour).

This 1s a welcome hammer-
ing for New Labour’s
pro-privatisation agenda, not
least as 1t came in one of the
largest authorities i1n the
country. rid with all eyes on
Birmingham following the
disappointing vote for trans-
fer by understandably des-
perate tenants 1n Glasgow,
this result must stand out as
a beacon to all who want to

bankruptcy

The struggle to oppose
stock  transfer in
Birmingham was led by
Defend Council Housing
(DCH), a body with a
national profile and a fair
amount of Socialist Workers’
Party influence.

With the support and
involvement of individual
tenants, tenants’ groups and
the trade union movement
(especially UNISON and
UCATT), DCH campaigned
tirelessly for a vote against
transfer and also for govern-
ment investment into the
much-needed renovation
and extension of social hous-
ing.

Greasing the
palms

No expense wa¥spared as
far as the New Labour coun-
cil was concerned and, had a
“yes” vote gone through, at
least £36 million of housing
rent money would have been

spent greasing the palms of

various greedy money mer-
chants seeking to “advise”
the housing department on
how best to push the transfer.

Even with a “no” vote, at
least £13 million of tenants’
rent money has been squan-
dered on an attempt at a slick

Indeed, according to Dennis
Minnis, who, for the
moment at least, performs
the somewhat pretentious
function of  “Cabinet
Member for Housing”, the

Royal Bank of Scotland

..was queuing up to lend
Blrmmgham Clty Councﬂ
money’.

Such a dubious boast cer-

~tainly lets the cat out of the

bag regarding privatisation
and goes hand-in-hand with
the payment of over £17 per
hour to misguided housing
staff to go out and conduct a
scabby, pro-transfer cam-
paign (where, to their credit,
most UNISON members
refused to collaborate). |

This is where half-baked
propaganda 'was pushed
claiming a future paradise for
tenants provided they voted
“yes”. UNISON activists 1n
the housing department will
no doubt remember the £17
figure next time pay rises are
to be fought for!

Legitimate
grievances

Many Birmingham tenants
have legitimate grievances
regarding years of
under-investment and hous-
ing mismanagement (by Tory
and Labour run councils)

homes.

However, despite
being bombarded by a h § }
small forest’s worth of

erature where economy

with the whole truth was the
order of the day, tenants
showed the New Labour pri-
vatisation mob the prover-
bial two fingers!

The campaign to secure
public investment into the
much-needed modernisation
and extension of social hous-

ing must be stepped up both

locally and nationally.
Writing off social housing
debts with no strings should
also be fought for.

- With the possibility of even
this New Labour govern-
ment pushing through a bill
to make central funds avail-
able for the regeneration of
council housing by the year
2004, -the pressure needs to
be kept up.

Brazen
opportunism

The Birmingham experi-

ence showed clearly that
brazen opportunism is alive

g]ossy pro-transfer lit- D Lo fmaiien: &

trusted and when Lib Dems

1n the city claimed:to oppose
transfer, they were never pre-

pared to answer “awkward”
questions concerning how
the same party nationally has
becn promoting transfer in
Sheffield, Stratford upon
Avon, Liverpool, Walsall and
parts of London.

Similarly, the Tories in

" Birmingham only “opposed”

stock transfer because, true
to form for the senior capital-
ist party in Britain, “the fig-

ures in the business plan did

not add up

In such cucumstances, 1t IS

surely vital for socialists and
all class fighters to point out

that cross-class alliances tie

the working-class to the vari-
ous representatives of capital
and class independence 1S a
must.

of those involved in
Birmingham DCH saw noth-
ing wrong in providing the

oppose  New  Labour’s
pro-transfer

campaign.

and a lack of repairs to their

bourgeois forces cannot be

and well, when it is remem- Jeader of the Liberal
bered that Liberal  Democrats with a platform at
Democrats and  Tories several public meetings
claimed to be opponents of organised by anti-transfer
stock transfer. However, campaigners.

NHS: Tories set course for 1947

' John Lister
THE SHOCK-HORROR revelation by the Mirror (April
| 1} that the Tory leadership has developed a master-
plan to scrap the NHS as a tax-funded service would

et - -

g , prising if it had not been
e preceded by months of
rlght wing journalists
B arguing precisely the
} same thing.
“The Observer's Anthony

Browne, for one, has
longed crusade argu-

1 hopeless basket-
w..; case: the Sun, the
47 Sunday Times, Daily
Mail and other right
. wing rags have also
f‘g regularly added their
¥ two-pennyworth of
_bile and prejudice
1 arguing for more
-{ charges, more private
{ sector involvement,
} and more private
insurance as the only
' way to inject more
resources into health
~ care.
e~ However the cynical scheme
B . hatched apparently behind closed
Dr Death ~Liam Fox ~ doorsbylan Dunkin-

be more sensational and sur-

been conducting a pro-

ing that the NHS is'a

Doughnut’s sidekick Dr “Death” does seem to repre-
sent a concerted move by the Tories back to the reac-
tionary ground last occupied by the Tories early in
1948, when Winston Churchill, in disgruntied opposi-
tion and in alliance with the most grasping elements of
the BMA mounted a last-gasp effort to prevent the
launch of Nye Bevan’s new, nationalised NHS.

Churchill marched his minority of Tory backwoods-
men through the Commons lobbies for a final, futile
time to vote against the principle of the NHS: a few
weeks later a delighted electorate was signing up by
the million for a health service free at pomt of use,
funded from taxation. -

Since then successive Tory and Labour governments

- — even including Margaret Thatcher — have felt obliged

to defer to the principle of a tax-funded service, which
the Wanless Report commissioned by Gordon Brown
has again confirmed is the most cost-effective way to

share risk and finance an equitable health care system. -

According to the Mirror’s edited highlights of Dr
Fox’s secret speech to Tory doctors in Harrogate, his
plan involves convincing the public that the NHS is not
working properly — a project made easier by Labour
having stuck foolishly to Tory cash limits for its first
three years in office.

The next step is to erSuade them that it cannot be
repaired. Then comes a process of floating ideas for
insurance-based schemes, centred on branding the
NHS as a “monopoly” against which the Tories will pit
the notion of the “individual” and the “consumer”. The
good doctor is convinced that there is a popular mar-

ket out there of people wishing to opt out of the NHS

and pay for health care and treatment “from their
Own savings’ .

Finally the Tories would move in for the kill with a
suitably phrased manifesto commitment to finish off -
the NHS — and hope to persuade people to vote for it.

The plan at least has the merit of being relatively

honest and will begin in earnest this month with the
publication of a Tory study of 20 countries around the
world which finance their health care services in other
ways.

‘But they have a huge problem of credibility to get

~ over. For even as IDS wades into the attack on Gordon

Brown'’s Budget by demanding increases beyond
Labour’s planned increases in health spending, it is
obvious that any insurance-based scheme is going to
require most, if not all, people to pay more for health
care out of their own pockets.

The tax-funded option is the most cost-effective and
the best way of sharing risk: any other scheme is likely
to wind up with a succession of costly market failures
like those in the USA, where insurers increasingly
“cherry pick” the lowest risk patients, and where 40

million poor people lack any health insurance.

The privatised US system hoovers up a massive 14%

of the country’s GDR compared with around 7% in

Britain. The bureaucracy involved in administering
insurance-based schemes in the USA and Europe
dwarfs the admin costs of the NHS, even after

Thatcher’s crazy, costly, market-based “reforms”.

But as the Tories set course for the electoral wilder-
ness, the question is whether Gordon Brown’s budget
will seek progressive or regressive ways of raising the
additional cash that ministers now admit must be fun-
nelled in to enable the NHS to meet demand - and
whether New Labour has left it too late to rescue
morale after two decades of demoralisation.

The SWP were up to their-

necks in this dangerous busi-
ness, habitually referring to
the Lib Dems as “our united
front partners” and sundry
nonsense. It does not require
a genius to work out how our
class enemies will repay us
after being allowed to use our
platforms in order to pretend
to oppose housing transfer in
front of concerned tenants
faced with an utterly
bankrupt Labour Party and
with local elections looming!

Good hiding

The lessons are clear.

Birmingham tenants have

given New Labour’s housing
sell-off plans a good hiding.
However, any one of the
mainstream parties could
take charge of the city with
Labour being so discredited,
and alternative plans for

Unfortunately, the malonty - housing privatisation could

- result.

Despite an admirable com-
mitment by genuine DCH
activists, weaknesses in the
campaign could have posed
problems had much of the
city - council’s propaganda
not been so hilariously con-
tradictory.

The best way to prepare for
the future is to pursue decent
class politics which seal off
the rotten opportunists of
the Liberal Democrats and

Tories. If DCH continues to

function locally in the future

a radical transformation of

its activities will be needed.
Proper debate must be per-

mitted inside any ongoing

campaign and not frowned
upon as was. the case in the
run-up to the ballot.
Similarly, minutes of each
meeting must be properly

 kept and adhered to. More

tenants and active trade
unionists need to be involved
in ensuring everything is
done to secure a massive
injection of public money for
social housing investment.
And the Socialist Party
must abandon the petty sec-
tarianism it displayed in
effectively boycotting the
campaign in the ten months

which preceded the ballot.

Similarly, the SWP must be
challenged to break from its
quite scandalous cosying up
to the Lib Dems and groups
such as Socialist Outlook and
Workers’ Power need to
recognise that they were both
seriously mistaken in limit-
ing their involvement in the
campaign thus far to some
relatively Dbelated estate
leafleting.







