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h:sted tothe

at the outcome of last
week’s Labopr conference.

They have been angered by
the leftward shift in policy—
.. especially by calls for unilateral
_disarmament and for a break
" from the EEC, but they have
. been even more outraged by the
changes to- the party’s constl-

By instituting mandatory re-
selection of MPs, the Labour
Party has taken the first tenta-
tive steps towards making
Labour MPs accountable not to
the amorphous ‘“‘electorate™ at
large, but to the - specific
political party on whose plat-
form they run for office, and
on whose efforts their Yotes
depend.

ThJs challenge to the notion

“that MPs should be free agents,

able to behave as they wish once
elected (and thus be drawn,
through the apparatus of Paxha-
ment and the state machine,
into the very structures of captt-

alist rule) throws into question

all the traditional norms of
British Parliamentary demo-

cracy under which capitalism
has cloaked lts nﬂe for
centunes.

“Sad week”

Not for.nothing has Norman
St. John Stevas, Tory Leader of
the House of Commons con-
demned the Labour Conference

as “a sad week for Parliament
and for Bri | |

But the imp hcations of these
blows at bourgeois democracy
- go much further when taken in
conjunction with the decision to
take the election of the Labour

-leader out of the exclusive grip

of the Parliamentary Labour
Party.

Before the very eyes of the
capitalist class there emerges the
- grim speéctre of a Labour leader
elected by and therefore in the
Jonger term being made answer-
-nble to the broadet labour
movement.

For employers who for
Ennmmons have relaxed. in the

owl that - successive

l..abour leaders have, the

Owen Iaymg down terms

moment they took office
contemptuously brushed aside
left wing  Party conference
decmons and mamfesto pledges,
this' change has come as an
unpleasant jolt.

Instead of  providi a
ehable second Optlon to direct
ory rule, the Labour Party
now threatens to fall into the
clutches of the very workers it
has fraudulently claimed to

tepresent for three quartersof a

century. |
Worse, the very furore:
whipped up by the Tory press in

their efforts to pressurise union
bureaucrats into casting

block votes against the reforms

- has now focussed workers’

attention on the Labouf Party.

their
Teft’
Kttson would offer a stagermg .

mmattee

Already the declaration by

Neville Sandelson, crypto-Tory
Labour MP for Hayes and
Harlington, that he will vote
with the Tories on defence

policy has been met by -a

confident threat from a leading
CLP activist that Sandelson
would be ‘“‘booted out” if he
did!

Indeed there may not be too
much breathing space for
Labour’s right wing gang of MPs
before they feel the impact of
last week’s changes. Only the
frafitic manoeuvres of union

bureducrats succeeded in staving

Off until January an immediate
nge in the method of
ection of the Party leader.

The right wing will attempt
to use this period in order to
regroup, and to work behind
the scenes to neuter the moves
to greater democracy and
accountability within the Party.

David Owen, of ‘Gang o
Three’ notoriety, is already
arrogantly laying down the
conditions under which he

would accept a broader election
of the Party leader.

But there is no such tenacity |

from the left. The Party’s NEC,
on which the left wing has
strengtheried its majority, far
from - pressing its conference
advantage, is making still greater
congessions to the demands of
the right wing.

The latest proposal, alred by
Party chairman Aleéx

40% of votes on the pa:ty

:
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‘leadership

including

direct

“clear that Labour act

20p

to the reactionary
PLP—and a mere 30% each to

unions and to the constltuency

parties.

Nor is it only on the consti-
tutional issues that the NEC is
pulling back from the clear
stand demanded by last week’
conference.

An emergency motion
instructing the NEC to
‘“coordinate a united fight of
Labour councils and trades
unions on a firm no cuts

sition” and demanding that

e labour movement must be
prepared to use its full strength,

' industrial action, to
defend the most needy in our
society and the mter%ts of
every working class family” was
enthusiastically and overwhelm-
ingly carried.

Class action -

 Yet the NEC selected
extreme right winger John
Golding to reply to the motion:
and Golding, in response to a
question from Roy
Hattersley, insisted that the
NEC was supporting only a cam-
paign ‘“‘within the law’’,

To boos and a slow handclap
Golding lamely explained that
the - Party should not wait for
the next election—but get out
now and canvass for Labour
votes!

‘Despite this hesitancy from
the NEC, it is unmistakeably
ivists want
a clear calt' for united ‘class

‘must run along

"I_ et e, e e g .' »
A"(‘r ors ey e 1 S A

action to defend the Tory cuts,

closures and attacks on trade

union rights, and bring down

the Thatcher government.

It is equally clear that only
in such conditions of mass
action could the Party’s rank
and file hope to see the retiring
Callaghan replaced by anyone
other than a new stooge from

the present right wing leader-

ship clxlue
Call to action

The task is therefore to press
home the advantage secured at
last week’s conference: the
Lambeth call to action against

‘the cuts must be taken up by

public sector workers, the
broader trade union movement
and Labour councils.

Strikes and ° occupations
side a refusal to
implement any cuts or rate and
rent increases.

Steps must be taken towards
oustmg right wing Labour MPs:
and trade unionists must fight

to mandate their delegations at

the January Special Conference

to vote against any surrender of

control to the Parliamentary

Labous Party in the leadership

elections.
~ Test
There is no doubt that this

Labour Pﬂg conference has
reinforced the beélief of

'sectlons of workers that they

Marxis

You re gomg to have to get us out of thzs one, |

- right

and

armed

struggle

entre pages

s

can move towards socialism by
the reelection of a Labour
government, partlcularly one
headed by leading left wing
spokesman Tony Benn,
Soclahst Press does not share

this belief. But the next period

offers the best conditions to put
such leaders to the test: by their

willingness or refusal to fight for

extra-parliamentary action to
defeat. the Tories; by their
willingness or refusal to press
home the gains of the Blackpo i
oonfetence and drive out the
leadership, workers
can quickly assess the real chazr-
acter of those who now put
themselves. forward  as
oppenents of‘' the Callaghan
gang.

| Full support g
We offer our full support to

every step forward taken by the.

lefts in the fight for umted class
down Thatcher;

action to bnng

at the same time we fight consis-
tently against the limited

policies of the Labour left, to
win support for the kind of
programme that is vital to

‘defend the mterests of the

working class in the next petiod
‘In this way we seek to win

the mogt pﬂncipled sections of

trade unionists and Labour
‘activists to the fight for a new,
revolutionary, leaderslnp in the
labour movement '

-
. .

. . . “—u
S S . L T o
.

.

- L
e
S . oy P T - <
B A S aa e T i A : - - S o .
i T e . . . P
. . P . . A : . - ¥ o
" - ' . =" '

e A pe——

Persa

""1

—— e

R

T

—

b Al et 8
v .



o A . . .

S P R S —— w ™

T

e
R
“'Page,z‘-

Kurdish people for national
liberation has been an
important factor in the con-
flict between Iraq and Iran,
it is no less so in the mount-
ing resistance within Turkey

to the new military govern-

ment.

For General Evren and the
military junta the principle of

the sovereignty of the nation

against ‘divisionism’ has been a
constant theme.

Long before they moved to
overthrow parliamentary rule, it
was to the continuing Kurdish
resistance to Turkish domina-
tion as well as the working
class . that the army. leaders
pointed as threatening the

After more than ten
weeks in power, General
Garcia’s grossly misnamed
‘Government of National

Reconstruction’ remains in

The junta continues to face

resolute - internal opposition so
that . even sections of the
military - are’ beginning to

~distance themselves from the
- regime which is still treated asa

pariah. in ~ the bourgeois

chancelleries of the world. '
‘Even the dictatorships of the

Southern Cone of

of the junta and are now throw-

ing their energies into organising

a political readjustment of the
dictatorship that will enable the
USA to grant it recognition
and free the IMF and the banks
to renegotiate Bolivia’s massive
foreign debt. o .

Bankrupt

external debt is $3.1 billion
(72% of export earnings) of
which $1.6 bilion must be
repaid to the banks before the
end of the year. |

Credits to private banks have -

now been suspended, the state
smelting company ENAF is
unable to pay contractors for
tin, COMIBOL (the state mining
corporation) alone is due to pay
debts of §50 million by the end
of the year yet it has virtually
‘no cash—and 1980 tin produc-

“tion will be the lowest since

196S. .
Within ten- @ays of the coup
the price of bread in La Paz had

risen by 750% and widespread

“speculation and hoarding forced
the generals to declare a price
freeze to avoid bread riots and
strikes in the civil service and
the army.

" Yet the $100 million in cash
the junta received from the lead-
i cocaine traffickers has
proved totally useless in holding

* back unemployment and infla-

tion—it was used to pay bonuses

to the troops to guarantee their
loyalty. S
~ ” Similarly, Videla’s offer of
$200 million, free wheat and

generous terms for the purchase -

of Bolivian gas is of marginal

~importance and has, in any case, |

- been partially withdrawn. |
"The junta is desperate to

avoid a devaluation of the peso

and further unemployment
certainly

because this will
destroy the tenuous support it
enjoys from sections of the
national bourgeoisie and leave it
jsolated in the face of massive
popular opposition. |

¥ the sruggle of the

~ decision to !
Pact, and their representatives

| Latin
- America have muted their praise

- — |NTERNAT| N/ | .

‘Deniirel government’s author-

ity. ' P
Turkey-Kurdistan, occupy-
ing vast areas of the country’s
mountainous eastern region, has
historically always been an
obstacle to the attempts to pass
off the Republic as a simple
entity. ~
Despite massacres amounting
virtually to genocide in some
areas, armed resistance 1o
Turkish imposition of central
government from Ankara has

~continued.

In fact, so great was the fear
of Kurdish rebellion from even
the earliest years of Turkey’s
foundation that Attaturk was
forced to move the country’s
capital city away from Istanbul
on the far-west Bosphorous into
the Anatolian central areas of

At first the army and the
bourgeoisie rallied around the
Garcia clique in fear of the alter-
native: but the fissures in this
unity are becoming daily more
apparent. I

- Cocaine
Local capitalisfs - were
unhappy about the junta’s

leave the Andean

forced Garcia to reverse. this
while supporters of the former
dictator, General Banzer, have
succeeded in ‘playing down’ the
cocaine connections of the
regime and have obliged the
junta to allow them to take
charge of negotiations with the
IMF and the US. -

The extent of Banzer’s bid
for power is still unclear; but
what is beyond doubt is that it
would mean continued bloody
dictatorship, more efficiently
administered and more clear

| - sighted in its -alliance with the
' imoperialist power.
Bolivia is bankrupt. Her  “The e o

The IMF’s terms for rene-
gotiation of the debt are a
political ‘clean-up’ (i.c. no more
talk of legalising the cocaine
trade), a major devaluation of
the peso, and the sacking of at
least 10,000 state employees.

However, this attack on the
working class will not be
effected, even by a unified
military =~ offensive, without
massive opposition—for while
the working class has suffered a
major setback it is by no means
decisively defeated. |

Although the strike in the

" major mining areas effectively
ended in the last weeks of

August, go-slows, sabotage, non-
cooperation and union reorgan-
isation have continued and tin
production remains extremely
low. |

‘Drastic sanctions’

Military commanders in the
mining camps have regularly
threatened workers with ‘drastic
sanctions’ for this “‘treason”,
but even with the physical des-
truction of the headquarters of,

the COB (Bolivian TUC), the

hundreds of deaths, estimated

2,000 wounded and 2,500

political prisoners, mnot (o
mention the thousands of exiles
and those in hiding, the Bolivian
proletariat is able and prepared
to consolidate in retreat.
However, this process is not
the same thing as learning the
political lessons of the coup,

and there remains the over-

whelming danger that the forces
of the working class will be.
drawn behind the reformism of

the country.‘ |
Exact figures of Kurdish
nationals are not available.

Official statistics, compiled by

authorities whose job is to deny
the Kurds’ existence, as a separ-

. ate people, put the population

at around 2 million.

In reality it is at least four
times that number. -

Evren himself has been visit-
ing the region recently along
with other National Security
Council members. .

In the city of Van he
repeated his theme of the
military only taking over ‘to
prevent a civil war’ and going on
to lament the continued
smuggling of arms into the
country. -

In response to the military’s

arms amnesty, he said already

the anti-dictatorial section of
the bourgeoisi¢ in alliance with
the Communist Party and the
“petty bourgeois radicals of the

MIR. | . S
Siles, the leader of the bour-
geois UDP and President of the
‘clandestine government’ has
now left Bolivia for Washington
to lobby the State Department,
and the call for the overthrow
oft the dictatorship is treated by
international solidarity
campaigns as identical with the
consolidation of bourgeois
democracy. -
It was precisely the inability

of bourgeois democracy to rule
Bolivia that led to the coup—a
fact consistently and uniquely

proclaimed by the Trotskyist G hich states:

POR (as shown in its material
reproduced in SP 2135). -
Revolutionary Marxists must

intervene in the campaign for

solidarity with Bolivian workers
and work for blacking action
and the defeat of the dictator-
ship: but they must fight
consistently against the spurious
‘democracy’ touted by Siles.
Instead we - demand a
workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment, which is the only means
by which democratic rights will
be achieved and the imperialist
stranglehold broken in Bolivia.

Schmidt’s
‘election
failure

HELMUT SCHMIDT, the
re-elected West German Chan-
cellor, greeted the election
results with the judgement that
“the coalition could be very

pleased with them™.
In fact this was a carefully

his bourgeois partners in the
ruling coalition, the “Liberal”
Free Democrats (FDP) who
gained most seats, extending the
government’s majority to over
40 in the Bundestag. -
But former Christian Demo-
crat (CDU) voters turned away
from the ultra-right Cold War
policies of Franz-J oseph Strauss,
the Bavarian Prime Minister. =
In an almost exclusively two- |
cornered fight the fringe parties

—including: both Communists

in previous elections whilst the
new factor in West German
politics, - the Ecological ' Party
(Greens) gained 2% of the vote.

unfounded or exaggerated infor-
mation in a manner to create | &

worded comment because it was |

and neo-Nazis—polled less than |

"~ enough equipment had been -

handed in to arm a 10,000-
strong unit!

Since this is only a fraction
of the amount still at large, it is
possible to grasp the extent to
which the population has
become militarised during the
many years of left defence
against state and fascist armed
terror. . J

Evren’s appeal for ‘modera-

tion® will fall on deaf Kurdish

ears. Even as he spoke, mass
arrests were taking place in the
Kurds® major city of Diyanbakir
with more than 1,000 rounded
up by soldiers. .

Meanwhile the eclipse of
democratic rights goes on at full
speed. ‘Shoot to kill’ rights have

 been given to the security forces

against anyone they regard as
‘suspicious’ or who challenges
their authority. °

More attacks have been
made on any organisation or
meetings which in any way
represent a potential opponent,
to the dictatorship. |

Against . those inside the
country-who attempt to organ-

ise international condemnation' }

of and opposition to the
generals’ rule, special steps have
been taken.

Contact with ‘foreigners’
with a view to giving the real /|
picture of repression to those
outside and exposing the lying
campaign of the world’s press
to pass off the junta as ‘blood-
less and ‘democratic’ is now
illegal. | - |

-

months and two years (with no '

. Selected for special -~ treat- .
" ment are journalists who face |
- jail sentences of between six §
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- Faced with renewed evi-
dence that the recent
upsurge of working class
militancy in Poland has in
no way evaporated, the
Stalinist bureaucracy
been forced into a further
face-saving purge. _-

Six top bureaucrats includ-
ing former Prime Minister
Babiuch have been expelled

from the Communist Party after
an acrimonious all-night session

~ of the Central Committee.

The fate of ousted President
Gierek remains undecided until

. the outcome of his heart attack

is known.

Al those purged had
previously been replaced in their
former governmental posts—by
new bureaucrats chosen from

and by the extensive privileged
‘caste that has held political

power in Poland since the estab-

lishment of a nationalised econ--
~ omy in the late 1940s. '

Behind the latest cosmetic
attempts to slap a “‘clean” face
on the Stalinist regime stands
the determination of the Polish

right of appeal) if they ‘inten- | .

tionally  propagate erroneous,

alarm or excitement among the
public”. | .
Meanwhile in - Britain the
petition of the Turkey Solid-
arity Campaign was launched
at last week’s Labour Party
conference  with  enormous
success. We list below the dele-
gates and visitors to the confer-
ence who signed the declaration

sawe declare our total

' opposition to the military coup

in Turkey and its suppression of
all democratic rights including

the abolition of independent

the right

We deplore the British
government’s refusal to
condemn the military dicta-

trade unions and
to strike. |

‘torship and its complicity in

NATO’s war preparations.
We call for:

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

1) the immediate release
of all political prisoners in
Turkey and a halt to threatened
executions

~2) an end to all economic
and military aid to the junia
from the British government

3) solidarity with the
Turkish workers and peasants
and Kurdish people including
Labour Party support for action
organised by the trade union
‘movement.”

= Signatories to the petition

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Alan Adams; Tony Benn,

Erie Roberts; Mick Welsh.

TRADES UNION EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
Cowling ISTC; Terry
Secretary); Alan Fisher
(General Secretary); Vincerit Hanna NUJ;
UEW TASS; Bill Keys SOGAT
General Secretary); Joe Martino, B 3
Terry Parry W
Bakers Union; Arthur

Tony Banks, ABS; John
Duf 4 AUEW (General
NUPE

John Jones

General Secretary);

ScS TMS'NIIJ)M;RE'I?D :;iirens AUEW: Harry Urwin G.P, Henderson, R Northwood CLE
TG U: David W arburton -GMWU : | : P. Howarth Bury St. dmunds CLP

> e D. Chuke, Worthing CLP
COUNCILLORS = | . Terry Pitt, North Somerset CLP
Garth Frankland NE Leeds CLP; Ray Garner  Hugh Jenkins, Putney CLP
Wolverhampton District; Alan Hardy, Welwyn John Archer, Wood éreen CLP

Hatfield CLP; J

CLP: Neil Taggart, Chairman

Camden CLP.
OTHERS

"Andy Bevan, LP National Youth Officer; Frank
McLennan CPGB;
Mills, Region 5 TGWU; C.P. Wall, Chair.

Cook. AUEW TASS; Gordon
nnis

De
Bradford TUC.

CONSTITUENCY LABOUR PARTIES

L. Hobday, Bristol South CLP
A. Benyon, York CLP.

Rick Evans,
P Mulligan, Bosworth CLP

L. Sodean, Chair. Colindale Br.

Geoff Howes, Northampton S C

Chris Ballard, Mid-O xon CLP
Ann Chapman, .
Martin Prestige, Warley W. CLP
G. Teale, Spalding C
A.E. Pritchett, Angelsey CLP
Chris Edwardes,
Valerie Pearson,

Newcé
Newark CLP

Roger McGeown, Rushcliffe CLP

. Pete Worthing Daventry CLP
Colin Ellison,

Tony Humphrey, Banour CLP Anne Cesek, N, Islington CLP
Andy Ward‘.) Croydon N. CLP Graham Bash, Iiford S. CLP
- Mike Roden, Sec. Withi.n‘ﬁton CLP Jane Stockton, Hornseg CLP
Ian Alcomn, Edinburgh W. CLP | Angela Sheriff, Brent East CLP
John Braggins. Agent, St. Pancras N. CLP Mark Feeny, Brent North CLP.

Ron Brown; Ivan
Evans: Neil Kinnock; Tom Megahy (MEP); Austin
Mitchell: Bob Parry; Reg Race;

. Lyon-Taylor, Toxteth 'Liverpool -
| Leeds District LP,
Vice-Chairman, Leeds NE CLP; Jenny Willmott,

Chair. Cornwall S. CLP
%Iendon N CLP)

T ynemouth CLP
astle Central CLP

esowen and Stourbridge CLP H

. :
. P ) -
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CONSTITUENCY LABOUR PARTIES

Mary Brown, Leith CLP
Vincent Feiner, Eali
J. Parker, Ch
H. Capelin, S
RoiYI ill, S. Dorset CLP
B. Hodgson, E

W.J. Wolfgang,
D.C. Dick, Sec. Pollock Glasgow CLP
J. Thomason, Batley and
ce,
. Rosser, Southgate CLP
Moores, Eccles CLP

Giles Radice;

BU:; Mel Read

A. Ewing,

T. Weir

Steve Hall
Keith F

has .

eadle C |
hefficld Heeley CLP

R.E. Howell, Swindon CLP
Provan Glasgow CLP
‘John Winterlove, Sec. Rye CLP -
Sandra Plummer, Ch, Somertown LP Branch,
Holborn and St. Pancras CLP.
Jim Orpe, Colchester CLP
Alan Hutchinson, Sec. Beccles LP
Kate Crowley,
Diane Atkins, Portsmouth CLP
J. Stewart, Ch. Dundee CLP
Andrew Smith, Oxford CLP
_ D. Wilkinson, Welwyn Hatfield CLP
D. Morrison, Chichester CLP
Ivor Roberts, East Flints CLP
Gareth Roberts, Bassetlaw CLP
Ian Rodgers, Aylesbury CLP
J.R. Lewis, Coventry NW
_ \ | | Carshalton CLP
F. McGrath, Birmingham Ladywood CLP H Brock, Ch. Islington South CLP
~ Susan Mills, Sec, Fulharm
Jeannette Gould, Newham S. CLP
Alan Moggs, Kingswood CLP
Allan Barclay, Tottenham CLP
ornsey CLP
ord, Deptford CLP
Ken Stratford, _
Michael Ward, Battersea CLP
ugh Richards, Battersea S.

2/

workers to see the fruits of the
deals that concluded the wave
of strikes that have swept the
~ country in the last few months.
A token one-hour general
‘stoppage by hundreds of
thousands of Polish workers last
Friday was vivid proof to the
bureaucrats that their efforts
to delay and block the estab-
lishment of independent trade
unions and the implementation
of wage increases have been
unsuccessful. o .
Any hopes that the move-
ment would quickly subside

have been dashed. And yet the

bureaucrats know full well that
the formal concessions they
made to the workers would, if
fully implemented, stand as. a
major challenge to their own
power and privilege. -

So far the Polish Stalinists

‘are still seeking to outflank

rather than confront the prolet-
arian threat to their control: but
a real danger remains that they
may yet conclude that they
have no option but to take a
" firm stand—and call on their

Kremlin sponsors for military ..

aid in a savage crackdown.

, _\\\,“ T

s

ssid

ents handing out

We urge Socialist Press
readers to raise these demands
in their union branches, and
fight for trade union action to
black all arms “and supplies
destined for the Turkish junta.

The Turkey Solidarity Cam-.
paign invites affiliation from all
labour movement bodies.

Further details can be obtained

from the TSC, c¢/o» BM. Box
5277, London WC1V 6XX.

|

N. CLP

astleigh CLP
Chair. Richmond CLP

Morley CLP
Cardiff SE CLP

Portsmouth CLP

CLP
am LPYS

eckenham CLP

CLP
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The recent Latin American

Bureau publication
Paraguay Power Game

ought to promote some
vigorous interest I a

country whose ruling elite

has held sway undrsturbed

for far too long.

A readable handbook, it is
ful of wuseful information
including a concise history des-
cribing the pattern of acute
economic deformation common

_to all backward countries.

Throttled

Socialist Press readers will be
all too familiar with the
Trotskyist analysis that shows
how imperialist interference has
throttled the development of

~capitalism  almost from its
conception in such countries”

and consequently also prevented
the - formation of - an

- independant national capitalist !
class eapable of laymg the

economic,  political and social
bais for bourgeors democracy.
‘These positions must be
measured against the concrete
development of = particular
countries if they are not to

- become mere cliches for us.
Paraguay  Power  Game,

whatever its other faults or
merits, can be highly recom-

'mended_ as a set piece, a five
exercwe ' for such

measurem ent .
Paragnay’s first two national

leaders, Dr de Francia who -

ruled for nearly 30 years from
the foundation of the Republic
in 1812 and his sucessor Presi-
dent Carlos Lopes (1842-635),

pursued progressive policies of

extensive state control over its

~ economic resources, welcoming

foreign technical expertise with-
out private investment, and
leading the country to become
one of Latin America’s leading
trading nations.

Well organised state farms
and a policy of renting land for
unlimited periods to peasant
squatters boosted agricultural
production beyond the point of
self sufficiency to the export of
timber, cotton,
fruit.

Schools

Railway lines were laid and
an iron foundry established, all
paid for by public money from
profitable state enterprises and
foreign trade earnings.

Free and obligatory primary
~ schools were set up in a country

which boasts a high level of

illiteracy over 100 years later.
These policies were viewed

as detrimental to the interests

of the ruling cliques in Buenos

Aires and Rio de Janeiro and
their European capitalist
masters. | |

- Matters came to a head when

the Blanco Party in Uruguay

was overthrown with the help of
Brazilian intervention and cul-
minated with the signing of the
Treaty of the Triple Alliance by
Brazil, Argentina and the new

Uruguayan Colorado regime (in

Uruguay—with the political and
financial backing of the power-
ful British government.

The Alliance aiméd to take
control of the Paraguayan
economy away from the state
and . annex strategically
important areas of its territory.

Five years "of (fighting
reduced the population -from
5000,000 to 250,000 destroyed
the economy and saw a quarter
of its land lost for ever.

Dependenée

Paraguay was thus reduced
to its proper place in the imper-

ialist schema of things, to a state

tobacco and’

of corrupt and impoverished.
dependence in which 1t has
. -since remained. |
The economy was denatron-‘

alised and saddled with a huge
foreign debt for loans which
vanished into the pockets of the
new elite who handed over as
collateral the customs, revenues,

public lands, railways and all

| pubhc building

State-owned land was sold
off to Argentine and British

- capitalists at give-away prices
while the traitors who had sided

with the Triple Alliance
squabbled amongst themselves
in their Liberal and Coiorado
parties over the pickings to be
gained from forelgn economic
domination.

There followed a long perlod

~of occasional coups, counter-

coups and bursts of organised
discontent—while far away a
new imperialist star was born.
The Chaco war with Bolivia
(1932-5) came to a conclusion
satisfactory to Standard Ol

interests in the area, unsurpris-

ingly negotiated by the US
Ambassador to ‘the Peace
Conference. | ‘

By now the Colorado Party
was gradually gaining the ascen-
dancy, consolidated by its
victory over the oombmed
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brought

forces of the Liberals, “Febrer-
istas” (bourgeois nationalists
seeking a return to the “golden
age’’ before the Triple Allrance
debacle) and the Communists.
A certain Alfredo Stroessner
was steadily scrambling ‘his way
to becoming the undisputed

leader of the pack by a military

coup on May 4 1954.
He is now the longest surviv-
ing head of state in the world.
In present day Paraguay the
extent of officially organised
smuggling has ensured a
constant flow . of cheap goods

ITALY: Another one
the dust!

One was in
another couldn’t operate
the  electronic  voting
machine; and one arrived a
few minutes too late from a

trip to Hong Kong.

And so, to general astonlsh-

‘ment, and by a single vote,
Italy’s. fortieth post-war govern-

ment fell.
- The astonishment resulted

‘from the fact that the secret

parliamentary  vote  which
down Francesco
Cossiga’s centre-left government
on its important series of auster-

ity economic.measures had been

preceded a few moments earlier
by a public vote of confidence
which it had comfortably won.

Absentees
So it was not the three

absentees (the incontinent, the
incompetent and the unpunc-

~_tual) which did the damage but

the 30 or so nominal supporters

- who voted in favour of the
government

in public then

against it in secret. .
No-one has admitted to

‘being in the 30 and virtually all
tendencies of the Christian
Democrats and Socialists are
‘accusing the others of being the

the lavatory;

which has eff ectively aborted
any remaining hope of develop-
ing an industrial infrastructure,

Unequal land distribution N
~has produced an agricultural
system so criminally inefficient

that only 2.2% of land is under
cultivation, leaving  the most

- fortunate peasants to scratch a

meagre living from tiny “mini-
fundio” plots, and to wide-
spread emigration.

By 1979 4 quarter of the

population was living elsewhere,
mainly
. miserias’ in Argentina.

swelling. the “‘villa

traitors. | .

But it was not the 30
“traitors’”- mnor even the
hundreds of Communist MPs
who form the bulk of the
opposition who brought down
the government, but rather the
millions of Italian = workers
whose patience with inflation
and the growth of unemploy-
ment is coming to an end.

With its desperate need to
solve the problems of  low
profitability, Italian capitalism
now once again lacks even the
excuse for a government repres-
ented by the Cossiga cabinet.

The  government crisis
immediately led: the Fiat
management to retreat from an
expected confrontation with its

workers by delaying 14,000

proposed forced redundancres.

But Fiat’s crisis is so deep
permanent
redundancies were replaced by‘

that the 14,000

24,000 immediate “temporary
3-month lay offs. -

- But far from calming the_.

explosive situation in the class
struggle Fiat’s action has
provoked the immediate pros-

pect of a major general strike

throughout Italy.

The anger of the working
class has forced the CP leader-
ship to intensify its opposition

stand in particular by moving

For the capitalists, life is not
half so grim. Paraguay has
undergone a period of rapid
economic growth over recent

‘years with the building of the
Itaipu dam together with Brazil

and the massive development of
the eastern border region.

There has been increasing

penetratlon by transnational

‘corporations attracted by cheap

labour and extremely favourable
conditions and a huge influx of
Brazilian capltal labour and
military control in that region.
However, as the booklet

- points out:

“For the Paraguyan peasants
in the eastern border region, the
Brazilian invasion and the conse-
quent boom in agricultural
production has meant only land
evictions and increased repres-
sion”.

According to the authors,

Stroessner’s repression has effec-
" tively queled opposition from -
* the base with the exception of .

4

the peasant ‘ligas agrarias’

supported by a section of the

Catholic church.

This may well be true, but
an analysis of the labour move-
ment beyond the list at the

front of the book would have

been useful. :
The book is essentially
‘human rlghts orientated, and

| ',Berlmguer |
out of the purely parliamentary

arena in order to maintain some
kind of control of the mass
movement,

Party General Secretary
Enrico Berlinguer said of the

struggle over the Fiat redundan-

cies:

“If the negotiations fail, we
will need to think of harder
forms of struggle including
occupation”.

At the same time Berlinguer

has called on the Socialist Party

to form a joint opposition to
the Christian Democrats and

even to form a joint govern-
ment.

This is a new development
though it does not seem to

| nnply a basic change in strategy.

Berlinguer’s words are rather an
attempt to shock the Christian
Democrats and the Socialist
Party into allowing the CP into
a broad class collaborationist

strike threatens. .

Paraguay Power Game, price £1 S0 plus 30p p&p can be ordered from
PO Box 134 London NWI 4JY |

there is a well documented
liturgy of Stroessner perpet-
uated .abominations, ably sup- -

ported by his ex-Nazi cohorts

locally and his friends in South

Afnca and elsewhere.
The book’s failure lies in
that it is entirely reformist and

social democratic in character,

signs of a broad
based opposition to the regime
and stating that ‘‘change within
the Colorado party itself is a

welcoming

crucial determinant of progres-
sive polrtrcal

change m
Paraguay”. |
Whereas it is true that splits

“in the ruling class are critical to

the dislocation and overthrow

of the regime, the crucial deter-
‘minant for real political change .

can only lie with the revolution-
ary organisation of workers and
peasants on class lines, not tail-
ing a weak grouplet of mai-
content bourgeois reformists,
‘Not only do such reformists
seek their own .ends, funda-

mentally in oontradrctlon ‘to
those of the oppressed, but they

are historically incapable of
carrying them through.

- Both options are clearly far
from imminent: but a look at
Paraguay’s -neighbours .alone

should be proof enough of the
'unpossrbrlrty of transforming
dependent countries into stable
- .bourgeors democracies.

ites

coalition. | |
- But' Socialist Party Secret-

ary Craxi’s purge of left wingers

| trom the SP leadership, and the

appointment of Chrlstran Demo-

cratic . President Forlani as
' Premier-designate make the ad-

mission of the CP to govern-

ment as improbable as ever.
Berlinguer of course is much

too experienced a Stalinist

bureaucrat to leave himself no

escape from his present left
positions.

He still says the CP must be
either . in government or it will
be in opposition.

But the let-out is that he
says that the opposition can be
more or less strong depending
on what policy the government
pursues.

Already he says the CP 1s'

prepared to support new emer-
gency economic austerity
measures to replace those which
had to be dropped when the
Cossiga. government fell, nearly
provoking a major run on the
hra—only averted for now. by
raising interest -rates to

- emergency levels,

But no-one expects Forlani
to be able quickly to form a
government. And a general

There can be no doubt that
in these circumstances more
and more sections of the Italian
bourgeoisie will be searching for
something better than the
increasingly unstable parhamen-

tary sy stem.
It was a. Christian Democra-

tic MP who commented when
Cossig fell that "I‘urkey is not |

far away
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A clear indication of the
. leftward movement of rank

and file Labour Party
activists was the extremely

high vote by CLP delegates '

in favour of a composite
resolution on Ireland calling
- for a policy of withdrawing
‘troops, self-detérmination
and political status for
republican prisoners.

The motion was
seconded by St. Pancras
“South  delegate  Sandra-

- Plummer, a Socialist Press

supporter. Her speech is
reproduced here in full.

It was bitterly attacked
by Labour’s spokesman on
Ireland Brynmor John, and
opposed by TGWU ‘eft’
Alex Kitson,
behalf of the ‘left’Jed NEC
for it to be remltted or
rejected.

In the event an estimated
80% of CLP delegates and
some union delegates sup-

ported the motion, which

- was defeated on a show of
| 'hands

"~ Two members of the
Provisional IRA entered the .

Royal Victoria Hospital last
week and shot dead Robin

Shields, ambulance station

‘officer at the hospital.

- This act—which threw the
Jargely Catholic ancillary woyk-
force into panic and fear for

their own lives—and produced
and instant ‘emergencies only’

strike from the largely Protes-.

tant ambulance drivers must be
condemned.
By any class struggle criteria

calling on -
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For many years people

‘have been fighting to end

the bi-partisan policy of the

Labour Party in regard to

Ireland.

At - last this frght is gammg
ground. Ireland was forced on
to the agenda last year and is
once again before you today.

Why is it, though, as soon as
we raise the question of Ireland
in- the Labour Party attempts
are made to stifle discussion?

Why is it that we canrightly

condemn the suppression of
democratic rights in countries
such as Chile and South Africa
and yet deny these same rights
in the six counties?

- We can call for majority rule
in Zimbabwe—but not in
Ireland!

To answer this we must

look at ‘Labour’s record on

Ireland.

It was under
troops were sent in—on the
pretext of being a peace-keep-
ing force (a myth that was

exploded with the events of

Bloody Sunday in Derry, where
13 unarmed civilians,
peaceful civil rights demon-
stration were shot dead in cold
blood by that “peacekeeping”

it has set back the struggle

- against British imperialism and

has raised strong suspicions

- amongst the hospital workers of

a deliberate attempt to provoke
a backlash from the UVF.

Strike

The hospital was the site of -

a strike by both Catholic and
Protestant workers earlier this

‘year against the presence of the -
British army. |
Since the strike the presence

of army security has been

‘that

Court of Human Rights.

Wilson that |

on a -

OVeT,

i

force).

It was under a Labour
minister, Roy Mason by name,
pohtlcal status was wrth-
drawn from the prisoners of H

Block and Armagh and the -
“incidents of torture increased—

as proved by the Ewropean

It was under a Labour
government that the notorious
SAS was sent into the six

- counties.

Not mentioned

Then there is the. Preven-

tion of Terrorism Act-—-1intro-
duced. by another Labour

-~ minister, Roy Jenkins (remem-
ber hlm")

The PTA has smlster nnph-

as in Ireland.
This is why Jim Ca].laghan

‘omitted to- mention the war in
~ Ireland in his parliamentary

report yesterday and why
Ireland is not mentioned in the
proposed manifesto.

~ Oh, it’s fine to talk about
peace and freedom, of which
we have heard so much but
what about peace and freedom

. for the Irish?

The mamfesto ca]led Peace

reduced. - | '

The reason for the shooting
—according to a statement from
the IRA—was that Shields had
been a police reservist until last
year with the RUC,

No allegations ‘have been
made that he had used his
position to spy on Catholic
nationalists.

In previous statements how-
‘the Provisionals
encouraged  Protestants to
dlstance themselves from the
security - forces by resigning
reservist positions—and assuring

them that such a step would

‘item on the :
Would we be expected to remit

- what is happening

have .

Jobs and Freedorn calls for

self-determmatron in Afghanis- |
- tan but not in Ireland!

How hypocritical!
Imagine, comrades, if what

was happening in Derry and
‘Belfast was happening here in
- Newcastle and Glasgow.

Would that not be the main
agenda this week?

on such an issue?

Let .us make no mistake:
in the North-
East of Ireland can happen here.

It is being used as a training

ground and can be turned on us.

Do you know that all police
.ofﬁcers over the rank of inspec-

tor have to do a tour of duty in
the six counties? Draw your

| - own conclusions from that,
cations for workers here as well

comrades.

- Let us be perfectly clear.

There is no British solution to

the Irish so-called problem; it 1s -

a ‘problem’ because there is
only an Irish solution.

It is not for us as socialists
to attempt to impose such a
solution, That is chauvinism.

In 1920 we had a position
of recognising the right of the

- Irish people to self-determina-

tion. Let us return to it.

If we do, we must from that

ictoria kllllng sets ba
ialist fight

ensure thelr removal from the
IRA death list.

Desprte his management

position -Shields was popular

amongst the ambulance workers
and hospital staff. His killing
was certain to provoke a back-
lash.
~ On the day before the
funeral a Union Jack appeared
flying from the hospital roof.
That night two Provisionals
returned to the hospital and
took the flag down.
They stoked up the tension

- still further dunng the funeral

by placing a series of hooby
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logically support the withdrawal

of troops from the six counties.

~ Just a few miles across the
Irish Sea, comrades, there is a
bloody war going ‘on, one with .
_ a history of over 800 years.
Britain has the blood of
“hundreds of thousands of Irish
men, Women and chlldren on its

trapped vehicles around the
city, bringing traffic to a halt.

- Many Catholic workers at
the hospital attended the
funeral of the man from the
Shankhill—at least some of them
because they feared that the

UVF would launch a reprisal-

attack on hospital woikers.
Paisley  responded predict-

~ably by pointing his finger at

the unarmed hospital security
staff and alleging that they must
have been complicit in the
murder.

This statement put the lives
of the security guards sharply at

risk since they would be the
| obv10us targets for a UVF hit.

hands.

- hamper
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