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The ABC
of
Labour

The Official Secrets Act,
and those Labour leaders

that insist on preserving it, §

must be removed as an
obstacle to the democratic
rights of the workers’ move-
ment.

This is the obvious lesson of
six  week AubreyBerry-
Campbell “‘secrets’’ trial which
is in its concluding stages as we
go to press.

John Berry, the
Signals Intelligence corporal
who spoke to journalists
Duncan Campbell and Crispin
Aubrey, has already been pro-
nounced guilty by Mr Justice
Mars-Jones.

And his summing up has laid
stress on the importance of the
Official Secrets Act for

“national security”’.

In reality the Act defends
only the secrecy of the military
and state apparatus that
maintain capitalist rule. '

former

Manifesto

But the Labour leadership
has openly declared its refusal
to implement their own Manif-
esto pledge to repeal it.

And while NUJ leaders have
made strident verbal protests
about the trial, there has been

no serious attempt to mobilise
action in defence of the ABC &

victims of this reactionary law.

The bitter lesson of the de-
portation of former CIA agent
Phillip Agee still has not been
learnt,

The labour movement must
act to defend John Berry and
the other defendants should
they be convicted.

And workers must drive out
those ““leaders’’ who collaborate
with the state machine against
the interests of the labour move-
ment.

betrayal

growing dole queues.

Any group = of
workers who may have
been intending to settle
peacefully _for
Chancellor Healey’s 5%

pay limit will have to

think again.

The thumping 2%
increase in mortgage interest
rates has just wiped out the
whole of this year’s wage
increase- in one go-—and
there are plenty more price
increases and attacks on
living standards to come.

Most affected are young
workers ° with families,
whose wage packets only
barely stretched to pay the
bills before the latest price
hike.

But every section of
workers will be hit by the
package of measures intro-
ducedlast week by Healey,
when he raised the banks’
Minimum Lending Rate to a
record 12%% and triggered
the mortgage increase.

By tightening up the
money supply, Healey has
ensured that the average
business loan now costs 7%
more than the present rate
of inflation; in other words
he has taken a further step
towards ‘a new round of
closures, redundancies and
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These measures do not
come as a result of wide-

spread breaches of the 5%

pay limit. No substantial
section of workers is yet
receiving more than a 5%
increase.

Recession

Rather they emerge from
the international crisis of
capitalism,  which has
produced the present world
recent
chaotic plunge of the dollar
in the money markets.

President Carter’s panic
moves to ‘‘save’’ the dollar
entailed borrowings = of
$30 000 million and a sharp
rise in interest rates within
the USA itself.

This was designed to
attract investment from
other capitalist countries.

But while a transfer of
foreign investment out of
Britain would ‘strengthen
the dollar, it would weaken
the pound, particularly at a
time of increasing class
struggle.

So in order to placate the
international bankers, and
in particular the Common
Market financiers, Healey

was forced to raise interest

rates in Britain.

The whole
exposes the myth of wage
controls ending inflation.

In reality the value of the
pound internationally,
which determines a vast
range of prices in the shops,
is completely out of the
control of the actions of the
working class or of the
government—and can
fluctuate wildly due to
completely unforseen
factors.

Workers have no interest
in sacrificing wage increases
under conditions of the
capitalist. crisis; rather it is
essential to seek full pro-
tection against increases in
the cost of living through a
sliding scale of wages.

Automatic

Under the sliding scale,
wages would rise automatic-
ally in line with a workers’
cost of living index, worked
out in each case by elected
trade union/housewives’
committees, and taking
taxation and mortgage
charges into account.

The employers will of

episode

course complain that they
cannot afford to. pay a
sliding scale of wages. This
1S no more than an admis-

sion that workers living
standards can only be
protected through the
nationalisation of major

industry and the establish-
ment of a planned socialist
economy.

Ditched

A whole series of wage
claims already submitted—
including the Ford claim—
actually contain the call for
cost of living clauses.

But such demands are

being quietly ditched by
union . leaders @ anxious
merely to head off the
militancy of their members.

But Chancellor Healey is
already threatening further
monetary policies to strip
us of increases over 5%:
only the sliding scale of
wages offers an answer to
such treachery!

The answer 1is ' clear:
public sector and private
sector workers alike must
follow the example of Ford,

Leyland and bakery workers

the strikes!

Carter

now on strike if their living
standards are’ not to be
further savaged by the inter-
national bankers. |

And in fighting for their
full claims, workers must
also take up the struggle to
remove the IMF’s British

-representatives—the

Callaghan-Healey leadership
—from" the Labour Party,
and establish leadership res-
ponsive to the interests of
the working class,

Spread and coordinate
For a sliding  scale of
wages!

Build councils of action!

Kick out Callaghan and
Healey!

PHOTO: Carlos Augustino, IFL
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" The leaders of the
world’s largest
union” are - once

very sharp) hook.

This time Eugen Loderer
and the other bureaucrats of
West. German metal

the
1 workers union IG-Metall are
" being forced towards calling
§ strike;action by workers in
{1 the steel industry.

As the German cap1tahsts .

“I'have moved to ‘rationalise’

their share of the 1mpena11st |
- crisis by seeking to impose

‘mass redundancies,
militancy has increased
dramatlcally on the shop
floor in the steel plants.
Already under fire from
‘a steady barrage of hostile
criticism and even outright
rejection from its members,
the IG-Metall leadership is
§ in no position to crush these
latest developments.
Employees have
refused even to discuss the

national wage claim, which |

has been centred round the

popular call for a 35 hour

week.

The union executive 1sj
_certain to allow a

Now
ballot on strike action to go
" ahead next week in the
~largest steel-producing area,
North Rhme-Westphaha.

"~ The ballot
reveal an.
majority in favour of strike
action.

For Dboth

the

- such a result will black out
the last dwindling prospect
‘of a cosy, troublefree
winter by the fireside.

- Junt

) Of all the countries
of Latin America today

Peru is the one where
capitalism has fewest
visible = means @ of
support. :
" More positively it is Peru
where the workers and

peasants are
_ taking power into their own
hands.

This critical situation has
arisen first of all from the
virtual political collapse of
the military dictatorship
headed by President Morales
Bermudez.

- Morales’ predecoessor
General Velasco
managed to rule for eight
- years based on a mlxture
of “anti-imperialist”’

rhetoric, one or two much-
exagerated social reforms,
the building of “masds organ-
. isations” which he had run
by opportunist “revolution-

ary” intellectuals, the
cringing political support of
Fidel Castro and the

Peruvian Communist Party
and a good deal of repres-
- 'sion.

- Morales—a more candid
right winger from the start—
lacked all these assets
except the repress1on

- As the economic crisis of |
the regime over- the last
three years has grown more |

o

trade
again |
‘caught on a large (and.

flatly

is sure to:
overwhelming

. West |
German steel magnates and

Loderer and his colleagues, .
- 10 restabilise  the

closest to

had

The workers who have

cnppled oil- productlon in

Iran, remain solid in their

strlke despite the threats of
the new military govern-
ment.

Although General

wage rise, the

demands have

their political

- been met,
| These demands include a call -
for the removal of the Shah and .

the release of all political
prisoners, together with a series
of measures designed to end

_ imperialist domination of the

Iranian economy,
As the scab troops sent in

to. work the oil fields and
refineries have made little
advance in their ability to

maintain productuon the -strike
is still causing massive economic

 disruption, not only within fran
whole of

but for  the
imperialism.

The imperialists are now

busy trying to convince them-

selves that  the genérals have
been successful in their efforts
Shah's
dictatorship. But reports from
the opposition within lran agree
that the strike wave IS
continuing in full flood.

Bermudes

and more catastr0ph1c, the

remedies more and more
directed against the jobs and
wages of the workers and

- the counter-reactions more

and ‘more militant, so
Morales has had to depend

increasingly on repression

alone.
Tolefa-noe

This has lost his regime
every vestige of popular
tolerance on which its pre-
decessor partially survived.

But in spite of the repres-

sion throughout this year

the working class through a
series of daring strikes and

&

Azhari’s
cabinet has now offered a-22%
strikers are

‘refusing to return to work until

‘prominent

- ordered- by
. keep away from. the factories.
When Tavakoli challenged this

.capable

it hno

" he Dbargained for.

‘no substance
- words—as

"posmon in the CrAnctita---

The these -

| militancy of
strikes is reveaied in a report
c1rculatmg Tehran of develop-

ments six weeks ago in the.
- northern city of Tabriz. -
"Workers on strike there

occupied the match-making and

textiles factories. owned by a
Iranian capitalist,
The - employer was
the occupiers to

Tavakoli.

authority he was attacked by
the strikers and had ‘to be
removed to a hospital, where he

~ shortly died of a heart attack.

Violent

Alongside these strikes, the
huge and violent demonstra-
tions are continuing throughout
iran despite the orders of the
generals. These mobilisations
are expected to reach a climax
on 9 December when Shi‘ite
Moslems will commemorate the
martyrdom of one of their early

leaders on what is probably the

major date in their religious

calendar.

Far from proving itself

developments, the military
government has shown
confused and divided.
Azhari

First

demonstrations showed that
it could no longer be held
down.,

Morales was forced to
call (blatantly undemo-
cratic)
“Constituent Assembly” in
an attempt to stave off his

" moment of reckoning and
perhaps

even reverse the
Crisis.

The result was not what
"Every
participating party at least
verbally  opposed
military regime. |

And a remarkably high
share of the very loaded poll
went to partles of the
working class, in particular
the FOCEP Front of parties
calling themselves Trotsky-
ist, who gave every impres-
sion of meaning what they
said and showed that up to
a point they were capable of
mobilising the masses.

But the party with most
votes in the June elections
(35%) and so the immediate

arbiters of the fate of the

regime was the old
bourgeois nationalist move-
ment APRKRA, now once

again in one of its verbally
radical phases.

But ‘as in the past there is
in APRA’s
it proves every
day by usmg its dominant

¥ |

“arrest Karim Sanjabi,

of controlling these
itself

arrested the hea.d of .

elections to a.

the
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moved to
leader of

SAVAK-—then he

the bourgeois National
and potentially one-of his most
valuable alties.

Whlle the generais cannot
decide whether to seek to
impose a full scale military
dictatorship, or try and instal!
a ‘civilian’ regime, the bourgeois
nationalists and the religious

" leaders have been driven into a

new ailiance.

- The force propelling the
ayatollah Khomeini and Sanjabi
together has been the indepen-

dent mobilisation of the

organised strength of the iranian

proletariat. - |
This movement -~ bhas

presented a daunting challenge
to religious and bourgeois demo-
crats alike. From their different

_positions, each has reached out

to the other in hopes of explort-
ing for their own ends the crisis
of the dictatorship and the
equally critical weakness of
working class leadership.

“Their new found unity has
been calculated to attract
support from sections of the
officer caste who ''share their
perspective on the way 10
control and suppress the move-

ment. of workers and peasants .

that is- dally undermlnmg the:r
polmcal strength.

isibl

Assembly to block w1th the
far-right Christian Popular
Party against the demands
of the left (espe01ally of

FOCEP) and in defence of

the military dictatorship.
APRA is led by the more
than 80 year old Haya de la

Torre who if there were an

Olympiad for opportunists
would certainly be among
the finalists.

Haya de la Torre, as
President of the Assembly,
is  rapidly . losing  all

credibility as an opponent
'of the regime. ~

Attacked

| This was demonstrated

when three weeks ago, after

the last IMF-placating round
of price rises, a demonstra-
tion attacked not only
government buildings but
also APRA offices as well.
"APRA turned down the
FOCEP resolution demand-

ing the complete reversal of

the price increases; but at
the same time its leaders felt
obliged to present their own
resolution asking the
government to reconsider
the increases.

They still hope that such
puny gestures will let them
win the presidential and
congressional elections
which are due next year

Front

- {ran. :
. This means calling on the
 TGWU and other unions in
'transport and the docks to

~ and the
leadership who so

after

IN BRITAIN, where Foreign
Secretary David Owen has time
and ~again declared himself
unambiguously in support of

- the Shah, the protests of Labour

‘lefts’ have, up to now, been
restricted to empty speeches
and Parliamentary arm-waving.

- The urgent question for the
British working class is to take

up throughout the trade union

movement the fight for full-
scale

blacking of supplles
needed to bolster repressnon in

organise. the identification and
blacking of cargoes—especially
arms and ammumtlon bound for
{ran.

" This must be combined with

"the struggle within the Labour

Party for the removal of Owen
pro-imperialist
Callaghan
tenaciously fight against the
interests of the world’s working
class.

~ Those Labour ‘lefts’ such as
Sheffield MP Martin Flannery
who have spoken out against

support for the Shah must be

called upon to play a leading
role in such a fight or stand
exposed as empty wind bags.

the Assembly has
approved the new constitu-

tion.

Discontent

Out in the streets and
mines and factories where it
really matters there 1s very
little that APRA can do
now to protect the regime

from the discontent of the
masses. A

"Even the Moscow-—backed

Communist Party (Unidad)
is not in a position to help

very much since it can now

only hang on to control of
the decreasingly important
‘Peruvian General Confedera-

tion of  Labour (CGTP)
through blatant ballot-rigg-
ing against the breakaway
(equally
(Majority).
Workers in any case have
been turning increasingly to
union organisations other

than the CGTP.

Terror

'Fof months Morales has
shown that though terror is

his only weapon in relation

to strikes and other militant

mass actions, he does not

dare to use it to its fullest
extent. He: has thus been
forced into a

! lysed crucial
. Ghanaian economy,
the docks, when the government.
‘sacked over
- strikers. |

1 permanent
with the Civil Servants’ Associa-

" national

Stahmst) - CP

1United States

series of |

Strikes
‘cripple

Ghana

“National consensus’ was
the cant spouting from the
lips- of Ghana’s - military
dictators seven months ago. -

They spelt out the meaning |
of this patriotic phrase more
fully last week by declaring a
state of emergency to crush

| more than 80 militant strikes in |
 the public sector.

in March, the generals rigged
referendum votes to produce a
majority in favour
proposed ‘Union Government’.
Now they have suspended even |
the petty democratic nghts'

-_ conceded by the dictatorship.

General Akuffo explamod_-

' how ‘disappointed’ he was that }
170,000 workers had taken strike

| action,

| announce
i damage to property had now §

and went on to
that strikes and

become criminal acts agamst the

 security of the state.

The strikes had already para- |
including -
20,000 of the

As the generals began to'

recruit scab replacements from

the huge reserve army of unem-

ployed and mpovenshad
workers, the trade union
bureaucracy -slamme?d mto

reverse gear,
On Friday, they tssued a f
grovelling plea that they had not
‘meant to undermine authority’
by failing to order an immediate
return to work. ’

But now that the dlctator- |

'sh;p had agreed to set up a
arbitration board

tion, they could call the strike
off. -

The real ‘consensus’ whae
Akuffo represents is between
the generals and world imperial-

ism on how best to continue

exploiting the proletariat and
other oppressed masses of
Ghana. - '

In their fight to blow that
gentleman’s agreement apart,
Ghanaian workers will have to
begin. by replacing the labour
bureaucrats of today with a

| leadership prepared to fight and

lead = their revolutionary

struggles.

- humiliating concessions.

The latest is an under-
taking to grant some local
autonomy and (in violation

of the IMF’s spendmg cuts)

a massive increase in public

~works in the jungle town of

Tucallpa which was para-
lysed by what seems to have
been little short of an
insurrectional general strike.
But the regime’s ability
to temporarily buy off such

struggles is - extremely
limited. = |

Las week’s agreements
with Peru’s main inter-

creditors to
reschedule repayments of

debt for two years are based_ |

on the creditors’ insistence

“that the Peruvian govern-

ment implements all the

IMPF’s measures.

And that implies takmg' |
even harsher action against
the increasingly combative
working class.

UNITED STATES
There will be a centre
lpage feature on the

political situation in the
| . in the}
next issue.

of their "

sections of the |
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~ The vicious dictatorship
of Anastasio Somoza and
his nepotistic clique . in
Nicaragua appears to be
lurching towards ~a final

us unpenahsm now finds
itself no longer able to give full-
blooded support to the contin-
uation of the. Somoza dynasty.

Last week, “human rights”
crusader Jimmy Carter ensured
that the IMF once again blocked
a loan of 9 20 million to
Nicaragua.

Carter of course made noises
about. insufficient. liberalisation
measures, but the real reason is
that he knows full well that the
longer Somoza lasts,” then the
stronger will be worklng-class

opposition both to Somoza and

" to the group of businessmen and

Liberation Front (FSLN),

church leaders which Carter will

back as the new government,
The key bourgeois forces

involved in the anti-Somoza

movement are united in The

Group of Twelve’ (Los Doce).
This groupmg is vital to
Carter’s intervention since it has
the support of the Tercerista
wing of the Sandinista National

The
claiming to be

Terceristas, whilst
‘revolutionary

‘Marxists’ and leading a series of

daring and effective guersllalst
blows at Somoza, have consis-
tently cuddled up to the broad
opposmon front against the

dictator, forging unprmclpled
links wnth the MNicaraguan
bourgeoisie.

Leadershlp

In fact the Sandinistas have
authorised Los Doce to form a
provisional government if a
Sandinista military operation
should permanently iiberate any
part of Nicaraguan territory.

Needless to say, both the
Nicaraguan Stalinists and the
social democrats have joined in
the broad opposition front.

The leadership of the largest
of three general trade unions has
established links with the MDN,
a ‘“’businessmen’s organisation’’
led by Alfonso Robelo (organi-
sor of February’s businessmen’s
strike).

In this situation, the

. question of leadership in the

workingclass movement is
posed most starkly. = -

The strength of support for
the Sandinists comes from the
urban and rural working-class
(nearly 50% of the Nicaraguan
‘labour force is in agriculture or
fishing).

But the bourgeois allies of
the Tercegrista wing of the
Sandinists can in no way repre-
sent the interests of these
workers and peasants.

The Sandinists have, for the

last three years, moved ever
further down the path of class
collaboration in their efforts to
cut corners in order to end the
bloody dictatorship of Somoza. .
The full implications of such
a strategy can be seen in the
historic defeat inflicted on the
Chilean working-class after just
such a Popular Front formation
was overthrown. ~
Below we print an interview

" with Angel Barrajon, an official

representative of the Sandmlsts
currently visiting Britain,
Clearly the WSL has funda-

mental political differences of

programme and perspectwe with
the FSLN, hut we feel it is vital

to publicise the struggles of the
Nicaraguan working-class and to
raise the issues of proletarian
internationalism  within  the
labour movement in Britain.

Could you describe the political
composition of the FSLN?
The FSLN is a body comprising
three main
Prolonged Popular War
Tendency the Proletarian
Tendency, and the Insurrection-
al Tendency or Terceristas
(*Thirdists").

The Prolonged Popular War

Tendency is Marxist and has a
strategy of a long-term war of

attrition based among the
peasant communities,

Its leaders were killed iIn
combat with the National Guard
in 1976, but it was prominent in
the uprising of September this

groups, the

vear .in the towns of Leon,
Chinandega, and Estoli.

The Proletarian Tendency is
Marxist-Leninist and has a
strategy of political organisation
in the towns; it is the smallest of
the three groups. '

The Insurrectional Tendency
or Tercerista wing is now the
largest group. It seeks tactical
alliances with - progressive
elements in the middle classes,
notably Los Doce, and has inter-
national support from
Venezuela and Panama. |

The ' Terceristas have been
responsible for

‘armed actions against Somoza

most of the

good -

' 3
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- Wounded youth carrzed off under a hazl offzre

since October 1977,. including
the taking of the Palacio
Nacional in August this year.
Where does the FSLN get its
arms from?

From the black market or from

the defeated sections of the
Nat:onal Guard.

Do you receive any. a:d from
Cuba?
The “geo-pohtucal' s:tuatnon in

the Caribbean has prevented.

Cuba from helping. Effectively
we are alone. We have a very
relationship with Cuba,
but there is no way they can
give material help. Cuba accepts
Nicaraguan refugees and FSLN
members requiring = medical
treatment.

What links do you have with

other liberation mqvements?
We are in touch with groups in

" El Salvador and in Guatemala.

Could you give an outline of the
latest developments in the
struggle to overthrow Somoza?
The broad opposition front
clearly contains many ambigui-
ties and new splits are emerging.
Certain forces want to establish
a kind of Somozaism without
Somoza.

In the last few days however
a United Peoples Movement has

“been set up by 22 proletarian

organisations. The aim of thisis
to avoid the revolutionary pro-
cess being trapped inside bour-
geois democracy.

It is very definitely a popular
~there are no

movement,

‘tablishment of a

bourgeois elem ents involved.

What about the orientation of
the Terceristas to L.os Doce and
other conservatives?

Within the FSLN itself there are -

no class contradictions. There

are certain strategic differences

on. forming alliances with the
bourgeoisie but we act in
unison. |

We do not as an organisation
participate in either the broad
-opposition front or the United
Peoples Movement, but we do
maintain  relationships with
them. |

The bourgeois ant:-Somoza
forces are simply using a
popular base to attack Somoza
because he is restricting their
prof:tablllty

‘But they are at best reform-
ists—particularly with reference
" to the National Guard, which
we ragard as an army of occu-
pation.

What you
understand is that we are aiso
fighting U.S. imperialism which
is intervening at all levels,
- militarily,
politically.

U.S. mercenaries and anti-
Castroites are also involved. We
_want the European left to
pressurise the U.S. to end this

intervention. We also need arms

and money.

We see our struggle as one
for the conquest of basic
freedoms and popular demo-
cratic rights,

Our uitimate aim . is the es-
socialist

‘becomes social property,

have to

economically and

-
Somoza

society, but we must first pass

through a series of stages.

Can you comment on the timing
of the September uprising?

- Some elements in the FSLN did

not think the time was ripe for
mass support for armed struggle,
the majority felt that the forces
available were ready for open
conflict.

With hindsight we can see
that the movement did not have
enough strength to carry outan.
insurrection. We are trying now
to plan a new offensive wnth
new tactlcs |

; What steps is the FSLN takmg

to set up councils of action and

- soviets as a basis for a workers

and peasants government?
We have two basic objectives in
the present stage. Firstly the
expropriation of the Somoza
clan and their associates who
own 30% of the economy and
40% of the cultivable land and -
secondly the political and
ideological struggle to build for
socialism. |
When tand
we can
begin real agrarian reform and
gain control over production.
. We do organisational work
both in the urban and rural
working-class, but it is very hard
given - the extent of the
reprassion. |

Somoza’s

" As Trotskyists we in the WSL

stand for the reconstruction of
the Fourth International based
solidly on the Transitional
Programme. Do you have any
contact with groups claiming to
be Trotskyist either within
Nicaragua or from outside?

We have had discussions with
Trotskyists both inside and out-
side Nicaragua. We feel that
they are too concerned - with.
matters of theory.

The Trotskylsts in Nlcaragua
have no base in the working-
class. We do not reject the
Trotskyist position as such, but
dislike the inquisitorial process
Trotskylsts use.
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’ actuaily folt,

An rmportant step was
- taken last week when the
‘organising committee for

the conference on cuts rnv -

the NHS to. be held

- Sheffield passed the resol |

ution printed below. -

_ The resolution: repsesenfg me:
culmmatlon of &’ fight '._wm;vd ’

over about a. yearff
members f tM=* N =
-Socialist League

“This conf e i

NHS and other’
arise out of polioies_‘ ng. velil

e 'p-uaq.a by the

wages |
“3) At present the plans of

the Area Health Authorities for

cut-backs are shrouded in
-secrecy, This secrecy must be

abolished—all plans, discussions -
and  information
. _opened for inspection by trade

should be

union committees and to users
*of ‘the NHS to aid the struggle
agamst the cuts.

~."“4) For regular increases in
“the ‘health service budget to

keop pace with inflation and
-?:ziadditienel financing to meet the

yoads of patients.
<, ) At present the NHS is

: .:; " supplier companies, which make

government.

economic crisis of the capitalist

system the - government s

attempting to find a m!unon-

within that very svmm by the
2 oubli c
expenditure. In an attempt to
offset a crisis of profitability

use of such measqr
control and "cufs’.

and satisfy the. demands of the

IMF and private industriafists
the government s clawmc back
money from the public sector
SO as to provide private industry
with subsidies, grants and tax

concessions. :

‘’Conference is opposed to
all the cuts in-public expen-
diture and
~against them

following programme.

1) Opposition to ‘all cuts
in government Spendlng and for
a reversal of all previous cuts.

We oppose cuts in other services

- a8 a8 means of mamtaining the
" NHS. Opposrtron must be both

at national level, where the
decisions are taken and at local
level, where
in the form of
closures and reductions in
staffing levels. There must be no
sacrifice of services or Iwmg
- standards, simply to maintain in
. office a Labour government

Umomsatlon .

“2) For full unionisation of

the NHS and a campmgn for
large increases in pay to

- overcome. the low levels in the
NHS. This can only be achieved

by fighting to break: government
wage control

means of a slrdmg

rewlves to: fight
in - the Mour'
movement on the basis of the_

the effacts a.re“'

and by linking
wage increases to mﬂatron byh'_ g B

melE e T  enormous profits out of it. The -
““Faced wrth the te supply to the NHS must be
taken out of the hands of the

-monopolies by means of .their

nationalisation. @ We must
support an investigation into the
finances of these companies by

~trade unionists working in them
.and in the NHS as part of the
- campaign for their nationalisa-

tion. They must then be fully
integrated into the NHS and

~managed by committees of

drug and

workers and NHS users.
~ "*6) These policies can only
be fought for within the general
fight for a planned socialist
economy based on the
nationalised banks, finance
companies and monopolies. The
health service will remain a
second-class service, designed to
cure sickness rather than
promote and ensure a healthy
population, as long as it is sub-
ject to the policies of a govern-
ment which places the interasts
of the capitalist economy above
those of the working class Only
as part of a fight for a govern-
ment which serves and is respon-

. sible to the working class can

the interests of the workers in

the NHS and its users be

defended. | -
“To . fight for this

programme, conference resolves

to:

a) support all occupations,
strikes and other actions against
closures and cut-backs.

b) fight for supporting st.rike‘

action by other sections of
workers.

c) challenge all those trade

" republican

~how thin
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been d“b
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Students. ¥zl

Their idea of 4
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mﬂhon~strong mmbefship

around London fora day
performing “stunts” s
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is to send groupsof students - and . must
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T:he NUS Executive
responsible for

thlS farcical “G-day’’ propo-

.'t.sal must be censured at the

commg NUS conference,

. Organise a genuine campaign

*“ which the government and

o ,-'trade
students are

union - bureaucracy

be forced to

keep up with inflation, so
that they are not eroded
further.

Students should unite
with trade unionists in price

committees to assess how

inflation is hitting their
pockets, and by what rate

grants and wages should
increase.
Trevor ~ Phillips (NUS

President) and his Broad

their

union and Labour Party leaders

who refuse to fight against the

cuts and campaign to remove
them from thejr positions
~d) elect a committee based

'Opponents of the British
military occupation of the
North of Ireland have for a

long time pointed out the

way in which prolonged
remand of unconvicted
prisoners has
become an unofficial system
of internment. ’

- It has become commonplace
for anti-imperialists to remain
anything up to 2 vyears in jail
before being brought to trial.

But flast week Labour’s

‘Northern freland torture chief

Roy Mason went one step

further—and stripped prlsoners

of their legal right to appear in
court prior to remand. -
The occasion for this new
attack was the industrial action
by prison screws—but the speed
of Mason’s action demonstrated
is the veneer of

interested in organising their

membership to flght around

these demands.

Instead they are doing
best to dissipate
student militancy into such

pointless activities as
“pray-ins”’, |
. The WSL urges its

student supporters to join
the fight for building a
leadership in NUS which is
capable and willing to fight

on nominations from the
conference and delegates from
participating organisations, - to
co-ordinate the campaign and
lead the

“legality’* behind which British
imperialism masks its military
repression.

The sheer arrogance with
which Mason proceeded to
defend his actions outraged even
the legal profession in Northern
Ireland. Last Tuesday a group
of 23 junior barristers met. to
demand Mason’s resignation.

Contemptuous
They drew attention to his
contemptuous remarks - in
Parliament, in  which he
declared: |

l‘l

am aware that those

defence counsel who regularly

defend Provisional IRA .
terrorlsts- are seething with
anger.’ '

Mason had gone on to talk
of unconvicted ‘remand
- prisoners as:

“‘people who have

committed murder, conspired to

murder and terrorist offences.”

The barristers pointed out
that Mason’s actions and words
amounted to

‘‘the
man who has consistently
 shown nothing but contempt
for the due process of law in
this jurisdiction’’,

Eventually, though deaf to
these protests, Mason lifted the
emergency legislation as the
screws voted to resume normal
working. His  hypocritical
remarks summed up the reac-
tionary role of the whole
Labour leadership on the Irish-

question,

“The due process of law in

Northern lreland must remain
sacrosanct [!] but the security
of our province
important.’”’

Is equally

"The scandal is that Mason is

‘fight for the

“bhasis for

programme  can

latest excess from a

-organising

) eﬁéf‘“‘fﬁ’w

programme,”’

The resolution was even-
tually supported unanimously
on the organising committee,
which is composed of members
of the WSL, Workers Power and
the IMG, plus delegates from
the Labour Party, NUPE and
ASTMS. -

Preparations for the confer-
ence are well under way. All
union branches -and ° labour
organisations have been
circulated with details of the
conference and there has been a
response from several directions.

The conference provides the
turning the fight
against the cuts, which has been -
mainly defenswe into a political
offensive,

In Sheffield, the tendency $O

- far, has been to respond to cuts

as . they occur, sometimes
successfully {(as was recently the
case with Thornbury Annexe,
part of the Children’s Hospital).

But this doesn’t stop the
cuts coming. In order to prevent
the cuts a political offensive
needs to be waged.

This is the reason for the
conference—to  discuss the
situation in Sheffield within the

-context of the general poittacal

situation. .
‘The resolution is central to -
this task. |
If the conference adopts the
resolution it will pave the way
forward for an important
development, both in Sheffield
and nationally. -
The  points raised in the
' only be
realistically fought for in the
context of a national campaign
against the bureaucracy of the
trade unions and Labour Party.
~As such, the WSL would
urge support for the initiatives
taken in  Sheffield, both by
similar conferences
based solidly on the labour
movement and by sending dele-
gates - to the conference to be
held in Sheffield. | 8
- The conference will take
place on Saturday December 2
at the Mount Pleasant Centre
Sharrow Lane, Sheffield, from
10.00.am till 5 00pm
Speakers include delegates
from. Hounslow Occupation
Committee, the South Oxford
Nursery Campaign and the

Catering ‘will not simply be able to  Left friends will never be  on the above demands. not a Tory minister. He is an  >ocialist Medical Association.

urged to tum up in thelr .laugh-off s : - NUM-sponsored minister in a . o
overalls, theologmal ’ Labour administration. Prisoners Aid
students will partictpate in a ~ Such a campalgn should - Yostilit - Committee

“pray-in’ at..,We.stmmster “be based on demands for | 4 DAY OF SOLIDARITY
Cathedral. S | -mandatory grants for all The British Labour WITH IRISH POWs
- Penny Cooper long- students— concentrating on movement must act to remove , 1 POWs
standmg Stalinist treasurer  the needs of students in the these  reactionary  “’leaders - November 26
of ©~ NUS, claims that = further education sectore ‘g:::ii "igeger‘i’;'i?rgorazg&"stwt';g Assemble Hyde Park
‘s:;cllédentss :lre ‘bcg:d’ \:ith | mﬂgaa;;aa:; Sliresent discrimi- Irish people is a clear indication | 2.30pm

usu arliamentar f hosti rki
lobby  and wlz-)mt a morse - The grant should be in- of their hostility to the working Mal'Ch to Clefkenwell

class in Britain too. |
- In mobilising to drive out
the Callaghan/Mason clique and
force a withdrawal of British
~troops from lreland, maximum
trade union and Labour Party
contingents should be mobilised
on the Prisoners Aid Committee
national Day of Solidarity with
Irish  Prisoners .of War on
Sunday November 26.

~active’ form of protest | Green
~These remarks are an
insult to the membersmp of
NUS. Of course students
have not turned up in. large
numbers on Broad Left-
organised lobbies=since the
Broad Left have continually

turned these ~aeway from

creased to make up for the
- Inflation that has cut it
‘away - since it reached its
thjghest level in 1962/3. -
- However, with the rising
cost of hvmg, once-a-year
. increases are not enough: all
students should ﬁght for
grants to be increased to

(*POW status & amnesty
for all Irish Pohtlcal

Prisoners !
| *Brits Out of Ireland !

PHOTO: John Sturrock, Report

Delegates at the last N US conference
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‘a passenger

£18,000 for the loss of his
wife as “housekeeper com-

SOCIALIST PRESS. Wednesday 15 November, 1978

After years of service to
the Labour movement,
scraping by on a mere
£14 500 ministerial salary,
Callaghan’s Trade Secretary
Edmund Dell has decided to
look after: himself for a
change—and return to his
old trade-merchant
banking.

" He has in his period of office
helped Callaghan and Healey
pile up improved returns not
onty for his otd firm of Guiness

Peat but also for every other
section of British capitalism.

Comfortable

As MP for Birkenhead, Dell

has calmiy watched the moves
to close the Western Ship-
repairers firm, and countless
other closures on Merseyside,
knowing that his own future
was not only secure but
extremely comfortable.
" His resignation from the
government accompanied by an
enthusiastic endorsement of
Callaghan’s pro-capitatist
policies, raises once again the
question of how such rabid
reactionaries come to inhabit
leading positions in the Labour
movement.

From John Stonehouse to
L ord George-Brown; from Reg
Prentice to Lord Chailfont; from
Christopher Mayhew to Sir
Richard Marsh: the parade of

" former Labour cabinet ministers

that have openly declared their
dedication to capitalism against
the working class is never-

ending.

How many more remain for
the time -being in the Labour
leadership, awaiting only the
offer of the right company
directorship or quango position
before making their move up

‘the social ladder?

‘Demands

- Dell’'s defection spells out

the futility of those people—
such as the ’‘Militant’ group—

address
Callaghan

who continue to.
demands to the

cabinet in the expectation that
these people  can be
“pressurised’’ into  changing
their policies by the trade union
movement or .by the Labour

PHOTO: Chris Davies, Report

Party itself.

Dell in particular was the
subject of repeated appeals from
‘Militant’ to ‘“‘act’”” on the .

closure - of Western
Shiprepairers.
His departure from - the

Labour {eadership—and
preferably the Party as well—is
in fact the best action he couid
have taken.

'~

Prentice

Sed

Sedgemore

trade

- and

120day ‘yooianis uyof :OLOHd

need 3

The vicious anti-com-
munism of the Labour

government and the

‘class collaboration of

the Communist Party
were both highlighted
last week.

Industry Secretary Eric
Varley is reported to be
hesitating before appointing
Post Office Engineering
Union NEC member Len
Willett to the board of the
Post Office.

Stooge

Willett, a member of the
Communist  Party -

board by a vote at the
POEU conference  in
September.

His willingness  to
become one of the stooge
union ‘‘representa-
tives’ on this management
body which overseas the

1mplementatlon of speed-up
in the hugely profitable post
telecommunications
service, should come as no

- surprise.

Communist Party

- shrunk

was
- elected to the 19-strong

‘under
“industrial democracy”, the

A|_|_ 'I'H[ WAY ' communlsts
TO THE BANK

pply

members have argued in -
favour of ‘workers participa-
tion’ 'schemes in - British
Leyland, in the ship build-
ing industry and elsewhere.
Nowhere  have = they
from performing
management ‘duties’ such as
assisting the
plants, the ‘rationalisation’

of roductxon and the
trimming of the Ilabour
force. |

" But for Varley, and

Prime Minister Callaghan,
even the word ‘Communist’

smacks uncomfortably of

militancy and resistance.

- According to the Depart-.
ment of Industry, anyone .
“security
risk>> could be excluded .

liable to prove a

from the Post Office board.

But the reality is that,
" the  guise of
Post Office board
conscrously
anyone remotely likely to

defend the interests of the

working class. -

Only the political
illiteracy of Varley and
Callaghan has led to them
placing Communist Party
members in that category!

emore’s sm

There is seldom a
retreat by Labour’s
‘left’ without a covering
smokescreen. Last week
was no exception.

Callaghan and Healey
carried a vote on the anti-
socialist proposals of the
Queen’s Speech with the aid
of the ‘lefts’ who voted

‘alongside Ulster Loyalists

including Enoch Powell.
This vote has ensured
that the right wing Labour
cabinet will continue to
uphold the 5% pay limit in
the face of bitter strikes by

PRESS GAl

amily fa

Margaret Jenkins was

in her
husband’s car when a
Land Rover coming the
other way shed its
trailer which smashed

into the car and killed

her outright.
- Her husband, Denis
Jenkins, was awarded

£1.200 for the shock of
seeing - her killed and

panron and major bread-
winner’’,

Mrs Jenkins"housework
was valued at £1 an hour.

When the defenders of
family life have finally run
through their emotional
appeals for stability and
security the courts reveal in
everyday tragedies that pass

through their hands that

‘women’s work’--housework

is worth £1 an hour dead.
That is a worthwhile

statistic ' to have in mind

when reading in the press or
watching on television,
campaigns to sap the morale
of strikers through an
affected concern for their
families. |
Women themselves are

- often in the forefront of

strikes. They are subject ta
the same laws of capitalism
as men.

But in the fantasy world
of the ‘family newspaper’
their role is exclusively
passive—unwilling victim,
tragic heroine.

The campaign over the
‘Ford wives’ has nothing to
do with concern for

working class women and

everything to do with trying
to force Ford workers to
give up their struggle for
higher wages.

The Telegraph reports:

vourites

“Normally Friday is a
bonanza for shopping in
Dagenham, but yesterday
many of the wives of the

57,000 Ford workers look

taut faced and pale as they

“shopped for bargams

It would be of some
interest to learn how

reporter Ann Morrow distin-
guished - between the taut
faces of the wives of Ford

workers and the taut faces
of other workers who were

trying to make an ordinary

week’s pay packet match up

to the prices in the shops..

“For the men the strike
has ~ meant  depression,
inactivity and boredom. But

for the women, many o1

them young, it has been a
frightening worry with a
build-up of debts and each
week a greater inability to
pay
purchase instalments.”

No evidence 1s presented

" Ford workers,

by the strike,
“We don’t have holidays
much anyway”’

- workers
- working

mortgages and hire-

bakers and

others, and the open

closure of

excludes

into

hostlhty of the entire trade .

umon movement.
But rather than take a
stand on this issue and

refuse to vote for the con-

tinuation of such policies;
the so-called ‘left’ Labour
MPs found a new, hitherto

untapped source of
diversion. | S
Tribunite Brian
Sedgemore—until now
notable only = for  his

nationalist call for import
controls to protect British
capitalist

industry—went

for this division of labour
between  boredom - and
WOTrTY.

Even in their descriptions
of the financial hardship the

women interviewed give the

lie to Ann Morrow’s fiction
of a life of plenty disrupted
One says

Another “We don’t go
out, we never have done
because we cannot afford
it”. Another “We don’t ask
for a lot and we only very

occasxonally go out to play‘

Bingo.”

Far from

enjoymg a

. usual Friday bonanza before

the strike, the wives of Ford

-class men and
women know,

The standardt of living of

‘the working class-can only

be defended by stnke action

over wages.

know what - all

PHOTO : Chris Davies, Report

One ‘Communist’ not snubbed by Varley, Chinese bureau-

ragc 2

crat Mr Wang in Britain to buy Harrzer jets and other

military hardware

. battle against
proposed ‘ European
Monetary System—EMS.

He quoted a confidential

Treasury document which -

spells -out the disastrous
consequences if this, the
latest fiendish invention of

the EEC bureaucracy, were

introduced, on top of the
existing mountains of waste-
ful and expensive leglslatlon
from that source.

Embarassed
In doing so he annoyed
and embarassed Denis

Healey, who was being ques-

tioned by the Commons

Select Expenditure Com-
‘mittee. . |
For this ‘crime’

‘Sedgemore was summarily

sacked by Callaghan from

§  his post as Parliamentary
B Private Secretary to Energy

Secretary Tony Benn.,

Benn himself is chairman
of Labour’s Home Policy
Committee which has just

'produced a paper condemn~—

ing the EMS out of hand.

But did he defend
Sedgemore against
Callaghan?

‘Not on your life! He has
a cabmet post ~_to protect'._. |
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Healey
In a touchmg dlsplay of
opportunism and
stabbing, he wrote a
personal letter to *“‘Brian”
laying the blame for the
sacking at Callaghan’s door
and wishing him all the best.
It took Labour’s new

‘boy on the NEC Dennis

Skinner to voice an empty
defence of the doomed

Sedgemore; he pointed out

that if Sedgemore had been
a shop floor worker sacked

for such a “misdemeanour”
then there would have been

a walk out.
No Walk out

But of course there was
no walk-out. On the
contrary, while the press
played up this “rebellion”
by Sedgemore every single
‘left’ including Skinner him-

self waltked loyally into the
government lobby in the
vote on the Queen’s Speech.
It is “opposition” like
this within the Labour Party

that enables Callaghan -to

proceed with his vicious
- anti-working class measures.

In demanding that- Teft’

‘MPs take up a fight for the

removal of Callaghan and
promising them support

~ should they do so, trade
. unionists |
‘activists
positions out into the open,
~ and see in practice the utter

. and Labour
can force such

- spinelessness of their
present supposedly |
| “somahst” leaders. |

ot .-:-. oy

back-
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“Our report is drawn
from the observations of
people in Abadan-—people
who
Cinema, people who
gathered as the full horror
of the death trap unfolded,
~people whose sons. and
~daughters,- sisters  and
“brothers were burned alive,
people who led the front
ranks of demonstrations less
than 24 hours later, |
- The biggest oil refinery
in the world is in Abadan.
That’s what it i1s known for.

Also, it’s so hot and oppres-
sively humid-in the summer .

that construction and oi
- workers are on their jobs by
~S am. and cannot work
later than 10 a.m.; they
resume work around 3 p.m.
and continue untili 8
o’clock.

Equipmen-t

Because of the wvast

- stretches of oil refineries
and petrochemical plants,
the most advanced (fire-

fighting equipment exists in

Abadan and it is regarded as
the most sophisticated in
the whole Middle East,

Qil workers in Abadan
are militant
Throughout 50 vyears, the
duration of Pahlavi rule in
Iran, Abadan has been a
centre of anti-regime and
anti-imperialist demonstra-
‘tions often rallying tens of
thousands and even several
hundred thousand from the
entire region.

The Rex Cinema, located
in one of the working class
neighbourhoods, was a
centre of anti-Shah activity.

| On the evening of
- Saturday August 19 there

were to be two showings of

a moyie called ““Reindeer”™
It is a generally progresswe
film = which
conveys a simple theme,
symbolically depicting the
injustice of tyranny and
~oppression and the heroism
of struggle agamst 1t

Sold out

A progressive film. All
tickets had been sold out.
The theatre . holds 830.

were at the Rex

children, a

strikers.

‘apparently

T TITAMS N AR M S G A T T B ., o 44, i P k. $% ol e s A A A N A s

The second showing
began around 9 p.m. The
audience was  mostly
working class, many entire
families, old and young
people, men, women and
number  of
students. 830 people packed

the theatre. The lights went

out. The movie began.
Outside the Rex Cinema

a few dozen people who

were passing by noticed

smoke seeping out from the

roof. It was between 9.30

and 945 as people stared

curiously at the building. In
sitence, they saw heavier
and heavier smoke. Within
minutes, people were heard
commenting that ‘it must
be empty”.

Not unusual

Many movie theatres

‘have been targeted during

10 months of demonstra-
tions. It is thus not unusual
that there might be a fire.
But people automatically
assumed that any theatre

fire meant that no one
would be inside.
never had been a single
injury; all theatres had been
empty before being hit by
demonstrators.

- Not empty
Within minutes, people

realized that maybe the Rex
was not empty. A group of

30 had swelled to 500 or
600 within minutes as the
| swelled
around the building. It was
before this .

smoke also had
only seconds -
crowd moved towards the
doots.

‘Suddenly,
come from nowhere, police

vans and army trucks filled

the entire area. Soldiers and

police poured out of the

vans and surged in front of
the crowd, swiftly blocking
the entire front
bulldlng

Police plunged 1nto the
crowd and shoved people

backwards. Suddenly this

— L Lt i | ey A g bk | gk 1 L

The remains of the Rex cmema

facts behin

wall of troops and police
There

“the air,
~hands,

Please

| screamed someonefrom the
roof, jumping two stones to

| ‘the ground. -

seeming fo

- three,
of ‘the

‘ready to

barricading the door were
attacking. Clubs went up in
cracking down on
heads, backs and
arms as people shoved to
reach the doorways

Flames were all around
the building. In a roaring

blaze, the entire theatre was

walled with fire.
“People are
~ help

burning!
them!”

~ As the crowd stared. in
horror, police swarmed over
him, clubs and bayonettes

-aimed to the ground where
Within

he had fallen. W
seconds, police killed him.
- Shots rang out,
screamed from the roof.

- They were being shot! Two,
then another two
‘were breaking through the
‘roof, scrambling to the edge
jump to the

ground. They were being
shot before they reached

Iranian troops

B i o I ——

“inquiry

- surrounded

People

-leaving behind |
~others trapped by f{falling
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'As the regime of the

“Shah totters the Labour

government is in the
forefront of interna-

'.tlonal efforts to prop 1
up.

As the Iranian masses
demand with one veoice the
removal of his murderous
regime, the Shah takes his
cue from David Owen and

~ announces ‘concessions’. An
into this or that

puppet. Another promise of
elections in the.
- future.
‘mistakes’.
Meanwhile he turns to a

. government of generals, the
' . of tanks and

- the distant
reference to

‘persuasion

‘The ‘material below is excerpted from the pape
Resistance, published by the Iranian Students Ass
001at10n of the Umted States,

the ground.

- Anyone who struggled
out of the fire was being
shot and clubbed. To one
side, people noticed a

section of the wall about to

crumble. It was Dbeing
broken through from 1inside

‘and two or three people

were frantically trying to
get . out to safety. The
crowd rushed to rescue
them.

. Before they reached the

._edge of the building and the
‘people desperately trying to

get  them out, police
them, shoving
with rifle butts and clubs,
pushing them back.

Struggling frantlcally against -
‘the police, people watched
‘in agony as only two or

three were able to escape,
scores of

timbers and totally drowned

in flames,
y

' ':Pitched battle

The scene in front of the
theatre was now a pitched
battle  between  crowds

~desperately trying to get to

the doors and scores of

‘police and troops fighting

back all attempts at rescue,
People could see that a
struggle had brokén out
from Dbehind the
coming from 1inside the
theatre. And they could see
a solid < wall of soldiers
behind the police pushing
against the doors to keep

- them shut.

Troops shoved, kicked
and smashed rifle butts into
the crowds. Police closed in

- tighter and tighter blocking
all access to the building.
Behind them, another solid -

wall of troops
against the doors. -
The front of the buﬂomg

Shoving

. was now a raging inferno. It

soldiers onto the streets to
refill the jails and the

- were shoving against a solid
~wall of troops, armed wit

‘we’ll shoot!”’ shouted th'
troops.

dO(Jx_-.},

- chained, The

jumped from the roof had

the ‘order’ of murderous
troops on the streets. .
The biggest threat to his
regifpe  comes from the
working class with a
political strike -of the oil
fields as drastic for -the
capitalist customers as for.
the regime itzelf,
Svmﬂatnetlc as ever, the
Shah calls in the troops
David Owen and Jimmy
Carter the two exponents of.
‘human rights® talk of the
nced for order; for stablllty.,

" for oil.

To support them the
Shah releases some political
prisoners and then sends his

was 11.30. At 11 o’clock a
truck carryma one water
tank had pulled up severa
hundred feet f{rom  the
theatre. People ran in vain
to bring it close to the
blazing theatre. It was
drinking water ‘truck ang
was‘empty and couldn’t use
thc cil company’s hydrants
'they were told o
Inside, the lights hac
gone out The movie had
started. Smoke curled into
the theatre. Wlthm minutes

flames were all 'aroun
“them,

People ha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>