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"t'he last' week of a

Two weeks into the
natlonal ‘steel strike, BSC
‘management put- the boot

“into the trade unions with

the confirmation of 11,300
sackings at the two giant
South Wales plants

" But instead of pressing for-
ward with its original call for an
all-Wales General Strike from
" January - 21, and fighting to
force the Bntrsh TUC to call

parallel action, the Welsh TUC
has restricted itself to calling a

“day of action™ on January 28

and “all-out actlon” from March
10

Blank refusal

L Thls
the blank refusal of Len Murray

and British TUC leaders to call

“out trade -unionists in all-out
struggle against thé Tory govern-
ment, whose attacks are now
hlttmg every section of the
working class. '-

- But the repcated talk dunng
possible
" general strike arising from the
_steel struggle indicates that the
“issue is still very much alive.

. ISTC leader Bill Sirs, forced
'to admit that the ‘steel unions
are engaged in z political fight
with the - Tory government,
warned of a possible
“holocaust”. A genera! stirike,
- he sald would be a “‘very fright-

.ening” possrbihty if BSC went

ahead with its closure plans.
-And right w

" leader Sidney Werghell told the

. Financial Times that:

' “he was coming under great

:pressure from his members to .
~fight the associated threat to

railway jobs, partlcularly in .

of
Llanwem and Port Talbot..

climbdown followed |

ing railwaymen’s

Sid Weighell

South Wales, where about 3 000
weze at risk”,

“But trade union actlori con-
fined to South Wales would not

to stop BSC’s plans,”

be.enough
“It 9

he added.
situation”,

It is not unusual for even

right wing trade union leaders
on occasion to:call and direct
massive strike action in pursurt
of a pay demand. -

Battle on _]ObS

" What fnghtens Werghell Sirs
and the TUC bureaucracy is that
this pay battle threatens to grow

" into a national battle on jobs,

producing a full-scale showdown

wrth the Tories which union
officials will find it hard to -

wriggle out of or to control.
"~ The central role of BSC’s
sackings plan in fuelling steel-
workers’. militancy has

19267

been

shown clea.rly by the milltant_

. ~

~ attack
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‘response of workers at the
Shotton-

doomed Corby and
plants to.the strike ¢

- They see the nat:onal stnke -

as a means of waging a battle

‘ agamst closure and .striking a

" major blow at the hated Tory
| govemment :

~With other sectrons of
. workers NOwW’
- leaders to take action alongside

pressuring their

the steelworkers in defence of
jobs, now is the time to fight
throughout the labour move-
ment for a General Strike with

the clear objective not simply of

delaying the BSC closures, but

- of bringing down this reaction-
- ary Tory government. ;
Weighell admits the NUR

_members are clamouring for

_ action: a ballot of South Wales

‘miners also showed overwhelm-
ing support for a strike..Other
.railwaymen and miners - would
undoubtedly follow themlead

Offer a lead

Were more generahsed‘ action

to spread, it would offer a lead
to - countless
workers in other -industries

- currently under Tory attack:

*100,000 BL- carworkers

'whose msultmg 5%-w1th—strmgs.
pay offer clearly stems from the
same Tory pohcres as BSC’

“closure plan; -
*2 million pubhc service

workers, whose pay rise this

year is pegged far below the cost

of living by Tory cash limits,-

and who face cuts, closures and
speed-up on every. srde*
- *Civil servants, who face a

" steady erosion of manning levels
and an endless tide of cuts; |
*Workers in every industrial

sector whose wages are under
from

thousands of -

‘Tory-fuelled

ned by Tory
policies to a lifetime on the
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mﬂatron and whose unions are
onte more under attack from
Tory legislation;

¥*Women workers, facing the

worst unemployment, and Tory
attacks on their rights at work
and on the right to abortion;

AImmigrant ‘workers,
confronted by new Tory racrst
legislation; -

*The unemployed—condem-
recessionary

scrapheap or at best to a_job at
rock-bottom wages -

Not defeated

. There is not a worker 1n
Britain that does not have good
cause to rally behind a deter-

| mined General Strike to brmg

~they had called,

5\

‘only nine days

down this government.

But when Weighell talks of
1926 he is not wrong. The 1926
General Strike was not.defeated;
it was sold out by union leaders
exactly like Weighell, who, terri-
fied by the power of the actlon
sent their
members back to work after
ith nothmg
gained, and left the miners to

“be starved back to work six

months later.

1980 finds the workmg class
with an equally spineless, reac-
tionary leadership which has no
intention of bringing down the

Torres—rf it-can be avoided.

-Inadequate ._
The Welsh TUC leaders,

calling for a General Stnke

centred on using the strike to
press for .three, completely
inadequate demands -

*A two year delay in.. the
clomes, .

N

‘worst impact of the cuts, the

NEW SERIES
By Terry Eagleton

*the replacement of the-

BSC management;”
*an mqurry into the running

of BSC.

Even in the unlikely event of.

| these demands being met, it

would merely give BSC two
years ito  prepare the ground
. better to force -through the
- closures—and leave the Tory
government in office to press
forward its barrage of attacks on
the working class.

When we call for a General
Strike we are not calling for a
repeat of the 1926 betrayal; nor

~are we calling for a protest
action. Nor do we place any -

confrdence whatever in the TUC
leaders to call or to lead such a
strike. -

We ca]l on workers through-
out the trade union movement
to move resolutions to the TUC
demanding that a General Strike

~ be called in solidarity wrth the

steelworkers’ jobs - fight,

pledging - support for \such a

strike, "and insisting that it

demand the removal of the Tory -

governm ent.

- :

Councrls of actlon

At the same trme such resol-

utions should call for the setting

up in each area: of councils of

action, to draw delegates fromt
every
‘body—union branches, stewards
-committees,

local labour movement

tenants
tions, Labour Parties and other
pohtrcal organisations—to lead
and extend general strike action

independently of ‘the TUC'
| -leaders |
- Such councrls of action

would need to oversee mass

picketing, the distribution of

necessary supphes the provision

of essential services and the .

attacks by scabs and
- forces.

associa-
" ist programme can do that.

defence of picket lines agamst

state

~ This fight to develop the
steel strike into a general strike

must be combined with a -
renewed struggle in the uniong
‘and the Labour Party for the
ousting  of .

the. right-wing
Callaghan-HealéV leaderslup that |
paved the way for the Tories

and now stands opposed to their

removal by workmg class action:
What is needed is not a repe-

 tition of the treacherous Wilson

and Callaghan governments; but
a workers’ government, pre-

‘pared to  implement ‘socialist

policies in the mterests ‘of the
Worklng class.

Such a government is at
present unachievable ‘without a

concerted political struggle to

real
Labour. leaders ‘left> and right
in the eyes of the mass of the

expose- the role of the

- working class.

This is why in the unions,
the Labour Party and the

" councils of action, should they
‘emerge, we will continue to
. focus workers’ attention on the

‘Laboéur ‘efts’ that posture as

opponents of Callaghan, but lift
not a finger in practical struggle. |
The coming struggles will

prove to important and new

layers of workers that ‘left
wing’ reformism cannot defend

N the - interests of . the working

class. Only a revolutionary
leadershrp based on the Trotsky-

- *¥No sell-out on steel 10bs'
 *Demand the TUC call a

General Strike! -

*Build councils of actron'

*Bring down . the Tory
government! SR
- *Kick out Callaghan-Healey:

- demand = Labour ~ carry out

socialist policies.
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. The question' may-sound
as improbable pol;ttcally as
it is geographically. - |

. But
and not to the apparently
more likely - parallels of . Paris
or Madrid that Italian pohtmtans
were looking last week.

What happened in’ lceland

was that the equwalent of -
{General

Enrico Berlinguer
Secretary of the I|talian Com-
munist Party) was asked to form

a government. ~
" The lcelandic Berllnguer is
‘Svavar Gestsson” leader of the

Peoples’ Alliance (the title

chosen by the lcelandic ‘Euro-
communists’ so as not to offend

the bourgeoisie). This week he

~ was asked by the President to-

form a government
The call

‘lceland’s

lesperaﬁon

f

m the country |
- His" appomtment és Prem:er-

desmnate therefore <(it is by no’
“means. certain that he will be
. able to form a government)
shows the .desperation of the
~Icelandic "bourgeoisie in its long
search for a stable form of rule.

Though the Peoples’ Alliance

- has been  part. of  a .coalition
‘government before, this is the

first time the rulmg class ‘has
been forced to contemplate

“putting a Stalinist in control of

its efforts to resoilve the conse-
quences of the capitalist crisis.
in Italy, too, the central
political issue remains the
extent to which the Stalinists
of the Italian Communist Party
have to be brought into political
power in order to- resolve the
country'’s

PR

"Early_ election

The Stalinists of the - CP

themselves demand to play a
full role in. a coalition . .govern-
‘ment with the Christian Demo--

crats (ltaly’s Tories). The Chris-
tian Democrats do not dare to
let them:

5

it was to Fleykjavnk. :

opposition” ,
admitted to. the government.

L came after the

T fa:lure of the leaders of the right

- - . wing: Agranht:t and Conservative -
~“Partigs - to.  ‘find - ar majority.
mdeclswe*-'f-
i mﬁemmtarv etecttons at the:._f';;'.«-
e m,;ﬁg of Elecember .

. e f _"f“% dtfference from |

. arfiguer fs. that his party. 's._.__.,,__arb held to rigidly by the major -

. -hostile- to Iceland’s continuing -
R ;membereh:p of -NATO and to:

" - the presence of Amencan bases

- can

- government at all: |
- -appointed Francesco Cossiga as
Prime Minister.

semi-permanent-
“political crisis. L |

‘class

in: but at. the same

t:me wt)nder whether ‘they can-

dare to keep.them out, .
When the previous formula,

in which the CP was part of the
parifamentary majority but not
part of the government, broke
down nearly a year ago, ltaly -

was forced into an early general

~ election whose result was -no

-more conciusive than the Iater

. one m Iceland

-._- “Oppos1tion,"’.
The Italian Communists
insisted that they wouid stay in
until they were

The Socialists who held the

partiamentary balance did not

want the stigma that would

“attach to keeping. a Christian

Democrat government in office;

- at. the same time neither did
. they nor the CP ‘dare even to
~mention the possibility of a .
joint. 7 SP-CP -~ government—a
‘.,posmblhty which would in their - .
. view " unacceptably increase the -
e 4,,_..f_~?:-?'-?f{demands of the Italtan workmg" T
[ 77 class for .a: resglut |

“rapidly - worsentlsg matenal \
M -pfoblems S

- pol mcat parties there fs no form SR
-.of government
~command.

soive

no government at all.

~ ‘Even in italy thts is consti-
- tutionally not allowed; and 'so
"the hourgeoisie came up last
‘summer

with the closest
possible thlng to having no

“Caretaker™
Cossiga’s government
regime’; and he ‘was

the land because. he was about
the most colourless and inoffen-

sive person in the leadership of.
the Christian Democratic Party

(and he is. also *Enrico

- Berllnguer s cousin).
seml-mwmble
- governmernit couid be no long

But ' this

term solution, given the trem-
endous pressures of conflicting

political expressmn

. kast week saw a 24-hour{
" general
defence of the limited sliding -

strike by workers in

Itahan workers on the march

-
- I

. again

Of“ tts-; D
As long as all t these posmons L

which ~can .
a - parllamentary, -
| mejonty in-#aly. . o
- So. the only formula whxch c
| the ,government 3
~ conundrum. in Italy ls to: have

~'Party |
Today carries in its January -
on the

- they

has -
- been officially labelled a ‘care-
taker ‘ |
selected for the highest office in

interest which demand

" Asia and the °*
“tion of the markets -

| been severely

scale of wages which protects»

them against the effect of rising
prices.

it is in the Socmhst Party

that these pressures have now
broken through the
surface. Last week the Socialist

Party, .after a long and bitter
debate, took the new position -

‘that the CP. ought to- be
mcluded in -a multi-party
government; and that the SP
would no longer_.support a
minority Christian Democrat

. government in parllament even -
- tacitly. ~

' This line, which was a rebuff
for-party leader Bettino Craxi’s
- plan to be Prime Minister in a

-D'emoc'fat-Socialist .

- Christian _
coalition, pushes Italy to the

edge of a new. acute politjcal

-

]

“The British Communist
joumal Marxism

issue a warning

dangers of fascism in
- Turkey. T
But at the same time it

displays the . politics of class
 collaboration that canonly help

to create conditions for a fasctst
takeover.

The article looks
alternatives for Turkey.

at' two

The one is to follow the, -

present economic course of res-

trictive fiscal' and monetary .

policies which are causing unem-

ployment and declmmg living

standards.

Cagita]ist ,roads a

‘But the alternative, accord-

~ing to the CP, is export diversi-

fication. This cannot now work

" because of a lack of internation-

al credit, competition from SE
‘growing protee:

advanced capitalist countries.”

. ‘Both of these roads are of

course cavitalist-roads: the CP-
‘examines no socialist solution
.10 the crisis. Indeed.- the second
© “alternative™ -they put forward

vividly exposes the impact of

~ the British Communist Party

nationalist  policy of ~import
controls—which exports unem-

“ployment - from Britain precise-
ly to countries like Turkey!
itself, the

Within Turkey
article admits, the workm class

| . continues, in the face of mount-
| ing attacks to organise strongly -

into trade unions. 40% of the

industrial workforce are now in
‘the left wing trade wunion:

confederatton DISK.

“Sectanamsm
But alongsnde this thete is “a

rising tide of neo-fascism”. The

major problem, according to the
CP, is that the Turkish left has

“sectananm” In particular it
has been “divided over whether

or not to support Ecevit”,

.Socialist Party

of the |

. Savage .
most Turkish cities, and - drove

Britain—are

~weakened by

crisis and ‘possibly to “further
parliamentary elections.

- This new decision of the
is not just a
negotiating' tactic of the leaders
“since it was voted by a party

- congress.

1t probably, therefore spells
the end of even the temporary
expedient of a Cossage govern-
ment.

The bourgeousne must decide
again: are they willing for all

- Italy’s political wounds to be
opened in a new general election

campaign likely to produce a

result just as indecisive as the

last?

Safe bet

| Or are they willing to take a

step on. the road to lceland by
asking Berlinguer to become not -
Prime Minister but at least a
senior ‘member of the Cabinet?
" Jt-is—a safe bet that, what- *
ever is decided, growmg sectnons_

“of the bourgeoisie in Italy—and
in  Iceland and |
" between the two—have started
‘to ask-themselves a little more-

'purposefully' what can replace

~ parlfatnentary democracy?

‘The main problem, on the
contrary is that Ecev1t a bour-
geois polttlclan who mtroduced
martial law restrictions in

the Turkish left (including the

- CP). underground, has been con-

sistently supported by the-
| Turknsh Communist Party -
What lamly worries the

British CP lS that more and

more left wingers in Tutkey
and Turkish CP. 'members . in

necessity to break from Ecevit
and to figh
ing class united front
fascism, ~compnsing

bodles.

A crucial role of such a

.f

rd
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the . points

_industrialists, -
and Iandlords elected under her
- banner. it is foohsh to expect-

the

t instead for a work-.
against

all the .

workers’ parties and trade union
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Gandhz

“Democracy - is not safe
in Mrs Gandhi’s hands, as
" she has taken her party’s
victory as a vmdlcatnon of

her emergency rule”.
Thus spoke. Rajeswara Ras

.General Secretary “of the Com-

‘munist Party of Indla (CPI) last

- weekend. -

‘“With “all the ex-maharajas
blackmarketeers

S Ecevit
‘must be to

united fronf
establish armed workers defence .
squads ' to combat - the daily

violence and intimidation aimed
at the workers’ movement by
fascist gangs, and to struggle for

the defeat of the Demirel
‘government and the establish-
ment of a workers and peasants -

government in Turkey, ~
British Communist Party

'members must demand that
their leaders stop covering up
for the Turkish CP’s support for

“Ecevit,
- I wasa snnila.r*alhmce with
so-called “democpatic” bour-

geois parties that led to crusﬁm
defeats in Spain in the 19308
“and i in Chlle in 1973,

o~

supported Gandhi during _

‘moment

- pé

Mrs Gandhi to solve unem-

ployment, poverty and inflation
problems for which she was

largely responsible during her

prev1ous “eleven

premier.”

_years  as

Ras tactfully avoided men-

tioning  theé fact that the CPI
that

11-year period of rule.

When she’ mtroduced her
- “Emergency  Powers” on June-

27 1975 (which included deten- -
- tion - e,

- without charg the

banning . of - many -

:é .y e " H
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This was the posmon u Tteld

- by the CPT during the whole of
the “Emergency Powers” penod

right up. to and including the

out.
This is the main reason wh

in. the latest elections the CPI
only won ten seats; its orgams—

“ation has been decimated by its’
, yeaars of servﬂlty to Gandh1

,; Postured

- Why did the CPI give thls "
cringing support to the Indian
postured- «

dictator? Because she
as - an ‘“‘anti-imperialist™
maintained
with the Soviet Union. - - .

and

Gandh: was thrown ~

<

- parties—though not the CPI and 7
- the banning of strikes). the CPl : .-
enthusiastically weloomed the_.-,--;'i
move declanngthat‘ SRR op

" thecourageons siep of em'o
- _the -emergency-- Indm woul
“have been tumed mto enother

| Chile”,

fnendly relations |

But of course this stance was

imply one of a capitalist

‘The very - nature of .the

emergency powers exposed the
-anti-working class oontent of

her government.

"Even today, - as ‘Gandhi

lurches from- side to side over

tician balancing -'between'the

Soviet Union and the imperialist

- . powers in order to-achieve the
: best deal for Indian capitalism.

the Soviet invasion of Afghanis-

tan (supporting Russia at: the
UN, only to then condemn the
invasion; welcoming’ Carnngton.'
and opposmg’ “outmde interven--

tions, only to' declare that the

Afghan revolutionary council

“invited Russia in”) she is
merely jockeying for position,
in an attempt to secure the best

deal for the cns:s—ndden Indtan.fv

economy

And in addition Gandhl is -
keen to prevent an imperialist
campaign to arm the Zia dtcta-

torshlp in Paklstan. ~

Switch of policy

~ But the scale of the election

victory _has given Gandhi the
scope to drop-the cosmetic anti-
imperialist and left rhetoric of -
earlier years, and to brush aside

the bootlicking CPI leaders.

‘This is no doubt the explnn- |

ation for the switch in Stalinist
policy. Meanwhile in Kerala,

Gandhi’s Congress (Indira) party v

-has set up an anti-commniunist..

“Democratic Alliance™. to fight

o '} X

. -

- the state govemment eleetlons. o
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be abruptly and

_ externally,'

' SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 23 January 1980

‘The Soviet invasion of

Afghanistan has acted as a
 tremor which has widened
‘some of the fissures and
chasms which exist between
~ Stalinist states and parties—
‘and  even produced a few

cracks which were not
visible before.
The most predictable

reactlon of all came from the .

Beijing ‘(Peking) Stalinists who
| that the
invasion proves their view of the
expanszomst _aggressive and
imperialist®’ aims of the USSR.
The Chinese bureaucracy has

appealed to the “Community of

nations” to combine against

‘Soviet aggression.

- The Afghanistan i invasion has

" in fact become the pretext for a

significant shift in the relations

‘between China and imperialism.
- The United States has moved

rapldly not only to end its

restriction on arms supplies to
‘the anti-communist

govern-
ments of Turkey and Pakistan

but it has also for the first time
begun openly to discuss the <
supply of military technology to -

China.

Senior officials of the Carter
administration have stepped up
their talk of “strategic conver-

gence” between Chma and the
USA. |

From theu dlfferent stand-

'-pomts Albania and Yugoslavia

_T-he Briti_sh' lnternational

Marxist group responded
swiftly to
* invasion In .
- editor Tariqg Ali on the back
- page of Socialist Challenge

the Afghan
in an article by

No. 128: but the line of this
immediate .response was to

facedly. switched ' in an
editorial article in Socialist
Challenge No. 130!

Ali's article called - for
immediate wrthdrawal of..the

 Sowviet troops:. .

~ *The decision of the Sov:et

A_ Umon to send troops to remove
HafizuHah Amin, General Secre-

tary of the People s Democratic

Party of Afghanistan (PDPA),

replace him with Babrak

i(armal, and occupy parts of the -
country must be condemned on:
“every count. (...}

« . e is not

Afghanistan

. Eastern Europe. The Russian
-, intervention will
‘right wing rebels to win more

internally and
Afghanistan will
become the frontline for the

support

cold war, where Russian soldiers

{carefully chosen from Central
Asia) can be k:lled by proxy.

L)

- Genuine revolutions can
only succeed with mass support.
Any attempt to substitute

Russian soldiers for the people
of Afghanistan can end only in .
 disaster. Either the Russians will
- have to withdraw in any event

and accept a government of a

- different complexion, or they
-~ will get bogged down in a long
- war. There is no third option.
That is why we have no hesi-
~tation in calling for the immed-
‘jate = withdrawal

-of Russian
troops. Far from aiding the
struggle against pro-imperialist
forces in Afghanistan, they can

~ only hinder it. (... )"

The ’troops out’

in Socialist Challenge No 129

- were

Soviet -

- shame-

‘gnable the :

| ented the

’ call was
“repeated in an unsigned article

have both' Aequally predictably,
- sharply condemned ‘the mter-

vention,
~ What' was  less predlctable g
the fissures  which

appeared in the Soviet domin-

ated Warsaw Pact itself. | |
" True to form, Romanian

Stalinist _dlctator Ceaucescu
uttered an only slightly veiled

attack on the Soviet interven-
tion though he posed his oppos-
“ition not in |

10t in relation to national
self-determination or any other
principled -question but rather

from a pac1f1st opposmon to the |

settlement of conflicts by force.
Less true to form were the -

significant lack of enthusiasm of
the statements in support of the
Soviet invasion made by the
Stalinist  bureaucracies 'in
Hungary and Poland (as

opposed to the usual ecstatic

enthusiasm from East Berlin,

- Sofia and Prague).

In both cases the lukewarm
character of the support points
to the pressure which the Polish
and Hungarian bureaucracies are
under from the working  class

which instinctivel)t' will equate |

- . ted to. be hoping

the mterventlon of the USSR
in Kabul with the rolling of

Soviet tanks over workers’ rlghts ~

in Eastern Europe.

But there is-another reason»
,for this reserve.

Poland and Hungary are

farther than the other Eastern
- European bureaucracies along

the road of economic “reform”
which takes the form of closer
involvement with the 1mpenal-
ist capitalist economies.

In those two countries (more

than” most others of the Warsaw
Pact) capitalists have set up
‘Joiht venture” investments in
liaison with the Stalinist states.

But in Poland in particular

there is another problem. The

Polish state is in deep and grow-

ing debt to capitalist b.an'ks.

Borrowmg

Bonowmg on a vast scale

has been the only way in which

‘the Polish bureaucracy has been
~able to marnag
economy precariously together
-without 1mposmg more reduc-
tions in workers’ consumption.

e to hold the

‘This it does not dare. to do

‘because of the certain reaction
"of the Polish working class.

So, with the economy in a
worse state . than ever the
Polish bureaucracy 1is predic-
to borrow a

| \"::\ o further five bmton ppunds from

Soviet missiles in Kabul

Concludmg a pacifist denunca-

ation of the US war-drwe the
~ author declares:

- *Soviet 1roops should be

immediatély withdrawn from

Afghanstan. But perhaps when
the US withdraws from the 64
countries throughout the world
where it has military bases;
perhaps  then the danger of
world war will really begin to

- recede.”’

But desplte these unambrg-

‘uous statements there was no

attempt to answer for or with-
draw them when  Socialist
Chaiisnge No. 130 |mplemented
its switch of policy:

“if the Soviet rulers repres-
interests - of th
workers of the world {which

they do not) they would have
opposed these methods of Amin

by aiding the development of an

opposition in Afghanistan whlch |
based itself on the masses Such
uld  have
reforms
that were initiated by the Taraki
regime in 1978, extending them

an opposition
strongly oefended t

the
- a military conflict.

Im penahst backed A fghan rebels

to the com plete overthrow of
capitalism in Afghanistan. The

opposite policy was chosen. The
invasion did not aid the revolu-

tionary process in the country.

‘Socialists cannot welcome it.
“However the very fact of
the invasion has changed the
political conditions in
country. It has probably
boosted the popularity of the
counter-revolution, created the
conditions for massively
increased aid to the rebels
through a politically and mater-

1ally strengthened General Zia.

The possibility of a fuliscale

civil war has now opened up.

Socialists will be forced to say
which side they support in such

‘We dissociate ourselves
utterly from the bureaucratic
and reactionary motivation
behind the Soviet invasion, but
- in the present situation a call for
the immediate withdrawal of
troops would be tantamount to
b::i'ng’ in favour of the victory of
the

USFI

 the

richtist forces and the .

. capitalist ‘banks this year just to
‘make ends meet.

| .
.
.

reversal of any gains by the
Afghan workers and peasants in

the last decades.
“lmpenahsm
enemy.”
The IMG's polrtlcal allies in
the American Socialist Workers.
Party, however, make no bones

is ‘the

about their enthusaasm for the

Soviet invasion, They

'uncrmcallv supporr it.

Uncntlcal

Such a‘. policy marks a con-

' siderable extension of the SWP’s
 adaptation. to the politics of
- Stalinism, which has until now .
~ taken the form of uncritical

praise for the so-called “‘revoiu-
tionary’’ Castro leadership in

Cuba, and outright support for-

the Vietnamese Stalmrst

~invasion of Kampuchea. |
- Now this political - support

has been extended to the

- _Kremlin leaders themselves, who
~are credited by the SWP with
- the historic /mission of further-

ing revolutmnary struggles

’ mternatnonally

An article by leadmg SWP
writer Ernest Harsch in the
]oumal Intercontinental
Press/Inprecor declares:

“This move by the Soviet
rulers came in reaction to

increasing military activity over
- the past year by rightist guerrilla

forces determined to roll back
the land reform and other social

gains that had been initiated

following the April 1978 revol-

ution in Afghanistan. From the
outset, this counter-revolution
"has been organized. financed

and. equipped with the backing

of Washington and the capatallst |

military dictatorship  in
Pakistan. | |
*“The major Soviet and

~ Afghan offensive to defeat the
rightist bands is an aid to the
~ oppressed in their battles against
imperialist domination, not only "

in Afghanistan, but also in
neighbouring Iran and through-
out the entire region and the
colonial and

tions

~a gateway through

“Eurocommunist”™ _ .

The French CP began by
-~ almost depicting the invasion as
- a libel made up by the bourgeois

f.m‘am,

the
~ their belief that |
“*The 'size and rapidity of the
Sovret move into Afghanistan
could do much to help break
~ the = back of

cami-colonial

An serious economic sanc-

of getting the needed loans.

And given that the economlc .

sanctlons already applied by the
USA

alllows them to  escape
economic sanctions and so form
which the
USSR can- buy the goods and

technology it needs,

Tremors sometimes shake
things back to a posmon they
weére in at an earlier time. And
this is what seems to have
happened with the French Com-
munist Party. |

The Afghanistan occupatlon -
‘has, in fact evinced a wide

range of reactions among the
parties.

press. But as Moscow itself con-

“ fessed all, the French Stalinists |
have taken an increasingly pro-

Moscow line, supporting virtual-

ly every aspect of the policy.

There is widespread discus-

sion in France of a possible end

to the party’s ‘“Eurocommun-

ism”. And the most. vehement
“Eurocommunists” of the party
- are visibly disturbed. =

Thirty of them si

world. It is a ‘sharp blow to

imperialism’s efforts to hold*
back the world revolution.”

In opposmon to the line

taken by Tariq Ak Harsch goes
~on to argue that:
-~ “From the very begmmng, ,,
the American imperialists have
. opposed the Afghan revolution

and have sought to umpede its

- advance.
"“The seizure of power on

April 27 1978 by the People’s

Democratic Party of Afghan‘ |

rstan was not just a ‘’coup”, as
the

the Afghan revolution.”
And,

invasion, Harsch

- the rightist
rnsurgoncv and further weaken
rmpenahsm s posrtlon" | -

Not 'new

This tendency to enthusia_s-
tic- and

utionary Stalinist bureaucracy is
not a new phenomenon in the
post-war Trotskyist movement.

First openly -argued as a
position by the leader of the
‘fourth

international ~Michel
Pablo from 1949, it led to a
major split in the world move-

ment in 1953, and has brought
further
since that time. The irony is

splits  and confusion
that in 1953 it was the SWP that
led the split from Pablo and the
fight against his politics. -

‘One grouping that.

to  Pabloism
International
Tendency.

is -the sectarian
- Spartacist

~ But the Afghan invasion has
exposed the essentiallr oppor-

s vt om o4

Famiat rmlitine that i

union ~ federation. the -

against the USSR and its
allies therefore would immed-
‘jately damage Poland’s chances

- somethi
look distinctly more tsm 1s e

serious than the USSR at first
~ expected, the reserve of some
Warsaw Pact countries may in
the long run be helpful if it

‘British)

signed a |

- Amaerican

imperialist press usua!ly__
refers to it, but the culmination
of a series of mass mobilisations
in the streets of Kabul that_-?-
marked the opening stages of  great’).
‘ lest there be any
doubts as to SWP support for
repeats.

utterly opportunist.
. adaptation to the counter-revol-

now
claims to stand in opposition:

£ . — .
. . . .
. . fl - »
'

Page 3

pubhc statement opposmg the
invasion. And some CP members

“on ‘the National Executive of

the ‘Stalinist-dominated trade
CGT
abstained against the party line
in a vote on a CP motion of
support for the Soviet move.
Even the most “Eurocom-

'mums » party, the Spanish CP

has not openly condemned the
Soviet move but has concen-

trated attention on denouncing -

the USA which, it says, does not
have the moral authonty to
condemn the invasion.

Even this mild antx-unpenal-’ __
‘of a departure
for a party which not so long

‘ago was justifying US mihtary,

bases in Spain.

It is part of a more general
“left turn™ being carried out by
the Spanish CP in the last tew

| months

Fo rmer alhes

The  positions
French. and Spanish Stalinists
mark them off rather sharply-
from their erstwhlle alhes in
Rome. ‘ |
The Italian CP (like the"
produced an instant and
total denunciation of the Soviet
intervention which was indis-

tinguishable from. the position -

of the Chnstlan Democratlc -
govexnment

‘The Itahaa CP was clearly'_' B

embarassed by the recent visit

from George Marchals of the
French CP.. - o
‘There was. norme of the ustal

| ceremony of such visits and the

final communique was a Jargely

formal one  which spoke of
 “frank”™ discussions and’ made
- nota mermon of Afghamstan

the Spartacists’ simokescreen of
ultraleftism’' and name-calling.
They follow the American SWP

~in giving | suppo‘rt for
the invasion:
“HAIL THE RED ARMY -
DEFEND THE SOVIET

UNION! The effective deploy-.

-ment of thousands of Soviet

‘troops in Afghanistan is one
more stinging humiliation for
imperialism in the
Middie East. The imperialist
meodia responded with a cam-

paign of sympathy for the

Muslim ‘freedom fighters’ who
took on sophisticated tanks and

. planes with sticks, stones and

chants of ‘Allah Akbar (‘god is
But in the military
confrontation pitting the Soviet
troops backing the nationalist
PDPA regime in Kabul against
feudal and pre-feudal forces
aided by imperialism, Marxists

"side with the Russian tenks. ~

Hail the Red Army!"”’

. Meanwhlle a more cautjous
approach has been adopted by
-Workers Action. A double-page
article in Workers Action 163
by John O‘Mahony asks the
tantalrsmg question: |
- “What should our attitude
be. to the events - in
Afghanistan?” r
Unfortunately, in then pro-

| ceding to examine ‘‘the political

struggles and interactions that
led up to the Russian occupa-
tion”, O'Mahony runs out of
space before he answers the

question—leaving readers witha

frustrating ‘“To be.continued”
where they rmght have expected

~ a policy.

So we will all |ust have to sit
on the edges of our seats as
Workers Action theorists seize
an extra week to thrash out a
line for the second mstalmentl

of both., |
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The lineup for and
against a witch- hunt in the

‘Labour Party ~ will Dbe
| revealed more clearly than
ever this commg Wednes—

day.
- While the right wing, alded

‘and abetted by press stories of .
the. “Trotskyist takeover’” will
'no doubt be on the offensive,

the willingness of the Tribunite
‘left’ to stand in defence of the

democratic rights of socialists to
argue their views within the
Party will be put to the test.

The meeting will be lobbied

by a delegatton from Oxford

- demanding the reinstatement of

expelled socialist Ted Heslin, a

TGWU delegate to the Oxford
GMC and a long-time Labour-
.Party member o |

Not demed ’

" Heslin was expelled last year

foi - supporting the pOllCleS of

Socialist Press. »
He -has never demed this
charge:

h¢ has fought for the right to
argue his position in the Labour

Party  and to fight the anti-

working class politics of the

-Callaghan-Healey leadership.
- On this basis he has taken
-the. case through the. Party’s
.appeals
“iniquiry conducted. by Party\
bureaucrats has recommended

procedure. But an

that the expulsion be upheld.
. And two weeks ago a meet-

Unless flrm | actlon s
fought for within the labour
movement, February 8

1980 could mark a major

reverse in the struggle

agamst women s oppress&on

On that day ‘the ‘anti-abor-

tion bill tabled by Tory John
Corrie is due for its Third and .

final reading in- the Commons,
with an odds-on .chance of
being substantially carried by an

unholy. alliance of Tory and.

right wing- Labour votes.

Under the Corrie proposals
two-thirds ~ of ' the
abortions carried out in the 12
years since the-present Act came

into force would have been
~illegal: and charities and clinics

set up to provide abortion
facilities which the NHS refuses.

to provnde would be forced out

of operatlon o

- The consequence would be‘
that while the opportunity of
safe, legal abortion would be
drastlcally ‘reduced, thousands

of women each year would con-.
tinue to face the problem of
unwanted pregna ncy. |

Hazards

They would then have to
choose between the torment of
having an unwanted child or the
hazards and suffering of an
llegal abortion.

Prior to the 1967 Act, over
3,000 women each year were
admitted to hospital as the
outcome of illegal abortions: in
1975 after the limited gains of
the Abortion Act had made

_themselves felt, thts figure was

cut to 600.. -
In Spain, where abortion is

‘P"HOTO: Andrew Wierd, Report

instead, ‘with -the full .
‘backing of his union branch and
‘a defence campaign in Oxford,

) Bevan "
ing of the NEC’s orgamsatlon -
- committee decided, on a split

7-5 - vote, to recommend that

“the NEC, too, should place its
seal of approval on the expul- -
.Slon |

Opposmon

The 0o posmon to this was

'led by Tory Benn, and backed
by four other ‘lefts |
| mcludmg LPYS delegate Tony'
- -Saunois. -+

present,

.....................

illegal, 3,000 wOmen a year are
~admitted to die: in Britain in

1976 the figure was only 7.
Corrie’s Bill is a blank

- cheque for the most barbaric
suffering and for the death of
hundreds of women in the years

to come. ‘
Coupled with - the cuts

already savaging the National

Health  Service, the Bl

threatens above all working class

women, who cannot afford the

expensive private abortions that
—regardiess of the law—have

always been available®to bour-
geois women.

And with no method of
contraception being 100% safe,
the possibility of abortion is
essential to allow any woman

But two trade union dele-

gates reputed to be left wingers,

—Alex Kitson (TGWU) and

- Doug Hoyle - (ASTMS) —voted

with the right wing to provide

- a majority for the hounding out
of a socxallst from the Party’s

ranks |
- Yet the full NEC contams
a substantial number of ‘efts’

who have not yet had to take a
position. The vote could st111 go |
-€ither way. . |

the elementary right to control

- the workings of her own body.

Without this right there is no

" possibility of women achieving

genuine equality of opportunity
with men, or shedding the
bonds that 'tie them to domestic

labour in the home, and prevent

them from playing thenr full role
m the Iabour movement

nght wing .

'lt is no coincidence that it
is Tory politicians like Corrie

and Labour right wingers—each.

dedicated to forcing women out
of the labour force and back
into the confines of the home

and domestic labour—that have

taken the lead in attempting to

Benn

v

Demonstrators on October 28

~ By John Lister

| _, Hef er
Wlth the press in- full cry

over the supposed “takeover” of

the party by “Trotskylsts |
however, the pressure is plamly

 on the NEC ‘efts’ to make some

gestures towards- bourgeois: res-

pectability by sacrificing one or
two vocal “opponents of the
. 'Caﬂaghan-Healey leadershlp

But at the same time with
Benn and leading Tnbumtes

.such as Heffer arguing . that.
Trotskyists “should be opposed‘ i

R 7 A K LR
................................

restrict abortion rights.

"They are of course eagerly
backed up by the money and
apparatus of the religious bigots

of the Catholic Church, which

believes it is fine to kill women
in back-street abortions, and to
force unwanted children into a
lifetime of misery, but unthink-

- able to carry out a simple, safe

and free abortion.
Not even the most vigorous
campaigner for the right to free

.abortion on demand wishes to

propose that abortion be made

compulsory—simply- that it be .
available for those women who

choose not to have a child.

The only issue of *con-

science’’ at stake, therefore, is

that facing the women con- -

OLOHd
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. abortion on_  request”

SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 23 January 1980

and answered by political argu-
ment rather than by organisa-
tional measures, there are plain-
ly problems for them in simply
endorsing the first of what

 threatens to become a growmg
list of expulsions.

Har.mless--

f And quite obviously none of
Labour’s -‘left’ want to see the
all-out war within the Party -
-which would be unleashed by

any attempt to purge the
Militant group, which has over
the years proved itself harmless
to the right wing, a useful

- cheerleader for the ‘efts™ and.
‘a means of attracting and
. drawing in votes and support

from layers of youth who would
otherwise be wholly  alienated

by the reactionary pohtlcs of _'

the Labour leadership.

Youth officer and Militant
supporter Andy Bevan, for
instance, whose planned party
political broadcast so horrified
this week’s News of the World,

‘has repeatedly urged Callag han
to give the LPYS a free hand SO

that they can go out and get the

~ youth vote for Labour.

As the right wing assess their
options for embarking on a full
scale  witch-hunt, socialists
within the Labour Party must

recognise the necessity to mobil-
ise in the. fight for the. temoval

cerned, "Who must decide how

- best to approach her own. -
. problems and circumstances. .

This is why the right to

abortion is a basic, democratic

right that must be defended

by the labour movement in
struggle against the Tory govern -

ment. |
| The Corne Blll seems set 10

become law. But history shows
that democratic rights have omy

been won in struggle against

reactionary laws: the ground
must be prepared to mobilise

~ the labour movement to oppose

and resist the new restrictions.
- This means fighting in trade
unions and Labour Parties to:

1) Build maximum delega-

tions for the mass lobby of
Parliament - on February b5

~including the fight for strike

action.

2} Call on the Labour Party-

to enforce its policy of “*free

imposing a three line whip on
Labour MPs to vote against the
Corrie Bill and b) pledging the
next Labour government to the
immediate repeal of all anti-
abortion legislation. ‘

3) Call on trade unions to
‘Aensure that sponsored MPs vote
~in  accordance with Labour

Party and TUC policy.

~4) Call on union national.'

executives, particularly ASMTS/
MPU, to commit their unions to
'strike action in the event of any

,member being prosecuted for

continuing to provide abortion
in defiance of the law.

5) Support trade unionists

who take action, including

strike action or occupation,

in defence of abortion or other

health service facilities threat-
ened by the government’s public

spending cuts.

to defend the limited demo-.
‘cratic rights that presently exist

by a)

of the right wing wadershlp, and

within the Party itself.

A consistent, socialist inter-
nationalist perspective must be
fought ‘for as the only alterna-
tive to a contmuatlon of,
Callaghan’s betrayals

It -is on their ability and
willingness to wage such a fight
in practice that the 9efts’ and
the Militant must be judged.

In the course of such
struggles, increasing numbers of
Labour activists and trade]
unionists will recognise the
necessity for an alternative |
soctalist leadership to dlrect
their fight.

‘Gold
and the

pound
‘in your

pocket

The ‘price of gold has

‘continued its giddying climb

during the last week, peak-
ing out at a oolossal 3838
per ounce..

- But what are the lmpllca-
tions of this for the vast mass of
us who netther own nor expect
to own substantial quantities of
gold? Why should we take any
mterest’

Same content

The fact is that the soaring

money price of gold is not so

much an indication of an
increased value of gold itself—
which still contains essentially
the same content of necessary
labour time for its production-
as it did six months. ago, before
the latest
ingrease.

~ Rather it is a stark reflec-
tubn of falling confidence in the
value of paper currencies inter-
nationally, and the flagging con-
fidence of important sections of
- capitalists in the continued stab-
ility of their system.
- Money invested in gold may
provide a short term speculative
profit: but in the longer term it
yields neither interest (as with
bank deposits) nor profit from
the exploutataon of the workmg
class

Asset stnppmg

For substantial amounts of
capital to be channelled in that
direction is therefore a warning
of further cutbacks to come in

investment, more asset-stripping

operations and more closures in
~industry.

-And the fallmg value of
paper currency in relation to
gold can also already be felt in
relation to the rising price of
other - commodntnes—-—m partic- -
ular other metals and, of course,
crude oil.

~ Wallets -
As the gold dealers celebrate
-~ and look forward to the $1,000
ounce, workers will look to the
shrmkmg value of the pounds

in their wallets. Every golden
lmmg has its cloud!

"runawav ~price .
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Harold Whrtlock was a
fast walker in his time. In
1936° he strolled off with .

the old medal at the Berlin

Olymprcs for the 50 Kkilo-
metre walk (and presumably

shook hands pohtely with
Hitler). =

At 76 his chances of being

‘selected for the next Olympics

are remote and speculation
about the chances of him

pulling out of the Moscow

games has . been less than

intense. .
The Daily Telegraph had no

hesitation, ‘however, in rushing
us the hot news, on the back
page, in one of those fillers not-
mally reserved for telling readers
that someone they had. never
heard of is dead.

“l- wouldn’t go” said the
headline and underneath was
Harold declaring that *“‘if he was

still a top athlete he would not .

go to Moscow - unless the

Labour spokesman Roy

‘Hattersley last week pledged

the next Labour govern-
ment to repeal the Tory
Housing Bill.

The Bill aims to provrdee |
" council

‘tenants—at massive

eXpense —with  the

down prices.
“The Tory plan is to slash the

.number of houses available for
‘rent in, the public sector, in
~order to boost the rents that can

be charged by Tory rack-rentmg
private landlords, and the prices

.. of houses built by Tory devel-

opers in the private sector.
Slick

In order to dress up this

~ viciously anti-working class plan
“as somehow desirable, Heseltine

and the Tories’ slick campaign

managers have had to concocta -

completely spurious set. of

figures to ‘“‘prove” that selling
off council housing will make
money for the local author-

\rtres. |

But of course Heseltine him-
se]f has claimed that the “sale of
the century” is a major handout
to would-be -buyers, declaring

“No single piece of legisla-
tion has enabled the transfer of
s0 much capltal wealfh from
state to people™.

-And indeed a close look at
Heseltine’s figures shows a con-
certed attempt to cover up the
fact that in almost every likely

instance the sale of a council

property will, in the lotig term,
produce a net loss to the auth-
onty concerned,

A number of key ﬁddles‘
.emerge in Heseltine’s paper.

*The paper looks only at
profit or loss on the sale of
houses over a 20-year period:
but those council houses likely
to be sold will last much longer
than that-at least another 50

-~,

| reported

“right to - |
“buy™ their “houses at knock-

"~ houses: but

~ therefore -

Russrans pulled out of Afghan-

“istan.”
It was good for the Tele-

‘graph to know that they had

sport on their side. All they
have to do now is get Harold
into the Olympic squad and this
boycott might start to catch on.

So far there have been no

Better strll would be recan-

tations from Enghsh footballers

who didn’t play in Argentina,

but who would have done i

England had not been knocked
out of the World Cup; and who

now would have boycotted

Moscow if football was being

played there; and if they were .

picked; and if the Soviet troops
did not pull out of Afghanistan
(and Militant did not pull out of

" the Labour Party).

At least that would spare us
from the agony of whether

recantations from
Scottish footballers who, played |

in Chrle or Argentma | attends the Olympics).

Olympics

Pnnce Phrhp as going.

As head of the, Internatronal N

Equestrian  Federation he
travelled to Moscow last year to

. see if the drains were big enough }

for his horses’ shit. (It is this
attention to detail that marks a

great world leader -and explains | |
why the Dazly Mad thinks it § -
“would be ‘a major propaganda :

coup for the Russians” if he

Perhaps saddest of all 1s the
case of all those public spirited

enterprises which though they

would cash in on the Olymplcs.
by paymg towards the team’s
expenses

According to the Sunday
Telegraph Watney’s are consid-

ering cancelling a plan to send .

100 customers and landlords to
Moscow, while ~ Chiltonian
biscuits “hurnedly removed all
reference to Moscow from an
medal chart this
week”. | :

Laughing all the way to the bank—Heseltine

.potentlally bring in 30 years

more rent.

- *Heseltine throws in. an
arbitrary figure of £5,500 for
the renovation . of council
leaves out of
account any projected value for

- the sites omwwhich they stand—

thus ariificially increasing the
liabilities to councils without

~accounting the assets.

 *Heseltine works on an
average rent figure for all
council. houses--ignoring the
fact that only the better quality,
higher rent council property
tends to be sold. In this way he

“lowers the amount of rent

revenue to be expected. -
*Despite evidence' that the
typlcal buyer of a councﬁ house

B i

is aged 3040, Heseltine’s figures
assume the buyer is 50, and
would live to 85-—thus reduemg
the amount of rent he/she

would pay and increasing the -
amount - of rent - rebate they

could claim.
This kind of gross manipu-

lation enables Heseltine * s claim

a profit of £2,185 for every
house sold. Yet the original
paper on the “sale of the
century - predicted losses

ranging between £4.550 and

£5,530 on each house'

"~ Thus while a handful of
people could become house-
owners, the working class as a

whole as taxpayers and tenants_
lose out all ways on the Tories’

“bargain” - package. They face

"being permitted |
- to boast about having done so. | :

British bosses are being

- forced to reassess their

position on government aid

to industry.

After only seven months of

the Tory . government’s reces-

sionary policies, the CBIl last
week . submitted a list of

'proposed cuts m publnc spend-

ing totalling £1 5-£2 billion,
linked to an appeal to Thatcher

to make no more cuts in state
-aid to the private séctor.

*The financial pressures on

| the company sector are severe'

and we therefore urge that no

" further economies be made for

the present in assistance to trade

. and industry. |
*To do otherwise would-

‘threaten adverse consequences

for investment and employ-
ment’’
| Some fairly “adverse conse-

| quences’” for employment have

of course already been caused

- by Tory cuts in the pubhc_

services, and by the savage

policies of
imposed on industry by the hlgh
value of sterling and astronomic
interest rates—each of which
have been welcomed by the

rationalisation

- rents, = rates,

3 capltallst

Tory figures,

3 G -y.' )
"‘-. = ?{ \

Chancellor Howe

By Terry Smith

Loss-makmg sale of century

a dwmd]mg stock of housmg,
increasing insecurity, soaring
‘mortgages and
house prices, and growing
queues for accomodation as
council housing programmes
continue to fall away.

- All this is good news for the

Tories’ friends—the speculators,
- developers, landlords,
. and building em ployers

.bankers

But even with the added lure
srofits -to comie, - private

| 'bull ers are unlikely to produce

anything like the number of
new houses needed to  make

good the cutbacks in councrl
vhousmg

Not confident

Plungrng working class living
rocketing inflation,

standards,
high interest rates and the
spiralling market value of
private housing mean that
developers are far from confi-

"dent of realising an adequate

- profit on a vastly mcreased'

‘number of houses. .~ -7 -

- Top estimates for mnew -
" houses built in the private sector
~ this year suggest a total of only
 140,000—leaving a gap of some
. 40,000-100,000 between the

- number needed and the number
| avallable SRS

But of course caplta]}st pro-

| du ction takeg place not to fulfil

even .the; most clementary

-human need-like a roof over

workers’ heads—but simply in

“order to accumulate profit.

. Capitalist

" The Tory government, as a
government  par
exgellence, is dedicated to profit

first, psofit second and profit a
" «'thrrd

Desp the

waving of Labour spokesman

Hattersley and the torrent of

reformist arguments refuting the
nothing - will
prevent the Tories implement-
ing their ‘“‘sale of the century”

| CB l ':'a.

measures,

eloquent*
_,speeches and indignant . arm-

Gesture

But with sectlons of their

‘membership about to go to the
wall financially, CB! leaders
have felt obliged to make some
gesture of protest—firstly by
catling at .. their

- recent

Hattersley

‘short of mass ‘action to bring

down. the Thatcher government.
The task is to prepare the
ground for such action—which

must unite those struggles like

the steel strike now in process

against the Tories attacks with

the battle against the spending
cuts and the destruction of

~ council housing.

‘Tenants assocmtlons must

link up with union branches,

trades councils and working
class political parties in elec-

ting committees to open up the
books of the local authority

housing departmenis—to reveal
the level of interest payments

to .the banks, the real costs of

council housmg, and the com-
pletely inadequate plans for
future development of housmg
provision.”

Workers’ mqumes in' each
area must probe housing needs,
and expose the crisis facmg
working class families, to show

“the need for united class actlon
. .to defedt Thatcher.

But, far from resting con-

- tent wrth Hattersley’s bombas-

tic promise to repeal the Tory

for the ousting of the right wing
Callaghan leadership and for the

“adoption of a socrahst housing
‘policy, based on the nationalis-
“ation without compensation of
. the big landowners, the building
monopohes banks and bulld- |

ing societies.

“month

“University's

the fight must be
taken up in the Labour Party

Page 5

conference . for = Thatcher to

impose selective import controls

“and now by appealing for a
of government

continuation

cash hand-outs,

It is unlikely that Thatcher

‘'will completely - ignore. these
pleas from her staunch backers
in the CBI: but on the other
‘hand the crisis of British and
. world capntahsm means that in

any event many -private firms

 face a gloomy future of near-

zero profits, declining sales and
eventual closure.
After years of being cosseted

| by reformist Labour govern-

ments dedicated to keepmg
them in business at any price,

the CBI finds this hard to take.
But there is no easy way out,

of the impasse of British capital-
ism. - |

one is downhill through mass
unemployment and wholesale
closures in. the hopes of even-
tually restoring profitability:

the other requires mass action .

by the working class to bring
down the Tories,
nationalisation of basic industry

without compensation, and the
‘establishment, under workers’

management, . of a
socialist economy |

Gay

planned

f|ghts
back

You may have thoudmt

need is the rught aeademnc
qualifications. But if you

University for a Post Grad-

tion course you could find
‘an additional requirement:

“you must be heterosexual
light last

This came 1O
when gay. student
Geoffrey Brighton was refused a
certificate. of heaith not on

- grounds of physical or mental

iliness, but because of his homo-
sexuahty

Two . . doct_ors at the
Student Health
clinic decided that, since

; Brighton was gay they could not

‘judge his “emotional stability”’.

~ He was told he would have
to see a psvch;atrtst for a seeond
opinion!

He refused, and . went back -'
again to explam his position 1o

Dr Fraser, ‘head " of Student

Health. Fraser put the odds at

4-1 . against Brighton- berng
accepted for the course,
A campaign ~ is now'

underway against this brazen

example of sexist prejudice and
discrimination, which can be

contacted c/o Box 110, LAP,
.29 Blenheim Terrace, I.e'eds 2.

\J_uorttnsoun
 SACK
(mmuunu *

Price 15p including’ postage

from WSL, 31 Dartmouth Parl
Hill, London NW5 1HR. . |

- There are two roads Open:'

force the:

student .

that to be a teacher all you

happen to apply to Leeds

uate Certificate of Educa- |

.. ‘.
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" In the wake of the
first imperialist world
war, a wave of revolu-

tionary defeats rolled

| across Europe.
. The years around 1920

were to see the crushmg of

the ‘Berlin - . Spartacus
~ uprising and of the Vienna
general strike,

~ occupations throughout,
- Italy. - R
| :Pr0~minence -
It was: in “this latter

- struggle that “Antonio
‘Gramsci, son of a Sardinian
minor cml servant, and
W1thout ‘question - Italy S
. greatest Marxrst revolution-
ary, came to pohtrcal prom-

- inence.
- As aleft-wmg member of |
~the Italian Socialist Party
~ (PSI), Gramsci had captured .
_control  of Cits

_, _ journal
L’0Ordine Nuovo in 1919,
and through its pages urged
the formation of democratic

factory councils in Turin.
Within = six

were - organised  into

councils,

" tionary insurrection.

- "In 1920, a lock-out at
the Alfa Romeo plant in
Milan triggered an occupa- -
tion which spread to most-

of Italian heavy industry.
Factory -
throughout Italy controlled

- production and organised
Red Guards; armed workers

the over-
throw of workers’ soviets in |
‘Munich and Budapest, and
the failure of mass factory,,. .

in  Turin

bourgeois

‘months,
'150 000 Turinese workers.

whose  task
‘Gramsci saw as preparing

L _ 7 Aof that
. the working class for revolu-

~ with the hauntmg spectre of -
."workmg
‘which was to lead Italian
- history _directly down the
road of fascism.
- Urged by Lenin to clear
‘the PSI  of
 Gramsci and his comrades
around L ’Ordine
~convened in 1921 a party
congress which was to result

councils -

From the 19208 to the present day, major con-ﬁ
tributions to Marxist theory have been made by

thinkers indifferent or 1mplacably opposed to the
revolutionary hentage of Trotskyism.

From George Lukacs -
Antonio Gramsci to Jean-Paul Sartre, Karl Korsch

to Louis  Althusser,

to Herbert Marcuse, a powerful body of ‘Western
Marxist’ theory has been developed, Wthh has yet

to receive full cntrcal assessment by Trotskyrsts -
- themselves. :
How are the Stalinist or revisionist pohtlcs of -

these writers to be weighed against their theoretlcal |
contrrbutlons to Marxist theory?

~In this series, Terry Eagleton examines the work
of the theorists named above, as an mtroductlon to
a full evaluation of their work R

clashed ) wrth

security forces. .
Confronted ~with the

| question of revolutionary

power, the supine PSI pre-

~dictably sold the pass to the .
. government,
ab andomng the proletariat

at its supreme point of

__struggle and inflicting upon
it a catastropblc defeat B

Defeat

It Was the combmatlon
shattering - defeat

class militancy

- reformists,

- Nuovo

The des.truc'tio:t of the officeso [ the SP paper ‘Amnti-’_

in the formatlon of the
Ttalian Communist -

Party

(PCID), dominated by the

ultra-leftist - se-ctanian )

Bordiga. o |
Bordiga’s  ‘Theses of

Rome’ (1922) dogmatically
rejected all alliances with
parties;
 Gramsci also argued until
1924 agamst umted front' |

other Italian

policies. -
In 1922 the
seized 'power, rounding up

most PCI leaders; Gramsci
‘escaped- arrest only because
he was in Moscow as an
“executive member of the

Third International. -

A fierce frght within the -
PCI resulted ,in Gramsci’s
imprisoned
Bordiga as party leader; and

ousting the

in 1924 he was elected a
member of the Chamber of

- Deputies.”
Two years later fo]low-'

@

- concoct,
and sentenced to twenty
_years imprisonment.

in 1937,

heavily

fascrsts_ ‘ emphasis upon “will®,

sciousness’ and -

Gramsci: 1t |
~ claimed that the ‘material-
"ist’ is subordinated to the

‘the - scientific
- Marxism plays second fiddle

~what has-

it actively
. class’s
- which Gramsci calls a class’s-

| that Gramsc1 S
councils’ programme resul- -
. ted - from: |
(excessive reliance on the
subjectlve will) or spontan-

ing ‘exceptional measures’

 that ‘an  assassination
~attempt on  Mussolini
allowed the fascists to

he was arrested

From 1928 to his death
crippled by ill-

health, Grarnsm wrote In

- prison the masterpiece of

Marxist theory which has

- become known as the Prison
Notebooks—33 laboriously
manuscripts, .
cryptically to

hand-written
composed

evade fascist censorship and
smuggled out of prrson by

- his friends. |
- The Marxism of the early--
Gramsci was partly formed
by, partly a reaction to, the
‘Hegelian® Marxrsm'l
of the Italian' philosophers’ &
Antonio Labriola Giovanni
Gentile (later to become a |

fascist ideologue) and the |
-idealist art-critic Bernadetto ; -
Croce, whose ‘Marxist’ alleg-. §i
1ance lasted all of five years.. . §

Actmsm
A'From f tneir

actlon
(later to degenerate in the

hands of Gentile into the
fascist cult of pure mindless -
“activism), Gramsci learned

to oppose the positivism

"and determinism of -‘the -
“orthodoxy” of the Second
International, insisting upon

the unrty of ‘theory and
practice

Bolshevrk revolution as a
‘revolution agamst Capital’
(the book, notice, not the
system) -as a vmdlcatron of

- conscious political struggle
" against what he mistook as

the positivism and mevrt-
ablism of Marx’s text,

Traces of this idealism
mature

could = be

survive .in the-

‘hrstorlcal’ in his work, that
status of

to tl;te concrete historical

conscgiousness of the revolu-
, tlonary workcmg class |

World view

In thls Gramsc1 is some-'

times open to the charge of
since "
known as ‘historicism’: the

notion that a theory is valid
not to the extent to which

it can secure objective.scien-

. tific knowledge of reality,
but to the extent to.which.
elaborates  a

) self-consciousnesS,

‘world view’, is, ‘as we shall

see _later, related to his
~ - central concept = of
- .hegemony

However, the accusatlon
“factory

yvoluntarism

eism is Surely groundless:
organisation. is precisely at

Hegehan S
‘con-, -

‘and the active,
/interventionist role of the.
- proletariat in the creatron of

‘history.
He welcomed “the

B its“heart

vital missing

- which

become _
- self-development; now,. for

' SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 23 January 1980

What is true is .that

Gramsci, at this early testing

point, lacked any developed

theory of political leader-
ship and the role of the
~ revolutionary party.

: 'Abstentioni_st
The hostility of Bordiga

- and his group to the Turin
'experrrnents as
~ tic’ was based upon a rigidly

eCOIIOmIS-

abstentionist attitude : to
mass struggle; but Gra:nSci

“himself was later to ideftify
“syndicalist elements in-the
prOJect and turned in the

prison notebooks to the

revolutionary party.
Previously he had subor-

- dmated the party to the role

of a kind of secondary agent
cleared

the council’s autonomous

the rest of his life, he was to
explore the necessarily

| dralecttcal relation between
party and

class, in an
authentic development of

Leninism.

It was, however a devel-
opment of Lenrmsm not a

“mechanical repetrtron One -
of the

most crucial

questions

proletanan insurrection to
be victorious in societies of
a kind significantly drfferent

- from Tsarist Russia?

In Russia, revolutionaries

'Were confronted with a
‘starkly autocratic state; in
 Western_societies, they h_ad o

. 1deologrcal and -
"mstrtutrons which went to
. make
~ termed ‘civil society’: trade
" union, school, family, polit-
ical party, med1a sexuahty,_ '~

" Gramsci,

factoruthe -

| . political
... obstacles from the path of
concept

'.p'osed_' by the
prison notebooks is: Howis

to confront not srmply a

- repressive state ‘but a dense,

complex fabr1c of poIrtrcal
cultural
up what Gramsci

religion, law, and so on.
“In the *West"'
" “the

advanced line of defence

- and behind it there is a

powerful  fortress  of - |
concrete pﬂlboxes L |
This  ‘“fortress’ ~was -

precisely the thick network
of habits,
mst1tut10ns which served to
reproduce  bourgeois rule
not only by coercion but by

- consent—and it was to this - .
form of rule that Gramsci

gave the name of hegemony.

His formulation of the
in fact, -
| some- -
~-times hegernony means ‘rule
by consent’ and belongs to
- civil society

. coercion belongs
~ state), sometimes hegemony

1S not

always consistent

means a fusion of consent
and coercron - -

State apparatus

In arguing that, in the
West the preponderance of

1v11 society’ over state

“meant a preponderance of
.consent |
Gramsci. for one thing over-

looked the vital fact that

one of the rrme means of
securing the donsent of the
masses to bourgeors rule 1s,

over coercion,

i b= -

wrote B
State is :
merely a frontal trench, an

practices and

(whereas
to the
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crsely the state appam-

‘itsel f —the parlramentary |

-

em which breeds in
the delusion of self-
yernment. ‘
Moreover ‘Gramsci’s
uable concern with the

ydern ' class-society tends

itimes to play down the
'y reality of repressive-

gs—a repressiveness which,

ISm .
sci’s .concept of hege-

e for revolutionaries.

War of position

at Gramsci called a ‘war

hine), the  proletariat
conduct a .ceaseless
of position’—an under-

ny in every area of ‘civii
piety’.

 This is commonly mis-
lerpreted as a cafl for the
brking  class to perform
. (unpossrble) feat of
coming culturally hege-
dnic before it has actually
ized political power; but

amsci speaks of the need
the proletarlat to exer-
hegemony before con-
jering state power in fact
ers, in orthodox Leninist
thion, - to  its  hegemony
er other oppressed and

jchanisms of consent in

en the advanced technol- -
of such societies, is .in.

superior to that of
Desplte its '\'limitations -

yny is a richly productive

It suggests that, prior to

‘manoeuvre’ (i.e. a direct
jault on  the  state

oe- . - .
ning of bourgeois hege- - g5, rces: from the revolu-

b famous passage in which

Gramsci

ex plorted classes, ‘whom it-
will lead in the struggle

against caprtallsm |

~ The ‘war of posmon
Gramsci demands is essen-
tially one against the ‘world

view’ of  the bourgeoisie,

embodied as it is through-

out the whole range of ‘civil. |

society’.
Every ruling class helps

- to'maintain itself by a ruling
conceptiOn of the world—a

version of reality which
legrtlmates itself ‘as

‘common sense’.
In the 'form‘ation of such

‘a ‘world view’, the role of

the mtellectuals s
particularly vital. |
Gramsci rejected the

bourgeois notion * of the

intellectual as a creature

apart: all men and women
are intellectuals (there is no
such thing as ‘pure’ manual

labour), but not all have an

intellectual functron in
society.
Revolutionary mtellec- |

tuals come frOm_ two

tionary class itself (‘organic’

intellectuals) and from

those ‘traditional’ intellec-

‘tuals, ideologues of existing

society, who can be won to
the revolutionary cause.

. '\‘

'No distinction

Within the revolutionary

party, where there can be
- between

no distinction
intellectual and non-intellec-
tual, these two groups fuse
into a single bloc; and the
party, inseparably from its

task of conquering political
power, must develop its
- Oown ongmal conceptron of

the world’, fighting for ‘new

~ forms of art of phxlosophy,
- of customs of language’ -
-appropriate to a revolutlon—

ary culture,

There are problems W1th

‘Gramsci’s formulations.

A dominant or revolu-

o tionary ‘world view’ is not,
"in fact, as homogeneous as
‘he suggests nor does it arise
“directly from the experience
-~ ofa socral class

. Bou‘rgeors society

- Bourgeois ideology is not
the 1cleology of the bour-
geoisie’, but of bourgeois
society. = it incorporates
crucial aspects of the ways
various social classes under

capitalism live out their

-expenence

Equally, a revolutzonary
‘world view’ is more than
the consciousness of the

'workmg class: it integrates

the  perceptions and
practices of other explorted
classes, as well as elements

which have no immediate -
‘class-assignation.

Bpt Gramsci’s idea of
hegemony . shows his
concern for the field of
culture and ‘civil society’ as

'a whole—a concern richly
‘apparent throughout the

prison notebooks.
There, in a triumph of
concretely applied Marxist

. »theory, he ‘considers the
“specific history of bourgeois

Italy: the way in which the
Southern peasantry  are

welded to the landlord class

by the mediation of a
stratum of ‘rural intellec-

tuals; the lack of a ‘national-

* popular consciousness
‘among the intelléctuals,

-consequent on-  their
“cosmopolitan traditions,

“which divorced them from-
the masses; the central reac-

tionary role of the Roman
Catholic church.,

Not since Lenin 'and'

Trotsky’s wntmgs on Tsarist
Russia had a single society

been scrutinised = so

intensively by a Marxist
theorist; but
analyses, like Lenin and
Trotsky’s, were. made in.the
interests of drawing - con-

~crete revolutionary conclu-

SIOHS

Uneven development

Italy was a divided
society, with a notably

unevenly -developed

capitalism and no history of
a nation-State; it had néver

known ‘global force’

capable of uniting 1ntellec-

tuals and masses.

The bourgeoisie, partly '
blocked by the church, had

failed to carry through the
nationalist revolution; but

its failure was Marxtsm S
opportumty |

Gramsci’s achJevetnent
was to apply the methofls of

Marx and Lenin to  the

peculiarities of the Italian

situation, and in doing so to

extend and
Marxist theory |

" In his attention fo
problems of party and class,
the relations between socml
classes, the revolutionary

| elaborate

allrance of worker and
peasant, and above all to the
‘nature of the Dbourgeois
state, he sustained and
enriched the work of Lenin -

and Trotsky —work which

was, Mmoreover, httle ava1l-

able to him.
In. his

 “‘twins”’

Gramsci’s

preoccupation

'wrth culture and ‘civil

society’ , with questions of -

hegemony and the role of .« -
.the intellectuals, he. carried

that work into new {ields,
and re-wrote the history of
Italy from a -working-class
standpoint. "

- His political failures were
serious:

early 1920s he stubbornly
rejected the united front in

Italy, thus facilitating the

rise of fascism.
Not until 1924 did he

break wrth the Bordiga line

on this issue, by which time
it was too late: fascism had
arrived, and the Comintern

‘was now rapidly abandoning
“united front tactics itself.

Only during his long

.penod of imprisonment did

Gramsci = tum back

- theoretically to the question
- -of united front resistance to

fascism, even though he had
always re]ected the PCI line

‘that fascism and social

democracy were - mere
between whom

there was nothing to
choose. B

| Opp'osed

" That line, adopted by -
Stalinism durmg the ‘Third

Period’, was fiercely
opposed by Gramsci from
the seclusion of his prison;

“his position on the Itahian

situation was now effective-

1y identical wrth that of

Trotsky:.

In 1926, Gramsci had

expressed the support of the
PCI leadership .for the

| Stahn-Bukharm majority in
~ the Russian party, and sub-
- scribed to the view that the
Joint Opposition was guilty

of endangering the workers-

peasants alliance by faction- |

al activity.

At the same trme he had"hf’

i

Scenes during the fascist. mobilisation of 1922 |

. together  with-
almost the whole leadership-
of ‘the PCI throughout the

‘stressed the Italian party’s

fears.. about the course

~which the Russian -inner-.
party “struggle was taking, .

and affirmed its opposition'
to mechamcal and coercive’

discipline.
By the’ time of Stalm-

ism’s full-blooded emer-
‘gence, Gramsci was a victim

of fascrsm—a fascism which
the Stalinism he had sup-
ported helped flourish. - .-

~* The ironies of Antonio
.Gra-mscr s political career

are manifold; but not least,

- perhaps, is the irony of lus”_
posthumous -treatment at
the hands of Stalinism itself.

- Gramsci’s brother, to
whom he had entrusted his
views on the #*Third Period’
for . public transmission,
remained silent to save. h1m
from the nsk of expulswn

Gramscz supported Stalm-Bukkarm agamst the Joint Opposmon ;

After the pubhcatlon of
the prison notebooks In

194749, Gramsci’s memory

was solemnly venerated by

the PCI while his writings
“went virtually ignored, or

were manipulated in
support of Stalinist policies.
| ~ critical
edition of his work was
produced by the PCI for a:
quarter of a century after .
the - end of the secondf--._f!. N
- imperialist world war, -
- Today, it remams for
those outside the Stalinist

No serious

camp to make a full critical

- evaluation of his limitations -
“and achievements,

Next article: Karl Korsch

g ek o AR e ey Vi B AT 2, MY AT S

S Y T S

2 el alrd ud e

wole soomte




3
]
;

AR o)

Page 8

L

- The Workers’ Government demand

At each step -in the struggle for transitional and

democratic demands, Trotskyists must weigh and

consider the best tactical means of conducting the fight in
such a way as to expose and discredit the existing
treachérous mass leaders of the working class. o

Such tactics will generally include fighting for workers

to place specific demnands on those trade union and political

leaders that retain mass support for them to break from

“their present policies of class collaboration and act in the

independent class interests of their members.
“As the Transitional Programme shows, the culmination

of this approach is the formuiation of demands on the |

reformists and Stalinist leaders that they break with the

bourgeoisie and form a workers’ government.

- The slogan can, as the Transitional Programme’ shows,
be used flexibly as an agitational slogan in particular

situations. As such its value is that it focusses the attention
of the masses on the class collaboration of their leaders
and the necessity for a government that will represent their
independent interests. In every instance it is.vital to couple

~the workers’ government with the necessary programme of
 transitional deménds and with the struggle to mobilise the
working class in independent organisations through which it
“will fight for such demands. B -
Such an approach is in explicit contrast to the various

parfliamentary formations passed off by reformist, centrist
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'What kind of government

" Barricades in the 1905 revolution -

There IS n(j way in which the
state machinery createqG as a

weapon to defend the private
property of the capitalist class
can be transformed into a

weapon in workers’ struggle for
socialism. |

‘The charade of Parliamen-
- tary democracy must be’
exposed, and the mass of the
working class mobilised to des-
troy. and .dismantle the state
' apparatus, - and in particular .

SOVIE

state apparatus must be estab- -

its bodies of armed men, the

‘army and the police.

In their place a workers’

lished to protect the gains of

~the revolution through | the

dictatorship of the proletariat.

What form would this dic-

tatorship take?

~ First and. foremost it would
be a dictatorship exercised by
the masses over the tiny
minority. of former capitalist

' exploiters and their agents.

As such, it would have an

entirely different class character
from dictatorships exercised by
right wing capitalist or fascist

regimes. | | |
A central feature would be
the dissolution of. the House. of

Commons, the House of Lords
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and the . .abolition. of the
monarchy, in favour of the
power of workers’ councils.

The mass struggles prior to
the revolution will provide the .

basis for the formation of such
bodies, initially as councils of
action to organise workers’
struggles independently of the
union bureaucracy, *posing a

direct challenge to the power of
the capitalist state, = ,

that emerged in- the ‘Russian

Revolution, would  develop in_

power and scope, and would
draw deilegates from all work-

As such they would be class
organisations  that would
exclude the old exploiters, but
directiy - reflect the feelings of

workers in the factories, mines,
yeards, shops, banks and trans-

port. | .
Delegates would be elected

" from factory committees and
subject to recall by their

Last week’s Socialist Press carried an article by
John Lister on the struggle for a workers’ government.
This week we reprint extracts on the question from
two documents: the first is from The Transitional
Programme in Today’s Class Struggle, adopted on 31
December 1979 by the Trotskyist International

Socialist League Manifesto.

and Stalinist currents as “workers” or “workers and

peasants” governments.

Indeed while the call for a workers’ government can be
used as an agitational slogan to advance the political
consciousness of the working class from the level of
spontaneity to the comptehension of the necessity of the

revolutionary seizure of power, the culmination of the

struggle for this demand must in the final instance—as in
Russia in October 1917—be the definitive break with and
destruction of the political -forms, institutions and state
machinery of the bourgeoisie, and the establishment of the

| dictatorship of the proletariat.

The workers’ government slogan thus contains within

it the dynamic of the class struggle in which the working

class, gaining in strength and self confidence, demands
increasingly more of its bureaucratic mass leaders to the
poiht where they insist that these leaders break from the

~ bourgeoisie, take power in their own hands, and implement
‘measures in the interests of the proletariat, B

~ As the Transitional Programme stresses, it was:

“the obstinate unwillingness of the Mensheviks

" and SRs to take power, so dramatically exposed during

the July Days, which definitely doomed them before -
‘mass opinion and prepared the victory of -the

Bolsheviks.” . o | |
Now, just as much as in 1938, it is time to insist that:

“The central -task of the Fourth International

 consists in freeing the proletariat from its old

>
»

- '.;.? ’ .‘-’ "‘ -

\

~ membership at any time ‘they  beginning with immediate with-

Liaison Committee. The second is from the Workers

.
.
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| . | Lenin in 1917
leadership whose conservatism is in complete contra-
diction to the catastrophic eruptions of disintegrating
capitalism and represents the chief obstacle to

~ historical progress. . o

- “The chief accusation which the Fourth
International  advances _against the traditional
organisations of the proletariat is the fact that they do -
not wish to tear themselves away from the political
semi-corpse of the bourgeoisie. SRR

“Under these  conditions _ the ~ demand,
systematically addressed to the old leadership: ‘Break
with the bourgeoisie, take the' power’ is an extremely
important weapon for exposing the ‘treacherous,
character of the parties and organisations of the
Second, Third and Amsterdam Internationals.” |
While .promising such leaders revolutionary support

against - capitalist reaction should - they undertake  the
struggle for power, Trotskyists must maintain their political
independence of such leaderships and persist with their own

critical propaganda spelling out at each stage the role.of the

old leaders and the necessary programme of demands to be
fought for by the working class.. - |

- It is on the construction of sUC’h-- a Trotskylst
revolutionary leadership, and not on any ability of the

reformists and Stalinists to transform themselves into a

revolutionary force that the fate of the struggle for a
workers’ government and the dictatorship of the proletariat
must depend. - - | S SRR

One of the first soviets, the Ivanovo-Voznesensk Soviet of Workers”  Deputies

‘do workers need?

lation, ,infernati'onal ‘trading with the aid of civil service

-
T . .
- -
. X .
5
¥
!.’ . by .
N A
. . -

~ After the revolut'igjfgi;fft'hesa[‘ .
councils, similar to the soviets

‘repress and to crush the working

places and working class organi- /258 and any political opposi-

sations. .

deviated from their mandate.

~And they would receive no
financial privileges—being paid.
~no more - than the ‘average
-.working wage.. -

‘Local level workers’ councils
in each. town would elect dele-
gates to regional and national

level - bodies, which.. would

become the voice of the mass of

the population, the highest level .

of workers’ democracy. o
Workers’  <ouncils, " would,

oversee the * exprppriation, ‘of
major industry, the: banks and.
transport. facilities, whijle safe- .
- guarding the livelihoods of small

farmers, shopkeepers, - petty

businesses and small savers, =
While capitalist dictators

seek above -all to atomise, to

tion, the proletarian dictator-
ship fought for by revolution-
aries must rest on the active

- mobilisation of . the masses,.
their direct involvement in.
'decision making, and in the
defence of the workers’ state
from enemies within and

outside its own borders.
This demands a thoroughly
internationalist foreign policy—

.drawal of British troops from
Ireland and every other country,
- the breaking off of diplomatic

links with right wing dictator-
ships and the offer of material
aid to anti-imperialist and anti-

‘capitalist struggles in Africa,

Asia and Latin America.

A workers’ government
would pull out of NATO, other
imperialist pacts, and the capit-

- alist Common Market, calling on
- the workers movement through-

out Eurpope to force similar

~ action on their governments and
to fight for a Socialist United

States of Europe.

MILITIAS

It _.would"_ oversée. the
disbanding of the standing army

and the police, and in "their
place  the institution of wide-

spread military training for

.youth and workers to enabie

the formation of armed
workers’ militia answerable to

workers’ councils at local and

nationat level. -

-Control over currency specu-

links and over the possible re-

emergence of pockets of capit- .
alism would be asserted by the -
closing down of the stock

exchange, the imposition of a
state monopoly of foreign trade,
and the expropriation of ‘the

‘banks and major trusts—with
protection for small deposit.
‘holders. .' . \

Within Britain itself, other
‘aspects of the state apparatus

would also need to be disman-

‘tled. The ‘judiciary and the

courts, - through which the

" capitalist class protect their:
private property against the
working class would be

scrapped, and replaced by a

system of jury trials before.

workers’ courts, | |
The civil service bureau-

cracy, which in reality takes the

vast majority of day-to-day

- decisions on_ the administration
‘of British capitalism, is not

entirely the same, however..
Within the civil service are

‘many  administrators . with
detailed technical knowledge.
necessary for the reorganisation

“of industry and the economy. -

A workers’ government

~ would need to take steps—

unions—to make this knowledge
available to the workers’ move-
ment, and to bring the civil
service firmly under its control.

Within such a framework, -
the task of fully opening the

‘books of capitalist society as a

whole and mapping out a five
year. plan for - the socialist

- expansion of production and .

provision of social needs could
begin.
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dﬁgeneratm which has led to it

features. In -
positions still do not reflect a .
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" been demoyed lt Lm Faction (CIBLF) which, following
' Socialist League in December, has now drssolved itsel

mrttee
“Earlier sections of the CIBLF document examine the history and polmcal degeneranon of the post-

| war Fourth lnternatronal and the nature of its component parts today.

Today it hves on in the ferm of |
~ different factions. These cannot
—with some hmrted exceptions
- ~be considered as tas 'temeuat

to the oppor t organsa

of the labour movemexrt -
| They comprise the mest
conscious element’ of the world

proletarian  vanguard. . Their

- politics are generally eeatristmi :

nature, but with . special

reality  these

complete break from the pro-
grammatic basis of Bolshevrsm

'Still less do they constitute a

direct reflection of social forces

“alien to the proletariat (the -
labour aristocracy, the parasitic -
‘Stalinist bureaucracy, the petty .
bourgeois intelligentsia, etc).

This makes them unlike Stalin-

ist, Social Democratic and
“unlike . centrist

This, together with the con-

tinuing processes of internal -

clashes, factional struggles and

splits (whlch show the viability -
of a debate within the Fourth
Intematronal and. the search by
1its mlhtantsv-though in  a-
confused fashion—for a correct.

revolutionary orientation)

makes it- possible and necessary

to adopt a perspective of regen-

.eratmg the Fourth Internatron-
al.

~ We reJeCt as schematic those
conceptions which, starting out

~ - from the reality of the centrist
- degeneration of most factions of -
_the -Fourth International, draw
- the conclusion that all revision-
. ist organisations are irreparably
Jost to Trotskyism, and which
 equate them with opportuntstr
- organisations foretgn to - the

Y,

i
H

Thrs ﬁlm is . a good
example, of how the
‘ideology behind many

: roductrons B
‘reflects the dommant ideol-

Hollywood -

ogy of American capitalism.
It depicts

albeit at first unwillingly,

between Russtan and’ American -

space - scientists agamst

common extemal threat-«a husef
has beea,. N

whieh"

meteor,

- endent
‘organisations within the frame-
- work of an international Bolshe- .
vik-Leninist

co-operation, -

The followmg text is the conclusion of a document by

the Commrttee for an Internatronal Bolshevnk.
the International Pre-conference hosted by the Workers
f into the Trotskyrst Intemanonal Liaison Com-

s Trotdcyrst movement,

The  task facing orthodox

o 'Trotskyrsts is therefore to build -
~ a Bolshevik-Leninist faction of |
the Fourth International, based

on- the political lines of the

Theses and Resolutions of the

1936, 1938 and 1940 Confer-
ences.
- But while re]ectmg the sec-

tarian position that considers
every  Trotskyist-revisionist .
_ organisation as lost for Bolshev- -
ism, Bolshevik-Leninists must at
- the same time reject as delusory
‘any hypothesis of a spontaneous
‘evolution of the revisionist fac-

tions towards orthodox

Trotskyrsm

Instead it is necessary tor

engage in a struggle for the

regeneration - and Bolshevik
reorganisation of the FI, similar

to the struggle waged by the .

Left . Opposition the
Comintern from 1929—33 Bol-

-shevik Leninists must consider
us lost; incapable of regenera-
“tion and’ completely outside the.
~ Fourth International those right
 wing forces which have  defin-
. 1tely entered the counter-revol- 3

.futronary camp.

- Within the orgamsatrons of
the centre, it is necessary to

promote the formation of Bol-
- shevik-Leninist factions, linked
. both to each other (mdepen-
. dently of the sections of the
- Trotskyist movement in which
they intervene) and to indep-
Trotskyist =~
~the mdependent

- orthodox

‘Faction,

~must itself be based on demo-

,, drslod ed from the asteroid belt

between the orbits of Mars and

Jupiter by a chance collision
- with a new comet. - |

This meteor is  heading

straight for Earth The ﬁlm

appears at a time when negotia-

~ ttions on stratetic arms limita-

tions (SALT H) have—until the

- Afghanstian events—been in the

air and dove-like views on this

topic have become popular
gmongst the major presidential

Second edltlon of the opposrtron documents |
presented inside the WRP by the present leader-
shrp of the Workers Socialist League
‘With a new introduction
Pnce £2.50 plus 20p postage and package from

| Workers Socrallst League; 31 Dartmouth Park Hlll', |
£l ~-London NWS 1HR

S

. general, -

‘which -

targets

| - scientists,
L -,played by Connery.

Trotsky speakmg ajtiz;hé' Fourth Congress_ of the Comi(t tern

-

cratrc centrahst methods ‘both
_nationally and- mternatlonally -
~Such factions should, in-

‘avoid' engaging In a

split. Instead they should make

~ the centrist leadershrps réspon-
- sible for any admmlstratrve.' |
 measures—such. as expulsions—
“that may occur. A comparable

attitude should be taken within
ultra-left Trotskyist-revisionist
orgamsatlons.

Leninist Faction as such, and

Trotskylst orgamsatrons must
express the

present the pubhc activity of

candidates.
~ Once unthinkable, hrgh level
collaboration _ between ~Russia
and America in. overseeing each
other’s military/space activities
is now a distinct possibility.
The plot is not as prgposter-
ous as it sounds. Geologists have

deduced that the Earth has
indeed been bombarded by

enormous meteorites in its past.
Some of these may have left
craters several hundred kilo-

metres across. ]
| These are hard to discern

except on satellite photographs
because subsequent geological

and human activity has’ ‘tended

to obscure their outlines.’

| Of course most meteors
- heading

ing the Earth’s surface.

Others are reduced in size to. §
that of stones and do little |

damage
| Large objects

But several hundred large .

objects (up to a few metres
across) land on the Earth S

', surface every year.
" In this film it transpires
| that both the Russians and the
Americans ~have set up ‘space -
.platforms orbiting

“the Earth,
that are armed wrth banks of

| nuclear missiles.

- These missiles are aimed at
in Russia -and America
against the wishes
such as the one

The scientists wanted the

- missile banks placed in space to

The mternational B‘olshevrk-'
| orthodox'

posrtrons and

towards earth are so
small that they burn up in our
atmosphere without even reach-

‘guard  against
external threat to the Earth,
such as the meteor.
Apparently, this idea was
actually discussed in the late
"1960s at the
‘Massachussetts
. Technology under a project
- named ICARUS. But it is not
- clear what happened after that,

‘of the:

~ the Bolshevik Lemmsts towards
‘both the whole Fourth Inter-

national and towards the forces

of the labour movement outside

the arena of Trotskyism.

The above tactloal mdrca—
~ tions do not imply that there is -
any sure, established pathway
for regeneratmg and reorganis-
‘ing the Fourth Internationalin a -
Bolshevik manner—nor that it is-

necessary or probable that one
or more of the present FI

factions will be successfully

regenerated.

" But only a ﬂexrble dralec-- |

complex:
‘through sphts fusions, partial

tical strategy for its regenera-
tion, combining independent

'_‘Wc'lrk in the labour movement
- with factional intervention
‘within revisionist organisations,

will allow us to accomplish the
. process which —

regeneration and the growth of
independent work—will enable
the Bolshevik-Leninist Faction
to recruit the political majority
of Trotskyist militants, so

- becoming transformed into a

regenerated Fourth Internation-

- al. Clearly there exist different

practical possibilities . for
developing such action by
Bolshevik-Leninists. |

- For this reason they must—
under the sole condition of
‘maintaining

the political -inde-
pendence of the orthodox Trot-
skyist faction—be ready to

adjust their tactics to concrete
: developments in the 31tuat10n of
‘the Fourth International.

P4
o

'16) The basic aim of the

| Committee for an International
-Bolshevik

Leninist - Faction
(CIBLF), is to favour unity of
all consistent Trotskyist forces

into one and the same, demo-
centralist - mternattonal--

cratic
faction.

At present the most :
important consistent Trotskyist .
namely - the
WSL/GB, together with allied
Greek, American, Turkish and

organisation,

Danish organisations, 1s carry-

ing out activity towards the !
construction of an mternatronal -

tendency on ortho dox

Trotskyist basis. .

The CIBLF wishes all ortho-
dox Trotskyist forces, all over
-the world, to partrcrpate in such |
a process of building an inter- |

national faction. It belleves that

in the framework of such a

process there are all the con-

ditions for the necessary work

of achieving political homo-

By our science correspondent

US mzlztary mzsszle who Knows whzch way they re pomtpd

any potential

prestigious
Institute of

Most of- the film 1s-

concerned with the efforts of

- the two scientists of both

nations to overcome the objec-

tions of some hawk-like military "

commanders, and set up collab-
oration between Russia and

America to turn both banks of

missiles against the meteor so it

can be destroyed or deflected

I

Page 9.

Extract from “Theses on
the Crisis of the Fourth
International and the Tasks
of Bolshevik Leninists’.

gene1ty between the various
consrstent Trotskyrst orgams-
ations.

This task of homogemsatlon
and political clarification 1s
imposed both by the need to
,draw a balance sheet of thirty
“years of the crisis of the Fourth
International, and by the quite

different origins of the present

orthodox Trotskyist organisa-
tions.
All of them, however share

‘experiences of a clearcut break
from different forms of oppor-

tunist revjsionism (Pabloism,
Healyism, Lambertism, etc), and
most have also come into
conflict with and rejected the
~sectarian caricature of Trotsky-
~ism represented by the IST.

. The CIBLF declares that at
the very moment it is able to
participate with full rights in the
preparatory activity bemg
carried out by the WSL and its

allies for founding the inter-
- national faction of consistent

Trotskyists, its own transitional
role will become exhausted and
“thus rthe CIBLF as such will
dlssolve |

With amendments

'uumm tbe Furti Inmumull
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for. instance,

by their combined fire power.
The fire power of either missile-

bank alone would not "be
enough.

- Technically, the film is not

“very impressive. The special

effects are, the poorest of the
Jatest crop of science fiction

- films to come from Hollywood.
| the early arrival

However,
of fragments: of the meteor

allows the producers to cram

in an avalanche sequence, a tidal

- wave sequence and the partial
~devastation of Manhattan, to

warm up audiences for the ﬁnal
climax.
The aerial view of devastated

' Manhattan, however, is so poor

that it looks more like a burning
Winston cigarette advertisement.

- The producers couldn’t resist

certain chauvinit touches: thus,
| fewer Russian
missiles reach their target than
American ones, in a small jibe
at allegedly inferior Russian
technology.

The film fosters the illusion

" that scientists form some sort of

elite cadre, insulated from

- political developments, and -
~immune fo the base motive of
- aggression.
~ beavering away in a political
vacuum for the good of human-'

They are shown

kmd
, The film’s redeeming feature

s that it raises the question of -
‘just how much control we
would have over missile banks in

space, or if we would even know
of their existence. '

It totally fails to develop this
theme further, however, and
opts  for pyrotechnics and a
truly awful “‘happy” ending.
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Craftsmen
tight sell-out

~ ) ry

The 300 boilermakers
and other craftsmen

employed in the con-

struction of an oil rig at
"Hunterston, Ayrshire,
. went on strlke as from
. Wednesday last (16
~ January) ~against the
terms of the agreement
“under .which they have
“been workmg |

The contract (the terms
of which were reported in a
~recent issue  of .Socialist
- Press) is in the words of one”
“of the workforce “one of

- the - worst agreements ever

- made by the Borlermakers
Union.”
o The triking
" have demanded that the
Executive member of the
Boilermakers, Murray, who
concluded the\ deal. must
come up to Scotlend and
renegotiate  the
immediately.
| Murray now says he wrll
b_e unable to. come north
until 21 February. The men
are no longer prepared to
accept a situation where the
~ trade union leadership treat
- their members w1th such
~utter contempt. R
The management of the
companies _involved,
Chicago Bridge and Ayrshu'e
. Marine, have now threaten-
ed the strlkmg men with the
- loss of their jobs. ~

workers o

terms |

| They have reeeived back-
ing in this from Robb, the

regional official - of the
Boilermakers’ Union, who

has warned that he will hold |
- a ballot of the workforce @
if he does not get co-
operation, will bring in scab -
-~ labour.. |

and,

Abby Courtney, |

'.r*.in that it shows |
- workers will not be mtnm-v
- dated. |

-~ “The employers on theg
- site thought they could take
“high
unemployment in thls area
to foist - terrible workmg
conditions upon us, and in
this they had the complete |
co-operatlon of the trade

advantage = of

union leadershlp
- “This is a flght against
the union officials and their

~contempt for the member-
- ship. |
 “It 1s a flght for union
democracy and the right of

workers -to decide their
working conditions. The
- workers in dispute have

-appealed to the GMWU men

on the site to ]om them in
struggle,

“To. ensure Success m'
this battle the shop.  stew-

ards realise that they will

~ have to go beyond this and

look for support in the
broader trade umon move-

| ment
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the
- borlermakers shop steward,
in an exclusive mtervrew
~with Socialist Press said:
~ “This strike is important
that ;|
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‘A 22-week strike for
the reinstatgment of a
-~ ¢convenor  at
Adamson’s Containers,

Stockport ‘has resulted

ina major victory.

John Taylor, a -boilers

~makers’ steward sacked last
~August- along with three

other stewards in a “redun-
dancy” move by manage-

ment, has been uncondition-
‘the
industrial relatrons officer
who sacked him has hlmself |

- been sacked. | |

ally reinstated, and

Strikers will have their
national insurance

and holiday entitlements

paid up.

Get your Socnallst Press
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-ment at Hammersmlth and
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from  Reading
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. Chix picket line

Adamsons is part of ‘the:
Acrow group, and the move
-against  Taylor was clearly

linked to a concerted offen-
sive against - trade union

‘organisation at the plant. =
But a tenacious battle by .
~ the workforce—who rejec-
complete

an almost

climbdown  offer by

- management’ only a week
- Christmas—has
- forced back the employers
who at one point threat—

ened to close the factory.

.qm' ‘03sNENY éni'etio OLOHd

This successful resistance

of trade union organisation
in BL and throughout mdus—

try.

struggle against
‘wage control, cuts

and redundancres '

Send ‘your cheque/P 0.
Socralnst Press, 31 Dartmouth |
Park Hill, London NWS 1HR

to victimisation must now
- set the pace for the defence

lack of militancy
~ organised working class. |
Yet the existing trade union

- bureaucrats and -Labour leaders

'SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 23 January 1980

cribed as a *“‘national picket” of

the factory, 13 weeks into the
strike there for union recog-
“nition. |

94 workers
women, have been- sacked for

joining the GMWU.

Token effort

But GMWU regional official

Gerry McMullen obviously sees
~:'the whole affarr as a token
- effort. |
- Speaking after both scab -

vans had entered the plant, he
declared his belief that “bnng«r
ing the two sides together” to
negotiate was the only way of

resolving the dispute. |
He did not explam how he

proposes to “negotiate” around

“the basic issues of reinstatement

and union recognition.’

Rounding off the speakers |

was Jack Dromey, of  “dead

-and buried” Grunwick fame. He
‘promptly launched into yet
our

another rendition of his
brown brothers and srsters
speech.

. But on this occasion he was
challenged and asked just what
he—as Secretary of the SE

do to support the Chix stnke
- Hecklers

A

“mainly Asian

‘workers

.- serious

| ' 'HeCkle',rs '.attaekedfhist role in e
~ the Garners and Grunwick sell- -

OIN

Dot et Ghix be
unother Grun

' Councrl—— omed the Chlx
picket lme in Slough last
Wednesday. |

They had mobrlrsed in res-
ponse to what had been des-

ick

Drom ey

outs
But whrle Dromey moblllsed

only himself on the ‘“‘national™

picket, there was also a signific-
ant absence
from the
Communist Party-led Slough
and West London area.

The Chix strike is an impor-
‘tant test of the willingness of*

the union bureaucracy to lead a
struggle against the
employers. It must be {fully
supported. o |

" Mass 1ckets are to be

~held in . Slough
Region TUC. and a TGWU
,_ official-was actually going to

Wednesday at 6. 30am |
More information from,

man Park Slough

 With workers by the
~ thousand taking to the
- streets -

to ~oppose Tory
policies there is plainly no

—whather right or ‘left'—have

no -perspective to offer those
-workers. prepared to  fight in

defence of jobs, living stan-

. dards, social services and demo-

cratic nghts

~_ These can only-be defended‘ f
, through policies which start

- from the independent interests

.'Name.-...-.._..-J.-'...-..-

Send. to:

. tive a

NWS5 1HR

- of the working class, which, as
an international -

clm has
nothing to gain and everythiny

to lose from attempts to restore
the profitability of theur om",

emplovlng class. .
in a period where the contra-
duct_tons_ of the anarchic capital-

ist system force the wholesale
closure and destruction of the
productive forces of soclety, |
‘only a socaallst planned econ- -
- omy on a world scale offers a

way forward.
To achieve such a perspec
leadership is needed

' Please send me more detalls
- of the Workers
,'League

SOclal lst

Mdrm. ° v 4 . - " --..- » s o

., % @ 8 ® ® A % #°8 & % P 8 R A 5.5 a a

to: WSL 31 Dart
mouth Park  Hill,

in the

. cracies
'- degenerated workers’ states.

. fLondon B

which, in today’s struggles fights
to advance workers beyond
trade union militancy, protast
politics and illusions that capit-
alismi can be abollshed throudl |
.parltament

The_ Workers
meht fighting day in and day
out to
Ieadershtp in the workmg class

in Britain

Internationally, we are aff-

iliated to the newly-formed

Trotskyist International Liaison
Committee, which fights for the

reconstruction of the Fourth
International and the building
of revolutionary parties in every

country to lead the struggle .
“against imperialism and against

the parasnttc ‘Stalinist | bureau-
in the deformed and

- We  invite all readers of

. Socialist Press to seek more
details of the WSL and its work,

and to join us in the struggle
for socsallsm -

A ,RED YOUTH .
Monthly paper of the
Socialist Youth League

New 1ssue ‘out next
-week |

!

Artlcles on NUSS

|  Socialist
League s a Trotskyist move-

build such a principled

of -engineering
heavily

;

‘and messages and donatxonsf '

- to: M. Anwar, 271 Good-'

Week of Action; Anti- |

fascist activity in Leices-

ter,; S
Review of new Clash|
| album; steel strike. |
 Available price 15p
| including postage, from {

SYL, 31

IHR

Dartmouth |
Park Hill, London NWS_J'

Iran; Afghanistan;{
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- ing - these flgur

—

as a. levy .to the anti-working-
“class alliance of European steel .

- SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 23 January 1980

2 000 South N otting-
hamshlre teachers are to be

~called upon to take strike

~action in defence of a
. victimised colleagu

- next Wednesday.
Nursery teacher

7 ('..

e at a
mass meeting in school time -

,,.NUT - members

Erleen : ~
Mellors: Pmary Schoolwent on

Cros y was suspended and,

replaced by .a probattonary

- teacher after she refused to .
- supegvise - 40 under-fives with
only one instead of the -cus-
| ‘tomary two nursery nurses. |

The cut in staff is part of
the local authonty S - 8pendlng
cuts.
Last . week the other seven
Robert

.officral stnke in her defence B
-and NUT leaders warned. thata_ :

the action could spread.
If educatmn standards
jobs are to be defended rt is

clearlv essential that the author-
- ity is forced to reinstate Eileen:
Crosby and that the NUT in -

es itself

every area decl

L

any teacher vrctrmxsed.

vote, and staged a half day stop-
Page . protesting. .against- the

- failure. of their union,. the EIS,

. to’ press their much-delayed pay
 “claim. - Further ' action, -

to take immediate strike action

to stop the cuts and to defend

are now likely.

“The ISTC’s strike broad-

i sheet Steetworkers Banner,

produced to give a “steel-

‘'workers’ rep,ly to BSC”-'

reveals nearly

| as much
‘about. the treaoh |
| deception of the steel umon-

A leaders as it does about: the

“obvious frauds perpetrated

| by management. |
.. ISTC leaders have year after

ryear mereiy accepted BSC and

| government - figures indicating
“huge losses on steel production:
and have gone on from accept-

redundancies
speed- and a

‘thousands "~
. shop-floor

;- succession of plant closures.

Known all along
Yet the mmde

\- i- 3101!555 that BSC’

creamed off this year in mterest
payments to the banks. -

"*£133 million is to be spent_

'this year on using

| by BSC
cally-produced - - coking

dordesti

'-coal-—an item of expenditure

covered by govermnent |
subsidies in. -other - EEC
countries. |

L | *£81 million has been allo-
- | cated to building

taken "against the closure of
Corby and Shotton steé¢] works.
- *£10 million is earmarked
.for attracting new jobs to dreas

3 ‘'where BSC plants have been

“shut down!
*£10 million has been paid

producers,; the ECSC.

- *The overtune blll in thrs
supposedly
“industry will be £80 million this
year-while BSC proceeds hell-
foraleather for mass, sac.k.mgs'

Double book-keepmg

These rtems alone add’ up to
a staggermg £504 million of

eXpendrture whrch results from

HE mul &k 2% P PR AR AR S MO EEE MK
. l.‘.. : . !

es to accept

page of Steel .-
E workers Banner reveals that the
- funion leaders have kﬁowg_ all-.;
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| 'government
- the double book-keeping which
distorts the figures from every

up steel stocks |
to nde out any industrial action:

overmanned "

R Corby steelworks: rail and coal ]9?" also at stake

- the private sector, while others
. are conslgned to the knackers

policy - decisions; :

nationalised industry in Britain,
or from the exploitation of steel

- workers by the banks and trusts

that ‘benefit from the £188

million interest payments.

Profit

In other words the British

- Steel Corporation actually func-

tions at a profit of over £200
million—the bulk of which finds

its way into the pockets of

private capitalists!

But. the ISTC figures are
only a start. There is no investi-
gation, for- instance, of the

profit margins of ‘the steel

industries’ suppliers, transport
contractors and consumers.
There is no breakdown of

who exactly profits from the-"v

interest payments.

Nor is there any accountmg'

for the profits and growing scale
of operation of the private steel-

- makers, and the moves being
made. by the Tories to prepare

chunks of BSC for a return to

*

'''''''''''''''

'''''''''''

vard.

The ISTC leaders |
declare that they want “an
enquiry into the blundering cor-

- poration management whlch has -
- lost £1.4 billion i m four years”.

But, with_ supposed

w“worker dlrectors” on the BSC
Board, and obviously far more -
extengive knowledge than they

have dlvnged about the Corpor-
ation’s-finances and operations,

the question is why the ISTC,

nominally pledged to fight plant |

closures, ‘has not already

launched a full workers’ mqurryp -

with elected workers commit-

- tees to open up the books of
| BSC |

,'-'Fraud

Of course the reason is that

the rlght wing ISTC leaders

recognise that such a.campaign

-would demonstrate unmistake-

ably to workers the fraud of
repeated govemment/manage—
ment. claims. that BSC is- not

‘“viable”, the continuing huge"

B compensation of the

:Rob inson:

l’lOW :

should be

~union
- Executive over its. handllng of
- the case. - |

profits extracted by the capital-'

ists. from “loss-making> indus-

tries and the need not only to

fight now in defence of every

BSC job, but to struggle also for |
without
private

" the™  nationalisation

- steel firms, stockholders and
contractors, and for the entire
‘industry to ‘be placed under the
““management of elected workers
-com mittees.

S+ Such a fight requrres not.: i
only the defeat of the Tory |

- govérnment, but the removal of |
. the anti-working
leadershrp —for whom Bill Sirs is

one  of the -main nght wmg-"

cheerleaders. .
It is

-such a struggle in. conﬂrct with

the ISTC bureaucracy =

- It looks like the much_
postponed outcome of the |
inquiry by the AUEW Exec-.
utive into Derek Robinson’s

| sackmg has been put off yet. '.
again.

As we go to press, theNorth_

West Executive - member has

been % uoted as saying the result

could b out “in Februasy”.
Earlier this month Terry

Duffy announced the resuit '_
~would be out on January 22.

With the number of branches

condemning the _Executive’s
handling- of the case now

numbenng over 350 and with:
Duffy’s election coming up ‘this -

year it is clear the Executive
have a problem.

Every AUEW  member
mcreasrng this
pressure. by getting their branch
to demand a recall National

Committee to call all-out strike
.action in defence of Robinson.

Every AUEW branch should
be demanding a ballot of the
to remove the entire

v *In Glasgow last week 20.'
angry teachers defied a no-strike

al'ld;’ .
‘pressure for an official stoppage

class Labour {

- up to steelworkers |
- therefore, to take steps to begm'

s'o' WHERE'S LEN 2. JUST
KE HIM— ALYS TAXING

A humedly-called steel-

workers’ - démonstration
- through Shef field -attracted

3,000 strikers i in thick mow

“on Monday |

-Shouting ‘“What . do  we
want" 20%"’ and “Thatcher
Out!”, the march made its way
to Crty ‘Hall, where every

- militant statement was greeted

~ with rapturous applause, and

hecklers mterrupted ISTC leader

Bill Sirs.™
Cheermg crowd

| Rotherham MP
Crowther told - the cheering
crowd that they were fighting

“for every trade unionist in the .

country”. Bernard - -Connolly
from the EETPU sald that
-Thatcher should be thanked for
achieving. what. trade -unionists
had been after for years: solid-
arity among the unions. -

“Othér unions should realise
.its about them, too, and get into -

it”, he added, to loud applause,

. "An AUEW speaker. predrcted
that the Thatcher government
- would fall “under its own dead
weight” long before the next

. ‘ .

- General Election.. =~
~ ‘And Sheffield AUEW'
. District - Secretary, - Stalinist

George Caborn said he was fed

up with industrialists coming up

~ to him' saying that Thatchet is
~mad.

“We must do wrth the

.Employment Bill what we did

to the industnal Relattons Act”, .

.....

- The January 26 Confer--
~ ence of the Liaison Com-
mittee for the: Defence of
'Trade Unions promms to

larger and  better

’attended than on many .

prekus occasions.
"~ The conference will .cash in

on the .rising tide of anthory |

feeling m the workers’ move-

ment, and the search by many -
-mlhtants for a lead in the.
 struggle against the caprtulatrons
-of the official trade umon’

bureaucracy.
-But the Stalinist-run LCDTU":

- isin no position to offeér such a
: lead.

The Commumst Party-
dedicated as it is to the parlia-

- mentary road to socxallsm ~has

no perspective. of challengi
the TUC leaders’ line of seeking

simply to pressurise the Tory 3
~ government  into makmg con-..

he yelled
applause

| A standmg
to a message of solidarity from

‘German
. doekers.

 Arthur S

both the Tory government and .
_ the last Labour government, “I

~St"an' . handed veteran

"nshtw”

“when
. struggle  against the Industrial

for the LCDTU
-Socialist Workers Party, nobody

above deafening

s__teelworkers |

Yorkshire - ‘miners’
cargill slammed into

have beeh accused of interfering

in this strike”, he said, - and I .

plead guilty!” -
A defeat for the - steel-

. workers, he added, would be a
- pohtrcal and. mdustnal setback‘-

for the whole working class, ..

_And as a closing

ahead'
Sirs htmself malung the mis-

take of speaking after Scargill,
fs,ﬁat the ISTC leaders -

insisted

were looking for “a mowderater
~ settlement” |
Pohtlcal gulf

e To nsgé:uttl:. of “20%! mﬁ‘;i:
Tep at to put a .
_would “tie the hands of your’
er - strikers by _stressing his
-reluctance to pull out prlvate T

otiators and he

sector steelworkers..

. He must also be desperate—--7“ ‘
ly looking
~ this drsﬁute whrch daily | widens &

for ways of ending

the po tical

cessions to the workmg class

Just as it, did under Heath-'-
it heiped ‘derail the

Relations Act into a serles of

token.  protest  actions<the
LCDTU will offer no more than

a diversionary platform for a

succession of hand-picked

-Stalinist and Broad Left cele-

brities to thump out empty and

demagogic speeches,

For all the fawmng support
from the

known to appose the Stalimsts

Ahlpohtical lne will get as far as
speakers list, ~
But to expose the baakrupt-. -

the stage-managed
cy of the politics of the CP and

develop our struggle for the
- policy of a general strike to
- bring'down the Tories, Soc:ahst
Press supporters will attend and
attempt to intervene in the

conference.

TOAST TO mumrw M
COMPROMISE = AMD

_~HE TURNED ON ME !

ovation was grven'
- and
| leader

g g b
t winger 3
Sirs a miner’s lamp-to “show
him the lght” in the stmle:

e
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tactlcs by the nght wing on
‘the 4 Cars Natlonal

7 Bas been «

Dellberate delaymg

ar’s” contraet ‘eﬁpued on 1
Novéember.

- BL management 'in -'»a*

package very : similar to that -
- offered by BSC to stee&wexkers

propesed enly a: miserable 5%

''''''

No concessmns

. But in return they demanded
a new agreement abolishing the
éxisting -80% lay off pay. for
disputes within BL; abolishing
the  principle of mutual agree-

- ment on manning standards; and

abolishing ~ semonty in - Job
- entitlement,

Since October 31 there have

been 13 meetmgs at _ LCJNC

level. . |
No concesswns have been

made by  management . during
those 2% ‘months. In fact their
ongmal 85 pages of “strings”
have - been expanded to 92
- pag ges,
The - last meetmg w1th
‘nmanageiment took place on 17
January.
who broke: off negotlations.

Precondltlons

-They made a statement
“saying that negotiations should
‘terminate and that they wanted
the package ‘lmplemente o

It was management

at

of . the .

'BL workers-—saddled wzth the world’s worst negotzators?

‘ballot the members and recom-
mend rejection of the package.
By a small majority it was
agreed that this ‘would be a
trade umon-orgamsed ballot. -
Despite the fact that- they
"~ declared in advance that they
would not accept thé outcome
ballot,
immediately put‘down a series
of arrogant precondltlons for
providing facilities for the ballot
to take place.
" "They said that BL would

finance a ballot—providing it~

was conducted by the Electoral

‘Reform Society and was _a

| postal ballot.

They demanded that they be -

~management.

.\ commlttee__. met _and decided to -

' overlooked.

once

“The trade union negotlatmg _
-the trade unions enclosed a

- As fu:ther pledges and money begm to arrive in
the office for the £3,000 Special Fund launched
last week, we should soon be in a position to see
how the fund is beginning to go. Clearly while we

need pledges and targets for fund raising events to .

be sent in, we "also need. these pledges to be
redeemed as soon as possible. |
* Meanwhile, the January Fund should not be|
At the moment it is trailing rather|
‘badly, with only £461.55 in to date. That leaves us
\with nearly £300 to raise in the next week:
All donatlons for either fund should be sent to
- Socialist Press Fund
31 Dartmouth Park Hlll LondonNWS IHR

i
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-allowed. to insert a Company-“
“ statement into the envelope if .

- designed to delay a deéision.
wing,

statement. -
- And they even ms;sted that

the Electoral Reform Society
liave the power to veto the
question  which goes ot . the
ballot paper.

Faced with this management
stance, the right wing. on the
LCJNC at once put forward a
-proposal that the Electoral
Reform Sdciety run the ballot.
. This was carried by a small
majority and became policy.

Damagmg decision

The Negotiating Committee
then decided that the question
to be asked on the ballot paper

would be ‘Do you support your

Negotiating Committee’s
-rejection - of _the Company S
“offer?”

But even with this successwn _

of wretched -capitulations to
‘management, the most
- damaging decision taken was 1o

~ withhold - the voting - until
February 4. | —_—
This move is deliberately

The LCINC right
recogmsnng shop floor hostility
to the pay offer, arc deliberate-

ly trying to-avoid stoking at the -

same time as the steelworkers.

" “The time to have taken the
vote was immediately after
management broke off negotia-
tions, when feeling was running

highest. Mass meetings could -

have been held immediately in
_every BL plant and a vote taken

for action alongside the steel

workers -

Ch 01ce

Even if the ballot had been
undertaken, a trade -union-

 organised ballot could have

¥ - commg ey
s of February—-by which time the
steelworkers could - have been "

taken place this week Manage-[ | |

‘ment would have been faced
Soviet

 with a choice: provide facilities

wnll be held at once -

o néNow ﬂ;: delays dtvehtﬁsrensa
"af capitu tions meay g: B B S ot ¥
until the mlddle or end

decmen on action w

out for nearly eight weeks..

- - If the steelworkers are sold
- out or defeated in that time, BL
- workers -
“difficult conditions in defending

their living standards and hard-'-

‘'won agreements.

But a strike alongmde the

steelworkers would be a major

blow. agalnst the employers and |
; the Tory government.

“*Reject the offer! Hold mass -
ject 1he oiler: TOIC mass - a prolonged debate amongst -

meetings in every plant! .
*Strike alongside the steel-

-workers!

volunteer and two
innocent civilians ‘in an
accidental bomb
sion- on a Belfast tram last
week: highlights the bank-
ruptcy of the IRA strategy..

Nobody can doubt the per-
,sonal courage of those that take

up arms and explosives in the

struggle against British nnpenal-

ism in the siX countles of
Ireland. |

And it is of course correct

| to point out the deaths in the
" Irish war are all the outcome of
“theé continuing Bngsh mllltary

occupatlon.

-
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-will face extremely

" The tragic death of an
IRA

._explo-

“action

Orgamsed by Prowsnonal
Smn Fem |

As attempts to cobble

.togethw 3 coneerted imper-
ialist requnse to the Soviet

invasion . of Afghanistan
crimble  ignominiously,
the media have carefully
averted our gaze towards

the side-issue of the Moscow

Olympic games.

“While a string of.capntahst
govemments have spoken with
one voice in denouncing tha

invasion, the question of econ-

omic and military measures to’

{ answer it has fallen victim to

the various ‘conflicting vested
interests of the capitalist classxm
different nation states.

~ The Argentinian dcctatorshup. -
for instance, which had. been
proudly bosted as a supporter
‘of the US grain embatgo on the
‘Union, hastened . to-ﬁ.

" for a.ballot, or mass meetmgs | explain that it has no mtentm

- . Rl :'; Lzttt Supk ted v
Ty W = > - d L)
. 02 ) ~

‘workd rnarket nt aeams 'Iikelv |
- Y'that tbe Argent;mm junta rmght ”

seek to sell addmonal quantmas

1 to the USSR.

Certamly the Brazilian dicta-

torshsp has made clear its refusal
to participate in the US moves

to restrict exports of soya beans.
and

to the Soviet Union,
expressed the hope that |ts own
trade would increase following
the American boycott.

- And in the Common Market

Ministers failed to produce any
common Jline of action against

Isolation =
" But the resort to individual .

clandestine - military

mass of the working

‘to drive out ‘the Bl’ltlsh oppres-

SOl'S

republican  fighters,

nised as a. significant part of a

struggle that of course requires
the

the demoralisation of
occupying army. and-its agents.
But the campaigns of bomb-

ings against what are loosely
- described as ‘““economic targets”

{ ' BLOODY SUNDAY«
- COMMEMORATION
- DEMONST RATI@ IN
Saturday 27 January.

B Sparkhlll Park Stratford Rd
‘ Bn'mmgham ‘

2pm .

Brezh nev hugs Olym pzc bear

USSR 'sunchons
fiasco

" the British Tory g'ovemment
The French government has

the USSR, despite the urgings of

actions -

furthers the isolation of the
‘anti-imperialist forces from the
class, which
must be mobilised in the fight

hile there can not be a
simple . ‘military victory’ for
-selective
against military targets— —.tign of mass struggles—to the
arnly patrols, UDR, RUC and

prison ofﬁcers—can be recog- .

LA
‘..34?’-'.;_;-:4;.2; =,

h ]

the Carter/

even denounced

“Thatcher call_ to boycott the

Olympics!

. Meanwhile .the attempts by |
US and British amneuallsts to
“buy new -friends in the Middie |
East and Asia in the wake of the

Afghan invasion have met a

mixed response.
Pakistan’s dactator Zia has

described a $400m aid offer as

-“peanuu"-lookmg for more:
"lndlas Gandhi

on the fence; Saudi

wants nothing

sits resolutely |
-Arabia]
less than to{.
become identified as- a frontline | .
base for US unperaallst opos‘a-_

tions; and even the nght wing | .

. Turkish govemmont is reluc-}-

tant 'to_lose: its. gram trado \mth. NUENS

the USSR.

Even the scare stom% d a

possible Ruman invasion - of |

Yugoslavia are falling fiat, as|
_'“'""ﬁﬂtwn shows Qo Bussian .

' chawmism and antn-eommnn-i"

Ism.
We ﬁght

GI'GCIOS.

, We in no way defend the
reactionary forengn policy of the |
Stalinists, but rather fight for|

“the defeat of our own ' ruling
class, and for Trotskylst parties |

the |

mtematnonally to lead
struggle agamst nmpenaltsm

carry the danger of mcreased |

civilian - casualties, whde domg

“nothing to advance the anti--

- in Uneondltlonat_
~ defence of the historic gains:of |
' the USSR, while simultansously |
fighting for the political ‘over-}
throw of the Stalmist bureau-,

imperialist consciousness. of the N

Irish working class.

The republican movement’s =~

rejection of Marxism leads it

~also to reject the . necessary -

programme of demands starting
- from the daily problems of the

working class in the six counties

and leadmg —through. mobilisa-

fight for national hberatzon and
socmhst revolution.

“While we defend all oppo
ents: of  British nnpenahsm
agamst state repression,

-socialist
Trotskyist party in Ireland

'LEAGUE -
Pubhc Meetmg
"MOTHERWELL

- Wictory to the Steel

, Workers!
Brmg down the Tones/

Wednesday 6 February
- 8.00 p.m. -

YMCA Brandon Street
Motherwell a

there- .
-fore, we contmue to figilt fora -
perspeatlve and a -

WO RKERS SOCIALIST“



