-

‘__\4%;

'Tory government since the

The most reactionary

1920s will . have  smiled
warmly last week at the
antics of the most servile
TUC Congress in recent
memory. -
But any worker looking for

. N g -~ LY 2 I Y . 4
ted o the Trotsk TR

leadershir in the struggle to

defend " %s and union rights,
hzit tise .ats in >ublic services,
and proicct livir  standards, will
have looked o " aghast as the

"TUC declared - :iself committed

to the “four Cz |
¥ Capitulction to the Tory
antiunion laws. .

* Collaboration with British
employers in pleading for
mport controls and a change of
course by the Thatcher govern-
ment.

* Conrrol of wages and rigid
policng of the union rank and
file in a revamped ‘social

leadership
of the Labour Party. _

In a week of evasion, man-
ocuvie and compromaise, 2 mege
40. minutes was allocated to
discussion on how: to_respond

to Prior’s so-called Employment

Act; which came into full force
on Monday of this week.

' o ,Front_’jal Attack

~ The Act encompasses a fron- -
- tal attack on the closed shop,

picketing rights, the right to
strike, and rights at work: and
it seeks to increase still further
the power of the Tory press
and mass media to influence
union elections, by promoting
postal ballots. |

"Yet no.union had called for

‘the necessary policy of defiance
of the Act and all-out action to -
defeat the Thatcher govern-

ment.

that the resulting composite

~motion passed by the TUC,

vaguely talking of ‘‘a  sustained

~and vigorous campaign of non-

cooperation’ with the Act, was

. so hellow that even the right

- government steps up its offen- -

wing AUEW and EEPTU leaders

-« felt able to vote for it.

Tory Cash

The fact is that AUEW Pres-

Small wonder, therefore, -

.. contract’ nnder the next Labour - - Y
B oo USRS R
T & Callaghan and his right i

~ 'wing cliqgue as the

ident Terry Duffy has already -

made it clear that his union
officials will cooperate with the
Act, and even intend to take

Tory cash to run their postal

ballots! o
Meanwhile, as the bosses’

~ sive against the basic organisa-

‘tions of the labour movement,
the union leaders are looking
for . ways of .defeating

not
Thatcher and driving her from
office, but for ways of forcing

her into a “U-turn”. o
 ~ To do this they have turned

not to a mobilisation of the

millions of workers already suff-
~ering the effects of Tory poli-

cies, but to disillusioned
sections of employers, who may

- be angry that their cash hand-

outs to the Tories have brought
not instant profits but mounging

recession.

TUC -Geheral .Secretary Len
Murray called upon, of all

bodies, the Confederation of |

British Industry to:
‘“come out of its political

Murray |
corner- and face the conse-
quences - for its own members
of the government policies, and
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- join us in getting the govern

ment to think again.>> . =

CBI members had ’:"‘learnéd.

- the hard way” that Tory poli-

 result  of the capitalist crisis,

cies meant cuts in profits and

-cuts in investment, whined
Murray. )
Import Controls

And to show that their
concern for the plight of British
capitalists is. far greater than
their interest in the plight of
the unemployed and those
workers facing speed-up as a

the TUC also pledged itself

even more stridently than

- ~before to a nationalist policy

of import controls to protect
British manufactures -against
“foreign” competition. |

.~ In ease any workers believed ""iof'"“a'{glanned economy”.

for one moment that the TUC
while throwing in the towel on
union rights and jobs would be
willing to fight on the wages
front, the Brighton Congress
proved them three times wrong:

* The standing ovation given
by the platform and the bulk of
delegates to Callaghan’s explicit

call for a new social contract

and five years of wage controls

“under a new Labour government

was backed up by a resolution
to that effect, carried by 5.3
million votes to 3.6 million.

. ¥ Len Murray’s speech
reiterated - that, while opposed

to “crude” (undisguised) wage
restraint, the TUC delegation to
~visit Thatcher in the next few

weeks would discuss pay policy
along- with “anything with any-
body at anytime”—in other
words, would offer a social

- contract to the Tories as well as

a Labour government. o
-+ And while the TGWU cast its

2 million votes against the

“social contract™ proposals,

TGWU leader Moss Evans decl-

ared that he would attend the
TUC talks with Callaghan.

In other words, as their
members battle to defend their

living standards against runaway
inflation, the TUC leadership. ..
~are even now lining up with
- Callaghan to prepare a new full-

blooded five-year . package. of
wage controls under the guise

| Propa‘ganda.

Suéh reactionary moves can
only assist the Tory propaganda
drive - designed

demands™ . are the cause of
mass unemployment, and under-

. Iine the fact that workers will

get no lead from the union
bureaucracy in the pay battles

this winter.
- . .But while they refused to

fight the Tories—with not a
single lead for action in a whole
week of hot air and arm-waving

—the union leaders eagerly
threw their weight behind Calla-

ghan’s bid to restore the domi-

nance of Labour’s right wing.
Callaghan’s lengthy speech,

‘spelling out his unabashed adhe-

rence to the self-same reac-
tionary policies that lost Labour
the ‘1979 election, drew wild

. applause from the platform and

a large majority of delegates—
while others sat in angry silence.
Pulling no punches, Calla-

ghan dwelt at length on the
need not only to uphold but. to

tive?”

- 4 to - persuade
. workers that ‘“excessive pay

extend and tighten up the

:

alld}}zan' |

.

TUC to - restrict picketing and

Congress Backgr |
ElSalvador ...............
Community Councils ?
Berger book reviewed .

'C_onoor-dat drawn up between
.the Labour government and the

strikes during the pay battles

of 1978-79,

“What .we must know is

within what code of discipline
will you (the unions) work, and
how are you to make it effec-

In  particular
suggested that unions should
give powers to “‘special bodies”

Callaghan

to control the actions of the

rank and file and_thus enforce
the reactionary deals struck bet-

ween top-level Labour and TUC

| leadef S. -

Of ‘course there is no way
that such deals could be main-
tained if the membership of the
unions or the Labour Party were
able to express their feelings in

a democratic way. -

" This is why the Callaghan.
gang

has consistently set its

ound .......
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mined not to lose their control
~of the rank and file'on which
their power

and  privilege
depends. ,
- The standing ovation for
Callaghan makes it clear that the
prospects of a majority of

union block votes being cast in
favour of the Party reforms on -

the election of the leadership
and control of the Manifesto
are minimal.

- United

In their capitulation to That-

‘cher and their search for a new

social contract, the TUC leaders
Labour’s right wing stand united

- against the interests and indep-

face against the democratic
reforms. to the Party constity-

tion proposed by the left wing,
and why he has been supported
in this by a growing body of

worried trade union leaders.

More Afraid

The ' union bureaucrats are

- far mote afraid of the strength

and militancy of their members

~than they are of the Tory

government. They are deter-

endent  struggles of their
members on the shop floor of
industry, in the public sector

and on the growing dole queues.

The fight to stop the Tory
offensive requires above all the
struggle for' a new, principled
revolutionary leadership 'in the
working class, =

The Brighton Congress,
which itseif has done nothing
to advance the class struggle, has
at least served to underline this
harsh fact.

We urge workers seeking a

way forward against the Tories

to join with Socialist Press supp-
orters and the Workers Socialist

“League in the struggle to build
‘such a leadership. .

- - ———a - A . —
- T d Te
. . . ‘-
- . sms A . . -
w Y . . 3 ST ~
N s 2 M " Lt 5 . o 25y
pis-. 3 N P 0 R

£ Wt

S ' = . -y vy
. N : * . . . - . . - 'l.' '.. -~ - . - o
. ’ oLt S . .. T P VR Ry <A WLy e .
. . . . - S . . - - PR P Pats > S .o T .
. . - : . . . " - L. S T el S L 4 .
S e P T T - A vy 3 A e o7y e T - gy o N F o Ptk 3
* L s o . o A : SRR N ST, By N T N S T T R IXWEL S & . “AEAA :

= . T
. . \ S
R e T .




"the  Polish
makes possible a much

oo, —— -
T = A B At St e

AT N V- S BRI TR e SR S B — B
P s wf v e Aaw e R - e

RPN S

L4 LR N AT s AT R e Ty e
bR S e L

R Vi
*WW...  tem v . Aaia

[FREEEIPRIENICS S I P
¥

The publication of the

full agreement as signed by .

both the Central Strike
Committee in Gdansk and
government

closer analysis.

Tt is at once clear that while

major gains have been made by
the strikers, the bureaucracy is
seeking means to manoeuvre in
order to limit these gains and
later eradicate them altogether.

Yet the continued militancy

of growing sections of Polish
‘workers have already cut off

one line of attack- by  the
bureagucrats—which  was to

attempt to restrict the new -

independent unions to specific
geographical areas around the
Baltic ports. -

Conceded ‘

The agreerﬁe'nt specifically

concedes the right to form
independent unions: =~
“It is considered useful to

‘establish © new . self-governing

trade unions to be an authentic
representative of the working

class.” |

These, it is conceded, will be

established by the Central Strike

Committee. This is important
because in Gierek's- first offer
the elections would have been
organised by ‘the state-run offi-

cial unions—as in the case of the
elections that followed the 1970

strikes, .
~ Now the strike committees

can choose whether to become

“the founding committees of

the new self-governing unions” -

or to operate as workers™ coun-
cils or committees.. |

deal ~with. The agreement
specifically - - states  that the

~ unions “will not play the role of
~ a political party”. |

“The. new trade

key decisions determining the

living conditions of working

people. . |
“The principles of distribu-

‘ting the national income for
consumption and accumulation,

the distribution of the soci
consumption fund for various
purposes (heatth protection,

education, culture), the  basic

principles of remuneration and

~ wage policies, and particularly

the principle of automatic wage
correction in conditions of infla-

tion, long term economic plans,

investment and prices policies.

To discuss these topics the

rackdown on Corsican militant

‘The arrest of a Corsican
nationalist, Leonelli, and his
subsequent confessions have
led to the imprisonment of
scores of nationalist mili-
tants in the island itself and

| in Marseilles.

“This . police

intelligence services, has created

severe turmoil amongst the diff-

erent opposition forces in the

island.

Reactionary

As usual, all the reactionary .

newspapers—most  prominent
the Nice-based Nice Matin—have
triggered a vicious witchhunt
against Corsican nationalists,
calling for reinforcements to be
gsent to an istand already satur-
ated with police squads, army
units and
brigades.
The press has branded those

nationalists who have confessed
involvement in  the
bombings—none of which has -

their

killed anyone—as ‘‘terrorists”
and “psychopathic killers™.

At the same time, the

“clans’™—the traditionally
powerful class of Corsican land-

o he unions
~ should have real possibilities for
publicly giving their opinion on

| operatié,n, |
masterminded by the French

special branch’

unions will have their ~own
publications. -

But it is clear that future

struggles will take place both

over action on such questions,

and over the attempt by the

bureaucracy to limit the poli-

tical development of the

workers in their new organisa-

tions. ,
Gone Beyond

Indeéd, workers have already
gone well beyond these restric-
tions by having displaced Gierek

and - many other bureaucrats,
by fighting on for further

changes in management and in
government, and by having, for
the first time in a Stalinist state,
forced the: release of political
prisoners by mass strike action.

The agreement safeguards
the interests of the bureaucracy
when it declares that “Censor-
ship should protect the interests

of the state’’ and specifically
of its “economic secrets”. And
- the only unambiguous para-

graphs conceding access to the

media are in relation to the
Church. | |

But another clause suggests

that the matter will by no

mecans rest there, since it con-

~cedes that:

“The necessity 'was ‘stressed
of full respect for the freedom

of expression of convictions in

public and professional life,”
The Central Strike Com-
mittee = shows its political

strength in the demands it has -

incorporated into the agreement

to benefit the poorer peasants.

Clauses relating to access to

equipment and ensuring profit-
able production for poor pea-

1 Lol S.. . santsare included. .
“:: .. Theright to strike isguaran- .- . =~ .
7. teed—asit was for a short period,

~ after the- struggles of 1956.

©~ But the chief restriction on

. the new' unions is the sybject.
‘matter they are to be allowed to

Alliance

~ While there is oﬁf. course a -
danger that rich peasants could
emerge as the basis of a restora-

tionist movement seeking to
overturn nationalised property

“in Poland, the danger would be

far greater if the workers-do not
seek to establish a firm alliance
with the poorest. layers of

_peasants, offering them a way
forward against the Stalinist
“bureaucracy.

Much of the agreement
focusses on economic demands,

some of which, as in the case of |

pensions, go much further than

 simple economic concessions.

" The strikers have extracted a

pledge, for instance, “‘ensuring”

an adequate number of places
will be provided at creches and
kindergartens “for children of

- working women’’

Other demands relate to
improved housing, a shorter
working week and more holi-

owners and businessmen—have

launched a campaign ‘‘protes-
ting against violence” but whose
‘real aim is two-fold.

Firstly the two main clans,
Rucca Serra and - Giaccobbi,
acting under orders from the
French ruling class will exploit
every bombing to denounce the
“aqutonomists” and the *‘anti-
French” elements. =~ |

And secondly -they will try

“and minimise the impact of the

economic recession on their
followers and allies—the petty
bourgeoisie, shopkeepers, hotel
owners—whose illusions in the

clans as protectors of their

interests are rapidly decreasing.
As for the left parties-—-CP,
SP and CPU {(legal autonomists)

p—their demands for the past

decade have posed no real threat
to French domination in the

island.

Reforms

Their demands have merely

been limited to puny reforms
- which they hoped the French

ruling class would grant in
order to whittle down any
growing opposition.

On the contrary the French .

‘however

day S,

pointed out that the only way
the economic concessions can
be paid for is through increases
in productivity.

Such a “solution” tacitly
accepts the continuation of
bureaucratic control and mis-
management in Poland, and the

continued isolation of Poland

and the deformed and degene-

- rated workers states from the
advanced capitalist economies.

. But this is also the starting

point of the Gdansk agreement.

he central strike committee

‘ironically joins with the bureau-
cracy -in a final plea for greater

effort by the working class;
‘“MKS [Central Strike Com-

mittee] appeals to workers affi-
liated to it to proceed after the

end of the strike with actions to

increase productivity, conserve
materials and energy, and a

sense of discipline at every
workplace, co-operating to this

~effect with the managements

of enterprises, work establish-
ments and institutions.” |

The British Commim-iSt

 Party, itself a Stalinist
party, -haS';'lined_ up caut- .
- jously’ with the Polish Stali--

nist bureaucracy against the
independent struggles of the
working class.

. The caution is the result of =
~ the CPGB’s ostensibly “indep-

endent’” Eurocommunist posi-
tions, and its desire to keep well

in with the liberal petty bour-
geois

Party daily Morning Star pres-

ented a position that while

appearing to support the strikes
in practice led- workers back
towards the Gierek bureaucracy.

Back to Work
- At each turn by the bureau-

cracy aimed at getting the stri-
kers back to work with only

~ limited gains, the Morning Star
supported the steps taken by
- Gierek. ‘

"On August 20, an editorial
declared support for Gierek’s

bourgeoisie in alliance with local
capitalists has reacted arro-
gantly, dismissing every demand
minimal, formulated
by the reformists. |
Even under pressure from

. their own base those reformists

and Stalinists are still stead-
fastly refusing to mobilise the
working class and overthrow
French domination.

Instead they have made
semantic ‘changes in their rhet-

“oric and, for the first time,
‘even dared use words like

“autonomy’’. "

But words like ‘‘indepen-
dence” will still be banned
from their speeches and resol-
utions.

Their allies, the CPU, profess

openly their allegiance to
France and after their last
' congress in  August, were

- warmly congratulated by the

daily Le Monde for their ‘cour-
ageous stand’.
The only group to pose a

threat to French domination in
the island is the National Front

for the Liberation of Corsica
(FLNC). -

Recruiting mainly among
rural nationalists (i paesani) the
Front enjoys suppost from the

- While the Tory press in.
general supports the settlement
and the extension of new loans -
to prop up the tottering Polish
bureaucracy, the capitalists have

~concessions. o -‘
- The Star had no complaints
~with this. Indeed August 29

friends in Britain who - * the “Polish

" oppose the cruder dictatorial
measure of the Stalinist regime.
- This is why the Communist

- substantial
Morning
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Women shipyard workers in Gdansk

‘ (,all for a solution through
“‘discussion and dialogue, com-

promise and agreement™ decl-

aring that: -

. “Any other _course would
only make worse an already
difficult {!] situation.”
-~ No Support -~
‘The Star also—forgetting

about the huge new bank loans
“on the way-—complained - that
authorities and
- people” had received no support
from the British establishment.

The next day the Star
printed  Gierek’s  speech—in
which he confined his offers to

a few economic concessions and

a call to the official unions to

~change. He also attacked the |

alleged role of “‘anti-socialist

- groups’ .

‘But a week later Gierek was
forced to make much more
concessions. The
- Star  obediently
folowed him-—describing his
August. 24 speech as ‘‘momen-
tous’. .

But -Gierek was still offering

only new elections in the offi-

cial unions, as well as economic

working class and the p'casahtry. |

And it is for this reason that
the French ruling class had been
increasingly strengthening the

forces of repression, precisely

to sever that link between the
Corsican population and the
Front. - \ -
Despite a  well-planned
‘campaign of bombing and- sabo-
tage, the Front has achieved
very little. e
Their acts of violence against
military or commercial targets

have left the ruling class
unscathed. | -
They have become mere

routine operations, and don’t

even help the Front to score
political gains.

Apparently in their

communiques to the press or. -

leaflets to the population the
nationalists dont bother to
explain the political significance
of their acts. o
- Of course their main objec-

tive is the overthrow of French

domination. But so. far they
have not claimed adherence to
any political line. ]

Rouge, weekly paper of the

Revolutionary Communist

~ League (LLCR) recently claimed
to have received a copy of the
-Front’s paper. Ribellu, where
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~ saw a half page article by CP
--Industrial organiser Mick Cost-

ello extolling the role of “Trade

Unions Under Socialism™.
Costello welcomed ““the tone

of Comrade Gierek’s

Poland, and for those in the
Soviet Union: -

*“We must express. our conf-
idence in the ability of the

Polish working class, its union

['] government and P.UW.DP,
[Polish CP]

“It . i1s°  against this
background that it is impera-

tive for our trade union move-
ment to strengthen its relations.
with the unions in the Socialist

countries.”

| Ceneral' Strike

Costello’s - statements were

- written well before the Polish

government had conceded inde-
pendent trade unions: indeed

the front outline'd. t.heir Iprog-

ramme and tasks.

They correctly demand the
expropriation of all land belon-
ging to French colonialists; but
nevertheless they do not extend
the agrarian reform to the land

‘owned by local clan chiefs and

businessmen. ,

The Front also stresses the
need to.build a society where all

forms of exploitation would be
eliminated. o

. This will remain an abstract
formula without a full political
programme of  transitional
demands. |

- No Campaign

The Front also regularly

~greets “‘all brothers in prison”

victims of French repression—

but without organising a poli-
tical campaign for their release.
The solidarity organisations,

grouping prisoners’ families,

have limited objectives and can
only provide moral support for

the prisoners. |

- Like its political opponents,
the Stalinists and = reformists,
the Front

. . spea:h,", .
and clearly declared his support
" both for the official unions in .~

; to overcome the
~ difficulties that have arisen in
~ this ¢context.”

uses dangerous
concepts like “national unity’>

they come at a time when there
~ was a developing General Strike
movement in Poland based on

just such a“_d'emand,‘_ o

e R

ConﬁdenCéN

" If the British CP had had
their way, Polish workers would

have simply gone back to work
without the Gdansk deal, welco-

ming ‘the tone. of Comrade

L .
.
Sk
.o
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Gierek’s speech’” and -expressing. |

“confidence’’ in their Stalinist

bureaucratic rulers.
In this context the British

- CP gave its full support to the.

planned TUC visit to the “offi-

cial” Polish unions. o
Polish workers have shown

in practice their contempt for

such bureaucratic monstrosities
posing as unions: in supporting
‘their struggles, British workers
should draw the appropriate
political conclusions about seli-

styled “Communists” who pret-
erred the status quo under
Gierek. |

s

'.den)king the existence of a class
struggle.
At the same time it never

“uses the world “socialism” clai-
- ming that “the people are not

teady yet™’. | -
Finally ‘its major weakness

remains its determination to act

as an underground otganisation.

It does not see the need to

operate openly in order to |

reach the organised labour
movement in Corsica and in
France itself. -

It does not see the need to

‘give a political structure and

political education to its cadres
in order to build a revolutionary
party. S <

the Liberation of Corsica cannot
create conditions for liberation
from French domination.
Making a break from dead-
end guerillaist tendencies, and
armed with a full, political prog-

ramme of transitional demands,.

it should take the struggle into

the French labour movement.

Without these ‘basic require- .
- ments, the National Front for

Only in' this way can Cor-.

sican militants bring fo an end

oppression.

200 years of exploitation and
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WITH BOSSE

The principal forces of
the left in El Salvador,
unlike those in Nicaragua,
developed around and out
of Stahmsm

Important
radicalised by the crisis of
Christian Democracy in the
late 60s and egrly 70s—but
these were largely concentrated
in the peasantry and student
movement.

The leading
guerilla forces and mass organi-
sations set up in the mid-70s
were primarily dissidents from
the Commumst Party of El
Salvador (PCS).

Since #s establishment in
1930 the PCS has remained an
unremarkable and stoically pro-
- Moscow Stalinist organisation.
- But nearly 50 years of
illegality have prevented it from
exploiting to the full its
projected alliances with the
‘natlonal bourgeoisie’ in order

to ‘develop the forces of pro-
duction’, institute bourgeois
democracy and ease the tiny,
super-exploited neo-colonial
state mto socialism on the back
of ‘industrialisation’.

Natio nalistic

The founder of the PCS,
Agustln Farabundo Marti, is
today celebrated for

campaigning alongside Sandino
in Nicaragua.

Yet it is rarely, if ever,
mentioned that Marti broke
with Sandino over the ‘merely
nationalistic, and non-
revolutlonary nature’ of his
struggle against the US marines.

Marti was executed the
following year after the
disastrously-led 1932 insurrec-
tion, and the FPL guerillas
have adopted- his name in their
full title, evoking the ‘inter-

A fter a recent street rzot

elements were

cadros of .the ~

Second in a series of background articles by Don Flint
on the left wing groupings currently engaged in the

struggles in El Salvador.

Last week’s article looked at the general lines of policy
of the Mass Revolutionary Coordination {CRM) formed on
February 28, and its parallels with the Nicaraguan FSLN.
This week attention is focussed on the Communist Party.

- ———

nationalist example’ of his
decision to join Sandino, rather
than that in his criticism and
subsequent break from

Sandino’s narrow nationalism.

Thus one of the few positive

lessons yielded by the early

Salvadorean communists has
been cast aside and Mart?
memory and myth utilised in
much the same manner as is
Sandino’s. |

In 1969 the PCS formed
the Democratic National Union
(UDN) and joined with the
MNR and Christian Democrats
in forming the National

Opposition Union (UNO) in a

fruitless effort to contest the

elections that had been
traditionally rigged by the army
since it came to power in 1931.
The platform of UNO was
for minimal reforms and ‘greater
democracy’; it posed no threat
to the ruling oligarchy and had
nothing to offer the masses

bar abject confusion, monstrous

ilusions, and cul-de-sac absten-
tionism from all polls except
that m 1972,

By the time UNO had self-
righteously and indignantly
withdrawn from the 1977 presi-
dential poll, the alliance was
already a dead duck and the
PCS in tatters as a result of a
series of splits.

The first of these, in 1969,

resulted from the party’s open
support for the military mvasion
of Honduras which came to be
known as the ‘Football War’
but in fact stemmed from the
overspill of large numbers of
Salvador’s . many . migrant
workers and nationalistic rivalry
within the Central American
Common Market.

However, the loss of many
of its most experienced cadre
did not deter the CP from
pursuing its popular front
strategy of seeking alliances

with the capitalist class..
Enriched

As late as the Spring of
1979 it celebrated the tenth
anniversary of the founding of
UNO as ‘enriching the popular

movement’ with its programme

-that
“voiced the democratic
aspirations and structural

changes required by the great

majority of the people, grouped

them behind it, and forced a
polarisation i the electoral
confrontation . . .” (El PCS
Celebro Su Septimo Congreso,
May 1979 p.3)

In case the lessons of this
strategy were lost on its suppor-
ters the Central Committee spelt

SEE
i:& '<'

El Salvador poor.: no common interest wzth bosses

them out explicitly

“The bourgeois democratic
path to solving the political
crisis has today to be an
inseparable part of substantial
socio-economic reforms . . .
(1b|d) | L

“The practlcal consequence of
such positions was the call for
‘anti-fascist unity’ for ‘the
removal of the fascists from the

government’ (ie ‘fascist
individuals from the
government, not the

government itself) (PCS leaflet,
18 June 1?79 p.4)

This required the

“steadfast struggle of the
workers, of the people in
general, of all democratic
sectors, -led calmly (serena-
mento) and i unity, without
sectarianism or adventurism, to
erect the solid barrier capable

of stopping the fascists. (PCS

leaflet, 1 May 1978 P4.)
. It was therefore, perfectly

logical for the CP to enter the

colonels’ junta in October 1979
taking five cabinet positions

(ministries of labour, education,

economy and the presidency).

The experience was totally

disastrous, even in the PCS’ own
terms. Its political credibility
crumbled as government troops

- slaughtered hundreds of workers

and peasants with the implicit
stamp of approval of the ‘party
of world proletarian revolution®
and in the cause of ‘greater
democracy’.

CP ministers were kldnapped
and held hostage by striking
workers, and in the face of total
disintegration the PCS scurried
out of government along with
the social democrats early in
January 1980.

By the end of the month,
still operating under the name
of the UDN, the party had
joined the Mass Revolutionary
Co-ordination (CRM)

“announcing 1its entry with the

ominous headline: “unstoppable
advance of Popular Unity.”

Marriage Broker

The CRM was described as
the -
“first step in the construc-
tion of a broad front of
popular forces against the
military dictatorship . . . which
demonstrates the maturity
attained by the revolutionary
oiganisations and
popular movement in general”,

(Voz Popular, 122 21 January

1980 p.1)

The role of the CP as

fnarnage broker for the popular
front is in itself unsurprising
but its principal achievement

.

by the

has been to overcome the
distrust and outright opposition
of the ‘revolutionary left’.

It is reported that within
the CRM the CP is still treated
as ‘rightist’ despite the fact

‘that- its leading light, Jorge

Shafik Handel, has  gained a

place on the Unified Revolu- |

tionary Leadership (DRU)-the
centralised guerilla command,
ostensibly the radical arm of the
alliance (ie roughly analogous to
the Nicaraguan FSLN high
command compared to the
broad political front).

The right wing orientation is
borne out in the PCS’ desperate
scarch for international allies
which almost outstrips the
bourgeois effort in this quarter,
declaring that it is ‘“‘necessary
to gain the friendship and aid™

of the right wing Venezuelan
regime (which actively supports

and arms the junta) and

~ “‘at least get the benevolent
neutralism of the Costa Rican
government . . . despite the
anti communist attitude of

President Carazo.” (UDN leaflet

undated, Spring 1980).

Victim of right-wing violence

'Sitting on the D_RU with -
Shafik is Salvador . Cayetana

Carpio (*Marcial’), who
Commander of the Popular
Liberation Front (FPL). and a

leading member of the Popular.
'Revolutlo nary Block (BPR), and

one of the principal figureheads
of the Democratic Revolutio-
nary Front (FDR).

Veteran

Cayetano, a man in his 60s,
18 a veteran militant, a union
leader of many years standing
and, until 1970,
general of the PCS.

- It was Cayetano who led the
split in 1980 to form the FPL
in 1971 and the BPR in 1975,

The critiques of the PCS

made by these forces ostensibly
go beyond mere guerillaism
and therefore deserve some
scrutiny.

In next week’s Socmlzst Press

we will examine them m some
detall

secretary
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Last week’s TUC
Congress debate on military
disarmament highlighted the
attempts of reformism to
defend British imperialism,
through ~ politically
disarming the working class.

The Congress motion on
peace and disarmament called o
on the general council to take a
new initiative to alert the trade
union movement and the public
to the need for abolishing

nuclear weapons and for redu-

cing arms spending in general,

It went on to call for a.

Around 100 trade union-

‘ists and socialists joined a

~ vociferous lobby of the
TUC on Wednesday deman-
;dmg the reinstatement of
 the disaffiliated Tamesnde
“Trades Council.

Shouting  “Troops- Out,
Tameside In’’, they marched on

the Congress from the rail
station and harangued delegates -

during the lunch break.
Tameside was struck off the

- TUCQC’s list of recognised Trades

Councils: for the ‘“crime” of
convening a labour movement
conference on Ireland with
republican speakers.

. But the lobby took place a
full 24 hours after the NUJ
delegation had ratted on its
mandate to demand a reference.
back of the section of the TUC
General Council Report which

endorsed the Tameside disaffi-

lation.

The NUJ Annual Delegate -

Meeting in April had con-
demned the TUC move. The
union’s delegation to the TUC
had designated ‘left’ talking full
time official Mike Bower to
move the reference back.

But as the crucial clause 88
of the TUC Report was reached

in the morning of Tue¢sday,

Bower and his fellow delegates

raised not a whisper. |
Conference President Terry

Parry eagerly moved on—and

the disaffiliation of Tame31de
went by ‘on the nod’.
Questioned later by angry
lobbyers NUIJ delegates
professed ignorance that the
section of the Report had been
taken—even though it was
clearly = scheduled for that

morning.
Of course the likelihood of

this being a simple “mistake™

is negligible: © nobody gets
elected as a delegate to the TUC
without being well-versed in
following  through  Annual
Reports in union conterences.

The fact is that the delega-
tion clearly had no wish to raise
the issue of Tameside and
avoided doing so—in defiance of
their own mandate.

As a result. the TUC has set
a substantial precedent in muzz-
ling labour movement debate on
Ireland —and hung a threatwover

every Trades Councﬂ for the

next period.

The campaign for the rein-
statement of Tameside however
has won the support of over 46
Trades Councils and dozéns of
union branches.

It must continue to press

' for the ending of labour move-

ment censorship on the Irish
war and to oppose bureaucratic

- moves to “‘reorganise” Tameside

Trades Council.

The reformist
| dream of “‘peace”

o

future Labour government to be
committeed to cancel the

£5billion Trident missile order,
to remove US Cruise missiles

from Britain, and to use savings
from a cut in defence spending

for relieving youth unemploy-

ment.
In moving this vague and
toothless motion, TGWU

delegate Larry Smith urged that
the Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament - (CND) be “revita-
ltased™

NUM President Joec Gormley

seconded. Pointing to moves by

the NUM leadership to organisc
an International conference of
mineworkers’ unions on pcace

3ACK INTO FRAGHE

Despite the fact that
about 1,500 people turned
up to the Beyond the Frag-
ments conference in Leeds

“on 30th August, a large

majority felt that the left
was as much if not more
fragmentéd by the end of
the day.

Most of these 1,500 seemed
to be graduated students from
the era of the 1968 radicalisa-
tion now cosily placed in prof-
essional posts, with time to
patronisingly reflect on the fate
of the working class.

The structure of the confer-
ence, such as it was, consisted
of initial and concluding plenary
sessions interspersed with work-
shops on a number of fairly
abstract topics. |

But what characterised the
workshops above all, was their
complete lack of concern over
the present economic and polit-
ical situation in Britain.

declared that the

and disarmament, Gormley

“should be willing to give a

lead to convince the people of

the world that only peace can
guarantee the future of man-
kind”

The working masses of the
world, including the British
workmg class, need no con-
vincing of the necessity for

peace. They nced a fighting.

programme that shows the way
forward in the struggle for

-peace and plenty.

The reformists of the labour
movement, both left and right,
together with the Stalinists,
offer no such programme,

No one seemed to be inte-

rested in fighting the Tories or

opposing sackings and cuts
services. Instead these ‘‘socia-

lists” slipped gently into the,

utopian construction of ‘radical

alternatives’ to existing institu-

tions.

A workshop of the We]fare
State produced comments to
the effect that the working class
was not prepared to defend
threatened hospitals because
they were ‘alienated from them’
and would rather go without!

Another “socialist™’
remarked that strikes were an
unimaginative form of struggle
and were now outmoded. Pres-
umably workers ought to take
up street theatre instead!

The emphasis was all on
consciousness: the need to get
across to the working class
the message that capitalism is

not in their interests and that

socialism is a possible alterna-
tive.
Until such time as the

unions

What they do offer is the
criminal illusion that capitalist
militarism can be - destroyed
without a socialist revolution.

Just how this pie-inthe-sky

dream is to be fulfilled is not
spelled out.

~ But the reformist calls for
disarmament and peace do not
only fail to give a practical
way forward. They are in fact
an attack on the political
independence ot the working
class. .

They seek to turn the
working class away from its
historic task of overthrowing
the decaying capitalist system of
oppression and exploitation.

delegates duck
eside fight |

working class manages to cotton
on to the fact that it is getting
a rough deal from the Tories,
the Beyond the Fragment-ers
will be satisfied with mulling
over the problems of alienation
and ‘lack of communication’.

Naturally the Communist
Party ‘peaceful roaders’ fitted

in perfectly with this scheme—
their positions indistinguishable
from those of the conference

organisers.

This was ironic, since the,

conference’s refusal to discuss
any practical struggle against the
Tories was accompanied by
deep  hostility to Leninist
groups. |

~ One WSL comrade was
actually barred from speaking,
and more tellingly perhaps, the

“Right to Work Campaign, which
spent the entire day shaking

buckets to collect money for
their ~march, came up.with a
meagre £35 by the end. ‘
The final plenary session,
which appeared to be arranged
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In place of international
working' class solidarity against
world imperialism and its war
machine, the reformists put
forward national class collabora-
tion in defence of “British”
interests.

Militarism

Militarism and wars are Just
as much the products of capita-
lism as unemployment, starva-
tion and military-police

dictatorships. To call on the

bourgeoisie to lay down its

‘arms is as utopian as asking

the capitalists to hand over
their plunder to the exploited
masses.

Capitalism rests on
production ‘for private profit.
The main productive forces are
held by powerful monopoly
cliques (banks, multinationals)
Capitalist states are pliant tools
in the hands of these cliques.

The magnates of monopoly
capitalism stand above the offi-

cial organs of state power

(government, . courts, armed

- forces), controllmg these organs

from their commanding heights
in the economy. ~

The . opportunist
burcaucrats scurry around the

footstool of state power, crea-

ting support for it within the
working class.

The mmperialist powers and
their agents are armed to the
teeth in order to protect the
power and profits of monopoly

‘capital.

The growth of class struggle

and the sharpening of rivalries

between capitalist nations under
the impact of economic crisis
are the driving forces in the
current military build-up.

Revolution :

~ Without working  class
revolution that tears state power
and domination of the economy

from the hands of monopoly

capital, wars are inevitable.
Calling for disarmament
without linking it to the socia-

list revolution is not just uto-

pian. In the hands of reformists
and Stalinists it is a weapon

. aimed at blocking the necessary
- preparation. for the working

class ‘revolution, at paralysmg
the revolutlonary will of "the
working class and demoralising

it in the face of a supposedly

all-powerful bourgeoisie. .
In order to disarm the
bourgeoisie, the working class

so as to cut out any contribu-
tions from the floor, did include

a report on the 51tuatlon in

Poland. 4

The conference organisers,
after abusing the revolutionary
left for its allegedly authorita-
rian and rigid organisation,
bureaucratically produced a
statement on Poland, to which
no amendments were admitted.

While listing a number of
oppressed groups in Poland, the
statement neglected any
mention of gay oppression,

much to the anger of the gay

groups at the conference.

The Feminists were equally
outraged at the lack of any
discussion of patriarchy at the
centre of the conference agenda.

Parents were also irate,
about the lack of su1table creche
facilities.

So the conference ended,
with most people feeling frusts-
ated or angry about some aspect
of it, and with no constructive
practical policies for the future

labour

- struggle,

must'b’e- anhed-and led in an

insurrection to seize state

power

The workmg class will have
to remain armed to protect its
dictatorship from capitalist,
counter-revolution and so pave
the way for planning and orga-

nising the economy to meet the

needs of the people, not the
profits of the bourgeoisie,
Only the wunfolding of

workers revolution on a world

scale—including the overthrow:
of the Stalinist bureaucracies
in the degenerated and
deformed workers’ states—can
lay the basis for world disarma-
ment and peace on the basis of

material plenty possible under

planned world economy.

Obstacle

To " achieve the workers’
revolution, a revolutionary prog-

ramme and leadership must
first. be built in the working
class. An immediate obstacle to

this is the slogan of disarma-
ment peddled by the reformists

and Stalinists. |
- Revolutionaries must flght
for a programme of transitional -

demands around the question of

capltahst militarism to be taken

" up in the workmg class.

The first condition for a ° 4

successful fight by the advanced
workers against the grip of the
existing leadership over the
working class, is that they be

- armed with such a programme.
*No to the armaments
programme! No cuts in public -

services! For a massive job-
creating programme of useful'
public
under workers’ control.
*Nationalise the arms and
nuclear industries and their

suppliers  under  workers’
control. |
*Build workers defence

‘squads. against police, army and
fascist attack,

*Disband the  capitalist
armed forces (including US
armed forces in Britain). For a
workers militia,

*No secret di lomacy .

*Build independent workm
Elass action in support of mass
struggles against world imperia-
lism, and in defence of the
degenerated and deformed

workers states. British troops 3

“out of Ireland.
*Prepare a general strike to
bring down the bosses govern-

ment of Thatcher. For a
workers government,

TS

having been discussed.
The only proposal from the

organisers was to have more of |

the same—yet another conf-
erence. Not surprisingly, only
about half of those present
showed any interest in another
day of hot air and bull-shit.

If the conference achieved
anything, it must have been to
increase the demoralisation of
some of the people there who
were interested in fighting the
cuts and the Tories.

The “Socialists”’ from whom
one might have expected some
ideas about revolutionary
scemed to . have
conceded the fight already, and
moved off to cloud cuckoo
land instead. -

Fortunately the working

class does not have to rely on

these forces for leadership, but
must otrganise in the labour
movement with those who are

willing to fight the Tories rather

than spin dreams and do
nothing. |

works and services
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Congress_ background

by John Lister

Parade
of the
 poseurs

The farcical nature of
the ‘“‘debates”
TUC Congress was epit-
omised in Wednesday's
discussion on economic
policy.

An almost uninterrupted
stream of General Secretar-

ies and full-time officials
§ vied with each other-in their
~ efforts to louse up the del-

ivery of speeches carefully

drafted for them by res-

earch departments, while
lay delegates sat impotent,

- mandated only to stay silent

and raise their hands

politely as instructed.

Cock-up of the day must

" be Terry Duffy's demand —

in the midst of a boring and
reactionary speech which

confirmed beyond doubt

that he is no more than the

creature of the Tory press -

that:
‘“We must offer these

young people unemploy-
ment.”’

In fairness to Duffy, of
course, it is quite true that
the policies of Callaghan
eagerly
applauded the day before
would certainly ensure that

‘a returned Labour govern-
- ment would offer youth and

workers still more unem-

ployment. But this is not

what he meant to say.

ISTC General Secretary
B|I[ Sirs also let the eat out
of the bag. Professing
concern about democracy,
he leapt to his feet to sec-

~ond an amendment by the

EETPU on the Common
Market,

the EEC, and called slmply
'forareferendum o

“My union has no policy

on this”, confessed Sirs,

who, nothing daunted, went
on to put his own personal B
~view instead !

Perhaps the lack of an
ISTC policy is linked with
the decision of Sirs and the
ISTC bureaucracy to cancel
the union’s conference this
year in order to dodge the
hostility of the members to

the wholesale sell-out of

‘jobs after the marathon
strike last Spring?

‘pla’ ons

Jay members
at the

which deleted a
- statement of opposition to

Watching this bizarre
display of TV rhetoric,
synthetic breast-beating
and theatrical arm-wav-
ing was a mixed bag of

delegates — ranging
fror~ . the = expected
of full-time
officials to an angry
handful of unsuspecting
getting

their first nauseating

glimpse of how TUC

Congresses are fixed.
While some delegates sat

smugly through the pro-

ceedings watching their

fellow bureaucrats or their
~heroes at work, others were
~more_busy in the bars and
nearby  putting

on - the
greens. Others held court
with the leading right and
‘left’ wing  Labourites
hawking for support in the
Labour Party conference.

But there was, in most
cases little else that deleg-
ates could do. Meetings
prior to the Congress had

-generally mandated every

PIRRIR

R

...............

delegation — and had selec-
ted which delegates were

empowered to speak on any
issue. Chairman Terry Parry

knew he should not call
anyone else.

So from that pomt on-
wards, the role of a lay del-
egate in the TUC was simply
to spectate, while officials
make their
speeches and  burcauocrats
“cast the card votes.

To help delegates while
away the week, the bureau-
cracy had in many instances
offered them lavish accomo-
dation and expenses.

£30 per mght

Hotel rooms at £30 or
more per -night were not
uncommon; but on top of
this, sumptuous lunches and
suppers were provided or
paid for by the unions; and
for those delegates who
could manage more, there

was a seemingly endless

round of union functions,

'Wlth unlimited free drmks

........

R
i

rehearsed:

Q_Scenes from the TUC (clockw:se)
“Boyd, Laird and Duffy (AUEW): |
Callaghan; Ron Todd (TGWU),; Frank Chappell (EEPTU);
Len Murray and Moss Evans

”~

and food. Many delegates

also receive up to £50
pocket money on top of all

this.
Employers

In case union funds were
not sufficient to keep all
delegates in the style to
which they have become
accustomed over. the years,

- major employers such as

Rank Hovis McDougall, iCl
and others laid on addit-
jonal receptions for those
unprincipled enough to
attend.

Such high Iwmg begms to
explain  how so many"

delegates - could sit -with .-'_--'fexpect'ed to attend only one

serene smiles and a feelmgw

of  well-being through an
utterly bankrupt Congress
that they were powerless to
influence in any way.

For the old regulars, the
mainstay of each year’s

- TUC Congress, such “perks”’

are the main reason to come

‘back year after year. And

they want at all costs to
avoid any conflict with the

sid WezghelI{N UR)
standing ovation for

ing them sweet

“union bureaucrats who look
after them so well — at the -

expense of tens of
thousands of pounds in
members’ subscnptions

It is obviously with these
gluttonous time-servers in

mind that the TUC leaders
scorned the request by
Brighton Trades Council
that they should reject the

~civic reception laid on by

the town’s Tory council —

- which is cutting spending on
everything except entertain-

ing such conferences.

Meanwhile - any |

newcomers who might
object to the corruption
and extravagance can be

TUC Congress — and, hope-
fully be replaced by a more
obliging nominee.

The embarrassment that
this beanfeast has -caused
the local Trades Council was
referred to in the welcoming

speech by its secretary to :
the TUC. Indeed the matter

is compounded by the fact
that so many trade union
delegatlons book into hlgh

~socialists

level

“memobers,
-~ tions are being squandered?

priced, anti-union hotels ,
Even the Grand Hotel
next door to the conference

centre (£30 per night bed

and breakfast) has sacked
the GMWU steward and
crushed the moves towards
unionisation.

Elite

Of course for the arro-
gant bureaucratic elite in
the leadership of the TUC,
it is of no significance that
the workers . who serve
their four, five, six ‘and

seven COurse meals are low

paid and denied even the

'rlght to ]om a union.

But is it not time that
_ in every union.
began .to insist that national
fabour - movement
conferences use only union-
ised -hotels and boardmg
houses? . .

And is it not high tfme
that the profligate spending
of the bureaucrats and their
hangers-on was
under the control of the
- whose subscrip-.

............
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For the Polish ‘Spring
in October’ , as it had been
hopefully dubbed, turned
rapidly into a long, grey
winter.

The economy was in. a mess,
and while an opposition
emerged over economic stra-
tegy, workers and poor peasants
were paying for it,

-+ The central agreement
between those who advocated a
thoroughgoing modernisation of
the economy and those who
held back was that there could

-not be for some time ang

improvement in workers’ living
standards; rather the reverse.

Gomulka

From 1969 Gomulka swung
behind the economic reformists.
To the established policy of
shifting resources to intensive
investment and cutting real
wages, was added a new system
of incentives and penalties
relating to the achievement of
production  schedules. This
inevitably meant a further

lowering of workers’ living
standards and, I any case,
was not enough. The only way
the bureaucracy could see for
obtaining = more capital for
investment was by cutting home
consumption, especially  of
food, leaving more available for
export to finance the purchase
of technology and machinery
from imperialism.

Increases

On 12 December 1970
increases were announced on a
range of essential items, mainly
food; eg. beef (19%), lard (36%)
flour (16%), bricks (37%). By a
logic which the bureaucracy
could scarcely have believed
convincing, these rises were
declared to be compensated for
by reductions in the prices of

eg. washing machines, records,

television sets. Workers did not,
unsurprisingly, accept this as a
mere ‘re-adjustment’—they
understood it as a further attack
on their living standards and
responded by rising as a class
against the bureaucracy.
Gomulka might perhaps have
felt secure from such a respanse

+

‘demonstrations

because, firstly, he had recently
won from West Germany a
recognition of the eastern
border line of Poland, which
should have appealed to the
‘nation’; secondly, because the
working class had largely failed
to respond to the student
which  had
spread across Poland in March
1968. The sympathy of the
young intelligentsia with
Dubcek’s ‘progressive’ move-
ment in Czechoslovakia, and the
thwarting of their own
‘freedom’ in Poland, were
ignited by the bannmg of a

allegedly anti Soviet play and
the expulsion of two ‘dissident’
university students in Warsaw.

A  4,000-strong Warsaw
student demonstration  was
brutally broken by the militia.
The follewing day 10,000
students fought the m]lltla on
the streets.

For about a week students

demonstrated in Warsaw, Lodz.
Poznan, Katowice, Wroclaw and
Cracow. Extreme °~ physical
repression against the demon-

“strators was increased when

young = workers— hoollgans
began to participate.
(In its campalgn agamst the

restored 'in  Poland;

movement the bureaucracy also
resorted to a crude anti-
Semitism to  discredit its
opponents—listing student
trouble-makers with
names; one party leaflet pointed
to the concentration of Jews
in the pre-1956 PUWP and
police. The tiny: remnant of
Jews left in Poland after Hitler’s

holocaust were made to seem

-

a huge malignant force in

- Soviety; once agam claims of a

‘Zionist conspiracy’ served the
forces of reaction. By such
principled methods ‘order’ was

oppression increased.)
Working Class

- The struggle of the students
in March 1968 did not rouse
the working class. When workers
and mtellectuals ficht together

‘as they did in Poland and

Hungary in 1956 it is always
on the basis of the revolutionary
strength of the proletariat
although it sometimes appears
empirically—as in Hungary — —that
the workers move into struggle
behind the movement of the
intelligentsia. But in 1968 the

Jewish

general

‘fighting.  Party

Polish workers as a class stayed

on the sidelines. When . the

proletariat rose in December

1970 to defend its own basic
interests the mte]lectuals were

largely silent.

On ‘the recently mdustna—
lised " Baltic coast,
opposition to attacks. on theitr
living standards had Dbeen
building up for some time prior
to the announcement of price
increasecs. Isolated strikes
occurred as they did m other
industrial centres.

In Gdansk, workers - in the
naval . shipyard struck. An
elected delegation was arrested

when they set off for Party
headquarters to protest at the

rise.. Insurrection broke out in
the whole region, to be violently
ctushed during the following

week.

On Monday 14 December,
several thousand Gdansk

workers marched on the city.

singing war hymns and the
Internationale. Fighting broke
out as the militia and police
tried to prevent the demonstra-

‘tors from reaching Party head-

quarters. The next day striking
dock-workers joined the street

“workers’

streets,

and police

-
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.bulldm s were attacked and the

flghtmg reached levels which led
to the importing of massive
reinforcements to swell the state
forces. Death, injuries ‘and
arrests foll_owed. A curfew was
imposed in the three linked
coastal towns of Gdansk,
Gdynia and Sopot. When the
forces of repression won the
shipyard and dock-
workers occupied their
factories, surrounded by tanks
and militia. |

The authorities promised
wage rises, but the occupying
strikers pressed their demands;
for wages increases of 30%,

improvement in. - ‘housing
condltlons, cancellation of the
price rises, recognition of the
elected workers’ committees.

Central Demand

This last demand is always
central whenever Polish workers
mobilise around their class
interests. There is an immediate
sweeping  aside of the elaborate
system of bureaucratic union

and party organisations designec
to control the workers, that 1

to ‘represent’ them. Worker
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Scenes from the 1970 riots

Part two of an article
by Geoff Harris.

- .
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spontaneously turn to the

building of independent strike

committees responsible to them-
selves and under their control.
- The demand for the recog-
nition of these organs of the

‘workers’ struggle and for direct

meeting between them and high
Party officials occurs whenever
the class mobilises.

In Gdansk street fighting
broke out again and strikes
continued. But brutal repression

triumphed and by the 18th

workers .were ‘beginning - to
return to their jobs. - |
In Gdynia the events of

Gdansk were repeated. The

strike committee from the ‘Paris
Commune’

this was made ambiguously as it
also demanded an immediate

return to ‘normal life’. When,
-of the 17th,

on the morning
workers arrived at the shipyards
—whether to work or to occupy
~they were confronted by
- closed gates and guns. The
‘militia and the  army killed
scores of workers in a day of
relentlessly savage repression.

- On  Thursday the 17th,

~workers in the Warski Ship-

vards in Szczecin went on

shipyards on the
L 17th, but the announcement of"

strike: a workers’ assembly and
its elected committee presented
their demands; for strike pay,
wage increases, the withdrawal

of the price rises, for

independent unions, accurate
reporting -of the strike by press

and radio, for no victimization,

for an end to Dbureaucratic
privileges. for the withdrawal of
troops, for .a meeting with

their Parliamentary members. -
‘When we obtain satisfaction we

will resume work properly and
honestly’. | .

The workers marched on the
city with banners, red flags
and the words of the Inter-
nationale, and were joined by
a large part of the city’s gppu-
lation. They arrived “in front of
the Party building which was
surrounded by police. Fighting

broke out; party buildings and a

bureaucrat’s -villa were set on
fire.

~ Fraternisation

Workers fought the militia
with chains and Molotov
cocktails. There was reportedly
a large degree of fraternisation
with the army. All the city’s

. bureaucratic

76 shipyards and factories were
occupied by striking workers.

Szczecin and its central strike

committee became the epicentre
~of the Polish workers’ struggle
in- the

- Yugoslav
that the city had become ‘a

month to come. A
journalist declared

true workers’ republic in which

all powers were exercised by the

strike committee’.
Negotiations

city. For the time being the

workers returned to work in

response to an appeal from
Gierek and promises that there
would be no reprisals against
their leaders and that they
would receive pay for the strike
period.

Industrial Centres

The revolt was spreading
across the industrial centres of
Poland. Workers "in Warsaw’s
main factories declared that
they would come out on

“Monday the 22nd. Gomulka was

faced with a mass movement
as strong as,

brought him to power in 1956.

"The bureaucracy was in
ferment and sacked Gomulka
and his followers with the
blessing of the Soviets.

Giereck became the Party
. leader and tried to convince the

workers that this' was what
they had been fighting for by
offering a few concessions.

Although the price increases

would remain, they would be
frozen for two years—but so
would wages. Promises were
made of ‘democratisation ’ and

- ‘the real participation = of
~workers In ¢o-management and

collective decision-making’,
The lowest industrial wages

were to be raised. There were
- promises that the situation of

women would be improved and

housing ‘problems—a very real

consequence of the enormous
growth 'in the urban popula-
tion—would be resolved.

The immediate aim of

‘Gierek® and his new Prime

Minister Jaroszewicz  was {o.

“induce the workers to return

firstly to work and then to the

concession, the army withdrew
from the large centres and the
police became more discreet.

In their first speeches on
radio and TV, Gierek and
Jaroszewicz appealed to all
elements of ‘the mation’ to help
restore ‘calm and order’.

!GratitUde

The Church was a willing
element. Cardinal Wyczynski’s
Christmas message called on all
Poles—Catholic - and non-
Catholic—to ‘work so that the
country  can produce more

bread’. The Party showed its

gratitude to the Church by
promising the restoration of its

former properties i eastern

Poland. A -Church announce-
ment on February 14th of a
‘day of prayers for the nation’
recognised ‘the necessity of

maintaining order and peace at

the present time  which

- guarantee the independence of

our nation and of concentrating
the efforts of the entire soCiety
towards working in order to
increase the wellbeing of our

country’. And Church and State:

found themselves united in a
campaign for ‘Women in the
Home*, which coincided with
the firing- of women (60% of
Polish women are workers) in
order to furnish jobs for young
people. |

But although Gierek
succeeded  in temporarily
defusing the situation, workers
were ready to resume their

action should he prove unsatis- .
factory. They were  still

demanding 20% wage rises—

~which would mean the effective

cancellation of :the price
increases
immediate origin of the wave

~of strikes, - occupations and

street battles. -

- In the first three weeks of
January 1971 strikes broke out
again, most notably in Gdansk
and Szczecin, taking up the

- original demands centred round

wage rises, the abolition of the
new production norms and the
formation of free trade unions

based on the elected workers’

committees. A vital part of the
bureaucracy’s strategy was to
reduce the workers’ -councils
that had emerged in December
to being merely ‘improved’
versions of the former factory
‘committees which were, in turn,
mere degenerate descendants of
the organisations forged by the

[

| with  the
‘authorities ended, on the 20th
‘and the armoured units left the

and more
threatening, than that which

- structures that
“governed their lives. As  a

- floor.

which were the

workers in the fire of 1956.
Workers correctly saw this
strategy, which was consciously
and rigorously pursued in early
January, as an attack, and this
was a prompting factor in the
new wave of strikes, .
In Szczecin shipyard repair
workers went on sit-down strike

and were joined by 12,000

workers from the Warski ship-
yard, and by city transport
and railway workers. The ship-
yards were surrounded by
troops, reinforcements were
mobilised in readiness around

~ the country, water and supplies

were cut off. |
The ruling bureaucracy was
split on whether to attempt a

crushing military defeat on the

workers. It was recognised by
all of them that they were
threatened by a repeat of the

December insurrections. Gierek

had refused to recognise the
workers’ committees as ‘legiti-
mate spokesmen’ (The Party is
not obliged to negotiate with
just any group of citizens, and
even less so under pressure’.)

However he opposed the:

immediate application of the
military option—a joint action
was already planned with army,
airforce and marine commandos
—and so played his secondlast
trick by - humbling himself
before the workers.

- On January 24th he came to
Szczecin, .accompanied by
leading  bureaucrats and

- generals, and negotiated with a

council of 500 worker delegates..

‘He warned of the possibility

of Soviet invasion if calm was
not retored in Poland. Gierek
conceded some of the demands
—free election of delegates to
workers’ councils, discontinua-
tion of the production quotas,
reorganisation of the PUWP in
Szczecin, and some wage
increases.. The December price
increases remained in force.

Partial Victory

With  their - leadership
accepting . this partial victory
the workers returned to work.
A similar solution resulted from
Gierek’s meeting the following

day with workers’ delegates in
- Gdansk. = | .
' ‘With the subsidence of
Szczecin and Gdansk the main -
thrust of the -rebellion was

broken. But just as Gierek
was hoping that all was over,
10,000 women textile workers
—the most oppressed sector of
Polish industry—went on strike
in Lodz and occupied textile
plants to back up their demands
for the revoking of the Decem-
ber price increases and for
higher wages. The Prime Mini-
ster Jaroszewicz and three Polit-

buro members went to negotiate.

with the workers’ delegation,
while protests resurged in other

- cities.

The Times reported: “‘Look
this is  where we work’, the
women shouted as the air
thickened in the unventilated
workshop ‘and condensation
dripped down on the heads of

the delegation. Some women °

wept as they asked how they
could - make ends. meet with
the higher food prices. Petitions
and grievances were handed up
in writing and shouted from the
The Prime Minister
struggled to make himself heard.
Then came a revealing moment.
‘Do you support us?’ cried the
Prime Minister. ‘Yes’ replied the
workers. ‘Will you help us?
‘No’ said the workers, ‘help us
first™. -
Theintransigence of the Lodz
workers and the threat posed

by workers throughout the

country led the bureaucracy on
15 February to cancel the price
increases made in December.
In Lodz some two weeks later
a union official speaking at a
meeting of chairpersons of
factory and workers’ councils
stressed ‘the  fundamental
importance of restoring the
authority of trade unions and of
gaining the confidence of large

‘numbers of people. The ‘Polish

December’ was over.

The workers had gained a
substantial victory, but the
bureaucracy remained in power
with its privileges intact. It had
been - powerfully reminded,
though, of ‘the strength of the
working class and its determina-
tion to fight in defence of it
interests.

1976

The uprisings of 1970-71 were
prompted by Gomulka finally
adopting the strategy of a
thoroughgoing technocratic

-

economic reform which the

- Gierek faction had long been

arguing for. Gierek came to
power, then, with no option of
seeking to = finance economic

t

“impossibility

1971-76

“obvious,

‘TECOgNise

growth by raising prices and
cutting the workers’
standards. The reforms made to
the peasantry—the ending of
forced quota deliveries and the
introduction of a-rural health
service—might help to stem the
sullenly passive opposition
which affected agricultural pro-
duction. An increase in the level
of mechanisation and better

planning were also necessary if

food supplies were to be able
" to feed the cities, improving the
workers’ living standards, and

also be available for export.

- Technological developments 1n

Polish industry were no less

vital, as was the necessity of

increasing the production of

~ other consumer products to

cater to a working class that
was on the offensive. |

With basic food prices frozen
for five years as a result of the
uprisings of 1970-71, and the

with the central need of
effecting a swift and real

increase .in the standard of -

living of the Polish masses,
the bureaucracy had little

choice but to turn to mter-

national credit-sources. |
Early in 1971 the USSR had
made Poland a loan of $100

“million, but the main source

of credit was to be the
imperialist banks. |
“Capital expenditure from
rose by a massive
125%. By 1975 Poland’s debts
from long-term loans amounted
to some $6000 million. (In 1980

~ they total some 20 billion

dollars). Repayment of these
debts  absorbed  increasing
amounts of Polish export
earnings, with a consequent

- huge increase in the balance of
Capitalist

payments  deficit.
inflation, to which the bureauc-

- racy . had made Poland even

more vulnerable, made¢ and

- makes things worse still for the
economy.

Gierek |
" “The credits were to be used
to mimport a new set of means
of production for Polish indus-
try ‘which in turn would use
the new equipment to export
to the capitalist world, pay back
its credits and thus generate
sustained growth. Institutional
economic reforms were to be
gradual and small, mostly geared
to the most |
export-oriented sectors of the
Polish economy.
At the same time increases
in real wages were to be
gradually tied ever more closely
to productivity deals, piece-

work, measured day work and

bonus schemes”. (MacDonald,
‘Workers Opposition in Poland
Critique 7)

Food prices remained an
though  certainly
dangerous, point of attack for
the bureaucracy. When it
announced large increases in the
price of meat earlier this year,
the bureaucracy was reacting to
the fact that meat subsidies
cost the Polish government
»2 5 billion annually—almost

‘half the total. food subsidy

bill which, in turn, is about
6% of the total budget. |
The price

were enormous—an average of
39% including 70% on the price
of meat. They expressed both

the urgency and depth of the

economic crisis, and the PUWP

. leadership’s resolve to overcome
.. it by a single harsh blow at
living standards. It was hoped

that ‘consultations’ at local level
coupled with the presentation

- of the fait accompli to the -
- workers would mduce them to
and = accept the

‘necessity’ of the increases.
Workers responded other-
wise. . Several plants in  the

Warsaw area immediately went
on strike; shipyard workers in
the Baltic ports stopped work

living

“immediately,

of  financing -
growth by cutting wages, and

dynamic and

Increases

~announced on 24 June 1976 nisations . that
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. .on‘ 25 June. A.brbad strike

movement exploded right across
Poland ~the only important area
to remain relatively quiet seems

" to have been Silesia where the

miners—comparitively  highly

paid because of the importance

of continuous coal production
for internal use and export—
continued working.

Once again the bureaucracy

was threatened by workers'
power and the threat of the
re-emergence of those indepen-

dent organisations of workers’

-struggle which had been so
~effective—and so - potentially

dangerous to the deformations
of the workers’ state—in 1971.
Gilerek  backed

tinuation of the price freeze,
pending ‘study’ and ‘consul-

‘tation’. He then proceeded to

unleash bloody repression at the

centres of proletarian
opposition. e
Consultations i Radom;

thousands of striking workers
marched to the Party head-

quarters, demanding an explana-

tion. After waiting two hours |

they stripped the building and,
defying police attacks,
attempted to burn it down.
Street battles ensued in which
many people died. o

Barricades up

The barricades r'ema_ined up
and fighting continued for three

- hours after the announcement

of the backdown on prices.
Reinforcements were flown in
and ‘socialist order’ was rest-
ored; several hundred socialists
were arrested.

Consultations ‘in Ursus: a
fifteen-man committee elected

by the 5000 workers of the

tractor plant presented wage

“demands to the factory manage-

ment, Management refused to
talk and sacked the committee-
members. The

workers ripped up the tracks,
built barriers and held the

- Paris train hostage. o
They learnt of the with-

| _ price rises: and -
“many retired feeling they had

drawal of the

won a victory. Then the police

attacked violently. Six hundred -
~wotrkers were arrested —seven of .

them later sentenced to 3 - §
years imprisonment for sabo-
tage) and 1000 workers were

suspended from the factory for

three months. .
- Consultations in Plock: oil

refinery workers presented a

series of demands. ~ 1500

' marched on the Party headquar-
ters singing the Internationale.
‘Hundreds were arrested and

sacked. They were allowed to
return to their jobs 3 months
later only by taking reduced

~ wages.

The success of brutal repres-
sion. across Poland reduced the

victory that. had been .earlier
gained. Satisfied by his ‘con-

sultations with the people’
Jaroszewicz ~,two days later
reimposed the price increases,
though at only about half the
previous level. o |

- But the bureaucracy’s prob-
lems remained; the economy 1is

~still in a mess; the working class

which had three times in the

history of the bureaucracy’s
‘rule proved its power and mili-

tancy, had also proved its
contempt for the puppet orga-

nisations spawned in the facto-
ries by the Stalinists to control
the workers. | -

Refusal to pay

. .Thesé factors have again
clashed in 1980, and the Polish

workers have again engulfed the

- Baltic ports with their im-

placable refusal to pay for the

bureaucracy’s . inefficiency and

its privileges.

- Trotskyists, who have. no
need of proofs of the revolu-
tionary strength of the working

class, will hail that strength and

the independent workers’ orga-
spontaneously
emerge in struggle. -

But they must also buiid
the conscious revolutionary van-
guard of the Polish proletariat,
as a part of the revolutionary

vanguard of the world working -

class. -
Then the Polish workers and
all the workers of Eastern

‘Europe will rise and overthrow

the Stalinist bureaucracy which
represses it and feeds on its

‘sweat and blood.

CONCLUDED

down
promising con-

workers took
their tractors and blocked the
-~ Warsaw-Paris railwaydine. |
When the militia reacted, the
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WRP scraps call for

bv Donald McVicar

Anyone living in Scot-
land with an iota of know-
ledge concerning  the
workings of government and
politics is well aware that
community councils are
officially recognised orga-

nisations of local govern-

ment—established by the
Local Government Act of
1973. o S

There are over 90 of these in

Glasgow alone and they are
concerned with such socially

useful tasks as promoting local
galas, organising sports teams

and ~ bands and complaining
about the state of disrepair of
the pavements.

"~ These are no doubt very
praiseworthy efforts to improve
the quality. of local life-but

‘are not in any sense the central -

political. questions facing the
working class today.

When these councils were
-established,

activists in the

were well

labour movement

aware that they were regarded

by the authorities as substitutes
for independent working class
organisation on such questions

as housing, jobs, social secu-

rity rights etc. |
~Imagine the puzzlement of

workers in Scotland, therefore,

when they are faced with the
call from the  Political
Committee of the Workers
Revolutionary Party to “‘Build
Community Councils™.

" How can such confusion
have come about? Therc are
two possibilities. Either  Gerry
Healy and .the WRP leadership
at Clapham High Strect are
totally ignorant of the Scottish
political scene (which is under-
standable" considering the total
decline of the Healyites in that

area); or they are well aware of.

In terms of his political
activity—the only significant

criterion—John Berger is not
" a revolutionary. |

He has, however, trained
himself to see through the eyes
of a particularly perceptive
Marxist—a way of seeing that is
almost unigque to him among
writers on the visual arts..

- His best-known work to

date, the television series and
"book Ways

, of Seeing, was
evidence of his ability to dispel
the mystifying and deathly
smoke which everywhere
obscures the social nature of art,

Not that he looks only at
what the professors and auction-
eers call art; in this book his eye

‘takes in family snapshots and

newspaper photographs, as well
as the clothes people wear and
the animals they stare at in
Z00s.
Photography
graphs obviously
Berger—perhaps because they
are the most universal and ines-
capable source of visual repres-
entation in the world today;
perhaps because hourgeois ideol-
ogy has taken over as its own
instrument the machine which
‘cannot lie’; perhaps because
some photographers have none-
theless used the camera to
reveal, - consciously or not,

and | photo-

aspects of the reality which
that ideotogy shapes, disguises.

and warps.

Walter Benjamin Wrote, in an.
essay Berger knows well, that

‘the debate about whether
photography is an ‘art-form’
was fundamentally “mis-

conceived; . the real thing to
understand was how photo-
graphy had actually and
radically affected all visual art-
forms.

1t is. the same sort of think-
ing, seeing things as part of a
complex whole—a social, human

“serving  ‘but - recently

- fascinate

pretentiousness

~ councils of action

the existence of commimity
councils but do not give a damn

that their slogans are nonscn-

sical in a Scottish context.

If the latter is the ¢asc, then

we must conclude that the
leadership of the WRP is imbucd

with anarrogance and contempt -

towards the Scottish working
class that is insufferable.

Councils of Action

‘But why do thecy call for
community councils at all?
What has happened to the tried
and tested revolutionary socia-
list demand for
action (i.e. soviets) put forward

strongly and correctly by the
Socialist Labour Leaguc in the

197087 .

Is this only a difference of

nomenclature? .

-No, there is morc to it that
than. \ - |
“The - [community] coun-

“cils” we are told, “would rep-
resent all the people affected by

the Tory slump policies, irres-
pective of their race, religion or

past affiliations™ (emphasis
added). | -
Can this mean that long

lapsed
members of the National I'ront

will be welcomed on to these
- councils? SR |

This is no joking matter. The

'WRP specifically invite reaction-

whole—which entities Berger’s
writing to be called Marxist.
LLacking in his writing is the
‘marxist’” phrase-marking and
jargon which is too often the
only proletarian feature of self-
styled Marxist writing Oil the
arts. |

- And, fortunately, also lack-.

ing (for the most part} in
Berger’'s- non-fiction is that
and self-con-
scious sincerity which usually
characterises his poems and

councils of

ary “ratepayers associations” to
join their campaign. This ship-
shod attitude towards serious

'political - questions is extended

even further when we consider
who
councils.

Wait for 1t! | ‘

“Borough councils must ini-
tiate the campaign to build
Community Councils.”’

We take it that these are the

same borough councils who are
closing hospitals, schools, old

people’s homes ctc. throughout
the country.

But the WRP leadership have
a special concern for the Labour
Party led borough counciis.

' They are in ‘‘a special dilemma”

thcy have the ‘‘best intentions’;
they are trying to “‘make ends
mect”.

Budget Slashed

Our hearts bleed for them.
Glasgow workers. sceing the
budget for their children’s
education slashed by £9million
in the current year, with school
meals up to 40 pence a day.

have tougher political skins than

the faint hecarted petty bour-
geois who now rule the roost at
Clapham High Street.

They  will tell the Strath-

- clyde Regional Councillors that

they were elected on a mandate

. of defending the social services,

S p—

novels. _ |
Most of the objects Berger

looks at in this collection of

short essays are paintings—by
Turner, Courbet,
Lowry and others.

While some of the essays

- are fairly understandable if you

have even a vague idea of the
painter in question, many will
leave readers at a loss uniess
they already have a knowledge
and recollection of the paintings
he discusses, unless they refer

is . to establishe these

Magritte,

that they must refuse to imple-
ment either soctal service cuts or
rates increases but instead let
the budget go into deficit and
send the bill back to the Tories.

But the WRP addresses no
such demands to the Labour
Councillors. In fact they offer

no perspective of struggle to )

either within the
Party or the trade

militants

[.abour

unions. - :
Having lost all confidence

in the ability of the working

class to transcend the limita-
tions of social democracy
through struggling. within the
established organisations of the
labour movement, they search
for some formulation,
kind of organisation, outside ot
the movement itself.

Certainly if the course of
the class actions now underway

" 1t 1s not inconceivable that some

labour councillors—and = even
whole councils—under  the
pressure of the mass movement,

- will go so far as to support the
establishment of councils  of

action to carry through a

- struggle against the Tory govern-

ment. |
Possibilities

But to restrict.one’s perspec-
tive to that avenue alone 1s to

- be politically blind to the poss-

ibilities now opening up within

to better-llustrated books—an
effort that would generally be
worthwhile,

The essays on photography
are, however, adequately illu-
strated, and it may be this
which makes them possibly the
most interesting.

This lack of illustration is a

great pity, because to see these
_pictures, etc., with Berger as a

guide is often profoundiy reveal-

ng. - |
He shows them not as

some
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the workers’ movement.
The emergence of councils
of action would mark the rise

~of a dual power. situation in

the country, emerging out of

the independent struggle of the
working class to defend thenr
conditions through class action.

To decree that such councils
of action must receive the stamp
of official approval . from
borough councils reveals the

bureaucratic caste of the archi-

tects of the scheme.

And what are the WRP’sA

community councils going to do
anyway?
“The Community Councils

would negotiate a moratorium
repay-

on these [mortgage]
ments to stop families being

thrown on to the streets.,”

We trust that the gentlemen
who run the Woolwich and the

Abbey National will show suit-

able ~understanding ~in - such
negotiations. . =

By now readers may have

‘concluded that this latest poli-
tical stunt by the WRP is
little more than political gibbe-

purchase -or of
mystical reverence or of absurd

objects of

structuralist analysis,
human products—thus as social
products which find their only
life when they are consumed
(seen, understood and approp-
riated) as such. N -

~ And because Berger sees
things as they exist in their

complex and manifold inter-

R

connexions with other aspects
of society, he is very aware that
only the destruction of capital-

but as ing against a

these

rish. .
But there is a more serious
side to it. To create such a diver-
sion from the fight for strike
action. and occupations against
the cuts at this time when poli-
tical clarity 1is essential for
workers going into struggle is

- nothing short of reprehensible.

-~ Talking Shops

‘The WRP’s “Community

- Councils”, as they are conceived

‘would be nothing more than
talking shops dominated by
petty  bourgeois politicos
sounding out their nostrums for
the crisis. o

They sound remarkably like
local replicas of the Political
Committee of the Workers

Revolutionary Party. .

ism and the creation of a society

~which would bring forth the

free development of humanity
could allow for a truly human
relationship between people and

‘their products. Until then, what

can be done for the visual arts is
limited, - : |
- He writes of photography: |
 “Today no alternative pro-
fessional practice (if one thinks
of the profession of photo-
grapher) is possible. The system
can accommodate any photo-
graph. Yet it may be possible
to begin to use photographs
according to a  practice
addressed to an alternative
future. This future is a hope
which we need now, if we are to
maintain a struggle, a resistance,
against the societies and culture
of capitalism. |
““Photographs have often
been used as a radical weapon in
posters, newspapers, pamphlets,
and so on. | do not wish to
belittle the value of such agita-
tional publishing. Yet the
current systematic public use of
photography needs to be
challenged, not simply by turn-
ing round like a cannon and
aiming it at different targets,

~ but by changing its practice”".

But this passage suggests that
‘hope’ and ’resistance’ is reatly
all that is possible in the larger
struggle. R -

Elsewhere in this book
Berger writes of his despair
following the defeats of the

.

" revolutionary struggles of 1968.

This despair of his, and his
coming: sometimes perilously
close to finding in art a unique
source of human values protest- -
brutal  and
dehumanising society, is the
non-revolutionary Berger. ,
‘Revolutionaries, though, if
they take the trouble to read
essays patiently and
thoughtfully, will come away
enriched, and better able to see

some of the things which bour-
~geois ideology leaves veiled, or

distortingly disconnected, or
merely blandly unquestioned.
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~ Marxist political analysis
is well equipped to dissect
and explain the material
contradictions that give rise
to petty bourgeois military
dictatorships in the under-

" developed nations of Africa.

But the strength of John
Updske s latest novel The Coup
is = that—while making no
pretence of offering a Marxist
critique—it synthesises many of

these contradictions and
presents us . with a liv ng,
breathing petty bourgeois

dictator in the flesh.,

He is Colonel Hakin Felix
Ellellou. He does not, of course
exist, any more than the state

of Kush newly liberated from

French actually

tmperialism
exists, '

- Distinctive

And yet many of the most
distinctive features of boOth
do form the bare bones upon
which a number of African
states operate today:

“In area Kush measures 126,
912, 180 hectares. The popula-

tion density comes to 0.03 per

hectare . . . There are twenty-
two miles of railroad and one
hundred and seven of paved
highway. . . Among the natural
resources of
“should be' listed our. diseases—
‘an . ample
includes, bhesides famine and its
edema  and Kwashiorkor,
.malaria, typhus, yellow fe-vet,
sleeping sickness, leprosy,
bilharziasis, onchocerciasis,
measles, and yaws. . . The
average life expectancy in Kush
is thirty-seven years, the per
capita gross national product
879, the literacy rate 6%. .. The
form of government is a con-
stitutional monarchy with the
constitution suspended and the
monarch deposed.”

ElleHou —who narrates the
story in the third person—
reflects in his life, his beliefs
-and his relationships the curious
blend of ancient past and exp-
loited present, of would-be
national independence and
actual oppression that create
the basis for the confused petty
bourgeois regimes of black
Africa, ‘

~ From a tribal background he
- sought a career in the armed
forces of occupying French

Kush perhaps

treasury . which

~lists  and
(whose secret rocket bases give

John Lister reviews “THE COUP” , the novel by John Updike (Penguin, £1.25)

imperialism —fought in Vietnam,

and rose to a leading position

is the colonial administration,

before participating in the 1968

coup to oust the aging puppet
monarch, and eventually
becoming President is 1969.

Professing allegiance to both
Islam and to what he believes
to be Marxism, Ellellou treads
a delicate path between internal
and external opponents.

American Aid

And the other events of his
life are sketched in by extended
flashback seguences, in which
he relates how the admin-
istrators of his regime, courted
by the offers of lavish American
aid while the economy nears
collapse in a b-year drought,
begin to turn against him,

Ellellou’s four totally diffe-
rent wives also reflect the
curious contradictions within
the economy and society of

- Kush.,

There s his tribal
Kadongoloimi, much older than
himself as living testimony to
the old habits and customs;
there is Candy—the middle class
white American woman met
during his days in exile as a
student in the USA,; there is
Sheba, an African woman who
Ellellou loves for “her vacancy”

- as she drifts through each day |

with music and drugs. And there
is Sittina, the
African woman, with whom he
eventually goes into exile in
France.

Spanning this spectrum is
ElleHou's mistress, Kutunda, a
tribal woman whom he meets
among a party of welldiggers,
and who rapidly elevates herself
to a career among the admin-
istrators of the regime, and an
alliance with those that even-

~ tually oust Ejfeilou from office.

~ Sardonic
| 'The novel is beautifully
- written, offering a blend of
poetic prose and sardonic

comment on the plight of a
would-be nation seeking indep-
endence of both the imperia-
the Soviet

interest: in

the Stalinists an
~ sympathetic

preserving a
regime).
The clumsy and arrogant

Poverty and disease—a fact of life in Central Africa

wife

Westernised

Union

efforts of external ‘aid’ prog-
rammes are exposed, as the

~angry ElleHou points out t0 a.
~ baffled US envoy that earlier
‘cattle wvaccination programmes

had helped wipe out scarce
forage and water supplies; that
deep wells had
nomadic grazmg patterns and

- thus created new deserts; and
~ that the ‘foodstuff’ handed out

in a neighbouring state s in
fact cattle-feed which gives
humans diarrhoea.

‘ElleHou
_economic stranglehold of imp-

disrupted.

‘my good President,

‘reaches out with

developed countries,

Yet try as he might—through
the execution of the old king or
the burning of a mountain of
US dehydrated  foodstuffs,
cannot escape the

erialism. As Interior Minister
Ezana points out:

“Interest .on present loans,
plus the
service,

salaries of our civil

account for a hundred and

eleven percent of the Kush
National budget.”

Looking on the bnght s:de
Ezana goes on:

“These debits are

capital-holding countries to hold
us upright”

This insight is echoed later
after Ellellou’s downfall by the
US government representatlve
Klipspringer:

“The thing about indebted-
ness . .. is it's the best insurance
policy you can buy. The deeper
in debt the debtor gets, the

more the creditor will invest to

keep him from going under.
You guys were taking an

incredible risk, not owing us a

thing all thosa years.”
Tentacles

But while
its countless
tentacles to embrace the petty
bourgeois leaders of the under-
the very
backwardness of the economy
means that possibilities of an
alternative are at best limited,
As Ellellou points out:

A state such as Kush is too
thin to be administered except
by gestures. When we effected
the Revolution we discovered a
strange thing. There was nothing
to revolutionise. Our Minister
of Industry looked for factories
to -nationalise, and there were
none. . There was poverty but
no oppression; how could this
m?f’

paper,

in fact“
credits, for they persuade the

imperialism

"Indeed even for the imperia-
lists Kush was a disater:

“none showed a profit. On

° colonialism was a

| stubbo raly

distint:tly losing veriture, The

cost of the armies, the admin-

istrators, the flags, the forts, the
bullets, the roads, the quinine,
the imported knives, forks and

spoons, quite outweighed the

grudging haul of raw materials
and taxes elicited from the
unprincipled, evasive chiefs and
inefficient popu-
lace.” |

In the end it is the discovery
of oil in Kush—a new source of
wealth, which heralds the palace
coup that ousts Ellellou and
sees the instaliation of a pro-

- imperialist regime,

Insight

The Coup 15 a novel, not a
political tract. But in vivid,
often- amusing -and mordant
language, Updike offers the
reader an insight intg the prob-
lems, the realities of neo-
colonial Africa. .

The American author

actually succeeds through the
medium of the novel in beco-
ming a convincing petty bour-
geois African dictator.

The Coup—despite its cover

il!ustratlon—:s not so much a
novel of action as a novel depic-
ting the restrictions on the
possible actions of petty bour-
geois nationalist regimes. = .
- Updike, himself, .no doubt
would draw from the evidence
he presents a profound scepti-
cism as to the prospects of ever
liberating the masses - of black
Africa and the neo-colonial
countries,

But he does not impose this
view on his nowel. In this
respect, Updike as a real artist
offers the reader not a predict-
able predigested and reactionary
lesson in imperialist ‘‘reality”
but a challenging journey into
the .unusual, which provides for
Marxists implicit evidence of the
need for the world socialist
revolution,

Makers of

I Modern
Marxism

By Terry Eagleton

STILL AVAILABLE
This Socialist Press pamphlet contains articles by

Terry Eagleton on marxist theoreticians from the time
of the Comintern to the present day—Lukacs, Korsch,

Gramsci,

Benjamin, Marcuse,

Sartre and Althusser

Price 65p including P&P from WSL, BM Box 5277,

- London WCIV 6XX
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Journullsts vote

for strike action

leadership

The struggle to defend
decent safety standards at
the oil platform building
yard of Ayrshire Marine
Constructors at Hunterston,
Ayrshire, has erupted into
an all-out battle with the
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Oilrig builders
face sack threat

backing.

How far the management

~can actually carry out then
~threat to tow the rig away is

doubtful. There are precedents
for such an action. In December
1976, Shell removed two large
concrete production platforms

looking to an

\

. The stewards are also
emergency
meeting of the onshore liaison
committee, which includes
representatlves of shop stewards
of all six platform yards in

Scotland.
They are looking beyond

from Ardyne Point, on the  this to a delegate conference of
management. opposite side of the Clyde  shop stewards in the industry to
Since the yard opened there  Estuary, and took them to . mobilise maximum support and

has been continual strife with
the American management of

Norway for compietion.
But this time, the stewards

. black all

work for Phillips,
especially that done at Kishorn.

| .. . . [t did not howévcr stop imrriediately the Chicago Bridge Inter- point out, the sheer physical Finally, they need imme-
Provincial q Jomnazilsts officials from the NUJ hatching * instructed members at Croydon  national, a partner in the yard Pproblems of moving the plat-  diate financial and moral
have - opene another ., 4, djsgusting scabs’ charter  and at Walthamstow (where a  with Ph]]_llps Petroluem. form are so large that it is  support and the address to send

chapter in their impressive

- record of militant struggle

with the NGA.
Circulars prepared by both

“unions told NGA members to

lock-out also took place) to. stop

‘work on the publications.

The NGA's determination to

Now Phillips have declared

their intention to remove the -

section of the rig that has been

unlikely Phillips will rush into
taking such action.
- Even so, this is the most

this to is The Shop Stewards
Committee (Hunterston Dis-
pute), c/o Irvine Trade Union

Ovez vglztlgsgsm ccting of members 193 picket lines and NUJ  control the tap flow of support  constructed if the men refuse crude form of blackmail and  Centre, Ardrossan Road, Irvine.
on London Provincial papers members not to try to stop is clear, from the fact that to accept the conditions the 900 workers have shown Avyrshire, Scotland.
them! printers at the Kilburn Times  dictated to them by the manage- courage and determination in

last week overturnced the scep-

“tics in their leadcership by voting

160-98 for an all-out strike over

members alrcady locked out,

In return, the NGA offered a
complex and meaningless sct of

stayed

(where a Journalists’ strike has
been in progress for two weeks)

ment.

confronting a ruthless manage-
ment.

leadership of the Boillermakers

Last Friday over 250

: crmiahting® (osfra oo suidelines on blacking copy.  are crossing a picket daily, and S Pickets have now gone up at . . :

{ gtoﬁggﬁ \:;rlr%lc]:tlltl;b (extra cost In most offices these meant ¢ven drove the vans out through Meetmg the gates and a strike centre g&rggzs tjl?ﬁlenegtea ?,‘(?lsiseplﬁkg
' Thcto Etrikc vote brousht in nothing at all. At best the flow  a large picket in the carly hours_ o _ | established in Irvine. The maxi- back after bein .reminc(l:ed ﬂfi ¢
1 uick sﬁcccssion i shiftt From of copy was slowed. , of I'riday morning. This - intention Wwas made  mum pressure must now be b Bl me%lt e ngt
i 'qh N&A toad o h" t 'd.' When journalists at Croydon [f the employers do not clear after =~ an emergency  exerted by the trade union et in f ploy

| the ! cadership towards . 0 Jocked out NGA members ~ make a very substantial shift meeting at Brighton on the eve  movement to ensure that the yet in lorce,

s timited support for London in and NUJ members this wcek NUJ members must  of the TUC tonference between Meanwhile all 900 workers

and an offer of new talks from

were told not to try to stop

o into battle and tcar up the

Phillips and the national officers

and the GMWU make the strike

have been issued with dismissal
notices. ,

£ 4 p S them! ~ scabs’ charter, agreed by their of the two unions involved, the  offjcial.
the employcrs” body, the News- The strike vote changed that.  Icaders. NGA members must  Boilermakers anc the GMWU.
paper Society. . ' To attempt to hecad off thec  refuse to break this strike. The present dispute arose
The NULs cmergency drive towards a strike the NGA g over a management refusal once
committce promptly delayed. again to adhere to the recom-
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the strike for a weck but auth-
orised it to go ahcad trom next
Monday, September 15.
Meanwhile members
continu¢ a scries of disruptive
sanctions—including  1In - some
offices, refusing -to work with
dirty phoncs or imperfect type-
writers (virtually all of them).
The Newspaper Society was
under a commitment to review
rates for a London allowamc

But in responsc to thc union’s
~claim for £1000 for all provin-

cial newspapers within 12 miles
of Charing Cross, the employers
offered only an cxtra £4 a weck
which would  be
absorbed into wage packets
already over the basic minimum.

- Members sct up an elected
-action committece which docs
not have control over the
dispute but which has succeeded
in blocking conctliatory moves
in the union’s structure.

Mersey

cuts

In a new wave of heaith
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lead in the

> struggle against
wage control, cuts

and redundancies

mendations of the safety repres-

entatives on the site. |
.- The  management  then
refused to pay the men involved

for the time that they would

not work in an unsafe.situation.
The bosses have taken a
tough line and are determined

. to allow no change in the

present working agreement, the

. dreadful terms- of which have
been spelled out in previous

issues of Socialist Press.

The shop stewards and their
convenor, Ronnie Munro, have
expressed their determination
not to be blackmailed " into
giving in.

At a meeting on Thursday
last in- the Magnum Centre,
Irvine, the workforce reatf 1rmed
their decision to fight on,
despite the lack of official union

cuts planned for Liverpool, RATES:
the Area Health Authornty ' —_— _ .
- | With workers by the economy onaworld scale offers  degenerated workers” states,
majo . -
h.as voted by alll SVOte» : ?. Trial sub (UK); thousand taking to the 2way forward., "We invite all readers of
rty -.,t,o axe geriatric Six issues - X £2 streets t o T To achieve such a perspec- 'Socialist- Press to seek more
hospital beds and 30 derma- PeerrrrTrreEE T . O Oppose . 10FY  ive a leadership is needed details of the WSL and its work,
tology beds in Newsham ' POhCleS-.thefe Is plainly no  which, in today’s struggles fights - and to join us in the struggle for
Sixmonths . ........ccteiieee o0 £8.00 lack of militancy in the to advance workers beyond  socialism,

hospital, and a total of 300
beds in the area as a whole.
The Area Medical Officer, in

positive to offer.

He has proposed not strike
action to stop the cuts or
occupation of the threatened
facilities, but to set up joint

One vyear....

~ Sixmonths ........

.. 21400

............£_1o.oo.'

Please send me trial sub [six montlu/one year

organised working class.
Yet the existing trade union

bureaucrats and Labour leaders

cratic rights.

These can only be defended
through policies which start
from the independent interests

trade union militancy, protest
politics and illusions that capit-
alism can beabolished through

~ leadership in the working class

in Britain.

a predictably puny protest, has " Europe: e : Nafel parliament,
threatened to retire carly if the Six mp:nths e rereenenes. £9.00 o hg;?s(:ec:li?tgt o offer thew . The  Workers  Socialist
But NUPE Dlv1s1onql Officer defence of iobs livi . ment fighting day in and day  of the Workers Socialist
,_ Colin Barnett has nothing more Rest of the World: nce of Jobs, UvIng stan- ., i o build such a principled . | |
n | dards, social services and demo- - League. |

- of the working class, which, as
umon/management working of SOCllliSt m I enclose treene an international class, has Internationally, we are"
parties - in each hospital-to N nothing to gain and everything affiliated to the newly-formed C e e e e o
H]VeStlgate a.lternatlve Sa\’lngs | | .me. ® 5 8 % G 8 6 2% 8 8 6 4 PP 8P 4SS D BSOS e s 00 tO |Ose ‘from attempts to reStOfe Trotskyist ’nternationa| Liaison
without cutting jobs or Add \ | the profitability of their “own” Committee, which fights for the e
SCTVICES . ‘ _ e R R AR TR | employing class. reconstruction of the Fourth

Insofar as this means any-
point ‘towards:

thing, it must
speed up for ancillary workers

and stlll further collaboration

between unions and manage-
ment, destroying the basis for
_lndependent working
action to stop the cuts.

class

....-o'oo..-o..n-oocpoooocoocoooooooo

Send to: WSL BM Box 5277 London WC1V

6XX.

In a period where the contra-
dictions of the anarchic capit-
alist system force the wholesale

closure and destruction of the
productive forces of society,
planned

only a socialist

Iinternational and the building

- of revolutionary parties in every

country to lead the struggle
against imperialism and against

- the parasitic Stalinist bureau-
in the deformed and

- -~ . . .
-

cracies

Send to WSL: BM Box .

5277, London WC1TV 6XX.
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Swinton

Workers at Hotpomt S

plants in Peterborough,
and Llandudno

have been banned. from
smoking by management,
who argue that it interferes
with “new productnon tech
niques”. -

- The attack comes alongside
the axing of a number of fringe
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SeS C uck

benefits for the 5,000 strong
workforce, and a management
ultimatum that
must be increased by 30%.

This is at a time when the

three factones are on short-time
working Peterborough and
Llandudno on a 3-<day week ,and
Swinton on 2 days.

Management of the GEC
sub s1d1ary claim that their
package of cutbacks will save
£500,000 per year; but it is

O’FISHALL

O'Fishall is on holiday — attempting to recover
from the wild excesses of the Bnghton TUC, where he
was one of those with a private bar in his hotel suite!

"~ Meanwhile his place has been taken in this issue by -
Albert Spanswick, General Secretary of COHSE,
offering a song on the lips of so many bureaucrats in

Br |ghton fast week

,bli’k_e fo

the seaside!

L,

productivity

clear that they intend to make
far more through a growing
programme of speed-up for the
already reduced workforce.
Meanwhile a similar attack is
underway on BL workers at
Pressed Steel, Swindon, where

‘management have attempted to

drive up production by ten per
cent for no extra money.

A package of measures
flowing from Michael Edwardes’-

notorious 92-page document has |
been rejecetd by a mass meeting
of 400 press shop workers.

Particularly resented 1s the

new ‘“chit for a shit” rule, requ-

iring press shop workers to
obtain written permission from
a foreman before they can go
to the toilet!

Workers who woitk faster to
complete their work assign-
ments in less than the allotted
time now face an official warn-

‘ing if they are caught sitting

down for a few minutes’ rest!
One worker was even suspen-
ded for three days for having a

cup of coffee withou permiss-

ion.

directed to sweep up if there is
no other work to do.
And safety standards have

-been thrown aside in the hell-

for-leather drive to increase
exploitation.

-BL and Hotpoint stand as a
grim warning to all workers of

| the kind of regime the Tories
wish to bring about, using the

threat of mass unemployment
and the anti-union laws to
bludgeon Workers infto sub-
mission.

More

‘Teeside
closures
The first week of Sept-
ember saw the axing of yet

another 150 jobs on Teeside
at the BTP T10x1de factory

in Billingham.

- Another 585 workers at the
plant face short time working
or lay-off by September 15.

- Meanwhile ~ Whessoes in
Darlington are to make 40
white collar staff redundant,
and more than half the 136
workforce at the British United
Shoe Machinery plant in
Skelton are now on short time.
 These continuing cutbacks,
on top
Southbank steelworks, the clos-

~ure of Mlddlesborough docks,
the closure of Consett steel-

works and Hepworth’s ¢lothing

factories, have brought unem-.
ployment in the North East to

the astronomical levels now
current in Scotland.

In Hartlepool the unem-
ployment rate is now over 17%.
~ But until the Tory govern-
ment is brought down by mass
working class action, the empty
protests of trade union and
Labour leaders offer nothing
to the growing army of unem-
‘ployed in the North East and
elsewhere.

'NOW OUT !

‘Merseysnde F actory
Clo sures

A pamphlet prepared by
NW Area Workers Socialist
League. Drawing lessons of

Speke, Dunlops, Meccano.
30p inc postage from WSL,
BM Box 5277, London
WC1V 6XX.
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| 12-week

Otheis complam of being

meals. _service,
NUPE and ‘other. -
| sector unions in- ‘Dorset are
- _Iooklng to set up co-operat-
the exastlng.

fives,
jkltchen facllttles SER

" of. the rundown  of

lOBB‘

CALLS FOR
ACTION

A .delegation from the
- struggle at
Birmetals in Birmingham
lobbied the TUC last week
demanding action to force'
their reinstatement.

700 workers were sacked

“after they refused to fill the

jobs of strikers.

But it has become clear
that the sackings were delib-
erately arranged by management
to avoid making redundancy
payments.

Sooner than ftght savage
Tory cutbacks. m the school

leaders of
publ ic

using

Under the new plan kltchen
staff would work for the same
rates of pay and under the same
. conditions as before.

The difference, according to
NUPE OffICIal
that:

“There wull be none of the

expensive administrative costs.”
in other words, the local

_authority clerical staff (NALGO
- members)

who administer the

finances of the existing school
meals system would lose their
jobs — while the new °‘co-op-
eratives’ would presumably rely.

Bowater, the newsprint
giant, donated £10,000 to
Tory Party funds in 1979-
80.

But when the firm asked the
Tory government to help meet
the costs of running its ultra-
modern paper mill in Ellesmere
Port it received the same blunt
message as so many other firms
faced with the J oseph axe: “no
dice”. | .

Now management have ann-
ounced the closure of the

plant—the largest of its kind in

Europe—with a loss of 1,600

" jobs and a further 3400 in

forestry, mining and other
related sectors.
High Pound

Tory policies—high energy
prices, a high value for the

“pound, high interest rates,and a -
refusal to submdlse Bi'ltlSh indu-

stries—have led Bowater to
follow Reed in closing down
production of newsprint.

As a result,
British newspnnt market will be

filled by imports: and some of
| the logs earmarked for Bowaters

-

cut

" labour to

Paul 'Dunn is

96% of the

Since then, the sacked work-

force has been  refused social

security - payments on the
grounds that  they are ‘on
strike’, |

Their picket of the plant
demanding reinstatement has
been strengthened by ' the

TGWU: District Committee call

on drivers to respect the picket

lines. So, even though manage-

ment and office staff continue -

to do the work of sacked shop-
floor workers, no completed
work is.being taken out of the

o—

upon voluntary’
administer their own accounts

'NUPE is therefore seeking a
| means of “saving” the ‘jobs of
" its own members -
expense of conceding, mdeed al-
‘most . advocating, the lom of
NALGO jobs! |

Skatmg Round

Such attempts at simply
skating around rather than fight-
ing the Tory offensive on the
public services opens up acute
dangers of dividing the labour
movement and allowing the
main cuts to be carried through

'thh no real resistance.

NUPE members
from this divisive policy and
lead an all-out campaign of
strike action and occupattons

‘to halt the cuts.

will be sold off to Seandinavian |

paper mills!
confused. campaign to
“save Bowaters’”’ is under way,
focussed at present exclusively

on protest action to change the
~ government’s mind. o

Occupy

But an ASTMS delegation to
the TUC last week declared
themselves willing to fight for

Campaign for Demhocracy
- in the Labour Movement

Public Meeting

GLASGOW

~ Partick Burgh Hall
- off.D‘umbarton Road

Thursday Septembet 18
7.30pm.

support

at the |

, mu,st--l
- demand that their leaders break

Page 11

plant.
The struggle is an nnportant

| one in the fight against redun-
dancies and the Tory offensive

on union rights. As one lobbyer
told Socialist Press: .

“Iif the union leaders let
Thatcher win this one, they
may as well wrap up and go
home,”

Donations and messages of
should be sent to
Birmetals Action Committee,
357 Adams Hill, Berkley
Green, Birmingham 32,

TUC words but“ no actzon
on cuts: NUPE Offlczal Ron
Keatmg

oecupati()n of the plants if a]l:

else fails.

- It is vital that the energ1es
of ASTMS, SOGAT and other
manual unions involved are
directed now towards occupa-
tion and supporting strikes
throughout the print and paper
industry if this attack on ]obs
is to be defeated

'CUTS CONFERENCE

‘Stirling University Students

Union

10a.m. -4p.m.

Called by Glasgow

 Campaign against the Cuts .

. Speakers include
Ted Knight
(Lambeth council Ieader)
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continued ™ to

- Gdansk

The replacement . of
Edward Gierek by police
chief Stanislaw Kania as
Polish Communist Party
leader took place as strikes

throughout the country
demanding the extension of
the gains won by the
strikers and the
ousting of local party chiefs
and management -

Most of the.industrial plants
in the 200,000-strong city of
.Bialystok came to a halt deman-

ding . changes of local leaders.

Sulphur miners and sulphur
process - workers- in the South

of Poland also struck, demand -

changes in local govemment

And isolated strikes broke |

out in North Eastern towns as
well as Lodz, Kalisz, Slehce and
,Tarnow -

- Farmworkers

- Workers on a state farm in
Lubaczow are reportedly on
strike demanding an indepen-
dent farmworkers’ union.

The breadth and contin-
uity  of the strike wave under-
lines exactly why the Stalinist
regime -has been obliged to give
concessions.

Indeed it is now clear that,

the country was within a hair’s
breadth of a General Strike:
Silesian miners walked out on
the Friday before the momen-

spread

tous settlement in . Gdansk.

The Silesian strikes—taking
place in his old power basc—-
put the final nails into Gierek’s
political coffin cven before
his heart attack. Now Kama
30 years a career bureaucrat in
the Polish Stalinist apparatus,

faces the difficult task of re-.

establishing control over a mili-
tant workers’ movement.

Changes Heart

As a step towards this the
Polish Parliament has witnessed

"a sudden change of heart by
MPs who have now-—after the

event—hastily begun to criticise

‘the past. The Parliament has

“duly endorsed the concessions
made by a-beleaguered regime.

And alongsidé the new

~words are a clutch of scape-.
goats. One was the ‘luckless
- Gierek. Anothef is the Mini-
ster of Information, removed'j.-"
last week, and reportedly under
- :mvestlgatlon, for

holding
£400,000 in his personal
account at a London bank.

He allegedly owns a Medi-
" terranean island, a private sheep

farm, 10 limousines and has no

‘less than 900 pornographic

~-—

video cassettes stowed in his

- office!

If even a part of this is true,

| it "is clear that the remainder of

the party leadership must have
known about it-—presumably
falling over stacks of porno-
graphic cassettes each time they
visited him!—and that many top

——

DEFEND

DWES

STRIKERS!

The Tory anti-union laws
are now in full force: and in
particular Prior’s reactio-

‘nary  restrictions on

picketing now make it

illegal to mount a mass

picket.

It is'under these OOIIdlthIlS

~ that strikers at Adwest Engin-

eering, Reading, now in their
18th week of strike action for
reinstatement and union recog-
nition, have called for labour
movement solidarity in their
mass picket on Monday Sept-
ember 22.

Remstatement

The strike—for the reinstate-
ment of the TGWU convenor,
shop stewards - and other
workers victimised for taking
strike action—has pinpointed

- the refusal of the TGWU leader-
ship to confront tinpot anti-

attracted

" union employers.

Now it has become one of
the first test cases of the effec-
tiveness of the Tory anti-union
laws in deterring militants from

giving active solidarity to
workers in struggle.

Left Groups

Previous mass- pickets have
around . 100 trade
unionists. A larger mobilisation
—including substantial contin-

gents from the larger organisa-

tions of the left, the Socialist
Workers Party and International
Marxist Group—is vital this time
to defend this strike and defeat
the Tory anti-§nion offensive.

Donations to the fund for
the strike—which has still not
been made official by the
TGWU-—-should be rushed to
D. Broderick, 46 Berkley Road,
Reading. Cheques and POs

- should be made out to J. Dhoot

{hulme,
been on strike for 2 months,
|demanding union recognit-

Y

e
R

" bureaucrats must live in the
- same way. -

" But new man Kania has at
once made it clear that  he

intends to uphold the political

positions of the bureaucracy.
He is no 11beral and no revolu-

- tionary.

- He declares that:

“Socialist Poland’s internat-
ional position is a great achieve-
ment of the policy of our party.
The line of the consistent,
stable foreign policy of our

Negotzatzons in the Lenm Sthyard |
party.” T

| policy”

‘Polish |
consistently opposed revolutio-

This *‘consistent foreign
is of course the policy
of “socialism in one country”
and collaboration with capita-
lism. It is a policy of appeals
and indebtedness to imperialist
bankers, and opposition to the
independent struggles of ' the
working class. .

" Fearing the loss of its own
bureaucratic  privileges, - the
bureaucracy  has

‘nary movements both ‘within
‘Poland and throughout Europe.

Instead it has = actively

scabbed on major strikes—inclu--

ding particularly shlpments of
Polish- coal during miners’
strikes in Britain and fasmst

| Spaln

“Kania however faces a
daunting task. He admits that he
looks forward to the time when:

“Polish workers will again
speak of . the  Polish United

%
R

Battle at K|ng Henry S

PHOTO: Steven Wlllett

23 workers. at King
Henry’s Bakery, Levens-
Manchester, have

ion, after the sackmg of
theu' convenor.

Management have used scab

labour against the strike. Mass

-pickets have been held every
- Tuesday and Friday morning.

On Friday August 29,

‘around 180 pickets clashed with

police as they attempted to stop
a car that came

speeding

towards the picket line.
- The crowd managed to liber-
ate several plckets arrested by

police.
The Bakers Union is callmg
on all trade unionists to support
the mass pickets, from 6.30am-

‘9am on Tuesdays and Fridays.
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“As our Treasurer set off for his well-earned holrday,
further belated £118 arrived for our August Fund! While
we welcome a// donations, it is crucial that our monthly
fund reaches its £850 target on time — when bills have to
be paid. Meanwhile thanks to SP subscribers for £6 in'
donations this week. Total so far for September is £194.

Please send donations — however large or small — to:
Socialist Press, BM Box 5277 London wWC1v 6XX

Workers Party [Polldl CP ] as

nists (to whom, -

their party.”

‘Such a statement is a ,
damning indictment of 33 years
of Stalinist rule and burgeomng

- bureaucracy.

Kania of course cannot and

- will not change the nature of

the Stalinist state apparatus,

‘which is organised to protect

and perpetuate the privileges

~of the bureaucracy in the |
~ deformed Polish' workers’ state.

~ His appointment has been
welcomed by the Kremlin Stali-
| .as former
chief of the secret police he is |

well-kknown) precisely because.

they know he will miss no
opportunity to check the revol- |

.utionary’ movement and restore |

the stability and authonty of

‘the state.

He will endeavour to do thls

in the first instance by drawing’ |

strike leaders into the bureau-
cracy. Ominously Lech Walesa
of the Gdansk Strike Committee |
has announced that he will no

Jonger work in the. shipyards—

even though his reinstatement |
was one of the major gains of 4
the strike. j

Instead he is movmg into
his own govermnent-supplledgs
office, and is holding meetings
with Cardinal Wyszinsky and
the Central Committee of the ;
official trade unions. - |

‘But with the regime lssumgf- .‘
increasingly  sombre warnings .
to the thousands of workers
still. on strike, Walesa still 4
feels far from secure: according
to.a West German newspaper h‘e—
still fears arrest, declaring ‘
head is already on a block. S

The gains that have been |
won in the struggles are very .
real and  historically unpre-
cedented: but it is only through
carrying through the complete .
~ political overthrow of the Stal- .
inist bureaucracy and the estab-

- lishment of a . revolutionary

government of workers councils -
that Polish workers can protect
these gains.

In- this task they require
above all a revolutionary, Trot-
skyist party with a clear grasp
of the nature, historical develop-

"~ ment and contradictions of Stal- "

inism and the need for its poli-
tical overthrow




