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In the run up to what is hoped to be the biggest anti-war
demonstration for a generation,.we can see cracks appearing
in the New Labour consensus. Unlikely individuals such as
Lord Healey and Michael Cashman are warning Blair that
backing Bush in a unilateral strike could have dangerous
consequences for the government’s future.

These people don’t oppose war against Iraq for the same rea-
sons that we do. But we can use their dissonant voices to put
pressure on Blair, and to build the campaign even more
broadly than before. In the US support for the war has
dropped by 20 per cent over recent weeks as the so-called
doves have become more vocal.

Up and down the country the Stop the War Coalition are
holding public meetings. From Edinburgh to Kent, local
groups are mobilising against the war. Over 100 coaches are
travelling from Birmingham, and 40 coaches plus a train
have been booked in Glasgow.

While not everywhere will manage to match this support,
it’s clear we are heading for a huge demonstration. We need
to strain every last nerve to make sure it is — and to make
sure there is as much visible trade union support as possible.
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Almost as if they’ve won already: strking Sunderlandmedical secretaries and supporters get in the winning mood

Foundation Hospitals:
Reinventing the flat tyre?

John Lister
ealth Secretary
Alan Milburn’s
idea of turning
top-flight  “3-
star” hospital
Trusts into “foundation hos-
pitals”, which will come
before Parliament this
autumn, has been roundly
attacked by his predecessor
Frank Dobson and by for-
mer Labour health
spokesman Chris Smith.

Now the scheme seems
doomed to founder under
the onslaught of Gordon
Brown’s Treasury man-
darins, who see in every bid
for greater independence a
hidden bid to beg or borrow
more money.

Indeed one of the biggest
lures to attract big fish like
UCLH Trust chief executive
Robert Naylor, and other top
NHS bosses towards the bait
of foundation hospital status
was the initial promise that
the new “freedoms” they
would acquire wou.d include
the right to sell off surplus
assets and to borrow
money on their own
account.

Funnily enough we have
heard these promises before
— when Margaret Thatcher’s
government first came up
with their expensive and
bureaucratic “market
reforms” in 1989.

Then hospital chief execu-
tives were urged to “opt out”
and become “self-govern-
ing” Trusts ~ and promised
that in return they would be
“free” to sell unused land,
borrow money, fix local pay,
and compete against other
Trusts for increased contract
revenue.

ut even the free

market funda-
mentalists of the
Tory party

realised that this
level of financial freedom
could drive a coach and
horses through their system
of cash limits for health
spending.

So even before they had
been launched, Trusts were
reined in and subjected to
strict External Financing
Limits. And while a few

Trusts attempted to impose
local pay deals — generally

offering staff conditions"

worse than the prevailing
national rates set under the
Whitley Council system —
most managers found them-
selves preoccupied with the
endless rounds of contract
negotiations with health
authorities that were vital to
ensure their survival in the
new, competitive market sys-
tem.

The system cost billions
more, but delivered little if
any improvement in patient
care. Waiting lists soared.
Numbers of senior managers
and administrative staff
rocketed as the system
gushed rhetoric about busi-
ness methods but became
ever less efficient.

In 1997 New Labour came
to office committed to just
one apparently radical policy
on health — to sweep away
the internal market system.
Trusts remained in
place, but with a
new “duty to coop-
erate”: local pay
bargaining was
scrapped and ambi-
tious national talks
opened on a new
NHS pay structure;
New Labour
announced its
determination to
eliminate “post
code”  rationing
and variations in-
care.

So when Alan
Milburn  revives
essentially the same .
idiotic plans that
Thatcher’s team
first raised 13 years
ago, even if under a
different name, he is not so
much reinventing the wheel
as reinventing the flat tyre.

There are some differences,
however: Foundation
Hospitals, unlike the origi-
nal idea of Trusts, are sup-
posed to offer an elite status,
and would be an option only
for 35 top performing hospi-
tals.

So in placg of the gener-
alised competition embod-
ied in the Tory internal mar-
ket, which rested on the

(deluded) idea of a “level
playing field”, the
Foundation Hospitals would
be given extra cash and free-
doms - and thus gain a
potential advantage against
other hospitals.
n London, for exam-
ple, UCLH could in
theory spend some of
its extra cash on
enhanced pay rates to
help poach specialist staff
from neighbouring Trusts
such as Barts and The
London, the Royal Free and
the Whittington. — which are
not eligible for foundation
status.

However one problem they
would have in doing so is
that it appears foundation
hospitals would be excluded
from the NHS pension
scheme — one of the few gen-
uine perks for NHS-
employed staff, so the incen-
tives may even work in the
other direction!

With the  legislation to
establish the new founda-
tions not yet published,
nobody quite knows what
the details will be ~ though
the first applications need to
be submitted by November.

The hope of foundation
hospitals would be to
increase their share of the
available work (and revenue)
from the NHS in their area —
leaving other hospirtals
struggling to sustain their
income. But this could mean

better care to patients in
their immediate vicinity, at
the expense of falling stan-
dards and resources in other
hospitals ... taking us back
to the postcode lottery New
Labour promised to end.

But there have also been
hints that they would be
allowed to supplement their
budgets by treating private
patients from home and
abroad.

Foundation hospitals can
be seen, together with the
Private Finance Initiative
(under which private compa-
nies build, own, run and
lease hospitals like the new
£420m UCLH to the NHS),
and the Concordat (under
which the NHS buys treat-
ment from private hospitals)
as another stepping stone
from NHS provision of care
to increasingly private pro-
vision.

But this brings yet another
problem, one that was
ducked by the Tories. If a
foundation hospital is run as
a business, and fails — could
it go bust? The Tory reforms
at first insisted that Trusts
which failed in the internal
market would be allowed to
go broke: but in practice
ministers intervened to
pump in transitional pay-
ments to avoid bankruptcies.

uld Milburn
do the same?
And  what
sanctions
would be
open to ministers if stan-
dards of care or performance
levels fall off in a foundation
hospital?
The failure of Thatcher’s

. reforms, and public dis-

gruntlement at the state of
the NHS were major factors
in Tony Blair’s landslide vic-
tory in 1997.

Perhaps this is another rea-
son why the election-con-
scious Chancellor, having
allocated big, popular
increases.in health spending,
is sceptical about Milburn’s
attempts to implement poli-
cies that only a handful of
NHS managers have asked
for, and drag us ‘back to the
future’?
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Scottish
UNISON
demands
£5/hour

NHS

minimum

A pay revolt is growing among
low-paid support staff in
Scotland’s health services.

Following on the successful
strikes by Glasgow medical
secretaries and the subsequent
upgrading of most medical
secretaries throughout the
country, UNISON is launching
a campaign to raise the pay of
other admin and TR
clerical staff — and '
demanding a mini-
mum of at least £5
for hospital anciltary
workers.

A minimum of £5
per hour for ancillary
staff throughout
NHS Trusts in the
Lothians, rising
almost immediately to £5.20,
was secured by UNISON ear-
lier this year, and hailed as “the
best minimum wage deal any-
where in Britain”.

This landmark deal has been
followed by claims in Ayrshire,
and by five days of unofficial
strikes involving up to 600 staff
in Argyll and Clyde, which
brought management rapidly
to the negotiating table and a
deal bringing all staff up to a

minimum of £5 per hour from
the beginning of September.
For many low paid staff the
increase will be up to £20 per
week.

UNISON has proclaimed
these deals a “wake up call”
for managers throughout the
NHS in Scotland, and it is clear
that workers throughout these

pcngae: low-paid sectors

The union’s
Scottish regional
office is circulating
tandard forms to

assist admin and
clerical staff to demand
upgrading, and waging a cam-
paign for the upgrading of
NHS nursing staff in a major
offensive against low pay.

The example of the Scottish
strikes has also had an impact
south of the border, with
medical secretaries discover-
ing their industrial strength in
successful strikes and upgrad-
ing claims in a growing number
of cities across England.

VICTORY for Glasgow UNISON
hospital strikers!

Sodexho agrees
to NHS terms
and conditions

UNISON’s Sodexho members
at the Glasgow Royal Infirmary
are celebrating a wonderful
victory today after achieving
their objectives of £5 an hour
minimum, backdated, and a
guaranteed phased return to
NHS terms and conditions of
employment by no later than
April 2004.

Other major concessions
include sick pay (3months full
pay/ 3months half) improved
overtime rates, a new 20%
shift allowance and an extra
public holiday.

Members agreed to accept
the offer after a day in which
Sodexho management tabled
four offers: the fourth offer
was accepted at a jubilant mass
meeting, and the further
strike action due to take place
was suspended.

Carolyn Leckie, UNISON

Branch Secretary said,

“This was a sweeping victory
for Trade Union organisation.
We first submitted the claim
with a membership of less than
20. We balloted 222 and now
have 342 members, well over
90% density and many new
but now invaluable activists.

“This was a David and
Goliath battle between the
lowest paid workers and a
brutal multi-national who
pulled out all the stops to
defeat us. They failed.”

Frank Morgan, Sodexho
Stewards Convenor, was
ecstatic.

“We've been kept down,
exploited and bullied for profit
for too long. Now that we've
won, Sodexho will know they
won't get away with it ever
again.”

i




s we approach the
anniversary of
September 11, it is
inevitable that the US
war - drums will beat
louder against Iraq. At the same
time, this very process has made it
clear that Bush cannot count on the
same level of support either as he
himself had a year ago or as his
father had at the time of the Guif
War. )
- At home prominent Republicans
and generals have publicly opposed
going to war without further evi-
dence that Saddam threatens US
power directly. Of course their con-
cerns — for regional stability or for
military reasons — are not the same
as ours. But they weaken Bush.

Apart from Israel, Bush can rely
on no one in the Middle East.
Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Syria, Kuwait
Qatar, Iran and even Saudi Arabia’
are against him - as are both India
and Pakistan.

The leaders of these countries are
not worried one bit about the inno-
cent people who will suffer if there
is a war. They are however con-
cerned about there own positions of
power. They know that widespread
anger over the bombing in the

S Target for Sept 28 march

Break Blair
from Bush!

the continued massacre of the
Palestinian people.

The US administration is not
worried by the lack of enthusiasm
from most European leaders for
their plans. But they are concerned
about the growing anti-war feeling
in Britain.

ord Healey is not exactly

some one the anti-war

movement would expect

to have on side, but he

has clearly indicated his

concern that support for US unilat-

eralism over Iraq could not only

cost Blair his job but New Labour
the government.

Michael Cashman, likely to take
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probability eventually do the bid-
ding of the US. .

So we need to be pushing the
more basic arguments against inva-
sion of Irag, beyond these legalistic

‘points, if we are to keep as many of
these people as possible on board if
this turns out to be the situation we
are faced with. - ,

For the time being, the culmina-
tion of the¢thard work that anti-war
activists{across-the couniry. have
been woi*k_ing towards- over these
last few Iﬁﬁgms is 't have massive
demonstration on September 28 -

the majority are against the war.

One key in the campaign is to
bring on board the trade unions.
Billy Hayes, the Communication
Workers Union General Secretary
will be speaking at the demonstra-
tion. The CWU are sending
coaches from across the country.
Mick Rix from ASLEF has also
been a high profile opponent of any
attack on Iraq.

he Stop the War coali-

tion is backed by grow-

ing number of trade

unions, but we need

local branches to affili-
ate and to bring their banners to the
march.

This is vital as we head towards
TUC and Labour Party confer-
ences. Trades unionists are against
the war — but their money is going
to a party whose leaders are hell
bent on bombing.

We need to make a stand — or
should we say a march?

If we can get over a hundred thou-
sand people, socialists, trade union-
ists, peace campaigners, anti-capi-
talists and the Muslim community,
then we can make a real difference.
The louder our voice is, the
stronger we are.

This war is not in our name. It is
to be waged in the name of the free
market — freedom to pillage and
plunder and freedom to exploit the

to show our “so called-eaders” that

over as Leader of the European
Group of Labour MPs any day now
and promoted precisely as a Blairite
clone, is another unlikely doubter.
He, too, is clearly worried — that
anti-war sentiment in the Labour
Party could lead to a new rise of the
left.

Openly the US says they will go it
alone if necessary — and may be in
the end Bush would take that step.

Blair, is facing home-grown pres-
sure is a real worry.

There is no doubt that the phone
at number ten has been ringing off

the hook — with Bush making sure -

that Blair is on board in his cru-
sade. Blair has responded by mak-
ing clear that he agrees that “inac-
tion” is “not an option”.

Keeping up the pressure is vital if
we are to have any chance of break-
ing Blair from Bush. Of course we

won’t get Blair to oppose the US
bombings. But we want to make it
as difficult as possible for New
Labour to actively join in his mur-
derous plans.

f course we need to
beware of the argu-
ments that some people
are using in these
debates. But at this
point we want to march and organ-

ise with anyone who opposes the
war — for whatever reason.

The Daily Mirror, for example, has
been useful in convincing people to
criticise Blair and Bush’s plans —
but it does so on the basis that there
is no UN mandate to wage war
against Iraq.

But if this changes, and Bush is
forced to go to the UN, we can have

no doubt that he will get the sup-

port he wants. The UN will in all

mass majority of the world’s popu-
lation.
This is not just about opposing

the bombing of Iraq — this is about

opposing the system that caused
war in the first place.

@ The Don’t Attack Iraq petition
is now on-line at
www.stopwar.org.uk

@ If you need stickers, badges,
posters or leaflets call Husniye,
Lucy or Paul on 0795 123 5915.

But the fact that his key ally, Tony

Why we’re joining
the resistance

IN A NEW venture, arising from a new spirit of
cooperation and unity on the left, we are about
to launch a new monthly newspaper. As a result,
This will be the last issue of Socialist Outlook to
appear in its current form.

The new paper will bring together the
International Socialist Group, which has pro-
duced Socialist Outlook as a newspaper since
1991, along with the Socialist Solidarity Network,
and a number of independent marxists, who will
work with us to sponsor, write for, sell and help
finance its production. An editorial board will be
elected to ensure that the widest cross-section
of supporters are directly involved in the pro-
cess.

The working title for the new paper is
Resistance: but the final decision will be taken on
September 8. What is already agreed is that the
first issue will be out in time for the anti-war
demonstration on September 28.

Internationalism will be a central core of the
new paper. Today the US war drums against Iraq
are beating ever louder while the massacre and
oppression of the Palestinian people by the
Zionist state continues. Despite the growing
pressure against war on lraq, Blair continues his
sycophantic relationship with Bush — and contin-
ues to drive forward neo-liberalism at home and

abroad.

In this context our task is not just to unite and
reach out to the widest audience on the British
left, but seek new ways to link up with radical
movements developing on the world stage. One
year on from September | I, US imperialism has
certainly not succeeded in one of its key war
aims — to silence the voices of dissent expressed
in the anti-globalisation movement. In many ways
that movement is stronger today than it was 12
months ago — though clearly in the US itself the
reactionary government offensive did weaken it
initially.

But in other parts of the globe, resistance to
the war in Afghanistan and to the overall war
drive has been fully incorporated into the aims of
Global Justice movement. _

Thousands of new young activists have come
onto the streets in solidarity with the Palestinian
people, in opposition to privatisation and poverty
~ like the 40,000 who have been demonstrating
in South Africa as we go to press.

At the same time as the Global Justice move-
ment and anti-war movements are mobilising
against the increasing inequalities meted out by

-governments and corporations to the millions of

working poor across the globe, new political for-
mations are being created and strengthening:

o

they are a response to the fact that today social

democratic parties and governments not only fail -

to resist this drive for ever more profit, but often
lead the charge.

The growth of the Socialist Alliance is part of
the same process that had led to the creation of
the Left Block in Portugal, or the Red Green
Alliance in Denmark or Rifoundazione
Comunista in [taly or the Scottish Socialist Party.

These new broad socialist parties are abso-
lutely essential tools in fighting for an alternati e
to the murderous system in which we live. This
understanding will be central to the creation of
Resistance.

The ISG, the SSN, and the many individual
socialists who are coming forward to sponsor
the new paper agree on this perspective. There

is both the opportunity and a need to organise
around these issues through the production of
such a newspaper. We will be putting our politi-
cal and organisational resources into Resistance
to help ensure that it is successful.

This does not mean that there are no disagree- -
ments amongst those launching this new paper.
We come from different traditions and different
experiences, so this is natural.

Such different experiences will only enrich our
work around the new paper, however, since we
share a common aim — to play an important and
constructive role in the reshaping of the left,
which is going on today in Britain and interna-
tionally, and which is reflected in the SSP and the
Socialist Alliance. -

The ISG, of course, will continue to fight for the
political ideas that define us as an organisation
and as the British Section of the Fourth
International.

We will produce Socialist Outlook in a new
format, with reduced frequency. We will main-
tain the ISG web site and continue to produce
leaflets and pamphlets in our own name.

At the same time we will be fighting to build
Resistance and working closely with all those
who support and sponsor it. We hope all
Socidlist Outlook readers will agree with us that
the launch of Resistance is an important step for-
ward, and will want to join us as readers and sup-
porters of the new paper.

I See subscription form and laiunch
statement on page 5.
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-year pay deal for

council staff

Terry Smith

HALF a victory — or half a
sell-out? That's the question
to be answered in any verdict
on the pay offer to two mil-
lion local government work-
ers after the massive one-day
strike action across the coun-
try on July 17.

‘Half a victory’ might be
the view of those who focus
primarily on the fact that a
grudging, tight-fisted bunch
of employers were forced to
improve their “final” offer,
and concede an ACAS-bro-
kered deal which for the first
time will bring a minimum
wage of over £5 per hour for
the lowest-paid council staff.

They will of course still be
low paid, and the 3.5% offer
for other sections of staff
falls far short of the 6%
demanded by the unions as a
means of redressing the
long-term injustice of pay
levels that lag far behind
other comparable groups of
workers.

But a deal which would
raise the pay of up to 275,000
workers by around 50p per
hour - giving many of them
increases of £20 per week

over the 18 months to April .

2004 should not be brushed
aside as insignificant or an

outright defeat.  Their
increase over the 2-year deal
will be worth almost 11%,
while the increase for other
grades will be just over 3.5%
per year, compared with a
previous offer of 3%.
Already it seems that the
example of the militant
action by local government
staff and the achievement of
the £5 minimum has helped
to encourage at least one
other group of public sector
workers — Scottish hospital
ancillary staff - to take
action on similar demands.
But however positive it
may be for strike action
finally to show some positive
results, the outcome is still

_half a sell-out.

The strength of the turn-
out and the mood of the
strikers showed that the
three main unions UNISON,
GMB and TGWU have the
potential to force a signifi-
cantly better deal than the
phased 2-year 7.7% settle-
ment. Another day of strike
action had been planned for
August, and many branches
were convinced they would
deliver as strong or even
stronger support that day
than on July 17.

Squeeze

The old motto “when you:

know you’ve got the employ-
ers by the vitals, just
squeeze” suggests that had
union national officials kept
their nerve they might have
forced more money out of
the council bosses.

Instead they suspended the
action for six weeks, while a
“consultation” process takes
place: these six weeks (con-
cluding on September 16)
will allow tempers to cool
and make it more difficult to
crank up any further rounds
of action - even if a majority
view in the three unions
favours further action.

More waiting for
London weighting

London council staff have also
seen their demand for a major
increase in London weighting
shunted into the sidings of
negotiation, after four success-
ful days of strike action.

Julia Coleman, chief trade
union side negotiator and UNI-
SON regional head of local
government, has confirmed
she wrote to the employers
early in August seeking a posi-
tive response to the London
weighting claim, which was
lodged over a year ago.

The Association of London
Government, which negotiates
on behalf of all 33 London
councils, has agreed to meet to

discuss the claim on September
12.

UNISON, with 55,000
London local government
members, is the biggest of the
local government unions, but
has been pursuing the claim
jointly with the GMB and
TGWU. Council staff receive
just £1,407 weighting in outer
London and £2,674 in inner
London.

The high cost of living in
London, Europe’s most expen-
sive city to live in, is a serious
problem. Keeworkers such as
dinner ladies, street cleaners
and classroom assistants, many
of whom barely make £9,000 a

year, are being forced out of
the capital due to the cost of
accommodation and transport.

The unions point out that the
Metropolitan Police, which
increased its London Weighting -
to £6,000 a year plus free
travel on public transport
within the M25, has managed
to stem its recruitment crisis as
aresult.

A joint union meeting on
August 21 warned that if the
talks with the ALG do not yield
quick and positive results they
will call further stoppages, and
step up efforts to disrupt the
work of councils while protect-
ing the general public.

That is no accident: union

officials knew it would hap-
pen. It is hard to avoid the
view that they were desper-
ate to get off the hook, and
find a pretext to settle with
the employers: when the
chips were down, it was the
union bureaucracy that
blinked first.

Some UNISON officers
have been quick to argue
that there is no guarantee
that more strikes could
deliver a better offer. But
they will have their fingers
crossed that this view is not
put to the test.

Indeed the biggest obstacle
to further improving the deal
by renewed action is that fact
that national union bureau-
crats have gone on record
promoting the current deal,
and would therefore have lit-
tle credibility leading a
renewed charge.

UNISON is also stressing
the significance of the new
Commission on Local
Government Pay, the estab-
lishment of which is
included as part of the set-
tlement, and which may
offer a platform for raising a
whole series of anomalies
and issues which otherwise
remain neglected. Workers
will need to be convinced
this will be more than a talk-
ing shop designed to take the
steam out of future pay
demands.

Opposition

It is hard to predict the out-
come of the consultation,
since the vocal opposition
seems to have come from the
“usual suspects” and much
of the membership of the
three unions is in areas
which have yet to declare a
view: the debate is no doubt
still raging at local level.

But whether or not the
fight is resumed in a hot
autumn, it is already clear
that local government staff,
in their biggest show of
strength since the 1970s have
at least managed to secure
some positive results which
are likely to form a building
block for other resistance
among the low paid.

Change at
the top

brings

real

prospect of
change In
the RMT

Greg Tucker

The thought of a leadership
team of Bob Crow and Pat
Sikorski has been a nightmare
haunting the RMT right wing
for some years. Despite two

" attempts by the leadership in

the last four years to ban him
from standing in any elections
Pat Sikorski has now suc-
ceeded in being elected as
Assistant General Secretary of
the union.

Whilst all sorts of questions
remain to be answered and the
balance of forces is by no
means resolved, it is clear that
the cirection of the uriion is

_ undergoing a significant shift.

At the political level this was
clear at the union’'s Annual
General Meeting, Taking a \ead
from Bob Crow, the confer-
ence agreed to cut its affiliation
to the Labour Party to a bare
minimum. It confirmed a
change in its sponsorship of
MPs — away from sponsoring
the constituency parties of a
group of MPs, many in the top
ranks of the government, who
have consistently refused to

* support union policy — towards

supporting the campaigning
activities of another group of
MPs who have the temerity to
actually agree with what the
union stands for.

But significantly the confer-
ence also agreed a resolution
to prepare rule changes to be
brought forward next year to
allow branches, regions or the
executive nationally to finan-
cially support other “socialist”
organisations. »

At the industrial level, Pat has
taken responsibility for the
union’s main train operating
companies. The Arriva Trains
Northern strike continues —
still going strong after seven-
teen days. London
Underground workers are
being balloted over pay. And

. behind this campaign.

concrete moves are now being
taken to produce a strategy for
national pay bargaining.

Next month representatives
from every train operating
company are to be brought
together to discuss how the
union can unify all pay claims,
with common timetables and
linked claims, with the aim of
forcing the TOCs into one
national bargaining system.

Whilst such a campaign is
fraught with difficulties it is
clear already that — this time
around - the union leadership
is willing to fight for our
demands, and not just pay
them lip service.

In addition, plans by RMT
train crew for action over
safety issues have moved for-

ward dramatically. Over the
last five years there has been a
consistent battle over the
safety Rule Book laid down by
the Railtrack safety division,
now officially independent as
“Railway Safety”.

Having succeeded in dimin-
ishing the safety role of train
guards, Railway Safety was
forced to review its actions
under threat of strike action
last year.

A review of RMT proposals
by a truly independent group
of safety consultants has con-
firmed the union’s position that

- the majority of the Rules

changed should be restored to
their original form. But now
Railway Safety has reneged on
its promise to abide by the
results of the review.

The RMT is calling on every
TOC to support the union in
demanding Railway Safety hon-
our its commitment. Failure to
do so will lead to ballots for
industrial action leading to the
prospect of a national train
crew strike in late autumn.

Under new leadership the
union is throwing its full weight




A new paper
on the left

International Socialist Group
Socialist Solidarity Network

Why we’'re
launching
a new
paper

The International Socialist
Group and the Socialist
Solidarity Network, along

" with individual sponsors, are

taking the initiative to
launch a new paper -
Resistance*.

We think this is necessary
to express and build support
for a distinct political posi-
tion which, despite differ-
ences among us on sec-
ondary issues, we share. We
want to deepen the fight for a
broad socialist party in
England on the model of, for
example, the SSP in
Scotland and the Party of
Communist Refoundation in
Italy.

We want to strengthen the
fight for inclusive, creative
and forward looking Marxist
politics on the British left.
We will do this in the
Socialist  Alliance, the
SSP, the anti-globalisation
movement, the movements
of the oppressed and the
labour movement generally.

In taking this step, we base
ourselves on the following
positions:-

1) World capitalism has
moved into a major new
recession, which is exposing
the contradictions of mod-
ern capitalism ever more bla-
tantly. This recession will
bring hardship and despair
to millions who see their sav-
ings and pensions disappear
or substantially reduced — so
much so that even George
Bush speaks of the danger of
the American people “losing
faith in our free enterprise
system!”

2) This crisis is impacting
on the third world through
mass poverty and austerity,

and in the worst of cases
mass starvation. More than
ever, the role of the transna-
tional corporations and the
institutions of imperialism
like the WTO, the World
Bank and the IMF is being
exposed — leading to an
explosion of support for the
anti-neoliberal globalisation
movement, which has sur-
vived the impact of
September 11.

To environmental destruc-
tion, mass poverty and
unemployment is now added
the constant danger — and
daily practice — of imperialist
militarism, already impact-
ing on Afghanistan,
Colombia and other coun-
tries, showing itself in the
escalation of Israeli barbarity
against the Palestinian peo-
ple, and most likely leading
soon to a massive assault on
Iraq.

3) This new crisis of world
capitalism, together with the
collapse of Stalinism, and
the abject capitulation of
social democracy worldwide,
exemplified by Blairism in
Britain, has created a new
space for left and socialist
alternatives.

But this is happening in a
period when the labour
movement internationally is
still on the defensive, and
when rebuilding the labour
movement and social move-
ments of the oppressed, and
the traditions of mass soli-
darity and resistance is still
ongoing.

4) We see the movement
against neoliberal globalisa-
tion as a key instrument for
helping resolve the crisis of
the labour and social move-
ments. We want to learn
from its refreshing
dynamism, creative ways of
organising and spirit of
renewal.

Within this grovement it is
crucial to fight for socialist,

anti-capitalist perspectives

and against those which see
the possibility . of a

‘reformed’, ‘humane’ capital-
ism.

5) For us a crucial aspect of
that is the fight to build
broad socialist parties, exem-
plified by the Scottish
Socialist Party and
Communist Refoundation in
Italy, which can begin to act
as a political alternative for
at least a section of the
masses.

We do not believe that
existing far left organisa-
tions, even the largest of
them, are politically broad
enough or have enough
organisational strength, to
play this role on their own —
although they have a vital
role to play in bringing new
socialist parties into exis-
tence and leading them.

We note, for example, that
the French LCR, even after
its electoral success in the
presidential elections,
launched an appeal for a
broad anti-capitalist forma-
tion, which could become a
new broad socialist party. We
think this is the right way
forward.

In the existing crisis, reac-
tionary as well as left-wing
alternatives are being force-
fully advanced, as exempli-
fied by the successes of the
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Sign up for the new paper!

: If you agree with the principles outlined in the statement, why not subscribe to the new paper, and
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A new mood of resistance is already taking shape in the unions

far right in elections in
France, Holland and else-
where. The far left is in a
race with racist reaction for
‘mass allegiance, as the politi-
cal centre collapses or goes
into crisis.

The formation of broad
socialist parties able to inter-
vene in elections and
beyond, and posing a credi-
ble alternative, is crucial to
stopping the advance of the
far right. It would be irre-
sponsible not to fight for a
broad socialist alternative in
the face of this danger.

We will seek to
promote:

B A creative, inclusive and
forward-looking Marxism,
which implies a willingness
to reach out to, learn from,
and engage in a dialogue
with, those from other tradi-
tions as well as a wide range
of campaigns, movements
and activists who do not see
themselves as Marxist or
even socialist.

B The fight for the
Socialist Alliance to become
a broad socialist party when
the organisational and politi-
cal conditions for this are
ready. The precondition for

: make sure you receive every issue?

: We are offering a special introductory subscription rate 1 year for £10 (UK), £15 (Europe)
: or £20 (other overseas). For more details simply fill in this coupon, ticking the appropriate

this is activity to build the
Alliance and extend its polit-
ical scope.

B The building and
rebuilding of mass move-
ments of resistance to racism
and the war on asylum seek-
ers, the oppression of
women, lesbians and gay
men, and people with dis-
abilities. The vast majority
of the victims of this oppres-
sion. are working class;
building these movements
will strengthen and help
unify the working class
movement and the left
within it.

B The rebuilding of the
fighting strength of the
labour ~movement, and
within that the fight for class
struggle politics and democ-
racy in the unions.

B Socialist international-
ism, expressed through
deepening and consolidating
links with like-minded
socialists and movements in
Europe and beyond; and also
in the fight against the
witch-hunt of asylum seek-
ers, . and support for
Globalise Resistance and
other movements against
neo-liberal  globalisation,
and the Stop the War
Coalition.

box and send to us c/o PO Box 1109 London N4 2UU
: Please make cheques payable to RESISTANCE
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B Through these things
we want to help extend the
fight for inclusive and for-
ward-looking Marxism to
new layers of young people.

We think that the develop-
ment of more comradely
relations and collaboration
between different viewpoints
on the far left in Britain over
recent years is a major step
forward.

However we also
think within this framework,
sponsors of Resistance have
something distinctive to
contribute, which is why we
are launching the paper.

In addition to putting for-
ward our own political views
as outlined above, we will
actively seek to reflect and
give a platform to debates
within the left in Britain
within the pages of the

paper.

We believe that the politics

outlined here enjoy signifi-
cant support. If you agree
with us, we ask you to sup-
port us in this project.

*Resistance is a working title
for the new paper, a final deci-
sion on the name has yet to be
taken.
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Germany: Caravan for the Rights of
Refugees and Mlgrants 2002

War creates refugees'
Refugees do not
create war!

Asylum right is a
human right!

We are here
because you
destroy our
countries!

refugees, in

unity with

immigrants

and with all

persons
rejecting racism and for
human progress, call on you
to:

Join the Caravan Tour
2002, August 17 (Bremen) —
September 21 (Berlin)

During the decisive phase
of the general elections in
Germany - which will
mainly be fought out to the
detriment of the refugees -
we will tour the Federal

Republic, just as we did in

1998.

Up till the eve of election
day the “Caravan Tour for
the Rights of Refugees and
Immigrants” will have
stopped over at more than 25
cities, towns and refugee
camps in all parts of
Germany.

Our aim is to strengthen
the cooperation with pro-
gressive forces, intensify the
cooperation ~ between
refugees’ organisations, and
to support the struggles of
the refugees.

Already —- since the first
drastic change to the right of
asylum in 1993 - less than
4% of all applicants are rec-
ognized while 95% and more
are rejected yearly. More
than 50,000 people are
deported every year.

Deportation is the
sharpest
expression of
state racism.

Asylum applicants are seg-
regated and isolated from
Germdn  society. Many
camps and hostels are situ-
ated in remote wooded areas
or on the outskirts of small
villages.

The residential restrictions
of - the so-called
“ReSidenzpﬂlcht” forbids us
to leave the local district. On
the'one hand the state attepts
to! make us invisible as
human beings, on the other
hand we are publicly
deplcted as a threat.

*With the Caravan Tour
2002 we will 'step into the
public and overcome our iso-
lation! ,

We are fighting against: |

B the criminal practice of *

deportation and the new pol-
icy of detention camps

I the horrible conditions
for us refugees in Germany

-and racist persecution

- racist propaganda in the
media and from politicians

We are fighting:

M for our rights as refugees
and migrants

B for those we left behind
in our home countries

B against war and destruc-
tion of our countries

We will not stand idly by
and watch as the right of asy-
lum is swept away by those
who have no respect for
human rights.

Join the the Caravan! For a
strong solidarity movement
for our rights!

Against human alienation,
against the destruction of
social relationships!

We urgently need dona-
tions! Bank account:

Initiative Grenzenlos;

Sparkasse Halle; Kto: 38 13

08 546; BL.Z: 800 537 62; key

word: Karawane

Asylum right is a
human right!

With the new “immigra-
tion law” the offensive
against us refugees has been
further intensified and the
last rest of a right to asylum
in this country abolished!
German economic interests
are the only criteria to decide
who is wanted here and who
is not!

B Social exclusion and iso-
lation and the criminal
deportation practice will
increase. Employment pro-
hibition, further reductions
of social assistance, and an
increased limitation of free
movement are just a few
points of this law which will
be used to deny us any per-
spective.

On a daily basis we are
humiliated by the incessant
racist police controls on the
streets and denied the right
to a normal and decent exis-
tence as human beings.

B All over the country so-
called transit camps mod-
elled on the infamous proto-
type projects in Oldenburg,
Braunschweig (Project X)
(Niedersachsen) and Ingel-
heim (Rheinland-Pfalz) are
being constructed where
thousands of refugees will be
detained until deportation.

Other than three meals a
day all social assistance is
denied. This atrocious pro-
gramme will affect the
majority of the appromi-
mately 250,000 refugees with
a “Duldung” status.

B The non-recognition of
asylum grounds after the
date of flight
{(Nachfluchtgriinde) is
intended 40 prevent our
political activities in exile.
The German state wants to
silence us and prevent us
from speaking out against

the repression in our home
countries and to deter us
from struggling for improve-
ment.

With the so-called “anti-
terrorism laws” passed in the
wake of September 11 our
political persecution —~ which
yesterday was the basis for
political asylum - can now
be defined as terrorist activi-
ties.

Politicians and media mis-
use us in that they redirect
the social discontentment
among the German popula-
tion against us. The fuel
racism in order to veil the
injust distribution of eco-
nomic wealth.

We are here
because you
destroy our
countries!

Many of our countries pos-
sess enormous wealth from
which tbe people however do
not benefit. The majority of
people live in absolute mis-
ery and suffer from poverty,
hunger, persecution, and
war.

M This is caused by cor-
rupt elites in our countries
who only serve their own
interests.

B This is caused by the
western multinational com-
panies who exploit our coun-
tries while refusing to make
appropriate payment.

P This is caused by the
-western governments who,
in cooperation with the gov-
ernments in our countries,
prevent any progressive,
socially, and economically
just development.

B This is caused by the

imperialist countries who -

push through their interest
in a military way, continuing
the devastation and destruc-
tion of our countries.

After September 2001, as
the imperialist “war against
terrorism” makes inroads
into Africa, Asia, the Middle
East and in Latin America
we see human lives in our

various home countries
becoming increasingly
worthless.

The previous caravan on the road

Repressive regimes all over
the world are using the US-
led war to silence critical
voices at home. Powerful

states like Britain and
Germany are following the
USA with their armed forces
into the hearts of our coun-
tries in an effort not to lose
out as the last resources of
the world are distributed.

This new war has no
respect for the sanctity of the
lives of the most oppressed
people, nor for human rights
in the poorest countries in
the world.

As we fled our various
countries to seek safety in a
foreign land, our hearts
remained with our beloved
ones who are at the centre of
the hard and daily struggles
to liberate our peoples.

We will never for a second
overlook let alone forget the
unspeakable suffering, tor-
ture and death which are the
direct results of the wars and
dictatorships perpetuated
and supported by the west-
€rn powers.

From the war in
Afghanistan to ‘Plan
Colombia’, the endless war
in the Middle East, the viola-
tion of human rights and
peoples struggles in Iran,
Turkey/Kurdistan, Peru,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Cameroun,
Nigeria, Togo and many coun-
tries more the end result is
refugees.

WAR CREATES
REFUGEES!
REFUGEES DO NOT
CREATE WAR!

We don’t have a choice but
to unite with refugees from
all nations, cultures, and lan-
guages and to fight for our
rights here and for our coun-
tries!

Anyone not rejecting injus-
tice today perpetuates injus-
tice and probably will be its
victim tomorrow!

Further Information:
email: mail @humanrights.de,
free2move@nadir.org, cara-
van.halle@gmx.net,
agif@gmx.de

Blunkett bid

to block

Lottery funds

Veronica Fagan
New-Labolir's attack:on-asy-
lum seekers took a new
turn over the summer with a
despicable attempt by
Culture Secretary Tessa
Jowell and Home Secretary,
David Blunkett to stop a lot-
tery grant going to the
National Coalition of Anti-
Deportation campaigns.

The campaign had been
awarded £336,261 over
three years to expand its
work. Nearly all new asylum
seekers are being dispersed

to the North East of England
and Scotland, where exist-
ing resources are limited.

The grant was to enable
NCADC to open and'staff-a
new office in the north-east
- most probably in
Middlesborough in
addition to their exist-
ing bases in
Birmingham,
Manchester and
London.

The organisation pro-
vides invaluable sup-
port to many individu-
als and families
threatened with depor-
tation. As Tony
Openshaw, NCADC's
north-west co-ordina-
tor explained:
“NCADC'’s website is
frequently the first port
of call when asylum-seekers
and deportees need advice.
Most of them contact us
through our website....".

As a result of the clearly
political intervention by the
government, further investi-
gations are now taking
place into the workings of
the campaign which are not
currently completed.

The issue was first brought
to Ministers attention
through the kind offices of
the Daily Mail, who ran a
story on August 10 under
the rubric

“Is this the barmiest lot-
tery handout of them all?”.
This followed a press
release from the Community
Fund outlining their latest
round of decisions on grant
applications. Rather than
treat the “report” with the
disdain it deserved, the
response of the Home
Office was to ask the
Community Fund to investi-
gate whether NCADC was
operating “within the law”.

The joint statement subse-
quently issues by Ms Jowell
and Mr Blunkett read:
“Funding organisations 1o
campaign is clearly accept-
able. However, organisa-
tions which engage in politi-
cal activities are not eligible
for lottery funding.”

Ms Jowell claimed that
she and Mr Blunkett had
not “intervened” but had
merely “raised questions”.
Then a Home Office
spokeswoman told the
press: “This organisation is
a political organisation in
our view.”

Probably the clearest
statement of New Labour’s
position came in an inter-
view by Tessa Jowell on

Radio 4’s World at One in
which she said

“There are two simple
questions. First, is lottery
money being used for politi-
cal purposes? Second, is
there any evidence this
organisation encourages
people to break the law?”

NCADC was first awarded
a lottery grant in 1998 and
has therefore been vetted
several times to check that
in complies with the regula-
tions which determine such
awards.

And despite their best
attempts, government
lawyers have not for example
been able to find any exam-
ples on the campaign’s web
site which they were able to
argue encouraged people to

break the law.

Even officials at the
Community Fund seemed
somewhat taken aback by
the heavy handed interven-
tion. Boni Sones, head of
public affairs at the Fund
said ministers had not
explained the precise nature
of their concerns or offered
new information.

“As far as we know they
[the coalition] have acted
within the law; but, if cir-
cumstances have changed,
then we need to know full
details.”

Ms Sones added: “Out of
21 grants, we gave at least
half to groups engaged in
lobbying. We gave money to
the National Osteoporosis
Society, and the health sec-
retary did not intervene.

We do not fund groups
that engage in political
activity, but there is a grey
line. A great number of
groups we fund lobby for
changes in the law - Esther
Rantzen’s ChildLine is one
of them, and they have just
received a grant.

Ms Sones also said that
voluntary sector organisa-
tions had specifically high-
lighted the needs of asylum-
seekers when the fund con-
sulted them on how to '
spend its money.

Blunkett and Jowell have
won themselves few friends
by their actions which were
so transparent in their
attempt to close down an
organisation that is fighting
for justice.

Despite this, campaigners
need to be on the alert in
case the Community Fund
investigation does result in
a further threat to this vital
organisation.







