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POLAND: EXTEND THE
I STRIKE COMMITTEES

- OVERTHROW

THE BUREAUCRACY

The Polish  Stalinist
bureaucracy has made a
major move to try and end
the mass movement that is
threatening to topple it.

They have climbed down in
the face of the strike movement
but made only cosmetic
changes. They had first refused
to meet the United Strike Com-
mittee but last week they not
only met them but admitted
that the strikes had their roots
in genuine grievances.

But the reaction of the
state: leadership; its desire to
appear to make major changes;
shows its weakness in the face
of determined working class
opposition. Although devious
and still hopeful of regaining the
initiative the bureaucracy is on
the run.

All the most hated bureau-
crats have been removed. Prime
Minister Edward Babiuch who
increased the meat prices, the
head of TV and radio, the head
of the official trade unions and
the director of planning (sic).

Secret ballots

Party leader Edvard Gierek
has promised secret ballots in
official trade union elections,

curtailment of investments and

citizens to have a bigger say in
running the country.

All of these are completely
cosmetic precisely because they
are done by the bureaucracy.
Who decided which ministers
went? The bureaucrats did, to
save themselves. Who runs the
elections? The present trade
union bureaucrats. Who decides
what is to be curtailed? Bureau-
crats do! To offer the workers a
‘bigger’ say, they should run the
state in the same way that the
workers are doing in Gdansk
today.

The aim is to confine the
Polish working class to reforms
and away from the ‘political’
solution of the overthrow of the
bureaucracy. This is why the
KOR members are still in
prison—in order to prevent the
danger of outside forces. This is
despite the fact that the KOR
themselves have a reformist per-
spective. They are the scape-

goats for the bureaucrats’ “‘anti-

political’’ campaign.

There 1is a conspiracy to
present this as the victory the
workers have fought for,

The capitalist press presents
it this way on purpose.

The capitalist class are deter-
mined to defend the Polish
bureaucracy against a mass

movement as the recent loans

......

one last week between British,
American and Russian banks. As
always the trade union bureau-
cracy in Britain feel the same as
the capitalists. This is why the
TUC is continuing with its visit
to Poland at the invitation of
the official trade unions.

Polish workers should learn
from history and not be fooled
by this conspiracy. Extend the
strikes and strike committees.

‘Support’

Workers in capitalist

countries must also not be
fooled by the reaction of imper-
ialism. -
Its ‘support’ for the strikers
is a cover for its fear of the mass
movement. The cautious
approach from Carter and the
fact that Thatcher has not
opened her mouth on the
subject are testimony to that
fear.

The capitalists like to see the

......

Polish strikers’ meeting in Gdansk

wak

do not want to see the bureau-
cracy overthrown by a mass
movement of workers which
offers nothing to capitalism.
That is the reason for the
massive West German loans to
Poland.

That is the reason for their
statements that the strikes are
the internal affairs of Poland.
They are not internal but inter-
national. |

et

. reporter

The attempts to portray the
Church on the same side as the
workers is also a lie. Of course
the vacillating, unprincipled atti-
tude of the Polish bureaucracy

- to the Church has caused it to

strengthen its grip.

But already Church leaders
have used their pulpits inside
and outside the occupations to
demand °‘moderation on both
sides’-—a euphemism to cover
the fact that they too want to
keep the Polish Stalinists in
power if the alternative is that
they are overthrown by the
working class.

As the United Strike Com-
mittee in Gdansk has been press-
ing for more and more reforms
from the bureaucracy it has
been transforming itself into
something more than a trade
union body.

Soviet-type body

Because the Stalinist bureau-

cracy at first took a hard line,
the strikers, in spreading the
strikes were forced into taking
decisions about the running of
society. That turned the United
Strike Committee into a soviet-
type body. This is particularly
the case as it broadened its base
to include the support of
sections of the intelligentsia and
of the peasantry.

The United Strike Commit-
tee in the Lenin Shipyard
decides whether the trains run,
what emergency services are
allowed to function and who
runs them. Generally they are

functioning as a government.
What has developed is a form of
dua! power, on one side the
bureaucracy, taking decisions it
is unable to implement, on the
other side the United Strike
Committee.

These are the words of a
from an unofficial
“Information Bulletin” inside
the shipyard at a strike commit-

tee meeting.

“A delegate from a fishing
firm is just taking the floor and
asking for gas. A boatful of fish
may get rotten if freezers are
not supplied with power.

“The problem is tackled
with a gas representative, All the
issues are discussed very openly
and broadcast through loud-

speakers to all sections of the
shipyard’’.

He also reported no drunk-
enness among the thousands of
occupying workers and com-
plete involvement.

This is a genuine mass anti-
bureaucratic movement that is
now reaching an important turn-
ing point. What 1s happening in
Gdansk is the same throughout
the Baltic coast. The support for
the strikers is nationwide and is
even taking place in other East
European countries as reports of
strikes in Romania have shown.

It is necessary to spread the
strikes and through that the
United Strike Committees,
throughout the country. This
would be the basis for a genuine

dictatorship of the proletariat.
Already this has taken place in
the north where strike com-
mittee representatives from
Sczeczin and Elblag have met
with the MKS committee in
Gdansk.

The movement must be
turned to the overthrow of the
bureaucracy and the United
Strike Committees turned into
the government of Poland, with
a genuinely anti-bureaucratic
programme,

Here the words of the
outstanding leader of the move-
ment Lech Walesa show his
limitations. Walesa was sacked
from the shipyards four years
ago and reinstated earlier this
month as one of the first
demands of the strike. It is to
him the masses look. In front
of mass strike delegate meetings
government representatives are
all greeted with silence and he
is cheered.

- He 1is reported as saying,
In response to the government’s
climbdown:

“We go on striking. I am not
a politician and 1 do not care
about political developments.
I am interested in free trade
unions. But these changes are a
victory for us”’. |

It is absolutely necessary
that these workers struggling for
free trade unions and demo-
cratic rights within Poland
realise that the bureaucracy
cannot co-exist with them.

Continued page 2
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power,

control,

The first bureaucracy in a
workers state, -the one that
developed under Stalin -in
Russia, could only consolidate
itself by removing all demo-

~ cratic rights.

If the working class have

any means of expressing them-

selves then they will challenge

the privileges and power of the -

bureaucracy.

To fight against privileges,
for independent organs, for free-
dom of the press, agamst

political oppression, and for an
end to secret diplomacy means

of necessity to fight to over-
throw the bureaucracy.

Cosmetic changes, leaving

‘Gierek in power, only mean that

what concessions .= are won
today, the bureaucracy will take
back tomorrow. The history of

 the struggle against the bureau-
cracy shows that. To involve the

United Strike Committees in the
“official” trade union elections

 means that the bureaucracy will

hope to buy them off later.

In 1970 Gierek promised to
mass meetings in Gdansk that

there would be new elections iin

‘the official trade umnions. The

workers gained nothmg out of
this.

Safety valve

Similarly in Cuba in tthe
early 1970s Castro, under

pressure, held a series of derno-

cratic trade union elections, ias a
safety valve. All the higher levels
remained completely under the

control of the bureaucracy and
the working class made no step

forward
‘Whatever happens the work-
g class will never be the same,
in that they have seen their own
their anti-bureaucratic
consciousness will have been

-~ developed.

But if they return to work
now then the cosmetic changes
will mean no real gains.

Walesa and his comrades
must become ‘political’ in that
they must turn to the history of
the struggle for a political revol-
ution to overthrow the bureau-
cracy. This lies in the struggle of

‘the Trotskyist movement, the

Fourth International.

‘The Transitional Programme ',

contains demands for the
political revolution to over-
throw the bureaucracy as part

of the struggle for a world
revolution to overthrow capital-

ism on a world scale.
“Allies

- The workers of the world
are the allies of the Polish
workers. Whatever they want
‘blacked’, whatever supplies
they require, the United Strlke
Committees should appeal to
the world’s working class.

When Edvard Gierek talks
about investigating workers’
conditions, about modifying
plans, about elections in the
official trade wunions, the
question for the workers is who
does he intend to carry this out?

The problems of the Polish

economy are brought out
clearly from the debts to the
West, but that is not where they

- came from.

They arose precisely because

'a parasitic bureaucracy is in
it is even them who

make the changes. They have
the power in their hands.
Plans for the economy are
made in a bureaucratic manner.
The masses are excluded
except as a limited pressure

group. When they threaten the

Polish workers with Soviet inter-
vention, they appeal as one
parasitic bureaucracy to
another. |

From front page

The United Strike Commit-

tees should prepare to take the

power in their hands, start to
plan the economy in a genumely
socialist manner and appeal to

the whole of the masses of the
- deformed  and

workers’ states to follow them.
‘They must then help revolu-

tionary movements throughout

the world to overthrow capital-
ism and link up as a step tow-
ards planning the world’s
I€SOUrces. '

- The Trotskyist programme
to be fought for in the United
Strike ~Committees would
include:

*Continue and extend the
strikes and United Strike Com-
mittees as steps towards soviets.

*To defend such organisa-

tions against the vioience of the

bureaucracy, genuine workers’

~ militia must be built, under the
control of the workers councrls.

.*Build soviets in the armed

forces to control the officers.
Link the soldiers’ soviets with
the workers’ militia. -

*Withdraw Soviet troops' "

‘Oppose Soviet intervention! Call

" on Soviet workers and the Red .

Ammy to follow the lead of the
Polnsh workers, form soviets and
overthrow the Soviet bureau-
cracy.

*End all bureaucratrc privil-
eges! Close the special shops and
the dollar shops; stop the tour-
ists taking food and goods
denied to Polish workers,

*For workers control over
the press and mass media, exer-
cised through workers’ councils.

*Release  all the arrested
KOR members immediately.

*Release all political prison-
ers. except proven agents of
imperialism convicted before
workers
secret police!

*For the nght of free
speech, . to strike and to

assembly for all workers’ parties
and newspapers.

*OQpen the books of the
economy! For a workers’ plan

of production formulated not

by bureaucrats but by factory

committees, consumers and
soviets.

*No secret diplomacy!
Publish the talks between

- Gierek and Brezhnev, plotting

against the workers of Poland
and the USSR! Full support to
revolutionary - struggles through-
out the world. Break the isola-

tion of the deformed workers’

states through the international

struggle for socialism!

‘*For an independent Soviet

Poland as a step towards a

United Socialist States of

Europe!

*Defend Pohsh workers
against Stalinist attacks: defend
the workers’ states against
imperialist attack! For a revolu-
tionary Marxist party to lead
the struggles of the Polish
workers as part of a reconstruc-

~ ted Fourth International!

WORKERS SOCIALIST
LEAGUE

OXFORD
~ Public meeting
Poland —For Political

Revolution!

Friday August 29 at
8.00 pm. -
East Oxford
Community Centre
Princes St
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With the West German
Bundestag (Parliament)
Elections little over a month
away, opinion polls predict
an overwhelming majority
for Schmidt and the Social
Democratic Party (SPD).

In Baden-Wurthemburg in.

March, neither the <Christian
D.emocrat-Chnstlan Socialist
coalition (CDU/CSU) nor the
SPD gained, and it was the
‘Greens’ (Ecologists) =~ who

created the surprises by winning

'5.3% of the vote, but this has

not turned out to be a trend-

scttier,

In the North Rhein/West- | |

phalia election in May, the
Greens failed to qualify and the
SPD gained a landslide  victory.
It is this Land which is generally
seer as the indicator for the S

Qctober election, since about a

third of the populatron lives
there.

War-mongerer

The election was fought on

the basis of Schmidt versus

Strauss rather than on the

merits of the local candidates.
Schmidt’s populanty seems to

be on. the increase, not least

because of Strauss’s reputation

as an extreme right-winger and a
war-mongerer. |
Nevertheless, Schmidt is not
yet counting hlS chickens . in
public. One of his remaining
worries must be over the stabil-
ity of the national coalition
between the
‘liberal capitalist’ Free Demo-
cratic Party (FDP). In North
FDP
failed to quahfy if they do no
better in the national Bundestag
elections, the SPD’s ruling
position would be in jeopardy.
More recently there has been

SPD and the

another blow to the SPD/FDP -

coalition. The metalworkers
union, IG Metall, are in dispute
with the Mannesmann steel

concern over the. questlon of

“Co-determination”. This stems
from a 1951 Act wh,1ch binds
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m:chmidt

‘management to accepting an
equal number of workers as

management on

1976 Act exempted the coal
and steel industries from this
provision.-The determination of
the IG Metall to stop manage-
ment sidestepping the 1951 law
has developed into a full scale
row, which has remained dead-
locked for some time. |

Far-reaching
The implications

October election are far-reach-
ing. About 200 SPD deputies,

- eager to appear on the side of

the workers, have pledged them-
selves to recall Parliament if co-
determination is not enforced at

- Mannesmann. However, the
FDP, predictably enough, has

come out against co-determina-

" tion and supports management’s

freedom to rationalise work-
forces at Mannesmann as else-

where.
Chancellor Schmidt has
offered to mediate in the dis-

pute in order to avoid a Parlia-

- mentary split between the SPD
~and FDP. Meanwhile, 30,000
"~ workers have been on. strike
~over the issue—although such a

strike is by definition illegal in

courage,

" In the mounting wave of
struggle in South Africa, the
black working class  has

shown magnificent comba-
tivity, determination ‘and
and a developed
level of class unity and
independent class action.

As broader layers have been

awakened and mobilised, black

wortkers and youth have grown
in confidence and awareness of

their class strength,

During the past few months,
every important urban industrial

‘area has been shaken by the
mobilised strength of woirkers

and youth in struggle against the
vicious oppression and exploita-
tion of apartheid-gapitalism.

Two weeks ago, following

the massive strike in Johannes-

burg by around 1,000 municipal
workers, Cape Town was the
scene of explosions of anger in

-sections of the working class.

Extreme provocation by
police in their efforts to crush a

| boycott of buses, led to attacks

on motor vehicles and clashes
with police, in which five people
were kijled. - :
The  bus boycott was
launched in early June in
response to massive increases in

busfares, and has remained rock

solid ‘in the Afncan working

emer . companies’
- supervisory boards. However a

| | for the
SPD/FDP coalition and  the’

Strauss

West Germany.
Despite these tensrons, it still

‘looks unlikely that the SPD/
FDP coalition will crack. It gives

the FDP political leverage over
the ruling party, and it has its

uses for Schmidt and the right

wing of the SPD, who use the
.necessxty for the SPD/FDP
alliance to beat left-wing SPD

deputies over the head.

- -The SPD no more represents
the interests of the West

- German working class than does

the Labour Party those of
British workers. With ' the
increasing level of militancy in
response. to the growing econ-
omic crisis (80,000 workers on

- short time, unet'nployment 3.7%

and rising) there will be increas-

~ing opposition to right wing
~ social democracy and reform-

ism,

Dlsllluswned

Workers who last winter

‘accepted low wage settlements

on the understanding that-there

~.would be no redundancies are

reportedly growing disillusioned

‘as jobs are cut and short time

working introduced. Under
these condltlons the need for
alternative leadership in the
West German labour movement
becomes even more urgent.

~schools Dby
youth, and to a range of
“struggles and demands around

“highlighted by .
. bitter struggle to _defend the

- The  organised
_ courageous working class com-

the squatter shacks,

class ghettoes. The
against rising transport costs has

- been closely linked to the boy-

cotts and partlal occupations of
working = class

housing, jobs, wages, etc.
The demand for adequate,

cheap housing and the fight

against the pass laws have been
the long and

Crossroads squatter community.

munity and  the threat of
struggles in solldanty with it,

.forced the state in April 1979 to

back down from demoli

and to
promise to build houses for the
community. .

Untouched

- This concession stopped far
short of meeting the housing
neceds of workers and their
families, and leaves untouched

. the workers needs and demands

in relation to control over their
daily lives, jobs, wages, trans-
port and so on.
Revolutionaries
Town, as elsewhere, must fight

fot the building of mdependent :

woiking class committees
around each partial struggle
(transport, housing, education,
jobs, wages) to oiganise and
{ mobilise workers and youth.

A revolutionary programme
of demands must be put for-
ward—demands that start from
workers’ needs and show the
way forward in the mass
struggl_e for workers’ power.

- The demands for a massive
Job-creatmg programme of use-
ful public works and services
under workers’ control, and for
the nationalisation of the bus
companies under workers’
control, are two of the crucial
demands emergmg from today’s
struggles.

The fight must be taken up
to develop Councils of Action

to link and unify struggles and

“to organise workers’ defence.

The rising levels of militancy
and class consciousness mean
that struggles are set to erupt

~each area over the. miserable
living conditions and murderous .
repression faced by the black

working class.

Last week in Soweto, the
largest working class: ghetto in
the country, a mass meeting of
bus drivers saw demands raised

for strike action—against the

advice of some union leaders.

About 1,000 bus drivers had .
gone on strike over pay, con-
| ditions and union recognition in

early July. |

The strike forced bosses to
negotrate with the drivers’
action committee, . and the
drivers suspended their action

on condition  that thew
grievances were resolved.
Major struggles

The . possible . bus drlvers
strike comes at a time when the
bus company is applying for an
increase in busfares, and follows
the recent increase in rents for
the hovels in Soweto that
workers and thedr familics are
forced to live in.

The combination of these

and other explosive grievances
in Soweto, coming in the wake
of the recent municipal workers
strike prepares the ground for
major -struggles in the urban
industrial heart of South Africa.
- The sharpening of working
class ' struggle and capitalist
counter-offensuve heightens the

| .necessity for a revolutionary
Trotskyist party, as the only

means of leading the working
class to power. Such a party will
be build only in irreconcilable.

opposition to the counter-revol-

utionary" reform1st and Stalmlst
forces. | |

str'ugg'le |

unity of this .

in Cape
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“The United States could

never allow  another
Nicaragua, even if this

meant using the most repre-
hensible methods™.
Zbignew Brzezinski

El Salvador is at war. It is

a war that was long ago
declared by both left and

right but remains ignored

throughout most of the
world since it has none of

~the clamour of the
Nicaraguan insurrection,

none of the international
impact of Cuba or the mass
deployment of troops seen
in Vietnam,

it seems likely that as the

imperialist offensive deepens
and the military activity of the
left escalates the conflict will
acquire at least some of these
characteristics but in the
shadow of Afghanistan and Iran
this bitter struggle has gone
unheralded. -

Brzezinski has been as good

- as his word; the cost to the

Salvadorean masses is a death
rate of 40-50 a day. The death
toll this year is over 4,000 and
the logistical experts of the local
ruling class reckon on 30,000
being ‘the optimum kill-rate for
pacification’, a task they can
achieve only with the direction
and assistance of the Pentagon.

Battleground

Nicaragua has ‘revolution-

“ised the counter-revolution’ as

did Cuba 20 years ago; reeling
under the impact of the over-
throw of Somoza and the wave
of mass mobilisations in the rest
of Central America the
imperialists have made a stand
and transformed El1 Salvador
into the battleground for the
region.

The campaign being fought
by the Salvadorean left will be
very much harsher than that in
Nicaragua, distinct if not in the
essence of petty bourgeois
radicalism then certainly 1in
terms of the resolve and
capacity of the enemy and the
international mnpact. -

Defeat for the US in El
Salvador will rip apart Central
America, threaten the key prize
of Mexico and represent a set-
back to the interests of mono-
poly capital out of all propos-
tion to the size and apparent
significance  of  this
republic.

DeAceptive

The marines are already
there, certainly over a hundred
and possibly as many as 200,
flown in to ‘protect the embassy
and professionalise the armed
forces’.

However the numbers are

deceptive (as they were in the
early stages of Vietnam) for
although they are a formidable
intellicence and training force
they by no means represent the
scope of the imperialist military
commitment.
" This is more accurately
reflected in the rapid supply of
$10.3 millions in military aid-—
62% of total US military aid to
El Salvador from 1950-79,
handed over in just six months.
Moreover, the Pentagon has
internationalised the war long

tiny

1979 A |

Oct. 15. Colonels oust dictator Romero. »
Oct. 16. US State Department declares new regime is ‘centrist and
moderate’, offers military aid. Dozens of workers occupying
factories killed. '- | |

Oct. 18. CP calls for ‘popular understanding’ with junta; mass ‘organ-
isations (BPR/FAPU/LP-28) denounce coup as a ‘ploy’. 195 killed,
over 400 wounded by army in two weeks. |

November., Mass organisations occupy ministries and embassies and
launch selective strikes for wage increases, price controls.

Dec. 27. Rightists group around capitalist organisation AN EP to call
for ‘vigorous action’ against left.

Dec. 31. Civilians in junta demand that it take direct control of the |

armed forces.

1980 _

Jan. 3. Army rejects civilian politicians’ demand: Social Democrats
and Stalinists resign,

Jan. 9. Christian Democrats join junta.

Jan. 10. Guerritlas (FPL/FARN/PCS) and mass organisations (BPR/ .

FAPU/UDN respectively) and LP-28 create Coordinadora Revolu-
cionaria de Masas {CRM). )

Jan. 22. CRM demonstration to mark 48th anniversary of 1932
uprising; 250,000 march; 67 killed, 250 wounded. .

February. Spate of ministry/embassy occupations by ERP and
FARN guerrillas, increased rural actions by FPL. -

Feb. 26. CRM publishes Programmatic Platform of Democratic
Revolutionary Government.

March 1. Chacon (BPR) and Arguet
by Guardia Nacional. -
March 5. ‘Moderate’ Christian Democrats leave junta in protest at

repression.

(LP-28) released after capture

...............

March 6. State of siege declared.
March 7. Agrarian reform announced; 800 government agronomists
strike,
March 8. ERP join CRM; military invasion in Chalatenango.

March 17. 24-hour general strike closes 200 factories; 2 million
participate in CRM action. |
‘March 24. Archbishop Romero assassinated.

March 27. Further junta resignations; only extreme right Christian
Democrats remain.
March 30. 100 killed, 500 wounded at Romero’s funeral.

April. US manoeuvres in Caribbean.
April 4. Formation of Democratic F
bourgeois groups, unaffiliated unions and bourgeois opposition.

April 18. Formation of Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR) by
FDS and CRM—100,000 attend rally.

May 7. Abortive coup by oligarchy
succeeds in ousting ‘reformist’ Colonel Majano as army commander;
conspirators released; central power bloc fully cohered.

‘May 20. Urban strike movement
-doctors and teachers.

June 10.

ERP/FARN/FPL/PCS

cannot afford to lose

ront of Salvador (FDS) by petty

(led by Roberto D’'Abuisson)

May 14-16. Some 600 people killed by Salvadorean and'Honduran
troops in Chalatenango department. |

grows—40,000 out, inclu'ding

unite military operational

‘commands. Junta and FDR send missions to European govern-
ments:; FDR receives backing of Second International. -
June 24. 48-hour general strike paralyses San Salvador and major
cities; over.300 bodies found in university after military attack.

July 10. FARN take over San Miguel, third city, for several hours.

July 30.
Aguilares;
army admits heavy casualties.

well over 3,000). =
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National Guard stand over wounded prisoners a

before the left has.

Alongside the three official
wings of the repressive forces—
the army, the Guardia Nactional

~and the Policia de Hacienda—
and the right wing vigilantes of
'ORDEN are to be found the
Israeli-trained and armed troops
of Guatemala and Honduras.

Cuba. -

Organisation  of

(Their presence was long
suspected and recently con-
firmed by the discovery of
foreign documents and money
on the corpses of soldiers wear-
ing Salvadorean uniforms).

The imperialist strategy 1s
that this unholy alliance, which
can muster at least 50,000
troops, will avoid the interna-

" tional embarrassment of sending
.the Rapid Development Force

marines’.

The following

With all the jingoistic

hou-ha swrrounding the
media - coverage of the

French fishermen’s strike
and blockade, the basic
issues have been obscured.

Unprecedented solidarity has
now closed all the channel,

Normandy, Brittany and Medit-

erranean ports and created a
major political crisis for the
French government.

The demands of the strikers
are straightforward enough: 30
million francs of government
aid to the ailing industry; wage

rises; an increase in the price of

their fish in line with rising
costs; and a decrease in thefr

fuel tax.

It is the latter demand which
has united the workers on the
fishing boats and those who

ewn their small vessels and
scrimp and save to eeke out an
existence. :

What began as a small
dispute between the industrial
fishermen of Boulogne and therr
employers has succeeded m
unleashing the first major wave -
of prolonged strike  action
against the viciously anti-work-
ing class Barre government.

The sailors from Etaples in
~ Boulogne were the first to give
assistance in -‘blockading the
ports. The dockers of the two
main unidns the CGT and CFDT
have decided to unload no more
fish as long as the dispute lasts.

The drivers who transport
the fish inland, after their
employers had railed against the

fisherm
profits,

""""""""""""""""

‘‘‘‘‘

........
___________

ter the March strike
set up late last year and ‘tested’

in the ‘assault’ on the US base
at Guantanamo on the coast of

As a fall-back the US has
formally suggested the use of an
intervention force from the -
American
States, a call that has so far
fallen on deaf ears since even
those states that actively back
the junta (Venezuela, Colombia
and a vacillating Costa Rica and
Panama) have no desire to play
the role of ‘seapoys of the

testimony
from a seventy year-old peasant
gives an idea of the new ‘com-
bined operations’ work. The
events he relates occured during
the offensive of 13-16 May

en for Kkilling their
blocked off the

approaches to Calais in protest

at attempts to break through

tingent

during which Salvadorean and
Honduran troops slaughtered
over 600 people. B
I live in E1 Jicaro, canton of
I.as Minas, in the department of

.Chalatenango. On Tuesday May

13 at around 7 am I had gone
down from my hiding place
from the guard, the soldiers and

"ORDEN, and began to sow
~when | saw an olivegreen heli-

copter flying over the huts.

“Moments later a large con-
of national guards,
soldiers and members of
ORDEN-I should say around
900 —-approached . . . we were
attacked from all sides, two heli-
copters fired on us from the air
and the soldiers blocked any
menas of escape.

“The only posSibi]jty was to

Massive anti-guerrilla operation around Perquin and
10,000 peasants ‘evacuated’;
By end of month death toll for 198D

1,500. troops deployed;

.........

........

i

flee across the River Sumpul to
Honduras. In this attack at least

25 people died . . . when 1
jumped into the water I saw
seven little children swallowed
up in the strong current . . . Half
an hour later the Honduran
authorities told us to return to
our country by swimmting back
across the river; there were were
herded up, kicked and beaten
with rifle butts for nearly eight
hours.

“At 5 p.m. the oldest, some

" of the women and children were

"had massacred

set free . some 25 people
remaining in custody. We were
15 minutes into the bush when
we heard a loud volley of shots.

“Sure enough, the soldiers
those who

remained prisoner”.

Institute for

This barbarism goes .under
the name of the ‘agrarian
reform’, introduced in March
and heralded by the appearance
of large numbers of American
Free Labour
Development (AIFLD) staff.

These include Roy Proster-
man who directed a similar
‘Land of the Tiller’ pacification
programme in the early 1960s—
in Vietnam. '

Prosterman and his friends

have taken over the top two
floors of the San Salvador

Sheraton Hotel and, armed with
hundreds of thousands of
dollars and a direct telephone

line to the high command, are

working in earnest.

It is since the introduction
of this ‘reform’ that the escala-
tion of fighting rose to its

present level.

There is precious little, if

:any, redistribution of land. The

ruling oligarchy simply sub-
divided their estates by formally

registering different tracts of

land in the names of members

of their families, thereby avoid-

ing exceeding the size limits.

In any case 800 government
agronomists have been on strike
since the campaign began,
putting paid to any chance of

‘proper’ implementation. Large

numbers of the {fixed-wave
walkie-talkies issued to the
reform institute have been
found in the possession of mem-
bers of ORDEN who, unsurpris-
ingly, are oftne taking over that
land which is being expropria-

ted.
In recent weeks the tempo

of repression has risen still
further., In last July large
numbers of troops were drafted
into the regions around Perquin
and Aguilares in what appeared

to be an attempt to wipe out a’

major force of the FPL. How-
ever, the army reported many
casualties and failed to claim a
victory. - .

The ability of the FARN to

“ take over the city of San Miguel
albeit only for a few hours and

the remarkable takeover by the
ERP of large parts of Morazon
province on 14 August suggest a
qualitative stepping up of
guerrilla actions.

- Terrain

These, however, still remain
limited by the Salvadorean
terrain, which effectively
prohibits the holding of libera-
ted zones before the final insur-
rectionary push, an apparently

rigid adherence to the strategy -

of ‘prolonged peoples war’,

"~ which has had the effect of leav-

ing  large sectors of the
peasantry vulnerable to reprisal
and left thousands of striking
workers without clear political
objectives or the means of self-
defence. |

The immediate danger is that
the masses, harried with cease-
less repression and lacking con-
crete examples of success, will
become demoralised and with-
draw from the struggle. |

These tactical and strategic
shortcomings do mnot simply
arise from the military position;
they relate directly to. the
politics and programme of the
left in El Salvador. |

A second article will take up
this question in detail and show
how the betrayals of the petty
bourgeois - nationalists in
Nicaragua threaten to be
repeated in El Salvador.

Solidarity shuts Frenc

the blockade.
And the small farmers near
Le Touquet airport th:&tened

¢0 park their tractors on the
runways to stop the extra flights
being planned by the English

operators. S
The fishermen refuse to

| negotiate local deals. “It is a
conflict which can only have a

national solution’’ declared the
CFDT steward in front of
several thousand people. Every-
where a political solution is

called for.

- The main. slogan on the
demonstration in Boulogne was
“Down with Le Theule!” Joel
Le Theule is the Minister of
Transport with responsibility
for fisheries. He has tried to
keep himself aloof from the
dispute as having nothing to do
with him! |

‘However it was his proposals
to the trawler employers which
sparked off the strike wave. He

has declared that he is well

aware of the deficiencies of the
old French vessels in competi-
tion with Norwegian, Japanese
and Soviet ships. He has offered
assistance in return for certain
“increases in efficiency’’.

Several employers of course
took this to mean giving them a
licence to sack. It wasthe reduc-
tion in hours of work of the
crews that provoked the strike
in Boulogne. |

It is this underlying fear of
unemployment and hatred of
the government as well as the

decisive and bold forms of

action taken, which have tapped
that well of solidarity within
the French working class for
those involved in struggle.
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arm|es

-growth
industry

A 12,000 strong
army of ‘special’ police
with training in riot
control now exists in
Britain.

A further 12,000 are
now trained in the use of
firearms—according to a
report from State Research.

Just under half the forces

in the country—24 out of
S2—had  special squads
modelled on the Special
Patrol Group. The research
group also
another 28 - forces with
‘public support units’ which
are used in industrial dis-
putes and demonstrations.

‘Civil defence’

PSUs were set up in
1974 supposedly to act as
‘civil  defence’ after a
nuclear war. ~

In fact ‘peacetime train-
ing’ has revealed that they
are trained to create their
own holocausts on picket
linés..
During the NF march in

Leicester in April 1979 20

forces sent their PSUs to
make up the 5,000 police
contingent.

Nine forces have special-
ised firearms units and 10%
of all police receive fire-
arms training. The issuing of
firearms rose by 800%
between 1970 and 1979,
when firearms were issued
on 8,374 occasions,

Even this figure does not
allow for protection of
VIPs and guarding convoys.

*State Research Bulletin
No. 19, 9 Poland Street,
London W1. Price 50p.

Ealing Council is the
Tory council that insisted
that the fascist NF had the
right to free speech and a
meeting in Southall Town
Hall. ‘

This was, of course, the
meeting that led to the police
riot in which Blair Peach was
murdered.

Fmed

After unsuccessfully trying
to get a trade union rally in
Southall Park banned in the
High Courts the council has now
succeeded in getting Labour MP
for Southall Syd Bidwell and
three trade union leaders ﬁned
for addressing it.

This is despite the fact that
both the police and the super-
intendant of parks had given
verbal permission for the rally.

The council refused permis-

sion only five days before the

meeting and long after it had

- been widely advertised.

discovered

Bidwell |

It is now a year since
NUPE members received
any information from their
national office on how to

 fight the cuts.

In a circular headed Action
Against
Expenditure last August Alan
Fisher and the EC sanctioned
the use of working to rule,
refusing - extra ~ workloads,
demonstrations, etc., as ‘direct
action” to - strengthen  the
position of the negotiators.

On the section headed
‘Strike Action’, however, he
wrote the followmg

“In a sitnation where pubhc
expenditure is under severe
pressure, extensive and/or pro-
longed strikes might be counter-
productive if, by reducing wage
costs, they provide - the
employers with the savings they
are seeking. But circumstances
may arise where it is necessary
to engage in full scale strike
action to demonstrate the
Union’s determination to safe-
guard members’ interests.

“In such situations the strike
action must be carefully organ-
ised so that it has the maximum
impact and must be conducted
within the provisions of the
Union’s Rules, which require
the sanction of the EC.”

‘Circumstances’

If the circumstances warrant-

ing all-out strike action have
not arisen in the year since this
advice was given, it is difficult
to assess just what the circum-
stances are that Fisher is
alluding to.- |

Obviously the demolition of

the school meals service is not

one of these ‘circumstances’,
nor the loss of six thousand
non-teaching jobs in schools last

year. Nor the attack on nursery .

provision (136 nursery nurses’
posts in Nottingham ‘alone!),
nor the hospitals cuts (3,000

fewer beds in Greater London),.

nor the ending of direct works

and the wholesale replacement
employees with

of public
private contracts.

The four were fined £40

~each and Bidwell 1s refusing to

pay his fine although he expects
it to be paid for him.
Bidwell, George Guy of the
TUC General Council, Alex
Ferry of the CSEU and Roger
Butler of the AUEW spoke to
the meeting on May 14 as part
of the TUC’s Day of Action,
They were deemed to have been
in breach of a local by-law that

banned anything but religious
- meetings in the park.

Court actions

- At a time when they are
making some of the most
savage cuts in the country the
council is prepared to spend
tens of thousands of pounds on
court actions to prevent labour
movement meetings.

The NF obviously has more

‘right to free speech than trade

unionists in the eyes of these
Tory “democrats

NUPE
BACKS

OCCUPATION

NUPE has given official
backing to an occupation!
Laundry workers at the

" Royal Gwent Hospital in

South Wales are occupying
the former linen room in
the hospital grounds. They
are protesting that the new
linen room, in the hospital
basement is hot and dark.

the Cuts in Public

Alan Fisher addressz’ng May Day rally two years ago

- The list of circumstances
that have arisen attacking NUPE
members interests and jobs is
endless but it is still not enough

to qualify for full scale strike

action ‘to demonstrate the
unions’® determination to safe-
guard members’ interests’.

So what is the NUPE leader-
ship doing in flghtlng the Tory
attacks?

Whatever it is it’s costing
them more-they’ve just asked
for a 10p subs increase, telling
the membership about it in a
charming letter from Alan
Fisher which starts:

“Dear Member,

You will know from your .

own experience in balancing

'your household budget just how

much the cost of living has gone
up over the last few years.’
and ends:

~and holding
employees pay-—the union needs

~contribution to the

“In the present economic
crisis with unemployment and
prices rising and the government
intent on cutting public services
down public

to use all of its resources to
defend members’ interests. Your
¢ | union
enables it to do that job.
With best wishes
Yours fraternally
Alan Fisher.”

The membership of NUPE
have yet to be convinced that
subs of even £50 a week each
would enable the union leader-
ship to protect members’
interests.

Where, after all, does this
money go? It’s obviously not
being drained out of NUPE’s
coffers by strike pay—with their
policy during the low pay
strikes for example of selective

Bidwell fined by defenders
~ of fascists s

Police defend “‘free speech” for fascists
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one-day strikes which didn’t
qualify the strikers for a single
penny, and a national levy to
cover what strike pay was
needed.

Glossy posters

Admittedly high wages and
pay increases for NUPE full
times must take their toll as
must producing endless glossy
posters as part of the TUC
Campaijgn for Economic and
Social Advance but the remain-
ing  funds
members must be considerable
even after NUPE’s large admin-
istrative costs.

Is it lying there waiting to

be used as strike pay ‘when the
circumstances arise’?
- Or is NUPE looking around
for projects to spend some of its
money on? It seems to have
found one in the decision to
give £80,000 to Lewisham
Council, the  borough that
houses the NUPE head offices.

And just why have they

donated this money, none other

from NUPE’s

poice NUPE MEMBERSHIP: ANOTHER YEAR
OLDER AND DEEPER IN DEBT

than to establish a social services
day nursery—a local authority
nursery not state funded but
paid for by NUPE! Does this
reflect a concern among the
NUPE leadership over creating
more:- nursery  provision—a
concern certainly not reflected
in their defence of existing
nursery provision as the list of
cut nursery schools, classes and
staff grows,

Abandoned

There has not been one
single attempt by the leadership
to organise for their defence and
they have abandoned those
struggles that have taken place.

When many of the NUPE
members are trying to fight the
private sector taking over,

business sponsorship and charity

funding as the state funds are
slashed to ribbons, the NUPE
leadership steps in and give its

own little contribution.

What a  precedent—as
schools, hospitals, old peoples
homes are shut down!

WAIT-TUC

The General Council
of the TUC has shown
itself as ready as ever to
resist women’s rights.

The Women’s TUC had-

caliled for seven seats for
women on the General
Council of the TUC against
the two at present, to
reflect the rapid growth in
women trade union
members.

After due consideration

and bearing in mind their

destre to hang on to their
own seats a bit longer the

General Council has agreed

to five women’s seats—and
a delay until 1981 before
this is implemented.

Don’t
the s

Dear Socialist Press,

I think that the film reviews
in the paper are often interest-
ing and can provide a bit of

light relief from the more

“heavy” articles in the paper.
There is, however, one com-

plaint 1 'feel moved to make

about them.
In at least two recent
reviews, ‘Zombies’ and ‘The
- Emplre Strikes Back’ your

reviewers have given away the
endings of the film. Comrade

Eagleton actually seemed to
take a perverse pleasure in doing

how'

WOMEN MUST Election

inquhy

An inquiry has
called into the

been
Boiler-

makers’ Presidential elec-
| tions. |
The poll  result was

announced as a victory by
2,034 to 1,903 votes for Jimmy
Murray over Broad Left candi-
date Barry Williams.

Murray, chairman of the

1General Council was confident

of winning by a big majority
and the narrow vote came as a
big surprise to him. |
But now the executive has
postponed announcing the
result while it investigates alle-
gations of voting irregularities.
The allegations, if proven,
are thought to affect the result.

spoil

Havmg seen ‘Zombles after

reading Comrade Bush’s review

I can only say it considerably
lessened the tension in parts of
the film knowing exactly which
of our heroes were going to
survive to the end.

I hope future reviewers will
bear this point in mind and
attempt to give us a review of
the film without revealing every-
thing that happens in it.

Yours fraternally
Louis B. Mayer




SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 27 August 1980

" On the evening of Friday

August 8 1 attended an open:

air Irish Republican
Socialist Party (IRSP) meet-

ing on political status in the

‘Markets area of Belfast.
I was asked to address the

| \meeting (as someone who had
just come from Britain for the

weekend). |

It soon became clear that the

army intended to keep a close
watch. They drove around m a
~jeep taking photographs. I spoke

on developments in Britain; the -

fate of Tameside and Edinburgh
Trades Councils and rank and
file pressure in the Labour Party
for a discussion on Ireland.
~ In conclusion I expressed
solidarity for the struggle of the
Irish people against the British
government.

- Immediately after the meet-
ing our car was stopped by the
Royal Ulster Constabulary
(RUC). Having been questioned,
three of us, two IRSP comrades
and I, were arrested by the
‘peace keeping’ British army.

We were taken to the in-

appropriately named Grand

Central Hotel Barracks (the
building was an hotel before its
purchase by the army). 1 was
forcibly photographed and had
details such as the colour of my

eyes, and my weight noted. I

was refused a solicitor or the
right to make a telephone call.

Short lived
At 10.15 p.m. I was released.

My satisfaction was however .

short lived. I was immediately
rearrested with the other two
 comrades under Section II of
- the Emergency Provision Act
and taken to Castlereagh. We
were detained here from 10.15
Friday night to 12.30 p.m. on
Monday afternoon. In protest
against my detention I went on
hunger strike. |
"The RUC took my personal
possessions such as watch and
money and then locked me in a

- “Police
~ knew
NF route”

Confirmation that the

police knew the National
Front march was to take
place in. Nuneaton while
they were being banned in
five other towns has come
from the fascists. them-
selves. -

Martin Webster, mnational
activities organiser for the NF,

‘said that plans had been drawn

up in advance and route maps
~sent out to fascists in other
parts of the country.

Labour MP for Nuneaton,
Leslic
ports legal bans as a solution
to fascist marches—has written
to the Chief Constable of the
West Midlands Police demand-
ing an explanation.
| About 2,000 police turned

up in Nuneaton to protect the
march and succeeded in keep-
ing at bay those anti-fascists
who managed to get past police
checks to try and stop it.

Police roadblocks outside
. Leamington—where the anti-
fascists had gathered—and out-
side Nuneaton, suggest a -care-
fully planned police operation
for which they had received
- adequate notice of the fascists’
real plans.

Huckfield said: *“I don’t
‘believe they were all touring
~yound in coaches waiting to

find out where it would take -

place)ﬁ. .

The net result of the ban ha

has been to prevent labour
movement marches in five
towns while permitting the
‘fascists to march—a fact now
being ignored by lefts and the
Anti-Nazi League who called
for the ban. |

Huckfield—who  suyp- -

small grey cell. It had no
windows, two small grills which
allowed in little or no air, a bed
and chair. The bed was supplied
with paper sheets and pillow
cases.

cell it was impossible to judge
the time accurately. o
In these circumstances I was

held  in solitary confinement,.

with absolutely no contact with
other prisoners throughout my

stay. When asked about exercise -

I was told that I could exercise
in my cell.

3

As no sunlight entered the

sense of helplessness.

......

..............

ety

"Even the writing on the walls

-seemed designed to add to one’s

psychological disorientation and
feeling of isolation. An initial
comment was followed by one

- from the same prisoner dated

many - months later. All this
compounded my dejection and
Time
passed extremely slowly.

In all 1 was interviewed five
times. During the interrogations
plain clothed guardians of the
peace made numerous threats.

One interviewer told me that

he could give evidence stating

The Agony and

the Ecstacy

We'll strike for y

iy e'ul strike 1or year

By DAVID SHEARS in Bonn
POLAND’S strikers refused to be intimidated yester-
~ day by the detention of prominent dissidents in
larsaw the previous night. Far from checking the
t-in stoppages which have brought the nation to the
rink of chaos, the security’ crackdown had the
opposite effect.

‘Callous exploitation’ by Trotskyists

HOW MOLES
RIPPED OFF

-— - '

R | sinister
icket
: ]’ P .
' . ! &o-.o ; o

9 exploitation’ of an indus-
- trial dispute™. |

....

.....

..........

w
S
]

that I had verbally admitted

membership of the INLA and

attacked the left

could have me put away in
Long Kesh for six months on
remand. I was told that I would
be taken into the corridor
where there were no cameras,
and be beaten. (One of the
results of the Bennett Report
‘was the fitting of cameras in
all interrogation rooms).

-1 was threatened with being
placed in a loyalist area on my
release where I was informed I
would be torn apart limb by
limb. |

We reprint here an ac
detention and interrogation
open-air meeting called by the IRSP in Belfast.

fate when I

.............

Northern Ireland marchers protest against another state frame-up earlier this month -

Threats were also made
about my return to Britain. One
warning was that I would be
detained for seven days and
then deported

" The interviewer told me he
would be waiting for me when |

got off the boat and would get

me during the seven days.
Others concentrated on my

returned  to

Colchester. My name and other

details would be passed to.
squaddies in this garrison town.
- It was also threatened that my

PRESS
GANG

“The paper (Glos Szcze-
‘cinski) appealed to the
strikers to think of children

about to start a new school
term and of families needing
food, and to permit that
such basic foods were satis-

fied.”
“Television  presented
only some ‘ordinary

workers’ speaking about the
losses caused by the strikes
in the harbours”. -
| Daily Telegraph
“A union leader bitterly
wing
Party
‘callous

Socialist
yesterday

‘Workers
- for

The Polish press has been
slow off the mark but is learning
fast. This business of ignoring
strikes is elementary first grade
stuff now only used by our

_glorious national press as a last .

resort. . .

"~ Western technology is how-
ever fast developing the Polish
hacks. Teams of ‘advisers’ have

been airlifted into strike-bound

areas ostensibly to bring back
reports of the great upheaval.

Daily Mail

Secretly they are giving night
classes to Polish journalists.
It cannot be long before the

 Polish press begin to feature

appeals from wives and mothers
for the strike to finish. |
Meanwhile the Polish strikers

are still finding favour in reports
sent back to Briftain. When was
the last time the Daily Tele-

graph reported a strike this
way? | -
“Poland’s strikers refused t
be intimidated yesterday . . .
Despite pouring rain, hundreds
of strikers cheered every
announcement that yet another
industrial = enterprise had
downed tools. -
Without. a blush the same
issues of these papers are recor-
ding with pleasure the fact that

-the French navy was sent to

break the fishermen’s blockade
at Fos-sur-Mer and the savage

 attack of CPSA General Secre-
tary, Ken Thomas.

What in Poland is heroic

action, in Britain is ‘callous

exploitation by Trotskyists’.
Meanwhile the Polish press
brushes the dirt off its ‘extrem-
ists’ and ‘minority of trouble
makers’ headlines. The tools of
;elapressiqn are truly internation-
- While the hypocrisy of the
British press is being widely
noted by the working class, its

| to Southern
Ireland (my place of origin). - -

Page 5 |

count by Francis Barry of his arrest,
on following his participation in an

landlord  and any
employer would be informed of
my activities.
~ During the course of my
detention 1 was also finger-
printed and again photographed.
I was repeatedly questioned
about membership of left organ-
isations in Britain and associa-
tion with republican organisa-

tions. Questions were also asked

about my attitude to the

Northern Ireland statelet and

the RUC.
The point was repeatedly

" made that my arrest and subse-

quent detention was due not to

'my presence in the six counties

but to my association with
republican figures
expression of solidarity with the
struggle of the Irish people.
Several things flow from the
experience of others who were
harassed during their visit to the.
six counties (e.g. those who

appeared in court) and my own.

Unnecessary

Tt is important that all who
travel to Northern Ireland be
well versed in their legal rights.
They should know what ques-
tions they are obliged to answer
and those they may refuse, how
long they may be detained for,
and at what stage they are
entitled to see a solicitor. Lack

of such information can result

in unnecessary information
being given away and unneces-
sary physiological distress.
Discussion with the inhabi-
tants of West Belfast makes it
clear that the harassment meted
out to some of us in Belfast was
merely a very small taste of the
manner in which the army con-

“tinually treats the people of

Ireland. Our experience must
therefore strengthen our resolve
to build |
movement in Britain committed
to the immediate withdrawal of
troops from Ireland. -

‘Francis Barry

16.8.80

true positions on the Polish
strikes are only just beginning
to emerge. | |

While the news pages
continue to praise the strikers

~ (though with less enthusiasm

than they praise the dissidents)
the editorial columns have taken

“a decidedly luké warm line.

The Telegraph was the first
to crack, warning the strikers of
the dangers of not modifying
their demands. The Daily Mail
followed, stressing the need for
reform. The Observer has called
for increased aid for Poland as
has the-right wing Now maga-
zine and aid of course means
taking the side of the Polish
bureaucracy against the strikers.

The Telegraph was the most

honest advising its readers that

what was required was enough
change to embarrass the Soviet
Union but not enough to de-
stabilise Poland. |

~ The truth is known in Fleet
Street that pictures of the Pope
notwithstanding,  there is
nothing for them in a deter-
mined move to overthrow the
bureaucracy in Poland. It is not
just a question of loans.

It is those on the streéts of
- Brixton, Reading

and picket
lines throughout the world who
take heart from the Polish
strikes—not  the  poisonous

-witch-hunters of the Muail and
the Telegraph. -

future

and my

an anti-imperialist

E - . ‘
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About six workers out of -

every hundred in the main
countries  are

That adds up to more than
20 million workers without
jobs in all the countries which
are members of the Organisa-
tion for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD).

It i1s not only the staggering
size' of this figure which illu-
strates the profound and deep-
ening problems of the capitalist
economis, - but also the

frightening speed with which

the figure  has grown and
continues to grow with no
prospects of any respite. |
The figures in Table 1 show
that the average rate of unem-
ployment is now double what it .

‘was during the closing years of

the post-war capitalist boom .in
the OECD countries as a whole.
In some of the countries in

that list, unemployment has
- grown much faster than in
-others.
Underestimate

In France it has ttipled in
Germany ' quadrupled and in
Spain increased by six times in

" the last decade.

Everywhere that rate of
increase is getting faster day by
day.

And the faster the number
grows,. the more the official
figures underestimate the true

numbers involved.
One major reason for this

underestimation is that as unem-

ployment  grows,  married

women and others who are not

entitled to receive unemploy-
ment benefit do not bother to
register as unemployed. |

They don’t therefore appear
in the official statistics, though
they are no less unemployed for
that.

Even accordmg to the
official statistics, the OECD esti-
mates that all unemployment

figures should be increased by

30% to take account of this one
fact |
But especially in some of the

- OECD countries which have had

the lowest unemployment

figures, there is another very

important reason for understate-

- ment.,

‘That is the existence of
millions of immigrant worrkers
on -temporary contracts from
countries such as Yugoslavia,

Turkey, Portugal, .Spam and

Algeria.
“Guest. workers

In countries like France and

West Germany, the growth of
unemployment very often falls
most heavﬂy lmtlally on these.
“‘guest workers”.

Instead of signing on at
unemployment exchanges and
so appearing in the official
unemployment figures, they are
put on the first train back to
their own country to swell the
unerhployment figures there.

This is one of the reasons'
why the increase in registered.

unemployment has been so
particularly rapid in countries
like Spain and Portugal.
Another reason why the
unemployment figures under-
~state the depth of the problems
of capitalism is the existence
of increasing millions of workers

on short time, which amounts

to a dlsgulsed form of unems-
ployment. -

Last month in Britain for
example, the official figures

- Increasing

national average, ]
Northern Ireland the figure is.

-~ sections

- Thatcher
showed about 4% of workers on

short time, bringing the total
-unemployed and on short time
‘to over 10%.

Finally the unemployment
figures understate the problem
because as most of the OECD

countries have in the last few

years taken measures, such as
the school leaving
age, in the absence of which the
unemployment flgures would be

even higher. -

Even when all these allow-

"~ ances are made, the figures in
Table 1 are stil only broad |

averages.
“Regional levels

And a single average figure
for national unemployment can
be a very bad guide to the exact
form which unemployment is
taking and- the social and
political effects which it has.

The first thing that the
national averages conceal is
differences in the regional levels
of unemployment. In Table 2
for instance, the British national
unemployment figure of a bit
more than 5% is broken down
into different regions.

The South East, in spite of

the rapid increase in unemploy-
ment even in that region, still

~has an overall unemployment

rate only a little over half the
whereas in

around  12% —double the British
national average. Of course even
that figure is an average and to
that extent potentially mislead-

In Northern Ireland there are
towns and areas where the

unemployment figure is much

more than 12%—in exception-

~able cases rising to about 50%.

Evidence suggests that the

highest rates are in the Catholic

areas.

Obviously the  political
implications of unemployment
which is unequally distributed
in this way, are very different
from the political implications
of having the same national

. average level in all towns and

districts. |
Women
The jobless

“alist world—that i is the

of the

vantaged and discriminated
against who suffer dispropor-
‘tionately also from unemploy-
ment. |

This applies umversa]ly m

the case of women. Here is one
case where the current evolution
of the capitalist economies are
very different from what was
often predicted by Marx in te
nineteenth century.

situation in
Northern Ireland illustrates a
principle which applies in differ-
ent ways throughout the capit-

population
- which are most socially disad-

Joseph

"~ Marx saw the capitalists’
pursult of profitability leadmg
increasingly with the mechanis-
ation of production tasks to the
employment of women and
children—at lower wage levels—
at the expense of adult male
workers.

That indeed is what happen-

oq in many periods of
nineteenth century capitalist
development.

Today, however, as the econ-
omic crisis of capitalism leads
to more mass unemployment it
is women and youth everywhere
who are either thrown out of
work first, or never have the
opportunity to get a job in the
first place. .

The effect of the growth of
women’s unemployment is not
only to reduce the incomes and

standard of.living of them and

therr families, i#f they are
members of families, but also it
is to force women out of pro-
ductive social employment back
into the isolation and depen-

" dance of the home and the
- family.

This leads md1v1dually to all
kinds  of demoralisation and
personal oppression and collec-.
tively, as the historical evidence
of the 1930s proves, it.can be
the breeding ground of reac-
tionary political ideologies.

Another section of the

population universally hit in a

disproportionate way by the

present growth of mass unem-

ployment 1is the
racial minorities.
Youth

Probably the clearest case of
this is that of the USA.

oppressed

While the average level of
unemployment in the USA asa

whole is 6% (about the ihter-
national capitalist average), the

‘rate among urban blacks in

cities like Miami or Detroit is
vastly greater than this.

Specific surveys have on
many occasions shown flgures
in excess of 25%. =

Breaking |
even further, the levels of
unemployment among black
urban youth in the USA (and

~indeed also in Britain) are

commonly well in excess of
50%.

Facts such as these must
have a great deal to do with the

-explanation of recent events like

the black uprisings in Miami.
Those events reflect not only
the exceptionally
economic condition of racial
minorities but also they illus-

- trate a feature of the new mass

unemployment which is even
more universal than that —name-

ly the position of youth. |
The universal nature of the

economic oppression of youth

-in the present capitalist crisis is
shown by the fact that young

people take to the streets spon-
taneously to protest agamst

down the average

oppressed

their position’ and agamst
capitalist police repression not
only in Miami and in’ Bristol and
in- Soweto and Capetown, but
also in the areas where the capit-
alists thought that they had
created the very paradise of the

free market economy—in Zurich

Sw1tzerland

Summary

‘Because the problem of
youth unemployment in the

advanced capitalist countries has
“become so acute in the last few

years, the OECD economists
have collected a large amount of
special statistics about 1t.

There is a summary of their

results in Tables 3 and 4. If .

these are compared with the
figures m Table 1 (the national
rates of unemployment for all
workers) it is easy to see that
almost everywhere the rate of
youth unemployment (age 15-
24) is at least twice as high as
the national average.

It is also easy to see from
Table 3 that the problem. of
youth unemployment is growing
even faster than unemployment
in general.

And in countries such as
Italy and Spain, the level of
youth unemployment is now so
high that it constitutes a major
social crisis by itself.

‘As always it is possible to
break down these figures even

. further to show the way in

which even among youth, unem-

- ployed.
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ployment has a disproportionate
effect on some groups.. .
The difference between male

and female unemployment is

one of the most striking

Table 4 shows that in every
country for which figures are
avatlable, teenage women are
worse hit than men. .

In France, for instance, 14
out of every hundred teenage
men were unemployed for
women the figure is a staggermg
42 in every 100.

To summarise all the
complex statistics, it could be
said that for each worker in the
main capitalist countries, there
is today about a one—m-s:xteen
chance that he or she is unem-

| Zexo .

But for -a- female youth, a
member of a racial minority,
living in an economically back-
ward or deprived area, the
chances of getting a job of any
kind have in the last few years
been reduced to almost zero.

The new mass unemploy-

ment, I argued in last week’s

Socialist Press, is. the necessary

result of the efforts by the

capitalist class to recreate, at the
expense of the working class,
the conditions in which profit-
able capitalist accumulation is
once again possible!

But that does not mean that
the creation of mass unemploy-
ment 1s a simple or straight-
forward route for the capitalist

A 7

- which were

Unemployed march crosses Wes'tm_»

class from crisis to renewed
profitability.

In fact, the growth of unem-
ployment both expresses and
leads to important contra-
dictions in the working of the
capitalist economy.

Marx pointed out that the |

- appropriation of surplus value

by the capitalist class—the |
process by which they made

-profits, the lifeblood of their
‘survival-was a unity of two

different processes. These are
the production and realisation
of surplus value.

Surplus value is produced in
the factory by workers making
commodities containing more
value than the commodities (or .
money equivalent) wh1ch they
receive in wages.

~But "that surplus wvalue
remains potential until it is
made real (realised) by ‘being -
sold at the pre-supposed price -
on the market. o

Only then has the cap italist
retrieved the money w1th which
s/he started out a production
cycle and the addttlonal profit
which represents her/his rfmhsed |
surplus value.

Many different and complex
conditions have to be met for
this - surplus value to. be

- produced and realised in the
capitalist economy.

. Marx’s woik, unlike that of ¥
previous polltlcal economists,

showed how the conditions
necessary for
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ter Bridge, London in 1933

surplus value to be produced
were not the same as those
necessary for it to be realised.

In fact, sometimes the con-
ditions for one were in direct
contradiction to the conditions
for the other. |
- This contradiction was very

capitalist crises and it is just as

the economic crisis that exists
today and the dilemas of the
capitalist class in dealing with it.

Beneficial

“As capitalists attempt to
recreate better conditions for
the production of surplus value
they drive ‘“‘surplus’® workers
out of the production process
mto unemployment:

This may help their existing
employers to obtamn a higher
level of productivity from the
Temaining workers.

Even when the unem loy-'

iment results from the closure
of bankrupt firms, this may be
beneficial to the productivity of

in the market is reduced.
unemployed worker is a worker
without wages and hence the
srowth of unemployment is at
the same fmme a decline in the
demand for many products
hich the capitalists produce.
So steps taken by capitalists,

or forced upon them, which
assist some of them in

| overnments.

central to Marx’s explanation of

relevant in helping to explain

other firms because competition -

But at the same time an

producing surplus value increas-

ing the exploitation of their

labour force which may also
help their competitive situation,
at the same time sworsens the

‘conditions for the realisation of

that surplus value by reducing

the level of demand in the

market , 4
The same  contradiction
(between the production and

realisation of surplus value)

shows up in relation to state

expenditure.
All capitalist governments,

n especially the British Tories, are
-~ at present making an effort to

reduce the level of government
spending and so the huge size of

government deficits.

Their objective is to drive
down the real standard of living

of the working class and thereby

remove some of the burdens
(the finance - of the social

services) which are at present a-

drain on the surplus value avail-

able to the capitalists to appro-_
‘priate for themselves.
- Also the public - spendmg-_'

cuts, by creating more unem-
ployment is intended to contri-
bute to the policy of dividing
the working class and weaken
its bargaining strength in wages
struggles.

The contradictory aspect .of
this policy however, is that cuts
in public spending reduce the

level of demand for the goods
and services produced by capit-

alists and so create big problems
for sections of the capitalist
class itself, especially those
directly dependent on state
spending (e.g. large sections of
the construction industry) and
many of these sections of capit-
al are bemg dnven into bank-
ruptcy

In all capitalist states thls‘

contr adlctlon creates both con-

_fhcts between different sections
of the capitalist class, between
- those - who expect mdnectly to

gain and those who directly lose

from the public expenditure

cuts.

fear of the working class, are
at the root of the hes:tatlon
uncertainty, confusion and “U-

" turns’”’ which characterise the

policies of so many capitalist

-finding
amount which has been cut

-having  to be

‘These conflicts, along with |

Part two of a three part series
by Bob Sutchife

s

It is so far still the special .

feature of the Thatcher govern-
ment that it maintains a ruth-

- Jessness towards the 'vulnerahle
sections of its own class which

other weaker capitalist govern-

ments have not been able to_ |

match.
" But even 1f this cannibalistic

frame of mind is maintained,

Thatcher still faces some major
pohcy contradictions in relation
to public expenditure and
unemployment -
~ In the first place the policy
of cutting public spending on
services does not necessarily cut
pubhc spending at all. |
What Thatcher is now
is that much of the

from the social services, 1s
paid out under
existing - legislation to the
rapidly growing number of
unemployed. '

Each increase in unemploy-

‘ment involves more government

spending on unemployment
beneflt and social security, on
the administration of the service
and a cut in the government
revenue from direct and indirect
taxes.

Although the government is
extremely unwilling to -admit

‘these figures in public, its econ-
omic experts recognise that

every increase of 100,000 at the

‘present time in the level of

unemployment worsens the
public sector deficit by £500

| million.

That means that of the
present government deficit of
about £8Y% billion a year fore-
cast for 1980-81, £5 billion
results from the increase in

unemployment which has taken
‘place since 1973. -

Of course the Thatcher
government would still prefer to

pay money to the unemployed |

who can serve as a drag to
labour’s bargaining strength in
the labour market, rather than
spend the same amount of
money on employing workers to
produce useful social services.

Nonetheless, - this is a real
contradiction for the Tories,
both from the point of view of
fulfilling their public spending
plans and also from insuring
that mass unemployment has

UNEMPLOYMENT IN CAPITALIST COUNTRIES

- USA
JAPAN |
WEST GERMANY
FRANCE
BRITAIN
ITALY
SPAIN
~Total OECD

Great Britain
South-East

East Anglia
South-West
West Midlands
East Midlands
Yorkshire and Humberside
North-West
North

‘Wales

Scotland
Northern lreland

Average %

1964-73 1980
4.4 6.0
1.2 1.8
0.7 2.8
2.2 6.0
3.1 - 6.0
5.5 7.8
1.8 109
3.0 5.2

:  Table I |
'REGIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT IN BRITAIN (May 1980)

%
6.1

3.9

4.9
5.7

6.2
5.3
6.4
7.9
9.3
8.8
8.7

1.8

Table 2
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 15-24

UNITED STATES
JAPAN

WEST GERMANY
FRANCE
BRITAIN

ITALY

SPAIN

1970

USA 11
W.Germany . 0.5
France @ 4
taly 12
UK - 4

the  maximum-
Weakenmg effect on the bargain-
ing strength of labour.

- Thatcher needs in a hurry to
reduce unemployment benefit
and social security payments to
something even closer to real

starvation levels than they are at

the present time.

The government’s refusal to
increase benefit levels in line
with inflation is a first step
along that road.

This, however, can only
intensify the other--political-
contradiction which 1s created
by Thather’s mass unemploy-
ment policies.

That is the danger that the
deliberate creatlon of mass
unemployment and the driving

~down of the living standards of .

the unemployed to starvation
levels will provoke a political
reaction which will threaten the

life not only of Thatcher’s

government{ but of the whole
capitalist system which it is

“her overwhelming aim to rescue.

A further part of Thatcher’s
plan to make the unemployed
as dead a weight as possibie
around . the neck of the

- employed working class are the

Males 1979

possible

like that
“ministers, has been devoted to -
the. preservation of a system
whrch is incapable of using the

1960

10.0
1.4
0.7
4.2

Table 3

1970
15 - 14

2 | 0.5

14 8
25 1
18 2

Table 4

‘increasingly explieit plans  of |

herself and leading ministers to
introduce ‘some scheme of

forced labour for the unem-

ployed. |
~ When these schemes were

first publicly discussed a fow

weeks ago one of her ministers,
Lord Gowrie, in his anxiety to
make schemes of forced labour
sound more socially palatable,

by accident tripped over an
-important truth.

'Rldlculo us

He noted how ridiculous it
seemed that there were so many
obviously unfulfilled social

needs while nearly 2 million

people were unemployed.
No doubt ministers have

been advised in future to steer
clear of such umntentlonal

truths. |
Lord Gowrie’s pathetic life,
of other Tory

human resources available to it
to fulfill social needs, since

~ their sole function for capital-

ism is the creation of profits.
- Nonetheless the fact remains

N
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absence of

~and robbing

~ permits
~these plans for greater exploita-
tion in the guise of measures to

21970 - 1980
9.9 1.2
20 36
10 - 338
5.6 13.3
2.9 119
97 246
2.4 - 22.8

UNEMPLOYMENT OF YOUTH AGED 15-17

Femeles 1979‘

17
5
42
39
19

that Thatcher was not elected
explicitly in order to create
mass unemployment and it is a
source of some political embar-
rassment to Tory ministers that
the veil has had to be thrown
off so quickly.

But no matter. What they
say there is no chance at all that -
the  Tory government will

introduce schemes designed to

reduce unemployment -as a

-primary objective. |
The five enterprise zones.
‘which have

recently  been
announced, in which capitalists
will be able to operate with an
restriction and
control which would have been
the envy even of their early
nineteenth century ancestors,
are in fact a significant part of
the Tory government plan to
recreate the co_ndltlons ~of

profitability by driving down

standard of workers
them of their
historic democratic gains.

But the universal horror over
the level of mass unemployment
Thatcher to present

the living

alleviate unemployment.

| orb families campign unsuccessfu'lly against closure
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- The essays in Beyond the
Fragments are essentially

concerned with the orga-

nisational  problems of

uniting the numerous frag
“mented left

- groups in
Britain into a coordinated
anti-capitalist campaign.

The authors believe that the

differences which distinguish
left groups are not so great that

they cannot work together.
At the moment their resources
~and individual strengths remain

ineffective because of their

Wainwright’s  introduction

quite correctly recognises that

different forms of oppression—
oppression of women, of blacks,

of workers—are interconnected.

Each of these oppressed groups

1s in confrontation with the

state, which directly or

mdlrectly mamtams theu subor-

dination.
In response to this, however,
she argues:that there are two

immediate problems to ‘be .

resolved. |
“Common programme’’

 “One problem is that of
drawing up a common prog-

“ramme of political and social

change meeting the needs of all
oppressed groups and arguing

- for it among each group.

*“The other problem is that
of gathering together all the
different sources of strength,
‘uniting the social power of the

community with the industrial

power of those in production
and ' pitting this popular power
against the existing state.”(p.4)

This' immediately points to

. some of the fundamental weak-

nesses of the Beyond the
Fragments programme.

The authors are not so naive
as to imagine that there are
not important differences of
aim, programme and . tactics
between many left groups.

Federal structure

However they do not appear
to acknowledge that this fact

in any way precludes the uni-
fication of the left. It is quite
acceptable in their view to unite
on a minimal programme,

" “In organisationl terms this
could imply some sort of federal
structure which provides' a
framework for united action
following from the fundamental

~principles on which revolution-
aries could agree, for collective

discussion of our differing
experiences and traditions, and

autonomy to take initiatives -

when tactical disagreements
keep us. apart.”(p.6)

Thus, far from being demo-
cratic centrahst this new orga-
nisation, it s proposed, will
~each member
group the right to act auto-
nomously. | .

Presumably - in some

~ instances this would mean feder-

ated . groups taking

contradictory positions and

action for the disagreements
between left groups are not

-merely tactical. They stem from

a fundamentally different orien-

~ tation towards such basic mass
orgamsatlons as the social demo-

cratic parties, the trade unions,

and towards inter national
groupings.
'Propaganda

The ‘“fundamental principles

on which revolutionaries could

agree’” would necessarily be
extremely broad in character
and few in number.
' But there is little possxblhty
that the federation floated in
Beyond the Fragments would be
faced with the spectacle of its
members fighting on different
sides of barricades—because
none of the campaigns envisaged
go beyond the level of propa-
ganda. .

The authors specifically
criticise those socialists orga-
nised in the Labour Party and

On Saturday August 30, there is tog®
be a one-day conference in Leeds “‘to
go Beyond the Fragments
of this Socialist Press is publushmg two
reviews of the book which has sold
nearly 10,000 copies, and formed a
major topic of discussion on the left.
The first was publlshed Jast week. The
second of these reviews,

Wilson, appears here..
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In advance

by Mary

“Leninist parties” on the
grounds that:
“both are organised in ways

more appropriate to seizing
power —governmental power and

state power respectively —than
to the necessary preliminaries of

raising and extending socialist.

consciousness and ' grass root
organisation among the majority

‘of working people.”(p.2)

For Rowbotham and Co.,
any programme to confront the
state 1s, at the moment,

‘premature. Such a stage would
only emerge when the working

class and oppressed groups:
“have developed a level of
consciousness, sense of purpose
and degree of self confidence to
re-make society. The purpose
of socialist oiganisation now
should be to develop that
consciousness, together with a
vision of an alternative society.”

(p.18)
| Swappmg ideas

'Then, at some  indefinite

 time in the future, when every-

one is aware of the need for
socialism, we can begin to
accompllsh our plan for an alter-
native society
task 1s sunply one of swapping
1deas

| exchangmg the understan-
dings arrived at by different
movements—industrial militants,

for example, contributing their

sharp .sense of the material
sources of working class power,
that flows from a detailed
knowledge of how production is

organised, or feminists chall-

enging the competitive ego-

tripping and ego-trampling arro- -
gance which still erodes the

collective strength and demo-
cracy of many trade union and
socialist

discussion ' through
truths and weaknesses of diffe-
rent traditions can be sifted and
tested in relation to the con-
temporary problems.”(p.12)

It is hard to see how parti-
cipants in the open-ended dis-
cussion would in any way come
into conflict with the labour
movement bureaucracy or break
away potential revolutionaries

from the politics of reformism—.

the main barrier to a mass anti-
capitalist movement.

Consciousness-raising

But having discovered that
the route to left unity 1is
through renouncing practical

struggle in favour of propagan-
dism, then the demand that
the left should ““learn from the |
insights of the Women’s Libera-

tion Movement” follows on
naturally.

The WLM is the prime

example of a broad-based prop-
aganda organisation—one which
has developed the notion of

“consciousness-raising” as a

- Strategy.

The WLM has also grouped

-around itself a whole series of

‘organisational structures’ -
‘regional networks, women's
centres, conferences publishing
groups, theatre groups, folk and
rock bands, film collectives,
trade union caucuses, food
co-OpS. . .

That ‘the WLM is also pre-
dommantly
displays a huge political dlspa-
rity between one town and the
next, and achieves few tangible
results are of course, not
reg arded as valid criticisms!

But while the WIM and
propagandist left groups

. Until then, the -

organisations, . .a -
forum for political debate and .
which the

middle class,
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'BEYOND THE FRAGMENTS

Sheila Rowbotham, Lynne Segal

continue their efforts to
convince people;, the capitalist
class is proceeding -to launch a
wholesale attack on the rights
and = living standards of the
working

cuts; anti-union laws; and witch

hunts -~ and wctnmsat:ons of

militants,
The propagandist authors of

- Beyond the Fragments take no

account of the fact that their
fight to “raise consciousness’
cannot take place in a static
situation, but in the midst of
an escalating economic and poli-
tical crisis. -

Try as they might, no
oppressed group can rest
content with simply attempting
in today’s conditions to change
the world through changing

class—mass sackings
~and closures; public spending

“

/I

people’s ideas. As Marx wrote

150 years ago, it is not enough:

" “merely to produce correct

consciousness of an existing

fact; for the real communist it
is a question of overthrowin wing
the existing state of things”
(C.W. Vol 5 p.58)

Since Rowbotham and Co.

apparently doubt even this-
basic principle, it is hard to see

how they claim to be Marxists

~at all.

But Beyond the Fragments
goes beyond this fundamental
error, and overlooks the fact
that by the very act of engaging
in a practical struggle against
the Tory offensive and fighting
for principled demands, revo-
lutionaries are ar the same time
“doing propaganda work™.

Class consciousness, and

IN and Hilary Wainwright

awareness of . an  alternative
society is best developed in the
material conflict with the
existing social order—whether
~ this be a unionisation dispute,
a fight against redundancies,

or a camp

Crucial to this is the
Trotskyist Transitional Prog-
ramme which contains a system

.of demands that are both imme-

diately. relevant to today’s

struggle of the working class,

and also point the way towards
the wresting of power from
the capitalists, and the estab-

lishment of workers
management of a socialist
economy.

The Transitional Programme
thus provides a bridge between
today’s consciousness of the

- minimal ‘
combined with their rejection of

“hierarchy”, leaders and centra-
lism as ‘undemocratic’.

aigh to save a
- threatened hospital.

"masses and the socialist con- -

sciousness that is necessary for
the mass mobilisation of

workers against the capltahst'

system. .
Thus the fight to open the

- books of industry, or to achieve
a sliding scale of wages to

protect against inflation, offer a
means of both raising conscious-
ness and advancing workers’
struggles.

When Lynne Segal argues,
with her fellow contributors,

that “our social relations must

now reflect or ‘prefigure’ the

social relations we want to

create after the revolution™

(p161), she too shows a failure

to grasp the significance of the

| Trotskylst programme.

"The transitional demands-—

‘spelling out for instance the
| need for elected factory comm--

ittees to assert workers’ control
over production, and for broad-
based councils of action or

soviets to mobilise the masses in

opposition to the bourgeois
state—point precisely to the
kind of organisation needed
after the revolution.

‘Undemocratic’

Such demands combine

- propaganda for socialism, with
| agltatlon and
- against today s capitalist offen-

practical action

sive. -
- It is for this reason that the
narrow
imposed upon revolutionary
activity by the Beyond the Frag-
ments team must be rejected.

But their call for unity on a
political basis is

In this they echo the WLM,

" which regards these as means
- whereby individuals can gain
positions of power over others
even within a soclahst orga-

nisation.
Obviously there is more need

-' for centralised control in an
| organisation engaged in practical
- struggles than in the one envi-

- .saged by the Beyond the Frag-

ments authors, dedicated to

~ simply an exchange of ideas.

Answerable

If a revolutionary party is
to be built on a basis to lead the

-working class in struggle against
the labour movement bureau-
“cracy and the machinery of .the
~ capitalist state, it is essential
. that -it have a clear and united
“programme and a central deci-

sion-making body to make day-

to-day decisidas which need to

be acted upon immediately and
in coordinated fashion.
- What is of course crucial in

this 1s that this central leader-

ship is made answerable to the
membership, and denied the

scope to erect itself as a ‘hier- -

archy’.

" Equally it is important that
the elected leadership act in

accordance with programme and
policies democratically arrived
at by the broadest possible
involvement of the membership.

‘. QObviously there will almost

always be a minority who
dissent from particular policies.

But if an organisation is to

operate effectively = minorities

must agree to be bound by

majority decisions while
retaining their political right to
disagree within the movement.

In other words the Leninist

method of democratic centra-

lism is of vital importance to -

such an organisation. It  is

propagandist  limits

————-
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the only guarantee against de
facto hierarchies on the one
hand, and the effective rule of
drssentmg minorities crippling
united action on the other.

Democratic centralism
cannot be said to be ‘undemo-

cratic” so long
genuine scope for full debate

within the movement before
major policy decisions are
taken, and so long as minorities
have the right to form - tend-
encies and factions to argue
their positions.

Indeed the concern for
democracy is. by no means
peculiar to the authors of
Beyond the Fragments.

Trotsky consistently emph-
‘asised the need for a party to
be democratically organised.

Democratic control

- The whole history ot the
Trotskyist Left Opposition in
the 1920s was an example of

the fight for democratic control

over the increasingly bureaucrat-
ised Bolshevik Party.

- And Trotsky fought all his
life against the bureaucratic,
dogmatic methods of Stalinism.
This tradition is carried forward
today by the Trotskyist move-
ment,

The WIM, with few vital
decisions to be made, all the
time in the world to make them,
and an activity centred on ideas,
can afford to hold the view that
no decision should be -taken
without everyone agreeing.

But even then the lack of a
formal organised democracy in
the WLM can make it even less
democratic and open to mani-
pulation by individuals than
Leninist parties with elected,
accountable leaders. |

Rowbotham does however
put her finger on one weakness
of some left groups, who exhibit

an authoritarianism in their own

education and propaganda work
which they correctly condemn
in state education.

There 1is a reluctance to
develop theoretical work into
new areas, and a tendency to
repeat, somewhat uncritically,

the formulations of the classic

Marxist writings.

| And there is the danger in
some cases that access to
detailed information becomes
- restricted to the leadership of
organisations—denying the
membership the basis for fuli
participation in debate and
decision4naking.

These are indeed dangers to

be combatted in the Trotskyist
movement. But Rowbotham
and Co. actually go further,
effectively attacking all Marxist
theory, when they argue that
for a group to claim to possess
a revolutionary theory is in
itself’ the starting point of
Sectarian arrogance.

Wainwright develops this
point in her introduction:
replying to those who criticised
the lack of practical proposals
in the first edition of Beyond
the Fragments she replres that

“there are good reasons™

“First, our llnlted exper-
iences do not give us the
grounds for confidence to arrive
at such general practical con-
clusions,

- “Secondly we question the
idea that you can really only
step into the debate about
political organisation when you
have a general solution, a clear
way forward. There would
never have been a women’s

as there is -

class struggle

movement at all if we had
accepted this approach.”(p.4).

It is of course quite true
that individuals do not have
grounds—on the basis of their
inevitably limited experience—
for believing that they can lay
down general practical con-
clusions’.

History

But Trotskyist groups do not
set out simply from the basis

of the personal experiences of

their members.

They draw upon the whole
history and experience of the
fight for revolutionary politics—
the practical failures, successes
‘and lessons—and upon the theo-
retical advances made from the
time of Karl Marx onwards.

It is not necessary for each
revolutionary to discover for

~him or herself—as if for the

first time—the concept of the

law of value, the programme of

transitional demands, or the
practical means of organising
flying pickets. They are already
the stock-in-trade of the TEVO-
lutionary movement.

Certainly
require development in the light
of the latest social upheavals—
but they are present as a vital
starting point for even the
newest revolutionary.

The WLM-—though held up
as an example of the method
advocated by the Beyond the
Fragments authors—is in fact a
clear example of why such a
clear foundation of established
programme - and structure are
essential.

Sabotage

The WLM’s lack of direction
restricts its effectiveness in prac-
tice: but worse, its lack of any
overall strategy to link its
limited activity to the struggle
for socialism can even lead to
countersevolutionary results.

For example the radical
feminists would, if they had
more influence, actually
sabotage many labour move-
ment struggles by encouraging
divisions between male and
female workers—precisely the
divisions which the Labour
bureaucrats and employers work
so hard to create and deepen.

And while the activity of the
WLM 1is focussed on short-term

"campaigns for reforms within

the system, a revolutionary
organisation sees the fight for
specific reforms in the context
of a strategic fight for social
revolution. Without a “general”
solution, the partial campaigns
can be diversionary and counter-
productive.

Elementary

This may seem as elementary
as ABC-but not for Row-
botham and Co.

They fail to grasp the fact

that even when Marxists assert

the need for a scientific method
of analysis, they are by no
means . claiming that every
aspect of their analysis of the
is necessarily
correct. |

The correctness of any

analysis, like any in the physical

- sciences, is dependent upon the

scope and correctness of the
data available. |

This 1s another reason why a
structured, centralised revolu-
tionary party and not simply a
gathering of well-intentioned

individuals is essential to offer

a correct and consistent prog-
ramme for struggle.

such concepts:

broad-based

.Rowbotham paints a carica-
ture of’:

“Trotskyism’s emphasis on
the ‘analysis’ of an unfolding
objective . crisis - suggest{s] the
professional revolutionary going
in, extracting the salient bits of
reahty, and fashioning the prog-
ramme accordingly.”

But all this shows is Row-
botham’s = refusal to ~ deal
seriously with the question of
just how revolutionaries are to
understand and intervene in the
real world. She reduces the
discussion to an infantile level.

How indeed can one tell
which are the “‘salient bits” of

- reality? Or, if the whole exer-

cise of analysis is impossible,
how do you decide how to
respond to events? While
deriding the  method of
Marxism, Rowbotham offers
nothing i its place.

Ignorance

Of course there are, as Row-
botham says, times when:
~ “It is important to be able
to say ‘I don’t know’ and ‘No-
body knows, we need to find
out’ wrthout being dismissed as
Stllpld ”

At the same time 1t is
necessary  to establish a scien-
tific means of finding out,
rather than simply glorifying a
state of ignorance.

Equally, Marxists must
admit that they have no mono-
poly over theory most left
groups are for instance indebted
in some respect to the WLM for
their recognition of the reality
of sexual oppression.

'One concept which Row-
botham takes up from the WLM
is the need to recognise that

“‘the personal is political”, and

that personal and cultural needs
are no less important than poli-
tical and workplace demands.

“Pyramid™

She claims that: -

“Left organisations, parti-
cularly since the Bolsheviks,
have assumed a kind of pyramid
of levels of activity. Near the
top are struggles for political
power and conflict at the work-
place. Community struggles
follow, traditionally seen mainly
as the housing question and
tenants’ movements. After them
education, welfare and cultural
issues may be considered with
an optional cluster of sexual
politics, ecology and whatnot,
under a rather dusty heading of
‘quality of life’ ”.(p.110) |

Here again Rowbotham’s
description of ‘Trotskyist’ acti-

vity is no more than a caricat-

ture.
Dangers

She herself admits that there

e dangers in the slogan
“personal is political’’—that it
can become a justification for
ignoring broader political issues.

But on the issue of priorities
m political work, the distinction
is between on the one hand a
campaign for
“liberation’” and the search for
reforms to transform personal
relations within the existing
system, or on the other hand a
perspective for the revolu-
tionary overthrow of the capita-
list state.

The mam reason why Trot-
skyists focus on political and
workplace activities is because
they are key areas of confron-
tation between the classes, and
between workers and the state.

Majority

“Oppressed workers” are not

simply another  oppressed

“group”, like the homeless, gays
or- blacks: the working class as
a class embraces the majority
of women, gays, blacks, home-
less and every other oppressed
mlnorlty

- It is insofar as they can be
related to the mobilisation of
the class as a whole that the
demands and struggles of these
minorities stand' a hope of long
term success in ending their
oppression.

It is difficult to think of
personal issues which are irrela-
vant to the struggle between
Capital and Labour. |

- The demand for women to
have the right to control their
own fertility for instance imme-
diately confronts the govern-

ment policy of cuts in the NHS,

the Tory 'desire to restrict abor-
tion rights, and the ideological
campaign desgned to bolster
the idea that ‘a woman’s place
is in the home’

Clearly there are degrees to
which different issues directly

confront the state. Some (for

example the attempts to combat
sexual assault and violence

within the home) pose no threat

to it.

elements as

form of

But as communists we

- cannot condone any oppression

of vulnerable groups in society.
Thus we oppose racism - and
sexism not simply because such
prejudices can be utilised by the

‘bosses and the state to divide

the working class, but because
of the suffering, degradation
and = subordination they bring
about.

It would be hypocritcal to
condemn such practices in
society but condone racism or
sexism by individual members.

Political commitment to
equality for blacks, gays and
women must therefore be
reflected in the fight to estab-
lish  non-racist, non-sexist
behaviour on a personal level

~within the party.

Similarly political work
around ethnic minorities and
women’s issues must not be left
to black and women members,
but be taken up bv the whnle

movement.,

There are of course problems
in the uneven development of
revolutionary consciousness. A
militant may grasp the nature of
class conflict while harbouring
reactionary nationalist or sexist
views.

These will only be elimin-
ated by an ongoing struggle
to develop new members as
revolutionaries—a struggle ‘that
requires the structure of a

- disciplined movement to be

carried through successfully.
Rowbotham’s complaint
that the left groups characterise
“backward” or
“advanced’’, and her argument
that this shows that we ‘“‘need
a much more delicate kind of
socialist theory to guage diffe-
rent forms of consciousness’’,
neglects the fact that socialists
themselves recognise that such
characterisations are at best
temporary and superficml

Struggle

There are of course radica-
lised petty bourgeois; and there
are many reactionary workers.
Among both groups a struggle is
necessary to raise consciousness
to the level of revolutionary

socialism,

Yet—for all its nnprecrsron—
the broad characterisation of
the forces involved is of value in
directing the propaganda and
agitation of revolutionaries in
each case. |

It is fair to say that Beyond
the Fragments raises some valid
questions about left organisa-
tions—though in many instances
the faults they condemn are

already well known and
acknowledged by left groups
anyway.

In addition, the alternative
orgamsatlon put
forward by Beyond the Frag-
ments is as unworkable as it
is idealist.

Perhaps the key to under-
standing the views of this book
is to be found in Rowbotham’s
au}obrographrcal history ‘In the
Left’

Lack of knowledge

From a petty bourgeois

background, she dabbled in the

New Left, Tony CIliff’s Inter-
national Socialists, and Liberta-
rian Marxism, finally rejecting
membership of any left group.
Her confusion and ignorance
of the works of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Trotsky 18 equalled
by her lack of knowledge of
Trotskyist groups and lack of
involvement in working class
struggles.
Given this

history, it is

scarcely surprising that she, and

her coauthors, who share the
same kind of history, should be

s0 muddle-headed when it

comes to suggesting a new way
forward.

Of course the left in Britain
needs to get “Beyond the Frag-
ments” and build a mass move-
ment to overthrow capitalism.

But the vital question is how
to win workers to a mass revo-
lutionary party on a principled
programme. Fusions, whether
nationally or internationally,
can only be made in this

context and on the basis of

common programme, principles

~ and organisational methods.

Because it is only the indep-
endent mobilisation of the
working class, and not an amor-
phous, broadly-based, cross-class
federation, that can wrest state
power and ownership of the.
means of production from a
disciplined and centralised capi-
talist class.

Only such a.revolution can
establish a socialist planned
economy and open up the way
fordthe liberation of the oppre-
ssed.

One srde effect of the

Bologna bombing investiga-

tions in Italy has been the
light thrown on fascist
activity in France.

Links between the French
police and fascists, tolerated for
years, have forced the author-
ities into
suspensions.

The most celebrated is Paul-
Louis Durand, aged 25, a police
inspector in Versailles who
previously spent a year at the
Police Headquarters in Paris.

He is a member of the

“central leadership of the FANE

—the Federation of National
and European Action, a small

‘neo-Nazi group which has been

accredited with several bomb
and physical attacks over the
last few months.

temporary -

activists  (the
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Gendarmes
0 f fas clsm
in focus

‘Spain brought together about

100 European ‘“nationalists”
from Belgium, West Germany,
France, Spain and the NF from
England.

Durand’s. colleagues were
amazed at his suspension since
he had always operated so open-
ly and even signed articles in
the paper “Our Europe”. (Some
even thought it was ‘useful’ to
have members in the right wing
groups).

“Durand is now denying
everything except for admitting
to an “‘ancient” allegiance to the
FANE in 1975.

The FANE has gained a
large amount of publicity and
has now gained a head start on
the other right wing groups.

Set up in 1966 with the

fusion of several groups of

Charlemagne

The remains of Bologna statzon after the fasczst bomb

attack

It was not for his opinions
nor his political activities—both
of which were wellknown and

‘tolerated by his superiors—that

Inspector Durand was suspen-
ded. It was rather because of
the inopportune and unfavous-
able publicity accorded to him

by the Italian press since the

bomb went off in Bologna

| station killing 80 and injuring

dozens of others.

- One suspect named by the
Italian police was Marco Affati-
gato who has been living in Nice
for the last two years. He is well
known to the French police
both because of his Italian past
and because of his' activities in
the ranks of the extreme right
in France.

Released

He was arrested several

months ago in Monaco possess-

ing several false identity papers
but was released a few hours

later.

When he was n'nplrcated ina

DC 9 explosion while flying
near Palermo on June 27 the

French police reassured their

Italian colleagues that he had
not left Nice.
- At one time actlve in the
Parti des Forces Nouvelles
(PFN) he changed his adherence
to the FANE.

However he was. still in

favour enough to take part in
a debate in a major Nice hotel

last May organised by the PFN.-

presidential
Gauchon.
The Nice police were well
aware that their colleague Paul-
Louis Durand was in charge of
the FANE’s international

Candidate‘ Pascal

- contacts with special reference

to Italy and was in contact with
Affatigato.

His employers only appear
to have become concerned when
the Italian press revealed some
of his recent comings and
goings. These included meeting
several leading neo-Nazis and a
trip to the European fascist
international “summer camp”
Last vear such a camp held in

Circle, Western-Action, and
Friends of the True Europe) the
FANE for a long time found
itself pushed into the back-
ground by the rise of the New
Order. It was only after its
dissolution and the killing of
Francois Duprat, leader of the
Nationalist - Revolutionary
Groups (GNR) that the FANE,
joined by the activists of the
GNR, began to be more signific-
ant.

“War crimes”

Its founder, Marc Fredrik—

son, is a 44-year old “pleasant”
bank employee who has worked

for ten years for the reconstruc-
tion of the “Black Internation-
al” and who stood unsuccess-
fully in the elections in March
1978...

- He will be tried in Septem-
ber for bem an “apologist for
war crimes’ and for racism.

While the PFN and the Front
National have been officially
preparing their presidential cam-
paign, the destruction of monu-
ments to the memory of those
who died in the Resistance; anti-
semitic graffiti and atttacks in
the rue des Rosiers have all been
attributed to FANE.

Some members have been
caught in the act, others have
been apprehended with firearms
or questioned about articles in
their paper “Our Europe™.

All have been released
through “lack of proof™!

- What happened in Bologna
has greatly’ changed public
opinion. The law to dissolve
FANE only needs the signature
of the minister. The fascists of
course are well prepared for this
eventuality. They have already
registered two new associations,

whose address is the same as the
FANE. | -

In an interview in “Libera-
tion”, Marc Fredrikson said that
the type of “strategy” used in

Bologna was not yet part of the -

war method of the FANE “as
long as we are not outlawed”!
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INDUSTRIAL NEWS
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In a week that has seen
the announcement of thous-
more redundancies
affecting major areas of
industry one of the more
serious was the decision of
Bowater to make 1,600
workers redundant at their
Mersey Mill, Ellesmere Port.

A further 3,000 workers’
jobs in Merseysnde where
unemployment is over 14%—will

‘be affected by the decision to

close this mill-Britain’s largest
newsprint plant.

The bosses blame the over-
valued pound which has preven-

‘ted a rise in the price of news-
- print for 3% years. Imported
new sprint,

4 particularly
North America and Scandinavia,
costs £40 a ton less than British

newsprint, largely due to high -

energy costs which are as much
as twice as high as they are in
foreign newsprint industries.

Joint approach

The subsequent announce-
ment of further redundancies by
Reid, another major paper
manufacturer, underlines the
threat to jobs In the paper
industry.

Bill Keys, general secretary
of SOGAT blamed government
policies for the redundancies
and said that his union would
fisht the redundancies.

“I have made it quite clear
to Bowater chairman that we

are not going to accept this
closure. _
form of action to save these

~ jobs, they’re not going to get

from -

of a

1 don’t preclude any
“that Mpyers axe

away with it.
“The decision has nothing at

“all to do with labour relations

which have been excellent and
everything to do with the
government’s policy of making
people expendable on the altar
of monetarism”

However, the pollcy of the

union to date has been to partic-  ing
ipate in a joint approach with
the bosses to the Thatcher

government for aid to the
industry—an approach which
has met with determined refusal
on the part of the Tories.

There is no way that Keys is
going to act on the implications
of his statement and lead a
struggle against the Tories’
monetarist policies. |

Challenged on BBC's PM
programme about his threats to

close Fleet Street in the struggle

to prevent the closure of
Bowater an angry sounding

Engineering stewards at

Hoovers in Camburslang in

Scotland have called for
resistance to redundancies.
The company is demand-
ing the axe for 160 jobs out
total of 2,000.
Although the stewards are

pledged to fight they have

not yet prepared a plan to
defeat the company.

*Great Universal stores have
swallowed the mail order firm,
John Myers, on the condition
1,900 jobs.

USDAW deputy general secre-
tary John Flood, described the

More jobs to go

Jobs torn up by
Bowater

Keys immediately back peddled,
arguing that not all official
channels had yet  been
exhausted. -

Workers in the paper indus-
try will have to rely on their
own independent strength and

-policies such as occupation of

threatened mills and the open-
of the books of the multi-

nationals that own the paper

industry if they are to defend

their jobs.

This will mean taking up and
acting on Keys' implicit recog-
nition that the Tories must be
thrown out if jobs are to be
saved—something Keys himself
absolutely refuses to do.

*In a tragi-<comic response
to the job massacre, Bowater
workers have agreed to pay for
advertisements in national news-
papers to tell the public about
the crisis in paper making.

decision as ‘mind boggling” and
asked the company for ‘statistic-
al evidence’ to support the mass
sackings.
~ *More than 4,000 clerical
workers in BL are to lose their
jobs as the Edwardes axe swung
from the production line to the
office blocks.

*Doug Daniels, Manchester
North Secretary of the AUEW
said the union would fight the
plan to make several hundred
workers out of 2,450 at L.
Gardner and Sons redundant.
No strategy has been put for-
ward to save the jobs in the
diesel engine form.

With workers by the
thousand taking to the
streets to oppose Tory

policies there is plainly no
lack of militancy in the
organised working class.

- Yet the existing trade union
bureaucrats and Labour leaders
—whether right or ‘left’—have

no perspective to offer those
- workers prepared to fight in

defence of jobs, living stan-
dards, social services and demo-
cratic rights.

These can only be defended
through policies which start
from the independent interests
of the working class, which, as
an international class, bhas
nothing to gain and everything
to lose from attempts to restore
the profitability of their “own”
employing class.

In a period where the contra-
dictions of the anarchic capit-
alist system force the wholesale

closure and destruction of the
productive forces of society,

only ' a socialist planned

economy on a world scale offers
a way forward,

To achieve such a perspec-
tive a leadership is needed
which, in today’s struggles fights
to advance workers beyond
trade union militancy, protest
politics and illusions that capit-

alism can be abolished through -

partiament, -
-~ "The Workers Socialist
League is a Trotskyist move-
ment fighting day in and day
out to build such a principled

Ieadersh:p in the workmg class

in Britain.

Internationally, we are
affiliated to the newly-formed
Trotskyist International Liaison
Committee, which fights for the
reconstruction of the Fourth
International and the building
of revolutionary parties in every
country to .lead the struggle
against imperialism and against
the parasitic Stalinist bureau-
cracies in the deformed and

degenerated workers’ states,

We invite all readers of
Socialist Press to seek more
details of the WSL and its work,

and to join us in the struggle for.

socialism.

Please send me more details
of the Workers Socialist
League

"Send to WSL: BM Box

5277, London WC1V 6XX.

As journalists at the

Times put up their first ever
picket line last weekend.

both the Times and the
Observer were being threat-
ened with closure.

The journalists voted 117
votes to 54 to strike after
management refused to imple-

ment an arbitration award of

21%—repeating instead their
18% offer. |
The journalists, who had

claimed more than 30% were
recommended for the 21% rise
by Professor John Crossley of
Leeds University. In his recom-
mendation—which is not legally

binding —Crossley said that pay
performance of

related to the
the company and that all future
pay awards should be linked to
the cost of living to recogmse
the standard of ‘excellence’ of
their journalists.

Arbitration

Last ‘year the company, with |

threats of sackings forced the
Times chapel to accept a dis-
putes procedure which ended in
arbitration.

The strike was given immed-
iate official backing by the NUJ
executive. Print unions have
agreed to refuse to handle any
scab copy. |

But Sunday Times journal-
ists—who have a separate agree-
ment—have refused to join the
strike and has ‘deferred’ a final
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vote on the 18% offer (whlch
“would certainly have been
accepted). . .
. This position is unaccept-
able. Times jolrnalists must

Times NUJ Fo'c Jake

picket the Sunday Times
members and demand they join
the strike.

While the Times manage-

ment is jibbing at a few hun-

dred pounds a year for Journal—
ists they are negotiating the

- next round of a technology
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~agreement with the NGA and

offering up to £20,000 each to
buy out casual shift ‘workers.
This is the reason for their
intransigence and for the threat
by Thomson Newspapers to
shut the Tines.
‘Meanwhile following
NGA instructions to
Observer chapel to abandon

the

lead in the

struggle against
wage control, cuts

and redundancles
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their

their wage claim, the Observer
owners, Atlantic Richfield, have
warned that the paper might be
shut down anyway because of
lack of profitability.

They are demonstrating that
employers are never appeased
by union weakness—they merely
grow more arrogant in their

- demands.

The Times strike gives a
chance to put the boot on the
other foot. The chapels must
fight not to allow any ‘spare
circulation’ to be taken up by
the other papers and to launch

- immediate solidarity action.

Closure of the Times or
Observer must immediately be
met with occupations to defeat
the employers.

Provincial journalists in
London are to be called out on
one day strikes to win a claim
for London weighting. The
chapels have been operating
sanctions since the employers
offered £4 a week—only £2 of
which would not be absorbed.
Journalists at the Kilburn Times
voted for an all-out strike to
defend jobs after management
demanded four redundancies.

Jobs
‘go at
Lucas

Workers at the Lucas
CAV plant in Acton came
back from their annual
holiday to the announce-
ment of more redundancies.

Two  departments  had
already been shut down in the
last few months and the
management have just

- announced the drastic run-down
-of a thid. |

Unit § is part of the parts
and service business, employing.
about 130 people from whom
60 redundancies are now being
demanded. If enough volunteers
are not forthcoming by the end
of September compulsory
redundancies will follow.

Shop stewards have been
told that other sections are also
under review. No worker in the
plant can feel that their job is
safe. |

it is vital that the unions
break from their policy of co-
operation with the run down of
the plant. The - increasing
number of - fascist and racist
attacks and provocations in the
area is partly due to the level of
youth unemployment.

As well as the fight on jjobs,

‘the unions in all of the Lucas

plants must get together to plan
a campaign of action to force
the employer to raise its 10%
wage offer.

At present, Lucas are refus-
ing to negotiate on this figure.

Only if the plants form a com-

bine committee to organise a

‘combine-wide fight will it be

possible to shift them from their
posltlon The present ‘wait and
see’ attitude of some of the
plants can only result in them
becoming demoralised.

ST. BENEDICTS
HOSPITAL

MASS PICKET

| Tuesday 2 September

6pm to 8pm

'St. Benedicts Hospital
Church Lane, Tooting
LONDON SW17

Tube: Tootihg
Broadway

" Refreshments
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A secret legally binding

- no - strike agreement
- between BL and the major

unions is in an advanced

~ state of discussion.

The agreement —which
would finally remove all vestiges
~ of control by BL workers over
- their own demands and negotia-

tions—has been discussed in
~ complete secrecy by the Exec-
utive of the Confederation of

Shlpbulldmg and Engineering

Unions.

- It stems from the attack by
the Tories on the unions but
shows union officials implicated

up to their necks in the most.

vicious attack yet carried out on
‘BL workers.

The ‘no strike’ clause as yet
applies only to strikes called by
the Confed or any strikes called
against ‘federations and associa-
tions of employers

Legally bmdmg

But it also seeks legally bind-
agreement that all disputes

would be referred for decision

to a BL Council made up of top
management of BL and Leyland
Vehicles and full time officials
of the Confed. The BL Council
“shall have the responsibility
~ and authority to ensure that

procedural arrangements are
agreed and maintamed”™.
The - background to the

attack is the dissolving of the
previous BL National Joint
Negotiating Committee which
ceased to exist on August 1 In
line with the document s1gned
by Moss Evans for the TGWU in
April to sell out the Mldlands
strikes.

The document, drawn up
between BL and the Confed
executive, has been named ‘The
Relatlonshl Agreement’.

That relationship 1is as
follows: a Joint Negotiating
Committee (the BL Council)
entirely composed of national
officials appointed by the
Confed; the stamping out of
the Combme Committee by
both the company and the
umons and for a legally enforce-
- able ‘no strike’ clause.

‘The document says:

“The employing Companies
will provide appropriate facilit-
ies for representation and nego-

~_ tiations. The employing Com-

panies will not provide any
facilities for unconstltutronal
trade umomsm . e
“The unions shall take active
steps
mamtam constitutional trade
' unionism among employees and
to . prevent unconstitutional

trade unionism from damaging

the employing Companies .

-~ *“The

their unique responsibilities for
securing the survival and the
-success of the United Kingdom’s
only remaining major auto-

~employers.

wherever necessary to

parties acknowledge

N

Robinson .

motive manufactmrer .o

“The BL Council shall
become responsible for the BL
Procedure Agreement for hourly
paid employees of 29 March
1976; questions arising under

section 6 (Interpretation and

Application) of that Agreement
shall be referred to the Council

for resolution . .. |
“The BL Council shall have

-the responsibility and authority

to ensure that procedural

arrangements are

Companies...

-~ “Employees oovered by 6.2
and 6.3 shall not take
strikes or other forms of indus-
trial action in support of any

claim or dispute between any or
all of the unions and federa-
associations of

tions and

“Since the Agreement has
been freely and voluntarily
entered into by the parties on

behalf of the BL employing

Companies and on behalf of the
employees it shall be mutually
binding in honour and in law
and shall therefore -expressly
form part of the contracts of
employment of those employees
who are covered by its scope .

“Any question of mterpreta- '

BL Combme warnmg

- BL have cracked down

on the Combine Committee
—a committee of senior
stewards which has been
meeting in working hours
for the past 25 years.

. The Chairman, Jack Adams,
and Mick Clark, the treasurer,

. ‘have been given a ‘final warning’

after attending a meeting of the
Combme on August 15.

All those who attended were .

- procedures
employing Companles shall be
referred to the BL Council for

agreed and
maintained in the employing

part in

| attend again,

. more vzctzmzsatzons planned

tion of this Agreement that can-
not be determined within the
adopted by

resolution . ..

" “The unions’ members shall
‘normally be the President of the

CSEU, the General Secretary of

the CSEU and national officials,

to be appointed by the CSEU.

officiat of any wunion not
normally represented
attend a meeting of

national executive committee or
other comporable body.”
The document is not Yyet
signed. It has been discussed in

secret by the Confed executrve |

at two meetings in the. past
three months
meeting was being held this
Wednesday (August 27).
Officials were
planning to reach agreement

without informing the work- | _' .

force.

The agreement would cover
TGWU, AUEW, TASS,

APEX, EETPU,

the
ACTSS,

'GMWU, UCATT and the Boiler-

makers Metalworkers,  Pattern-
makers Furniture, Sheet Metal
Workers and Metal Mechanics

unions.

warned by the company not to

Adams and Clark were
singled out for special treatment
because management claimed

‘they had already received a
> when Derek
sacked - last

‘final warning’
Robinson was
November.

Now management have said

"that a further meeting of the

Combine Committee will lead

‘to their automatic sacking.

O'FISHALL ARRIVES IN PDLAND...

= ulggggonD

the

“Addltronally, one national

may
special
importance at the request of his

and a further

obviously |

Under
another militant mass picket

the Department of Employ-

ment moved with amazing
rapidity to reinstate Phil
Corddell and Richard

. Cleverley hours before the

picket started —an obvious
and clumsy attempt to

~ defuse a situation which was
growing more entrenched
-and bitter by the hour.

- The reinstatements were,
however, hedged around with
“conditions’’.. . The  striking
CPSA members are still out
after being informed by manage-

~ ment that a further five of them
in addition to the two reinstated
are to be disciplined by being.

transferred to other offices from
the Brixton
Benefit Office.
Corddell and Cleverley them-
selves are to be reemployed only
if they accept a final warning.
While management have
been pushed back from a
position of sacking
carte blanche to frame both
men at a time and place of their

- own choosing.
CPSA General Secretary Ken |

Thomas, weighed in with a
vicious witch-hunt against the
SWP (both Corddell and Clever-
ley are members). Thomas
launched an attack on Labour
MPs Stuart Holland and Reg

‘Race for publicising and attend-
ing the mass pickets, He issued -

an all-members circular vilifying
the unofficial strikers and
abu ing the SWP :

the threat of
- that the “hounding

Unemplo'yment |

s they have .

SN
AT
Tty o R

He goes so far as to imply
out” of all
communist militants from the
union must be on the agenda for

- the not-too-distant future.
| Safe in the knowledge that .
wing. NEC .

he has the right
behind him, Thomas is embark-
ing on a campaign to whip into
line all branches and area com-

mittees that have supported the -
Brixton members (now in their
eighth week of unofficial strike

action).
- Whilst Thomas sees to things
within the CPSA, the TUC itself

has taken up the attacks on

"Holland and Race. Fearful of
any link up between the Labour

lefts and workers in struggle Len

Murray has entered the fray

| against stri

with an attack he would never

~ dream of making on Tory MPs,

Holland and Race have

argued that Prior’s law must be

opposed on the streets. All that
the TUC is proposing at® its
Congress is to ‘“monitor” the

Em loyment Bill, to act as a

faithful recorder of the number
of workers arrested in each area.

Thomas’ letter to. the mem-
bership is unprecedented in the

degree of its arrogance and bile.

Amid dismissive references
to “the dafter end of the politic-
al spectrum” he says that groups

- like the SWP have so far been
tolerated, “initially with amuse- .

ment . . . but in recent years,

because of our tolerance, they

have increasingly and totally
unrepresentatively misused the

‘machinery of this union, as a

result of which our name has
sometimes been a Joke in the
trade union movement
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(REETINGS COMRADE, om :
THE RIGHT HERE,YoULL SEE
OUR MAGNIFICENT TRADE

UNION HEADQUARTERS .
\, ~

e ad

chsT, GIEREK

WAS RIGHT— T
' 's ANARCHY !

OUR CONFEREME _

BUT FINALLY—

(.- 1T 15 THE UNANIMOUS VIEW
OF THIS T.HL. DELEGATION THAT
{THE POLISH WORKERS SHOULD
CONTINUE THEIR STRIKES [~

INDEFINITELY !!

AGENDAS .

Csz.cone HOME, O'FISHALL .YOUR
STATEMENT
MADE A Bix
B z IMPACT WITH
| THE MEMBERS

‘Union”
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The letter
entitled ‘““‘A Victory for our

is  ludicrously -

and Thomas uses all
the -italics and underlining
possible in a desperate bid to
prove that industrial action did
not win reinstatement,

After a hard day’s grovel
with his cap clenched firmly
in his hand it must be galling.
for Thomas to realise that it
was determined rank and file
action- that produced the con-
cession.

Lessons

‘Thomas says the CPSA must
be united to continue the fight
against the 100,000 job cuts in

‘the civil service—but he has not

lifted a finger to oppose either

- the cuts already made or those
just around the corner.

CPSA members must draw
out the lessons of this dispute
both in terms of government
and union leadership.

The ‘conditions’ must be
fought all along the line. In
addition Thomas and the nght

wing puppets of the NEC must
‘be kicked out.

In Thomas’ case an immed-

- iate campaign for his resignation

must be initiated in all branches
which have supported Brixton.

At the end of his letter
Thomas. says that he will “shp
back into the faceless role of
General Secretary”. This is one
hit and run merchant who must
not be allowed to creep back
into the sanctity of his cosy
office. -
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(50 HERE'S YouR HOTEL .i'M
SURE ITS UPTo YOUR T.UC.
STANDARDS, EH?

1YOURE ON THE

7 A 50 oG )
‘AS THOSE POLISH
| WRECKERS AREN'T
WORKING, THEY
CAN'T BE FLOODING
BRITAIN wiTH.
THer CHEAP
FOREIGN




While the workers in
Poland struggle against the
dictatorial rule of the

‘Stalinist bureaucracy, the
- TUC packs its bags in pre-

paration for a visit as the
guests of that bureaucracy.

The visit was conceived in
reactionary terms—as an exam-
ination of the Polish economy

‘and the impact of its cheap

-

exports to Britain. -
Now since the strike wave

“erupted bureaucrats like David
- Basnett of the GMWU  are
 justifying the visit by saying
- they will speak to ‘“both sides’.
Yet they will clearly be seen

as the guests of the bureaucracy
and will be used by them to

persuade workers to accept

~ ‘reasonable’ compromises.

There is only oné way to

show solrdarlty with the Polish

It S tlme to sound the alarm' We have only

recéived £367.37 so far this month and we only
have six days to raise nearly £500 if we are to com-
| plete this fund on time.

We cannot stress too much the need to raise the

monthly fund in full. Every penny is needed to

maintain the productron of Socialist Press in a

period of massive inflation. |
Every month that we fall short only stores up
| difficulties for us in the future.

So please rush a donation to us today and

help us in our fight to take policies into the
working class around which we can mobilise -

opposition to the Tory government.

Qur address is:

Socrahst Press Fund, BM Box 527 7
" London WC 1V 6XX

| strikers—break off the visit. An
~ invitation from the Gdansk ship-

yvard - workers would be a

different matter and one which

the. TUC would certainly not
accept in defiance of the puppet
unions in Poland.
- So far the running agamst
the visit has been made by
fanatical antr-commumsts like
Frank Chappell.

Like the Tories, Chappell
sees the visit as a chance to
attack the workers’ states not as

LOBBY THE TUC

ON UNEMPLOYMENT

‘Monday 1 September
at noon

V'Brrghton Centre
BRIGHTON

LOBBY THE TUC
ON DEFENCE OF
TAMESIDE TRADES

, COUNCIL
Wednesday 3. September

Assemble Brighton
Station at noon for_

march to TUC.

- Meeting
Resources Centre,
North Rd., Brighton

-~ 7.30 p.m.

Polish working
- TUC was

.

,,,A YEAR TO PULL TOGETHER FOR A 4
' GREATER BRITAIN”

bureaucratic dictatorships but as
workers’ states. (Chappell after
all runs the least democratic and
most bureaucratic union in the
TUC). '

 Silent

‘The lefts have been silent.
Yet the NUJ executive has

called on the TUC to break off

the visit and send instead a
message of solidarity to the
class. A resolu-
tion to demand this from the

executive on August 22/23.
The TUC must go further.

It should invite the MKS
- (United Strike Committee) to

send a representative to the
TUC and cancel the invitation
to the Polish bureaucracy. o

Demagogy
An MKS delegate could

place before the TUC its.

demands on blacking or

supplies.

The Longshoremen’s black-
ing of Polrsh ships in the United

States is by no means free from

~anti<communist demagogy on

the part of its leadership.

- A sharp line must be drawn
- betwen support for the Polish
workers and support for imper-

ialism.

~ Before blacking is imposed
the workers must be clear it is at
the behest of the Polish strikers.

*TUC—Cancel your

‘fraternal’ . visit to the bureau-

- cracy!

~disapproval,

time meetings,

isit

passed at the NUJ

M |

~ PRIOI

- The TUC Congress 1s
 dominated by one ques-

tion. What opposition,
if any, i1s to be presen-

~ted to .the Thatcher

government?

Outside the conference
workers will be demanding
~action to bring the govern-
- ment |
heavily policed doors the
“bureaucrats of the TUC will
“be wheeling and dealing to

"down. Inside its

produce  a mealy-mouthed
resolution of impotence.
- The Bakers Union resolu-

tion—which at least calls for

bringing down the Thatcher

government—will be buried.

A resolution expressing

promise of no serious action
will - almost ;;ertamly be
passed ~

‘Month of actlon
‘The TUC has a campaign

to unveil. Following the
- Day of Action in May, Len "
Murray and the General -

Council are
‘month of
November.

This will be greeted with
despair by workers facing
onslaughts on jobs, union
rights and wages.

What good will lunch—
poster
and badges do

launching a

parades

against the Tory onslaught‘? |

Nothmg'

efforts of the
Council to bury it.

General

The trades council was dls-ﬂ

affiliated in April for organis-

ing a conference on Ireland in

defiance of the TUC. Since then
a number of trades councils and

the NUJ national conference

have condemned the disaffilia-
tion. The TUC told Tameside
it had no right of appeal.

Now the NUJ executive has

- mandated its TUC delegation to
- follow up that vote by moving
the reference back of the report

on trades councils and‘ challeng-

_mg the drsafflhatron

promised a

shock and a:

action” 1

 Tameside

- TUC responded in suppo |
attack launched by the fascists
~and taken up by the bourgeois

ISTC leader -
‘Gdansk in

South Wales’ if the remain-
der of the plants are closed. -
Yet it is Murray, Sirs and

the rest of them who are
~ auditioning for the part of

. Bill .Sirs

Gierek.
At Adwest Reading, at
- anton and in other

| struggles the bitter results of

the Employment Act are
already being rammed down
the throats of the working
class. Yet in Britain, the
TUC = witch-hunts  the
strikers and pickets. In Ad-
west, the TGWU and AUEW
have refused to give official
backmg to .strikers uphold-
ing basic union rights. |

'On all fronts the TUC
traitors show themselves

- siding with the employers
‘and against the workers.

The Workers Socialist

League calls for a sustained

fight to build a revolution-
ary leadership in the work-
ing class against these
leaders.

We call for mass deflance
of Prior’s laws—not for their
‘monitoring’ by the TUC.
We call -
agamst closures, work shar- -
ing on full pay and for the
forging of the unemployed
and employed together to

- force a general strike to

throw out this hated govern-
ment, -

~ Ireland End
- the gagging

Tamesrde Trades Councnl =
will force its way into the.

TUC agenda despite the

The decision to drsaffrhate -

epitomises the
cowardly role the TUC plays in
support of imperialism.

The Tameside slogan ‘Brmg
the War to Britain’ is not one

.around which to mobilise the

British working class. But the
1t of an

press. They refuse to defend
their cowardly pro-imperialist
‘Better Life for All Campaign’

anywhere where it will meet

with opposition. |
The campaign in support of

Tameside is one of defence of

democratic rights which them-
selves are incompatible with the -

'TUC’s support for British imper- .

ialism.

- BL Convenor

BL is to axe car assembly
at Canley, Coventry, by the

‘end of this week, leaving
4,650 jobs in th.e factory

against 8,000 a year ago.
The move comes as BL ends
production of the Triumph
Spitfire and the Dolomite and
transfers assembly of TR7 to
Solihull.
Canley will continue as an

engine production and adminis-

trative centre only.

WORKERS SOCIALIST
'LEAGUE

'WINSFORD |
- Public meeting
“The Trotskyist answer

to the capitalist crisis”

- Sunday August 31 at
- 730 p.m. -

George and Dragon
- Delamere Street

‘§ agreement
decision.

takes money

~ and
runs

As 1600 workers g0 on the
dole they might spare a thought
for their convenor Eddie .
McGarry. .

McGarry is leading from the

~ front. He has accepted volun-

tary redundancy and is leavmg.f
the factory on Friday.
This leading right winger can

 be added to the long list of
“those who -
- militant policies and then quit .

fought against
to leave the workers to thelr j
fate.
- *A TGWU delegatron met
top BL management . last week

“to press for the recognition of
“Alan Thornett, deputy convenor

at BL’s Cowley  plant. BL

adjourned the meeting without
and delayed a

for occupations

_— ERROA. i el ig T 2mid
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