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We publish here an open
letter from John Nixon, one
of the seven initial ‘H’ Block
hunger strikers and a member of
the Irish Republican Socialist
| Party.

Nixon correctly addresses his
appeal to the Irish TGWU
which, as part of the Irish TUC,
set its face against industrial
action to back the ‘H’ Block
struggle: but the content of his
appeal is relevant to all trade
unions in Britain and Ireland.
~ We urge readers to study
John Nixon’s uppeal—and to
take up the fight in their own
organisations for action to back
the republican hunger strike.

Behind the hypocritical
cant about “peace on earth’
the war against British
repression in Ireland will
reach a new peak tlns
Christmas.

As top Tories, church digna-
tories, Labour leaders and union
bureaucrats tuck into their
Christmas dinners, seven hunger
strikers they have effectively
sentenced to death will be in
the final stages of starvation in
the Long Kesh concentratlon
camp.

As we go to press, these

republican prisoners have been

on hunger strike for 50 days.
Three women prisoners at
Armagh gaol joined their hunger
strike on December 1. And
today another 23 republican
prisoners have also begun a
hunger strike.

A hunger strike is a desper-
ate, potentially self-destructive
means of struggle.

For the republican prisoners
it marks the climax of a bitter
four-year struggle. They want
the restoration of their special
category status as political
prisoners, who have been jailed
as a result of the continuing
war for the liberation of the six
counties of Ireland from British
rule.

Blankets

For four years republican
prisoners at Long Kesh have
been refusing to wear prison
clothes or do prison work—
both of which they correctly
regard as attempts by the
British military authorities to
deny them political status and
brand them as common crimin-
als.

As a result of this stand, the
prisoners have for four years
been left in unheated cells,
naked apart from a single
blanket: they have been subjec-
ted to violence, abuse and
intimidation. As the struggle has
escalated, their cells have been
fouled and their conditions are
now an international scandal.

But for four years this
struggle and the barbarity of

imperialist rule have Dbeen
blandly ignored or savagely
witch-hunted by virtually the
whole leadership of the British
labour movement.

The pleas of the Irish

prisoners for the gupport they
are entitled to expect have
fallen on deaf ears. British
Labour and trade union bureau-
crats, unwilling to lift a finger
against their “own’’ ruling class
and its military machine, have
continued to support imperialist
rule.

And British workers, fed on
a diet of lies and censored news
by the mass media and by their

To the ITGWU (Irish Transport
and General Workers Union).
A Chara,

I lie in this wretched abode
on hunger strike to the death. I
hunger for justice, I have no
death wish. I do not want to die
for I am still young. The action
I have taken was forced upon
me. The choice that faced me
was to hunger strike or continue
to live in this hell and suffer
degradation and ill-treatment.

The decision to hunger strike
was not easy. We are well aware
that death or serious injury or
illness may result from it, but
as you are aware we have tned
every way and every means for
four years and more. We have
suffered daily and extensively,
in doing so we have made our

message clear to the world that
we do not possess the qualities
of a common criminal. We have
made clear our message to the
world the distinction, our
willingness to endure all punish-
ment and degradation meted
out to us by the prison author-
ities.

Now we have come to the
climax in our protest in the H
Blocks, we resort to the only
weapon that is left to us, the
weapon of self-sacrifice which
Connolly understood. Did he
not hunger strike also? Did he
not find the highest expression
of his ideals iIn self-sacrifice?
There can be no doubt that we
have the full support of the
people in this issue.

It is the most crucial time in

the history of the six country

- struggle. The British Govern-

ment have made it so, not us. In
their stiff upper hpped arrog-
ance they have ignored

appeals and efforts to resolve
this issue. They can still do it

before it is too late, before life

or lives are lost, they can
prevent a bigger crisis. If they
continue in their arrogance and
ignorance there is no doubt the
situation will be beyond their
control.

- We appeal to you to help in
any way at all, act as a Union.
You know the demands we have
made are reasonable. We are
well justified in making these
demands.

We are victims and prisoners
of an unjust system of special
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laws, Emergency Powers, non-
jury courts, in which the
flimsiest of evidence is
admitted.

Our motives are not self
gain. We believe that all our
actions are justified. The justice

of our cause, we maintain deter-

mines our right to struggle.
Once before we faced fhis
problem, the weapon used was
hunger strike. The British
Government resolved the issue
then, before it was too late and
only when the maximum
pressure was exerted. They can
do it again before it is too late.
Those who want to help
must do so now. There is a time
factor, Every day brings us
closer to death. Due to the con-
ditions we have existed in for

MAKE THE TRADE UNIONS ACT!

over four years, we were in a
weak state at the outset of the
strike,

The days are now counted
in double figures. We have
deteriorated rapidly since day
one. |

We don’t reckon to hold out
for a long period, we will not be
force fed. Our only hope is the
people and any people can exert
pressure. This is why 1 have
asked you to help. Consider the
situation and how it may be if
someone dies. If you do so, then
you will know that you must
help.

John Nixon
on hunger strike

Dublin solidarity demonstration

own leaders, remain largely
ignorant of the atrocities being
carried out in their name by the
British army against the Irish
working class.

- Now the prisoners feel they
have waited long enough.

Their response to their isol-
ation has been to launch a
hunger strike centred on the five
elementary demands . which
tacitly represent pnsoner-ﬂf-war
status:

*The right to wear their own
clothes.

*The right to abstain from
prison work. :

*The right to free associa-
tion among themselves.

*The right to their own edu-
cational and recreational
activities. .

*The restoration of full
remission of sentence,

Their struggle has sparked a
large wave of solidarity action
throughout the whole of Ireland
over the last seven weeks.

Last Wednesday the unoffi-
cial call by the National ‘H’
Block/Armagh Committee for
industrial action in their support
—though strongly opposed by
the Irish TUC-brought work
stoppages in Belfast,
Dungannon, Derry, Armagh,
Enniskillen, and Newry in the
North; and in Dublin, Cork,
Dundalk, Drogheda, Monaghan,
Sligo and in other factories,
shops, building sites and public
services in other localities in the
South.

Minority

But in Britain, even as the
hunger strikers draw near to

THEIR LIVES IN
YOUR HANDS!

death, solidarity with the Irish
struggle is still a cause fought
for only by the most dedicated
socialists and Irish militants.

In advance of the hunger
strike, a handful of Labour MPs,
union bureaucrats and liberals
belatedly signed the Charter 80
petition calling on the Tories to

concede the prisoners’ five
demands on “humanitarian”
grounds.

The Tories of course have
remained adamant—and con-
ceded nothing.

Since then, few of these
signatories have lent even token
support to the struggle to mobil-
ise solidarity action in the
British labour movement. As the
issue has polarised feeling, sup-
porters of ‘human rights’ in Ire-
land have been few and far
between.

IRISH HUNGER STRIKERS:

——

An attempt by left MP
Ernie Roberts to enlist Labour
MPs to support the hunger
strikers on humanitarian
grounds produced only five sig-
natures out of 230 MPs!

Witch-hunted

Trade unionists who have
raised the issue have found
themselves witch-hunted by
extreme right wingers while
union bureaucrats sit back in
silence.

The fight for solidarity in
Britain is a hard one—but a
vital one. The Irish hunger
strikers are, like us, engaged in
the struggle against the British
capitalist class.

The prisoners have shown
themselves, far from being
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criminals, to be the most self-
sacrificing  political  fighters
against imperialist oppression.

We may disagree with their
politics: we may wish they had
chosen some other form of
action to press their demands:
but every class conscious worker
now has the obligation to fight
unconditionally, tooth and nail,
in their defence.

DON’T SIT BACK AND
LET THEM DIE! ACT NOW!

Demand your union branch,
your Labour Party, declare its
full support for the hunger
strikers and their five demands.

Demonstrations

Demand the Labour NEC
and the TUC break from their
reactionary bi-partisan alliance
with the Tories and support this
struggle by the Irish people
against imperialism!

Bring contingents to join the
solidarity demonstrations on 20
December!

Give your support to the
local campaigns to back the
hunger strikers: spread the truth
on Ireland to the working class—
leaflet factories and other work-
places.

The class collaboration of
Labour and trade union leaders
now seems likely to send more
brave Irish * martyrs to their
deaths.

Only our struggle can bring
to an end the barbarism of the
Irish war.

*Political status now! Sup-
port the hunger strikers!

*Troops out of Ireland now!

*Self determination for the
Irish people!

*Bring down the Tories!

LCI—see back page
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- bers of the security

.. of the Spanish state have
- been gunned down by the
- Basque ' national - liberation.

Over one hundred mem-
forces

fighters of ETA in 1980.

Prime Minister Adolfo

Suarez has reacted to this
shattering affront to the dignity
~.and power of the Spanish state

not by launching a political
counterblast to militant Basque
nationalists but by cowering in

his Palace in Madrid.
Untid last week Suarez had
visited Euskadi (the Basque

Portugal:
danger

ahead

The incumbent President
Ramalho Eanes, supported

by the Socialist and Com-

munist Parties, won the
Portuguese presidential
election. |

In a very heavy poll he
received 56% of the votes to
the 40% of the Democratic
Alliance candidate General
Soares Carneiro.

The former left wing idol
Major Otelo Saraiva de Carvalho

ot a mere 15%, and the

rotskyist candidate  Aires
Rodriguez received only 12,000
votes (0.2%)--compared with a
remarkable 140,000 votes won
by Trotskyist candidates in the
recent parliamentary elections.
Eanes’ victory looks like a
reversal of the parliametary
elections. But on closer exam-

‘ination this is not so clear.

Though the ruling right-wing
Democratic Alliance (Social
DPemocrats and Christian Demo-
crats) tried to brand Eanes as a
‘Communist’ it was not so easy.

He was still remembered as
the vnited anti-<communist can-

‘didate (supported by the SP, the

Social Democrats and Christian
Democrats) in the last election.
Eanes himself repudiated the

CP’s support for him and during -

the campaign he came closer
and closer to accepting the
Democratic Alliance pro-
gramme. |

This was one of the things
which led a section of the
Socialist Party {led by Mario
Soares) to w:thdraw support for
Eanes.

- During the campaign Soares
temporarily resigned as SP
General Secretary but—never

one to stand on principle ~he

is now back again.

Soares’ political impotence
was illustrated by the failure of
his gesture to affect Eanes’
cambpaign.

And Soares’ return has not
ended the split in the Socialist
Party. -

The party sent two separate
delegations to the funeral of
former Prime Minister Sa

Carneiro, killed in an air crash

two days before the election.

Sa Carneiro and the deputy
premier Christian Democratic
leader Freitas do Amaral, said

‘they would not continue in

office if Eanes was re-elected.

- Do Amaral has carried out
this threat personally and said
he will no longer serve as a
Minister.

But the existing government
will carry on under the new
leader of the Social Democrats,
Pinto Balsemao.

Balsemao, like Sa Carneiro
of whom he was a close associ-

ate, was a member of Caetano’s

fake fascist “parliament™ but
resigned just in time to have
some anti-fascist credentials.

He clearly aims to continue,
with Eanes’ growing support,
the right wing policies of his
predecessor, including the dis-
mantling of the remaining gains
of the 1974 revolution.

-provinces) only twice "since -he, |
became Prime Minister in 1976

~both times in secret and only
for internal meetings of his
arty, the Democrattc Centre
nion. .

Plunge

Last week in the end, under
huge pressure from the nervous
capitalists of Euskadi as well as
the rest of Spain their ‘leader’
Suarez finally took the plunge.

The trip, designed to

~mobilise support against the

force of militant Basque nation-
alism, was a
catastrophe.

First, Suarez was surrounded
by a security net so tight that
no one even saw him and he
indictated that he was afraid to
walk the streets of part of the
country he claims to have
nursed into democracy.

political

Second,. there were strikes

“and demonstrations in protest

against the visit throughout the
Basque provinces.
" These were organised not

only by the left and by radical
-~ nationalists of ETA but also by
the conservative nationalists of

the Basque Nationalist Party
(PNV).
-The central government is

so unpopular among the people

of Euskadi that the PNV had to
organise protests despite itself in
order to preserve its credibility
as a nationalist organisation.

The PNV president of the
nearly powerless Basque ‘“‘auto-
nomous” government, Carlos
Garaicoechea, refused to organ-
ise a banquet in Suarez’ honour
in the historic Basque capital,
Guernica.

And in at least 104 municip-

- alities the local councils them- -
selves organised work stoppages

and closing down of all council

business as a protest agamst

Suarez’ visit! ,

So, far from asserting his
authonty, Suarez was forced to
return to Madrid politically

empty . handed, snubbed and =

humiliated.

Impunity

It was not what the Spanish
ruling class—and in particular
the Francoist generals—were
looking for as a response to the

daily assaults on the security -
forces which ETA is still able to . -

impose with virtual impunity.
One of the consequences of
the visit, therefore, will be an

increase in the aheady grave -

danger that the army generals
will once again decide to exer-
cise direct state power and stage

a coup d’etat.

The Spanish Civil War is not

. Qver yet.

Crisis deepens as

MULTIPLY

The disgrace of present
and former leading Chris-
tian Democratic politicians
in Italy is becoming an
almost weekly event,

Last week it was the turn of

- Antonio Bisaglia, Minister of

Industry who was stung into
resignation by the conclusions
of a “court of honour” set up
by the president of the Senate.
Bisaglia is a big Venice

financier who has for some time -

been the 'subject of public sus-
picion of involvement in the ten
million lire oil tax scandal wluch
originated in Venice, |

Siphoned off

This vast sum of money was
siphoned off by civil servants
and probably Mnmsters-; and
others over the last ten years
through the fiscal office respon-
sible for taxation of the oil
industry.

Despite frantic attempts by
the Christian Democrats to
cover up this scandal it is threat-
ening to burst—drowning the
reputations of several powerful
leaders in the process.

It is even publicly alleged
that the leader of the *left”
of the Christian Democrats,

former long time Premier Giulio

Andreotti was in some way
involved in the fraud.

Even if, as seems likely, the

full truth of all these allegations

~ 1s never known, the damage to

the authority of the main ruling
class political party is already
being done,

Earthquake

Bisaglia’s resngnatlon comes
hard on the heels of the offer of
resignation from the Interior
Minister after the monumental
failure of the government to
provide relief in the south after
the earthquake,

Bisaglia himself was pushed
to resign not over this or even

directly due to the oil tax

scandal but because of allega-
tions that he was abusing his
position as Minister of Industry
to favour his vast Venetian

‘insurance business.

His only pathetic defence
was that he let decisions on

insurance be made by one of
his deputy ministers.

Although anagllas resigna-
tion will have the effect of
strengthenmg the Communist
Party’s current more rigorous
opposition to the Christian
Democratic-dominated govern-

- ment, the accusations against

him came from the far right—

After three months in-

power, the Turkish military
junta is still balanced uneas-
ily between
forces in Turkey and on a
world scale,

Its pretence of an ‘‘even
handed” stance has meant that
its vicious attacks on the work-
ing class have run alongside

measures against the fascist
- NAP. Fascist leader Turkes has

‘the courts facing
- charges, one of which—“inciting
Lo people to armed rebellion
conflicting

from the neo-fascist Italian
Social Movement (MSI). |

This fact frighteningly illu-
strated the way in which in

Italy, as in Spain, the crisis of

authority of the ‘respectable’
‘democratic’ representatives of
the ruling class is leading the
far right to prepare to take over.

been brought repeatedly before
various

against the state’—carries a life
sentence.

- Other NAP members are
charged with financing armed
thugs.

Charges against other
politicians from the Justice

- Party, the RPP and the National
Salvation Party include a charge

Turkish troops on the streets

» Suarez

Andreotti (righ t): was he involved?

Turkish junta in
balancing act

~of corruption and tax fraud

against the brother of Justice
Party leader Demirel.

This crackdown is designedv

to show that the army alone is
able to crush ‘“‘anarchy”. Prime

‘Minister Ulusu has boasted that

political killings have dropped
from 20 per day to an average

of 1-2.

The junta is holding public
meetings across the country,

trying on this basis to win sup-

port of desperate and bankrupt
middle class layers—who have
been wooed by the junta’s
economic and tax reforms.

Main victims of these

policies have been the working
class. The Turkish lira has been
devalued twice, while the price

of basic commodttles has risen

by 100%.

The . factories have been |
placed under virtually mlhtary'

discipline, with the sack for any

- worker who arrives late three

times in 2 month.
Not paid

The promised 20% bonus for
workers has never been paid—

-

~but independent unions have

been banned and strikes out-
lawed. There has been a savage
crackdown on revolutionary

organisations, with thousands of '
mlhtants jailed.

By Jack Johnson

On the international level,
the junta also continues to
balance uneasily. A break in

- diplomatic relations with the

Zionist state of Israel has helped

pave the way for talks on trade
with the oilrich leyan and

Iraqi regimes._

And the Turkish generals
have sought to improve relations
with the Soviet bureaucracy. A
new trade deal is expected to be
signed in Moscow in January.

Echoing this collaboration

between the Moscow Stalinists

and the junta chiefs, the illegal

Turkish ~Communist Party is
proclaiming the junta to be a
“lesser evil” compared to a
fascist government.

But of course the junta itself
is completely linked to the
NATO alliance and thus to
imperialist strategy in the
Middle East. |

Despite the defeatism and

_collaboration of the Stalinists,
~and the real setback inflicted by

the September 12 coup, the
Turkish working class is still not
completely defeated.

Key to its struggle is the
building of a revolutionary -
leadershlp to unite the oppres- .
sed masses on transitional and
democratic demands in the fight
to oust. the bonapartist junta
and establish a workers and
peasants government.
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FUm‘versity s Annals of the Inst-

itute of Social Science, no 21.

Economic background: An
analysis of labour’s relative
share in value added.

‘History of Nissan’s Business

Performance.
Nissan’s postwar business
performance clearly shows the

~company has been expanding

very rapidly in terms of both
its annual production and sales.
1) Production and Sales.

- Nissan’s productlon in the
financial year 1975, ie. 2.11
million vehicles, is 150 times

larger than production in 1952,

of - 14,000 wvehicles, and 92
times the level of 1955°s 23,000
vehicles. |

In the 20-year period from
1955 to 1975, Nissan’s produc-
tion increased about 9 times as
fast as Japanese manufacturing
industries as a whole, which

-.expanded only about 10 times.

This simple comparison elo-
quently indicates the rapid post-
war growth of the Japanese
automotive industry and of
Nissan Motor, one of its giants.

Nissan’s growth rate in the

24-year period from 1952 to

1975, measured in terms of sales
in constant prices, was an
incredible 8500%.

Four periods

12) Petiodisation.

Upon closer examination,
however, Nissan’s rapid growth
in production and sales was far
from steady. Its growth can be
divided into four distinctive
periods which directly corres-
pond to the business cycles of
Japanese capitalism.

What four years marked the

be inning of these four periods?
The ﬁrst period began in 1950
the year in which the Korean

- War broke out.

- At that time,
industry was in the depths of a
serious depression due to the
chaotic .conditions that

prevailed in the aftermath of

Japan’s defeat in World War II
and also to the deflationary

policies (Dodge Plan) enforced

by the US occupation author-
ities. |
-Even Toyota Motor Co.,
now the leading Japanese auto
manufacturer, faced an inevit-
able bankruptcy
Toyota was given a new lease

of life by emergency rescue

measures devised by the Nagoya
Branch Office of the Bank of
Japan and by the US forces
which placed orders with
3,329 military
vehicles in July and August

1950, immediately following
the outbreak of the war in
Korea.- :

Nissan, which was in equally

desperate straits, was also able

to resume full productlon only

after it received an order for
2,915 vehicles for use by the US

i mlhtary in August 1950.

Watershed

To both the automotive
industry of Japan and to
Japanese capitalism as a whole,
the outbreak of the Korean War

in June 1950 represented a

watershed.

The war ended the period of
post World War II confusion and
ushered in a period of reproduc-
tion on an expanded scale,

The  second period dates
from 1954, when Japan wasin a
depression following the August
1953 truce agreement in Korea.

The year 1954 was very signific- |

ant, especially for Nissan, which
had just experienced a major
100-day long strike in 1953.

In the course of this strike,
the labour union at Nissan split
and the present Nissan Workers’

Japanese

Automated production line at Datsun

Union was established. 'What

were the causes of the 1953
strike?

In an effort to start produc-
ing passenger cars,
concluded in December 1952 an
agreement for a technical tie-up
with British Austin, =

The management of Nissan
hoped that = knockdown
assembly of Austin’s model 40
would enable their company ‘to
learn the skills necessary for
passenger-car production. |

In their eyes, however, one
serious obstacle = clouded
Nissan’s future: the labour
union was staging strikes too

frequently and was unwilling to |

cooperate in production.

100-day strike

Management decided . to
crush the union. The workers
tried to protect their rights by
staging a 100-day strike. In the
end, however, they were miser-

ably defeated and the unlon :

was split.

The second union is the
present Nissan Workers’ Union
which completely cooperates
with the company. Thus, it was
by crushing the workers’
struggle that Nissan managed to
lay the foundation for its pros-
perity in the subsequent years.

The third period began in
1965, which coincided with a
medium-term swing of a ten-
year cycle. The beginning of the
fourth period was marked by
the oil crisis of November 1973.

In each of the years that
marked the beginning of the

four periods, Nissan was suffer-

ing from stagnant production
and sales, In each period both
production and sales grew at
unusually rapid rates; from
1955 until 1964, they grew at
an annual rate of about 30%.
Even in the 1970s till the oil
crisis, production and sales
continued to expand at a rate of
more than 10% per year.

3) Enormous profits.
Needless to say, the expan-

Nissan

the figu

ded production and sales
enabled Nissan to earn tremen-
dous profits,

~ Nissan’s gross profits in 1952
amounted to a mere 1.24 billion

yen (or 2.22 billion in 1975

prices) and in 1955 to 2. 56
billion yen (or 4.68 billion in
1975 prices).

But in 1972.the year before

the oil crisis, gross profits soared
to a staggenn 151.1 billion yen
(or 236.9. billion yen in 1975
prices), which is 55 times
re for 1955.

In the following section, I

would like to clarify the basic
mechanism that helped Nissan
generate these profits.
a) Labour productivity: Let us
first look at the trend of labour
productivity. We shall put the
level of productlon per worker
in 19535, i.e. 3.45 vehicles, equal
to 100. The labour productmty
index which stood at a low of
60.6 (or 2.1 vehicles) in 1951
increased rapidly to 1,190 (or
41.1 vehicles) by 1975.

This is approximately a 20-
fold increase in the 24 years
from 1951 to 1975 and about‘
a 12-fold increase in the 20

years from 1955 to 1975.

. As a result, Nissan now
enjoys extremely high Ilabour
productivity: more than 40
vehicles per worker per year.

Productivity

Wlth respect to the changes
in labour productivity, each

~ period can be characterised as
In period I, labour

follows.
productivity remains at a low
level of about two vehicles
produced per worker per year.

It rapidly increased in period
II to 17 vehicles. In period III
labour productivity *increased,
although not as quickly as in
period II, to approximately 37
vehicles. In period IV it leveled
off at the thh rate of 40
vehicles.

b) Wage rate: Let us next
look into personnel cost per
worker, the average wage. Need-

less to say, in order to examine -

costs over a long period we must
use the real wages which are cal-
culated to negate the effects of
price fluctuations.

In 1952 Nissan paid its
workers an average annual wage

~of 438,000 yen (or 1,598 000

yen in 1975 prices) and in 1 955 ,
445,000 yen (or 1,446,000 in
1975
1975 was 2,920,000, or an
increase of about 1.8 times in

23 years.

Twenty times

Given the fact that in tﬁe |

same period the physical
productivity of labour increased
about 20 times, the wage rate
not only failed to increase in
proportion to the productivity
hike but its rate of increase was
less than one tenth of the
productivity increase.

To put it differently, the pie
produced by each worker grew
20 times in 23 years, but the
slice of pie dished out to him
less than doubled.

What is more, in the same
period the average real wage

paid in Japanese manufacturing

industries as a whole trebled.

The real wage rate at Nissan

increased at a rate far slower

than that of the average
- Japanese manufacturer.
Cc) Value added and

personnel cost per worker: On
the basis of these observations
about physical labour produc-
tivity and real wages I shall now

analyse value added and person-

nel cost per worker.
Let us first look at the func-
tions which the gross value

added productivity of labour

and personnel cost per worker
play in determining the level of

labour’s relative share in value .

added and in causing it to fluc-
tuate. The trends of the three
variables, i.e. labour’s relative
share, gross value added per
worker and personnel cost per

worker, are summarised in Table

3.

prices). The wage rate in

. In period I (1952-4), gross
value added per worker was at a
low of 1,110,000 yen (in 1975
prices, which are used herein-
after), but personnel cost
amounted to as much as
780,000 yen.

It should - be pointed out,
however, that in this period
gross value added per worker
was fairly stable or beginning
to show sings of increase, while
personnel costs were declining.

All in all, however, period I
can be characterised as a time
when the workers were able to
enjoy a relatively large share due
to the fact that Nissan Motor’s
operations were still moribund.

The picture changed drastic-
ally in period II (1955-64).
Gross value added per worker
continued to increase rapidly at
more than 10% per vyear,
reaching an  average  of

2,070,000 yen in the first half

of the period (1955-59) or
twice the level in period I and
4,280,000 yen in the second
half (1960-65) or four times
the level of period I. '
In stark contrast, payroll
cost per worker decreased from
780,000 to 770,000 yen in the
first half: it increased again in
the latter half, but very slowly.
Through “technological
innovatlon”«through - the
process of acgumulation accom-
panied by advancement of
organic composition of capital,

labour productivity rose very

quickly, and labour’s relative
share decreased rapldly

Picture changed

This is exactly what labour’s
relative share in. gross value

added at Nissan Motor is when _-

business is on the rise.

In period III (1965-1973),
the picture again changed dras-
tically. Labour’s relative share in
the first half of the period

" increased. This was due to the.

fact that whereas gross value

added per worker increased ata
‘slower rate than in period II,

reaching 4.41 million yen in the

- COsts
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first half personnel cost per
worker increased more than
10% per year, reaching 1.31
million yen in the first half and
2.42 million in the second.
These phenomena can be
attributed to the “shortage of
labour”® that prevailed in the
final phase of the long term
cychcal uptrend of business.
In fact, at the time when not

" only Nissan Motor but spokes-

men for Japanese capitalism as
a whole were eulogising the
blessing ‘of *“‘numerical prosper-
ity”, their growth potential was
nearly éxhausted.

‘In period IV (1974 to the
present), the Japanese economy
has been in a depression follow-
ing the oil crisis, and labour’s

relative share has been leveling

off. | |

Grpss value added per
worker has been stagnating at a
high level and with a slight
downward movement. Personnel
per worker have leveled
off at a high level with a slight
upward trend -

Nevertheless, the situation
has drastically changed since the
oil crisis of November 1973.
Gone are the days of excite-
ment and enthusiasm that once
characterised the period of high
economic growth when real
wages increased rapidly, and
labour producthIty stlll more
rapidly.

The capltahsts were able to
earn enormous profits and the

. workers could dream of improv-
ing their livelihood within a

capitalist society:

It has now become self-
evident to both the workers and
the  capitalists that job
insecurity, unpaid wages and
reduced profits are an integral
part of a capitalist society.
Conclusion.

~The 20-year period of
Nissan’s operations from 1955
to 1975 can be viewed as a rapid
process of expansion and capital
accumulation for Nissan.

Underlying this rapid
accumulation was the low rate
of distribution to the workers

(1.e. high rate of surplus value),

for the accumulation of capital
is essentially a process by which
surplus value is transformed into . |
capital.

Day after day the workers
have been trying to earn their
living by hard labour at the
assembly line’s endless conveyor
belts.

To be sure, the 20-vear
period seems to have been the
brightest for workers in the
whole history of Japanese capit-
alism in the sense.that it was
accompanied by expanded job:
opportunities and a steady
increase in real wages.

Yet in the production
process,. the workers have
produced capital, which exploit-
ed their labour in the subse-
quent cycle of production at a

rate several dozen times or even

hundreds of times. faster than
their wages increased.
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Tony Benn has lifted
another tantalising edge of
the veil that shrouds the

relationship between the
state and the labour move-

ment.

His revelations at the Labour
Party conference of Callaghan’s
vetoes on election manifesto

policies stirred up a furious
reaction frdm the . Labour
bureaucracy. - |

Now comes an introduction

to the Review of Security and

- the State 1980 -—-compiled by

State Research, in which Benn
details some of the ways 1In
which up-and<coming Labour
politicians ar¢ drawn Into state
surveillance.

Playing on ‘the national
interests’ and the opportunist
Labourites’ desire to disassoci-
ate themselves from ‘undemo-
cratic’ forces, the state agents
turn future leaders of the
LLabour Party and the trade
unions into police spies.

The introduction is dbuble
edged, pointing the finger as

much at Benn as it does at the

state.

Benn was first approached
by an army colonel through his
former headmaster after leaving
the navy. He was offered a
salary of £1,000 a year—at that
time double the pay of the BBC
producer’s job which he was
about to start.

Amazed ‘

Benn says he “thought for
a moment’’ (what about?) and
then said that as he was on the
list of would-be Labour candi-

dates he could not undertake

such a job.

(Benn’s account casts him-
self in the role of a starryeyed
naive  candidate
amazed at the deviousness of
the democratic state).

“Expecting that this reply

would end the interview, I was
very surprised to hear him say:

- expressed

constantly

‘Oh that is no problem. You
could do both jobs.” ”

Later, after becoming an
MP, Benn was approached again
by the same colonel, who
offered work ‘for the Foreign
Office’ and named ‘“a certain
Labour MP who had served as a
Minister in the 1945-51 Labour
government.’” .
~ Benn says “l thanked him
courteously  and declined
again.”

When Benn was invited to
address what - he calls *“The
Socialist International” (the 2nd
International which helped send

~ the male youth of Europe to
their mass graves in 1914) his

Civil Service private secretary
shock and horror,
apparently under the impres-
sion that this was the same as

‘the forerunners of the SWP-—

the International Socialists.

- Benn appears to attack the
state’s role on Northern Ireland;
but in fact a closer reading
shows he does no such thing.

He describes the build-up of

‘hold

security measures as:

“an apparatus that, improp--
erly used, would resemble that
of a police state and could
stretch back ' into intelligence
work in Britain.”

N . (our emphasis)
- Benn is not one to use words

carelessly. He clearly is not

prepared to say that the
apparatus is a police state in
Northern Ireland.

- Own role

Benn also skates over his
own role in the use of the army,
in industrial dispptes—mention-
ing obscurely plans to  use
troops to break the tanker

 drivers’ strike in 78-79 when -
- he was Energy Secretary—but
remaining silent on his own:

role.

He expresses amazement
that the security services did not
move against currency specula-
tors in 1976 and upholds the
right of senior civil servants to
their ‘private’ political
beliefs so long as they don’t

“ncorporate their own political

attitudes into the work they do
as military or civil servants™.
Benn’s article most glaringly

 fails to expose those in- the
-~ Jabour movement who Benn,on *

his own admission, knows to be
spies. |

He alludes to a ‘social

occasion’ when a former Labour

Prime Minister admitted spying
on a strike HQ. What Prime
‘Minister? Which strike?

The introduction shows the
crying need for a workers’
inquiry to weed out the state
spies in the labour movement.
First to the witness box could
be Tony Benn—with a list of
names and dates.

*The Review of Security and
the State 1980 by Srate

" Research is published by Julian

Friedman Books Ltd at £10.

A dilemma now faces the

Labour council in the
London borough of
Lambeth.

Since it has failed to carry -

through many of the Tory cuts,
and been penalised by Heseltine
for its ‘“‘overspending” the
council faces a defecit of £11%

million by the end of this finan-

cial year.

And the council’s first resort
to resolve this problem has been
to turn to massive borrowing
based on income in the next
few months. -

‘But the district auditor has
now warned that this could well
be illegal. Were councillors to
support such a course of
action—and seek to cover this
year’s debts by borrowing

money due to be paid to the
council in the next financial
year—they could render them-

selves personally liable to a
surcharge to cover the outstand-
ing amount! .

Lambeth has already spent
its income for this tinancial

year. Its only hope to cover the

£11% million needed would
therefore be to impose a supple-

mentary rate on the people of

Lambeth—averaging around £4
per week. |

Yet Lambeth council, and in
rarticular its leader, Ted Knight,

- have stood at the forefront of

the campaign in the last few
months to mobilise action
against local government cuts.
The labour movement
conference convened - by

- Lambeth council called specific-
ally for opposition to rent or

rate increases, and for a policy

of all_-out strike action as soon
as any Labour council faces

reviewers OI comimissioners or

_ ‘This

Socialist  Press
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is surcharged for refusing ‘to

implement cuts.

It now seems clear that
Knight and his fellow council-
lors will be among the first to

face up to such a test. They

must decide soon.
Will they cave in and impose
a f£f4 a week wage cut on

Lambeth workers? Or will they

confront the Tory offensive?

To do so Lambeth coun-
cillors will need fuil backing
from public sector and other
unions. Already there has been a
call for a strike of “at least 2
weeks’’ by council direct labour
workers from February 2.

Time for.action

This stand must be actively

supported by other trade union-
and

ists both in Lambeth
throughout the country. The
time for action, if local govern-
ment services are to be defended

is now.
The Lambeth crisis under-
lines the importance of the

‘recall Lambeth conference on
the cuts scheduled for January
31, |

Delegates are invited from all
labour movement organisations.
Socialist Press readers should
press for the fullest possible
support. .

| Furihet details of the
Lambeth campaign and the

recall conference, and requests |

for speakers from the Steering
Committee to attend local meet-
ings should be addressed to:
Local' Government in Crisis
Steering Group, c¢/o Room 103,
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton
Hill, London SW2 IRW. Tel.
01-274 7722 ext 2066.

told ,
‘Moon is worth 13 million US

A court case is taking
place in London in the High
Court which has no heroes,
only villains. Nevertheless it

is running true to form as a

whitewash job on the press..

The Moonies—Unification
Church—are suing the Daily Mail
for libel for an article in 1978
which described them as . a
‘sin%Ster’ .church which ‘breaks
up families’.

This description may not
seem -a cause for offence to
Socialist Press readers who will
have no love for the big business
machines of ‘alternative
churches’.

" 13m dollars

Such churches seem to view
poverty as essential for their
rank and file and something to

‘be avoided at all costs by their

leadership. I
Already the court has been
that the Rev. Sun Yan

dollars. -

But the charges which are
regularly levelled at the Moonies
in the press (the Daily Mail has

| been chosen as a test case)

would at first sight seem to be
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~ better aimed elsewhere.

How about ‘Church seized
my daughter’ sobs father—over a
story which could read:

“Heart broken parents last

night accused a mystical group .
- of brainwashing and abducting

their daughter. -

The 18-yeard old girl has
left home and is living under a.
‘vow of silence’ in a prison like

~ building called a convent.

Her -head has been shaved
and her clothes replaced by a
rough sackdike object. She told
her parents—before disappearing
—that she was going to be a
“bride of Christ™.

“The religious sect observe
strict discipline and worship a
man executed for treason nearl

-~ 2000 years ago.

is well known as

The group
of families. It

a breaker up

“insists that children of members

must be members. .

But it is controlled by a
group of wealthy elderly drones
in Rome who own vast areas of
land throughout the world and
who live in unimaginable
Juxury.

At their head is a shadowy
Mafia Godfather known as the
Pope. He claims to be the
earthly representative of a deity
who made everything—and

therefore infallible. -

Last night the stricken
mother said: ‘We tried to
reason with -her but she just
stared at us with eyes that
seemed drugged and said she
had seen the truth revealed in a

dream”.
Such a story has yet to be
written about the Roman

Catholic Church but is common

“currency over the Moonies.

Yet the Daily Mail certainly
has the judge—if not the jury—
on its side. o

So far the Moonies, even to
continue their case, must pay
into court by the new year a
total of £175,000. This is the
“ustice” for which~ British
courts are famed. |

In fact the case is quite
likely to be struck out if the
Moonie leadership is unwilling
to cough up.

If such things were written
about Pope or Archbishop the
court would probably bg a
criminal ‘one and the sentence
measured in decades. | ;

So long as the Moonies (who
are considered to ‘discredit’ }
religion and challenge parental
authority) are the target, then
the Daily Mail is regarded by
the courts as being on the side.
of the angels. : o




By Terry Smith

A year of plummetiﬁg |

living standards and rocket-
ing unemployment; a year

‘of victimisations and savage

speed-up; a year of slashed
social services and growing
“homelessness; 1980 was all
of those things for the

British working class.

But above all 1980 was a
year of massive anger, pent-
‘up militancy-and  growing
frustration as workers time
~and again saw their leaders
grovel to Thatcher and sabo-
tage any prospect of a ﬁght to
halt the Tory offensive.

Crushed

| The year began with the

steel strike, and calls for an all-
Wales General Strike to go
beyond the pay battle to resist
all closures. The General Strike
call was crushed by the TUC
and the closures accepted by the
steel unions. And the year

ended with the announcement -

of yet another 20,000 redun-
“dancies in the steel industry,
~ while Welsh union bureaucrats
welcomed the news! ,

Twice during 1980 union
leaders gave notice of all-out
strike action in British Leyland
—and twice BL workers were
forced to witness a miserable
last-minute sell-out to Michael
Edwardes which sent manage-
ment cock-a-hoop into renewed
attacks on the shop floor.

. 1980 began with Derek
‘Robinson victimised at Long-
bridge and union leaders sabo-
~taging action in his defence; it

looks. certain to end with six.

‘more shop stewards and five
other workers being victimised
at Longbndge-—-—whlle union
leaders sit back in silence.

"oe

Tenacity

The Tories forged ahead

‘with a tenacity and a commit-

ment never seen from the
leaders of the labour movement.
Ruthlessly they cut and hacked
away at health, education, social
services, unemployment and
sick pay, civil service jobs and
public sector industries.

They halted council house
building. They penalised *‘over-
spending” Labour councils.
They announced a 6% pay limit
~ for public sector workers for at
least- two years. They brought in
savage anti-union legislation.

And all the time the dole
queues, fed on a diet of monet-
arist policies, grew and grew.

Dukes of York

What did the union leaders
of the labour movement do?
Like feeble old Dukes of York
they chose three occasions to
march their members to the top
of the hill— and march them
down again.

On March 9 it was the TUC’s

Sunday demonstration. Tens of
thousands turned out—to hear
empty speeches from union
leaders. |

On May 14 it was the TUC
Day of Action. Two million
workers ignored the pleas of
union leaders to restrict action
to lunch-time meetings—and
stopped work.

250,000 joined local demon-
strations that day in towns
throughout the country: but
still they were offered no per-
spective for action to defeat the
Tores.

And on November 29 came
the biggest march so far. Over
100,000 workers mobilised

Tory leaders delzgh ted at their easy ride

behind the Labour Party’s defeat the Tories is “‘through
demonstration - against unem-  the ballot box>’—in 1984!

ployment—to hear Michael Foot There have been signs during
insist that the only way to the year that perhaps this

o set to back an

stubborn -oppoéitiOn by"%,-%he

labour bureaucrats - to -action
~against the Tories might ‘-'}be
defeated. o

The October confererce of

" the' Labour Party —in sharp dis-"

tinction from the miserable dis-

play at the 1980 TUC Congress

—carried an emergency Lambeth
resolution calling for all-out

~action to defeat the cuts in the

public sector.

The same conference over-
turned the Callaghan leadership -

by forcing through mandatory

reselection of MPs and demands
for a more democratic means of
electing the Party leader.

Regroup

But since that point the right
wing has begun to regroup and
mobilise to overturn these
reforms.

Union block votes now seem
“‘electoral

‘college” dominated by the right

wing rump of the Parhamentary
Labour Party —and union

bureaucrats are already packing

GMCs with right wing placemen
to. prevent the selection of
socialist candidates. "‘A right
wing Shadow Cabinet has been
elected by MPs. The fight for
Labour Party democracy has a
long way still to go.

Treachery |

It is indeed in the final few
months of 1980 that the treach-
ery of union leaders in sabotag-
ing action against the Tories has
reached its peak.

As the autumn pay round

" began, engineering employers,

encouraged by Terry Duffy’s
assurances that the union
leaders were not in militant
mood, forced home a miserable
8.2% pay 'settlement for two
million workers covered by the
Confed. |

This left BL workers in the

| forefront of
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the fight—faced
with a further humiliating pay
offer from Edwardes after two
successive years in which 5%
deals had been imposed.

There was huge shop floor
support for strlke action against
Edwardes 6.8% ‘‘final’’ offer,
which means a further cut in
real pay of over 10% for BL
workers.

A strike at BL—the heart of
the engineering industry and
also a part of the public sector

- —would have offered a lead to

millions of other workers facing
pay reviews.

Union officials fought tooth
and nail to avert the strike—and
were .assisted in this by the
Communist: Party in the shape

of Longbridge convenor Jack

Adams, who managed to

procure a mass meeting vote |
- against strike action. -

The BL sell-out was followed
at once by the Tory announce-
ment of the 6% pay limit in the
public sector.

Compromise

Powerful and potentially
‘embarrassing sections of public
sector workers—the miners, the

water workers and the fitemen—'

have been offered compromise
deals to avert strike action.
Elsewhere the Tories have
shrewdly assessed that public
sector union leaders like Fisher,

-Drain, Basnett and COHSE

leader Spanswick have no inten-

.tion of fighting a pay limif—

however low it may be. And the
stage lias been set for a new pay

-sell-out in steel,

The BL betrayal has thus
altered the whole shape of the

-class strugglé in the next few

months. Mass action on pay
—despite the militancy of the
membership—seems likely to
be combatted in every case by
union leaders who prefer to see
Thatcher remain in office than
workers mobilised in actlon to

| oust the Tories.

The fight to defend living

standards; to defend jobs and

public services; to defend union
rights; and to carry through the
kind of fight for socialist
policies implicitly demanded by
Labour conference delegates,
demands the construction of a

" new, revolutionary leadership in

the working class.

The lessons of 1980—and
our role in these and other key
struggles (see overleaf) confirm
the need for socialists to join th
the Workers Socialist League in

-its fight to build such a leader-

ship.

.. Please send me more details about the Workers Socialist League.
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Members and supporters of

the Workers Socialist .

League have fought consist-
ently within the labour

" movement for opposition to
British imperialism in Ire-

land—and as such have faced

and fought a succession of

witch-hunts. =
1980 began with a scurrilous

~attempt by Communist Party

members to whip up mass hos-
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tility to left wing candidates in
the TGWU leadership elections

at British Leyland’s Cowley

Assembly Plant. The CP chose
to witch-hunt deputy convenor
Alan Thornett and convenor
Bob Fryer for the principled

stand they had taken in defence

of a Provisional Sinn Fein
demonstration through the
town the previous autumn.

The witch-hunt misfired as

‘shop stewards’ meetings voted

unanimously on the night shift
and 120-7 on the day shift to
condemn it, and Thornett and
Fryer strengthened their
position in the shop floor ballot.

By March the witch-hunt
against anyone raising the issue
of Ireland had been taken up in
earnest by the TUC.

TUC bureaucrats moved in
to lend their weight to a massive

. press witch-hunt against a Tame-
side Trades Council conferencer  1981.
) 7 i ’

. . . . i L4 N . . b N
-
L : ' . ) ’ . N '. ) . ’ .. . .
i - - . : : , . :
‘ - . - _ :

Solid arity with

on Ireland. They declared that if
the conference went ahead, the
Trades Council would be dis- -

affiliated.

The Trades Council correctly -
rejected this blackmail, and
their stand has won wide !
endorsement from other trades
councils. WSL members and -
supporters have played an -
important role in mobilising
support for this struggle in:

- trades councils to convene

similar conferences. T

The issue of censorship and
biased media coverage of the
war in Ireland has also been
taken up by WSL members and
supporters, with the successful
fight for a resolution at annual
conference committing the NUJ

with other media unions to

convene a national labour move-

“ment conference on the issue—

now scheduled for February
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From the time when a.
WSL member working at

University College Hospital,
London first proposed to a
- shocked meeting  that
workers at the Elizabeth
~Garrett Anderson Hospital
should occupy to prevent its
“closure, the WSL has consis-
tently stood at the fore-
~ front of the fight for this
policy. - L
The EGA was in fact defen-
ded for over three years by a
work-in—backed up by repeated
threats of widespread strike
action to prevent the various

moves made by the AHA to
close it.

Sabotage

It was the sabotage of such

supporting action by union
officials which left other
hospital -oceupations at

Hounsiow and Ettwall in Derby-

shire exposed to savage AHA

- betrayal our

raids, and which eventually

allowed the closure of the EGA.
1980 brought

examples of such treachery.
The ten-month occupation

of St. Benedicts’ Hospital in.

Tooting, which had become a
national focus for resistance to
the Tory offensive on the NHS,
was smashed by scab ambulan-
ces driven through angry picket
lines—while NUPE and COHSE
bureaucrats refused to lift a
finger to fight for supporting
strike action. o

A few weeks later manage-
ment brutally snatched terminal
cancer. patients from  St.
Columbas Hospital, Hampstead,
to end a work-in there,

Against this background of
members and
supporters have fought against
the odds for action. -

further .
~ hospital in
defeated by the determination

The attempts t0o mount a
fight against the closure of the
large Cowley Road geriatric
Oxford were

of the hospital’s NUPE con-

venor, NEC member Betty Ward
to avoid an occupation at all
- COSsts,

But the long campaign to
save the smaller and more
isolated geriatric hospital at
Longworth has led to the estab-
lishment of an occupation there,
in which WSL members and

supporters have worked along-

side staff to defend much-
needed facilities.

Eisewhere, WSL members

terms by the WSL..

ting ‘ or A GT 0 0

and supporters played an impor-
tant role in supporting the
occupation of Wheatley Street
nursery in Coventry, where a

Labour-controlled council was,

busily carrying through Tory
cuts,

‘But, more important, the
lessons from these struggles have
been drawn out in more general

'~ They were incorporated into

NP4

The

the amendments moved jointly
by supporters of the Campaign
for Democracy in the Labour

Movement  and Socialist
Organiser = at the anti-cuts
conference convened by

Lambeth Labour council on
November 1. |
As the scale of the Tory

past  twelve months
brought a significant strengthening in the
~ political work of the Workers Socialist
| League, as workers increasingly recognise
| the need for firm action to combat the
Tories. JOHN LISTER looks at some of
| the most’ :  important contributions
-} made by our movement during 1980.
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attack became clear; these
policies, which have often been
fiercely contested in smaller
local campaigns, won the back-
ing of a clear majority of the
700 delegates - who attended

. from a wide range of trade
union and labour movement

bodies.
~ The steering committee set
up from that- conference
includes WSL members and sup-
porters: it has now convened a‘
recall conference for January 31
and called for national backing
to a two-week strike called by .
sections . of Lambeth council
workers. - - |
The fight for such policies
of all-out resistance to the Tory
offensive can expose the des- -
tructive role of the union
bureaucracy and provide a vital
focus for the fight for general-

W |

On December 31, 1979 the
Trotskyist International Liaison Com-
mittee was formed, compromising, in

addition to the Workers Socialist

League, groups from Italy, Denmark,
Turkey, Chile, a nucleus in France and
a sympathising section in the USA
(barred from affiliation by reactionary
US legislation). |

- The TILC takes its stand on the Trotsky-
ist Transitional Programme of 1938 and on

the development beyond it which is

embodied in the document “The Transition-

al Programme in Today’s Class Struggle”.
"~ The level of political -agreement this
indicated marked a major step forward in -

the fight for the reconstruction of the
Fourth International: but the TILC has
been clear from the outset that it sees itself
as only a transitional step towards such a

reconstruction. |
We have stressed repeatedly that we do

. not seek to proclaim ourselves as “the”
- Fourth International. | |

‘Declaration of Intent’
stresses that our task is to confront the

The TILC’s

problem of the profound divisions within
the world Trotskyist movement—divisions
which result from 30 years of political crisis.

The TILC thus faces a dual task. On the

one hand in the practical work of its:
sections and in the discussions within its
own ranks it is attempting—necessarily in a
" limited way—to offer leadership and develop

programmatic agreement that will advance
the class struggle internationally. |
On this basis{ we intend to work towards
the agreement of national perspectives for
each of the sections and the establishment

of  the TILC as a democratic centralist -

international tendency. . |
On the other hand the TILC has pressed

for discussions both on a national and inter-

national level with other Trotskyist forces
on the fundamental political problems to be
tackled if the Fourth International is to be
reconstructed. ~ |

wternationd

ised action .
Thatcher government.

1

We have sought—but failed to achieve—
discussions with the newly-formed Parity
Commission. - T :

Discussions have, however, taken place
with the Fourth Internationalist Tendency,
whose sections include Politica Obrera in
Argentina and the POR in Bolivia as well as
the Workers League in Palestine. FIT repres-
entatives attended the successful TILC
summer school in July. |

Within the TILC on an international

‘level 2 wide range of agreement has been

evident throughout the year. Resolutions

-on Turkey, on Poland and on the Iran/Iraq
- war, along with a political assessment of the

Parity Commission, will be among the topics.
debated at the next Liaison Committee
meeting, - |

Meanwhile on a national level, discus-
sions have been conducted by TILC sections
with individual Trotskyist groupings, with a
view to ascertaining whether a principled
basis exists for possible fusions.

Thusin Italy the GBL is engaged in dis-
cussions with a circle of militants who have
come from a number of organisations; in
France discussions are taking place with
sympathetic forces in Paris; and in the USA
the Socialist League (DC) is engaged in dis-
cussions and joint work with the RWG.

In Britain the WSL has, during the year,

‘developed discussions at leadership and at

membership level with Workers Power—in
which Workers Power has moved to harden
and extend the differences of method that
have emerged. I | -
. And disc?sions_ are taking place between
the WSL and the International Communist

 League, accompanied by joint work around

British Leyland, the FBU, the Labour Party
and the fight against the cuts. Such discus-
sions are yet at a tentative stage, with no
firm balance sheet having yet been drawn up
on areas where disagreement clearly exists.
Whatever the outcome in any of these
instances there is no doubt that 1981 will be

‘a crucial year for the further development

of the TILC as a force fighting to recon-
struct the Trotskyist Fourth International.

to defeat the
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‘become a figh

utionary banner

-of the
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“Our fundamental aesth-

~ etic goal must be to socialise

artistic expression and wipe
out bourgeois individualism.

“We repudiate so called
easel painting and every
kind of art favoured by
ultra-intellectual circles
because it is aristocratic,
and we praise monumental
art in all its forms, because

i

it is public property.” ~

“We proclaim that at this
time of social change from a
decrepit order to a new one,
the creators of beauty must
use their best efforts to
produce ideological works
of art for the pe0ple art
must no longer be the
expression
satisfaction which it is
today, but should aim to
1ting educative
art for all.”

David Alfaro Siqueiros
" Art and Revolution

~ The relatlonshlp between art
and revolution is a thorny and
also arguably ummportant
problem.

At different tlmes the revol-
has been
claimed by both figurative and
abstract painters and at these
times it was not so much the
consciousness raising properties
paintings themselves
which determined which was to
be the revolutionary artistic
vanguard but rather the political
sympathies of the artists them-
selves.

At the time of the Russian
Revolution for instance, the
academic painters were broadly
patronised by and supported the
Tzarist establishment, whereas
the avante garde was aligned
with the left.

' Lenin disliked their work
but had to accept their presence
in the cultural work of the
Bolshevik administration and
allowed Lunacharsky, the new

‘Minister for the Arts a free

hand.

Artists were encouraged not
only to make propaganda films
and posters but also given
materials with which to paint.

It would be interesting to
mvestlgate the reasons why
figurative and non-figurative
painters fall into both revolu-
tionary and counter-revolution-

- ary camps at different times in

terms of social class, state

patronage, etc,,
But no conclusmn could be

- reached without examing the

psychological and sociological
variants which, rather than
talent, characterise arﬂsts in any
given somety

It is worth examining the
extent to which, for example
the invention of the camera

- represented an opportunity for

the exploration of those areas

not- fully accessible to pictorial .

imagery or, on the other hand
the extent to which it provided
a legitimate haven for social
misfits—unable to fulfill them-
selves any other way —to retreat
to.

‘It is a haven increasingly
used by women who, rejecting
the traditional female role of
helpmate and breeder, rush into
a hitherto male profession
which enticingly promises them
a quick transformation from
model to Maker, only to find
that they are further marginal-

ised and imprisoned as parasites

on male culture.
In other words the political

~and social composition of a

sector of creative workers is not

- a2 simple question, since a social
' realist will fulfill a revolution-

ary function at a particular con-
junction of Mexican history,
and be a puppet of Stalinist

of individual

the only truly proletarian art.

R}

and be a puppet of Stalinist
reaction at another place and
time.

Therefore whether the pain-
ter should be seen as a stable
factor distorted by political real-
ities is doubtful. |

The USA art establishment
rejected non-figurative painting
as ‘subversive’ and communist
until the 1930s-when Stalin
decided that social realism was

. Unsurprisingly, the New
York -critics under the expert

tutelage of Clement Greenberg

then flung themselves into a
paean of unrestrained worship

at the altar of bourgeois indiv-

idualism now represented by
. abstract art!
This throws into question

the heady objectives quoted at

the beginning of this article.
They are objectives which

are contradicted in any case by

the practice, and adulterated by

the other theories of Siqueiros. -
and others -like Rodchenko m'

the USSR.

These artists returned again
and again to their easels, com-

promised. themselves with reac-

tionary patronage and went
beyond their audience ‘and
Eisenstein’s dictum:

rather
about the elitism which ‘social- -

“The great revolutionary
painter is a synthesis of the
ideas of the masses and their
n;]l)resentatlon by an individ-
u .$’

Capitalism perverts and stul-
tifies popular culture. There are
queues for The Confessions of a
Taxi Driver and reruns of The
Sound of Music, not The Battle-

- ship Potemkin.

Oohs and aahs are reserved
for Woolworth pap paintings of
coy pgirls and white horses on
the beach, not Leger’s ‘Con-
structeurs’. Committed art is
always appropriated eventually
by the bourgeoisie.

The Orosco exhibition at the
Museum of Modern Art is worth
visiting as an impressive collec-
tion of a lifetime’s work,
although the 60p entrance fee is
an unwelcome innovation which
underlines my  point

ist’ art cannot escape under
capitalism.

Like the previous shows held
there in this genre, (El Lissitsky
and Rodchenko), it is interest-
ing but sad since they represent
the ultimate failure of these
artists’ concern to avoid the
gallery circuit and subsequent
overpricing. -

Orozco: ‘The Leaders’ (1936)

Even sadder is the state of
mural painting in this country,
where with a few honourable
exceptions it is restricted to
pictures of zoos and trains.in
adventure playgrounds and the
anomalous chirpy little scenes
which have sprung up on the
ends of houses in places like
Swindon. .

Vigorous paintings of dole

queues and picket lines, images -

of working class experience and
orgamsatlon. of the choices

RED YOI.ITH

MOMTHLY PAPIR OF THE SOCIALSY YRUTH LEADUR

| couldn’t

 Siqueiros’

*

open for youth today and the

struggle to be waged would be

a welcome addition to a stroll

through any city as ossified as
Oxford for example.

Would the critics and respec-
table patrons of the galleries
be as pleased to see them out-
side the safe confines of .their
walls?

Mural painting in Mexico
has been particularly signif-
icant, partly because of the
herlta e of highlv visual non-
llterate Indian culture which
continued im a restricted way
into the Christian era with
religious wall panels and votive
paintings.

Heritage

Nationalist artists, in the
period lmmedlately before and
after the revolution attempted
to bring out this heritage more
strongly and repudiate the dom-

‘inance of imperialist culture, a

nationalism which revealed its
reactionary features
clearly in the fascist positions
taken at the end of their lives by
both Dr Atl,
inspirer of the muralists, and
Vasconcelo, the Minister of
Education who did most to give
them state patronage.

The three great muralists
thrown up in this period each
had different visions of the
artist’s role. Orosco, the only
non-Communist Party member,
saw himself as a critic rather
than participator or party hack.

His = paintings vividly
illustrate . the betrayals and
butchery of the revolution, the
tragic character of the soldier-
peasant. alliance and so on.

However, his lack of
commitment meant that, how-
ever correct, his critique simply
led him towards cynicism and a
nihilistic doctrine of the
fallibility

forward beyond his image of the
revolution as a gravedigger

digging his own grave. and

slumping into it asleep.
he painted only when he
engage in  other
political activities.

Even if this were not quahf—

ied as many of his statements

are, by others emphasising the
profess1onal and specific role of
artists insociety, any politically

active painter knows that
political activity can consume
twenty-four hours of any day
in the most quiescent times, and
%)a.mtmg time has to be fought
or

However, the very contradlc-
tions which abound in
life illustrate even
more potently the complex
choices facing militant artists

over where to place their
political energies.
Monumentalising art, in

effect meant that he was patron-
ised by ‘progressive’ forces such

as Fords and the bourgeois state
- even while they imprisoned him
for other activities.

Neither of them would

spend a penny on publishing

Marxist books or teaching any-
one to blow up army bases.

RED YOUTH
Monthly paper of the
Socialist Youth League
- New issue available
Price 10p plus 12p postage

WOMAN WORKER
A paper of the Workers
Socialist League
New issue now out
Price 12p plus 12p postage

Both available from WSL,
BM Box 5277, London
| WCIN 3XX

Mexican

most

precursor and

~either

of human nature. Asa
- ‘Partisan with absolute freedom
~of action’ he offered no way

released

- Page 9

Penny Woolcock reviews the work of
the Mexican muralist Orozco on show
at the Oxford Museum of Modern Art
(entrance 60p).

Riviera, on the other hand,
was a hfelong party member
and firmly believed that the
revolution had taken place,
contributing towards the stabil-
ity of the cultural hegemony of
the new political establishment
with his glorious images. The
New Order had arrived and it
was now a question of the

‘national interest’.

Siqueiros, the most pohtlc-
ally active of the three, notor-
ious for leading an early un-
successful attack on Trotsky’s
life, for his trade union activit-
ies, his soldiering in both the
revolution and the
Spanish civil war, claimed that

His ‘The March of Human-
ity’, a 4,600 feet mural, is
inside an expensive audltorlum
in Mexico City, patronised by
middle class tourists and not
used as a didactic aid for an
illiterate populace.

I would not however want
to underplay the fact that
because artists were linked to
mass movements in both Mexico
and the Soviet Union, public art
galleries and museums are ‘to
this day seen as the preserve of
the intelligentsia.

The paintings of these three |
artists, Orosco, Riviera and
Siqueiros are all powerful and
reflect, if nothing else, currents
of left/Stalinist thought on°
culture at the time—not least in
their portrayal of women who
appear invariably portrayed as
shameless prostitutes
representing European deca-
dence or as exalted suffering
Madonnas with their babies,
images which. have more in

common with’ fascmm than
communism. ~
Artists are a minor part of

‘a state propaganda machine.

Certainly their skills can be
used to contribute  directly
towards it by helping to design
posters, newspapers, working
for television and advertising
companies—and marginally by
painting murals.

It is the constant bombard-
ment cf the media, the use of
language, the education system

which - exercise  ideological
control.

Fine art painting is a specific
activity which sometimes

impinges on, but is not identical
to the functions of any part of
the propaganda machine.

To predict and legislate on

the shape of culture ‘after the

revolution’ is to fall into impov-
erished and rigid categories
which do nothing other than
support Tory stereotypes of -

socialism as a grim vision of
automatons and common
denominators.

We don’t know what forms
creative potential will take when
from the fetters of
capitalism —when it is no longer
the preserve of disaffected mem-
bers of the bourgeoisie and a
minority of workers co-opted
by bourgeois culture.

Those of us who are artists
and revolutionaries must engage
in the struggle alongside other
workers with no special brief,
no Stalinist trappings.

‘There is no socialist labour
under capitalism, there are only
socialists.




Page 10

INDUSTRIAL NEWS

With the threat of ‘the

BSC Chairman Ian
McGregor’s  forthcoming
plan for the steel industry
in the offing, over 80 trade
unionists met in Motherwell
on Saturday last to consider
the creation  of a united
front to fight redundancies.

Representatives of Scottish
miners, raillwaymen and steel-
workers discussed -the creation
of a triple alliance to combat
any closures. | |

Local Labour MPs, John
Smith and Jeremy Bray,

reported back on their discus-

sions with George Younger, the
Secretary of State for Scotland,
the Scottish CBI and McGregor,
highlighting the danger to
Gartcosh, the steel (finishing
complex near Coatbridge with
900 employees.

- This threat, it was empha-
sised, placed Ravenscraig the
main supplier of steel in Scot-
land, in a more vulnerable
position than had been previous-

ly supposed.
‘“Good chairman”

Despite this prospect, David
Lambie, MP for North Ayrshire
praised McGregor as likely to
prove himself a good Chairman.

Smith’s assessment of the
situation was that the govern-
ment, fearful of the political
consequences of  wholesale
decimation of the industry in
one area of the country, would

earmark for closure one cold -

rolling mill in South Wales and
another in Scotland, namely
Gartcosh. | '

Some speakers from the
floor called for an end to “low
key approaches” and demanded
a wider campaign against the
forthcoming BSC plans.

Barr, NUR spokesman in
Scotland, pledged the support
of his union for the steelmen in
their struggle.

- In solidarity with this stance,

Mick McGahey, President of the
Scottish miners, emphasised
that any closures in the Scottish

steel industry mean the run-

down of pits and affirmed that
his union would stand by th
steelworkers. . | -

He further called for cteating
the industrial and political con-

ditions for a General Election at.

the earliest opportunity and the
return of a Labour Government
committed to its Conference
programme. |
The significance of this
meeting lies in that it marks an
important stage in the creation
of a triple alliance of steel-
workers, miners and railway-

- maximum

.’

men,

McGahey warned that this
must not be a “cripple alliance”,
thereby alluding to the disas-
trous collapse of the Triple
Alliance of 1914-22 which com-
prised the miners, railwaymen
and transport workers. |

Formed on the eve of the

First World War to create
solidarity on the
wages front, when confronted
with the intransigence of
government and empiloyers in
the years 1919-22, it failed to
meet i1ts early  promise and
collapsed ignominiously, isolat-

ing first the railway workers in - .

1919 and then the miners in
1921.

Capitulation

None of these defeats can

be blamed upon the workers—
who remained militant through-
out—but full responsibility must
lie with the trade union leaders,
above all J . H. Thomas, the NUR
leader, whose final capitulation
came on “Black Friday”, 15
April 1921. |

Lacking a common, indus-

‘trial and political programme,

the Alliance was never more
than a flimsy paper agreement
between the leading figures of
the respective unions.

The collapse of the Alliance
left the way open for govern-
ment and employers to pick
off individual unions as in the
defeat of the engineers in 1922,
and, more fundamentally, it
grievously weakened the trade

‘union movement.

Membership collapsed by 3
million in the course of the

following three years, placing

the employers in a more advan-

tageous position to prepare for
the General Strike of 1926.

Frustrated

Trotsky’s apposite comment
in 1921 on the whole experi-
ence was as follows:

“The recent crisis of the
Triple Alliance furnished the
possibility of a revolutionary
collision with the bourgeoisie,
but this was frustrated by the
conservatism, cowardice and

treachery of the trade union

leaders.”
How is this kind of debacle
to be avoided today?

*Immediately the trade
union leadership must ensure
that their membership in all
three  industries is fully
informed through mass meetings
and conferences of these
decisions. Only in this way can
trade unionists ensure that the
pledges made by their leaders
are adhered to.

*Trades councils, along with
constituency Labour Parties,
must organise campaigns to
unite the employed and unem-
ployed in Lanarkshire and else-

where on an agreed platform of

struggle. . o
*A common programme has
to be hammered out adequate

to meet this crisis, having as its -
central perspective the bringing

down of the Tory government.

A series of feeble resolu-

tions—on grants and loans;

on youth unemployment;

on peace and disarmament;

on finance and autonomy;
and on Ireland—passed at

‘last week’s National Union

of Students’ conference

summed up the bankruptcy
of the Left Alliance leader-

ship. '

The NUS is now committéd

to negotiate with arch reaction--

ary Rhodes Boyson in -defence

of the grants system-—-but with

no coherent policy to fight Tory
moves to impose student loans
instead of grants.

The main motion on Ireland

adopted the TUC’s reactionary
pro-imperialist - “Better Life for

All” campaign which recognises
long-term British rule over the
six counties of Ireland.

Not unscathed

And despite an impassioned
speech from Mrs Nugent,
mother of Armagh hunger
striker Mairead Nugent, the con-
ference rejected even the

humanitarian appeal of Charter

80 by a majority of 80,000 on a
card vote.

In spite of the rightward
swing at the conference the

NUS Executive did not escape
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unscathed.

For the first time In a

number of vyears a vote of
censure was passed against the
whole Executive,

Censure

By a majority of nine votes
conference condemned the EC’s
handling of the fight against the
Tory plans to tie student union

funds to the discretion of local

authorities and college

gOVernors.

A number of other motions

of censure were passed against
various EC members—including
no less than three condemning
NUS President Dave Aarono-
vitch. o

He was sttip-ped of réspon- |

sibility for the fight against
government economic policy.
But he was still able to carry
through- the most blatant
manoeuvre of the conference—
unconstitutionally taking the
chair to rule that no more

‘money would be made available
to the National Union of School

Students. -

The matter could not be
discussed further, except in a
court of law, he declared.

- "Students plainly face an
uphill political battle against

Aaronovitch and his ilk in the

fight to mobilise theit union
against the Tory offensive. .
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STUC

fiasco-

The STUC organised
Scottish Convention ful-

filled the- expectations of

those who, like Socialist
Press, forecast it would be
a fiasco. -

The 850 delegates who

gathered in Bute Hall at Glas-

gow University on Monday 8
December were overwhelmingly
Labour and trade union bureau-
crats, - representatives of the
Scottish CBI, Tories, church-

men, nationalists and assorted

reactionaries.

The authentic voice of the
working class was stifled, barely
able to express itself in this
august assembly. |

Sam Gilmore, convenor of
shop stewards at Govan Ship-
builders, made a fighting speech
of attack upon the Tory govern-
ment and the need to get rid of

-them, but the air was thick with

platitudes about the plight of
Scottish industry and the extent
of unemployment.

Nothing was decided save
the establishment of a body of
18 unnamed commissioners to
approach the government. The

- comment of John Davidson, |
director of the CBI (Scotland)
‘that it had been a ‘‘civilised °

conference” is surely a fitting
egpitaph on the whole sorry
affair. | |

In marked contrast was the

lobby of the Conference held in -

the morning and the lunchtime
meeting organised by supporters
of the Campaign for Democracy
in the Labour Movement and
Socialist Organiser . which
emphasised the need for

pressure on the STUC to break

off all talks with the Tories and
industrialists and to launch a
campaign to bring down the
government., _

Participants at the lunchtime

meeting, including Ron Brown, -

Labour MP for Leith, expressed

their- disgust with the. class

collaborationist -methods being
pursued by the STUC leadership
and the need for an alternative
strategy in the Scottish labour

- movement. |
The campaign launched by

the Scottish Graphical Division

(West Branch) of SOGAT for a

Strathclyde Shop  Stewards
Committee must be an integral

element in that strategy and -

must be taken up immediately
in union  branches, shop
stewards

'

Available, price 45p including postage from
WSL, BM Box 5277, London WCIN 3XX

| - committees  and |
constituency Labour Parties.

!




Hospital
| work=in
| wins more
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 — support—

as the
‘throughout has been to protect -
the patients by ensuring con-

On December 2 the staff
of the 50-bed Longworth
geriatric [Hospital, in the
Oxfordshire = countryside,
went into  occupation—

~deciding to work-in to stop
‘the Area Health Authority’s

efforts to close their hospit-

al.

Just two days later, the AHA
‘was making efforts to split the
COHSE staff off from the sup-

- port of the union officers. .

- These officers, for their part,
were making it clear that, while

~ they were quite prepared to

make a noise about cuts, and
use this occupation to feather
their own caps, they would now

- use their weight to tip the scales
. the other way—to suspending

the occupation!

This, they said, was a ‘ges-
ture of faith’ to the AHA, who
promised not to move patients
for a whole five weeks and to
‘consult> COHSE before they
did so! o .

- The occupation committee,
knowing they could not retreat,
having come so far, and starting

- to realise their own strength and
- the responsibility this placed on

them to stand firm, unanimous-
1y rejected this deal. '
Meanwhile the AHA, under
its chairman, Lady McCarthy
(who also sits on the local
Labour Party GMC!)—-had just
one card to play.
- Not daring to risk her repu-
tation by snatching the patients
as other AHAs have done, she
resorted to blackmail!

The new Witney Hospital,

due to open after Christmas,
would stay shut as long as
Longworth Hospital remained
occupted, she announced as

~there was ‘not enough money’

for both and she was not pre-

pared to have the patients

“frightened and confused”.
Blatant lie

This last was a blatant lie,
staff’s first concern

tinued care, so that their life
continues absolutely as normal.

" The courage of the occupa-
tion committee who remained
strong in the face of this black-

. mail and the attempted sell-

- out, was well rewarded.

Many staff inside the hos-

| pital who had been wavering

were won round to supporting

' the occupation.

© visited

. A record number of relatives
the hospital that

weekend and approved of the
-occupation when it was dis-
cussed with them.

Support and offers of help

- national level.

came in from the surrounding
villages, starting with the staff’s
own families. |
- Every union branch the staff
appealed to, and some they
were stretched to get to, offered
help. |
In contrast, the staff are still
waiting for official backing from
their union—COHSE —at

Prepare
. But with the determination

they have shown thus far, they |

will win this backing.

The fight must then be to

prepare for the time when the

- AHA finds that playing a wait-

ing game, with persuasion,
derision and blackmail in not
opening Witney Hospital will
not be enough, and begin to
plan in earnest to break the
occupation.

- This is the time for which
Longworth staff must prepare
other trade unionists to stand

- alongside them by taking strike

action to safeguard this hospital.

-Meanwhile the occupation
and picketing urgently need
financial assistance and moral
support from other health
workers and trade unionists.

Send donations and messages

of support to:

Barbara Russell, Weybread
Cottage, Farringdon Road,
Longworth, Oxfordshire. |

Journalists occupy
‘against sackings

The struggle of 65 NUJ

members against redundan-
cies in the British Printing
Corporation’s
Division took a new turn

last week when the chapel -

occupied company premises
in response to a manage-
ment lock-out.

Three weeks ago the com-
pany sacked all 65 members.

They had issued warnings |

over disruptive action taken by
the chapel against the second
wave of redundancies from the
company this year.

- Some months back the
chapel had mixed success over
an 1nitial group of redundancies.

Some jobs were saved
through chapel pressure in the
form of disruptive action,
mandatory meetings and selec-

Publishing

‘Hostel

After a similar ‘Kangaroo

Court’ appeal to the original
disciplinary hearing, eight of
the nine victimised Long-
bridge militants are still
sacked, including all four
shop stewards.

One of the workers had his
sacking changed to a two week
suspension,

None of the company’s wit-
nesses were named or could be
cross-examined so the whole
‘appeal’ was just a farce.

All eyes will now focus on

CAB I Tuesday morning day-
shift. This is the area that the
victimised workers came from.

If this section takes strike
action then the Works Commit-

tee have promised a Joint Shop

Stewards meeting.
It is to this meeting that

the demand for plant-wide
strike action will be put.

All last week the Works
Committee refused to call a full

stewards’ meeting before the

‘appeal’ despite the sacking of

- four shop stewards. They thus
- managed: to avoid any prepara-

tion for a confrontation.

No confidence

‘One of the victimised shop
stewards said at a public meet-

ing last Sunday organised by the

Selly Oak Labour Party, that he
had no confidence in the
‘appeal’ and that only industrial
action could save his and the
other jobs. o |
The initiative in support of

the nine by Selly QOak Labour
Party must be applauded.

About 50 people attended a

- HOSTEL SIT-IN

- 16 homeless people,
together

with  hostel
manager Joe Costello, have
occupied the

prevent its closure by the

St. Georges Community

Trust.

The Hostel has been run on
semi-commercial lines (with
charges upwards of £17.25 per
week) to subsidise the Trust’s

- main hostel. - ~
 Suddenly the Trust’s
founder and director, one

Austin  Williams MBE, JP,

tive strikes and pickets.

In the latest round of redun-
dancies the chapel has so far
saved two jobs out of nine.

Of the remaining

‘'when the individuals, named
by the company, opted to take

voluntary redundancy. The
chapel remains firmly
committed to defending the
other two jobs. |

One factor in the chapel’s
resolve is that the redundancies
have been directed almost exclu-

sively at chapel members though

they represent only 60% of edit-

~ orial staff. Furthermore chapel

officers have
those named.
Initially the chapel pursued
the same strategy as for the first
round of redundancies but this
time the company issued warn-

been amongst

‘ings which culminated in mass

Bakehouse
in Chelsea, to

| chapel
seven,
five became difficult to defend

focus for a conference the NUJ

redundancies in the industry.

declared the Bakehouse was
losing money —and gave ten days
notice that it would close and
Costello would lose his job.

Williams is a Labour coun-
cillor in Newham —and as chair-
man of the education commit-
tee, he is currently considering

school closures.’

The homeless tenants are
now occupying the hostel. They
would welcome ~ offers of
support from the labour move-

ment—to Joe Costello, Bake-

house Hostel, 47 Milmans St.,

- London SW10.

sackings.

The chapel tesponded by

continuing to turn up for work.

Last Monday 8 November,
members arriving for
work found their way barred by
security men. The chapel never-
theless found a way up to the
sixth floor of the building where
they - promptly decided to
occupy. | o

The chapel has also begun
picketing at other sites, in par-

ticular Polton House, Shepher- |

dess Walk where production is
continuing. Police from the
local City Road police station
have been heavy on the pickets
—limiting the number to four.
The action is gaining support
from NUJ members in other
book and magazine houses and
will obviously become a main

is organising for January around

Syl

meeting chaired by Tom
Litterick. . | |
Rover worker Pat Hickey

~spoke in place of Derek Robin-

son—who failed to turn up.-

There was a great deal of
criticism of the role of the
Longbridge CP leadership in the
wages sell-out that led to the
victimisation.

When Litterick asked if there
was a  Labour Party member
in the audience of the well-
publicised meeting, in order to

see whether they were going to

fight the victimisation none
were present. ~

Every BL steward

What was made plain at the
meeting was that if the com-
pany are successful with the
sacking of the ‘9’ then not

only will every steward in Long-

bridge be in danger but so will
every Leyland steward.

If the stewards are not
detended at Longbridge then
the betrayal will be similar to
that of Derek Robinson. But the

“responsibility will go right down
into the stewards’ movement.

‘Council of

The leadership at Longbridge -
must call action by the whole
plant. The TGWU which called
‘official’ support for Robinson
must do the same immediately
for the 9% all four victimised

shop stewards are TGWU
- members.- L

This must spread to ‘official’
strike action  throughout

Leyland. Al TGWU members
should demand  this through
their branches and shop
stewards meetings.

NATIONAL CHILDCARE
| CAMPAIGN
Constitutional Conference
Saturday 24 January 1981
- 10am.toSpm.
Wolverhampton Poly
| Students Union
Stafford & Wulfruna Sts.
‘Wolverhampton
- Conference fee £1.50
(unwaged 75p)
‘Creche*Food*Bar
Pooled fares*Overnight
accomodation.

~action’ call

Over 100 tréde unionists,

- youth and unemployed
- workers attended a confer-
ence to discuss factory"

closures convened in Wins-

ford on Sunday December

14. | |
Platform speakers included a
representative from the

Gardners occupation, a full time
official from AUEW/TASS, a
Labour Party speaker, and Wins-
ford WSL secretary Dave
Murphy.

Council of action

After a lively discussion the
following resolution, calling for
the formation of a council of
action to combat the tidal wave
of closures in the area, was
unanimously carried: '

“The unemployed figure o
22 million and rising fast; fac-

~ tories closing and redundancies

being announced each day; hos-
pitals, schools and social services

being closed in every area; the

school meals system virtually
ended; council house building at

" a standstill; rent increases on the

agenda; mortgage payments up,
and the homeless figure soaring;
15% inflation means plummet-

MORE RUDDY SACKINGS ! | SEEM TO HAYE SPENT THE )
wHolE YEAR BOGGED DOWN WITH QUR HEMBERS

(FIRST, TREY WANTED A WAGE INCREASE... \
THEN THEY MOANED APOUT REDUNDANCIES.

N

LEFT IN THIS UNIoN=—YOU Aw ME.

~ |
{ A )
»

(’a, | g
SY 4

§,1 0
'-‘,\.‘.' /' NN
LY ». Y - -
o .“‘ : - :\x

| k&mrss AND GROANS-j

S5y

<~

BE 2 RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE

REMEMBER THAT TALK OF
ELECTING OFFICIALS 7/

BINGES AND LONG HOLIDAY'S /
Enmy— BUT THERE'S JUST ONE)
s —

MALL SN{;_}

THAT Sounds UKE SHEER BLISS 7 No MorE
PHONE CALLS —CONFERENCES —RALL IES — MASS
MEETINGS OR STRIKES —~ TUST T.u.C.

action. _groups,

BRIGHTER SIDE T IT ALL. IF

‘THE REDUNDANCIES KEEP ON
AT THIS PACE... |

'.. -

ing living standards while those
at werk face speed up and anti-
union laws, | |

This Tory government is a
class ' war government, selected
from the most determined sec-
tions of the capitalist class.

It has come to office com-
mitted to do a specific job for

. . the bankers, employers, specul-

ators and landlords. That job is
to carry out an all-sided attack
on the working class, its living
standards, social services and

- working conditions—all in the

interest of profit, |
Therefore it is the declared
intention of this meeting to

call upon all workers, employed

and unemployed, to resist all
factory - closures and to oppose
all redundancies and cuts in
public expenditure by whatever
means possible and to support
both morally and financially all
workers in struggle. |
In order to facilitate this,
[Mid-Cheshire] Trades Council
should immediately form an
area Council of Action which
will embrace all working class
organisations—trade  unions,
labour groups, unemployed,
youth sections, community
and tenants
associations,” . o

S —BUT THERES A
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oo WITHOUT ANY MEMOERS LEFT — WHO'LL )

PAY OUR WAGES 7!
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SOCIALIST

- Last year a miserable 2%
pay offer from BSC manage-
ment triggered a bitter 14-
week pay strike—and an
eventual 14% settlement.

This year the new steel boss
Ian MacGregor feels confident
enough of the spinelessness of
union Jleaders arrogantly to
announce not only 20,000 more
redundancies but also a total
pay freeze for steel workers at
least until July.

In other words with inflation
running now at 15%, steel
workers are being called upon to
accept a 15% cut in their living
standards in ‘order to bail BSC
out of its colossal economic
crisis.

£10 million a week

Of course it .is obvious to
anyone  that even if the entire
BSC workforce worked the next
twelve months for nothing at
all, the money saved would
scarcely make a dent in the £10
million a week losses run up by
the corporation in the midst of
Thatcher’s slump.

The argument that “‘sacri-
fice” by workers will *“‘save the
industry’’ is a transparent fraud.

| Major factors in BSC’s crisis
are the soaring Interest pay-
ments siphoned off by the
bankers, the sky-rocketing cost
of energy imposed by Tory
" policies, and plummeting
demand for steel as factories
close and whole industries grind -
to record low levels of output |

But steel union leaders,
petrified by the independent
strength and tenacity shown by
their members in the 1980%
strike, have no plan to fight

either the new redundancies or
MacGregor’s pay freeze. ~

ISTC suggestion

According to the Guardian
ISTC leaders had themselves
actually planned to suggest a
pay freeze—in return for a 12-
month moratorium on redun-
dancies! '

Such leaders do not object

'With Socialist Press tak-
ing a break for two weeks
this column will not be
chivwying you for your
money until 7 January. But

that doesn’t mean that we

NEXT ISSUE
Socialist Press is taking
a break for two issues. We
will next appear on Wed-

nesday 7 January. We hope
all our readers have a
pleasant holiday and return
refreshed to the struggle in
the New Year.

prevent plant

Keep the
money coming

to their members being made
scapegoats for the capitalist
crisis: they simply want to avert
a new round of struggles In
which once again their own

limitations.are exposed.

MacGregor’s tactics have
been correctly likened Dby
AUEW bureaucrat Gavin Laird

as a paraliel to those of Michael
Edwardes.

Surrender

The problem faced by steel-

workers is that the tactics of
their union leaders are also the
same as those of the union
leaders in British "Leyland—
empty protests followed by
abject surrender.

ISTC leaders console them-

selves with statements that for
the Tories to close down BSC

“altogether and put - 390,000

onto the dole would bring down
the Thatcher government.
Our task is not to speculate
what might topple the Tories—
it is to mobilise all-out action
that will bring them down.
Steelworkers, public sector

‘workers and others must unite

in - -this = struggle —before still
further setbacks take place.
*Defend all jobs! Occupa-
tions and supporting strikes to
closures and
redundancies!
~ *No to the pay freeze!
Demand wage increases to pro-
tect against inflation, with a
cost of living clause to keep
pace with rising prices.
*Unite public sector workers

against the Tories’ offenswe' |

Build councils of action!

Sirs

do not need your financial
donations. We need them
more than ever. Steadily

rising costs make the pro-

duction of Socialist Press
ever more expensive. And

_yet our paper is an essential
- part of our struggle to give

leadership to the fight
against the Tory govern-
ment. ‘

Be generous this Christ-

mas. Send us a dondtion.

Our address is: Socialist
Press Fund, BM Box 5277,
London WCIN 3XX.

Steelworkers on March 9

“Church is Communists’
most valuable asset”. So
read the paradoxical head-
line in Monday’s Cjuardian.

Why is it that a regime
supposedly based on scientific

- socialism should now require

the services'of the world’s most

entrenched bastion of mediaeval

bigotry and superstition? |
The answer is of course that
the stony-faced Stalinist bureau-
crats—who have drawn their
own privileges - from their
fumbled and  high-handed

administration of the national-

- ised economy-—have failed to
'win the mass support of Polish
workers;

Break hold

And they have likewise
failed to break the hold of the
Catholic
peasantry and the working class.

Until recently the Stalinist
regime compensated by outright

police repression for its own
lack of popular support. |

But now Polish workers,
spurred into struggle by the

food shortages and poverty line

wages that arise from the
bureaucratically distorted econ-

omy, have begun to assert their

independent strength as a class.

As a result they have begun
to challenge the very basis of
the police. state and of bureau-
cratic privilege.

Church over the |

This development brings no
joy to the Catholic Church. For
workers to discover their own
material strength throws into

‘question their need for the
“spiritual” notions peddled by

the Church. |
Institutions

This is why  Cardinal

‘Wyszynski has now lent his

unambisuous voice to that of
Party leader Stanislaw Kama in
urging Polish workers to “exer-
cise restraint™ and preserve “the
institutions of our State™ in the
next period.

The Catholic Church speaks
for world imperialism. US and
European

to prop up the Polish Stalinists.
- They fear above all a new
wave of revolutionary struggles

"in Europe. And so do the

Kremlin ieaders. | |

Capitalists and ‘“Commun-
ists” will therefore be saying a
common prayer this Christmas:
‘Oh Lord, keep the workers in
their place of oppression and
exploitation, and us in our
places of wealth, power and
privilege.”

And if illusions in the

Lord won’t do it—then there are
guns on the Polish
border ready to do the job.

tanks and

capitalists have -
offered economic and other aid

((I" for l(lbour 5
“action on Ireland

The growth and success
of the Labour Committee

~on Ireland was apparent at

a meeting of its supporters

at Caxton Hall, Archway,
~ last Saturday.

CHURCH BID TO
REIN IN POLISH

Wyszy nskz

DEMONSTRATE

N support of
hunger strikers

Saturday 20 December
A

| CONFERENCE
““Ireland and the British”
A Labour conference

organised by Battersea CLP

Saturday 17 January 1981
11.30 am—5.00 pm.
177 Lavender Hill, London
| SW11
Workshops, plus speakers—
Jock Stallard MP; Alf Dubs
MP, Geof Bell and others

Credentials from M. Tupper

177 Lavender Hill, SW11

.
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‘was packed to capacity with

~ and Glasgow.

concerned the submission of a

 iser in the Midlands whose care-

! as was the other one. It called

edition of ‘Labour and Ireland’.

- political status of Irish pohtlcal

- utions.

rally in the New Year.
~and prompt lmplementat;on of °
“isation and convenors. Labour *

- Flynn,

N

Since the inauguration of
the LCI last March it has
expanded to many new import-
ant areas. Despite last minute
problems of venue, a small hall
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supporters, some of whom come -
from as far afield as Edinburgh

The main item of the agenda

document from the LCI
National Councﬂ to the Labour
Party NEC Special Working
Party to review existing policy
on Northern Ireland. |

After discussion, a motion
was passed overwhelmingly that
tied all LCI documents to the |
“founding political principles of ==
the LCI”-specifically in rela- - &
tion to ‘‘a policy and commit-
ment to the immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of all
British military and economic
involvement in Ireland.” -

Submission

CLPs and trade unions were
alse encouraged to make sub-
missions to the NEC on this
vital subject. =

The meeting dlsplayed a high -
level of political understanding
and serious unity of purpose.
Particularly wuseful, was a =
contribution from an LCI organ- - -,

ful tactical work has ylelded
much fruit i n that area.

The main motion passed was
moved by Scottish supporters,

for

“a national campaign in sup-
port of the restoration of the
recognition of the political
status of Irish  political
prisoners. Such a campaign
should include the followng:

a) production of a special

'b) national mailing to CLPs.
¢) national speaking tour by
the MPs and trade union
officials who have  written
articles/spoken for the LCL.

d) sponsoring and mobilising
for national demonstrations in
support of the prisoners.

e) including a special section
of the LCI submlssmn to the =
Labour Party working party on
Ireland which underlines the’ -

prisoners, -
f) production of LCI leaﬂets
and posters. 2
g) -bringing pressure to bear .
on the Labour Party NEC to
support the prisoners’ demands
by a lobby of its January meet- -3
ing and by a campaign for resol- %

h) to orgamse a natlonal

Conference resolves to elect
a pohtlcal prisoners sub-com-
mittee’ to ensure the efficient

the above measures.’
Finally the meeting made
arrangements for regional organ- |

Party members who have not ~
yet been involved on Irish issues . ¢i#
are encouraged to write to Don
the Secretary, Labour i:
Committee on Ireland, c/o §7
Stamford Hill, London N16 '

Cet

GLASGOW
Assemble 10.00 am.
Craigendmir Street

Blackhill, Glasgow.

MANCHESTER
Assemble 1.30 p.m.
All Saints, Manchester

-~ BRADFORD
Assemble 1.00 p.m.
Infirmary Fleld
Westgate, Bradford
Called by North of
England Hunger Strike
| Committee |




