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2 HOME NEWS

ON FRIDAY 23 May, Roisin
McAliskey, held for six months
in Holloway was released on
conditional bail to have her
~baby in Whittington Hospital,
north London.

She had been held pending an
extradition application by the Ger-
man authorities, on “strong suspi-
cion” of involvement in an IRA

bombing in Osnabruck, Germany.

The last minute decision to grant -

bail by a High Court judge came af-
ter McAliskey’s collapse.

Her baby daughter, Loinnir,
(meaning a ray of light that comes
from behind dark clouds) was born
on Monday May 26. |

On 2 June in the High Court,
Roisin McAliskey's lawyer Gareth
Pierce will again raise the issue of
bail for Roisin, who suffers from
chronic asthma and has experi-
enced serious health problems
throughout her pregnancy.

The hospital recommends she is
sent to another hospital for rest and

John Stevenson

THE NATIONAL conference
of the Communication
Workers Union took place in
the third week of May and
passed a number of impor-
tant resolutions.

Crucial among them was a call
for the scrapping of Labour's “Party
into Power” proposals — becoming
the first union conference to pass a
policy of outright opposition. |

Another significant victory con-
cerned the right of union delega-
tions to the TUC and Labour Party
Conference to decide policy on is-

sues where the CWU conference
has-made no decision.
This should mean that the un-

-jon’s executive will not be able to

impose policy and the union's dele-
gates will be accountable only to its
conference. | |
The Telecom section of the con-
ference expressed militant opposi-
tion to two key initiatives being
made by BT in respect of the work-
force. | | |
The company is dividing its op--
erations into “trading units” and is -
also proposing a new grading struc-
ture. Activists fear these proposals
will lead to performance-related

.

Seocialist Oudook

" Militant policies at CWU conference

pay and a worsening of terms and
conditions. |

Another motion expressed soli-
darity with the 31 sacked Critchley
Labels workers, and a mass demon-
stration is to be held at the com-
pany premises on June 25.

Recent executive elections also

saw important victories for the left

on the Telecom side.
Ex-General Secretary Alan John-
son may well be rather relieved he

s now a Labour MP - sadly he is

likely to have a more comfortable
time in the Parliamentary Labour

Party.

recuperation, and that her pros-

pects for recovering her health are

not good if this does not happen.

As we go to press, it is expected,
though, that the appeal will be lost
and that Roisin and Lionnir will
remain in Holloway for some time.

The German authorities clearly
oppose bail for Roisin on the
grounds that they “strongly sus-
pect” her and that they cannot as-
sess her health or the risk that she

‘might flee (as if she is in a condi-
tion to do so!)

The campaign for bail for Roisin
McAliskey continues. Write to:
His Excellency, The Ambassa-
dor, Dr Jurgen Oesterhelt, Em-
bassy of the Federal Republic,
23 Belgrave Square, London

SW1X 9AT, Fax: 0171 82
1435 |

Hard Labour gets

tough on unemployed

Paul McGowan

PROJECT Work, the Tories
workfare scheme is to be
ditched by Labour. Yet under
the new government, the un-
employed still face the choice of
working for peanuts or losing
their benefit. -
David Blunkett has promised to
keep and “improve” all aspects of
_ the delivery of the hated Job Seek-
ers Allowance. The jobless will be
increasingly subject to sanctions
through its provisions for refusing
to take menial, dangerous, low paid
work. |
Labour’s Welfare to Work pro-
gramme will ‘offer’ youth educa-
tion or training, a work trial with a
company, or a placement with an
environmental task force.
If the young jobless reject these

options they will also suffer benefit
cuts. Single parents are likely to
face similar treatment.

Labour would scrap the JSA ifit
were serious about providing op-
portunities for the unemployed.
The JSA limits the hours the job-
less can study. The lower rate of

JSA awarded to under 25s is barely

sufficient for them to buy food, let
alone pay for stamps or fares to in-
terviews. |

The JSA is designed to get-
claimants off the register — not into

work. Anybody can be penalised
for taking insufficient steps to look
for jobs under the legislation.
Through ‘directions’, Employ-
ment Service staff can demand
their clients do almost anything or

have their money stopped.
Many claimants are coerced
through the JSA into taking jobs
well below any de-

cent ‘'minimum
wage. However
Jobcentre vacan-

than those dis-
played in Employ-
ment agencies,
which the jobless
are increasingly
forced to visit in
compliance with
their Jobseekers
agreements.

The JSA enables
private agencies to
profit at the ex-
pense of the unem-
ployed and civil
servants.

" Tony  Blair
should be creating
jobs through im-
- proving public
- - services. Yet he is

cies often pay more

sacking firefighters, nurses and
teachers to keep within Tory
spending limits.

His ridiculous faith in private
enterprise is shown in Welfare to
Work. It will provide generous
handouts to bosses to take on the
young and long term unemployed.
The same companies that have
made vast profits by laying off
thousands will now be paid vast
sums to reemploy a few of them at
crap rates of pay.

Undermined
Labour’s adoption of the Tory
economic programme threatens to
undermine Welfare to Work. Blair
hopes it will take 250,000 youth off

_the dole, but if he can’t offer any
more money to colleges soon they

- will cut their places by the same

-amount next year.

- Labour seeks to pay for its
scheme through a windfall tax on
private utilities. Although we wel-

come taking a slice out of the prof-

its for the common good, why
shouldn’t we have all their profits -
which they have amassed over the

last few years charging us exorbi-
tant prices and making people re-
dundant.

After more than two decades of
mass unemployment, Blair's poli-
cies are no solution. Labour should
embark on a massive programme of
public works where those leaving
the dole are paid a decent wage, in-
stead of allowing the fat cats to milk
the jobless and welfare state.

The death of Project Work was
to a large extent due to workers and
the unemployed forcing the bosses
to boycott the slave labour scheme.
Socialists must struggle against
Labour's replacement and the JSA.
We need public sector jobs not pri-

Delight at NACAB
reinstatement victory

Steve Chivers

' GLEN Sutheriand, member of

the Manufacturing, Science
and Finance Union, has been

reinstated in his job after origi-
nally being sacked over the use

of a photocopier for private
purposes.
~ At the time of his dismissal he
had worked for the National As-
sociation of Citizens Advice Bu-
reaux (NACAB) for 19 years.
Most of the £12.48 worth of

photocopying was for his union =

and many of the members saw
the sacking as deliberately rid-
ding the organisation of a popu-
lar union activist. @

Members’ outrage turned into

action when the three one-day
strikes hit both NACAB’s London

HQ and Citizens Advice Bureaux
throughout the country.

An appeal panel convened in
April refused to overturn the
original decision but on May 23
an emergency meeting of
NACAB’s management commit-
tee reversed it and substituted

~ a final written warning.

Glen sees the surprise deci-
sion as a great victory for the
union. It was the first time that

- MSF members in NACAB had

ever taken any strike action.

Others joined the union spe-
cifically to participate in strike
action in his defence. The union
Is stronger than ever — maybe
management will think twice
about victimising anyone next
time.

-

Terry Conway

- MSF conference in Hove on
June 14-17, will be a rather
‘different affair than that
planned by the top table.
The centre piece of the confer-
ence was to have been to agree -
the plans they had, they thought,
stitched up with the leadership of
IPMS towards the supposed
launching of a new union.
This dream came to a timely
end at IMPS own conference last
month which failed to agree these

commission a survey on IMPS’s fu-
ture as an independent union.
While MSF General Secretary

Roger Lyons is still arguing that

reality is that the project is dead in
the water.

This will be an important boost
for the left. The campaign against

steam within MSF but has not
' been easy.

Federal

The first objection to the sup-
posedly new union was that the
“Heads of Agreement” put foward

to no such thing. Rather than a
fully integrated new organisation,
what was on offer was a federal
structure, which would do nothing
to strengthei workplace organisa-
tion and lead to a major reduction
in democratic accountability.

of IMPS stated at a briefing meet-
ing for his union members that

IMPS would not affiliate to CND.

“principles” but instead decided to

agreement can still be reached, the

these proposals has been gathering

by the two leaderships would lead

Bill Brett, the General Secretary

Principles get in the
way of MSF merger

Even if the annual conference of the
new union had voted to maintain
MSF's current affiliation, the pro-
posed IPMS sector would have the
right of veto — completely under-
mining the sovereignty of confer-

ence.

The role of regions, crucial in the
existing political structure of MSF
would be undermined. The execu-
tive would have had 72 members of
whom nine would be from the re-
gions — and three from Ireland.

‘Unwieldy

The bulk would be from the dif-
ferent “industrial” sectors — so re-
gional input would have been
almost non-existent. Such a large
executive would have completely
unwieldy, and real decisions taken
by a smaller sub-committee.

- MSF activists have a tough . |
enough time imposing any account-
ability on the Executive as it is —as
the current witch hunt against Joe
Bowers, who stood against Lyons in
the recent General Secretary elec-
tion, illustrates all too graphically. -

A further concentration of |
power in the hands of the centre
would make battles against such
outrages almost unwinnable.

IPMS members have given the lie
to the myth put forward by Lyons
that his train is unstoppable.

MSF conference needs to ensure
that while he is reeling from this
biow he is beaten back in other
ways — particularly in terms of his
determination to put his relation-
ship with the Labour front bench
before the interests of his mem-
bers.
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EDITORIAL 3

TONY Blair’s hectic round of
European summits has culmi-
nated in the Clinton smile-1n at
Downing Street.

Gushing with praise, every

leader from Kohl to Chirac to Clin-
ton has stood in line for the photo-
opportunity of the month. With
President Clinton taking his share
of reflected glory, Tony Blair has
shown that he is no rising star, he
has already arrived in the firma-
ment. Nothing succeeds like suc-
cess it seems.

Butis all the toadying justa de-

“sire to associate with success, or 1S

there substance to all the rhetoric
about ‘new generation politics?’

Is Tony Blair the first of a new
breed of leaders, steering a new
course for a new era in global poli-
tics, “celebrating enterprise with-
out excluding the poor”, as the
soundbite has 1t?

Dead centre

Or is it just a re-run of the
American ‘radical centre’ which

" also started energetically but soon

slid down the road into the inertia
and paralysis of Clinton’s current
‘dead centre’?

Blair’s own theme of the ‘radical
centre’, which is neither left nor
right but ‘new’, appeals greatly to
world leaders at a time when. they
increasingly confront resistance
from the people, especially from

the working class and the youth.

The current crisis of the welfare
systern, growing unemployment

“and social and environmental deg-

| job offers or training is

| situation where nearly

radation have led to a widely held

public perception that the fabric of

society and the planet itself are un-
der threat.

Blair also enters the stage at a
time when there is a realisation

among European politicians of a

growing disenchantment with the
European union, in particular the
single currency and its cost-
cutting convergence criteria.

The French elections, even
more than the British election bef-
ore it, was dominated by the single
currency. Resistance has been felt
directly in mainland Europe, in
the mass mobilisations and strikes

TONY Blair’s hypocrisy
knows no bounds. If he
wanted to assist single
mothers in getting a job
then he would put real re- -
sources into childcare provi-
sion. A few million pounds of
lottery money di-
verted into home-
work clubs is more
than a joke - it’s an
insult.

The fact that current
benefit rules exempt
single mothers with chil-
dren under |6 from any
obligation to consider

not what causes the

50 per cent of lone
mothers were living on

| less than £100 per week in 1994.

Britain has one of the lowest lev-

~els of child care provision in Europe

and one of the highest levels of un-

Andrew Wiard
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The media toasted the beautiful people. Nice suits, shame about the policies

directed against the effects of the
Maastricht process. This could
challenge and even derail the
bosses’ Europe. .

Blair’s theme for the Euro
summit, after agreeing to sign up
to the social chapter (as long as-it
doesn’t imply a raft of new legisla-

tion in favour of workers’ rights),

was the need for a “Peoples
Europe” that would tackle the is-
sue of unemployment and job crea-
tion.

It was a warning shot against the -

danger of politicians losing the
support and confidence of the peo-
ple of Europe for this most central
capitalist project. Withouta hintof
embarrassment he then proceeded
to crusade for “labour market flexi-
bility”, the effect of which will be
to drive down wages and increase
unemployment!

A proposed “jobs summit” will

Marches show solidarity with single parents

employment of single mothers.
Funny that...
~ While the detailed sanctions be-
hind the government proposals are
yet to fully emerge, the tie-in with
the “Welfare to Work” initiative
makes clear that the motivation is
cutting the benefits bill not giving
~women
choice. The
Job Seekers
“Allowance
has already
“disap-
peared” the
largest
number of
people since
the poll tax -
Labour will
continue with
- it and bring in
these new attacks too.
Apart from childcare, the other
main reason for the perilous situa-
tion of so many single parents in

- now be led by Blair and Clinton to-
gether. |
The pragmatic politics of the
‘radical centre’, which is paraded
as neither left nor right, but by
definition something of both, is
the strategy of the carrot and the
stick (like the donkey we are un-
likely to get much carrot — unless
there :tan unexpected new eco-
nomic boom).

Rich and poor

— Blair explained to en approving

Clinton that a fair society is one in
which the rich and tie poor can
benefit; “We can’t prosper as a na-
tion unless we prosper together”
he said. But then in almost the
same breath he insisted that “Pro-
gressive parties today are parties of
fiscal responsibility and prudence.
You do not do anything for any-
body by making a wreckage of the

Britain is down to that favourite
hero of Blair's — Margaret Thatcher
—and her policy of a “flexible la-
bour market”.

Woages have been driven down
while childcare and other essential
costs like housing and food go up,
reducing the possibility of being
able to afford to work.

Yet this is the direction in which
Blair wants to continue to steer
Britain — and take the rest of
Europe with him.

' The British Euromarchers had al-
ready raised slogans around the
rights of single parents as they

“wound their way though the north
before these latest attacks were an-
nounced. The Maastricht conver-
gence criteria will lead to a further
undermining of what few services
and what little childcare provmon
exists.

The marchers on the road and
their supporters in the cities and
towns they are passing through, are

‘economy.”

Blair and Brown seem to be-
lieve that they can square the circle
and avoid the issue of contradic-
tory class interests. They seem to

- believe that it really is possible to

celebrate free enterprise without

excluding the poor, and to main-

tain profits while carrying out
some social reforms.

While the Blair team has learnt
much from Clinton and his aides,
several of whom were sent over to
advise on slick political marketing,

they failed to learn the most impor-

tant lessons.

Clinton’s refusal to tax the rich
and take control of the banks, left
the government financially ham-
strung when it came to implement-
ing their major health reform,
which was a total failure.

The fiasco all but destroyed Hil-

lary Clinton's political credibility.

fighting against all forms of socual
exclusion. 4

We may be relatively few in
numbers, but we are tapping into a
mood that wants a different Europe
to that on offer from the bosses
and bankers. That mood led to the
Europe-wide strikes and demon-
strations against
the closure of
Renault-
Vilvoorde, and
to the defeat of
Chirac’s right
wing govern-
ment in France.

Here in Brit-
ain notonly
have we won
the support of
many labour
movement or- |
ganisations and interest —and
money — from many on the streets.
we have trodden: but TUC leader
John Monks has been put under

Bla1r° a dazzllng star — -or

Although the Workfare programme,
their second flagship policy, is cred-
ited with helping to create 4 million
new (mainly low-paid) jobs, this was
as much to do with a favourable trade-

cycle and five years of economic re-
covery. Speaking at No 10 the Presi-
dent was obliged to admit they had

done less well in preserving social co-

hesion and what he called a ‘social
safety-net’ for families. |

Far from it. Before the last US elec-
tion, Clinton dumped 60 years of
Dembdcratic Party adherence to the
welfare reforms of the 1930s by sign-
ing tough new regulations designed to
balance the budget and appease the
Republican right.

~ Welfare cuts
This was always going to happen.

In reality the massive cost-saving
transformation of welfare provision

- means cuts; placed-.in the context of a

Workfare scheme which created low
paid and part time jobs, resting on the
very low national minimum wage,ina
flexible, fast moving, deregulated la-
bour market, it means job insecurity
and more unemployment.

This is just what US ‘capitalism
needs: a socially controlled but flexi-
ble, low paid, labour force, which also

-~ undermines trade unionism and acts
as a downwards pressure on wages 1n

general.

Today many US workers are forced
to take two jobs in order to maintain
their living standards. Overall the
Clinton administration has succeeded
in shifting wealth from the poor to the
rich to such a degree that today the
gulf between them, in a nation which
has traditionally seen itself as the land
of opportunity, is greater than in any
other developed economy.

Here in Britain a tough fiscal pol-
icy, which excludes taxing the rich,
and aims to meet the Maastricht crite-
ria, will be achieved only at the cost of
the welfare state and at the expense of

‘the poorest sections of our society.

Frank Field is charged with reduc-
ing costs and terminating the welfare

“state as we know it. As even one of

Blair’s main cheerleaders, Will Hut-
ton of the Observer stated, “People -
here in Britain did not vote for this.”

enough under pressure to agree to
debate with us. |
Positive measures to support the
70 per cent of lone parents who are
dependent on benefits in Britain to-
day would focus on serious invest-
ment in childcare — and affordable .
quality, childcare that is available the
hours that parents need it
and 52 weeks of the year.
They would mean a com-
~mitment to a minimum
~wage and controlson
rents that would end the
poverty trap that so many
are caughtin.
- Such demands need to
be fought for across the
labour movement. The
slogans that have been
chanted by the Euro-
marchers wending their
way to Amsterdam will still be
needed after the Euro summit on
June 14: we intend to make sure they
are still heard. |




" . UNION CONFERENCES

~ Single Statu s
"UNISON must vote NO

Andrew Wiard

Fred Leplat

A NEW set of harmonised con-

ditions for both blue and white
collar council workers has been

negotiated by the TGWU,
GMB and UNISON. Although
the Single Status, as it is

‘known, is in principle to be wel-

comed, the deal that has been
eventually negotiated should

......

..............

.....
............

be rejected.

A conference of local govern-
ment UNISON branches on May
20 came close to doing this. The na-
tional leadership only obtained a
majority of 72,000, out of 700,000
votes cast, to recomend acceptance
of the Single Status in a ballot of
the membership. -

The main areas of concern are:
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Rank and file éupport for Hillingdon sirikors: but not from the NEC

Hillingdon strikers fight
on despite betrayal

Fred Leplat

UNISON’s National Executive
are responsible for a despicable
betrayal of a heroic dispute,
similar to that of the Liverpool
Dockers. Last year’s UNISON
conference in June gave a stand-
ing ovation to the Hillingdon
Hospital strikers after a moving
speech by General Secretary
Rodney Bickersfaffe.
Conference then unanimously

adopted a resolution instructing
the NEC to organise a series of

-. demonstrations and to spread the

dispute against the employer’s
company, Pall Mall.

Yet they called only one demon-
stration, a week-long vigil outside
the HQ of the parent company, and
the meeting of union reps in Pall
Mall was eventually convened in
December 1996.

However the most shameful epi-
sode was the acceptance by an NEC
sub-committee of a cash offer from
the employers, withouta ballot,and
without a vote at a strikers’ meet-
ing. . - -

The majority of the strikers did
reject the offer and have continued
their strike. UNISON members
and branches have increased their
financial support to sustain the
strikers since official backing and
strike pay has been stopped. Even
film maker Ken Loach has given

~ valuable support.

UNISON Regions have also
voted to make donations worth

£20,000, but these have béen

blocked by unelected regional sec-
retaries. Calls for the re-

instatement of official support to

the strike have attracted the largest
number of resolutions at this year’s
conference (along with the election

- of regional secretaries).

But most of these have been
ruled out of order by the Standing
Orders Committee, which judged

~ that only the NEC has jurisdiction

over industrial action!

Apologists for the NEC have ar- | |
gued that the strike could not win -

and it should be ended. However,
the truth is that it was run into the
ground by the NEC who failed to
organise the sort of campaign that
conference agreed to.

Since official backing was with-
drawn, figures released indicate

that Pall Mall barely broke even
last year and their parent company
is looking to sell it off. UNISON
could have shaken Pall Mall by or-
ganising a union recruitment cam-
pagn and submitting claims for a
minimum wage.

Alongside the Liverpool dock-
ers, the Hillingdon strikers are a
beacon for social justice in Britain
today. UNISON conference will
have an opportunity to vote a mo-
tion of censure on the NEC and at-
tempt to reverse the betrayal of the
strikers. | |

s -why

* Despite this being a national
agreement, employers will be able
to negotiate changes, in particular
special payments, at a local level.

* No additional finance is avail-
able, thus forcing councils to make
cuts in order to pay the deal;

* The reduction to 37 hours (36 |
in London) for manual workers

will not come into force until 1999,
and then on the basis of increased
productivity;

* A new national job evaluation
scheme will not be compulsory,

and according to the employers’

own briefing “ after reviews coun-
cils can move away from national
scales and grades”.

* The pay rise which is part of

the package is only 2.5 per cent on
average while the minium hourly

rate is £4, well below UNISON's

minimum wage claim of £4.42.
Opposition to the deal was led

by the Campaign for a Fighting

and Democratic Unison, who pro-
duced a special pamphlet, which
was snapped up by the delegates.
UNISON’s leadership will now
try and sell this deal as a “historic
offer” and will flood the member-

ship with publicity to convince

them to accept the offer. :
" But the CFDU is launching a

' campaign for a “No” vote, demand-
ing instead proper harmonisation

with a Single Status which would

' not lead to the break-up of national
negotiations and which would not

be financed by cuts or yet more in-
creases in productivity.

- Socialist Oudook

After the landslide

not words

Fred Leplat

UNISON'’s conference in
Brighton during the second
week of June will indicate the
mood of trade union activists
in the public sector after the
Labour’s landslide election
victory.

two main areas where UNISON or-
ganises, have suffered acutely during
|8 years of Tory government cuts
and privatisation. The defeat of the
Tories has been welcomed by all
those who dedicate their working
lives trying to deliver a public serv-
ice, and there is clear disappoint-
ment that Labour will not break
from Tory policies — instead sticking
to their cash limits for the next two
years.

Although the conference agenda
was finalised before the election,
there are some resolutions, inciud-
ing some from the NEC, calling on a
Labour government to rebuild pub-
lic services, introduce a minimum
wage and abolish Compulsory Com-
petetive Tendering. ‘

The mood of conference is likely
to be cautious and that there will be
little support for a direct confronta-
tion with Labour. Conference may
well reiterate a list of progressive
demands but fail to demand that the
NEC organises serious national
campaigns to achieve them.

UNISON does not need to re-
state its existing policies, such as
taking the privatised utilities back
into public control, abolishing the

Local government and health, the

"No sign of fight: Bickerstaffe

UNISON needs action,
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Private Finance Initiative and Com-
pulsory Competitive Tendering, or
for a minimum wage at £4.42 an
hour,

Conference delegates and activ-
ists back in the branches need
rather to ensure that UNISON
fights for its policies and that Labour
in government breaks from the
Tory economic targets.

The decision by NUT confer-
ence at Easter to organise a demon-
stration before the autumn budget

‘to call for further spending in educa-

~ tion should be welcomed and sup-

ported by other unions as the start
of a campaign to rebuild the welfare
state. | |

UNISON should demonstrate
alongside the NUT to demand extra
‘money for local government and
health services.

Civil Service unions: don’t let

them merge away our rights!

Darren Williams,
Branch Secretary
CPSA ONS Newp_ort
(personal capacity)
THE ISSUE of inter-union
merger dominated the recent
annual conferences of GPSA
and PTC who between them
represent the majority of civil
servants.

A merger would create a
275,000 strong super-union,
bringing together everyone from

low-paid clerical and support
grades to middle management. If

carried out democratically, with

an accountable leadership and a
strong role for branches this -
could create a force capable of
challenging management and -
the new Labour government.

A stronger union presence in
the civil service has never been
more sorely needed: civil ser-
vants like all public sector work-
ers have been hard hit by the
break up of national bargaining
on pay and conditions and by the
continuing freeze on the pay bill.

A single union for most staft

' might at least make industrial

action easier to organise and
more effective. |
The right wing bureaucrats
who tun both unions are at-
tempting to hijack the merger
process for their own ends, how-
ever. Disregarding detailed reso-
lutions passed at the 1996

" conferences, they have drawn up
a draft rule book which is calcu-

lated to strengthen their own po-

| sition and minimise internal

democracy.

Among the most blatant of the
proposals are to hold confer-
ences and National Executive
Elections only biennially, and to
use more frequent referenda on
policy issues rather than making
decisions at conference.

This latter tactic has already
served the bureaucrats well. An

~ all-members postal hallot on the

key proposals in this draft rule
hook was carried out immediate-
ly after Christmas with no warn-
ing — denying branches the |
chance to discuss the Issues in-
volved beforehand.

In a typically low turn out, the
members voted 5-1 in favour -
but with many clearly believing
this was a vote on the principle
on merger rather than on its
terms.

‘Ballot to come

'With the final merger ballot
due to he held later this year,

there is still everything to play

for. At this year’s annual confer-
ences the left in both unions
tried to force the leadership to
redraft the rule book while keep-
ing merger on track for the
scheduled deadline of January 1
1998. | |
Censure motions, rejecting
the proposed merger terms and
Insisting that the NECs return to
the principles agreed last year
were passed overwhelmingly but

it remains to be seen whether

the leaderships will be any more .

accountable in the year ahead
than in the last one.
In CPSA, the more politically

polarised of the two unions,

“the “Left Unity” grouping suf-
fered a considerable wipe out
in the annual NEC elections,
losing the three seats it previ-
ously held.

This emphasises the point
that the left can pass all the
conference motions it likes —
but as long as the right enjoys
unchallenged control of the
union apparatus, it will still
he able to treat the member-
ship with the same arrogant
contempt it has shown up to
now. o

To turn this situation
around, Left Unity must or-
ganise more consistently in-
stead of just once a year at

“election times. The right wing
won the elections by a rela-
tively narrow margin on a tum
out of only 25 per cent.

Left Unity needs to hecome
a democratic, campaigning
organisation built from the
bhottom up. In this way it
could win over a larger sec-
tion of the currently passive
membership by consistently

“demonstrating the link be-
tween union politics and the
real, bread and butter issues
that concern members.

If Left Unity - and the PTC
Jeft -do not begin to do this
as a matter of urgency, civil
service workers could soon
find themselves lumbered

- with a merged union which is
a byword for bureaucratic

‘privilege and political sell-

out.




Terry c°nway

"LYNNE KELLY was finally

able to have her abortion on
May 29, but the horrendous
way she was dragged through
the courts by her estranged
husband stands as a stark re-
minder of how fragile women’s
abortion rights are in Britain
today. |

OK, so the courts agreed that
Lynne had the right to decide un-
der the 1967 Act but this did not
stop a situation where the preg-
nancy has been forcibly extended
for weeks including by court rul-
ings. |

During these weeks, despite the

1967 Act, Lynne Kelly’s body has

not been her own. This is a bar-
baric state of affairs — and yet this
case is far from the first in Britain
in recent years where a man has
used to courts to try to prevent a

woman having an abortion.
Yet I heard no Labour MPs -

" not even Labour women MPs -

and no trade union leaders protest-

ing that something must be done
and quickly to prevent such situa-

tions every happening again.
While James Kelly eventually
backed down, it is impossible to
quantify the amount of distress his
actions have caused to Lynne. At
one point it seemed that she felt
unable to go through with the
abortion as she appeared to have
been told that she would have to go
through induced labour in order to
terminate the pregnancy.

In reporting the fact that the
abortion had taken place, The
Guardian (May 31) commented
“She was fourteen weeks pregnant.
The foetus had reached the limit
when a simple abortion was no

~ longer possible”.

Stalingrad O’'Neill

e oale e sl e
g TaaTae
........

Campaigners have welcomed Jack S
racist laws and restrictions introduced by the Tories.
Act goes on, with many still detained in British jails and camps for the
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This statementand others likeit
are a distortion of reality —and one
that puts many women who for
whatever reason have been unable
to get an early abortion through
needless agony. |

I know — because I had an abor-
tion at 22 weeks —and didn’tin the
end have to go through labour. My
nightmare started not when I dis-

‘Harsh reminder
~of the rights we

don’t yet have

nant and would have to be in-
duced. | |

I don’t think I can describe how
I felt. I knew that I didn’t want a
child then - but I did want chil-
dren in the future. I certainly
wasn’t able to face the prospect of
labour in that situation. |

I felt completely powerless. In
my silent panic I did nothing for

!z A change in the law would massively reduce

|

' the number of later abortions — abortions that
' no one, especially the woman having them —

' wants to be late.

e p—

covered I was pregnant but after a

day care clinic threw me out when
I was in bed waiting for a pre-med
because they didn’t have the appa-
ratus to deal with the fact thatI had
asthma - not something they had
bothered to ask me about in the six
weeks I had been waiting for an ap-
pointment. |

I was twelve weeks pregnant. I
had expected a simple operation. 1
had, it’s true baing acutely con-
scious of the changes my body was
going through since pretty much
day one of the pregnancy. But I had
no doubts about what I had de-

“cided — just a wish to get it over as

quickly as possible and get on with

my life.

These plans came to a sudden
full stop that day in the Liverpool
clinic. But worse was to come¢ as

when I approached my doctor to

try for a NHS abortion — where I
had been informed the necessary

equipment would be available - 1 -

was told that by the time I was
likely to get to the top of the wait-
ing list I would be 16 wecks preg-

‘weeks, not knowing where to turn.

I was fortunate in the end to mus-
ter the strength to talk with a
friend who worked as a volunteer

for an abortion counselling service

—and discovered that they did late
abortions without necessarily in-
sisting on inductions. o
They were not able to promise I
would not need to be induced.
That decision could only be made
on medical grounds when I actu-
ally had the operation and was de-
pendent both on the precise
development of the foetus and of
my body. -
However they were supportive
enough to give me back the self

confidence I had been robbed of in-

the previous weeks. I was lucky

a D&C rather than the horrors I
had feared.

The memories of those weeks
have come back to me very power-
fully as I have followed Lynne
Kelly’s tragedy.

My anger at the way I was
treated by a supposedly supportive

............
......

traw’s decision to scrap the “primary purpose” rule, one of the hattery of
But the fight for the repeal of the Asylum and Immigration
“crime” of seeking asylum. Among them

are 12 detainees at Birmingham’s Winson Green Prison, who have not taken food since May 5. A solidarity
picket outside the prison on May 17 showed that the fight goes on.
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charity must have been very ditfer-
ent from the way she has felt when
her anguish is at the hands of her
husband. I know what deep de-
spair I was thrown into — so when
Theresa Gorman said that Lynne
should just go ahead and have the
abortion my response was that
here spoke a woman who was un-
likely to have been in such a situa-
tion herself.

Right to choose
Most of all though Lynne

Kelly’s story strengthens even

more my determination to fight for
changes both in the law and in pro-
vision so that women do have the
right to choose whether or not to
have an abortion.

"The 1967 Act was a massive im-
provement on what went before —
but it doesn’t give us that right.
The National Abortion campaign

MORE “unthinkable” thoughts
are being dragged out of the
monetarist closet as New La-
bour goes to town on what the
Tories have left of the welfare
state. o

‘Education and Employment
Secretary David Blunkett had
reportedly toid Sir Ron Dearing
to ensure that his inquiry into
the funding of higher education
““thinks the unthinkable”, with
the probable resuit of propos-
als for a voucher scheme.

In well-trailed leaks to the
Blairite Guardian newspaper we
read that Labour is looking to-
wards Frank Field’s old idea of
“individual learning accounts”,
where a minimal state contribu-
tion of a voucher towards tui-
tion fees would be added to

" ents while their children were

s pushing for new legislation that

will really give women rights — al-
though probably only in the first
12 weeks of pregnancy. ~
The response to Lynne Kelly’s
story will hopefully strengthen

" that campaign, and ensure that leg-

islation is drafted in a way that
makes clear no man and no court
can interfere with a woman's
choice. "
Such a change would of course .
massively reduce the number of

" later abortions — abortions that no

one, especially the woman having
them - wants to be late.

It is vital that a massive cam-
paign is built up to push Labour
into supporting such a change: it
would be a huge step forward. At
the same time no concessions must
be made into making later abor-
tions harder than they than they
currently are. | -

'Does New Labour mean
vouchers for college?

savings built up by wealthy par-

at school.

‘Students from less than
wealthy families would face the
prospect of debts as high as
£20,000 hanging round their
necks on graduation. Nothing
could more clearly define a
two-tier education service.

Having abandoned the prin-
ciple of free higher education
funded collectively through
taxation, New Labour is revert-
ing to the brutal old system in
which the rich enjoy easy ac-
cess and many working class
youth are deterred by the heavy
costs and the uncertainty of
finding a job paying enough to
he able to repay the debt. |
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~ Field: the unspeakable in pursult
of the unthlnkable

Harry Sloan

MARGARET Thatcher may

have come for tea and a chat
with Tony Blair - to give him
an extra chance to annoy the
left and insult the unions — but
Labour’s most dogged Tory is
now a fixture in the new politi-
cal establishment, and much
more dangerous.

Frank Field is now ensconced as
Minister for Welfare Reform in the
new Labour government—perhaps
the only appointment that might
make his immediate superior, Har-

riet Harman, appear liberal, even

left wing by comparison.
Harman, after all, correctly de-

nounced the proposals of then So- -

cial Security Secretary Peter Lilley
for compulsory privatised pen-
sions as a “chilling prospect”.
What will chill many Labour vot-
ers is that Field, now her junior
minister, welcomed the Lilley plan,
and is best known for advocating
similar policies, based on the

measures introduced by Chile’s

brutal military dictatorship.
Favourite

Field has repeatedly been

praised by top Tories including
Thatcher herself, former Chancel-
‘lor Nigel Lawson, and arch-
Thatcherite David “Two Brains”
Willetts who describes him as
“many Conservatives’ favourite
Labour politician.” |

Three weeks after the May 1
election, the extreme right wing
Social Market Foundation pub-
lished a pamphlet Beyond the Wel-
fare State, which calls for the
dismantling of the welfare state
and the introduction of fee paying
into education and health care - a
pamphlet carrying acknowledge-
ments to Field and fellow Blairite
-Baroness Hollis. |

We are told that both of them -
as well as Peter Lilley — read the
draft and made comments. Its

author praises Field as a man who |

“discusses the effects of our social
security system on character more
deeply than any other British poli-
tician — except Peter Lilley”.

Tory “reforms”
Field has eagerly repaid each

compliment, offering fulsome:

praise of Thatcher, support to the
Tory market-style “reforms” of the
NHS, encouragement to the Tory
‘sell-oft of council housing, and en-
thusiastic backing to privatisation
as the road to what he sees as a
“people’s capitalism”.
Blair announced that Field’s
--qualification for government of-
‘fice was that he is “capable of

thinking the unthinkable”: so too
of course was Adolf Hitler.

- Behind the rat-like features,
Field is a vicious witch-hunter,
and a right wing religious zealot

with no shred of respect or com-

passion for working class people or

the labour movement.

Leave school at 14?

Among the “unthinkable” no-
tions he has served up - eagerly
purveyed by the Tory press — have
been theintroduction of a “flexible
school leaving age”, on the
grounds that schools are fallmg
many working class youth who “a
14 are ready for work”. ThlS
scarcely coincides with new La-
bour’s mantra of “education, edu-
cation, education”.

Field has also suggested that
married mothers should be al-
lowed to cash'in their child benefit,
using the “new found wealth” to

buy training or set up small busi-

nesses! |
Ten years ago Field suggested
that young people and the unem-
ployed should be given “training
accounts”, with which they could
buy their own training package.
This was too radical even for

Thatcher’s government to imple-

‘ment. Now he proposes to prlvause

student grants.
But the common factor is that

the radicalism is always directed

not against capitalism, for which
Field has a fawning respect verg-
ing on adulation, but against the
victims of capitalism, the working
class people exploited by business
and attacked by 18 years of Tory
government.

Field’s immediate target is to

carry through Peter Lilley’s plan

to scrap the State Earnings Re-
lated Pension Scheme (SERPS),
and funnel contributions into
private pension schemes.

But his influence as a dogged
proponent of privatisation and the
“tough love” notion of press gang-
ing the unemployed from the dole
into low-paid jobs will permeate
beyond his own department.

Far from being a “maverick” as
the press still label him, Field rep-

~ resents the brutal essence of New

Labour drawn out to its logical
conclusion. | <

- He 1s, to borrow Oscar Wilde’s
famous phrase on fox-hunting, the
unspeakable in pursuit of the un-

thinkable.

—Andrew Wiard

In a field of his own: Frank admires handiwork of Pinochet’s
dictatorship. Unfortunately he is no maverick.

Bloody horrors behind

Chile’s pensions fiasco

- John Llster

Frank Field’s book How to

~ Pay for the Future: Building a

Stakeholder’s Welfare draws
heavily on the model of the
Chilean economy. The archi-
tect of Chile’s pension re-
forms, Dr José Pinera, is one
‘of his heroes.

But what really happened in
Chile?

The reforms were introduced in

1981, after the Chilean trade union
and labour movement and all politi-
cal opposition had been ruthlessly
crushed by General Pinochet’s mili-
tary dictatorship.

Pinochet’s troops seized power
in September 1973, determined
from the outset to implement the
most ruthless and comprehensive

experiment in monetarist policy.

To clear the path for this the
constitution was suspended, con-
gress was dissolved and the elec-
toral register destroyed. All political
and trade union organisations were
declared illegal, political activity was
banned, civil liberties suspended;

War on single mothers

800,000 jobless single parents will be summoned to interviews
at Job Gentres in a new Labour offensive aimed at dragooning
them into low-paid jobs.

Under the new plans, each woman will be given a ‘“tailor-made
back to work plan”, drawn up by Joh Centre staff.

But in the ahsence of sufficient jobs paying decent rates, the en-
tire exercise seems to be another effort to intimidate women into
accepting insecure, part-time and low-paid employment, in order to

cut welfare spending.

Tony Blair has insisted that Labour does not yet plan to change
the rules which prevent single parents with children under 16 being
compelled to take johs hy threat of losiong henefit.

However Downing Street has admitted that Frank Field is examin-
ing ‘“‘new ideas”. The future looks hleak.

strict censorship and a curfew were
imposed.

Hundreds of thousands of people

who were suspected of member-
ship of left wing political organisa-
tions or linked with the previous

regime were killed, imprisoned, tor-

tured or driven into exile.

At least 30,000 were killed in the
first four years, with another 2,500
“disappeared”, and tens of thou-
sands passing through prisons and
concentration camps.

The architects of the economic

policies ushered ir on the bones of a

devastated workers’ movement

were dubbed the “Chicago boys”

after the Chicago school of mone-
tarist economics headed by Milton

Friedman, who visited Chile in 1975

to give personal supervision and
support to the “shock treatment”
being meted out.

Until mid 1982 when the econ-

- omy plunged into chaos and reces-

sion, the Chicago boys had
Pinochet’s complete support, and
‘he boasted in 1981 that “In this
country not a leaf moves unless |
move it.”
The Chicago boys worked ruth-

lessly to a rigid ideology: the free
market was to be the means

through which all relations had to be

mediated: Chile had to be forced

into the world market, regardless of

the cost in jobs and living standards.
The currency had to be stabilised,

and the public sector deficit slashed.

Privatisation was at the centre of
the agenda from the outset. At the
time of the coup there were 464
firms under state control: by June
1980 all but a few had been sold off
at bargain basement prices. Unem-
ployment doubled in a year.

Public welfare was virtually

‘wiped out. School spending was
slashed by 44% in five years, and

e
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- charges were introduced for pri-

mary and secondary school educa-
tion, with the result that 30% of
young Chileans were receiving no
education at all in 1978. Higher edu-

~ cation, too, was devastated, and the

expected growth of private universi-
ties never materialised. |
Those who benefited were of

~ course the super-rich. By 98] even

the US Embassy in Santiago re-

ported that Chile’s private sector

was “an oligopolistic market domi-

nated by six major conglomerates”,
two of which controlled over 50%

of the country’s private capital.

This was the Chile in which Frank
Field’s hero, a chosen Chicago boy
protégé of Pinochet, introduced his
pension reforms. Individual workers
were left to contribute themselves
to a private scheme, replacing the
old system in which the state and
the employers had contributed.

- Workers were offered the raght to

switch their accumulated savings in

the old state scheme into a private

alternative. '
Eight years later, lnequal:ty was

greater than ever in Chile. 44% of
the population was livifg in poverty.-

By 1991 a United Nations review
found that only 52% of the Chilean
workforce were paying in to
Pinera’s scheme. Many of these
would end up with “acquired bene-
fits less than the guarnateed mini-
mum”. But the private pension
schemes were coining in profits and
Ievymg extensive fees and commis-
sion.

Among the heaviest losers had

been workers forced into casual and

part-time employment and the self-

employed. = ‘
Predictably, a pensions policy

born out of monetarist dogma and

imposed by a ruthless dictatorship

has served further to exploit and
impoverish those on the lowest
wages, and to deepen social inequal-
ity. ‘
The question is why a Labour
politician should look with such af-

- fection on this excrescence of the
. Pinochet regime, and whether Tony

Blair will try to implement the same

'thi_ng here.
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Post-election syndrome
grips Labour left

Pete Firmin proposéls which would effectively

The Conference held by the abolish the right of CLPs and trade
Network of Socialist Cam- ~unions to influence party policy.
paign Groups on ‘A Socialist Pam "I'atloyv from the‘Labour
Strategy for Labour’ on Sat- y¥ermen s Action S-ommittes
urday 31st May was only at- pomted,out how the Labour.

. | . ~ women'’s conference was being

B tendtedfl:{‘ about 8bO l':leop le, carved out of any input into the dis-

most of them probably sup-

) cussion, and Maria Exall from ‘Keep
poﬂirs of one formation or the Link’ pointed to some of the
another.

lessons of the way in which the ‘La-

was a useful fallback |}
‘where this could not |
yet be won.

Alan Simpson and
Ken Livingstone in
the opening plenary, |
and Greg Tucker and
Tony Benn in closing
the conference
spoke of the wider
issues facing the Left

A well-attended workshop on
Labour, Europe and economic pol-
~ icy not only allowed for fuller analy-
sis, but also for discussion of an
internationalist, socialist alternative
and whether we should only op-
pose the convergence criteria or
the single currency as such. |
Links with other struggles were
“also highlighted, with speakers from -

- the Liverpool dockers and the -

This is an :ndlcatlon of the disar- Southwark coliege strike, both of bour into Power’ proposals were following the elgc- B
ray of the Labour Left about the whom also spoke of the need fora . overwhelmingly defeated at CWU tion victory, particu- e
way forward, campalgn around the repeal of the conference. ~larly how to e

Nevertheless, important issues
facing the Left both inside and out-
side the Labour Party were dis-
cussed. Key among these was the
question of economic policy and

While Ann Black from Labour
Reform argued the need to submit
amendments to the final ‘Action
Plan', and others saw some positive

campaign around key
issues without cut-
ting ourselves off
from those who

~ think Blair will de-

anti-union laws.

Issues
Workshops on a variety of other

the European single currency.

issues such as local government, ra-

cism, women, lesbian and gay rights |

aspects of the proposals, the major-
ity felt they should be rejected alto-

In the opening plenary both Alan
Simpson, secretary of the Socialist
Campaign Group of Labour MPs,
and Gill Lee, fresh from the British
leg of the Euromarch, spoke of the
importance of the Euromarch in
shifting the debate on Maastricht
and the single currency in the la-
bour movement. |

and the unions, showed beth the
range of issues which the left need

to take up within the Party and the
campaigns around which they need

to be involved.

‘The plenary on Defending Party |

Democracy produced a lively dis-
cussion on the tactics involved in
fighting the ‘Labour into Power'

Labour hands
over to bankers
New dogs
revert to old

tricks

Duncan Chapple

New Labour is copying the eco-
nomic policies of right wing
1980's US President Ronald
Reagan. Giving control over in-
terest rates to the Bank of Eng-
land encourages high rates. But
New Labour's sloppy attempts
at encouraging demand will
lead the bank to increase inter-
est rates. -

The ILabour government is
wrong to give up control of fiscal
policy. Even in today’s global
economy, national governments
have a significant room for ma-
noeuvre. The former Chancellor,
Kenneth Clarke, kept interest
rates lower than the bank of Eng-
land wanted.

Under capitalism lower interest

rates help people to spend and in-

vest. Higher interest rates encour-
- age saving and gambling on
currencies and shares. They put up

housing costs and slow down the

‘economy.

The Bank Of England 1S even
less likely to keep interest rates
down than the Tories. Physically
and politically, the bank is part of
- the speculative casino economy of
the City of London. Economically
it is cautious even by capitalist
standards. That’s why there has
been a real questioning of labour's
granting of bank independence by
Clarke and many economists.

New Labouris adapting the eco-

nomic policy known as monetar-
ism. Monetarism grew up in the
late 1960s and 1970s When prices
inflated rapidly.

The economic recession that
started then cut down the profits of

capitalists. In response, bosses put
up their prices in order to defend
their profits. Price rises led to
higher wage claims and to more

militant trade unions. The bosses

needed a way forward.

Monetarist
Monetarism was their answer.

Monetarists argued that inflation

was caused by too much money
chasing too few goods.

Bringing down the supply of

money would reduce inflation and
stabilise the economy. There are
two ways to do that: to reduce the
amount of money in existence, and
to take money out of circulation by
using high interest rates to dis-
courage inflation, imports, spend-

ing and investment. They led to

gether.
A more nuanced debate took

- place around the issue of whether
the Left should go for outright de-

feat of the proposals at conference
or attempt to get a decision de-
ferred for a year.

Many speakers felt that while we

should argue for rejection, delay

liver given time.

- Ken Livingstone
made clear that the
Campaign Group of
MPs has no intention |
of dissolving into a looser forma-
tion, and Tony Benn talked of the
need for the refounding of the La-
bour Party, incorporating environ-
mental groups, pensioners, peace

Stressmg Euromarch: Alan SImpson

campaigners as well as the trade un-
ions.
However, this was left rather ab-
act rather than spell out a strategy

for the Left.

“See how much better you can do without going to college? You’ve got a job,

you’'re working in the great outdoors ...

less demand and the deep reces-
sion of the early 1980s in Britain

and the US. :

New Labour's policy uses the
monetarist idea that high interest
rates keep down inflation by forc-
ing money out of circulation. La-
bour's top priority is low inflation -
not high

New Labour thinks the Tories
have let the economy grow too
much. Labour’s upcoming budget
will add a new twist to their nco-
liberal policies. It is possible that
tax allowances will be reduced, ex-

cise on fuel increased, mortgagere-

lief cut, and BT included in the
upcoming windfall tax.
These tax increases could give

The 1945 Labour government nationalised the Bank ot
England — as part of its effort to restore British capitalism.
From 1964 onwards Harold Wilson’s government, which

had denounced the *

Gnomes ot Zurich”, bowed to the

British and international bankers, scrapped his election
promises and devalued the pound. In 1976 Labour
Chancellor Denis Healey caved in to the International
Monetary Fund and imposed swingeing cuts on public
spending. Gordon Brown’s collapse is the quickest yet.

the government an extra £6 billion.

Unlike the classical monetarism of

Margaret Thatcher, Labour is
pledged to using much of this
money to slightly inflate the econ-
omy, by putting an extra 250,000
into cheap labour schemes.

Reagonomics

Labour faces the same problem
as Ronald Reagan’s inconsistent
experiment with monetarism. Rea-

gan aimed to cut both taxes and the

government deficit and bring
down inflation.

But the deficit could not be cut.

Income from taxes continued to
rise. The increases in government
spending provoked increases in in-
terest rates from-1982.

- It led to serious pressures on
borrowers and forced companies
into bankruptcy. It made central

banks much more powerful in
- forming state policy, to the extent
where the heads of the German and

US central banks are presented as
having more control over the econ-
omy than their governments!

It is quite possible that Labour
will face the same dilemmas. La-
bour must increase taxes if it fails

What more could you ask?”

to cut state spending Higher taxes

will mean less saving and more
money in circulation.

The Bank of England will raise in- -
terest rates in order to prevent infla-

tion. High interest rates will contract

the economy, increasing the budget
deficit still further.

The cycle can be temporarily
avoided by a basic attack on state
spending much more profound than
that considered by the Conservauve
government. |

Socialists argue for all banks, not
just the Bank of England, to be na-
tionalised and put under fully demo-
cratic control. Parliament's Treasury
Select Committee could be expanded
to include delegates elected by trades

‘unions, women's organisations, con-

sumer groups, the unemployed
groups combating homelessness, en-
vironmental bodies and every other
part of society. o

These elected representatives
should ensure banking works for full

"~ employment, invests in community

projects, develops fair trade with
countries in the East and the South
and serves the interests of working
people in this country and abroad.
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TNCs
rule
OK>?

B. Skanthakumar

The Multilateral Agreement
on Investment (MAIl) which is
being prepared by the Or-

- ganisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development
(OECD) will increase even fur-
ther the power and privileges
of trans-national corporations
(TNCs) by undermining na-
tional regulations.

The Ecologist magazine (Janu-
ary/February 1997) quotes World
Trade Organisation: Director-- |
General Renato Ruggiero boasting,
“We are writing the constitution of a
single global economy.” The MAI
would compel countries to treat
TNCs as favourably as domestic
companies without being subject to
commitments that had previously
bound them including the employ-
‘ment of local managers and
compulsory purchase of domestically
provided goods and services.

Many TNCs are attracted to coun-
_ tries through public subsidies, tax
holidays and the waiving of customs
duties.

In return some countries imposed
performance requirements on them

which included an obligation to meet

employment goals such as equal op-
portunities for women and
minorities, pay a living wage and re--
invest in the community.

These would be banned under the
MAI as anti-competitive.

Capital flight

Obligations to retain investments
within a country for a certain period
would also be barred allowing corpo-
rations to use even the threat of
- corporate flight to low wage areas to
undermine the bargaining power of
unions. ‘

- Standards to protect workers and
consumers are absent from the MAI
even the customary token mention
they receive in other trade and in-
vestment agreements hke NAFTA
and GATT. -

George Monbiot, writing in The
Guardian points out that the far-
“reaching nature of these provisions
reduce national parliaments to
rubber stamp bodies and the status
of elected representatives to that of
filing clerks.

So this is living in a democracy?
The decisions that matter are taken
by unknown, unelected and unac-

- countable bureaucrats and company
directors.

floors flagging E

By Geoff Lowe

THINGS are not going entlrely
to plan for Europe’s bourgeoi-
sie. After welcoming the victory
of Tony Blair as Britain’s man
most likely to enter the Euro-
pean single currency, the
wheels have come off the wagon
with the shock electoral victory
of Lionel Jospin®s Socialist

Party in France.

French President Jacques Chi-
rac’s gamble on calling elections a
year early back-fired spectacularly.

.The first roqund of voting
brought a foretaste of the disaster
pending for the right wing alliance,
and triggered the resignation of

Prime Minister Alain Juppé.

Chirac now faces five years as
President with the government
controlled by a leftwing alliance of
the Socialist Party, Communist
Party, Greens and smaller left or-

ganisations.

French capitalists certainly
seemed convinced that the left
could win: panic selling on the
stock-exchange with the inevitable
drop in the price of shares and
the response to the
likely formation of a Socialist
Party-led government elected on a
platform of cutting unemployment
and seeking a reinterpretation or
renegotratlon of the Maastricht

bonds was

Treaty

A v1ct0ry for the right depended
on them winning votes from the
far-right Front National, which
won 15 percent in the first round.
But that failed to materialise, not
least because the FN was itself di-

vided over election tactics.

FN leader Jean-Mat ie le Pen fa-
voured contesting the second
round where it is eligible to stand.
This will split the right wing vote
and gave extra seats to the left,
which has overturned the right

wing’s 200-seat majority.

However Le pen was not without
his critics. Former Gaullist Bruno
Megret, who scored 35 percent in
the first round, wanted the FN to
step down in favour of the tradi-
tional right-wing parties. But even
where the FN was not standing
ab-
stalned some even voted for the

many of their supporters

| _' left.

The elections are a clear rejec-
~tion of Juppé’s government’s at-
tempts to meet the Maastricht
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A wave of oppos:tlon to Maastncht austerity brings a wave of triumph from the grey man with red support

criteria for monetary union.

They reflect, at a Parliamentary
level, the massive campaigns by
French workers over the last few
years against attacks on living stan-
dards and the welfare state. |

Despite the undoubted commit-
ment to Maastricht by Juppe and
President Chirac the right-wing
government has been unable to im-

pose its policies. It has frequently
- had to retreat in the face of deter-

mined opposition.
The Socialist Party coalition has
had to partly reflect that hostility.

 SP leader Lionel Jospin has been

pushed into calling for a change in
the Maastricht criteria so that
monetary union is accompanied by
measures to reduce unemploy-
ment. The ‘social Europe’ envis-
aged by both the Socialists and the
Communist Party (which is openly
opposed to a single currency) is
profoundly at odds with the Europe
of the Mazastricht Treaty.

Indeed the left majority in the

National Assembly now depends

‘upon the backing of Communist

deputies, suggesting that Jospin
could be forced even further into

< A new Socialist Qutiook pamphlet setting out ail you need
- to know on the background to the Euro-marches and the
- flght against austerity in Europe.

* The bosses’ strateg:" for a single currency and a

* Why Maastrlcht Is drivmg a fresh offensive against

e = - |obs, living standards and welfare rights across Euroﬂe

* How workers are fighting back
* A socialist answer

All in easy-to-read A4 format, for just £1.20
inc postage from

Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109,
I.ondon N4 2UU

opposition to the EMU process.
If the left attempt to put their

policies into practice there would

be no chance whatsoever of France
being able to meet the criteria for
monetary union. |

Indeed, French opposition com-

bined with Chancellor Kohl’s cur- |
rent problems in Germany could

now call the possibility of Euro-
pean monetary union into question
Hence the hostility of the stock-
exchange to even the prospect of a
government of the left.

..........

If the left are the winners of the

‘election the second biggest winners

were undoubtedly the Front Na-
tional. Their average score of 15
percent was their best ever —and in
a number of seats thelr poll was
much higher.

The FN was the only clearly
anti-Maastricht party, which ex-
plains some of their support. They

- also attract support because of their

racism, which has been legitimised -

by the government’s adoption of
ever harsher measures against im-
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migrants. |

But the FN also attract support be-
cause in some towns where they have -
influence they do try to provide solu-
tions to the problems faced by workers
and small business people (so long as
they are white, of course).

Some of their highest scores, in
fact, were in areas with few immi-
grants where the main issues were un-
employment and the effects of the
government’s attempts to meet the
Maastricht criteria, rather than immi-
gration.

‘An incoming left government has
to face up to the problem of the FN.

It has to learn that there must beno -
compromise with the FN on racism
and immigration controls. Conces-
sions to le Pen only strengthen him.

However, the left has to take note
that many people vote FN as a protest
against government attacks on their
living standards and deterroratmg
conditions of life.

The left has to tackle these eco-

nomic and social issues if it is to halt
the rise of the FN.

Get the facts, from
around the world

International Viewpoint,

monthly publication of the

Fourth International,

carries all the background

information you cannot

find-in the bourgeois
press. IVP's normal
selling price is £2 per
month, but British

readers can subscribe

jointly to /VP and
Socialist Outlook for
just £30 per year.
Send your details

and a cheque payable to

Socialist Qutlook

to PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.
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Geoff Ryan
ACCORDING to the World

Economic Forum Britain now

has the strongest performing
economy in the European Un-
ion.
It attributes this to sweeping pri-
vatisation, deregulation and labour
flexibility. Other European econo-
mies are condemned for failing to
tackle a “growing welfare burden
and inflexible rules on hiring and
firing staff”. '
- These conclusions were rapidly
endorsed by Tony Blair. This was
hardly surprising since Labour’s
pre-election Business Manifesto
had said much the same thing.
Blair’s vision of European unity
involves fundamental attacks on
workers throughout Europe. A stiff
dose of British ‘flexibility’ is Blair’s
recipe for European workers.

European capitalists need to get
tougher on their workforce if a sin-
gle currency is ever to become a re-
ality. For Blair the main problem
- with the other European leaders 1s
that they have not yet been able to
inflict the sort of crushing defeat on
the working class that the Tories
managed to do in Britain. -

No doubt he will be able to pass
on plenty of tips on how to do this -
tips he has picked up during his
cosy chats with Margaret Thatcher.

He can also get plenty of advice
, from his newly appomted Mlmster

Blair’

S

Europe...
and ours

for European Competition, Sir
David Simon. As former head of BP
Simon knows all about how to deal
with Labour governments: during
the Wilson government in the
1960s BP continued to export oil to
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) despite it be-
ing illegal.

The new head of Gordon
Brown’s welfare “reform” task-
force is Martin Taylor, chief execu-

tive at Barclays Bank. He can also .

chip in a few ideas: Barclays was
one of the main props of the apart-
heid regime in South Africa, and is
busy making its own workforce
more “flexible” by axing up to
20,000 jobs..

Labour’s vision of Europe in-
volves more than a massive attack
on living standards and work-

AR
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spite the supposed liberalisation of

‘the ‘primary purpose’ rule, will re-
main thoroughly racist. Defence -

matters will continue to be decided
where they always have been — in
Washington.

Blair has made it very clear what

sort of Europe he wants: we have to
be equally clear in our policies.

As socialists we are opposed to
the Maastricht single currency cri-
teria, but for totally opposne rea-
sons to Blair.

Blair wants a Europe in ‘which -
workers’ living standards and

rights are reduced to the lowest pos-

For Blair the main problem with the other
European leaders is that they have not yet
been able to inflict the sort of crushing defeat

on the working class that the Tories managed
to do in Britain.

ers’rights throughout Europe. La-

“bour is as equally determined as the

Tories to maintain a Britush veto
over immigration and defence.
Under Blair Britain will remain
an island fortress within Fortress
Europe. Immigration policy, de-

sible common denominator. We ar-

gue the exact opposite.

We are not opposed, in the ab-
stract, to a commo: currency - the
question is in whose interest does it
operate?

Butwe need to take the argument

GORDON Brown’s “coura-

geous” decision to hand con-
-trol of interest rates over to

a quango headed by the
Bank of England is a crucial
preparatory step along the

‘road to European monetary
union. -

The rules of admission to EMU
include the establishment in each
member state of an independent
central bank, which can then be
made subordinate to a Euro-

‘quango, the European Central Bank.

In Britain, the Bank of England
has been controlled by the govern-
ment since Labour nationalised it in
1947. Brown's effort to step back
from control is a prelude to legisia-
tion which would be required to

establish its complete independence
if Labour goes for entry to the single

currency.

The European Bank will effec-
tively control the economies of
member states by dictating interest

Europe’s bankers flex muscles

rates and vettmg the various policies

implemented by governments.

its powers are reinforced by
sweeping powers for the EU to levy
massive fines on member states
which exceed agreed limits on pub-
lic sector spending and the level of

national debt.
The political crisis unleashed in
Germany by the Bundesbank’s clash

with Chancellor Helmut Kohl
gives a foretaste of the likely role
of the European Bank.

Kohl, the most eager propo-
nent of the single currency among
the major economies, was keen to
cut Germany’s burgeoning public
sector deficit without further aus-
terity measures: his finance |
minister obediently suggested re-
valuing the German gold reserves,
and using the extra cash as a one-
off boost to the budget.

The Bundesbank denounced
the manoeuvre, throwing a span-
ner in the works of the
convergence process, and trigger-
ing a crisis in Kohl’s fragile
governing coalition.

If Germany's right wing govern-
ment can be caught in such a
crisis, what hope would there be
for a socialist government seeking
to implement progressive policies
if a single currency is ever intro-
duced?

" mands from British employ-

:\._:1,‘_-3_.

much further After all, Why should
we Stop at a Common Currency?
Why not common rates of pay, com-

mon holiday entitlement, common

welfare benefits etc.?

This is an argument that is going
to become ever more important af-
ter the Euromarches are over. The

campaign against Maastricht can-
not stop there. We are totally op-
- posed to asingle currency without:

* common rates of pay for the
same job |
* the same holiday entitlement

* common social security bene-
fits "

* common pensions
* 3 common retirement age for
men and women

- * the same trade union .right_s"
throughout the EU.

All of these should be at the
highest existing levels.

This is a programme that not
only provides an alternative to
the pro-Maastricht position of
the TUC and Blair’s desire to re-
duce European workers to the
level of those in Britain.
~Italso provides a clear alterna-

. tive to the xenophobes of the

: Tory Party, and helps expose the
motives of the other European
govemments who have seen the
single currency as a way to level
down, not level up workers’
rights and living standards.

It will allow us to build on the

‘success of the Euromarches in

~ bringing workers throughout

- Europe together in common ac-
tions.

Chapter of evasions

- DURING the harsh years of

Tory rule, many union leaders
effectively gave up any hope
of fighting or winning de-

ers.

A growing sehool of thought
emerged within the TUC and
union bureaucracy which

-pinned the future hopes of the

British trade union movement
on developments in

- This was, we has-
ten to explain, noth-
ing to do with linking
up with the continued
militancy of the work-
ing classes across
Europe, or horrowing from the
fighting spirit of the French
lorry drivers and others who
have repeatedly flouted the la-
wand defied governments to
win their demands: no the TUC
focus was on the bureaucratic
intrigues of the European Par-
liament as the saviour of work-
ing class interests.

This was intensified when
first Thatcher and then Major
refused to sign the so-called
“Social Chapter”’, which gives
the EU a wafer-thin veneer of
concern for “social” issues
while driving forward towards
a single market and single

~currency designed to increase

competition and facilitate the

‘_ free movement of capital.

The same mythology has

been perpetuated with La-

bour’s immediate announce-

 ment that it will now signup
for the Social Chapter, which
~ offers a package of employ-

ment protection measures in- “

| eludmg a ceiling on workmg

hours, minimum
holidays and equal -
rights for part- .
timers, along with
improvements in
health & safety leg-
islation and the
right of an employee

to IOIII a trade union.

Obviously we in support of

these reforms.But with its pﬂor'

commitment to retain the Tory

“anti-union laws, which place

no requirement on employers
to recognise or negotiate with
unions, this is, like so many
New Labour policies, a hollow
gesture.

As the Renault workers have
found out, EU legislation does
not guarantee joh protection:
and as the German miners
showed, only class action can
heat hack the offensive of the
employers and EU govern-
ments.
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(Left) Jamie Stewart, an expert

~ collector in action. (Right)
Unemployment can strike in the least
expected sectlors.
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“If the words come out a
bit slow it’s because the

words are from the heart - |
haven’t revised any of this

speech.

The trouble with unem-
ployment is that it isn’t get-
ting enough coverage.
People are forgetting there’s
unemployment; they're for-
getting about us.

Way back in 1986 there
was a local pit where | live
and it closed down. | was
ahout etght at the time and )
took part in that march even
then.

We waiked all the way
from Blyth where I live to
Bedlington and the miners’
picnic, and then we saw Ar-
thur Scargill speak. | still re-
member the speech, and |
still remember somebody
holding a child up and the
child shouting “Please give
us me Daddy’s job back’.

| remember that, it’s stuck
with me for years.

We had no food during the
miners’ strike, we had no
coal to keep warm. We used
to buy off people selling it
round the doors or we used
to go to an opencast mine -
ne all used to club in no
matter what age and dig the
coal to keep warm.

Local schools used to
nand sandwiches and apples
Jut every day to eat because
twas really bad at the time
- and it’s just as bad now if
10t worse....”
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Passage

(Preston to

Birmingham)
Gill Lee, Alan Thornett

and Pete Firmin

The north west leg started from
Preston on Saturday May 17.

The marchers came together

the previous evening and was
addressed by Mike Hindley,
MEP. The marchers were a de-
termined group of people with 4
weeKs on the road in front of
them.

Some had marched before. Most,

however, were unemployed people,
committed to fighting unemploy-
ment and to defence of the welfare

~ state, but with no previous experi-

ence of such a campaign.

No one knew what 4 weeks on
the road would mean. In a church -

Pete Burnett, one of the’

~ marchers on the North East
leg, explained.to the public

meeting in Middlesbrough
some of the ways in which
social exclusion affects
people’s lives in Britain and

across Europe today.

Across Europe there are 20 mil-
lion out of work, 50 million are liv-
ing in poverty. We've seen the

reémergence of poverty on a mass
scale. That's what this march is
‘about.

For every job that's

lost a new job is created

but these are jobs with-
outrights. We have part
time jobs, jobs empty of
any content. They’re
jobs where people can
be expelled can be made
unemployed with no
notice at all.
A good example is
banking: 15000 jobs
have been lost in the last five years.
19000 jobs are going to be lost be-
tween now and the end of the cen-
tury.

‘But jobs in banking have actu-

ally increased - they're part time jobs

hall that night with rain battenng

on the roof, it was hard to imagine.
Preston Trades Council organ-

ised the send-off next morning

. from the spot in the centre of Pre-

ston where four Chartlsts were shot

- in 1842.

The marchers were addressed by

' the Trades Council and Audrey
Wise, MP for Preston, then they .

formed up with several local ban-
ners and delegations for a march
through the town. It was a modest
start, and the slogans were not yet
coming together, but we were on
‘the road. |

There were three towns that day

- Blackburn, Accrington and Burn-
ley. By the time we reached Burn-
ley, the slogans were in place:
“Jobs for all, that's our call
“ISA - No Way!
“Low Pay - No Way!

- they're zero'hour jobs - they're jobs

which specify a certain number of

hours a month where you can be
called ar an hour’s notice to do
these things so the person that
phones you about your overdraft or
your account - usually a woman - is
on performance related pay - she’s

- got to get money in or else she

losses her job.

More and more jobs in the civil
service have become jobs of this na-
ture where they have to achieve cer-

~ tain results.

They're on six monthly con-
tracts and their contracts will end
unless they achieve
these results their not
re-employed. this i1s-a
new world of labour -
 it’s very different from
- the world of our fa-
thers and grandfathers
of our mothers and
grandmothers. -
So amongst the peo-
ple most sorely af-
fected by these

developments are women because

most of the new developments in
the labour market affect women’s
jobs — the most insecure short term
jobs, after hours, usually sold on
the grounds that they are suitable

* the rates of pay for
~ jobs on offer.

~Groundswell joined

workers in Europeisa

. rocco, from Mali, from

“Asylum seekers here to stay,
Fortress Eufope no way!

- “Single parents have their
rights, we won't give up without a
fight!

“No more workfare, no more
schemes, we won't pay for the

R

bosses’ dreams!

Local activists marched with us

through the town centres and in
some cases between the towns.

The Lancashire Association of

Trades Councils did a fantastic job
organising this part of the route.
Everywhere there was a welcome

and a meeting or a social, varyingin
scale depending on the size of the

town or even village.

Our principal themes were un-

employment across Europe, the ef-

- fects of the single currency, and

opposition to the Job Seekers Al-

lowance. We occupied Job Centres

in Bury and Oldham, and made
protests about the
JSA, the treatment of
claimants, the pres-
sures on the staff and

In Greater Man-
chester, activists from’

the marches for 2

days, accompanied by their goat,
sporting placards: “Don't scape-
goat the unemployed” and “You

- must be kidding!” This mascot was

far from popular with Job Centre

- managers.

In Manchester, local activists
joined us for a lunchtime demo
through the city centre, and in the
evening we held a meeting and dis-
cussion with 350 supporters.

In Liverpool, several hundred

people marched, many of them

sacked Liverpool dockers who have

- supported the march from the start.

After a day in Birkenhead, with a
music festival in support of the

march in the afternoon, the march

moved on to Deesside where it oc-

cupied a Magnet showroom pro-

testing at the sacking of the Magnet
workers.

for busy women with children -
shelving in supermarkets and so
on.

And of course women are the

first ones that suffer from cuts in
‘benefits. | |
. Across Europe immigrant work-
ers - since 1985 we’ve had the

Schengen agreement which basi-
cally was an outline plan for immi-
gration policy to keep out
immigrants from Europe. Its real
intent and its real effect has been to-
cast a shadow over the lives of im-
migrants in Europe.
One in every seven

migrant, from Mo-

North Africa, from
various parts of Asia,
from Surinam and
various parts of Latin
America. -

- Some of them have
got papers — some of
them think they’'ve got

papers but haven't got adequate pa-
pers, some of them have no papers
at all - some of them had papers that
have been confiscated by unscru-
pulous employers.

Racism and 1mmigration laws

- cast a shadow across the lives of

In Chester on May 28, the
marchers tried to support the TUC
day of action (or more accurately,
inaction) for the unemployed, but
were obstructed by officers from
the city council.

In Wrexham, the march was Wel-
comed warmly by Labour Party
members, before demonstrating
through the town in defiance of a

500 year old by-law prohibiting

such protests. Our new slogan for
the march was “Freedom of speech
for Wrexham”

" Next were Crewe, the Potteries,
Stone, Stafford, and Cannock. In
Wolverhampton, we were wel-
comed at the Lucas factory by shop
stewards, members of the Trades
Council and the Indian Workers

“Association, before a march

through the town to a civic recep-
tion.

The Wolverhampton Unem-
ployed Centre did us
proud with hot food
and karaoke, while the
council held the publi-
¢ baths open late for
the marchers' all-

~ important shower.
~ From  Wolver-
hampton, we headed
| into Greater Birming-
ham for marches through local
town centres including a rally with

- the Sandwell NUT and Trades

Council, then back into Dudley for
another civic reception.

By the time the two marches
converged in Birmingham on May
31 the north west leg had over 20
marchers, whilst another 10 or so
had been with us at various umes
during the route.

Marchers included a member of
the National Executive of the Bak-
ers’ Union and 2 mternauonal
marchers. '

- We had taken the message about
unemployment, the welfare state
and Europe into over 30 towns and
several major cities and we were
looking forward to the march down
to London and across to Amster-
dam.

Fighting social exclusion

these millions of workers when
they cant actually take action, they
cant go on strike they cant fight for
their rights without drawing atten-
tion to themselves and inviting the

question “where are your papers’.
- Another case of what we mean by

social exclusion. :
Young people in Britain now
have virtually no rights at all. They
are being forced onto government
schemes, they are being deprived of

 benefits.

In many ways when you look at
the practice of the Tory govern-
ment and some of the
statements coming
from Labour politi-
cians a whole genera-
tion has become
criminalised. @
There’s a watch on
young people now -
there’s talk of impos-
~ ing curfews in certain
areas to get people off
the streets. |
Young people can be stopped in
the same way as migrants can be

stopped in Europe, asked where

they live, what their doing there.
- It’s the rise of a law and order so-

~ ciety.




A marcher’s diary

Legacy of |

Jarrow March
- still strong

Terry Conway

FOURDAYS canbealongtime
in politics. Certainly I may only
have been on the Jarrow to Am-
- sterdam march for its first four
days — but it seemed like at
least four years.

‘Nothing exists outside the world
of the march, and the comradeship

(

we developed on the road means

that I now have a whole bunch of
new friends I will treasure in the
months and years ahead.

The financial support and wel—

come we’ve had in the various

places we've marched through has
been strengthened by the fact that
we’re another march from Jarrow.
Unemployment has always been a
burning issue in the North East - 1
grew up with itand that’s why I was
determined to be on this leg....

My blisters may have healed but
the memories remain strong — en-
hanced by the fact that I got

through 3 rolls of film in four days..

I’m looking forward to reioining
the march in the next week as it ap-
proaches London, and deeply re-
gretting the fact that I will miss the
Amsterdam demonstration because
I’'m a delegate to my union confer-
ence which starts the same day.

‘Monday May 19

Assembled at 9am outside Jar-
row Town Hall. Jimmy McAuley,
one of the original Jarrow marchers
was there to see us off. Speakers at
the rally included Shirley Winter of
Magnet Support Group, Stephen
Hepburn MP for Jarrow and Andy
Robertson speaking for the march-
ers. Set off with contingents from
Magnetand South Tyneside Trades
Council and some supporters from
Jarrow as well as the permanent
marchers. -

The rally and beginning of the
march are filmed by the BBC for
their local news programme “Look
North” and local paper “The Jour-
nal” also give us coverage.

- The positive mood continued all
- day despite the toll on everyone's
feet of sixteen miles on tarmac - give
me a country stroll any day. Col-
lecting went well — “Spare some
change for the Jarrow marchers ”
seemed to work well as a line.

‘Tuesday May 20

Sleeping on a floor seems more

“uncomfortable now I’'m in my for-
- ties than it did in my exuberant
- youth.- Maybe not going to the pub
last night was a mistake and I would
~have slept better after a few drinks.
- Today’s challenge — other than get-
ting the joints moving - is that we
are going to be in Blair’s constitu-
ency of Sedgefield for a good part of
the day.
We are all a littde apprehensive
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Ready to march out of Middlesbrough
 that the reception here might be

less friendl\FIn fact we are wrong ~
we get a lot of support going
through places like Sacriston,
Whitton Gilbert and Spennymoor
and the collecting tins are pleas-
antly full. Maurice on the loud-
hailer explaining why we're
marching in French, Spanish and
Arabic also gets us noticed !

........
aTe

A warm reception, filling lunch

and lots of march posters at Bear-

park Arusts Co-op . On to Durham®

where we spent some time in Mar-
ket Square petitioning, collecting

etc. Much less friendly reception

but some support never the less.
Then to Bishop Auckland where
we are met by local Trades Council
and Labour party activists who
marched with us to the community
centre where we are staying . Din-
ner, then social they had organised

at Crook Cricket Club.

Wednesday May 21

Breakfast ata dlfferent Commu-
nity Centre. Most marchers went
back into Bishop Auckland to col-
lect, a few stayed behlnd to talk with

-USCrS.

Late mornirg marched from
Bishop to Shildon for our first

Civic reception. Welcomed by the

Deputy mayor as the Mayor was out
of town . Shildon was devastated by
the closure of the Railway work-
shops a few years ago — unemploy—
ment is high.

Onto outskirts of Darlington
where met by Magnet strikers for
march to picket line. Arrived at
picket line in time to ‘greet’ scabs
leaving on the day shift. Maurice,
our Moroccan camera man tried to
interview one of the scabs about
why he was a strike breaker.

The man grabbed him - and the
police responded by threatening to
arrest Maurice for swearing!

We are impressed by the strikers’
camp with its portacabins, brazier
and home built structures — and
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Jimmy McAuley: veteran of ongmal
Jarrow march, lent his support.

“even more by their determination
“to win this battle against the bosses
- and scabs.

Joined on the picket line by

' Harry Clarke. Harry had béen a 13
"year old schoolboy in Jarrow in

1936. He had left school that after-
noon and walked with the marchers
as far as Hebburn - getting into
trouble at school the next day. He’s
been a political activist every since.
On Monday he saw our march on
the TV and determined tocome and
join us! So here he is and will march
with us tomorrow. What a boost....

Went into Darlington for rally in -
- Market square, chaired by Jean
Buckle from the local Socialist

Campaign group. Speakers in-
cluded the local UCATT official,

Magnet striker Ian Crammond,
- Lynne Fawcett from the Magnet

support group, with Andy Robert-

son and Jamie Stewart on behalf of

the marchers.

By now its bitterly cold and de-
spite the rousing speeches we are all
relived to get off to a local church
hall for supper. Even better, we are
staying at the Darlington Arts cen-
tre which has beds, baths and show-
ers. What luxury! But the day is far

iy fhek SR AF O
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from over and
we’re off again -

.....................................

..........

.....

litde disconcerted by the fact that

_this time to a so-
~cial at the Navy -

Club organised

e=4 by the strikers,
<wead with a goodsing

g.
Thursday
May 22

Up at 6am for
- mass picket at

more arrogant
, than previous
night but we give

ception and re-
mind them that
“Magnet s going down and you’re
going down with them”. Delicious

 breakfast on picket line - I can’t re-

member when crumpets last tasted
so good.

We’re sorry to leave — and deter-
mined to do more to support Mag-
net both on the march and when we

song and danc-

the manager shook one of the
marcher’s hands!

-Started collecting in Town Cen-
tre but then Coneor was taken ill and
we had to call an ambulance. He’s

taken to hospital and John goes

with him. Concern about him -

- he’d been carrying the banner a

good deal of the day and it had been

- pretty hot — put the dampeners on

7am. Scabs even.

them a vocal re- -

got home. Strikers marched down

the road with us several miles on
our way to Stockton. Met by activ-
ists from the Welfare State Net-
work. Civic reception at Stockton

Town Hall, collected in town cen-

tre. |
On the way out of Stockton the

police tried to arrest Maurice! First

things a bit. -

Then to Town Hall for Civic re-
ception, met by more activists in-
cluding a student
grandfather had been one of the
original Jarrow marchers. She and
Harry Clarke had a lot to talk
about.

Marched to unemployed centre
where we are staying. Public Meet-
ing there with speakers included
Harry Clarke, Shirley Winter from
Magnet, Cathy Nugent from Wel-
fare State Network and Pete Bur-
nett representing the marchers.
Good meeting, though audience

‘smaller than we’d hoped. Hear that

Conor has been kept in overnight.

Friday May 23
A group of marchers go off to
visit Conor before breakfast. Not

~sure when he’ll be out or whether

he’ll be able to come back on the

- march.

they came up with astory that there -

was an escaped Group 4 prisoner
(yes another one!) answering to his

description — then it transpires
- woman had been annoyed by him

asking for money, so maybe that’s
why they came !

Policeman eventually backed

down and put S0p in collection!
Marched into Middlesbrough - oc-
cupied the Job Centre, but were a

Today I’m leaving to visit family

~and then back to work after the
- weekend. I don’t want to-go — al-

though the fact that I’ll get the train
to Newcastle with Harry who’s also

. going home makes it easier.

- He says he’ll be back, and Pm
looking forward to seeing every-
body again when they get to Lon-
don... Manage to take lots of photos
of every one together first. Wave
the march off on its trek out of
town... This has certainly been a
week to remember...

Help keep campaign
on the road!

A HUGE job of work has been done aiready to get the marchers
this far. But when you're on the road for days you don't need
the worry of wondering whether there will be enough money to
fill the minibus with petrol or to buy the next meal that isn't be-
ing provided - let alone to pay for the transport to Amsterdam.

We need to strain every last muscle to ensure that the march
gets to the Intergovernmental Conterence on June 14 - and that
the work of the campaign against unempioyment, job insecurity
and social exciusion can continue beyond this point.

We need donations however large or small you can manage.
Sponsor a marcher for a week — or for the whole thing. Organise a
collection in your work place. Set up a stail in your area and col-
lect signatures for the petition and money...

B Make cheques payabie to European Marches 1997 and send
to Glen Voris, c/o St Helens TUC Resource Centre, 21-31 Bar-

row St, St Helens WA10 1RD.

‘whose
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Simple
reasons to
back Euro-

‘march

e

lan Crammond,
sacked Magnet

worker

I'm often asked why | sup-
port this march to Europe
and why the Magnet work-
ers support it.

Well, | haven’t got a job and it’s
a march for the unemployed. .

I'm struggling with benefits and
it's a march in favour of decent
welfare provision.

| have a home, but there’s a lot
of people in this country don’t
have a home, and there’s a lot of
people across Europe don’t have a
home and they need to be helped
and supported and some of them
can’t fight for themselves.

It's not just in the North of Eng- |

land that people are being
deskilled — there are people in
Germany, France and Italy being
deskilled, too. They are fighting
against the same things as we are —
poor working conditions, poor
pay, attacks on benefits, and so on.

I'd like to welcome ali the

‘marchers here today. | think they
must be very brave.

They’ve got to have a lot of
stamina and | hope that at the end
of the march they're still there,
strong, happy, smiling....

| hope everyone is coming to
the social tonight and bringing lots
of money — because we need lots
of money both for the marchers
and for the Magnet strikers..

The marchers need money to

~ keep marching and get across to

Amsterdam and attend the Inter-

- governmental Summit on june 14,

Magnet strike attracts fresh scab v1olence

- Terry Conway

The nine-month strike at Mag-
net in Darlington has seen a |
level of intimidation which is
fortunately unusual in indus-
trial disputes in Britain.
The latest and most vicious in-
cident took place at 11.20 pm on
Sunday May 25 when a taxi-
minibus pulled up at the picket
line and seven hooded men car-

rying iron bars attacked the plck-

ets.
The six men in their fifties wtlo

were on picket duty at the time

- approached Magnet security to

¥

- cabin. One tried to pick up a gas

call police. It seems as if they

may well have delayed doing s,0

as the police took 15 minutes to
arrive when their normal re-
sponse time is five minutes.

In the meantime the thugs
smashed up much of the impres-
sive camp that the strikers had
constructed to make the long
hours challenging the scabs more
hearabie. *

They smashed up the portaloo
and overturned the brazier so
that it burnt down the porta-

canister and throw it into the
brazier to spread the hlaze fur-
ther but was unable to do so.
They were then able to escape in

- the waiting taxi before the police
arrived, leaving several strikers

Lynne Fawcett from the
Magnet Support Group
spoke at the rally to
welcome the Euromarchers
in Darlington . She had @

clear message for Tony

Blair...

“I WAS extremely proud to be
in Jarrow on Monday. My
grandfather actually walked
from Jarrow 100 years ago with
his family. He was about 9 or
10, and there were ten of them

| who walked down from Jarrow

to Darlington to live.

My great-grandfather had been
made a police sergeant here. It took
them a week to get here and they
were quite a lucky family because

‘he had a secure job and somewhere

to go and live and a roof over his
head.

~ A hundred years later nothmg
much has changed, has it? People

are still having to walk miles for

jobs, and they’re lucky if they can
find one....

The men of Magnet were sacked
for principles, and you people are
marching for principles, and I can
only support you totally.

I have three children of my own
in their 20s and I’m extremely

- lucky they are™&ll working. What

Magnet have done — I’'m terrified
the same thing could be done to my

~ son and my two daughters.

I’'m extremely grateful that my

-last child 1s female — not because

the hormonal monster is easier to
handle than bolshie boys - but be-

.....

cause at least she

- stands some chance of

getting some sort of
work. I’'m ashamed to
say that a sixteen year
old lad today in Dar-
lington doesn’t have a
cat in hell’s chance.

- Then they wonder
why the lads are all ab-
solutely demented. If
you give people pros-
pects and jobs they
usually turn round and
look after their own.
All we want is security.

-------

30
----------------
---------------

Why are quarter ofa Raising the banner of solidarity: Lynne Fawcett (nght)

million just wasting?

"These kids aren’t bad, there are

very few bad kids around. OK so
they drink and they’re up to all
sorts — we’ve all been up to all sorts

when we were younger. They’re no

more vicious than we were.

~ It’s just that when you were fif-
teen or sixteen you got a kick up the
backside, and you went out to work

and you earned the money — and

you went home proud and you gave
your mum some housekeeping, and
then you went out and spent your
money.

You became self-sufficient and
proud of yourself and got some self

respect and self esteem. -

And they wonder why these kids
between fifteen and sixteen have
nothing except drink, drugs, mis-
ery, poverty and absolutely no

- hope. It’s because we have actually

failed them We really haye.
'And now we've got rid of the To-
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ries, Tony Blair is not going to fail
us is he? I understood that he had
something like a 180 majority - now
if my sums are right that means he
can push through anything that he
has a mind to do — anything at all.

GCHQ - he’s sorted them out af-
ter thirteen years, Well I’'m not
waiting thirteen years for him to
sort Magnet out. We all deserve
self-esteem.

- When you take men’s jobs away

their whole self esteem and self
worth collapses. Your motivation
goes out of your family life, you lose
your security and the knock-on ef-

.............

“We won’t wait thirteen
years for justice”

up. So shall I just say
there’s 35 per cent unem-
ployed in Darlington -
that’s as good a guess as
their 10 per cent, I’m sure.
We’re not going to take
much more of this ... Eve-
rybody in this town de-
serves the chanceofajob.
Whether you’ve got a
million pounds in your

%y

- A At T

pocket or only got one

pound you’ve only gotone
life, twenty four hours in
every day. Everybody de-
serves the chance to do
something.

While 1t might be the
case that full employment is my
ideal and the dream is just utopian
but it’s got to be better to aim for

~ than mass unemployment, no

rights, no welfare state, the health
service crumbling and just poverty
spreading right across the town...
During the election I read that
Alan Sugar was prepared to vote
Labour because Labour was pre-

‘pared not to put up taxes. Now as

far as I’'m concerned he’s got mil-

lions so why should he bother?

fect for the whole town i1s less

‘money, less prospects and more

poverty.

There’s enough poverty in Dar-

lington - we don’t need any more.
They say there’s at least ten per
cent unemployed — well we know

the figures are massaged so much

you might as well just make a figure

Magnet strikers have been generous in their solidarity with Em Marches: now they need extra support.

needing hospital treatment.
The workers recognised some
of their assailants as scabs.

‘However the Magnet security

cameras had heen tampered with
so that the film of the incident is
too blurred to be any use as evi-
dence. The police do seem to he
taking this outrage seriously; a

pleasant change from the last

time the picket was attacked.

- A few months ago one of scabs
threw petrol at one of the cabins
on the site. In order to avert the

danger of fire this was carefully
washed away with water. As a re-
sult the man involved was only
charged with causing an affray
and got away with being fined for
an offence which had it been
carried out by the strikers would
doubtiess have resulted in a far
more serious charge and sen-
tence.

340 workers at Magnet were

‘originally sacked in September

1996 for going on strike for a
modest pay rise. Since the dis-

pute started, support committees
have bheen set up in many areas
of the country and regular ac-
tions called outside Magnet

The determinatien of the strik- |

ers and the solidarity they have
received has put the company
under increasing pressure. in the
days before the attack on the
picket line the strikers had heard

that the scabhs were having their

hours reduced and henefits cuts.
Some even had the audacity to

I haven’t got millions but I’'m
quite prepared to pay a little bit
more if it’s spread more evenly so
that everybody gets a fair share in-
stead of the top lot keeping so much
for themselves. |

So I support you very much on
your principle of walking from Jar-
row all the way to Amsterdam —and
I hope you all enjoy the night to-
night when we have a social....

ask for union help — wiich
fortunately was not offered.

It is a scandal that the local
Lahour MPs have been silent
in the face of the disgusting
treatment the strikers have
faced hoth from management
and scabs. | |

" Neither Alan Milburn, in

'whose constituency the fac-
tory is, nor Tony Blair, in
whose Sedgefield constituency
several of the strikers live, has
even hothered to visit the
picket line.

Magnet strikers and their
supporters are determined
they should not have to wait
thirteen years like workers at
GCHAQ.

- dince the recent attack the
numbers on picket duty have
heen increased, and a mass
solidarity action called for
Saturday May 31 in Darling-
ton..

A picket of Beresford's (the
owners of Magnet is being
pianned for July at their Baker
Street Headquarters in Lon-
don. Actions at Magnet show-
‘rooms throughout the country
need to he organised as well
as speakers and collections at
Labour movement meetings.
This dispute can be won - lets
organise one last push.
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ON JULY 19-26, revolutlonary
groups from 15 countries will
organise the 14th youth camp in
solidarity with the Fourth In-
ternational. |

This year’s camp focuses on the
European integration process gov-
erned by the Maastricht and Schen-
gen accords. The development of
the “bosses’ and cops’ Europe” in-

“volves the looting of the public sec-
tor, privatisation of universities,

attacks on women’s rights, restrict-
ing entry across Europe’s external
frontiers, massive waves of redun-
dancies, and the replacement of full
time jobs with part time and short
term contracts. '

This camp 1S an occasion to share
our experiences of these struggles,
to co-ordinate our activities, and to

come together in opposition to the
bosses and ¢ops Europe of Maas-

tricht and Schengen.

This camp is about preparing the
social and political movements
which are the only way to impose
another kind of Europe: open, so-
cial, ecological and democratic.

For most of the organising
groups, European capitalist inte-
gration Is an important theme.

~ “Belgium is in the centre of
Europe,” says Ataulfo Riera of the

Belgian Young Socialist Guard
JGS/SJW). “Most of the EU insti-
tutions are based in Brussels. The
country is also a cross-roads for
European struggles. Protests

- against the closure of the Renault-

Vilvorde plant has demonstrated

- the need for another Europe, an al-

ternative to that proposed by the
European bourgeorsre

“The Italian government is us-

ing European integration and the
Maastricht convergence criteria to
justify a series of neo-liberal and
austerity measures, which are de-
stroying the social security system,
and worsening living and working
conditions,” says Angelica Lepori,

-a member of the Bandiera Rossa
current in Italy’s Communist

Youth (GC).
“Women are parucularly hit by
these blows to the ‘welfare state’,

and increasingly forced to take on

caring tasks previous guaranteed by
the state.

“Most of Italy s three million un-
employed are women and youth,”
says Lepori, a politics student at
Bologna University. “In some parts
of the south, half those under 26 are
out of work. The Italian govern-
ment proposes to “fight” unem-
ployment by “improving flexibility
of the labour market”, with greater
use of “apprenticeship” and “tem-
porary” contracts, and a wider use

of low-paid “socially useful” work-.

»

ers.

In Denmark and Sweden, large
parts of the labour and radical
movements are strongly opposed to
the European Union, and plans for
closer integration.

“We find thatitis very easy to get
in contact with left-wing youth on
these questions ”, says Anders
Lange of the Socialist Workers
Party (SAP).

“After all, many young people
get radicalised on questions with an

international dimension, like impe-

rialism, refugees, police powers and
international police co-operation,
and so on. Also, the EU as such is
still a very iraportant question in
Denmark. For many young people,
internationalism is a credible alter-

native to the EU.” H
According to Christine, a 19
year-old SAP member and high

school student, “the politicians say

that the EU is necessary for social

- progress. As faras1 can see, it brings

about the opposite. The situation

for women has worsened in many

countries.

“Abortion rights are under at-
tack, and our position on the labour
marketisin danger. I thinkitis nec-
essary to work together in Europe,
but without the European Union.”

Portugal’s Revolutionary Social-

ist Party (PSR) is also campaigning
on Maastricht, and the need for a
referendum on a common currency.
But as Sergio Vitorino admits,
“many young people, including
those who join the PSR, are indif-
ferent to this theme.

“They are neither informed nor
aware of the effects that this new

Europe will have on the lives of Por-

tuguese and European workers, on
immigrants here in Portugal, or
even on their own lives.”
Nevertheless, “participation in
the Fourth International camp is
very important for the formation of
an internationalist consciousness
among younger militants.”
Whatever the difficulties in cam-
paigning on European themes, the
choice of focus for this 14th Fourth
International youth camp is un-
likely to deter prospecuve partici-

pants.

“Partitipation in the camp

would be a central priority for us,

whatever the theme,” stresses
Ataulfo Riera of Belgium’s

SJW/JGS.

“It 1s a unique chance to live a
week of political debate in the com-

‘pany of young militants from all

corners of Europe and the world, in
a self-managed, alternative con-
text.”

Vive la revolution!

.......
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The youth camp is a real breath of fresh air. Along
with the debates and discussions come nightly
discos, revolutionary beer, and good times. |

R XA
£L e

N = ol
e

Come to Brioude, France, 19-26 July
for a real revolutionary party!

This year’s Fourth Interna-
tional youth camp is hosted
by the French JCR-RED, and
will take place in Brioude, in
Haute-Loire, near the Medi-
terranean coast.

Over 600 young people from all
over Europe will come together to
exchange their experiences, discuss

the developments in their countries,

and identify the possibilities for co-
ordinated international struggle
against the capitalist system.

As well as current struggles, we
will also discuss our project for a
better society, the need to be a
revolutionary today, and how to or-
ganise so as to bring about the
changes we want.

But this camp is more than all
that. For one short week, we wiill
try to unite leisure, politics, and
celebration. At this event, doing
politics is also experimenting with a
new way of life. Trying to put our
ideas into practice.

This is why the camp is self-
‘managed (participants elect country
representatives, who together form
the camp co-ordination group). We
want to create a whole self-

managed society, in which everyone

can take part in decision making.

The other aspect of our ‘comm-

unity’ is the rejection of all forms of
exploitation and expression present
in the wider society. The aim is to
make the camp a place free of

sexism, homophobia, and eco-
nomic inequality.

Each day will have two parts:
a morning forum on.a general
theme, and a choice of after-
noon workshops. As in previous
years, dedicated women’s and
lesbian and gay ‘spaces’ will be a

- focus for ongoing discussions
and activities.

The evening cultural pro-
gramme includes videos,a
nightly discotheque, and a spe-
cial meeting on Che Guevara, A
Fourth International meeting
will be held on the final evening.
Register now, for Euro-
pe’s largest international
revolutionary festival!

z'l.mrpool Bmaking the waves.
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14 WORLD OUTLOOK

We condemn
[Lima embassy

massacre

Statement of the United
Secretariat of the Fourth

_International, 13 May 1997
THE UNITED Secretariat of

the Fourth International shares
the indignation of all revolu-
tionaries and democrats at the
savage operation which the Pe-
ruvian government launched
against the MRTA militants in-
side the Japanese embassy in
Lima.

The guerrilla commando had

killed no-one, injured no-one, and
made no ultimatum. But President

- Fujimori decided on a massacre,

using the combined forces of the
army, air force and marines, with
the aid of the USA, Britain and Is-
rael, and with the complicity of the
_ Japanese government..

He wanted no prisoners. His
goal was to exterminate all the mili-
tants inside the embassy.

- The bourgeois media all over the
world didn’t hesitate to express

- their satisfaction, and join in with

the congratulations which their
governments addressed to Alberto
Fujimori. This sinister individual
has succeeded in polishing his ty-
rant’s badge - which the MRTA ac-
tion had tarnished.

Fujimori and his gang have sent
the Peruvian people a clear mes-

sage: the state has a monopoly on

force of whatever kind, and the
“state interest” has priority, at any
price. |

Those who challenge these

“principles” will be punished mer-

o

cilessly. | |

The framework of the capitalist
system must be respected.

Particularly in Latin America,
those who are not disposed to ac-
cept this should know that they are
not protected by any law or demo-
cratic guarantee.

The “low intensity war” agalnst
them, which has already caused so
much damage 1n Central America
and elsewhere will continue. This

is the other message which Fuji- -

mori and his imperialist allies
wanted to send to the oppressed
and exploited of the continent.
Each revolutionary organisa-
tion has the right to choose whether

or not it adopts the same choices as

the MRTA. To ask itself whether or

IN RECENT years, Albania was
presented by the international
institutions and imperialist
propaganda as a country which
served as an example to its

neighbours, because of its eco-

nomic growth, and its spectacu-

| lar progress in the construction

B of a-“market economy.”

In just a few days, a powerful

‘popular movement swept away this

myth, exposing the perverse mecha-
nisms, the savage exploitation, and
the financial fraud by which these
alleged results were obtained and
against which wide sections of the
Albanian population had revolted.
They also rose up against the po-
litical regime symbolised by Presi-
dent Sali Berisha — a regime which

| hid 1ts profoundly anti-democratic,

police-state nature behind the fa-

...........

Murdered: MRTA leader Nestor Cerpa“

not the methods used by its mili-
tants are useful. Whether they con-
tribute effectively to the legitimate
combat against “national” and for-

. eign OpPPICsSsors.

Butata moment when the domi-

‘nant classes in Latin America and

their imperialist patrons are crying
“victory!”, it is our duty to express
our full solidarity with the MRTA
in their mourning.

~ At the same time, we demand an
end to the scandalous detention of

political prisoners in Peru in unac-

ceptable and inhuman conditions.

International solidarity with all
these prisoners is a must.

 Socialise Gudook
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Everyone wanted to jump on the Mandela bandwagon as apan'he/d collapsed: how many will be willing to write off debts?

A CAMPAIGN has been
launched by the Cape Town
based Alternative Informa-
tion and development Cen-

tre (AIDC) for the abolition

of the foreign debt built up
by the Apartheid regime.

Although this campaign is specifi-
cally aimed at the legacy of apart-
heid it has far broader political
ramifications as nearly all the so-
called developing countries are crip-
pled by these debts. The approach
being adopted here may give a new
boost to existing campaigns against
debt and help stimulate new ones.

Post apartheid South Africa has
inherited a foreign debt of $18.7 bil-
lion. The interest payable on this
vast sum — between $1.5 billion and
$2.6 billion annually — could be put.
to much better use funding the
housing, jobs health and social serv-
ices that South Africa so badly
needs. | | |

It is estimated that $18.7 billion

" (90 million rand) could go a long

way to achieving:

* 300,000 new homes (R|0bn)

* Water and sanitation for 21
million people (R36-56bn over 5
years)

* Electrification of 2.5 million
homes (Rl | bn over 5 years)
~ * 1060 new health clinics (RI 2
bn)

* The upgrading of 50,000 class-
rooms by the year 2000 and the
provision of textbooks to schools

(RI5-17 bn)

* Employment of all those unem-

~ ployed (R82.8 bn per anum)

In their orochure Challenging
Apartheid's foreign debt AIDC
stresses that they have both moral-
ity and international law on their

| Troops out of Albania!

side in waging this battle. They base
much of their argumentation on the
Doctrine of Odious Debt, a doctrine
of jurisprudence the United States
government and the US Chief Jus-
tice helped to develop.

“The US government, in the af-
termath of the American-Spanish
War of 100 years ago, used the
doctrine to repudiate Cuba's debt
to Spain, arguing that the debt was
“odious” and unenforceable since it
had been incurred without the con-
sent of the Cuban people and by
means of force of arms”.

At the end of 1990,
87", of South Africa’s
outstanding debt was

owed to banks of tive

countries ...

This judgement was further rein-
forced in 1923 when the Royal Bank
of Canada sought to recover debt
from the recently established
democratic government of Costa
Rica. |

“In the Costa Rica judgement the
debt was illegitimate. The new gov-
ernment argued that the debt has
been incurred by a dictator not the
people of Costa Rica... at the time
the loans were made, the people
had been engaged in a political and |
military struggle to bring democracy
to their country.

The case was heard by Chief Jus-
tice Taft of the US supreme Court
who fully upheld the repudlatlon of .
the debt”.

The doctrine of odious debt was
codified by Alexander Sack, a pro-
fessor of law in France, who argued

cade of largely fraudulent election
victories. |
Spokesmen for the imperialist
countries and the media at their
service presented the protagonists
of the Albanian mass movement as
(at best) inspired by clan allegiance,
or (at worst) crlmlnal or mafia

gangs.

Insurrection

In fact, the insurrection covered
the whole country, thanks to mas-
sive, active popular participation.

The criminal gangs, which exist
in Albania like in all other coun-
tries, only exploited the conditions
created by the rotting Berisha re-
gime: consolidating their links
with the mass of international traf-
fickers, and shamelessly exploiting

all those who saw a passage across
the Adriatic sea to Italy as their (il-

- lusory) salvation. By crude mystifi-

cation, these bandits have been
falsely presented as the main actors
of the Albanian drama.

In fact, the mass movement put
forward completely legitimate de-
mands: the restitution of the money

stolen through “pyramid” financial

operations authorised by the gov-
ernment, Berisha’s resignation, the
dissolution of the secret pohce, and
fair elections.

The democratic revolutionary
character of this movement was ex-
pressed in the formation of popular
committees, in open session, Co-
ordinated in a national public salva-
tion committee.

These committees did not be-

come organs of a real dual power,
challenging the regime. They de-
manded Berisha’s departure, but
limited themselves to playing the

‘role of pressure-group on the new

Fino government.

The committees also accepted
the deployment of the “Alba” mul-
tinational armed force. This is
largely due to their lack of experi-
ence, the widespread illusions in
the existing political parties, and
the absence of political kernels with
a general overview of the situation.

Solidarity

The Fourth International ex-
presses its militant solidarity with

the insurrectional movement

which has shaken Albania.
It calls for mobilisations in sup-

South African activists
- pose challenge for Labour

' ‘Charlie van Gelderen

that governments who invoked the
doctrine would have to prove that
the debt ill-served the public inter-

“est and that the creditors were well

aware of this. ‘.

Few countries suffering under
the yoke of debts imposed by the
International Monetary Fund, the

" World Bank or commercial banks

would have much difficultly proving
such a case. Certainly post-Mobuto
Congo and today’s South Africa
would qualify. |
Using Sack’s principles, the AIDC
report argued that all debts in-
curred during the Apartheid regime

are illegitimate. “The United Na-

tions and the International Court of

Justice were the most authoritative

of international bodies that pro-
claimed apartheid to be a crime
against humanity”.

At the end of 1990, 87 per cent -
of South Africa’s outstanding debt
was owed to the banks of five coun-
tries, with Britain heading the list.
British banks accounted for 28 per
cent of these loans.

Will the Labour government in
Britain rise to the golden opportu-
nity that this issue presents to dem-
onstrate its real concern for the
poor of the world — or are Robin -
Cook and Clare Short’s sound bites
on a new climate of international
relations not meant to be taken se-
riously? :

Pressure must be exerted on the
British government to head the in-
ternational campaign for the repu-

- diation of these obnoxious debts.

The campaign for the cancella-

- tion of Apartheid’s debt is an urgent

task for the international labour
movement, as is supporting the bat-
tle against debt and the structural
adjustment policies which accom-

- pany it~

Declaration of the United
Secretariat of the Fourth
International, Ma

131997,

port of the following demands,
particularly in those countries

- which have launched the mili-
tary intervention.

Immediate and uncondi-
tional resignation of Pre31dent
Berisha.

Dissolution of the secret po-
lice. - |
Reimbursement of the money
stolen in the financial scandals
Recognition of the popular
committees.
Withdrawl of the “Alba”
- multi--national force, the main |
goal of which is the reconstruc- |
tion of a repressive, anti-
democratic state structure, and
the maintenance of Albania’s
“market economy.”
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Trial, by John Vidadl
(Macmillan £15.99),
reviewed by BRIAN

GARDNER
MCDONALD’S food is not
nutritious, and can kill you.
Although the multi-national
corporation deny this, thereis an
overwhelming weight of scientific
evidence that foods such as those-
produced by McDonald’s which
are high in fat, sodium and sugar
can cause cancers of the breast and
bowel as well as heart disease.
And if you draw the conclu-
sionthat the company has little re-
spect for human life, then it will

hardly shock you to learn that they

also condone the inhumane fac-
tory farming and slaughter of ani-
mals.

"To add to their sins, in order to
facilitate the mass breeding of live-
stock for their products, they are
complicit in the mass destruction
of tropical rainforests in order to
provide grazing land. -

If that isn’t enough, the packag-
ing produced for their produce ne-
cessitates the cutting down of even
more areas of forestation.

So, you may ask, if they have so
little respect for both animals and
humans, how then do they treat
the vast majority of their employ-
ees, the brainwashed drones who
work for them in their millions of
outlets throughout the world, the
vast numbers of “crews” who, ac-
cording to the company are dedi-
catedsto keeping their ships afloat
and providing the customers with
Big Macs, Fries, Double Cheese-
burgers, Chicken McNuggets
(Yumm!...we could go on)?

The answer 1s, 1n two words -
LIKE SHIT. McDonald’s crew
members receive piss-poor wages -
in the UK - £3.10 per hour in
1994. What's more, throughout
the world, McDonald’s emplovees
are prohibited from joining un-
ions. If they try to, there is firstly
persuasion not to, secondly coer-
cion and finally the sack.

Before I go on, I wouldn't like

“you to think that these are my alle-

gations. After all, this publication
could also be sued. Although I
may have added some additional
hyperbole, they are essentially the
same allegations as were contained
in a factsheet first disseminated by

the London Greenpeace group (no

relation to the international envi-
ronmental organisation) in 1986.
In 1990, McDonald’s began legal
proceedings against five activists
who they believed were key to its
distribution.

-And in writing his book about
the McLibel trial, the Environ-
mental Editor of the Guardian,

John Vidal, 1s at pains to point out

that he does not necessarily share
the view of the defendants.

You can hardly blame him.
McDonald’s method of silencing
its critics is often that of the
SLAPP - a phrase first used by
two American academics and
meaning Strategic Lawsuit against
Public Participaton.

Of the five people who were
originallyv in the frame, three even-
tually gave McDonald’s what thev

Two people aga

#'3-.1‘

wanted — an apology. The other
two, Helen Steel and Dave Morris
stuck it out and so began the trial
that was to become at 313 days the
longest of any kind in English his-
tory. | .

This does not take into account
the numerous preliminary hear-
ings and various appeals which
took place before the actual trial
commenced. | |

And it’s not over yet. On De-
cember 13 last year, after he had
heard the closing speeches, Mr.
Justice Bell $%id: ‘I wiltsay now

- that I propose to reserve my judge-

ment...I don’t mean to be difficult
when I say I don’t know when 1
will deliver it because I don’t

know.” Not surprising really, given

that he has to review some 58,000
pages of documentary evidence
and transcript testimony.

During the preliminary stages,
the plaintiff’s barrister persuaded
the judge that on the basis that
much of the scientific evidence
would be too complex for a jury to
understand, the trial should take
place without one. The judge
would be arbiter of both fact and
the law.

In late 1990 the McLibel Sup-
port Campaign was establsihed.
From small beginnings 1t mush-
roomed into an organisation with
significant support from people in
many different countries. In Feb-
ruary 1996, it established its own
McSpotlight website on the Inter-
net. -
Vidal : “The act of taking two

people to court was having the ex-

- act opposite of the desired ef-

fect...it was exacerbating the

situation...By April 1994, the

McLibel Support Campaign was
claiming that more than half a
million “What’s Wrong With
McDonald's” leaflets had been
handed out since the writs were
served.’ |

To counter this McDonald's
started distributing a “Why
McDonald's is going to court” leaf-
let from its restaurant outlets. This
effectively branded Steel and
Morris as ‘liars’, and in a deft
move they counter-claimed for li-
bel against McDonald’s.

Now there were to be two trials
taking place at the same time.
Effectively McDonald’s was on
trial, and Mr. Justice Bell would
have a doubly hard task, eventu-

t’s not ove

N T

isr th illions f. the McDonald’s mkachine: Helen Steeland and Dave Morris

‘ally having to rule not on sixteen

? but thirty-two charges.
- As might be expected, by far the

greater part of Vidal’s book 1s
given over to trying to encapsulate
the long tortuous process of the
trial. McDonald’s executives were
paraded before the court in order
to defend every aspect of corpo-
rate policy. Both sides called large
numbers of expert witnesses and
their evidence was often contradic-
tory if not confusing.

For McDonald’s the crucial part
of the allegations was whether or
not their food was nutritious and
the allegations of a link between it
and the development of cancers,
heart disease and strokes.

The defendants had scored an
early victory when they trapped a
McDonald’s witness on nutrition
into admitting that just such a link
existed. The corporation were
then allowed to move the goal
posts by amending their claim in
such a way that Mo:ris and Steel
had to prove that the consumption
of McDonald’s food actually
caused the ailments which had
been cited.

Out of court

Although this was much
harder, McPDonald’s were still wor-
ried. Late in August, 1994 they
made an offer to settle the case out
of court. There was to be no pay-
ment of compensation or Costs to
either of the parties but a substan-
tial sum of money would be paid
to a mutually agreeable third
party. -

So far so good but the agree-
ment foundered when McDonald’s
refused to accede to Steel and
Morris’s demand that they apolo-
gise to those who had ‘been
‘wrongly forced to apologise to the
company in the past’. |

Furthermore they refused to ac-
cept the stipulation that in the fu-
ture, they undertake not to make
any public statements about
McDonald’s in ‘any form of com-
munications other than private
communications’. |

And so the case went on with
separate sections of the trial ad-
dressing all of the issues which
had been contained in the fact-
sheet. |

One of the most bizarre revela-
tions was that McDonald’s had
hired two private investigation

 FEATURES IS

companies to infiltrate the Lon-
don Greenpeace group and spy on
its members. As neither company
were aware that the other had also
been retained, sometimes the in-
vestigators were unknowingly
gathering information on each
other. . | | .
In order to establish their credi-
bility with the genuine members
of the group, many of the agents
assisted with the production and
distribution of anti-McDonald’s
material. Part of Steel and Morris’s

-defence was that the company had

thus actually colluded in the dis-
semination of the literature they
claimed had defamed it!

The testamonies of McDonald’s
executives were often ludicrous.
More so than in this book, this was
plainly apparent in a dramatic re-
construction of parts of the trial,
recently shown on Channel 4.
Robert Beavers, a senior vice presi-
dent of the corporation broke
down in tears while describing
how a teenager who previously had
never achieved anything, won a
crew member of the year award.

When another executive was
asked if he knew what a typical
tree 1n the rainforest might look
like, his reply was that they were
tall and slender, somewhat like
himself.

It would be wrong to see the

trial merely as an amusing circus.

Vidal locates the actions of

ryet!

McDonald’s within a strategy pur-
sued by many other multi-
nationals, some of it much more

- sinister than the pursuit of two an-

archists through the vast labyrinth
of the English legal system.

He cites as example the com-
plicity of the Shell corporation in
the Nigerian regime’s persecution
of the Orgoni people and its execu-
tion on trumped-up charges of -
fierce critics such as the writer
and political activist, Ken Saro-
Wiwa. .

He points out how, because of
their crossing of national bounda-
ries, the multi-nationals are now
beyond regulation by national gov-

-ernments and even emergent su-

pra-states such as the EC.

- While we have not been look-
ing, global capitalism has been re-
inventing itself. It works now not
only through nation states but
through the World Bank, the IMF
and the GATT, now transmuted
into the World Trade Organisa-
tion.

Grass roots

What, however, can be done
about these shadowy and unac-
countable organisations? Vidal
seems to see the answer 1n what he
terms ‘civil society’ — a loose
grouping together of opposition-

-1sts who range from the likes of

Saro-Wiwa to those in the West
who set up grassroots systems of
barter and credit unions.

Into this he also inserts Steel
and Morris.

It is true that many of these

groups and initiatives challenge

the increasing hegemony of global
capitalism, Vidal fails to answer
the vexed problem of how these
disparate groupings can be
brought together.

‘He claims the politics of both

the left and right have failed but

fails to define terms which are af-
ter all somewhat vague. Its true
that some on the left have been
dismissive of the fight to save the
planet and of those activists work-
ing for this new begining.

But a real socialism for the fu-
ture must contain an analysis of
capitalism’s latest global phas,e
and must be able to involve all
those who fight it and its accompa-
nying destruction of the environ-
ment.

Ireland: The Promise
of Socialism

A major publication
by Socialist Democ-
racy (Ireland). The
most extensive Marx-
ist analysis of Ireland
since the 1940s.
Available from
Socialist Outlook for
just £5.50. Send
cheque payable to
Socialist Outlook

\Fund to PO Box 1109,

'London N4 2UU.
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Saving Our Countryside: Dave Bangs reports a victory

~ Brighton Downland defended

BRIGHTON-based environ-
mental activists are seeing con-
siderable success in their
campaigns to halt further dam-
age to the South Downs land-
scape and to secure their
permanent protection as a Na-
tional Park.

Though the South Downs were
on the original list of landscapes
drawn up by the Attlee government
for National Park status in 1949,
they were dropped 7 years later, os-
tensibly because damage to their
ancient, open pastures by modern

farming had gone too far.

The South Downs was long fa-
mous both for the freedom to roam
which its open landscape provided
and for the richness of its prehis-
toric heritage and wildlife. Rare
species abound and up to 60 species

of plant can be found within a

square metre of its turf.
Yet modern farming has in the
last 60 years destroyed 80 per cent of

these pastures and their ancient

monuments, and many species
have become desperately rare or lo-
cally extinct.

This picture of damage and
threat to historic landscape and
wildlife resources is one that can be
replicated nationwide. From the
Cotswolds to the East Anglian

coast, and from the Welsh boarders

to the Chilterns, ancient heaths
and downs, woods, marshes and
meadows have been ploughed, bull-
dozed and drained.

Feeble Protection

Yet since 1957 only one new
quasi-National Park, the Norfolk

Broads, has been declared, and the

National Parks system has been
largely ghettoised in upland areas
where land values, biodiversity and
development opportunities are low.

Protection for particularly rich
centres of biodiversity and cultural
heritage has been minimal, and

‘government recreational strategies

have sought to channel and confine
access to existing paths and “honey-
pot” sites and to ignore demands for
a broad “right to roam”.

The movement for the protec-
tion of nature and for public access
has historically been held back by
many factors. Working class people
have been socially and politically
marginalised in the countryside it-
self, and farmers and landowners
have legitimised themselves by a
clever use of archaic cultural no-
tions of stewardship and continu-
ity. |

In the cities and towns where 80
per cent of us live, people have
lacked the means, knowledge and
confidence to organise around these
1SSUes.

A New Movement

Yetin recent years the influences
of mass re-migration of city people
into the countryside, the paradoxi-

cal effects of increased mobility

brought by the car economy, raised

cultural levels and the persistent
public exposure of farming’s de-

structive role have all combined to
power new urban-based demands
for access to nature and for 1ts con-
servation.

In Brighton the movement has
reached a considerable level of or-
ganisation.

Two years ago a broad coalition
- of wildlife activists, Labour, Green

Party and Friends of the Earth suc-
ceeded in halting plans for the pri-
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The fight to save the countryside must be built on alliance with urban campaigns

vatisatioff of Brighton Council’s
13,000 acre Downland estate.

Against the conservatism and pas- .

sivity of older rural-oriented access
and conservation organisations,
“Keep Our Downs Public” peti-
tioned, lobbied and campaigned

~until the ruling Labour Group

shelved their sell-off proposals.’
The coalition was able to take ad-
vantage of a large network of local
urban conservation groups based
on a range of middle class and work-
ing class communities. The move-

ment’s focus of activity was in the

central Brighton area rather than
the edge of town, however, and in
the central St Peter’s ward a Green
Party candidate was able to win a
Council seat against the unpopular
architect of the privatisation pro-
posal.

Brighton’s huge Downland es-
tate had been built up in the inter-
war years to provide strict control of
urban development, conservation
of pure water resources and public
open spaces, in the absence of

‘proper planning legislation.

Yet conservative and productiv-
ist management of the estate in the
post-war half century had caused
levels of destruction of the wild

~ habitats which matched those in

private ownership.
In the 8 years since they gamed

~ control of Brighton Council in

1987, the Labour Party had demon-
strated the positive potential of so-
cial ownership with a series of

recreational and conservation ini-

_tiatives.

When theright wing of the party

~ developed the proposal to sell oft

the Downland farms to their exist-
ing tenants, it was thus easy to dem-

onstrate the anti-social and

destructive management practices
of these farmers, and the positive
benefits of public management.
The KODP campaign was also
successful in highlighting the nega-

tive role of the National Trust, who
sought to purchase parts of the dis-

‘membered estate. Activists argued

that if the Trust was able to “cherry
pick” off the best portions of the es-
tate, then all other local authority
landholding would be increasingly
laid open to privatisation pressures.

The combined nationwide local

‘authority estate in agricultural and
conservation grade land 1s the
“sleeping giant” of the conservation
movement. Their combined hold-
ings-equal in scale the total land-
holdings of the conservation sector
(which includes such organisations
as the RSPB and the National

' Trust).
Already County Council small-
- holding estates have been seriously

eroded, and there are now serious

l

|
campaigners.

The Coalition against Itunway 2 (CAR2) points out
that the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
says we must reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the
| UK by over 90 per cent “to avoid potentially cata-
strophic consequences from climate change™.

Aircraft emit 35-65 per cent more carbon dloxlde
that even cars per passenger kilometre. Seven

Socialist Qutiook

moves towards the privatisation of

the Natmnal Nature Reserves sys-

tem.
Qur victorywas a 31gn1ﬁcant step

‘in “holding the line”.

'National Park
Using the energy generated by

this success, environmental activ-
ists have now launched a new cam-

paign for National Park status for

the Downs. The material basis for

this project is very strong. The

~empty Downland landscape is

bounded by large coastal conurba-
tions and 10 million people live
within 90 minutes drive of the

- Downs.

Two thirds of central Downland
are already in social or quasi-social
ownership. A serious project of
landscape and habitat restoration
would thus be able to call on the
support of large numbers of people
who would have no natural sympa-
thy with farmers who put their pri-

~vate profits before public need.

Activists have found that de-
mands for National Park status —on

" a par with Dartmoor, the Peak Dis-

trict or Snowdonia — have a ready

appeal, particularly in urban areas.
A 12,000 strong position has been

built up. All the major conservation
and amenity organisations — in-
cluding the National Trust - sup-
port the demand, and the ruling
Labour Party in Brighton, as well as
in neighbouring towns, has been
won over.

The LaBour Party's environment
policy document “In Trust for To-
morrow” speaks of the need for new
National Parks. And the Party has
proposed a new “freedom to roam”
law on “open land” - heath, moor,

‘down, wood, riverside and coast.

Rural opposition

Activists face, however, the near-

united opposition of rural-based
District Councils, Parish Councils
and farming oriented organisa-
tions.

Whereas these rural networks are

quick to respond to any proposals

which imply access improvements
or planning constraints on farming,
environmental activists have to

construct their support slowly and

laboriously amongst urban commu-

Underground revolt wins
grassroots support

THE RESISTANCE of the protesters at Manchester
Airport, dug deep in their tunneis has not only had
| sympathetic media coverage but tapped into a
deep and growing vein of support for environ-
mental campaigning amongst ordinary people.

In Manchester many who have not been in a posi-
tion to join those activists in the tunnels have never
the less protested in support of their aims.

The April fool's joke was that Swampy was to
stand against the hated Graham Stringer in the Gen-
eral Election: had he done so he would have un-
doubtedly won a wide swathe of support. Not only is
ex-Council leader Stringer one of the prime advo-
cates of the second runway, but he has gained fur-
ther contempt by his vicious attacks on the

eighths of current business passenger flights from
Manchester Airport are within the UK. A second
runway with the projected extra passengers is es-
timated to increase local road traffic by more
than 100 per cent.

Stringer pledges that “£1 million a week wull he
spent between now and 2005 on tarmac and ter-
minals”. It is estimated that the eviction of
Swampy and his friends from the A30 widening

- scheme at Fairmile in Devon cost £200 per
minute. There was only one occupied tunnel
there, and the evictions were over in a week.

The assault on the camps at Manchester has
already taken far longer than that as the protest-
ers have learnt from previous bhattles. The money
spent both on the runway and the evictions could

 he much bhetter spent on services like health care
and education that people really need.

Contact CAR2, Manchester Friends of the
Earth office, One World Centre, 6 Mount

St, Manchester M2 5NS tel :
8221 fax : 01 61 834-8187.

nities which are not familiar with
the countryside or confident in as-

-serting their rights.

A further measure, though, of the
resonance of Downland conserva-
tion issues locally was given in the
recent successful campaign against
the destruction of a chalk grassland
“site of special scientific interest”
near Lewes.

Campaigners physically blocked
the ploughing of the site, set up
camp on the endangered ground,
and in a highly creative piece of di-
rect action, set about systematically
“unploughing” the grassland by
turning back the turfs.

Their furious national campaign
of lobbying forced Gummer, in one
of his last acts as Environment Min-
ister, to slap a Nature Conservation -
Order on the rogue farmer.

Land Reform

It is now 50 years since the issue
of rural land reform has been seri-
ously debated in this country. Till
that time land reformers clearly

linked rural land reform with the

urban problems of rack renting,
congestion and slum landlordism.
The marginalisation of working
class people in the countryside has
destroyed the possibility of such al-
l1ances in the present.

Yet the need for social ownership
and democratic management of the
countryside is as great now as it was
then, though the issues have
changed. Our demands now must
link questions of social equality and
democracy with environmental im-
peratives.

Only with social ownership of
land have we the tools to sustain the
biological richness of our country-
side, to produce food sustainably
and healthily, and to satisfy people's
deep recreational and cultural
needs. And the social alliances we
need to construct to reclaim our

~ countryside will this time have to be

firmly urban in their focus.

We can learn from the modest
successes of Brighton activists.
Only the broadest, most vociferous
campaigning, linked firmly. to ur-
ban needs, will stand a chance of
holding the Labour government to
even its small manifesto commit-
‘ments for countryside reform.

0161-834-
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Five years after the fine promiSes of Rio summit

More hype than ho

B 5kanthakumar

FIVE years ago this month a gi-
gantic jamboree popularly
known as the “Earth Summit”
assembled in Rio de Janeiro.
The United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment and De-
velopment as it is properly
called was surrounded by all

manner of hopes and all kmd of . i};;' Ny

hype.

It was hailed as the event to save
our planet.

Certainly well before the official
summit assembled none of the grey
suits in attendance were in any
doubt as to the expectations placed
in them. Ecological consciousness
and concern was not the preserve of
alternative life-style “cranks” or al-
ienated youth but was generalised
across and within divided societies.

Non-governmental organisa-
tions proselytised and mobilised in
force believing that with good and
the majority on their side their ar-
guments for stronger, speedier,

- more radical measures would carry
~ the day.

However governments and big
business had in the run up to the

*Conference weeded out anything

that might in George Bush's telling
phrase,

way of life”. Then US President

Bush made this comment in re-

sponse to demands for a redistribu-
tion of wealth and resource use
away from rich countries.

In addition to the Rio Declara-
tion on Environment and Develop-
ment, the Climate Change
Convention and the Bio-Diversity
Convention, a framework for envi-
ronmental policy within countries
known as Agenda 21 was hammered -
out.

All these documents contain im-
portant and serious contributions
which were weakened by the ab-
sence of timetables for implementa-

tion, targets for achievement and

sufficient funds.
Progressive rhetoric was under-

mined by capitulation to free mar-

ket nostrums and the unrestricted
reach of transnational capital which
reduces nature to commodities and
trades in plant and animal genes.

The Climate Change Convention

and its fate is a case in point. What
scientists have proved and millions
of others know is that global warm-
ing is taking place.

- But no-one really knows what
the long term consequences could
be if this is not halted. Already
many storms, floods, drought, ava-
lanches and heat waves are blamed
on climate change.

We certainly know that the polar
ice-caps will melt and that sea levels
will rise. This could easily flood en-
tire countries like the Maldives,
low-lying parts of Bangladesh and
other vast areas — mainly in the
poorest parts of the world. .

The increase in emission of gases
like carbon dioxide, methane and
nitrous oxide largely through the
burning of fossil fuels like oil and
- gas 1n industrial processes is the
cause of the problem.

Twenty five per cent of the global
- population living in rich countries
account for 75 per cent of all carbon
€missions. |

In a 1990 survey showed the
United States as the largest single
source of emissions followed by the
European Union and then Eastern

“endanger the American |
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Europe. In recent years carbon
emissions have declined in Eastern
Europe because of the deindustri-
alisation and ravaglng of their
economies.

The major “commitment” made
by advanced capitalist countries at
Rio was to restore carbon emissions
to their 1990 level by the year 2000.
They promised to stabilise but not
signiﬁcantly reduce their emis-
sions. |

This failure was to be the key
point of contention at the follow--
up conference in Berlin in 1995.
There, small island states pressed
for timetables and targets beyond
2000. In particular they asked rich
countries to achieve a 20 per cent re-
duction on 1990 levels by 2005.

No action was taken on this and
further negotiation postponed to
the December 1997 conference in

Tokyo.

There 1s a desperate need to re-
think the way production and con-
sumtion is organised and to switch
from reliance on fossil fuels to re-
newable and cleaner sources of en-
ergy.

But this was precisely the sort of

thing George Bush was so desperate
to avoid. After ali, he did make his
fortune in the oil business. What
rich countries are doing is shifting
the burden onto poor countries us-
ing “global cost-benefit analysis”
and arguing that climate change
should be managed and not re-
versed.

They say that the “right” for
countries to emit carbon gases
should be in proportion to the con-
tribution to global wealth of na-

tional income as measured in Gross

Domestic Product (GDP).

The larger the GDP, the larger

the allowance made for carbon
emissions. Poor countries with
smaller GDPs obviously lose out
here. -

Meanwhile under a scheme or
perhaps scam-known as “joint im-
plementation” a country which fi-
nances another's environmental
project, leading toareduction in the
recipient's carbon emissions, can
credit that amount and maintain or

increase its own carbon emissions

accordingly!
One of the working groups of the
Panel on Climate Change recently

. ECOLOGY 17

presented another illustration of
the extension of cost-benefit analy-

‘sis. The harm of global warming in-

cluding the loss of human life, they
suggested, could also be calculated

through valuing the contribution of

humans as a proportion of their
contribution to GDP.

An individual in western Europe
—aresident of arich country — earn-
ing a real income many times larger
than a person in a poor country

makes a greater contribution to

global prosperity and through pre-
mature loss of life would have a
more adverse impact on the giobal
economy!

The economists on the working

group (could it have been anyone
else?) proceeded in an obscene exer-
cise to valuea human life in the west
at one million pounds and a human
life in say China at one hundred th-
ousand pounds.

Ten to one

That is where things are at the
moment. All this and much more
will be rehearsed again in Tokyo.

INDIGENOUS peoples in Ecua-
dor have been at the forefront
of popular mobilisations in re-
cent years. Their grievances
are common ones ranging
from fair wages to bilingual
education.
~ Land ownership is extremely
unequal. In the highlands 1.6
per cent of farms occupy 43 per
cent of the land and on the
| coast 3.9 per cent of the farms
occupy 55 per cent of the land.
In 1994 the Ecuadorian Con-
gress passed a bill calied the
Agrarian Development Law
| which sought to reform land-
holdings by eroding communal
ownership in favour of private
property. This would have ac-
celerated the concentration of
land.
| Indigenous groups and peas-
| ant farmers led mass protests
against the new law forcing the
government to make some sug-
nificant concessions.
In the Amazonian region of
Oriente, indigenous groups
have heen protesting for dec-

'Ecuador fightback

- spilled or leaked on the soil and

hetter.

- abroad, in the forests, on the

No decisive action is being taken
by offending countries because it 1s
simply not in the interests of the
rich and powerful there. Neither
scientific advice nor rational brief-
ing papers and cocktail parties will
shake them.

The environmental movement
in Britain used to have a slogan,
“Neither Red nor Blue but Green”.
That was not an intellectual break-
through but an evasion. It is not the
ignorance or intransigence of a few

but the logic of capitalism that is

hurtling humanity to ruin.

Itis not only the lobbying of non-'

-governmental organisation but the
organisation and movement of the

- majority that will alter that course.

- We owe a debt of gratitude to the
environmental movement which
reminded us of nature and the am-
bivalences towards technology and
“progress” in our nineteenth cen-
tury forebears like William Morris.

Will the environmental move-

ment remember the question of

class — and support the right one?

ades about the invasion and
despoliation of their lands by
oil companies.

At the end of the 1980s it
was estimated that 450,000
barrels of crude oil had been

into waterways. |

While the main culprit was
the US company Texaco, the
state owned PetroEcuador is no

The oil industry has defor-
ested one million hectares of
forest, introduced disease and
eroded indigenous cuiture.

It is now being confronted
about this within Ecuador and

streets and in courts of law.

The invisibility of the indige-
nous is heing challenged and
Ecuador is faced with demands
for ethnic and cultural dwersﬂy
and a pluralistic state.

These communities have be-
come political actors in a sys-
tem which has historically
excluded them.
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Better chances
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Where we stand

| IN THE NIN ETIES millions of women and men have taken part

in mobilisations against the evils of capitalism and the bureau-

cratic dictatorships. This reflects the fact that humanity faces

widening dangers. Ecological, military, social and economic dev-

astation faces millions of people.

Many more people recognise the barbaric nature of capitalism.

In a situation where the inability of the social democratic and

communist parties to provide socialist solutions is becoming
clearer, the task of creating new leaderships remains ahead.

Socialist Outlook is written and sold by socialists committed to -

this struggle. We are the British supporters of the world-wide
marxist organisation, the Fourth International. We stand for the
revolutionary transformation of society and a pluralist, socialist
democracy world wide.

The overall goal which we pursue is the empancipation of all
human beings from every form of exploitation, oppression, al-
ienation and violence. Socialism must be under the control of or-
dinary people, democratic, pluralist, multi- -party, feminist,
ecologist, anti-militarist and internationalist. It must abolish
wage slavery and national oppression.

The working class is the backbone of unity among all the ex-
ploited and oppressed. The working class and its allies must un-

‘compromisingly fight against capitalism and for a clear

programme of action in order to gradually acquire the experience

- and consciousness needed to defeat capitalism at the decisive mo-

ment of crisis.

The movements of women, lesbians and gay men and black

people to fight their particular forms of opppression make an es-
sential contribution to the struggle for a different society. They
are organised around the principle “None so fit to break the
chains as those who wear them”.

The whole working class needs to fully commit itself to these
struggles. Furthermore we fight for a strategic alliance between
workers and these organisations which respects their legmmate
autonomy. | ~

By simultaenously building revolutiofiary organisations in
each country and a revolutionary International we aim to guide
and encompass the global interests of the workers and oppressed
By building a united struggle against exploitation and oppression
we aim to ensure the survival of the human race. | ,

)
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Club

YES, you have at least one
chance in 300 of wmmng a
fabulous prize, the equiva-
lent of buying thousands of
lottery tickets! | |
This month’s Iucky winners |
sharing out the prizes are |
Terry Perkins (£50) with
second prize going to Sally

Morawetz and Eric Parsons
third.

>~

Next month IT COULD

BE YOU!

To enter costs just £5

per month. Send us a

cheque now and we will
- send you a handy Stand-

- trouble out of entering.
And then sit back and
wait for your winnings
to arrive! It really is as
easy as that!

Send your cheque (£5
per month) to:

Socialist Outlook
Supporters Fund
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POIitical thrille_r' with no politics: Easfwoo_d m Absolute Power | |

Absolute Power, the new
tilm by Clint Easwood -
reviewed by Brian Gardner

COINCIDENTALLY, Clint
Eastwood's new film as pro-
ducer, director and star is
released here in the same
week that has seen Paula
Jones win the right for her
claim of sexual harassment

“against Bill Clinton to be

heard.

Absolute Power takes as its
starting point the adultery of Alan
Richmond (a fictional president of
the United States played by Gene
Hackmann) with the young wife of
his octogenarian friend and financial
backer, Walter Sullivan. ~

Eastwood plays Luther Whltney,
decorated hero of the Korean war
and veteran cat burglar, who while

breaking into Sullivan's mansion, ac-

cidentally witnesses the President's
seduction of Christy Sullivan, from
behind a two-way mirror. When
the President’s advances become
too rough, Christy stabs him with a
letter opener and in the resulting
commotion, two secret service:
agents enter the room and shoot
her dead.

Enter now, White House Chief
of Staff - Gloria Russell - who tells
the agents, Burton and Collin to
sanitise the scene and make it ap-
pear that a thief has committed the
murder. The three however bungle

the cover-up and leave behind the

bloody opener which Whitney now
steals.

‘Whitney contacts his estranged
daughter, Kate - now a successful

- state prosecutor - and intimates to

Socialist Oudook
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her that something has happened
which may necessitate his re-
locating on a permanent basis.

We sense that it is partly her in-
difference which helps him make up
his mind to flee but just as he is
about to do so, he witnesses a press
conference given by the President
in which the latter vows that he will
do everything in his power to help
bring his killers of the billionaire's
wife to justice.

~ Whitney is disgusted by this and .
now sets out to trap the Pres:dent
and his accomplices.

If you think that so far the plot
'sounds pretty preposterous, you'd
be right — and it doesn't become
any more plausnble

Classic

The film is largely a vehicle for its
star, with Whitney as yet another
variation on a classic Eastwood type
— the morally ambiguous outsider
who is forced to make a choice be-
tween good and evil.

It's a character type with a long
lineage — through Sergio Leone's
and Eastwood's own Westerns and
the Dirty Harry movies of the sev-
enties.

Eastwood the performer does-
n't need dialogue to act and some-

times a mere quizzical look or the

raising of an eyebrow says some-
thing more eloquently than can a
hundred words.

It seems however in this in-

- stance that Eastwood has paid less

attention to the other perform-
ances and indeed, to the overall
style of the piece.

Hackmann, whose own abilities
are not inconsiderable, is allowed
to sleepwalk through the entire
film and most of the characters

hitp://www.gn.apc.org/la-

seem like insubstantial entities
merely revolving around the star.

We sense that in reality East-
wood knows that the plotis ri-
diculous and so attempts to inject
some satire into the process.

To some extent the bungling
threesome of Russell and the two
secret service agents (Judy Davis,
Scott Glenn and Dennis Haysbert)
play it for laughs but mostly the
comedy is insipid and doesn't go
far enough. -

Another problem is that while
we might think we have come to
see a political thriller, there is no
real political context. Its not sim-
ply a matter of knowing whether
President Richmond is a Demo-
crat or a Republican.

Without in fact injecting a large
dose of satire, you simply can't get
away with portraying one of the
most powerful figures in the world
and his Chief of Staff as weak car-
toon villains.

Socialist
Outlook is

On-line!

‘Il You can send us letters or

articles by e-mail:
Outlook@gn apc.org

Il Look up our Web page
You can find us at:

bournetjso
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AEEU englneers

sell-out for six-
county strikers

WE ARE writing to you about

the bitter industrial dispute
currently taking place between
270 production workers and
the management of French-
owned multinational car com-
ponents plant Montupet.

The Montupet plant opened
here in Dunmurry, Northern Ire-
land, amid considerable fanfare in
1989, attracted the outskirts of the
West Belfast unemployment
blackspot by the lure of large gov-
ernment subsidies.
~ The government-financed In-
dustrial Development Board is be-
lieved to have provided the
Montupet project with around
£140 million. |

Today the company is locked in
an abrasive conflict with its work-
force. The seeds of the dispute lie
in a pay claim lodged last Novem-
ber for an approximate 4 per cent
pay rise. When this was refused by
the management, the workers bal-
loted for limited industrial action.

Work to rule

By March the overwhelming
majority of the production work-
ers were supporting a general
work to rule and occasional half

day strikes. On 13 April two fitters

were suspended for refusing to

service machines taken over by su-

pervisors who were breaching the
terms of the work to rule. The
next day the workforce walked out
and began their all out action.

- Management reacted to the
strike action by demanding that

the union (AEEU) make it clear to

the workers that their strike ac-
tion was wholly illegal. The Union
‘officials immediately disowned
the strikers — on the grounds that
a secret postal ballot of the work-
force had not been taken to
authorise increased strike action.
The strikers ignored the direc-
tive from the union because the
union had already fouled up in its
attempt to stay within the law
over the first ballot. The company
used changes in its staff to say that
the first ballot was null and void.
The AEEU told the strikers to
return to work and promised a
properly run ballot in three or
four weeks time. The strikers

voted to stay out because they had -

so little respect for the word of the
AEEU official involved. A week
into the strike, the same senior
union official led 17 scab workers
“through the picket line.

Beckoning scabs

He went well beyond keeping
the union on the side of the law
when he made an unambiguous
~ gesture of support for the Montu-
~ pet company by standing shoulder
to shoulder with the senior plant

manager at the factory gate, and
‘beckoned scabs to come forward, -
all in full view of the incensed
strikers. |

The following morning the Un-
ion issued a public statement dis-

associating itself from the strikers.

- The strikers reciprocated by tear-
ing up their union cards. After a

mass meeting the vast majority of

the 270 workforce decided to con-
tinue with the strike. |
-On 22 April, Montupet sent out
a letter offering a two year pay

deal to the strikers but this was below
the original company offer that the
strikers had long since rejected. The

. letter reminded the strikers that their

dispute was illegal and that the com-
pany had the legal right to sack the
entire collection of strikers. To rein-
force its threat, on the very morning
that the offer was made, the company -
sacked 20 strikers and told them they
would never get their jobs back.

Hurriedly, the local SDLP MP, Joe

Hendron, who had lobbied for the
plant to be brought to Dunmurry,
stepped in to try and bring the two
sides together. a meeting was set up at
the Labour Relation Association to
which the strikers sent their represen-
tatives. The meeting was to be chaired
by Joe Hendron, and helped along by
the professional negotiators of the
LRA. .

The Montupet management never
turned up to the meeting. While the
strikers’ delegates sat twiddling their
thumbs at the LRA, the Montupet
lawyers were busy issuing 26 writs
against the strike leaders. The com-
pany lodged a legal suit alleging £4
million in damages against the strike

leaders and obtained an injunction

preventing 26 workers from approach-
ing the picket line.

Joe Hendron felt humiliated by the
Montupet management and accused
them of an “outrageous” breach of
faith with him.

On Thursday 8 May, the strlkers
were told that they were being given
one final chgnce to return to work or
face the sack. About 30 workers took
fright and went back to work the next
morning but the majority refused to
be intimidated.

New deal

That afternoon, the AEEU an-
nounced that it had agreed a new pay
deal with the company on behalf of
the scab workers and made another
call for the strikers to return to work.
The workers refused to abandon the
20 sacked workers despite the coaxing
of the union. .

It was then discovered how the
Montupet company was managing to
stay in reduced production. It was se-
cretly using a skeleton crew from one
or other of its European plants, proba-
bly from France but maybe from

- Spain.

The company shows no inclination
to reinstate the sacked workers and in
fact is threatening to replace the en-
tire workforce. It is recruiting a new
workforce through a private agency.

The company is proceeding with
its court action. On 15 May it issued a
public statement boasting that seven

‘strike leaders who the company said

have infringed the court injunction
would be in prison by next week.

~ Although the strikers are up
against it, they are sticking by their
sacked comrades. They realise the
company is out to break them. They
feel bitterly betrayed by the AEEU

~ and have all sworn to have nothing to

do with the union ever again.
The strikers are receiving no union

strike pay and are in need of dona-

tions. But what they also need is con-

tacts with and solidarity from the

workers in other Montupet plants and
solidarity from workers generally.
* Rush messages and cheques,
payable to Montupet Strike Com-
mittee, to Jeff McClay, 41 Queens
Rd, Parkhall, Antrim, BT41 1AL.

LETTERS I

Work: time to rethink?

KEITH Sinclair's review of
Anne Grey's pamphlet “The

Rights of the Unemployed”

touches on the validiy of the

demand for full employment.

It is time for the left to reassess
the validity of this demand, both
as a means of envisioning an alter-
native society and as a tool for
mobilising unemployed and em-
ployed in a common struggle
agamst poverty and social exclu-
sion.

Firstly, the call for full employ-
ment ignores the quality and pur-

Socialist Outlook seems to be
swallowing New Labour's vic-

tory much too easily. Threeim-

portant features of the results
have been overlooked.
First, the biggest electoral shift
was not more Labour votes but a
dramatic collapse in Tory votes.

Compared to the 1992 general elec-

tion, the Tories won five million
fewer votes: one and a half times
the number of votes won over by
Labour. Labour's share of the vote
is still less than it averaged in the

1950s and 1960s, when the Conser-

vatives usually governed.
Secondly, Labour failed to win a
majority of votes yet won two-
thirds of the seats. This is entirely a
product of our undemocratic elec-
toral system.
Roughly speaking the Tories got

pose of work. It will hardly
inspire those who have only expe-
rienced dead-end, low-paid work.

Secondly, it attaches a positive

connotation to work which 1s at
odds with most people’s experi-
ence under capitalism.
Thirdly, it is sometimes taken
to imply an element of conscrip-
tion. Fourthly, it implies a defini-
tion of employment which
excludes unpaid domestic work
and constructive social activity
outside the labour market. '
Work offers two things under

2 votes for every 3 Labour votes yet
won only 1 MP for every 3 Labour
MPs. The scale of Labour's victory
was certainly down to New La-
bour's “Operation Victory”.

Labour targeted the 70,000 peo-
ple in marginal seats who actually
decide which party rules.

Thirdly, the vote for socialist
candidates who ran against L.abour
was actually quite good. Socialist
candidates stood in one in seven

constituencies, winning: 75,683

votes. On average, Socialist L.abour

‘won 1.85 per cent, the Scottish So-

cialist Alliance won 1.83 per cent
and even the Socialist Party (for-
merly Militant) won 1.21 per cent.

~ For first attempts, these results
compare well with long established
left parties elsewhere in Europe.

The SLP and SSA fared better than |

capitalism, an income and soci

- contact. In some cases it offers

limited scope for personal deve

opment and job fulfilment, bu"

this is constrained by the wor}k
lack of control over her/his wo
process and product.

Socialists need to popularis¢
set of demands which respond:
the needs of both the unemplo

(for economic security, social ¢

tact and meaningful work) and
over-employed (for greater leis

- time without ﬁnan(:lal Ioss), fo

example:

* A guaranteed basic income -

everybody.
* Work sharing w1thout los:

pay.
* Redefinition of employmeﬁ

include housework, childcare a::

voluntary work, and proper pay

and conditions for this work.

* Shifting responsibility for
work out of the home into the :
cial sphere.

* The abolition of socially d
structive work and its replacen
with socially useful work, unde
worker and community contro

Adam Hartm
Manches

Tory collapse, not
L.abour landslide

many of the north European
munist, Green and New Leftp
during the 1980s, prior to the;

the Berlin Wall. .
- Far from weakening the abi!

social democracy to defeat right

parties, socialist election camp
actually increase and sustain th
of centre vote:

In terms of European electi
one-party monopoly on left of «
votes aids the right, because d
sionment in that single party

- pressed in elections as support f:
‘right.

Elsewhere,a range of partics
on the working class and progr:
movements means that voters
turn away from one party tend t
within the same camp, rather
swmglng over to the right.

Duncan Char
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Tough on services: tough on the users of services

THE HONEYMOON was
- over before it even started.

It took just three weeks of a '

Labour government to

achieve the seemingly impos-

sible: in Oxfordshire the 7ory

Party has produced car win-

‘dow stickers (on blue paper)
demanding
cuTs®t | |
The Tories have jumped
aboard a bandwagon that unites
all of the main political parties
in Oxfordshire against John
Prescott and the new Labour
government, after Prescott
-opted to uphold the Tory “cap” -
on council spending for the
three counties which had asked
permission to spend more.

Stalingrad O’Neill

It’s a case of New Labour No

Difference for those campaign-
ingin defence of vital public serv-

ices. While David Blunkett and
his colleagues prate on about
standards in schools, Oxford-

shire children face even larger

classes in a fifth successive year of
education cuts. |

“Reasonable” cuts

- Blair’s deputy prime minister
pronounced the Tory cash limits
to be “reasonable”, despite the
fact that they mean additional
cuts of £6m in Oxfordshire — on
top of a £14m cuts package al-
ready being-forced through, ax-
ing almost every area of council

services from school budgets, so-

cial services and road repairs to

“STOP THE [l

nonsense of Labour’s claims

nghtmg council cuts New Labour IS now comm:ttecf to uphold Tory spending cap, threatening jobs and services

~ But thanks to John Prescott,
the county council could be re-
quired to refund the princely sum
of 54p per week to each Oxford-

“shire Band D council tax payer,
~in exchange for sacking more

the’already decimated arts and

~leisure budget.

The councils were not asking
for any more money from central
government, only for Labour to
carry out its promise to end the
capping of council spending, and
allow democratically elected

councillors to decide the level of

- council tax.

. liament. But few of Labour’s new

teachers, and closing the school
meals service (axing almost 1,000
jobs), closing up to 15 libraries,

and closing old people’s homes.

Smaller, si'milar cuts will be im-

The continued clamp on coun-
cil spending is just one glaring

example of New Labour’s indif-

ference to the defence of public
services and the welfare state.
The apparent “radicalism” of the
first 30 days in office has been

strictly confined to window-

dressing and gestures rather than
the bread and butter concerns of
working people, pensioners and

 to retrain teachers, reduce class

sizes or improve conditions.

Frank Dobson, Health Secre-

tary, won a standing ovation from

‘the servile Royal College of Nurs-

ing for boasting that Labour will
be as tough as the Tories on NHS
pay. Labour’s pre-election prom-
iIses to sweep away the internal

market and GP fund-holding
have been postponed to the dis-

Fight Labour’s Tory p011c1es'

posed on the other two countxes, |

Somerset and Warwickshire.

Campaigners are pressing Ox-
- fordshire councillors to push the
issue to the limits, by appealing
- against Prescott’s ruling, forcmg |

the final decision to a vote in Par-

'MPs seem likely to stick their

necks out and vote to defy the
deputy prime minister’s Tory
policy.

the unemployed

~ Blunkett has set out to antago-
nise teaching unions, promoting

the hated OFSTED boss, Tory
appointee Chris Woodhead [the

subject of a unanimous vote of no

confidence by the National Asso- -

ciation of Head Teachers confer-

ence] to the forefront of his
crusade for educational stan-

dards, while offering not a penny
extra to enable “failing” schools

tant future: the promlsed halt to
hospital closures in London has

~been dropped. The only legisla-

tion on the NHS will be a Bill to
encourage more private firms to

~invest in lucrative NHS develop-

ment projects.

Meanwhile health authontles
and Trusts, squeezed by last No-
vember’s spending freeze, are
contemplating massive cash defi-
cits and draconian cuts, making a

- Oxfordshire health author-
ity, £8m in the red this year,

has cut back on all non-urgent

operations and is warning that
local Trusts could run out of
money to pay wages.
Millions of pensioners
struggle on in poverty, the un-
employed face increased har-
assment under the Jobseekers
Allowance, and higher educa-
tion 1s convulsed an another
round of cuts, triggering dis-
putes like the 5-week strike at
‘Southwark College.

- Disaster

One month of New Labour
15 already enough to show that
it threatens disaster for work-
ing people.

It doesn’t have to be like
this. A Labour government
with a 179-seat majority could
easily find the money to rescue
and improve the welfare state.

Instead of a government
tough on services, tough on the
users of services, Labour
should be looking to imple-
ment some of the many ways
they can raise money for wel-
fare spending without taxing
individual workers.

A tax on the turnover of
multinationals, or on the
speculative dealings in the City
of London, could deliver bil-
lions to fund the services we
need and deserve.

This summer’s union con-
ferences and Labour confer-
ence must break free from the
mindless euphoria of the elec-
tion victory and focus on the
fight to make the new Labour
government deliver a real
break from the old Tory poli-
cies.
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