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~ This week’s Labour oon;
ference will echo time and
again with calls from all

sides for “‘unity’’ against the
main enemy— Thatcherism’.

It is clear to all that the Tory
government’s .non-stop torrent

require a united class response

~conscious
amount of protest or peaceful
persuasion—no  matter how
‘united’—will change the course
| of this govemment of bosses,
' bankers and speculators.

~ The only way to stem the
Tory offensive is to bring down
the government, using the
immense power of the labour
movement—a  power which
stopped the Heath government

1974.

But while Labountes ‘nght
and ‘left’ call for ‘unity’ within
the Party, what is their attitude
towards a fight for such a

Thatcher?
Callaghan  has openly
declared not only his opposition

Prior was plainly well
pleased last week as AUEW
:leader Terry Duffy declared
his willingness to “live
with” the Employment Act
at a conference organised by
the Industrial Society.

- Duffy warned Prior to avoid
a “provocatlon” like the jailing
of a union leader, which might
trigger an uncontroliable
response,

EETPU leader Chapple, too,
had some advice for the Tories.
Speaking at another one-day
-conference he warned Thatcher
not to try to “drive the unions
'into the ground”.

Heath’s error in 1971 had
been to fry to do too much at
__once Sald Chapple: but the

ted 10 the Trotskyast Enternmonal Liaison

‘of attacks on the working class -

| from the labour movement: but
| it is equally clear to every class
worker that no

dead in-its tracks in January

perspective of struggle agamst'

to action to bring down
Thatcher but even to industrial
action to prevent the Tories
implementing their policies
while in office.

In this he has the full

backing not only of Dennis

Healey and the right wing clique
that leads the Parliamentary
Labour Party, but also of the
TUC bureaucracy.

NUM leader Joe Gormley,

‘whose members were instrumen-

tal in the defeat of the Heath
government in 1974 has most

wvividly summed up the view of

his fellow chiefs,
declaring that:

‘“We shall have fights with
governments of all varieties, but
we must never give the impres-
sion that we or any other union
will go on strike in order to
change the government™,

But if the right wing and
union leaders make no secret of
their opposition to allout

union

action to defeat Thatcher, what-

about the Labour ‘left’, whose

- noisy efforts to introduce long-

needed democratic procedures

into the Labour Party will reach -
their crucial turning point on

Wednesday?

Not ‘these
union chlefs'

Tory union-buster James

| \ Duffy
Employment Act stood a better

chance of survivial. Good
employers could help by “using
it properly”!

Thus Thatcher’s anti union
offensive has now won the tacit
support of the leaders of 1%
million workers. How many
more bureaucrats in practlce

 share these views?

Do the ‘lefts’ have a serious
alternative to offer workers

"seeking a road of struggle

against the Tories? Leading ‘left’
Tony Benn certainly does: not.
In an interview with Socialist
Challenge (25 September) he

‘makes it very clear that he too

stands opposed to the fight for
generalised strike action to
bring down the Thatcher
government: |

 *“To come back to the ques |
tion about how you get rid of

the Thatcher government—after

20 years of silence on socialism

you can’t short cut it by indus-
trial muscle.

You've got to tackle the real
argument, which is that these
arguments have to. be injected
into the public consciousness

and then you have to bulld |

support”.

Whlle Benn continues his
vague strategy of ‘‘injecting”
arguments “‘into the public
consciousness’’, Thatcher con-

~ tinues to . destroy jobs, public

services and democratic rights.
The growing strength of left
wing currents within the Labour
Party can only produce a
forward movement in the class

struggle insofar as  such
diversionary  concepts are
rejected.

Only by presenting before
workers a clear perspective for
action against the government
of the class enemy in defence of
their jobs, living standards and
hard won rights can pohtlcal
consciousness be raised.

Councils of action

This means spelling out
unambiguously the necessity for
local struggles to be extended,
through the building of councils

of action drawing together dele-

gates from all labour movement

bodies, into mass, generalised

~action with the _ob].ectlve of

bringing down this savage
bosses’ government.
It means exposing all of

those trade union and Labour

‘leaders who mouth ‘opposition’
practice

to Thatcher while in
allowing her to proceed W1th her
attacks until 1984. |

And it means constructing a
new, revolutionary leadership,
drawing together the most prin-
cipled class fighters in the
labour movement in a struggle
for the independent interests of
the working class. -
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Not these
councils

13 Labour councils—10
in London plus Sheffield,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and

press their struggle against
the Tory cuts not towards a
mobilisation of the working
class in a full-scale confron-
tation, but into the High

Court!

They are to try to prevent

| Environment Secretary Hesel-
tine imposing £18 million penal-

. Tory cuts,

ties on 4 verspendmg

councils. But in the meantime,
other Labour councils continue
faithfully to implement the
| ts, and public sector
workers face declining living

standards and the wholesale loss -

of jobs.

What "is- needed is not f_ace-'

‘saving legal wrangles, but a clear

call for mass action to bring
down the Thatcher government
this wmter

Workers remain ready to fi ght the Tories

The Tory press has had a
field day attackm the
supposed “left wing purge
of TUC  right wingers

Chapple and Sid Weighell.

But GMWU leader Basnett—
certainly no ‘left’—summed up

the real position clearly in an

interview on ‘Nationwide’., At
stake, he stressed, is the central
uthonty of the TUC and. the

need to stop its leaders publicly

attacking'its declslons
After giving a standing
ovation to Calleghan’s call for a

.new social contract, TUC

leaders are preparing the ground
to enforce such reactionary
deals—by suppressing all forms

of opposition.

Chapple may be the victim

today but it could be Scargill

tomorrow

{ counties of

drawal™,

‘been forced onto

‘ 00Cupying"

r Kltson s
Castle
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Break
deal on

Ireland!"

-One ~of the

occupation
Northern
Ireland. | S

Last
succeeded in forcing a debate on

Ireland onto -the conference

order paper—with a ‘troops out’
motion being heavily voted
down as a result of union block
votes.
This

year a oomposite

:" motion is to be debated on

Wednesday, calling for:

policy.

_ *Repudiation of the pohmes .
1 of successive governments on

Ireland.
~ *Instructing the Labour
leadership to “adopt a policy
favouring political and military
withdrawal from Ireland™.

*Calling on the next Labour

government of “lmmedlately
begin this process of full
political and military with-

“Prevention of Terrorism’.’ Act.
Calling for

for the prisoners in ‘H’ Block,

Long Kesh and Armagh Gaol.
The composite motion is not

an ideal policy on Ireland: in

particular it is ambiguous as to
whether it is calling for a
“phased” or an immediate with-

drawal of troops, and lacks any
.call for a mobilisation of the
British labour movement in
solidarity with the Irish libera-

tion struggle. -

But the fact that Ireland has
the order
paper for a second successive
year and the growing number of
motions on the question are an
indication . of increased aware-
ness among Labour activistsof a

need to fight in opposition to
British  imperialist oppression.

It is certain that once again
the key votes against such a

policy -will come from union
delegations—few of whom will
carry any specific mandate on
the question from their confer-

CNnces.

The fight for the immediate
‘Wlthdrawal of British ‘troops
"from Ireland and the right to
self-determination of the Irish

people must therefore be taken

- up with renewed vigour within

the trade unions at local and

‘national level.

{ clearest ;
‘-examples of - Laboin‘/'l' ory -
collaboration is in the “bi-
partisan” policy of support
for the imperialist military
of the six.

year Labour militants
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“be held next Sunday in
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There vrould'seem to be

more than a few - parallels

between the US Presidential
election and the election to

West Germany to decide the
Chancellorship.

Franz- Joseph Strauss, the
rlght wing Christian Democratic
Union-Christian  Social - Union

‘candidate, standing against the
Social Democratic Party incum-

bent Schmidt looks very much
like Reagan against Carter.

Hostility

It Oints to the same poverty

of chmce for the bourgeoisie of

the respective -countries that
such an apparent electoral
liability as Strauss was chosen to

- oppose Schmidt.

Vicious hostility to Strauss
has shown itself all over West
Germany -where anti-Strauss
committees have been set up in

= INTERNATIONAL =

most large cities focussing on

the rallies he speaks at.

In at least two of them —the
big northern industrial centres
of Hamburg and Bremen—tens
of thousands of people have
attempted to break the rallies

Schmtdt with close ally Carter {above) and an an-tz Strauss'demonstratzon (rzght)

up and riot police were called in

to disperse the demonstrators.

Cashed in

~ Schmidt has of course easily
cashed in on the anti-Strauss

feeling and has used both that

and the relative stability of the

German economy in the midst .

of the capitalist recession as his
election platform.

Schmidt’s
policy with the USSR Strauss

Although because  of

continued detente

has attempted anti-communist
witch-hunting, the policies of
the SPD and the CDU/CSU are
almost identical and the' SPD

only retains a majority in the

Bundestag - (parliament)” by a
with

\

formal coalition

political accomodatlon not only
with~ the  Saudi  Arabian
monarchy —the most economic-
ally powerful imperialist ally in

the Middle East—but also.with

the imperialist nations them-

‘selves, through a proliferation of

~ the

trade deals with the
France and Britain.
Despite its leftist rhetoric,
bonapartist regimc of
Hussein’s Arab Ba’ath Socialist
Party. retains its power only by

the most vigorous repression of

USA,

trade wunion and democratic -
rights within Iraq.
Political executions  of

- opponents have included not

only Communist Party members

and militant student and trade

union leaders, but also opposi-
tion elements from within the
Ba’athists’ own ranks.

- And the regime, even while
declaring itself in favour of
‘self-determination’ ‘for the

Iranian Arabs of Khuzestan has
pursued its own persecution of
the Kurdish minority within
Iraq’s borders. Indeed the initial
now

motivation  of the

¥
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plainly

world capitalist market,

cotltested 1975 treaty with the
Shah was to ¢stablish a common
framework for repression of the

Kurdish struggle for national
independence.

Sovereignty

In exchange for Iranian help
in containing the Kurds, the
Ba’athists conceded Iranian
sovereignty over - the
al-Arab estuary.

Now Hussein has calculated
that the time is right to reverse
this humiliating concession.

But the Iraqi forces have
plainly found the military going

harder than they-—-or anyone
elss—expected. And, far from
being = forced to a rapid

surrender, the Khomeini regime
regards this external
threat as an ideal opportunity
to win back some of its lost
mass support in. a war of
“national defence™.

~ Already the ‘Marxist’ fQrces
of the Fedayeen have been
pulled back into line, publishing
a statement In the rabidly
Islamic daily paper Etala’at call-
ing upon their thousands of

supporters—still hounded by

‘Khomeini’s supporters—to rally

to ‘‘defend the revolution and
independence of the country in
the face of attacks from the
Iraqi fascist regime’’.

The fact is that in neither
Iraq nor Iran do the masses have
any -interest in the military
defence of the ruling cliques.
Though neither is a direct client

state of imperialism, their anti--

imperialist rhetoric cannot hide
the fact that both are reaction-
ary governments administered

by petty bourgeois demagogues

within the framework of domes-

“tic and world capitalism.

Persecutlon
. They are locked iInto the

seek to defend the existing
balance of class forces.

Both therefore pursue  the
persecution of national minor-
ities, the vicious oppression of
women and of gays, and seek to

suppress all forms of socialist.

political opposition.

Shatt

and .

That both are now prepared

to engage in a futile war over a
-waterway which both need to

use in order to export their oil,
rather than throw their military

resources behind the struggles of

the Palestinians and present a
common front against imperial-
ism and its stooges in the Middle
East, is further testimony to

their contempt and hostility to

the oppressed masses of the
Middle East.
Civil war

- Socialist Press stands

opposed to support for either

side in this war. We defend
neither Khomeini nor Hussein
against the other: we would
however defend either or both
against an imperialist attack.

In the present war, the task
before both Iraqi and Iranian
workers is to turn the struggle
from a territorial dispute with
an external “enemy’”’ to a
struggle against the Hussein and
Khomeini regimes at home.

This-means the fight within
the armed forces on each side
for rank and file committees
and soviets to halt the hostilities
and the formation in Iran and
Iraq of factory committees and
committees of poor peasants to

turn the war into a civil war in -

which the masses confront the
state forces that daily repress
them, and take up the fight for
a workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment.

Minimum step

It would be necessary to
demand that such a government
should, as a minimum step,
move to end the national

“oppression of the Kurds and

other minorities; extend demo-

cratic rights to the workers”

movement; open the books of
industry to the workers’ move-
ment; expropriate
holdmgs and establish workers’

“management over state-owned

enterprises; - and adopt a
genuinely internationalist anti-
imperialist foreign policy, pledg-

ing active support to revolution-
ary struggles in the Middle East -

and elsewhere.

the

capitalist

capitalist Free Democratic Party

(FPD).

Bécause of the apathy of the
German electorate caused by

“the bipartisan politics of West
Germany Schmidt has warned

against ' complacency among
SPD supporters and has care-

fully avoided spelling out the

long predicted public spending

cuts he W111 have to nnplement
after October 5.

Prepare flght

The task c'onfro.nting the
German working class is clear.
No votes must go to the Free

Democratic Party. An SPD .

government with an overall

majbtity _,must be returned and

- workers must then prepare to

take "up a fight against the
inevitable attacks on their living

standards that will be launched .

by the Schmidt government in
the face of the growing reces-
sion as an essential step in the
fight to build a new revolution-

ary leadership in the . German

labour movem ent

2, 000 students and teachers demonstrated through Parts last Monday agamst closures

increases in class sizes and the gearing of educatzon to industry

- Gandhi 'S new

crackdown

The National Security
Ordinance brought in last
week by the government of
Mrs Gandhi in India is very
similar to the Maintenance
of Internal Security Act
introduced when
last in government. .

This Act was so d.ictatorial"

that the Congress Party was
overwhelmingly voted out in the
1977 elections.

But the alternative presented
was the Popular I'ront Janata

coalition which while calling for

democratic reforms, contmued
with a capitalist India.

~ The Janata, made up of both
right-wing and workers parties
soon broke up-leading to the
re-election . of Gandhl eight
months ago.

The economies of" countnes
such as India, like Turkey, are

she was

| sibly

80 milch in debt to imperialism

with so much of their income
tied to interest payments that

they are doubly affected by the
‘world economic crisis.

That a democratic India can
only be established by a socialist
revolution is shown by the way

that there are continuous moves .

to dictatorship.
The latest moves are osten-
attributed to recent

communal riots, a factor in

which is a shortage of jobs and

falling living standards.
In reality, as several of the
statements of Mrs Gandhi have

hinted at recently, the aim is to.
suppress strikes and riots over

rising - prices. The dictatorship
is aimed at depressing the
living standards of the working

class.

One of the prows:lons of the
National Security Ordinance is

imprisonment without charge

for up to twelve months.
. .

*Stallmst bureaucracy

Polish—
StOppag el

formed

The  newly

‘National Confederation of

free trade unions in Poland

‘has called a one-hour stnke-f

for this Frlday

The
action is that it shows the new -
unions being driven into united
action in the face of the moves

by the ruling bureaucracy to |
- prevent groups of workers join- |-

ing the unions.

Thls united fight is import- |
ant. The bureaucracy would |
have liked to separate out the {

sections of workers and ple:f.
them off one by one. r

The fact that Gdansk and N |
Silesia workers are now coming
to the aid of others is vital-not §
least for their own defence. |-

The decision of the new con- ‘|

federation to publish their own

national daily paper is also an
important  challenge to the
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| The twin.-bourgeois form-
-ations of the Democratic
parties

and  Republican
continue to dominate the

"US pohtlcal scene despite

their unanimous contempt

and hostility to the organ-

ised working class.
Even the renomination of

Jimmy Carter by the Demo-
cratic . Convention = failed to

produce any explosion of anger
among
prewously attacked him.

-In particular William Wimp-
isinger, leader of the 950 000-
strong Machinists Union, failed
to walk out as promised after
Carter secured the candidacy.

As: Labor News, paper of

the American Socialist League

(DC) reports:
- “Wimpisinger declared that
he would remain a supporter of

~the Democratic Party, although

he would form a committee of
“Democrats for Commoner”
(the Citizens Party candidate).
Wimpisinger, of course, has
no - business staying in the

Wednesday 1 October 1980

trade unionists who had
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General Evren
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Democratic Party, whether its
nominee is Carter or Kennedy.

It is interesting to note that

the one issue which both Carter
and Kennedy did publicly agree
upon amid the pre-convention
“hostilities” was the need to
pass the bill deregulating the
truckmg mdustry

| Attack Teamsters

This bill has been devised
spectfically to attack  the
Teamsters Union, under the
pretext of makmg the transpor-

~ tation of goods more economic-

al under present high gas prices.
Also, neither Wimpisinger
nor anyone else at. the con-
vention  saw fit to attack
Senator Kennedy .for his pro-
moting the rlght-wmg and anti-
labour Senate Bill 1722,
-~ Nor* was there a syllable
uttered to criticize Carter for

‘supporting the Shah of Iran or

for ordering a helicopter

invasion of that land earlier this -

year.
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Or for sendmg troops to El |

-

cold war campai

'Ex-general: and former
navy chief Bulent Ulusu,

appointed Prime Minister by -
Turkey’s

new military
rulers; last week announced
his cabmet ‘

In his inaugural speech he

made it clear that his intention
was to continue the economic
and international policies of the

recently deposed  Demirel
administration. , . |
Predictably, Ulusu followed

the line of the junta’s leader -

Kenan Evren in‘declaring Oppos-

ition to extremlsm both left '

and right,
If he carries out his inten-

'tion to ‘eradicate all seeds of

terrrorism’ and purge the state
sector of militants of both sides
then he will have achieved the
nnposs1ble

There is scarcely a work-
shop or an office which is
neutral. The September 12 coup.

itself was the culmmatlon of the
~ military’s response to the deep-

ening polarisation of Turkish
society driven forward by the

country’s economic crisis.

That crisis remains as an
gbstacle the ruling class have
still to surmount. |

S hosses partie

“

‘Salvador.
Or for busting the strike of

the United Mine Workers. ,
Or for admitting into his
party’s. ranks a congressional

candidate from California who"

is a member of the Ku Klux
Klan!

Immediately followmg their

two conventions both the
Republican and Democratic
Party candidates began in

earnest the themes of thelr 1980
campaigns: to prepare the popu-
lation for another war.

Reagan, speaking at a confer-
ence of Veterans of Foreign
Wars in Chicago, declared that
he thought the Vietnam war was

-a *“noble cause” and that the

- get the United States into a war

-only thing wrong with it was

that the government didn’t
really want to win it.

Carter, as chief executive,
went about this theme less
openly, for his task will be to

by November in such a way as

to make it appear that it was
not his doing.

In mid-August the 'highly '

credible Washington-based
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-Party at  the

The striving of the Furkish
ruling class to maintain the
illusion of the present regime as
classtess and based only on

- national unity is confirmed by

the two key figures in Ulusu S
cabinet. -

Employers federation
Turgut Ozal, deputy prime
minister, is a former leader of
MESS, the employers federation
.major industrial
capitalists, which at its latest

conference spelt out the need .

for the factory owners to use
the new conditions to raise the
level of exploitation.

They stressed the need to

‘lead workers towards moderate

unions’ ie. away from the left
wing DISK union confederation.
Ozal has established his cre-

~ dentials within the ruling class

by leading the bosses in their
marathon lockout of the metal
workers union in 1977 -and

- more recently by acting as -

negotiator with Western govern-

ments and the IMF on credits
~and conditions as a major figure

in the Demirel government.
- Sadik Side, secretary of the
yellow union conf ederation

columnist  Jack Anderson
reported the existence of top-
secret plans of Carter to invade

Iran in mid-October, with the

optimistic  (“Born  Again”)
hopes that it would be “popular
w1th the electorate”.

Acceptable

Taking
Defence Brown announced
behind the back ' of the
Secretary of State, the. new
military policy of the US would
be that ‘a limited nuclear war
against selected non-civilian:
targets would be “containable”
and therefore acceptable!

- The Socialist 'League points
out that, although we cannot
support either Carter, Anderson

~or Reagan, there are limited

political steps that can be taken -
this autumn, in addition to
fighting for working class power
on a daily basis.

First, nationally we call fora
critical vote for Andrew Pulley,
the Socialist Workers. Party can-
didate for President of the
United States.

We do so pninanly because

the SWP stands for the building
- of a Labour Party in their stated

programme.
Voting
course hardly enough, and we
urge workers to campaign in
their unions for withdrawal of
- support for either
Democrat or Republican candi-
dates, and to utilize their union

‘organisations toward forging a
-~ working. class party. to stop

plant closings, create full
employment at a living wage,
and to oppose the plans for war.

We have supported recent
motions for a Labour Party at
the UAW convention in Califor-
nia, and 'will call for a Labour
upcoming
Teamsters for a Democratic
Union meeting this autumn. -

Also we call upon supporters
of the Citizens Party to demand
that it’ become a Citizens/

Labour Party with a socmllst -
h_programme -

his cue, Secretary of

. for. Athe SWP is of'

~many ‘dead on  both

Turk-Is has been named as

- minister of Social Security as -

an apparent oounterwelght to
Ozal.

Meanwhile the political

kllhngs briefly suspended havé

inevitably begun to re-emerge.

In only the second week of

the dictatorship, many cities
are again the scene of assassin-
ations and clashes between the
army and left-wingers
sides.

© Kurdskilled

“The worst incident has been
in Turkey-Kurdistan last Friday

when 8 were killed by the'

military.

Noticeably, the targets in the
soldiers’ sights are not the right
wingers and fascists who are
well aware that it is they who
will eventually benefit from the
army takeover. .

‘with

Solldarlty

War 'between' Turkey S
bordering states Iraq and Iran

confirms the volatility of the
Middle Eastern region and gives

added urgency to imperialism’s
determination to patch up the
tattered relatlonshlp between
Turkey and Greece.

Plans are well in hand for

Greece to return to full partlc-

lpatlon in NATO.
‘"That means agreernent must
be reached quickly on the vexed

questions of both Cyprus and

the Aegean seabed and airspace;

both being sources of sharp dis- |

agreements and national nva]ry
So far the junta’s cautious

approach has meant that it has

yet to be fully tested by either

‘the bourgeoisie or the masses.

Discontent is already growing,

Campa|gn

| In Britain the Turkey
Solldanty Campaign is
pressing at this week’s
Labour Party conference for

support to a labour move-

ment petition that states: -
‘“We declare our total

opposition to the milita:y coup .

in Turkey and its suppression of
all democratic rights ircluding

the abolition of independent’

trade wunions and- the right
to strike. Y

‘We deplore the British
government’s refusal to

~condemn the military dicta-

torshlp and its oompllmty in
NATO’s war preparations.

We call for:

1) the
of all political prisoners in
Turkey and a halt to threatened

nmmediate release |

executlons I

. 2) -an end to all economic

~and military aid to the junia

“from the British government
3) solidarity with the

Turkish workers and peasants }

and Kurdish people including
-~ Labour Party support for action

~organised by the trade union "
‘movement.,” |

We urge Socialist  Press

~ readers to raise these demands

in their union branches, along

with ‘a call for trade. unioni

action to black all arms and
supplies  destined  for the

- Turkish junta. :

The next meeting of the
Turkey Solidarity Campaign is
to be held -on Monday October
6 at the Roebuck Pub, Totten-
ham Court Road, 7.30 p.m.

Solldurliywﬂh

b .

been camed

The .I_nt'ernational Comm-

ittee of the Labour Party

has added its voice to the
condemnation of July’s
vicious mlhtary coup in
Bolivia . - | |
- But its resolution looks
to the Tory government,

not the trade unions, to-

block trade and aid to the

-new junta, and pledges
support to the exiled capit-
~alist government — -which

offers nothmg to Bolivian
workers. -

Meanwhile in Hull the
following

ThlS

recent military coup
in Bolivia and expresses

peasants
‘workers of

- against the new Junta.
It calls on the TUC to -

resolution has

the Hull and.
Dlstnct TUC deplores the

Bolivia masses

its .solidarity wit'h the

struggle of the miners,
and

give maximum material

support to this struggle

in: - |
- 1) organising a full
scale blacking campaign

of all trade w1th the-l

Junta;
2) part101patmg in

| »'bulldlng a national cam-
paign of solidarity ; |
- 3) using all necessary
‘means to ensure that
recognition ‘and aid are

withheld from the Junta

by . the Brltlsh govern- "

ment.

other
B olivia |
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'On . the day before

TGWU leader Alex Kitson
‘was joining the TUC: ‘efts’
and voting Frank Chapple

out of a top job, he was
calling the police to the
union’s Smith Square head-
quarters and supervising
them throwmg out a group”

of strikers and supporters

from Reading’s Adwest
factory who had been occu-
pying.  Transport House

demanding official support

for their struggle.
Kitson (a leading figurc in

“the Chile Solidarity (dmpangn)

together with the union’s
National Officer Ron Todd,
who has been prominent
recently on platforms-demand-
ing more democracy in the
Labour - Party = had  been
embarrassed by this challenge to
their carefully cultivated repu-
tations as socialist -champions
of the oppressed. |

The occupation had tollow—

ed last Monday’s mass picket

outside the Adwest plant where

a minority of workers are in
their fifth month of a strike

“against victimisation.
a The mass picket itself was
‘the latest in a series which have
repeatedly come up against the
Tory/police moves to deny the
right to picket effectively, and
which have seen scores of dl‘l’LStS ,.
~in the process.

Smallest

But it was the smallest so
far and confirmed the severe

problems faced by the strikers

in trying to sustain the action

‘without union support.

The small turn-out undoubt-
edly accounted for the arrogant

decision by the police to pick «

on two of the pickets they
regarded- as ‘trouble makers’ and
arrest them for no reason what—
soever. -

Immediately after the picket

came an announcement that the

strike committee were calling on

as many as possible to join them .

in a lobby of the TGWU’s
London office to demand a

-meeting with and action from

the national leadership.

Sympathy

‘Time and again the strikers
had raised their plight directly
with General Secretary Moss
Evans, Ron Todd and national

“official Larry Smith.

~Sympathy:- and promises

were received 1n abundance —but -
~none of them had shown any

willingness  to overturn the

‘bureaucratic. decisions of the

bouthampton Regional Office

-whose sccretary Ron Ashmain -

had used past financial irregular-
ities and non-payment of dues

-as a reason .for withholding

union backing.

‘. .

Only official

I'ive strikers and twenty-five
in all made the journecy, and by
mid-morning were- assembled
outside the offices, a stone’s
throw from the Houses of

Parliament. Soon after they

were met by Power and Engin-

~eering  trade group National
.Offic.er

[-'red Howell, who
announced: himself as the only
senior official in the building,
and invited everyone inside for
a meeting, a move which he was
later no doubt made to regret.
Howell was peturbed to find
that no record of the strike had

been submitted to him even -
. though the dispute fell w1th1n

his trade group.

Police evict occupier by side door

dwest strikers still
refused support

R

When TGWU  convenor
Danny Broderick outlined the
history of the strike and
detailed the continued refusal of
the union leadership to concede
official status (which apart from

badly-needed regular finance

would . provide the conditions
for stopping supplies and black-
ing production) Howell was

» visibly shaken by the strength of

the case.

Another striker, Bashir, told

how he and many other ‘Asian
workers on the night shift had

been personally called out by

the local official and told to

~stay on strike even when this

meant risking the loss of their
jobs.

Disbelief

When told that all of this
had been made known to the
TGWU’s leading officials,
Howell expressed disbelief and
undertook to raise it again-with
them, though Evans was away
sick -and the others could not
be found. |

By afternoon the determm—
ation of the strikers and their
supporters was such that they
agreed to walit as long as neces-
sary for a personal meeting with
Evans, since too ofter promises
had been given, personal ‘inquir-

ies’ volunteered and nothing had .

come from them.
Ron Todd had now been

located in negotiations with

Ford management on the wage
review and arrangements made
for him to meet with the dele-
gation.

When he amved his initial
reaction was a good-humoured
‘tell me all about it”; but when it
dawned on him that the people
he = was dealing with were
serious and meant business his
attitude underwent a dramatic
change. |

Cornered over his earlier
broken promises and pressed
about his record in other

Pickets outside Transport House

.........

workers’ struggles (he had been

secretary of London Region 1

for a large part of the marathon
union recognition battle at
Garners Steak Houses and took
personal charge of the even
longer running and similarly
betrayed strike at Sandersons
fork-lift truck plant in Skegness)
he screamed that he was being
accused of reSponsibﬂity for
selling out every ‘struggle since
the Battle of Hastings!
Offers of a meeting with
Moss Evans were given and then

‘taken back as Todd was driven

frantic by the strikers’ persis-
tence. .
He badly needed help and

found it in the form of Alex

Kitson, Evans’ number two and
an experlenced and hardline
bureaucrat. o
Kitson’s last card in getting
rid of his awkward visitors was
to fix a personal phone call to
Evans® himself.  Victimised
striker Martin Kaufman then
spent the next hour trying to
pin Evans down on a meeting.

- The best he would offer was
half an hour in Blackpool at the

Labour Party conference  a
whole week later! - ©

Non-members

When Kaufman reaffirmed
their decision to stay in the

building until they got both a

meeting and off1c1al union sup-

" port Evans. ruled that in that
case all non-TGWU members

would - have to leave the
premlses

Not wanting to ]eopardlse
their chances this was agreed
and the three remaining
members of the TGWU settled
in for an overnight stay.

More strikers had come up

- from Reading by the following
morning and some others had

responded to the occupation’s
call for their supporters to

mount a demonstration outside .

the building to publlclse their
cayse.

SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 1 October 1980

Bureaucrats |
going through the doors of
Transport House is nothing

special but last Tuesday there;
“were rather more of them and

many had a rather harassed
look.

Others® were crammed

anxiously together inside ,the

doors in the hall outside the
room taken over by the -protes-
tors.

Throughout the mornin
hectic negotiations had still
failed to bring the meeting with
Evans, who had obwously con-
cluded that the occupiers were
not going to be put off by
smooth talking and to risk .a

“meeting might prove damaging.

The tactic all along of Evans

and Todd and the others had
- been to keep the Adwest strike

at arm’s length, avoid direct

implication with it and the fact

that it was in the forefront of

‘the fight against Prior’s anti-

union law and allow them to say
afterwards that any blame for
its betrayal rested with the

- bureaucracy at regional level,

‘The forcing of a confron-
tation had put an end to that.

It soon became clear how
the union leadership had

~decided to play it when joining
Kitson and Todd at lunchtime -

was Ron Ashman freshly arrived
from Southampton.

He had, apparently, by coin-

cidence, been ‘“coming to
London anyway’’ and had called
in for a chat!

In fact the purpose of his -

visit was to put the hard line he
had so often put before against

any concession on the question .

of making the strike official.

This was then seized on by
- Kitson as being the union’s final
- position.

An ultimatum was given to
the occupiers—leave or the

police would be called. Despite -

the obvious nervousness of Ron
Todd, who was lamenting the
‘bad publicity’ the occupation

was attracting, it was clear that

the bureaucracy were absolutely
determined to put an end to
the action by any means
required.

The three remained defiant.
They were adamant that they
would not compromise on their
demands and force would have

to be used to remove them.

This  point was strongly

made in the TV interview given
- shortly before the police moved

in; Martin Kaufman denounced

| the hypocrisy of those union

leaders who declared opposition

to legal attacks on the unions

and then resorted to the same

methods - themselves  against
strikers. - -
' Under directions  from .

Kitson they were physically
removed by the police, care-
fully using the side door.

The ‘end of the two-day

occupation, bringing together

the bosses’ policemen and the
policemen of the unions in

., united action against workers

Convenor Danny Broderzck (rzgh t) argues thezr case
coming and

fighting on basic rights is an
appropriate combination which
will become more familiar as
the fight. against this Tory
government is stepped-up. |

TGWU  militants should

- protest and raise resolutions

condemning last week’s outrage -
and press harder for the union -

~to give official support to the
Adwest strikers. -

| —
. . i 7
»

At 9 o’clock an inspector
and a sergeant entered the
room with Kitson and informed
the occupiers. that they woutd |
have to leave,

When asked upon_ what Iegal

.grounds the police could remove

them, the mspector was

,flummoxed and asked to speak

to Kitson in private while the
occupiers “‘considered - their
position” ' |

At 9.30 p.m. a more senior
officer entered the room with
the original inspector and
sergeant and with Kitson in tow.

The question of the legality -
of the police action was again
raised. : |

The. senior ofﬁcer replied

that the occupiers would be
removed from the bu:ldmg

under “Common Law”.

As the officer put it:

*An ‘Englishman's home is
his castle and Mr Kitson’s bu:ld-,
ing |s h/s castle.””! =

> ﬁ'odd e
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The failure of | s_Ome of

‘the left wing organisations
and trade unionists in Hull -
‘to take the threat of fascism
.. -seriously was highlighted on
~.‘Saturday 22 September.

The Hull branch of the New

| _National Front were allowed to

lay a wreath on the steps of the
City Hall—supposeédly to mark

the destruction of the British
- fishing industry.
Althou h the fascists’ inten-

tions had been known for some

- time it was only on the previous

Thursday: that they Thad
announced the time and date of
the wreath laying in an advert
in the local paper.

In the short time. available, |

the "anti-fascists managed to
120 demon-
strators to greet the fascists. The

bulk of the demonstrators were

gathered opposite the City Hall
in Victoria Square, while others

- were situated in front of the
- City Hall and on the steps of
the building. ' |

As wusual a substantial
number of police had been
turned out to carry out their

~ What is it that Frank
- Chapple has that other trade
“union leaders do not?

It is: this star quality that
makes this difference between a
super hero and an also-ran.
It cannot be simply the
'crude consistent right wing line.
It .cannot be the iron shackles in
which his members groan. It
cannot be the matey bonhomie
that he shares with the hard
men of Fleet Street.

‘There are others-that would
share his crown if it were this
alone. Who else can be so brazen

about his careful solicitude for

British capitalism? So brutal in
his contempt for workers who
want to fight? So obviously at

home glaring out from the pages .

of ~the Daily Express or the

| Dazly Mail?

".

Their man

- For unlike some of the other
open right wingers of the TUC,
Frank Chapple does not crawl
for.the respect of the capitalists.
He does not have any sense of
ambiguity. He is their man,
hook, line and sinker.

- And they respect him. They
want blood. He gives them
blood. They want to sce

workers crawl. He makes his

members crawl, -
They play word games with

- democracy. He suppresses the
last vestiges of workers’ demo-

cracy in his own union, and
‘then is hailed as the man who
supported workers’ democracy
in Poland.

His pedigree is unempeach-

able. Not just the man who
- exposed the Reds. But the man
who actually was a CP member
- ‘and then exposed them.

That sense of 'danger; of the

man once contaminated him-

self; who saw the light—whose

N Fascist youth .

~usual function of protecting the

fascists..
Their first actlon was to

clear the front of the City Hall

and form a cordon between the
demonstrators and the building.
The fascists arrived in a mini-

‘hatred for Communism does not

depend on theories or ideas but
on a naked vendetta fuelled by
the material privileges that his
position brings.

So there he stands. If Fleet

Street had an Order of Lenin;

Chapple Would be the man to
win it. .

Fnends

So when Chapple is snubbed;

when the bureaucrats club at.
the TUC closes its ranks against -
- the man who breaks their under-
standings on public criticisms;

then he has as many friends as
there are words in the Fleet
Street headline writers’
armoury. ’

The newspapers squabble

over who saw him first. They vie
for the most outrageous quotes.

- They tumble over eachother in

their condemnation of the TUC.
They even trip without irony

into defence of the TUC’s

whole history, which is that the

‘elections’ to TUC committees.

are a charade in which the hacks

- keep their seats and the rest

wait for a death in the family.

Gutter press

The Guardian has been try-
ing to demonstrate that it need
learn little from the gutter press
when ‘it decides to play rough.

(Its leader last week on the’
attack by the NAS/UWT against

the headteachers’ scabbing guide
was a classic of anti-union
polemic). | -

Gleefully the Guardian
launched into defence of

Chapple: »
-“He abhors Commumsm at

home and abroad, with all the
zeal of a one-time arty member

and he finds the TUCs half

baked matiness with its East

bus which parked in the middle
~of the road opposite the.City
Hall steps while all other tr_affic_

was held up by the police.
As the fascists emerged from
the bus they were greeted wth

verbal abuse and the chanting of

slogans by the demonstrators.

- Two of the fascists were
bearing Union Jacks while John
Tyndall carried the wreath.

| Skirmis’hes

As they approached the
steps of the building some of

- the demonstrators attempted to

break through the pohce lines
to .confront the fascists and in

the skirmishes that followed the

police made five arrests.

Later another demonstrator
‘was arrested for throwing empty
cans at the mini-bus.

- Four of the arrested were
charged with breach. of the

~.peace and appeared before the

magistrates court on the follow-
“ing Monday where two were -
fined £50 each while the other

—a fifteen year old youth—was
fined £25 after pleading gullty
to the charges.

European counterparts hard to

swallow.

Though not an incomes

policy man, he disliked the

Winter of Dnscontent for its

violent picketing; its disregard

for the young, the old and the

sick—to say nothing of Labour’s

election prospects”,
Not that you should ran

'away with the idea that the
. 'Guardian is about to launch a

defence of some democratic
accountability of TUC leaders.

No! The one admirable thing
it finds about the TUC is its
bureaucratic stranglehold.

“The sensible and honour-
able tradition round the general
council table has long been—as
we argued last week—that jobs
on  senior ,'
handed out on a mixture of
seniority and muscle”,

The Daily Mail had been the
~first to see the full potential of
the story. Every other paper on -

Fleet Street had felt obliged to
lead its front page with the
Iraq/Iran war.

Not  so the Muail which
summed up the world political

situation in general in the head-
line "TUC are mean and vindic-

tive”

The Express hit back with an
editorial ‘“The giants and the
pygmies” which seemed to
parody the mindless patriotism
of the Beaverbrook ghosts.

“We did not win the last war
because people indulged in an
endless debate on division of
labour. We won it because
everybody banded together. Mr
Chapple has the unfashronable
realism and common sense to
see that that is the only way we
are also going to win our present
economic battle

A profile of Chapple' (My
members won’t give a damn)

‘which shared the page, seemed

commitiees are

- WrIote:

" The fourth, another youth,
pleaded not guilty and his case
was adjourned for a week.

It is not clear at this moment
in time if the other two arrested

are going to be charged or not,
The harsh lesson of this

event is that regardless of the -
. fact . that

the wreath was
destroyed after the fascists had
left, the New National Front
had achieved their objective.

They had made their gesture
in Hull and had got away with
it. |

Until the labour movement
mobilisies all-out - action to
prevent the public actions of the
fascists, they will continue their

reactlonary agitation, exploiting

racial tensions and nationalist
sentiment —particularly in areas

~of mass unemployment.
- To oconfront - the fascists

requires the building of workers’
defence squads. drawn out of the

labour and trade union move-

ment.
The anti-fascist sub-commlt-

‘tee of the Hull Trades® Union

Council, dormant for some
time, must now be built up and
must seriously con31der these
questions.

4 .

to have. been compoSed on the
run. The Industrial

“He rushed from TUC head-
quarters after his supposed
humiliation at such a pace that
we . dodged - buses, taxis and

bemused tourists for half a mile
‘aswe talked™’.

The: E xpress - named

Chapple’s article in its own

pages on the Day of Action
as one reason for his ‘supposed

humiliation’. (It would be useful

- fought
-bundled them out, managing to

Editor

1
|
ot

20 tascists

~ hit lo don

A group of about 20
National Front fascists
erupted into violence last
week at a Communist Party
rally in Acton - West
London. |

Shouting “The Reds, the
Reds, we’ve got to get rid of the
Reds” they hurled chairs and -

threw punches at all w1thm
reach.

The = 150-strong meetmg
back and eventually

inflict some of their own
medicine on them. |

.. The signal to start the fray -
‘was given by the regional organ- -
“iser of the NF during

the speech
by Joe Bowers from ‘the Irish
CP.

1dent1ty—~but still allowed him
in.

. The main speaker, CP Se(':re-'
tary Gordon McLennan gave a
Benmte-type speech calling for
import controls, bigger wages

m01dent1ally lf the press could

make up its mind whether he
has been humlltated or not). .

In that.article he had argued

v101ously against political strikes
and in favour of the ‘demo-"
cratically

elected’
government. |

- The Daily Mail was not to
be outdone. It followed the
story up with another profile of
Chapple,

Thatcher

and- only

The stewards on the door :
had been alerted as to the man’s

not written on the
~run, but by Linda Lee-Potter,

I I I ' ?.
4’ r a ’ :
. " .

minimum  rate

increases (!).

The interesting speech when

it was able -to resume was by
Joe Bowers.

In a difficult-to-follow con- -
voluted speech he attacked the

record of the CP and its present

non-interest in promoting dis--
- cussion of ‘Ireland in the British

labour movement. ,
‘“We contribute’ to the

atmosphere of srlence around

Ireland™.
He also stated that although

‘he still thinks that he was right -
to attack the “Troops Out

people”’, one harmful side-effect

of this was to dampen the dis-
cussion of Ireland in the Brltlsh*
- workers’ movement. ’

His contribution clearly
reflected major differences on

“Ireland inside the Communist-

Party whose members have in
some areas, particularly Oxford,

stood- at the forefront of those..
wztch-huntmg soclalists and

trade unionists who support the
struggle for troops out

“who can pbur out eyewash

even faster than Chapple can
poke people in the eye. :
Shegushed away in top gear:
“The brash roistering publi¢
image. of Frank the thtck
skinned, Frank the fearless, he

says is totally alien to the man
who writes poetry in his five

bedroomed house in the

country where he’s built a

library and "where sheep graze
on twelve acres,
He keeps 200 pigeons, goes

ori six mile hikes and drinks

cocoa before he goes :to bed.
He’s a marvellous cook ‘better

-than any woman’,
He has the powerful

shoulders of a pugilist, the

dramatic oratory of a dema- -,

gogue, the sexy charisma of a
matinee idol and a slight
tendency to address individuals

as though they are on the tenth -

row of a public meeting”,
But 1t is after wading

| through another column of

these sexist, 'sentimental banal-

-ities that we eventually come
across an insight-from Chapple

himself., After learning that his
childhood was a rerun of Jesus

Christ’s (he confounded wise
‘men with his w1sdom) Chapple

goes on:

“I loved animals, We had-
rabbits, pigeons, cats, dogs,
canaries, If anybody had a sick
cat or dog .they’d - seek my
advice. In some strange way thls
developed a. leadership quality
in me,

If you breed animals you’re
-always taking decisions on their

behalf and politics is only an
extension of this”.
Well in the EETPU no doubt

it is. The membership are called
upon to jump through the hoop
" as Chapple plans out their route
to the slaughterhouse. It is no

wonder he is as sick as a parrot
at his demotlon
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The mtensrfrcatron of the
world economic  cCrisis,

~ bringing rising unemploy-, :
‘ment and growing inflation

w.thin = the adva’nce.d section of the masses in that search and harrass likely oppon
capltalrst countries, . IS vicinity. ents, to no<ury, State Securit.
They now openly conspire Courts such as dispense ‘Justrce

expressed on an altogether
within -
Turkey. |

FFor, if the country’ S entrre
post-wa‘r history has scen a
mounting reliance on Western
credit, confirming the inevitable

'mabllrty of the Turkish capital-

ist class - to frec itsclt from
imperialist domination, the last
few yecars have  brought
industrial stagnation, which now
paralyses vast sections of the
economy and virtual nationai
bankruptcy. . -

“Nearly ' 1 in 4 ar¢c out of
work; repeated devaluations of
the Lira bring huge price riscs
where inflation ftluctuates at
figures nearing 100% p.a.; oil
imports are practrcally at a
standstill, meaning no fuel for
power stations -and. bringing

regular 5-8 hour power cuts; the -

black market thrives while a
whole range of -basic commod-
ities are unobtainable; tor
‘millions, meat has long ago

. passed into the super-luxury

category.

- Meanwhile imperialism’s
bankers, the:-IMF and OECD
haggle among. themselves over
who should sacrifice mgst to
sustain the ravaged economy.

Discarded

Though having long ' since
discarded any serious thoughts
of such debts being repaid and
scarcely even bothering to fill
out the cheque-stubs, neverthe-
less every dollar and mark is lent
at a price.

- The terms.and conditions
attached are commensurate with
the .vastness of the sums
involved. However achieved, at
whatever ' cost, imperialism
demands measures which will go
at least some way towards
creating = conditions for
profitable production. _,

The ~ massive proposed
denationalisation and selling off

' to private capitalists of sections

of the country’s huge state-
owned resources, particularly
‘mines, oil and land (in form, not
~-un11ke the Tories’ pollcy in

Britain), are a direct response

to.these demands.

But imperialism’s interest in
Turkey is far from limited to
economics. The  country’s

- strategic position, its proximity
to the Gulf area and the Soviet
Union an, not least, its massive
standing army, . combine to-
‘make it, in the present period,

RAMURSEL _
ANKARA™ BELBASI
U R K E v

o lNCIRLII(

..'. -

miles

of part'icu'lar - ir‘nportance to
NATO.
Since the foundmg of the

Turkish republic, the military

has seldom been out of earshot
of the country’s political life.
Built from the Attaturk-led
armed struggle against imperial-
ism, the army poses more than
most as a ‘respectable’ arbiter
between the bourgeoisie and the
exploited masses.

In reality, its regular internal
deployment over the last 30
years has been to serve as a
Bonapartist broker

antagonistic sections of the
ruling class itself when,  as
~ today, bourgeois politics reach
an impasse. -
Such was the threat in,

December 1979

of Armed
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Ferces vChief .of Staff General

Kenan Evren. In frank terms he

spelt out to both Prime Minister
Demirel and to Bulent Ecevit,
opposition leader of the
bourgeois Republican People’s
Party, that if they failed to
‘democratically’ suppress the

‘militancy of the working class
and crush the rising national
struggle of the

liberation
Kurdish people, then in the
name of the ‘nation’, brute
force would be the alternative.

Blunt warning

Significantly, the mﬂltary
chief’s blunt ' warning went
beyond the domestic crisis and

referred to the danger of ‘hot -‘

Sold iers carry o ff con fzscated Marxzsr lzterature

..............

war’ within the Middle East.
Demirel too, talks increasing-
ly in the same language. With
Carter using - the USSR’s
invasion of Afghanistan to step
up imperialism’s ‘cold war’ turn,
the hasty re-opening of Turkey’s
NATO bases as part of the

- agreement for additional finance

is but a part of imperialism’s

regional strategy.. |
| Still shell-shocked from the

effects of the mass movement
which swpet away Iran’s Pahlavi
dynasty, robbing them of their
strongest and most dependable
state ally from which to oversee
their Persian Gulf interests (and

with similar tyrannies far from

secure), the imperialists’ role for
Turkey has taken on ,much
greater significance.

Ultrmately, their only real
hope of regaining the initiative
and creating conditions for a
badly needed offensive rests on

a decisive defeat for a sizeable

with the Turkish bourgeoisie in
carrying out that plan, well
aware of the measures necessary
to achieve it, and the mass

opposition it will provoke.

As with the Chilean bour-
geoisie in 1973, Turkey’s ruling
class now finds its fragile ‘demo-
cracy’ breaking under the strain
of the social crisis, which daily
assumes more and more the pro-
portions of civil war.

Though martial law has been,

extensively imposed, the last

period has been characterised by

-~ working class resistance through
the trade unions to attacks on

wages, jobs and basic rights. -
Struggles against the bosses

have turned increasingly into :

direct confrontations with the

state apparatus. With splits and ~
 divisions wracking almost every

sphere of social life and

mobilisations of students to the

fore, still the boldest and most
militant response has come from
the industrial protetariat. .«

Essential features

Events in Ismir during the |

early months of 1980 brought
tog ether many of the essential
features of the climax which
the class  struggle 1s now
reachlng

In the city’ s TARIS state-
owned factories, the govern-
ment-directed polrcy of using
armed . fascist thugs against
union militants to smash up
shop floor organisation led to
the 7,500 Workers seizing the
plants.

Fearing this reaction would
spark off a general movement
in open defiance of the govern-
ment, Demirel launched

" massive army and air force 0per-
‘ation against it. |

Tanks and thousands of
troops put the factories under
siege - and eventually over-ran
them, with mass arrests result-
ing. Followmg prolonged street-
frghtmg as workers and youth

in the area demonstrated.their

sohdarlty, Izmire joined Ankara

and Istanbul in being placed
under martial law.
Such confrontations from

now on will typify the kind of
~explosions detonated by the

growing polarisation of capital
and labour. | )
- It is these tensions which
have led to an unprecedented
build-up of  repressive state
measures. The Parliament which
they are designed to make

“irrelevant is, ironically, now i

. also being prepared. True as it i

“movement, their - most
immediate and heaviest applica

- the starkest reminder of the
~savagery of a system whose

‘among many in that position

- such persecution.
~» Their history has been ong

| blows struck

Funeral of left wing

the process of finalising a whole
battery . of - legal measures
ranging from ~ granting police
almost unlimited powers to

in Northern Ireland.
- Sweeping additional powers
strengthemng ‘martial - law are

that these moves are designed to
be used against any opposition

tion will be against the Kurdis
national minority.

Strategy

The continued subjugatio
of oppressed nationalities i
crucial to unpenallsm S globa
strategy.

The plight of such peoples i

existence is based not only o1
the . exploitation of labou
within nation states but on the¢
denial to millions of even the
right to exist as a separat
people.
Though only Sne peopl

the 20 million Kurds, strew
over five different countnes are
particularly acute victims 0

of almost unbroken arme
struggle for liberation thoug
compromised and diverted a
every turn by their leadership’
hopeless faith in diplomacy anc
fondness - for -reactionar’
.alliances. |

Throughout, thelr oppressor
have had the arm’s-length assis
tance of the Kremlin, who pa
only lip-service to the principle
of self determination. =~

Actions speak louder thar
words, for one of the bigge
against the Kurd
was the sell-out by Stalin of the
first Kurdish republic, a casualt
of the carve-up between the
Soviet bureaucracy - anc
imperialism at Yalta and
Potsdam. - |

Victories

‘Kurdish military victorie
over the reactionary Islami
despot Khomeini across th¢
Iranian = border has giver
renewed vigour to the ' te:
million who populate Turke
Kurdistan.

“The present martial law tha
stretches across that area is fa
from new. From its earlies
years, the Attaturkist ‘single
nation’ well - understood th¢
threat posed by the Kurds to 1t
stabrhtv S
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With crude government
- propaganda presenting Kurdish
.people: -as ‘mountain Turks’
-while brute force deprives them
of their languagé and culture,
resistance has sharply increased.

"~ On this more than anything
“else the bourgeoisie .is united,

~which lines up both Demlrel and -
Ecevit against ‘divisionism’ and-

the Kurds’ just claim for

. secession and complete national

~autonomy.

Nationalism in its most reac-
tionary and pernicious form is
historically a consistent feature
- of fascism. Systematic harrass-
ment -of ethnic minorities flows
naturally from. its exfreme

chauvinism and bizarre ideas of

racial purity and superiority.
For Turkey’s fascist National
Action Party, the Kurds. fulfil

-~ the role which "elsewhere has-
- been the lot of blacks and Jews.

- Complemented by  'the
Moslem fanatics of the Islamic
National Salvation Party, and

- with  the connivance of the

state, the fascists pugsue a
campaign of terror of breath-
taking dimensions. -

- Whilst having an expanding
group of deputies within Parlia-
ment (which it uses to force the
pace of government attacks),

the. NAP relies for its influence

on open terrorism;

Backed by finance capltal it
draws its support predominantly
from the pétty bourgeoisie and
backward youth which, organis-
ed into Grey Wolves bands, have
a bloody record of ruthiess
slaughter.

Assassinations

Assassinations - are daily
events. Liberals and intellectuals
university professors and state
" officials regarded as too progres-
_sive are regularly gunned down.
- But it is trade union militants
and socialists who are the

pnmary target, since fascism’s

goal is the physical liquidation
- of all workers’ mdependent
organisations. =
The stepping up of this
orientation through attempts to
force workers into the corporate
MISK federation was behind the
Ismir confrontation.

Yet the reasons for fascism’s

rapid expansion, indicated in
the literally |
- butchered by them during the
past few years and confirmed by
‘last autumn’s elections which
brought them a projected vote
-of close on two million, are not

to be found within the ranks of

reaction alone, |

- An examination of the
policies and record of the
workers’ political leaders reveals
organisational - paralysis ~ and
~ pacifist prostration of criminal

thousands
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proportions. Central to this has
been the role of the Turkish
Communist Party (TKP) leader-
ship and its accommodation and
subordination to the bourgeois
RPP.

Though itself the victim of
proscription and  extensive
suppression, its links with the
prestige of the Bolshevik revolu-
tion have ensured it
considerable mass support, spec-
ifically within the left trade
union federation DISK, which
organises 40% of industrial
workers. \

But even in the face of
countless numbers of their own
members being wiped out, the
TKP have fought bitterly against
direct working class - action
against the fascist menace.

Beginning from the principle

of maintaining links with an
illusory ‘democratic’ and ‘pro-
gressive’ section of the ruling

class, they ruthlessly oppose any.

measures which would alienate
the ‘liberal’ bourgeosie around
Ecevit, | .

Applying the classic
Menshevik idea of a ‘two-stage’
revolution—first

clmg to the legacy of the RPP’s
former anti-imperialism.
In doing so they ignore the

‘nature of the present epoch and

how the fifty-odd years since
Turkey’s foundation confi:m to

‘democratic
‘capitalism, then socialism—they

......

.....

......

.....
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Demzrel addressmg J ustice Party election rally

the hilt the inability of any
native bourgeoisic anywhere to
carry throuzh the democratic
revolution and assert their inde-

- pendence from imperialism,

In setting out and elaborat-
ing the Bolshevik programme of
Permanent Revolution, Trotsky
graphically |
inabilityy of the indigenous
ruling class to carry through the
task s historically set for it.

On the contrary, the

"establishment of basic demo-
~cratic rights in such backward

countries becomes inseparably
bound up with the struggle for
socialist revolution and a
workers’” and peasants’ govern-
ment as a transitional step

towards the proletarian dicta- -

torship.

Disastrous

In other words, at the base

of, and flowing from, the TKP’s

disastrously. wrong, Stalinist
policy against fascism (in the
same mould as the Peoples
Unity and Popular Front prac-

tised by the Eurocommunists)
-lies a profoundly counter-revol-

utionary method,
However much the hardline
pro-Moscow TKP  leadership

may scoff at their ‘soft’ Euro-

communist counterparts in
Western Europe and elsewhere,

illustrated  the

in reality they share with them a
common rejection of the leading
independent and decisive role of

‘the wotking class.

The TKP’s appeals to, and
reliance on, the capltahst state
to deal with the fascists is a
similar rejection of Leninism.

Aside from the colonisation =

by the NAP of whole areas of
the state machine (particularly
government  ministries, the

police and army), for MarXists
the .state exists for one purpose

alone—to represent the interests
of the class that rules.

Rifts and divisions will un- -
doubtedly emerge within it as
‘the crisis deepens, but for the .

TKP to appeal for defence to
‘patriotic’ military officers is to
court catastrophe

Pinochet in Chile was at first
Allende’s pick of the generals
because of his ‘loyalty to the
constitution’!

To achieve their state power
the workers and poor peasants
must smash the bourgeois state
apparatus and replace it with

its own. One cannot evolve into -

the other.
- Conditions within. Turkey
today are directly pre-revolu-
tionary. The struggie for demo-
cratic rights and against fascism
cannot be separated from the
destruction of the degenerate
capitalist system itself.

The demand for a united

- programme directed:

~workers’

- soldiers.

Turkish women campaign against rising prices

N

RaE .‘.:_-._-_..

front of workers’® organisations

and building of armed defence
squads against the fascists

challenges organisationally and-

politically all attempts to bind
the revolutionary forces to any
wing of the ruling class.

It forms part of a
towards
dual” power along with the
demands for wages linked to a
index of inflation,
occupation and workers control
of factories as steps towards
their expropriation, land reform
and cheap credit for the poor
peasants to free them from the
tyranny of landlordism-—cul-
minating in the building -of
soviets © of - workers, poor
peasants and rank and file

The Republican Peoples
Party is a member of the Second
Internatiohal of Social Demo-
cratic parties.

At first sight, it appears to

have a lot in common with the

British - Labour Party. But its
history is completely different
from the history of any social
democratic party. The RPP is
not a bourgeois workers’ party,
as Lenin-described the Labour
Party.
- Historically it has directly
represented the interests of a

section of the Turkish ruling

class and only recently has it

seen it best to pursue those

interests by adopting the guise
of a party of the organised
labour movement.

The RPP originated as the
party of the one-party state

founded by Mustafa Kemal. As
‘the only party in Parhament it

stood for a form of corporatist

government -that shared many

features with fascism.

[t was strongly nationalist,
though secular; it was in favour
of a ‘strong state’ which inter-
vened in every aspect of life, it
severely restricted democratlc
rights and repressed any auto-
nomous workers’ movement.

- It has been the rejection of

~its rule by sections of the
bourgeoisie which has made the

RPP try to shift its ground

Both before and after World

War 11 during attempts to imple-

“ment a more convincing form of
parliamentary democracy, the

bourgeoisie =~ swung  behind
parties that represented their

interests under what were very’

changed conditions—that is they

“were In favour of less state

control and greater freedorn for
capital.

In the crisis of the thlrtles
this party (the Free Party) was
shorthved because the bourge01-

sie still sought the security given

by the strong state policies of

the RPP.

- equivocal

‘But in - the post . war
economic boom, first Menderes™
Democratic Party and
Demirel’s Justice Party won the
support of increasingly large
sections of the bourgeoisie and
Turkey was ruled through a
liberal democracy.

. In the condltlons of oompar-
ative freedom. and economic
expansion the organised labour
movement grew rapidly.

It is this movement, which
the RPP had prewously
suppressed, and ‘in whose

development it had no part, that
‘the RPP now aspires to lead.

‘The growing strength and
militancy of the working class,
together with the gathenng
economic crisis, provoked inter-
vention from ‘the mllltary in

- 1971.

Equivocal
Demirel’s JusticehParty was
towards military
repression, and under its new

“left’. leader Bulent Ecevit the

RPP moved to fill the vacuum
through  the Parliamentary -
leadership of the opposttion.

It dressed itself in the
clothes of Social Democracy,
with a programme in defence of -
workers’ rights, the welfare
state, etc., wrapped up in left,

| popuhst rhetoric.

Like the bourgeois

Democratic Party in the USA,

with - a similar ‘pro-labour’
veneer, the RPP has never had
organic links with the workers
movement,

Unlike Social Democrat ic

~ parties which are the reformist
parliamentary expression of the

labour movement—built by the
working class but with leaders

- who consciously serve the bour-

geoisie, the RPP historically is

the party of the Turkish state.
Though now covered in a

cloak of ‘liberalism’ and ‘demo-

cracy’, today, as before, the

RPP is an organisation built for

- and dedicated to preserving the

bourgeois Turkish state, As
such, not only has it no interest
whatsoever in defending
workers against capitalism, ‘it is’
generically incapable of doing
$O. |

[llusions in its class nature
and the maintenance of its
links with the trade unions
result from the influence of
forces within the working class
who fear the consequences of
independent political action by
the proletariat.

The experience of the masses
will inevitably confirm the disas-

trous results of a continuation

of that alliance in the struggles
ahead. *

then ~ .
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Benn prides himself on

the openness of the Labour
Party .to all
socralrst thought.

It is truc that one of the
. strengths of the British working
class has been its ability to
~create a unified trade union
structure and a unified polmcal
organisation. |

But one i1s tempted to ask

whether this is not due in large

measure to the spinelessness of
the socrallst wing of the move-
“ment.
~In other countries :
have ”fought in a
way “for an anti-
capitalist programme in the
labour . movement, the open
bourgeois agents have ‘lost no
“time in splitting thc movement.

socialists
~ determined -

Party movements which have

really fought the right wing,
like the SLL Young Socialists
in the 1960s, have becen uncere-
moniously expelled ,

In the period. of Brmsh
wirnerial . strength,.
of exploiting the peoples of
- Africa and Asia could be used

by the capitalists to provide

some reforms, and this provided
a material. basis for’
- programme of the pro-capitalist
leadership of the Labour Party.

~ But that basis does not exist
any more. So the right wing
must now resort to open Tory-

style attacks on the working -

class, and demands tor them to
accept sacrifices with nothing in
- return, o .
Their only  role iIn
Labour Party is now to sabotage
the efforts of the working class.
to defend itself. The Labour
Party’s “broadness’ has become
just a cover for the right.

‘No demand

Benn refrains from any
demand to drive them out,
although is likely that 1if
Benn’s reforms were carried
most of them would walk out.

- The struggle to democratise
the Labour Party 1s important
in itself because for Labour
Party members to gain more

control over the manifesto and.
- the election of the leader, forces
a more rapid development of

their political-ideas.

Practice will quickly expose
the incorrectness - of the left
reformist policies which they
- themselves voted for, and ‘the
incompetence - of leaders they
chose. -

questions raised by the oppos-
ition of the right wing.

It shows up clearly how
these people are just using the
mass support of - the Labour
Party to implement policies
‘which ate against the interest of
Labour Party memvers. |

- And since this is the case,
why won’t Benn and the other
-left_s fight to kick them out?
The task of carrying the “broad
church” has become an intolex-
able burden for the working
class.

Decline

This leads on to the question.

of the future of the Labour
Party. We would agree with
‘Benn that -the present period is
- one of the decline of capitalism,
and that halftemedies are o
good.
~ But if the reform of capltal-
‘ism is out of the question, how

is the power of capitalism to be

broken?

strands of -

where

“And even within the Labour

the benefits:

the -

the .‘

Even more important are the .

Benn devotes a chapter to

- the need to democratise the

army, and . discusscs  the

- possibility of a fufure NATO

intervention  against. - British
defiance of the Treaty of Rome.
Is the Labour Party the kind
of party which could defy such
threats or  organisc armed
workers’ resistance to military
intervention? .
Benn - warns

now of the

“lessons of Chile: but. are his

politics not thc same kind of
‘left’ sounding contusion as that

peddled by Chilean Popular.

Unity leader Allendc?

Another problem to be con-
fronted is the -fact that the
Labour Party was créated by the
trade unions which by their very
nature are organisations devoted

to the betterment of workers

within the framework of capit-

alism.
N

‘their

lifte

Callaghqn

Could * this link—which is
now mediated by the trade
union bureaucracy—survive the
adoption by the Labour Party
of a revolutionary perspective?

The union bureaucrats like
Labour’s right wing leaders see

endorse -revolutionary politics..

But what- importance would the
‘Labour Party have w1thout its

trade union links?

- These questions cannot be
answered immediately. They
can only be answered in the
course of a struggle for correct

_policies and principled leader-
ship. What is certain is that the

ongoing- struggle to transform
the

education of the present-day
supporters ofTony Benn.

power and privileges as.
bound up with the continuation
of capitalism. They will not

- leadership

Labour Party will be a
~decisive part of the political

This is the second, concluding
part of a review by GEOFFREY
WESTON of Tony Benn’s book
‘Arguments
(Penguin)

for  Socialism’

One thing they will have to
break with is the chauvinist
tradition -of the British labour
movement. Benn 'is in many
ways a supreme example of this.

He assumes that the history

‘of the British socialist move-
“ment is superior to all others.

Look for instance at the follow-

ing passage:
- “Marx and. Engels,” Rosa
Luxemburg ‘'and Trotsky,

together with a whole range of |

socialist philosophers, have been
read by British socialists as we
have developed our own home
grown beliefs in freedom, demo-

cracy and equality, and this is

reflected in the constitution of
the Labour Party ™. -

The implicit assumption is
that into our superior tradition
we absorb a few wuseful ideas

.from outsiders. If the British
- working class is to achieve a

socialist society, it will need to

. break with this outlook.

Such questions as ' the

~Russian Revolution, the tragic
lessons

of Allende’s Popular
Unity in Chile and the power of

the workers’ mass movement in
Poland are not just matters of
- academic interest.- |

They . contain the essential
experlence on the necessary
programme,
of the working class
for the achievement of social-
ism, experience entirely lacking
in the British tradition.

It is also necessary for the

Brrtrsh working class to breéak
from the policy of occupying

Ireland. Benn does not mention
the questlon of Ireland at all in'

his book.

‘This 1s a grave omission.

Benn has now signed the limited
80,’

programme of ““Charter
concerning political prisoners in
lreland and has agreed to speak

organisation and

~and product development which

a0
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at the Labour -Committee on
Ireland fringe meetmg at -the
conference. .

But the main questron is the
withdrawal of British troops and
on ‘this Benn has made -no
commitment.

A last question concerns the
future of Tony Benn himself..
Many of Benn’s policies in the
1970s seemed designed to
deflect his followers from the
struggle against capitalism.

" Planning agreements -'

- For instance, the widespread
movement for greater control
over
directed by Benn towards
planning agreements for the
strengthening of ailing
caprtalrsm and worker “partici-
pation” without power (as in

British ' Leyland).
~ Inthe present book there are

industrial policy was

- likely to
. combines: than to act as .yet

Benn .

‘Benn believes could provide the

basis for a new social contract-v
under capltahsm

Wage _freeze

In other words it would.

‘mean joint union/management.,

decisions to freeze wages, rarse
prices, cut jobs, etc.

Benn also suggests plannmg
agreements should be made
between combine committees -
and management. But this is less -
strengthen.  the -

another way of absorbing harm-
lessly a possible source of

~opposition to capltallst ratlonal- |

formulations about free collec- .

tive bargaining over wages,
prices, investment, * products,
exports, manpower forecasting,

ctossroads,:

isation. .
Benn does appear to be at a.

which is no doubt

because h1s followers are at a

crossroads too.

Which path they take tow-
ards the dead-end of reforms or
the road to revolution—will
determine the immediate futu’re

- of the socialist movement

Britain.

Guest reviewer STUART SUTHERLAND looks at the frlm ‘BRUBAKER’ drrected by
Stuart Rosenbero and starrmg Robert Redford

Robert Redford plays
Brubaker, the new warden

at a prison farm in the deep |
south USA, who arrives dis-

guised as a new convict.
He witnesses at first hand

" the brutality and corruption of-

the heavily armed trustee con-
vict guards, the prison govern-
or and the local capitalists.
‘Brubaker hides his true
identity until a crisis arises. A
convict |
security area that is worse than
a pig sty goes wild and threatens
to break the neck of a fellow
inmate wunless he gets better
treatment, |
He demands
warden and to emphasise what

‘he wants he sings the Aretha

Franklin song ‘R-E-S-P-E-C-T’

Brubaker reveals
identity to a disbelieving crowd
of onlookers and then proceeds

- to restore calm by promrsmg-

reforms.
It turns out that the
reformer Brubaker has been sent

~ by ambitious political backers
‘to_expose the situation at the
prison as a 'way of discrediting

more powerful polrtlcal groups

held in a maximum

to see the |

Jocal
his true

in the state and wmmng eeneral
reforms. |

Of course we knew trom the
start that Redford could not be
just another prisoner.

He 1s marked out by the

~director as something special by

the way his elegant golden

- coiffure is preserved during the
induction proceedings and the
" mysterious

way he
aloof during the violent and
cruel actions of the prison
guards.

This is not the behaviour

we expect from the Sundance
Kld

Slave labour

Brubaker ends the supply of
slave labour- from the prison to
farms and businesses,
improves the living condrtrons
of the convicts, establishes a
prison counci and stops the
exploitation of the ordinary

convicts by the trustees. All of

this has the backing of his
political supporters.

But it is.when he discovers
that many prisoners have been
murdered on the farm and
presses hard for this to be made

remains -

public and used agamst the state
government that. he loses his
support. ' -

He is going too fast, too
soon_ for the political expedlen-
cy of his backers and he rs told
to cool it.

Environmentalist

- Redford is a liberal ‘in real
life, an environmentalist, .and
so is Brubaker. |

He goes it alone, one man
against the system, believing
that "right and rteason must
prevail and  is consequently
broken when his
masters withdraw their support.

- Many of the critics of the
film - “Brubaker” are also
liberals.

They pompously write how
Redford as an actor cannot
contemplate seif irony
throw up their hands in horror
because Hollywood is cashing in

on protest through the box
office successes. - like
“Brubaker’’, “China Syndrome”

and “Comm Home”. -

This last point is of course

true, and obvious. But it ignores
the many progressive and 1i unpor-

political

and

“tant features of these films. Ina

manrer like no other medium
they bring. before a huge
audience important issues such
‘as the abuses of the prison

system, nuclear reactor safety

and the impact of the Vietnam
war. | S
“Brubaker” is allegedly
based on scandalous real-life

incidents at a prison in Arkansas

in the late sixties.

The film has many very
powerful sequences, despite the
rambling pace that presumably

- results from the change in direc-
tor early in the film’s

produc-
tion from Bob Rafelson to
Stuart Rosenberg.

- Violence

CIt graphically depicts the
arbitrary violence of prison life,

the distrust and fear in.mates'
and the

have of each other,
authorities’ need to break the
convicts spiritually as well as
physically in order for the
prison business to function
profitably.

And that is what prison in
the USA is all about. They are
meant to be profit making

“and the

concerns. All this .makes the
movie ‘“Brubaker’ well ‘worth
our attentlon “

-Respect |

The fatal weakness of this
film is that ultimately it is about
Brubaker’s relationship with

other men noteably the young

convict Bullen, a look-alike for -
Clint Eastwood in Dirty Harry,
pivotal black trustee

‘played magnificently by Yaphet

Kotto. The only women in the:
film are a whore and a cold,
calculating careerist.

Like the maximum securrty
prisoner at its beginning this
movie is more concerned to win -

from the convicts and the
audience R-E-SP-E-C-T for
- Brubaker as a man than to

tackle the political questions it
raises and ‘that scream out for
attentlon
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The recent ' republication

by the formerly Trotskyist
"WRP of Max Eastman’s

1926 pamphlet The Young

Trotsky has attracted deser-
vedly little crmcal atten-

tion.

. However the occasion
presents the opportumty to
recount what is known of
Trotsky’s relationship with

Eastman, and all its problems,

for the beneflt of Socialist Press
readers - unfamlhar with the

story.
Readers who have come to
know of the WRP’s

‘for ‘investigation®

penchant
may . be
surprised to find that the new

 edition of Eastman’s pamphlet

is ‘published without the proper
degree of cautionary foreword

~which would be expected from
such a

‘security consc1ous
‘party’ as the WRP.

Cine 'footage

It would of course be
entlrely scurrllous of this

reviewer to suggest that this
‘lapse’ was in any way connec-

ted with the WRP’s financial
crises and its need to utilise and
monopolise cine -footage origin-
ating from Eastman’s collection.

Eastman was born in 1883,

and died in 1969 He edited a°

famous radical . journal = “The
Masses’ in the period before
World War I and was-
supporter of Trotsky and the
Left Opposition and was res-

| ponsrble for translating many of

Trotsky’s most important books

into English. -

This much can be gleaned
from  the footnotes

to go- further"

Frrstly, the history tells us a
great deal about Trotsky himself
and the problems he struggled
to overcome in conducting his

work..

Secondly, it yields important

“lessons on the ways in which
oppositions within the Trotsky-
. ist movement shde mto anti-

commurnism. L

The most spect acular
example of such degeneration in

recent years is of course Robin

an early

to the . passing into the

Pathfinder Press “Writings”. =
"~ Why then, is there any need

"Communism’’

4

Blick (Robert Black) who is
.camp . of
anarchism = as a short

stepping stone on the road to

- the ruling class.

The lessons of FEastman’s
trajectory need to be frequently
tepeated to any party which
recruits individualist 1
tuals of that kind.

James P. Cannon in “The
First Ten Years of American
recounts how he

-and Eastman were. part of the:
American. delegation to the
Fourth Congress of the Comin-
tern in 1922.

During this Congress it was
who

Eastman arranged a

Makers of Il
I Modern
Marxismililili

| By Terry Eagleton

STILL AVAILABLE -
~ This Socialist Press pamphlet contains articles by
Terry Eagleton on marxist theoreticians from the time
~ of the Comintern to the present day—Lukacs, Korsch,
Gramsci, Benjamin, Marcuse, Sartre and Althusser.
Price 65p including P&P from WSL, BM Box 5277

' London WCIV 6XX
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term

intellec-

~ Trotskyist
Max Eastman’.

~~~~~~~

meeting with Trotsky which
eventually swung the Comintern

behind the drive to legallse the
the USA -

Communist Party in
and to break out of the isolation
imposed on it by the domina-
tion of the foreign. language
groups. .

In the same book Cannon
writes that ‘the first American
was undoubtedly

Newspaper

During 1928 Eastman
published the Platform of the
Left Opposition and some other
Left Opposition documents, and
gave Cannon considerable help
in establishing ‘The Militant’
after the expulsion of his
faction.

Eastman’s pamphlet is one
of the earliest documents repres-

enting his relationship with
Trotsky. | ,
The preface to the original

English” edition, reprinted by
the . Healyites, = contains
Trotsky’s letter to Eastman. in
which he makes it clear while he
does not object to the proposed

biographical project and will

provide background information
for it, he cannot and will not
accept any political responsib-
ility for the resulting document.
Thus he writes:

% ..I cannot agree to read
your manuscript, for that would
make me somewhat responsible
not only for the factual side

but also for characterisations
| It is quite
obvious that this is impossible™.

and valuations.

“The
Eastman’s
pamphlet contributed substan-
tially to Trotsky’s difficulties in
holdmg together the developlng

.publicat ion of

opposition to the Troika’ of
Stalin, Zinoviev and Kamenev.

Factional struggles
At almost the same time

another and more Important a

book by Eastman, ‘Since Lenin
Died’, was publlshed setting out
in pubhc for the first time many
positions of the Opposition.

The first account of the

developing factional struggles
was set out, and more import-

~ ists in the SWP later.

‘biographical
~ .to ‘The Young
a large body of correspondence .

antly Eastman described the
manoeuvres engaged in by the
Troika to suppress Lenin’s
Testament and the last lettéers

he wrote to the Party before |
his-death. | ]
The Opposition was under

threat of expulsion if" it con-

ducted any public controversy -
with the Party, and the public-

ation of Eastman’s book had all
the -hallmarks of an attempt by
Trotsky to circumvent the disci-
pline of the Party. |

The other leaders of the.

Opposition were not prepared
to risk expulsion on the issue of
Eastman’s book, and called on

"Trotsky to.reject it publicly.

The Political Bureau of the
Party drew up a statement of
rejection,. which they pressed
Trotsky to sign. (ThlS state-
ment can be found in “The
Challenge of the Left Oppos-
ition, 1923 257 collected and
publrshed by Pathfinder). The
Party press throughout the

“world hurried to -publish the

statement widely. .
Trotsky was to reject the

statement on several occasions

from 1925 onwards, beginning
with his letter t6 Muralov of
September 11 1928 which was
reprinted in the New Inter-
national in' 1934.

The Stalinists were to use

the incident against Trotsky on
a number of occasions, as were
the petty bourgeois opposition-

relations with
much less

Trotsky’s

Fastman  were

affected by this incident than.
might have been expected, if the
available documents are a full

account. (Eastman in his preface
Lenin’ refers to

Wthh does not appear to have
been published).

For example in his letter of |

11 July 1929 te Maurice Paz

‘How

Formed’, Trotsky writes:

~ “Eastman designates himself
a “fellow traveller”, not aspiring

to any leading role in the Left

Opposition, content ' to assist.

He has acted correctly, unable
to give h:mself entlrely to the

movement.”
Within a few years this easy
" relationship ~ was seriously

Revolutionaries  are

Trotsky addressing the Fourth Congress of the Communist International in 1922

strained by Eastman’s rejection
of the Marxist theory of dialec-
tical materialism and by the
difficulties

man as a translator and lrterary
agent |

"By May 1931 Trotsky was
already expressing his concern,
in a private letter to Shachtman

~about the difficulty he was
‘experiencing in obtaining pay-

ments for his History of the

""Russian Revolution which was

one of his
income.
The

main sources of

excerpts from the History serial-
ised in various papers.

In - the letter Trotsky first
voices his concern at Eastman’s
failure to fight for Trotsky’s
interest in this case when the
money was urgently needed to
launch a German journal.

Although Trotsky and East-
man were not bound together

by a contract, their collabor-

ation contmued because of
Eastman’s many- contacts with
American publishers. -

- In his
that -he got

‘some ~ very

handsome prices’ for articles by |
the Amerlcan‘

Trotsky from
press.

Durln 1932 Eastman’s open |

rejection of the dialectic led to
some sharp words from Trotsky.

enin

-1932

| , encountered by
Trotsky in working with East-

| publisher, Boni, was -
claiming hrs 5% royaltles for

mtroduction to
“‘Young Lenin’ Eastman claims
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In his letter to Glotzer of ]uly
he describes Eastman S
philosophy as follows: '

“Eastman was here a week

ago. We discussed various ques-
tions. His attitude toward
dialectical materialism alienates

“him from our world outlook to

a very high degree, despite his
active political sympathles for '
the Left Opposition.

- Even though he has rejected

‘philosophy, he has a philosophy

of his own—more or less 18th
century - French rationalism

“translated into the language of

Anglo-Saxon emp irical-utilitar-
ianism (engmeermg mind). -
Despite our strong sympathy

for Eastman, we will have to

draw a sharp line on thrs most
important of questions when
the occasion presents itself’’.

In December of the same -
year, writing in the Militant on
‘Perspect ives of  American
Marxism’, he goes further in his
attacks:

“The attempt of Eastman to
throw overboard the materialist
dialectic in the interests of the -
“engineering art of revolution”
represents an ‘obviously hopeless -
and, in its possible gonse-
quences, retrograde adventure )

A month later, in January
1933 Trotsky wrote to . the
Editorial Board of the Militant
seeking to clarify’ his relation-
ship with Eastman. He refers to
the long history of personal and
literary ties between the two
men, and expresses his gratitude
to Eastman for translating the
History of the Russian Revolu-
tion into English in an excellent

manner.

Despite all thrs he found it
essential to oppose Eastman’s
attempts to translate Marxist
dialectics into vulgar empiricism

‘and to make a public declara-

tion of this difference. | |
- He ‘denounced- Eastman’s
philosophical revisionism as no
d]fferent from previous petty
bourgeois revisionisms such as
Bernstein’s, even while recog-
nising Eastman’s continued sup- -
port for the October Revolution
and the Left Opposition.

. Continued‘next week
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- District
Engineers was quoted as saying
. “We will do everything in our
‘power to resist these redun-
“dancies”. . -

involved have . _ |
support of the onshore liaison
- committee which links together

Page 10

“Regretable” was how
Winsford’s Labour con-
trolled council described the

.';.closure of Metal Box and
the loss of 500 jobs, in a
letter to the company ’S

head office.

They were going. to use the
word ‘deplorable’ but this was
considered too undiplomatic by
Labour Councillor Percy Tipple,
a recent attendec at a
Buckmgham Palace ‘boozc-up’.

But fellow bun-fighter, and

deputy mayor Tony Walsh, was

clear about the tasks ahead:
- “There’s nothing we can do,

- but we must do something’’.

They did. They moved
rapidly ' to  *“*Any. other
business™! |

:'So whilst workers in the

town face the biggest single

closure yet, these poltroons play
the pohtlcal equlvalent of *blind

- man’s buff”’.
Among the’ flve unions -
involved however (TGWU,

~AUEW, EETPU, NGA, ASTMS)

there 1s no lack of will to-fi ight.
~One practical step taken was

.to form a joint shop stewards
committee to coordinate the

defence - and Ron Yarnwood,
Secretary of - the

The Commumst Party, in a
public statement, while fmdmg

the closure a cause for ‘regret’,
have -called for Mid-Cheshire -

Trades Council to organise a one

'day conference on the closures

in the area. .
| But in terms of what is to be
‘done concretely : only the

The five week old strlke

of 900 workers on the oil

rig platform building site at
Hunterston, Ayrshire, goes
on. . |

Desplte capltalrst media lies

to the contrary, the workers
received the

the six rig building yards in
Scotland.

At a recent meeting in

| Edinburgh £200 was immediate-
- ly donated to the strikers fund

Workers Socialist League has

spelled out a course of action.
~ In a leaflet put into the

factory they said:

“The WSL, as a Trotskylst
organisation, puts forward the

following programme of action -

which starts from the need to
protect workers’ interests first:
*Occupation of all firms

,Athrcaten'ed with redundancics to

show the bosses that the factory

is not going to be thrown on the
scrap heap in the interests of

profit. Implicit in this is the
need to stop the bosses from
stripping the machinery.” and
plant.

firm’s books to elected workers

committees to reveal the need
whole.

to  nationalise the
combine along with other firms
in the same branch of industry;
the suppliers and bankers who

«deal with the firm must also-be

made to hand over their books

too in order to reveal their
_ profiteering role in the claimed
~ bankruptcy of the employers.

The information of the

workings of the firm’s accounts,
should then be used to formu-
late a workers’ plan based on
‘the needs of the working class,

not the need to make proflts

through exploitation.

*Worksharing on full pay
and a sliding scale of hours,

- would be a central part of such

a workers plan. The *available
work must be distributed

between the whole of the popul- |

ation needing work.

(...)

*Build councils of "action.

‘Workers have no chance of .

defeating a unitcd employers’
attack if they try to beat them

on¢ by one.

and an agreement was made to.

raise a levy in the other yards. .

Plans have also been made..

for a joint approach by the
STUC and oil related unions to
the Minister for Energy on the
dispute. .
The  strike commlttee has
produced a leaflet explaining in
more detail than previously the
background to the dispute, un-
covering the
arrogance and lack of concern
for the safety of the men on the
site.
As the stewards pomt out,

the all-clear given to the srte,by

*Demand the opening of the |

‘up - against .
- officials and in many cases this

“make

>

| removal”

management’s

~ industry.

| AN NN SN ISTS by o

~ The Thatcher government
can only be defeated through
the workers similarly uniting to
prepare for a general strike-to
bring the Thatcher government

‘down, as was the Heath govern-

ment by the miners. = -
Councils of action are neces-
sary to mount a joint campalgn

" between all the firms in the

Winsford - area that are fighting
the employers

Militants - the factories

must -move a mOtion to that
mass meetings and

effect at.
union branches.

‘Delegates

It is up to the milit_ants in
threatened by

the . factories _
closure to seeto it that the dele-

“gates are sent to such a body.

In doing so they will come
the trade wunion

will include the convenors and

the right wing in the factories
They will .

themselves.

manoeuvre and divert.. the

struggle .away from the steps,

outlined above, that are neces-
sary to defeat the employers.
They must . be confronted

- with an organised campaign to -
m_ carry out these
essential and practical steps and

them

demands.

This will. place them on the
spot. If they carry them -out
under pressure . from - the

militants and the rank and file, -
~ then the struggle will be taken

forward. If they fail to do this,

‘then -the conditions will have

been created in which they can
be exposed in front of the
membership, discredited and the
way prepared for

the Health and Safety Executive
is extremely misleading as their
tour of inspection was done
when  normal
suspended. -

Active support

This - determined strﬁggle
demands the active support of
militants throughout

Details of the dlspute can be

‘obtained by writing to the Joint
“Shop

Stewards Commlttee

their

work was

Communist

British  voting against.

With wor'kers by the
‘thousand taking to the
streets to oppose Tory-

policies there is plainly no

lack of militancy in the
‘organised working class.

Yet the existing trade union
bureaucrats and Labour leaders
—whether rnight or ’left’—have
no perspective to offer those
workers prepared to fught in
defence of jobs, living stan-

dards, social servuces and demo-

~cratic rights,

These cen only be defended
through policies which start
from the independent interests
of the working class, which, as
an - international class has
nothing to gain and everythmg

 to lose from attempts to restore

the profitability of theur “own”
. em ploying class. .
In a period where the contra-

dictions of the anarchic capit-
alist system’ force the wholiesale

closure and destruction of the

. productive forces of society, "
planned

only a socialist
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economv on a world scale offers
a way forward.

To achieve such™ a perspec-
tive a leadership is needed
which, in today’s struggles fights
to advance workers beyond

trade union militancy, protest’

politics and illusions that captt-

~alism can be abohshed through

parliament.
- The ‘Workers

ment fighting day in and day
out to build such a principled

leadership in the working class -

.ip Britain.

 Internationally,  we ."are
affiliated to the. newly-formed

- Trotskyist International Liaison
Committee, which fights for the

reconstruction of the Fourth
International and the building
of revolutionary parties in every
country 1o lead the struggle

~against imperialism and against

the parasitic Stalinist bureau-
cracies i the deformed and

Socialist
~League is a Trotskyist move-

degenerated workers’ states., =

We invite all' readers of
Socialist Preéss to seek more
details of the WSL and its work,

and to join us in the struggle for
socnahsm

. . *

Please send me more details
of the Workers. Soc,lahst
League

Name'. e
Address. .. ..........

"Send to WSL: BM Box

5277, London WC1V 6XX.

 MERSEYSIDE
 FACTORY CLOSURES

Ffsher Bendix Levland Dunlop- Meccano

43 @M Why campaigns
. *""' were lost &
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J A WSL Pamphlet |
JUST OUT
A new pamphlet
produced by the North
West Area of the
Workers Socialist
League exposing the
betrayals of the trade
union leadership in the
fight against factory

closures and the policies
needed to defend jobs.
Price 27p including
postage from WSL,
BM Box 5277, London
WC1V 6XX |
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(Hunterson Dispute), c/o TUC
Club, Ardrossan Road, Irvine,
Ayrshlre

Financial 4ind moral support
should be sent to the same
address.

At the last meetmg of the

'Glasgow Cuts Campaign com-

mittee a resolution was passed
in support of the Hunterston
struggle—with several

Pahrty | members

DON'T GO INTO
| THE FIGHT BI.INDFOlD'

struggle against
wage control, cuts

Iead in the

and redundancies

'Tnalsub(UK)
Slxlssues......

Six -months'. e

Oneyear.........

-.Europe |
- Six months Ceeannn

| th of the World

e, £9.00

Sixmonths ........

Please send me tmlni)/dx mouthl/onoym
ot‘Sodalhthu Ienclose......

_Nm..........-»...........'...'./5.';..’..

[ .

. £14.00

.£10.00

co.o-o..o.coon--0ooooo.ocooooo..ooo'o

6XX.

Send to: WSL, BM Box 52‘77 London WCIV
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Defend

' .Manve'rs

okmg
plant

A recent meetrng in Mex- |
'borough South Yorkshire,
- saw 1,000 people in defiant

~ mood against the closure of -
- Manvers coking plant.

The meeting was attended

- not only by the workers from
~ the coking plant itself but also.
.- local miners and workers from
- plants which are supplied with
~ coke from Manvers. -

The platform consisted of
three local MPs as well as three
‘officials who pledged

support for the GMWU workers
at the coking plant.

Arthur  Scargill, speakrng

from {he platform, made no call -
for the necessary policy of"
immediate occupation to halt

the closure. Nor did he pledge

to fight for supporting strike

actron from the NUM.
~ Instead he
petition - and
protest.

‘campaign of

i UCS-style.

b b - & ok o Sladbbbber-a e Sl abll s sl
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‘But what does UCS-style

mean? At UCS it meant working

for the old employer—complet-
ing ships—for nothing!
Scargill readily speaks of

"‘moblllsmg the movement at

large™: but does he mean strike
action or merely getting workers
to/ pay the wages of their

- GMWU brothers and sisters?

Protests and petitions will
only be any good if linked to a
fight for a commitment to

decisive industrial action when

they inevitably fail to sway the

- Tories.

The MPs who pledged their
support avoided any mention of

- what they would doe to help.

They must be pressured to
campaign in the Labour Party
for mass action to bring down

- the. Tory government and to

kick out the right wing leaders

- of the Labour Party.

. But the worst thing by the
platform was their insistence on
a campaign for import controls.
- This bankrupt policy really

~is to support British caprtahst
_mdustry from ‘foreign” com-

petltron o
So instead of calling for the

| overthrow of the government -
- they call for the government to
~implement import controls as a

substitute for a mnationalised
planned socialist economy.

meeting that
refuse to nnplement any -
further cuts in expenditure

suggested a .

If this fails, he said,
- then the worke_rs shonld ‘work—

Hyndburn District
Council (Lancs) confirmed
at last Tuesday’s full council
they wrll

during the current financial

year.

The reasons given were:

*The request is unjust as m

the past the Hyndburn District
Council has faithfully complied
with government requests for
cuts.

*Comphance would disrupt
the borough’s financial planning
and threaten jobs and services.

| *Attempts to- deal with a
deficit on transport expenditure
would be seriously hindered.

*The refusal is in the best
interests of ratepayers and

- employees.

" These hardly represent the
fight - for a principled socialist
alternative, but
they do represent a historic
stand on the part of the

Hyndburn District Council and -
a move away from the conserva-
- tive ideology of the ‘“‘common

interests” of capitalists and
workers. o
Labour spokesman Mike

Hindley underlined the mandate

they had received from the elec-
torate to oppost ‘cuts’ when he

referred to the massive swing to
Labour in Hyndburn in May (it

was the largest in N.E. Lancs).
He also reiterated the

council’s determination to

protect jobs and services, and

although there was no specrflc ‘

reference to a policy of °
rate or rent increases’, this must

‘surely follow from the commit-

ment to work in “the best inter-
est of our ratepayers”.

The council must also
immediately be called upon to
set about restoring jobs and

Meals
fight

The latest news from the
Lancashire School Meals
Campaign is that support
has been given by a local
One-parent Family Associa-

tion and the Campaign is

supporting a  recently-
formed  Unemployment
Action Committee based in

Gt. Harwood, Lancs.

A protest lobby is being
arranged for 14 October at

County Hall, Preston, to coin-

cide. with a Lancashlre County
Council Education Committee
meeting to discuss a further
£1 million cutback in education

- expenditure this year!

Support is needed for the

protest, and further informa-
tion can be gained by tele-
phoning  Accrington (0254)>

395753,

Council no’
o more cuts

nevertheless,

'~ financial sup

services which were withdrawn
under the previous administra-

tion.

The Labour Group. has

" decided to support and send a

delegate to the National Anti-
cuts Conference to be held at
Camden - Town Hall on

November 1.
The meeting should link the

* various .councils’ opposition to
the ‘cuts’ to the fight to brrng,

down the Tories and to workers’

struggles in both the public and
private sector to save jobs and
protect declining hvmg stan-
dards.

It is not sufficient for

" Labour controlled councils to

oppose government cuts in isola-
tion from other struggles.

They must link with other
councils and join with workers
preparing for a General Strike
to bring down Thatcher’s reac-
tronary government this winter.

NALGO
strike

100 Ealing - Day- Care
workers who had been
operating a series of official-
ly approved sanctions_since
July 28 in pursuance of
their claim for improved
grades and service condi-

tions are now on strike.

This action follows the
failure of 18 months of talks
between the Branch and the
Council to achieve a local settle-
ment,

A feature of the dispute has
been persistant management
attacks on individual members

. and their union reps, in the
form of harassment and drscr*
plinary hearings. |

The final staw has been that

management has threatened 3

workers with disciplinary action
. for withdrawing their labour for

a day in support of a colleague
who had also been disciplined,
(for refusing to ‘transfer and
cover for sickness and leave in
line with union instructions).
When management failed to

- respond to the deadline to with-

draw this disciplinary action the
Day Care members came out on
unofficial strike on 18 Septem-

‘ber.

NALGO’s - Emergency
Committee meeting on the same
day gave official approval to the
stoppage. |

- The branch is already
committed to a voluntary levy
but they urgently need extra
port for their
members. Donations should be
made payable to “Ealing Branch
NALGO”, and sent ot the
NALGO Office, 2nd Floor,
Town Hall, Ealing, London W3.

- Irish  people agamst
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*“Work?—For what youre paying us? You must be joking mate!”

national mass picket of King

Henry’s Meat Products,

Levenshulme,

on 19 September
Rows of police prevented

effective picketing by keeping
everyone on the pavements

lining Ravenoak Avenue.
Two strikers were allowed at

the gate of the factory but they
~ were not allowed to stop or talk

to the drivers.

By this stage in the strike
all the supplies are being off-
loaded on waste ground all

“over Manchester into the frrm S
~ own lorries.

Scab workers are

Local TUC speakers
invited to address a confer-
ence on Ireland arranged by

~ Wirral Trades Council on
Saturday 20 - September
were all convemently unable
“to attend due to ‘“more

pressing engagements’.

North West Region TUC |
secretary and NUPE = official
Colin Barnett left it as late as

12 o’clock on the day to ring
and say he could ‘probably not
attend’

Chairman M. Sandbach in

opening the meeting said the

meeting would not be able to
take any resolutions as they
were restricted by TUC rules.

A brief opening statement
was given by J. Nolah, Wirral
Trades Counclil, outhnlng the
history of the strugg les of the

occupation.

As the conference was not

Manchester |

‘being -

British

KING HENRY’S FIGHT ON
Over 240 trade unionists . |
turned up for the second

ferried in in two of the manage—
ment’s own cars.

Despite the fact that the
manager, Derek Hollins claims
to be maintaining full produc-

~ tion with seventy workers, no
- more than 38 scabs have gone

through the picket line on any

- morning this week and many of

these have been recruited since
the strike began on 7 July.
- Now that nearly all his major

orders have been blacked the

manager is beginning. to
negotiate. '
Before the last national

picket Hollins offered to rein-
state four of the strikers if

picketing and blackmg were.
stopped.

He claimed he couldn t rein-

dommated by the platform

. speakers this allowed open dis-
~cussion with a wide range of
~ views being presented.

- However overall there was a

clear division befween, on the

one side, the need to work

within existing trade union and

Labour Party organisations and

‘on the othier the rejection of
this method in favour of work.

outside these organisations. .
A Socialist Press supporter
correctly stated that the fight
should be taken up within the
trade union-and labour move-
ment to expose the role of the
bureaucracy, who by their
support of bi-partisan agreement
between = Labour

interests of the British ruling

class agamst the interests of

workers in Britain and Ireland.
- Meetings of this type, where
resolutions cannot be put
forward to commit Trades
Councils to initiate struggles to.

state’ moire without

and Tory
Parties actually support the

sack_ing-
scabs. Now his latest offer is to

~ agree to the union’s demands on
recognition,

‘to reinstate the
eight strikers who had worked
there over six months and to

pay off another ten strikers with

sums from £50 to £350.

This ~was unammously'
rejected on Tuesday 16 Septem-
ber. The strikers want reinstate-
ment of all the remaining 19
strikers still on the picket line.

Mass pickets continue every

Tuesday and Friday morning.

Messages of support and dona-

tions to the strike fund or the

defence fund should be sent to

- BFAWU District Offices, Room -
6, George House, 30 Dudley l
B Road Manchester o y

Union speakers duck
Ireland conference

'expose the role ‘'of the bureau- |
“cracy will not pose any threat to
‘those who favour repressron in

Ireland.

Trades Councils which are

serious in bringing the Irish

question into the labour move-

ment should be moving towards

jointly sponsoring a natronal

conference on Ireland. |
By invqlving as many Trades

Councils as possible (and a con-
siderable number condemned
the TUC’s bureaucratic dis-
- affiliation of Tameside Trades.
" Council) the struggle could be

broadened nationally. .

- This would prevent
individual Trades Councils being
isolated and victimised by the
TUC for raising the question of
Ireland and challenging the role
of the bureaucracy.

" In this way the vital fight for\_

British labour movement action

"to force the immediate with-

drawal of troops from Ireland
can be carried forward

FRANK AND SID 0UT ON THER EARS AFTER YEARS

WHO DOES MOSS EVANS THINK HE IS ? POOR OLD
_OF LOYAL SERVJCE ‘.

)

FIRM LINE AND CALLED THE POLICE!
BUT HOLD ON A MINUTE — |

MAYBE THAT'S THE WAY...

.. T&G HemBERS cAusING HAVOC on THE DOCKS
| — HOLDING THE COUNTRY To RANSOME

_ ~»—WHAT'S THIS ?

) LOOK AT THAT/ ADWEST STRIKERS EVEN
- INVADING HIS UNION HEADQUARTERS DEMANDING

4 ' .

Hi FRANK ! SOME OF THE LADS AND ME ARE PLANNING:
A UTTLE SIT-IN NEXT WeEK AT TRANSPORT HOUSE...
DEMANDING YOUR REINSTATEMENT—WHADDYA SAY ? |-
e : ’

—t

" HIS SUPPORT ’/

———

O.K. TO ME...
BUT WE’D
< NEVER BE
C NOTICED—
 THERE'S SO

SITTING IN
ALL THE TIME..
1 PLAN TO BE

IN.OCCUPATION
FOR THE REST

- MANY OFFICIALS/ =

OF MY LIF_E," S
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Irag/Iran border war

Whether Iraqi
‘reactionary “Ayatollah
Khomeini emerges  as
“victor” in the present Gulf
“ war, the losers on all counts
will be the workers,
peasants and
minorities of the Middle
East.

- 'The brazen attempt by the
‘Iraqis  to capitalise on -the

“military disarray and isolation.

of the Iranian state in a bid to
overturn a 1975 treaty has
triggered a war which offers
only misery to the masses and
a renewal of imperialist hopes

of restoring -control in this

crucial strategic region.

But at the same time the

Khomeini regime, which has
sprung to the defence of a
treaty negotiated by the Shah,

“has demonstrated beyond doubt

since it rode to power last year
that it has nothing to offer the
-working class or the Kurdish,
Azerbaijani, Arab and other
national minorities within Iran—
~whose economic demands and
struggles for democratic rights
' have been stubbornly resisted.

Rekindled

Thou h . the nationalist
fervour that animated the mass
movement which ousted the
Shah and provided Khomeini

with his base of support has not -
yet completely evaporated —and

has. now been rekindled by the

Iraqi aggression—~Khomeini and

the reactionary  Bani-Sadr
government had increasingly
been -resorting to moves to
‘repress the masses and left wing

organisations such as the
Fedayeen.
They feared that the

'Fedayeen’s demands for anti-
“capitalist measures would trigger

renewed struggles by the work-

ing class under conditions of
huge economic crisis and
rampant unemployment. -

despot
Saddam Hussein or Islamic

oppressed

The Iranian armed forces are

the more depleted now because
military
onslaught which Khomeini has
- waged on the Kurdish people,

of its full scale

whose renewed demands for the
right to  self-determination,

arising in the context of similar

demands from the other minor-
ities, threatened to break up the
centrallsed ~ state power
laboriously constructed by the
Shah and his imperialist backers,

and defended by Khomeini.

- But for imperialism ‘and for
the reactionary Iranian military
chiefs that still seek to restore
the old regime, such reactionary
moves by Khomeini have not
been enough.

Support

‘Post-revolutionary Iran has
shaken imperialist domination
throughout the Middle FEast.

Iran has proclaimed its support

for the Palestinian people: it has

been at the forefront of the
fight to raise OPEC oil prices in
the face of anger among imper-

ialist leaders: it has tweaked the =

nose of US imperialism in the
hostage issue; and-—perhaps
worst of .all—it remains an

unstable polltlcal powder keg in
a key strateglc area of 1mperlal- .

ist control.

There is no doubt that the
American warmongers would
dearly love to see the Iraqi
attack precipitate a political
crisis in which Iranian military
hardliners could move forward
to oust Khomeini, crack down
further on the masses and shift

Iran back firmly into the imper-

alist camp.
New deals

The imperialists—who under
conditions of world slump have
succeeded in replacing lost oil
supplies from Iran—would also

welcome the destruction of the

vast Abadan oil complex.
This would virtually force
the Iranians to seek new deals

‘with imperialism for the recon-

Campaign for

Democracy in the
Labour Movement

ONFERENCE

“BRING DOWN THE TORIES THIS WINTER”

~ Saturday November 15 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.
5 | Digbeth Hall, Birmingham

Open to all labour movement bodies
Credential £1 (unwaged 50p) from G. Webster
169, Barclay Road Smethwmk W. Mldlands

~its  military
energies in combatting a rival

struction of the refinery upon

which their already tottering

economy remains dependent.

- Verbal opponents

And ‘the imperialists are
equally happy to watch the

Iragi - Ba’athist regime—one’ of

the foremost verbal opponents
of the Zionist regime and the
Egypt/Israel alliance—expending
- hardware and

“anti-imperialist” regime.
The Iraqis have in any case
been visibly shifting towards a

IIRAQ

) |
fﬂnsr -eShicin TEHERAN

AGHDAD %ﬁhnrb IRAN
\Dczful | -

Susangerd® o Ah'mz

Cont’d p2,col.1

Iraqz troops celebrate capture 0 f Iraman fortress

Workers Socialist
League

Public meeting
"WINSFORD

“Closures and the fight
to bring down the
Torles

-Sunday October 5
Red Lion
Winsford

DAY SCHOOL
on Latin America
called by
Stirling & Distnct
Chlle Solidarity

. Committee

Sunday 26 October
- 10 a.m.—5 p.m.
- Cowane Centre
Cowane St., Stirling
S50p
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Hussein

Two donatlons to the fund from readers in Austrla
and Essex have-helped to boost the fund this week to
£560.65 but this still leaves us £289.35 short of our tatget
with only two days left to the end of the month. - :
We will report the final total next month but in the
meantlme urge readers to help us get off to a good start
with the October fund by sending us a donation to: -
Socialist Press F und BM Box 5277, London WC]V GXX

In the midst of, an un-
precedented wave = of

- closures and redundancies,
the Tory government is
bringing in new measures
penalise all

which  will
workers  receiving
redundancy payments.
After November
person with capital of owver

" large

- £2,000 will cease to be eligible

for supplementary benefit.

And more than half a milliott' .

workers will find that they are

o longer eligible for excep-

tional needs allowances because

‘they have more than the per-

mitted level of savings.
Pensioners

This of course applies to

large numbers of workers whose

leaders have persuaded them to
sell their jobs in steel and other

industries for large voluntary’

redundancy payments.
It also hits pensioners who

~ have saved sums in excess of

£2,000.

But the new regulations will
not actually save the
government any money--since
44 000 claimants will be freed
from deductions when the limit
is raised to £2,000.

Union leaders—worried that
if the new measures become
known they will find their
members - more resistant to
redundancy —are up in arms.

‘Strategy

ISTC leader
gation’,

But there is nothing rematk-
able in this policy: it is in line
with the Tories’ general strategy
of inflicting the maximum
humiliation and suffering upon

the unemployed and the poor
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Bill Sirs has
called for a “thorough mvestl-

in their efforts to dnve down

- the level of wages.

It is linked to their moves to
cut  benefits for.

benefit, to scrap earnings-
related unemployment benefit,

and cut the value of sickness = :
~and unemployment beneflt by

5%.
These moves can be stopped

—by stopping the Tory govern-

ment in mass action to force it
out of office. |

NUJ
to vote

Members - of the NUJ n

London were voting as we went -

to press on a £5 30 offer for a
‘London welghtm

for two weeks after receiving
an initial offer which would

have given most members £1 ah.;‘ e

week

payment in
reply to a claim for more than
£15. They have been on stnke

RGN ¥

. r- strikers’
families, cut the value of child - ..
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