Squawks of rage from

Labour Party head-
quarters, the Houses of

Parliament, the Tory
press and top union
Jeaders are no bad thing.
They generally mean that
the right wing is under
attack.

Last week’s squawks

arose after Tony Benn had
well and truly set the cat
among Labour’s right wing
ravens, Tribunite ‘doves’ and
the vultures of Fleet Street.
1 His decision to stand
against Healey for the
deputy leadership of the
Party has rudely disrupted
the attempts by the right,
the ‘“centre’ and the fakers
of the Tribune Group to
cobble together the fraud-
ulent pretence of political
“unity’> on the basis of
hollow anti-Tory rhetoric.

Benn’s stand is a direct
 challenge to the growing
arrogance of the party’s
right wing—now regrouped
and organised in the ludi-
crously mis-named “Labour
Solidarity’’ grouping.

i

Clique

Having dried their tears
at the loss of Shirley
Williams, Owen and co., this
shady clique of shadow
cabinet spokesmen and
union bureaucrats has gone
on a rampage against the
policies and constitutional
changes agreed at last year’s
Blackpool conference and
the special conference at
Wembley.

Dennis Healey in partic-
ular- has gone even further
and called openly for a new

witch-hunt against the left
within the Party, including
the expulsion of supporters
of the Militant tendency.
And in the absence since
the January conference of a
clear line of struggle for the
Party’s left wing, the “Solid-
arity” gang have seemed very
much to set the pace o
events. -

Splitters

Indeed from the outset it
has been the right wing that
has directed towards
divisions and splits in the
party.

*Callaghan, having been
defeated on policy and con-
stitutional questions last
October, resigned early to
provoke an  immediate
leadership election under the
old rules.

*The right wing PLP
went ahead with that elec-
tion, despite the appeals of
the i’arty NEC for them not
to do so. Foot won after a
four-cornered fight in which
the press backed Healey.

*After demanding that
the left should support the
outcome of the Wembley
conference ‘‘whatever the
outcome”, Foot and the
right wing, after having been
defeated, at once declared
their intention to overturn
the decision.

*The most virulent right
wing opponents of party
democracy and socialist
policies then actually. split
from the Party to form the

SPD —leaving behind them a
large body of their co-

thinkers. |
*Since then Healey and

Shore have been grabbing
press headlines and touring

Evans
the country, arguing that the

policies adopted by last
October’s conference are
“unrepresentative”, publicly
attacking them, and seeking
to witch-hunt and expel
socialists from the Party In
order to “reverse the trend’’.

In declaring himself as a
candidate for the Deputy
leadership, Benn is not so
much initiating a new
struggle in the Labour Party:
rather he is at last offering
leftward moving members of
the Party a rallying cry and
an issue around which to
fight back against the right

- wing splitters.

He has  particularly
angered those who are fight-
ing to reverse the Wembley
conference decision, since he
is now pressing home an
election under the new rules
_to take place the very day

~ before Foot and. his bureau-

cratic cronies make their bid
to overturn those rules!
And’. 'he has 'annoyed
union ' leaders; by making it
quite clear that his appeal

Tony Benn speaking at the Blackpool cbhference

Healey
for support is directed not so
much to them as top bureau-
crats, but to the rank and
file membership In the
branches, and to the dele-
gates to this summer’s union
conferences.

This is an important and
positive step towards broad-
ening out the whole debate
on democraticc procedures
and the fight on policy and
programme  beyond  the
Labour Party itself, into the
wider trade union and labour
movement.

First step

It is the first step by a
prominent Labour left
winger to build a left wing
current in the trade unions
and break from the custom-
ary manoeuvres and back-
stage deals that characterise
relationships between
Labour
bosses. | |

Such a-turn is a particu-

lar, embarrassment to ‘left’

talking: burcaucrats such as

choice of breaking

leaders and. union

Heffer

Moss Evans of the TGWU,
and Clive Jenkins of ASTMS
who have repeatedly
postured as strong support-
ers of Benn.

Now they have the
from
wing TUC
colleagues and throwing
their = practical  support
behind Benn’s campaign, or
standing exposed Dbefore
their own members as allies
of Healey and the right wing.

But it is not only the
trade union leaders who find
themselves put on the spot
by Benn’s stand: the same is
also true of the bulk of the
Parliamentary “Tribune’
group.

Once clearly the left of
the Labour Party, the
Tribune group has been
more and more overtaken by
the growing leftward move-
ment of the party’s rank and
file. :

~ Clinging to its friendly
relationships ~with the right
wing and the union bureau-

cragy,

their right

the bulk of the
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Tribune group has remained
linked firmlys to  the
trappings of Parliamentary
democracy: dozens of Trib-
unites joined with the right
wing to condemn the out-
come of the Wembley Con-
ference and pledge to cam-
paign for its reversal.

Now the Tribunites’
outright opposition to any
serious fight against the right
wing is epitomised by the
reactionary statements from
John Silkin, and the rumb-
ling threats from Eric Heffer
to stand against Tony Benn
in a deliberate move to split
the left wing vote and ensure
Healey’s re-election.

A minority of left wing

- Labour MPs however—prom-

inent among them Reg Race,
Michael Meacher and others
—have lent support to Benn’s
stand, and begun themselves
to turn towards mobilising
the necessary movement in
the unions.

There is no doubt that
Benn, for all his correct and
wide-reaching criticisms of
the right wing and of the
record of previous Labour
governments, has serious
political limitations.

‘Alternative strategy’

In particular he, along
with many of his fellow left
MPs, and the Labour Co-
ordinating Committee,
remains committed to the
so-called “Alternative Econ-
omic Strategy” (AES) as a
solution to the capitalist
Crisis.

"The AES certainly con-
tains some progressive pro-
posals—including the expan-
sion of state spending on
useful public works.

But at the same time it 1s
strongly infected by
nationalism, with its strident
demands for import controls
to protect ‘“‘British” capital-
ist industry against ‘foreign”
capitalist competition.

Such a policy wrongly
directs British workers to

seek a common ‘‘national
interest” with their own
employers.

And indeed the AES is
seen by its supporters as a
means of reforming and
restructuring capitalism 1in

Britain rather than a strategy
for the establishment of a
planned socialist economy
on the basis of nationalisa-
tion of the banks, land and
major industry.

Socialist Press for this
reason opposes the Alterna-
tive Economic - Strategy
(though on occasion our
fight for partial and trans-
itional demands may well
bring us into a united front
with supporters of the AES).

Disagree

And we also strongly dis-
agree with Benn’s position of
opposing the fight for
immediate industrial action
to bring down the Tory
government.

Benn believes that this is
a premature step since
“first’> it 1s necessary to
change the character of the
Labour Party and its leader-
ship.

Such a view introduces a
false separation between the
political fight within the
Labour Party and the devel-
opment of the class struggle
as a whole, and flows from
Benn’s still Parliamentary
perspective of the fight for
socialism.

Bui despite these limita-
tions, Benn’s campaign
against Healey offers to rein-
vigorate the struggle for
socialist policies against the
right wing within the labour
movement in the next six
months.

At long last a left winger
has taken up a fight to
defeat and remove the right.
On this Dbasis socialists
should extend to Benn their
firm but critical support.

Socialist Press calls on
readers and ‘supporters in
Labour Parties and trade
union branches to utilise to
the full this new opportun-
ity for a political campaign
in which basic issues of
policy and programme can
be debated out.

Benn has set the cat
among the pigeons: it is up
to socialists to make sure
some feathers fly, and a
principled Marxist leadership
built within the labour
movement as a whole.
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Socialist Press readers
will know that last
week’s 1ssue was reduced
in size to eight pages.
They may
deduced from the page

numbers and the lack of

explanation that this was
a last minute change.

But what they will prob-

ably not know is that the

disruption of our newspaper

was the outcome of a par-

ticularly nasty exercise in

censorship and intimidation
carried out by the Workers
Revolutionary Party led by
Gerry Healy.

Acting in her capacity as
a . Central Committee
member of the WRP, actress
Vanessa Redgrave recently
issued a writ for libel against

both Morning Litho Printers .

Ltd and Sean Matgathna of
Socialist Organiser. The writ
alleged libel in respect of an

artlcle in Socialist Organiser

33 entitled ‘“‘Gaddafi’s
Foreign Legion to nght S
Rescue™”.

Contesting

Sean Matgamna is con-
testing the libel suit, and
defending his article.

But Morning
Printers, who became
involved solely through their
commercial relationship with
Socialist Organiser promptly

published an apology to the
-WRP in Socialist Organiser

37.
This was not enough for
the WRP. Not content with

also have

Litho |

SPECIAL F{
Back 10 12 pages:
to restore all the cuts!

threatening court action
against SO, they were deter-
mined to prevent that paper
from being published at all.
Redgrave therefore issued

a further writ against both

Morning Litho and SO for
the text of an  appeal for

funds to defend the case.

Circular

And she has issued a
further writ against SO sup-
porter John Bloxam f{or
the text of a circular to SO
supporters’ groups seeking
cash
libel suit.

Morning Litho were also
until this week the pnnters
of Socialist Press.

But according to Morning
Litho Printers, Redgrave’s
lawyers told their represen-
tatives that further writs

would be issued in respect of

each and every reference to
the WRP 1n any paper
printed by them.

This threat proved to be "

effective. And last week
Morning Litho refused to
print a page of Socialist
Press (this week’s page 9),
necessitating the last-minute
deletion of two pages out of
ten.

Wealth

This monstrous abuse of
Redgrave’s wealth

movement critics through
the threat of action in the

capitalist courts presented us

with a problem.

cuts we have been forced to

to ftight the original

“‘police agents”
while  legally blocking our
in an’
attempt to silence labour

‘Stop WRP bid to
‘movement press

As a matter of principle
we could not remain silent

. about the WRP’s outrageous
~actions in recent months.

Yet if we remained with
Morning Litho, Healy waus

- now free to denounce us

‘“‘scabs” and
in Newsline

each day as

right to reply.

In this situation we have
had no choice but to change
printers. We are gratetul to
IFast End Litho for agreeing
to print our paper at short
notice.

paper.
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This week marks the

return to a 12-page
Socialist Press and with it
a partial restoration of

the cuts we were forced

to make at the begmmng
of the year.

The extra two pages a

week mean that in particular
we can increase our coverage
of industrial news zmd the
struggles against local
councils implementing Tory
cuts and massive rent and
rate increases—coverage
which has been unavoidably

curtailed since we cut back

to 10 pages last January.

So we'vé made a start.
But unfortunately we are
not yet in a position to

publish Red VYouth and
k sman Worker as complete-
hv separate papers.

So w henever these
pabbcations appear they will
s~ ke four of our twelve
g2, Cur aum must there-

‘:.':mre ~ 1. o~emplete the res-

‘ca»om 0 e cuts made by

Th TR 172 these wa papers
eTarRlsh a0 more.

Bat if &2 arc bo succewd

o omarnlawning the (2page

~goeT 27O roversng Z.o the

make we depend on two

things. ‘
Firstly, on top of our

monthly fund of £850 we

need to raise the £2500

Special Fund launched last
week The continual rapid
rise in inflation hits us two

~ ways. It confronts us with

continually rising costs In
producing and distributing

Socialist Press. and it reduces

the living standards of our
supporters and their abulity
to contribute to our fund.

Expand work

Yet we make no apology
in appealing to our readers

and supporters to come for-

ward with the money neces-
sary to complete this fund
which will. apart from ward-
ing off our creditors, ensurc¢
the successfui return to 12-
page production and, we
hope. leave some cash spare
to help expand our nter-
national work within the
Trotskyist International
Liaison Committee.

The other factor wiich
can help guarantee the
woecess of our return to 12
pages is the fight to sell the

We are determined to
hold the price down to 20p
and with our change to a
new printer and a slightly
larger page size, you’'ll be
getting more for your

“money. So we hope this will

make it easier for our readers
and csupporters to sell

-~ Socialist Press

With hostility to the
Tories growing all the time
and a major debate about to
begin within the Labour
Party on the policies the
next Labour government
should mplement there will
be every opportunity in the
coming weeks and months to
sell Socialist Press at work.,
at trade union _meetings,
Labour Party branches, to
the unemployed and on
demonstrations, |

Extra copies

We appeal to our readers
and supporters o take the
opportunmes presented and
help us increase the circula-
tion and influence  of
Sociglist Press within the
labour movement.,”’ ‘T

Take a few extra copies
each week to sell. Contact

- He._aly { j’o}regmtmd ) with Corin and Vanessa Redgrave

- The new arrangements
make possible a return to
our old 12-page format --and
an increase in coverage. This
will enable us to play our
part in exposing the WRP’s
attempts to suppress rival
left wing papers and gag its
critics. ~
Certainly the recent
actions of the WRP appear
most sinister. In taking Sean
Matgamna to court the WRP
can hope to gain nothing:
but it is certain that such a
legal confrontation would

offer the mass media a new

- -

IAL FUND
elp us

local Socialist Press
seller or write to us at the
address below if you would
like to receive a few extra
copies.

Meanwhile, we urgently
need to raise the first £750
of our Special Fund. So far
we have £457.00 leaving us
£293.00 to raise within the
next few days.

Why not send us a dona-

chance to discredit left wing
politics in general and
Trotskyisitrtn particular.
Sean Matgamna has quite
rightly said that he has no

wish to go into the courts on
~ the issue; but if dragged into

court by the WRP he will
have no choice but to defend
his article.

The only victors from
such a case would be the
enemies of the working class.

As an alternative,

Matgamna has proposed to

the WRP that a labour move-
ment inquiry investigate the

tion today —however large or
small, The Special Fund runs
until July 18 —the beginning
of the WSL Summer School
—s0 you can send us a dona-
tion each month if you like!

Donations should be sent
to:

Socialist Press Special Fund |

BM Box 5277
London WCIN 3XX

" If you have a bank account why not consider filling

in the Standing Order form printed below.

Standing Order

To (your bank) . e e, e e e

Branch . .. .. ... e e e e .

Please pay on
To Cooperative

08-90-73 the sumot £ . .. ..
for credit to the account of the Workers Socialist League

...............

.....................

Coe (m wOords . . . ... .. )

Account number 5023090153 and make similar payments

(state frequency) . . . .. . .
on the (date), . . .. ... .. )
cancelled in writing.
laccqunt. Cee e e e
ySignature., oo Lo
Date . . . . . o Lo

charging such payments to my/our

..................

until this order IS

numbered . . .. ..o o

...................

~January Lambeth
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gag lubour
Socialist Press Editorial
Board statement

charges he has raised and the
WRP’s claims to the con-
trary. We have no doubt that
Healy will reject such a
proposal.

~ Why 1s it that the WRP,
which refuses to take legal

action against the Daily
Telegraph for its witch-
hunting articles, insists on
taking labour movement

opponents into the bosses’
courts?

The answer lies in the
complete departure by the

WRP from any vestiges of

principle.
~ Sabotage

Its activities particularly
since the beginning of 1981
bear all the hallmarks not of
political campaign work but
of systematic  sabotage
against the revolutionary left
in Britain.

After years in which the
WRP had followed a deeply
sectarian path far from the
mainstream labour move-
ment the Healy leadership
decided to take part in the
two Lambeth cuts confer-
ences.

But they- did so on the
basis of a major political
lurch to the right, involv-
ing support for swingeing
rate ~ and rent increases,
support for the sale of
council houses, support for
popular-frontist ‘‘commun-
ity councils’’, and opposing
confrontation with the Tory
government.

On these issues the WRP
was correctly and soundly
defeated, particularly at the
confer-
ence. 5

Since then we have seen
Healy’s savage retaliation.

In Lambeth the WRP has”
scandalously attempted to

equate the SWP with the

National Front because they
~took _ the

~correct  stand
during the ‘week of action’
of opposing rate increases.

Suspended -

Since then WRP members
and supporters on' Lambeth
Trades Council have fought
to remove Vanessa Wiseman
from her position as Trades
Council President-—-arguing
that since her victimisation
by the NUT leadership
means that she is suspended
from union membership, she
is not entitled to be a dele-
gate! This outrageous WRP

position has  even Dbeen

opposed by local members
of the Communist Party.

preers e

“and

leadership

Trotskyist International Liaison Committee

2nd International
Summer School
19-26 July 1981

Sessions on: Crisis of Imperialism;
- world economic crisis; Stalinist
crisis: Central America; and

Reconstruct the Fourth ltntemational

For more details write to: WSL,-BM-Box
5277, London WCIN 3XX

In Leicester, WRP dele- *-

have formed a bloc with
Tories and the ri

~ gates to the Trades Council -

ight wing to -

push through the abolition -
of the sub-committees which -

had led local struggles

against the cuts, to defeat a

resolution censuring the

Trades Council officers for |

seeking to obtain a state ban
on a New National Front
demonstration, and to secure

the election of a WRP sup-

porter as Trades Council

~Secretary.

And outside the BL car
factories in Cowley the WRP

recently distributed a lavish
two-colour leaflet with no.

other purpose than to
brand Alan Thornett as a
“scab” and a  police agent

—to the delight ot manage-
ment and the right wing.

-~ The WRP are inordinate-
ly fond of branding their
opponents as “provocateurs”
“agents’. Their most
grandiose campaign along

these lines has been aimed at

the entire leadership of the
American SWP:

“logic’> the net has been
widened to include Tarig Ali
of the IMG and Socialist
Press editor John Lister.

Censorship

We ask the workers’
movement and the revolu-

- tionary left to make their

assessment: which party is

now clearly bent on dis- -

and by .
tortuous lines of specious :

rupting, discrediting, censor- -

ing and bankrupting their -

political opponents? What

party is now playing exactly
the kind of scabbing, sabo-
taging role that any

provocateur would be proud.. _.

of? -

The Newsline is just com-"
pietmg yet another appeal ;

s - 4
- 'ﬁ&

< g
75
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fund, in which no doubt

unsuspectmg

mlhtants |

attracted by WRP propa-

ganda gave hard-earned cash
to “build the party™.

‘Did they know that such-'--__ﬁ.'--
‘funds are being used along- - .

side Redgrave’s wealth to .

muzzle and
labour movement press?

It is high time they were =
told. We pledge ourselves to :.
other
Trotskyists to expose the

fight  alongside
real politics of the WRP to
its rnembers and supporters
and to defeat Healy’s
attempts to sabotage the
building of a revolutionary
in the
labour movement.
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It might be supposed

 that when a political party

which was vehement about
its opposition to govern-
ment policies found itself in
a majority in the parliament

it would vote to bring down

the government it professed

to hate.

Not, however, when the
opposmon party ‘concerned is

~ the Italian Communist Party!

-That was exactly the situa-

~ tion in a recent parliamentary

session when the coalition
government forces Were
depleted through the decreasing
level of committment of
coalition MPs.

The Italian CP, however, see-

ing that it was in a majority on

an important issue proposed the
adjournment of the session until

‘the next day'

Goodwill

This is one example, among
‘many, of the true content of the
Communist Party’s continued
position of “opposition” to the
centre-left government led by

" the Christian Democrats.

Despite the ‘‘opposition”,

- the Christian Democrats know

that they can only rule with a
certain amount of goodwill
from the Communist Party.

In fact the Christian Demo-

~crats are only too well aware

the CP’s

- “opposition”

that in the short term it is only
“opposition” which
saves them from an acute social
crisis on a nationwide scale. °

. Because the CP’s stance of
is ‘necessary: for
the CP to maintain at least a
modicum of control over its

- increasingly radicalised rank and

file and to offer it some perspec-

Steel

C Larry French, presi-
dent of the Natlonal Steel

and Shipbuilding Company,
‘and chairman of the board
“of the Shipbuilders Council
of. America is obviously a
blg name in the shlpbulld
‘ing industry.

Lately, he’s been getting in
the news for two reasons: one,
his company has been locked in
battle with the ranks of Iron-

‘workers Local 627 in San Diego,
‘which he has been trying to bust

through frame-ups and with the
cooperation of the union’s inter-
‘national that has recently put
‘the militant local under trustee-
ship.

tive to compete with the various
‘“autonomous’” movements
among workers, the unem-
ployed and students.

These movements tend to be
erratic and geographically dis-
persed —but in some areas, like
the city of Naples, they have
presented a real chalienge to the
state-authorities.

Naples today is the scene of
daily protest demonstrations
and occupations of public build-
ings by groups of unemployed
workers and homeless people.

The unemployment rate in
the city
national average of 9% and a
whole generation of the city’s
youth is failing to find any work
at all.

At the same time the chronic
housing crisis in Naples has
been made suddenly more acute
by the migration which has

followed last -winter’s earth-

quake

Upheaval -

“Three months after the
earthquake,” said local CP secre-
tary Antonio Bassolini, ‘“Naples
is in a vast and confused social
upheaval.”

In Naples itself, the CP has -
- already lost control of these, the

most militant and oppressed
sections of the masses.

‘This 1s because in Naples the
CP is itself (along with the

war drive

The second reason Larry

French is getting famous is that
Ite, as a major spokesperson in

his industry, is promoting enor-

mous spending incrreases by the

Navy to prepare for war.

The Reagan government has
quickly adopted the view that
the Navy will become a vital
tool of American imperialism .

The Navy has received an
increase of ' $9 billion in its

-budget from the new admin-

is over twice the

Socialists and Republicans) part
of the coalition of parties which
govern the municipality .

Naples’ social upheaval 1is
therefore beginning to show
what can happen in the whole
of Italy if the political control
over the masses is lost.

On a national scale, there-
fore, CP “opposition” serves the

interest both of the CP bureau- -
cracy and of the Itahan capital-

ist class.

“Opposition” is to all
appearances in direct contrast to
the CP’s earlier plan for a

istration to buy new ships and
aircraft, which is a 40% increase
over what the Carter administra-
tion had requested.

NASSCO president French
has been leading the shipbuild-
ing industry’s campaign to inject
new funds into the Navy which

will in turn sign contracts with
‘the shipbuilders.

“l think,” says French,
“what the Reagan administra-
tion ought to be backing is a
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‘We like this one . . . How far away are the school, train station, church grocery
tlore and nuclear missile site?’

government coalition between
itself and the Christian Demo-
crats—a government embodymg
the “historic compromlse
“Opposition”, however, is a
logical continuation of the same

policies of class collaboration

and policing of the labour move-

ment which wunder earlier
different | circumstances
expressed them selves as the

“historic compromise”™.

- The change, however shows
that the social and economic
crisis in Italy makes it increas-

ingly difficult to contain the

bosses profit from

 Reprinted from ‘Labor
News’,

paper of the

Socialist League (DC) of

the United States of
America.

phased programme of increasing
naval ship construction.” .

Small wonder that French
thinks this, since, as noted in
the February 1, 1981 Maritime
Reporter, NASSCQO has just
received $19.8 million in order
to refit tankers to comply with
Department of Navy codes for
ships in use in time of war and
national emergency.

Now things are moving
rather fast. By February 27 the

- Reagan regime announced that

among the new batch of
military “advisors” being sent to
assist the military government in
El Salvador will be an advisor
from the Navy.

US and El Salvador navy
vessels will be used to patrol

~the Gulf of Fonseca (the sea

route between Nicaragua and
El Salvador), which is the
passage way of the alleged arms
supply pipeline to the Salvador-
ean revolutionaries.

- The US Navy will also be
indispensible to  American
imperialism when the time

-comes for Reagan to dispatch
‘thousands of troops backed by

vital supply lines to what is
quickly becoming the Vletnam

of Central America.

The millions of workers and
students who will soon be
thrown into the national (and
international) movement to

“oppose this war will be looking

for ways to concretely stop th;s
brutal intervention agamst the -
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.speed-up
NASSCO shipyard.
*No NASSCO ships to El

Salvador, or to supply opera-

- California
. Cratic trusteeship. |
*Free the NASSCO Three' '

Italian CP demonstration
working class within the
confines of the traditional post-
war political structure.

And - after this tactic of
“opposition” is exhausted there
is no further logical step.

It remains, therefore, qulte
possible that the Italian CP will
need to revert at some stage to a
new version of the ‘‘historic
compromise” —though this time
it would have to demand more
concessions from the Christian
Democrats than in the earlier
version.

And there remains a size-

¥

Salvadorean masses.

The halting of military ship-
ments to El Salvador by the
ILWU should now be combined
with the growing campaign to
defend the right of NASSCO
shipyard workers in San Diego

to strike over safety isSues, and
to halt the attempts of Iron-

workers International - officials
to put the local under trustee-
ship.

For the workers at NASSCO,
the stepped-up war productlon
has meant the deaths of two
workers at the shipyard, the

jailing on trumped-up charges

of three NASSCO workers, and
a government and company
attempt to bust the union.

~The - anti-war  campaign
should also be brought into the

NASSCO shipyard. As part of

the campaign to defend Local
627, NASSCO workers should
address. the entire anti-war
movement and direct it against

the shipyard owners, the Navy

and the Reagan government.

NASSCO workers
prepare to join the nationally
coordinated demonstration
against the war and the draft
that has been called on May 9 in

San Francisco. At this demon-
stration and at the San Diego
shipyard the following slogans

should be raised:

*Strike against' the War

tionsin El Salvador.

*Build a Labour Party in
against antl-demo- .

' |
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should -

and killings .at the

able section of the Christian
Democratic leadership which
believes that in the end it will be
necessary to take the step of
bringing the CP directly into
the government.

Even the strongest oppon-
ents of this are now almost
openly admitting that there 1is
no future in the continuation
of the current crisis-torn con-
ditions—and still less on a min-
ority monocolour Christian
Democrat government.

“Non-political”

In thg absence of the immed-
iate possibility of military take-
over then other ‘“non-political”
solutions are being mooted.

The latest of these proposals
is for a government of techno-
crats—a so-called ‘“‘institutional
government” —to be led possibly
by the president of the Senate
Amintore Fanfani, the veteran
leader of the rlght wing of the

- Christian Democrats.

This is seen by many
politician's—by the small but
influential Republican Party for
instance—as a way of bringing
the CP into the government in
a more indirect way, by includ-
ing CP .echnocrats.

The currency of ideas of this
kind reflects the despair of
much of the bourgeoisie about
a solution to their
problems of rule in the present
parliament.

Refused

The ideas are also encour-

| 'aged by recent words of the

President of the Republic, the
Socialist Sandro Pertini in refus-
ing point blank to dissolve parli-
ament and call early elections:

- “We've had enough. I am no
longer willing to dissolve parlia-
ment. I have already warned:
this parliament must die by
natutal causes. Don’t expect me
to dissolve it afa.m I will go to
any possible lengths, even if

- they seem absurd, to send the

government back before parlia-

. ment. Parliament must assume

its responsibilities.”

But neither Pertini nor any-
one else can square the circle of
Italian parliamentary politics.

Meanwhile, as the problem
continues  unresolved, the
present government’s survival
still -depends on the CP-not
because the CP votes for it in
the way it used to, but because
it won’t on any important issue
vote against it unless it can be
certain in advance of losing the
vote!
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Islington left sees light at the

Important developments
have been recorded in the
long and complicated story
of the Islington North
Labour Party over recent
weeks.

‘The battle of over ten years
against a right wing group which
has been accused of almost
every form of sharp practice
from packing meetings to com-
pletely illegal expulsmns-—and.
much else besides. .

Occasional reference to these
cvents has been made in
Socialist Press over the years,
particularly during the period in
1978 when the right wing
majority on the GMC refused to
follow the National Executive
and to reinstate Keith Vaness.

Comrade Vaness, who spoke
on the issue at a Lonfercnu, of
the Campaign for Democracy in
the Labour - Movement, was
expelled by the right wing for

the ‘crime’ of criticising the
right  wing  MP,  Michael
“O’Halloran.,

Readers of Sociaglist Press
might perhaps be excused for
some confuston about what has
happened since that time.

“Dustbins

If they have seen L.ondon’s
New Standard they will have
emerged with the view that the

campaign consisted of searches

‘through the dustbins of right
WINgers, photogrdphmg thum

going lnto meetings, and sending
poison pen letters, threatening
the spastic child of Michael
O’Halloran.

Those who find these
fantasies difficult to believe will
have been able to see a more
sophisticated version of the
same story in a recent issue of
the New Statesman,

Here they could have read an

article by the editor Bruce Page

to ¢xplain that a small group of
ultra-right wingers had broken
away recently to set themselves
up as ‘Social Democrats’, This,
he tried to explain as part of the
‘orauss roots’ of the Wiliiams/
Jenkins/Owen ‘gang’.

In some ways the New
Statesman analysis is even more

fancitul than the routine witch-

hunts of the ordinary capitalist

press.
The account dppeared to be

unaware of the character of

these ‘grass roots’.

One of their leaders is Jim

vans, current Mayor of the
borough, who tried to lead a
walk-out from a recent GMC (at
wliich he had lost the vote) by
squaring up to a delegate who
moved next business.

Another ot the group is Pat
Shearan, former
NOW manager of the Gresham
ballroom on the Holloway Road
and described in the New States-
man as Lhunky and ‘approach-
able®,

Boycotted

tfe 1S now posing as the
detender of ‘traditional Labour
values’ in advertisements bought
in the local Islivigton Gazette, a
paper bemg. boycotted by trade
urdonists at -.the moment
| proprietors are
involved in the dispute at the
Camden Journal.

These  people  are
different from the claret-swigg-

ing  Euro-worshippers of the

newly formed Social Demo-
cratic Party.

- They have not got their base
In the merchant banks and the
FEC gravy trains. The tiny
group of.ultraright wingers in
Islington ‘is more into much
tinier gravy trains, the mayoral
chains of office and the fame’
of getting their grinning visages
into the local paper.

The events over recent

GMC.

bouncer and

- round -of

quite

months within the Islm ton
North Labour Party are of suuh
Byzantine complexity that it is
almost impossible to give a brief
summary.

However, the main develop-
ments have amounted to the
fact that the group opposed to
O’Halloran and his cronies, after
years of effort, recruited more
and more people into the Party
and into affiliated bodies hkc
the Cooperative Party.

Defeated

" One ward at least, now has
a membership of over 400,
greater than the entire constlt-
uency party ot South Islington.

As a result ot this, they have

finally  defeated tllt DTO-
O’Halloran group.
The tactic of the pro-

O’Halloran-ites was at first to

refuse to accept new members.

When this failed they tried
other means. When they had
control of membership books
they have then produced their
own very doubtful people as
membcre for example in the
women'’s section.

They have secured affilia-
tions as from some TGWU
pranches which have not been
clearly agreed by the branches
themselves.

When they still lose, as in
recent meetings of the GMC,
they have tried to prevent
meetings from taking decisions.

When it seemed certain that
they would lose, they have
boycotted meetings as happened
at the St. George’s ward AGM,
and at the recalled AGM of the

Then they have cried ‘foul’,
gone to the capitalist media
pleading ‘infiltration’, alleging
poison pen letters and any other
tanciful inventions that occur to
them.

recrutts in Islington

Owen:

In the summer of 1980

during the selection of the GLC.
candidate, the majority ot the

Executive attempted to impose
a short list of five—at least two
of whom soon afterwards joined
the Social Democrats, while the
rest - were all  extreme ris:ht
WINgers.

When this list was rejected in.

its entirety at a GMC meeting,
they tried to prevent any
turther selection by beginning a
challenges to their
opponents on the GMC.

-Since no decision could be
made locally the matter went to

the London Regional Council of

the Labour Party. There 1t was
acreed eventually to select Steve
Bundred as the prospective
GMC candidate.

Comrade Bundred, though
not on the original right wing

~short list, was aatually nomin-

ated by every ward and has the
strong support of the current
GMC majority.

He has since said in an inter-
view in Socialist Organiser that

‘unexpectedly

“support  of

- O’'Halorun

he sees the challenge to the

~ Tories as a major task for the
Labour

GLC and stated the
necessity to be prepared to defy
the law In order to do this. -

The weeks following the
selection of Steve Bundred in
the autumn of 1980 were
cicarly desperate for the old
guard supporters of O’Halloran.

When it came to the branch
AGMs in January, it gradually
became clear that they would
have great difficulty retaining
control.

In  Juncuon Ward  they
locked the doors as part of their
desperate effort to hold on.

[n St.
did not turn up.

In Hillmarton, which they
lost, they got
through a motion of no confid-

- ence in the GMC delegate$
. before they had even got to

attend any meetings!

Lost election

Meanwhile  they  rapidly
Increased their  trade  union
delegates.

The Constituency Secretary
Morgan Lear suddenly became
an acredited delegate from the
TGWU, though his membership
of this union was not previously
known.

He had long been known to
be in NALGO, as an architect
for the Islington Council.

Despite all their best cfforts,
however,

AGM of the GMC.

- They lost the election for
President by one or two votes
and community activist and left
winger Maureen Leigh was
elected.

At the initial meeting, once

it had been established that by

this vote they were in a minor-
ity, they prevented the meeting
from  taking any  further
decisions.

When the GMC was recon-
vened, with the agrecement of
the Labour Party national agent,
the O’Halloran group realised
they would not win. Their

“opponents were clected to all
“the positions since all but two
- or three O’Halloran-ites failed to
“turn up.

These developments are of
considerable signtficance for the
labour movement in Islington,
quite independent of the

" national political situation.

The old gang which has run
the council has suffered a

~considerable defeat.

~Thus council leader Gerry
Southgate has been voted off
the GMC.

Bill Bayliss, his lieutenant
and former leader, has failed in
his efforts to retain control in

the Cooperative Party, tempor-
arily closed down in the course

of the battle.

- Social Services chairperson
Audrey Bayliss has been faced
with mass demonstrattons and
strikes in her department not
just agatnst cuts but also against
the dictatorial methods of carry-

“ing them out.

The crisis has caused the old

‘group to break up.

The led by

extreme right,

- kEvans, Shearan and o.*ers, has -
‘defected altogether,
‘the Social Democratic Party as
a desperate and almost certainly

and used

unsuccessful attempt to retain
some political support.

Shamefaced

They  have gained  the
former  secretary
Morgan Lear, who is avent for
the Social Democrats in both

South and North lslmwlon tor |

the GLC elections,

Other parts of the
group have tn u
shamefaced way begun to turn
up to some election meetings

George’s Ward they

the O’Halloran group
did not get a majority in thc

“their

sympathetic to Faulds.

—
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and to address some of the
envelopes for Steve Bundred’s
GLC election campaign.

For most of the old guard
they have been concerned with
efforts to hold onto some of
positions  within  the
Council, which are now under
threat.

Until recently the Labour
Group was fairly evenly divided.
The defection of Evans and Co
means that the Southgate-
Bayliss group can no longer be
certain of dominance.

The anti-O’Halloran group
has been portrayed as extreme
left wingers and supporters of
Militant.

Beside the fact that there are

The rotten manoeuvres
of the Labour Party’s right

wing to maintain their
domination are once again
being = demonstrated in

Warley East CLP.

Many delegates to the GMC
in Warley East were amazed to
discover .when attending ward
and union branch meetings

recently that they were expec-
~ted to submit nominations for

prospective MP by March 21.

No GMC meeting had agreed
to start the procedure for resel-
ection of the MP, or dpproved a
timetable.

It seems that
supporters of Andrew laulds,
actor and MP, on the [-xccu-
tive Committee, were anxious to
ensure that the reselection took
place on the basis ot last year’s
GMC membership in case the
composition this vear was Jess

To this end .a completely
talse minute was written into
the minute book clatming that
the October GMO had asked tor

the DITOCUNS ot reselection to

TGW onsen
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Strikers protest at O ’Halloran’s political posmons in 1977

no supporters of Militant on the
GMC in North Islington, the
anti<O’Halloran group is not in
any way . politically homogjene-
ous.

- The real pOlIthdl fight will
now begin within the Party.
This  will no doubt take a
number of forms.

For one thing, the GMC will
need to continue its support for
the  candidature of Steve
Bundred in the Greater London
Council to the point of develop-
ing the struggle to bring down
the Tories.

It will be necessary to be
completely principled in the
forthcoming battles, despite a
virtually inevitable w1tch-hur1t

start. -
But this minute did not
appear on the circulated written

minutes which were seint out to

- GMC delegates and approved at

the next GMC meeting.

Efforts that were made to
stop this rotten
proved unsuccessful.

Clearly the right wihg con-,'
cluded that hostility to Fauld’s

politics within the local labour
movement have reached a stage
where only bureaucratic man-

~oeuvres could maintain his seat.

right wing .

In an area devastated by the
capitalist crisis with derelict
factories, the  highest infant
mortality in Britain and the
lowest percentage of puplls
reaching higher education, the
struggle for a representative
who will defend the interests ot
the people of Smethwick raises
centrally the question of leader-
ship :andé policy within the
WOTKCrs' movement.,

Though muany in thé, local

party are aware that Faulds has

nothine to otter, the stumbling
biock remained the lack ot any
clear  agreement on what

procedure -

when efforts made to

reselect a
mentary candidate to replace
O’Halloran.

- There i1s also an opp‘ortumty
now to fight not simply for the
deteat of the Southgate-Bayliss
group on Islington Council, but
for alternative policies..

This - must include close
identification  with = tenants’
organisations and trade union-
ists locally, the development of
socialist policies for the forth-
coming local council elections,
and the selection of candidates
prepared to fight to the end
against the rlght wing locally
and the Tories nationally.

: rigging
reselection fight

individuals or
needed to replace him.
Lack of time prevented any

serious campaign to win nomin-

ations  for the four potential |

alternative candidates.

As we go to press it seems
almost certain that the stam-
peded reselection procedure wil
result in a vote by the GMC to
endorse Faulds’ name on a
“short-list of one” for the
selection conference on April
11.

'WOMAN WORKER

March-April issue still
available

Price 20p including

p&p from WSL, BM

Box 5277, London
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Wide supportfo anti-nuke
onference: now turn towards

Over 700 delegates at the
CND conference on March
28—coming from a wide
variety of union branches,
‘trades councils and Labour
Parties—confirmed
spread of the anti-missiles
campaign within the
workers’ movement.

Speakers
reflected a broad spectrum
.of positions and ideas on
disarmament—ranging from the
appeal from an elderly teacher
for school yvouth to be taught
the ideals of peace and goodwill
(with no politics), to calls for
class struggle methods to over-
throw capitalism and smash the
NATQ alliance, with an outright
rejection of any prospect of
nuclear disarmament of the
Soviet Union.

It was positions between
these two extremes that attrac-
ted the most prolonged applause
from the delegates: but there
was precious little to enthuse
over from the platform
speakers. |

Opening the proceedings

Frank Allaun MP said that he

conveyed backing for the con-
ference from the Labour Party
NEC. They wished, he said, to
fight to implement the Party’s
unilateralist position adopted at
last October’s conference as
soon as Labour was back in
government,

But he stuck firmly to the
confused line of that resolu-
tion, which called for unilateral
disarmament while making no
call for Britain to get out of
NATO. And he went on to

By Donald McVicar

The rents and rates

-struggle in Renfrewshire in
the West of Scotland is daily

gaining momentum.
Already thousands of

tenants have signed pledges that
they wil refuse to  the
increased rents, rates and Iaun-
drette charges bemg levied by
the District Council.

In an area where tenants

“associations have long been

defunct, they have sprung to
life ag ain in a mood of defiant
rmhtancy

In the Glenburn estate in
Paisley a quickly-called tenants’
meeting received an excellent
response leading to the estab-
lishment of an organising com-
mittee which drew over 30 to its
first meeting. Mass campaigning
with leaflets stickers, etc., is
already underway.,

The campaigning leaflet
released by Glenburn Tenants
Association gives some indica-

tion of the mood in the area

when it refers to “the cringing
acquiescence of the Renfrew

District Council o the f2ce of
the Tory ooseuz=:7 232 zies
on:

“Take  heed, Renfrew

Dastrict Labour Councillors . . .
urespective of the outcome of
the immediate struggle. the
goundwork & pos Seamr bal
that will dhareer s w8 z2C T

the

from the floor

Todd

compound the confusion by
talk of reducing British arms
spending to the level of other
NATO countries!

TGWU National Organiser
‘Ron Todd spoke of the destab-
ilisation of world politics by
nuclear weapons and stressed
the nnportance of trade union
involvement in CND.

No clue

But though he talked of the
TGWU heading this fight, his
speech gave no. clue as to any
concrete action that the TGWU

leaders are prepared to take,

other than the
conference speeches.

NUPE delegate George Will
emphasised the impact of

occasional

Tory govemment forever.”

‘The bitter mood of tenants
toward the Labour-dominated
council was again expressed at a
mass meeting  in Linwood last
week

Already infuriated by the

closure at Talbot, the tenants
were in no frame of mind to
listen to the weak-kneed explan-
ations of the sole Labour
Councillor who turned up. |

Tom McNamara, Secretary

- of the Renfrewshire Federation

of Tenants, expressed the feel-
ings of the meeting in his denun-
ciation of the treacherous role

of the Labour Council who mis-

guidedly thought they -would
buy off the tenants’ revolt by
changing the initial 50% rent
increase to an increase of 35%
on the rents plus about 60% on
the rates. |

Speaking on the same plat-
form, George Grant, AUEW
convenor at Babcocks engineer-
ing works, exposed the extent
to which the tenants were being
milked by the moneylenders
who, through the interest
charges on loans. cream off over
% 0 T mioen oaal T omEms
and rates.

A further meeting has been
planned for Linwood and for
Glenburn. In the latter estate
the meeing this week will be
BouTTrisel T U0 WM Naomp
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Allaun

increased arms spending in
increasing the cuts in social
services. He pointed out that
this had begun under the last
Labour government—but, as
some later speakers pointed out,
he gave no clue as to what
NUPE, as a major public sector

union, was prepared to do about

it.

Bill Niven of AUEW/TASS
underlined the need to trans-
fer industrial production away
from armaments to socially use-
ful products. He challenged the
notion that arms production is
essential to maintain employ-
ment. |
- QOther speakers from the
floor talked of the futility of
expecting a right wing Labour
government like those of Wilson

Renfrew tenants

John Docherty.
Where does the movement
go from here? The next step

must surely be a massive demon-

stration through Paisley bringing

‘together the tenants with the

youth, the unemployed, Talbot
workers and all those facing the
onslaught of the Tory govern-

- ment,

- The Constituency Labour
Party must come out more
clearly on this issue. Going on

record as being opposed to the

increases is not sufficient,
The demand for greater

~accountability of Labour coun-

cillors to the Party can only be
meaningfully pursued by the
local Party campaigning openly

~alongside the Federation agamst

the increases.

Approaches

Fresh approaches must also
be made to NALGO urgmg
them to support the tenants’
action by refusing to process the
administrative business essential
to the implementation of the
ICTS2 Ses.

e - -

ide s«pu.ih&u -"’_..E.S
displayed energy and initiative
throughout the campaign, con-
stantly broadening its scope,
and is no doubt considering pro-
e~
2TOE,
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fight

-weakness in
adopted by some of the Feder-.

Reg Race

and Callaghan to do anything to
disarm Bl‘ltlsh imperialism or
withdraw from NATO.

Some pointed to the danger

of our towns being missile
targets and the nonsensical
rubbish being peddled by the
Tories on Civil Defence against
nuclear attack,

decott and black

They called for unions to
boycott and black such arrange-
ments and also to black work on
missile installations.

There were calls to buﬂd
anti-missile groups within  the
unions and factories and to. use
the strength of the labour move-
ment to oppose the war drive of
capitalism and imperialism.

One  political weakness
amongst the leadership does
need to be resolved. At the
Linwood meeting the Councillor

present was able, albeit in a very -

ham-fisted way, to take advan-

tage of the fact that some lead-

ing figures in the Federation
have publicly stated
willingness to. accept a rent
increase in line with the average

-wage increase over the past year
and a rates increase in line with
inflation. -'

On this basis the councillor
could argue that little separated

. this position from that now

taken by .the council. ~
His claim is undoubtedly

exaggerated, but the fact that it

can be used at all betrays a
the

ation spokespersons.
The position of the Federa-
tion as stated clearly in their

recent leaflets is that of *No
rent rises. No rate rises.” |

To move away from that
stance at this point in the cam-
paign would do nothing but
weaken and undermine the
struggle. A clear statement of
;e Federation’s firm position
on this 1ssue would strengthen
the movement politically and

draw fresh layers of tenants into
the struggle.

their

‘opposed  this,

‘position

A

N\

But when one
between - the war dirve and
unemployment by allowing a
worker from the Lee Jeans
occupation to use half her
allotted time to describe the
fight there, the chairperson,
Olive Gibbs, refused the request.

After prolonged jeers and
slow handclapping, Gibbs was

forced to relinquish the micro-

phone to the organising com-
‘mittee who called for a vote.

- Defeated

Gibbs’ position ‘was almost
unanimously defeated and she
then left the chair and walked
out of the conference.

The Lee Jeans speaker then

described the background to the

occupation, and declared
support for the Jobs not Bombs
campaign.

Dave Hallsworth from Tame-

- side Trades Council linked the
~ present war drive: of Thatcher:
and R
--involvement of Britain in Ire-
‘land, and condemned the TUC’s

€¢agan with the continued

role of bipartisanship in this.
The other major note of
dissent was the question of

- whether the resolutions should
- be  taken -at . the conference."

The organising committee
but the vast
majority of delegates voted that

. they be taken.

Our -
policies

Socialist Press pamphle; "

outlining programme o
action against the Tory
offensive.

Price 45p including
from WSL, BM
London WCIN 3XX.

. speaker .
‘attempted to point out the links
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labour movement action! -

Anti-missiles march

We then heard Reg Race MP
correctly identifying obstacles
to the campaign’s success—mem-
bership of NATO, secrecy of
governments, and the present
non-accountability of the
Parliamentary Labour Party and
Cabinet when Labour is in
government.

4 NI, T TR T S S NN

- The conference ended with
- resolutions being taken on such

orientations as opposition to
NATO and the Warsaw Pact, for
a European Nuclear Free Zone,

- and other confused positions.

But the best resolutions
pointed out the need to build
the campaign within the labour
movement and, also called for
the orgamsatlon of a massive
demonstration in London next
October

Rallying call

This was the rallying call
for delegates to take back to

~their branches and orgamsa-

tions. .
~ But

politics of the platform it is

to Judge from the

obvious that a sustmned fight .
must be mounted in opposition’

- to the bureaucracy in the unions

and - the right wing of the

Labour Party who will mouth
pacifist. sentiments but avoid
- any concrete orientation to
oppose the Reagan/Thatcher
war

drive.
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- Trotskyist

“The world political situ-
ation as a whole is chiefly
characterised by a historical
crisis of leadership of the
proletariat.” |

In the more than 40 vyears
since this opening hne of the
Transitional Pro-
gramme was written, events In
every country have confirmed

© this fundamental position over

and again.

Today it 1is El Salvador
which demands most urgently
a resolution of the crisis of
leadership.

- In El Salvador the masses
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are waging a heroic struggle
against Duarte’s savage imperial -
ist backed military dictatorship.
A great feeling of solidarity with
the Salvadaorean oppressed has
developed within the world
working class. |

Concern

. Growing class hatred for the
imperialist butchers is combined
with increasing concern amongst
workers over the future course
of the civil war.

Every class conscious worker

and every organisation that
bases itself on the interests of
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the world’s working class must
fight to turn these feelings into
action.

And the policies of the
of the struggle in
Salvador must be put under

revolutionary criticism, guided

by the urgent need to draw

lessons for the crucial struggles
that lie ahead.

In 1979 a mass uprising in
Nicaragua - smashed General
Somoza’s bloody dictatorship,
giving a powerful impulse to
struggles throughout Central
America, and dealing a heavy
blow to imperialist control.

In neighbouring El
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We publish below the text of a resolution on the
civil war in El Salvador adopted by the Trotskyist
International Liaison Committee at its meeting on
28/29 March in London.

a revolutionary upsurge spear-
headed by the working class
strength in

struggles against the land-
owners, the bosses and their US-
backed military dictator
Romero.

In the face of a rising
challenge to their power and
profits, the US imperialists,
together with their allies and
agents, tried to head off the

mass movement by kicking out

General

Romero in October
1979 and replacing him with a
new bourgeois-military govern-

ment which promised reforms—

The chronic economic and
political crisis of the ruling class
and the forward drive of mass
struggle opened up the possibil-
ity —and the necessity of a
revolutionary solution in the
interests of the masses.

The mass movement, with
militant workers in its front

ranks, was striving with all its

spontaneous fighting  strength
towards the seizure of power.

Yet the leaders of the mass
organisations and  guerrilla
armies acted to disorient the
struggle and deflect 1its thrust
from power..

The responses ranged from
the open treachery of the
Stalinist PCS (which entered the
new military government) to the
inability of the centrist and
petty  bourgeois nationalist
forces to map out any
consistent perspective for mass
revolutionary mobilisation
against - the wunstable govern-
ment. _\ | : .

‘The reactions of the Stalin-
ists and petty bourgeois leaders
to a revolutionary situation flow
from. their class collaborationist
politics.

Although masked by various
shades of rhetoric, their political
line 1ne practice always directs
towards the search for allies
among the “democratic”
sections of the bourgeoisie, and
towards limiting the struggle to
one for ‘“democratic reform’
of the existing, decayed capital-
ist system.

“Solution”

Yet in reality (as confirmed
most recently in Nicaragua and
in Zimbabwe) not even the most
elementary needs of the masses
can be secured while capitalist
property, in whatever reorganis-
ed form, dominates the
economy, and while production
remains geared to profit.

The class collaborationist
“‘solution” is not only incapabie
of abolishing poverty and suffer-
ing, but, by lulling and dis-
orientating the masses, it opens

-

the way for the strengthening of
capitalist reaction (Chile!).

Only the working class,
armed with a revolutionary pro-
gramme and party, is capable of
building a fighting alliance of
the masses and carrying through
the struggle to smash capitalist
power and reconstruct society

~ 1n the interests of the oppressed.

T OVEer

‘movement—but it

The treachery and confusion
of the leaderships (with the
exception of the-BPR centrists)
the October Junta in
Salvador deflected the mass
did not
demobilise 1it, since it had
already developed a powerful

scope and momentum.

Determination

The working masses surged
forward with renewed deter-
mination and  combativity,
toppling the government in
January 1980. But they were
unable spontaneously to break
the obstacle of misleadership

and establish their own govern-

ment.

The leaders of all the mass
organisations were forced under
pressure from their own suppor-
ters on the one hand and the
attacks of the bourgeoisie on
the other into an alliance (the

‘CRM) committed to overthrow

the new. bosses’ government—
but united around a minimum
democratic programme.

Class antagonisms  were
developing into civil war. Every
serious conflict raised the
question of power, and
demanded an answer.

Crushing poverty  -and
oppression were pushing a

militant and determined mass
movement towards a direct
challenge for power. The
Salvadorean masses stood at the
head of a mighty wave of
struggle 1in Central America.

Already weakened by
deepening economic crisis and
worldwide sharpening of
struggle, imperialism was driven
towards the final desperate
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-

struggle (factory occupations,
land seizures, mass mobilisa-
tions, armed self-defence) faced
in the direction of a revolution-
ary overthrow.

Strength

efend capitalist rule
br. A counter-revol-
ensive was decisive-
p under the direc-
US imperialists,
shing the challenge
e through bloody

ituation the only
for the working
e immediate and
aration for the
of struggles into
nreral strike to lead
n armed insurrec-
seizure of power.

A.bhold policy was needed to
take *¥orward this organised
strength and militant action--by

+ developing revolutionary
combat organisations (soviet-

~type councils, -workers’ and
peasants’ militia) and raising a
revolutionary programme of
democratic and transitional
demands to weld together the
workers in action, rally behind
them the urban and rural poor,
and draw in rank and file
soldiers.

Above all, a revolutionary
leadership had to be built. In
this decisive period when
spontaneous militancy could
take them no further forward,
the masses were politically
disarmed by their leaderships.

Forced to respond to the

,.; ction

ination and fight-
were there. And
ction was forced
ack whether the
forward or not.
youth and militants.
themselves built
of struggle, devel-
erground network,
0 arm themselves.
d methods of
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great tide of militancy, the CRM
called for a series of general
strike mobilisations but these
were general strikes that were
limited from the outset from
above to no more than protests,
shows of strength short of a real
struggle for power. |
Called without preparation
and with no serious perspective
of victory, these actions led to

- tremendous sacrifices and blows

which in turn brought a level of
exhaustion and drained the

revolutionary energy of the
working class.
The counter-revolution

became bolder, and began to
regain some of its lost ground,
strengthening its murderous
hold in the towns, the nerve
centres of control and power in
any state. |

The struggle had reached an
impasse. :

The core of the mass move-

ment, the urban working class,
had been forced back. The focus

of struggle shifted towards the

R
-9
.

p—

-----
.............

rural areas and rural guerrilla
warfare. The general strike
called in August 1980 failed to
find the massive response of
carlier strike calls.

Even during the
strike mobilisations, the CRM
leadership had turned further
away from the proletariat,
showing its class collaborationist
strategy by forming a popular
front alliance (the FDR) with
capitalist politicians, “‘progres-
sive” army officers and other
elements who argue a solution
different from that of the US
imperialists.

These elements lack a social
base, and are isolated even from
most of the Salvadorean capital-

~ist class, which has openly gone

over to the side of reaction.

The FDR operates as a
political force only with the
assistance of the Stalinist,
centrist and petty bourgeois
nationalist leaders who use them

~as ‘a key component of the
. politics of class collaboration.

For those sections of the
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Chair:
Speakers:

Michael Foot M.P.

Leader of the Labour Party
Dr Salvador Moncada

Representative of the Frente Democratico
Revolutionario (F.D.R.) of El Salvador.

Gen. Sec. A

Alan SagPTer

e

international " bourgeoisiec and
for the Social Democratic trai-
tors of the Second International
who either oppose Reagan’s

strategy or hesitate over its

chances of success, the bour-
geois liberals of the FDR are a
lever to strangle the revolution-
movement from within.

For the same reason the class
collaborationist line of the CRM
leaders is supported by the

-Stalinist bureaucracies in the

Soviet -Union and Cuba, as well
as the petty Dbourgeois
Sandinista regime in Nicaragua.

Brezhnev, in his drive to
defend the parasitic Kremlin
bureaucracy through ‘“‘peaceful
coexistence” with imperialism,
goes even further in trying to

hold back the struggle—he has

withheld arms and aid to the
guerrilla

FDR and to the
command, the FMLN.

The Castro bureaucracy,
facing the rather different
problems of preserving its own
“peaceful coexistence”” on the
American doorstep in the Carib-
bean, has put on a very differ-
ent display of rhetoric from that
of Brezhnev—with tub-thumping
declarations of solidarity with
the Salvadorean struggle.

But Castro, too, accepts the

concept of revolution by stages,

and therefore supports popular

-frontist blocs rather than the

extension of socialist revolution
throughout Central America.
Meanwhile the FDR/FMLN

*popular front leadership stands

as a political obstacle to the
Salvadorean masses. The
popular front acts to turn the
masses away from the urgent
need to build their independent
organisations and pursue their
own class interests.

The masses have already paid.

a terrible price for the mistakes
and crimes of those Stalinist,
centrist and petty bourgeois
leaders who provided no answer
when the crucial question of
power was posed.

The FDR/FMLN summoned
the masses to the “final offen-
in Januwary this year.

But the courageous efforts
of the guerrillas, workers and
peasants could not in'themselves
overcome the difficulties
already created by previous
policies. |

The dictatorship, bruised but
unbroken, recovered from the
offensive with the help of
massive injections of US econ-

omic and military aid.

The counterrevolution has
not succeeded in smashing the

--------------------------------------
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Ted Sullivan

Nat. Sec. T.& G. W. U.

Eric Heffer M.P.

N.E.C. Labour Party
Fenner Brockway

Assemble 12.30pm Speakers Corner

masses or breaking their resist-
ance. But this is true in spite of
the existing leadership, and
thanks only to the spontaneous
strength of the masses, which
has continually clashed with the
political barrier of the class
collaboration of their leaders.
But they now face terrible
hardship and danger in the

bioody civil war. And they face

a growing military intervention
by the US imperialists, detesr-
mined to shore up the Duarte
dictatorship. |

Every day the workers and
oppressed face the terror of the
‘bosses’ butchers. Every day they
are forced to look to their own

strength and initiative for self-

defence.

Their courage and determin-

ation, and their striving for an

independent road urgently need
to be taken forward behind the

independent banner of a
workerded anti-imperialist
united front. -
~ This demands a mighty

regroupment and cohesion of
the urban working class, to
build its independent organisa-

"~ tions hand in hand with the

workers of the countryside, and
to rally the masses and the
guerrilla fighters against any
alliance ‘with bourgeois
politicians and fof socialist

programme, | d@liesses the
needs. of . 4K layers of-Wghp,

oppressede ' * . ‘
The political struggle against
the class collaboratiozfist leader-

ship must be taker within
the joigt military. struggle

tional and political force can be
built ;
counter+evolution and move
prepared and united onto the
-offensive for power and for
socialist revolution. -
*Develop ~ the independent
underground committees of
struggle at workplaces and in
the communities. o
*Develop, link and unify
struggles through the building of
councils of workers, peasants,
guerrillas delegates: _fight to
draw in delegates from the rank
and file of the army.
*Build the armed struggle as
part of the self-defence and
mobilisation of the masses.

Build ‘workers and peasants
militias to defend against state
and paramilitary terror. For the
arming of the Salvadorean
masses.

*No alliances with capitalist

-----------------------------------------------

 defend against the

$
'S
N

| against‘-‘impermon. |
On_ this» ba¥is’ organisa-

‘pendent

agents. No secret diplomacy.
Down with class collaborators!
*For a workers and peasants
government based on the inde-
organisations  of
struggle. Down with the Duarte
dictatorship. -
*Expropriate the capitalists
and imperialists. Nationalise

‘banking, industry and the big

farms under workers control.
Cancel the foreign debt,
*Nationalise the land under
the control of farm workers and
poor peasants. For a programme

of cheap credit and other
material aid to the poor
peasants.

*For a massive programme

~of public works and services

under workers’ control, to meet
the needs of the people and
provide jobs. For a planned
socialist economy, demanding
aid and trading links with Cuba,
the USSR and other workers’
states. .

- *Full support to revolution-
ary struggles throughout Central
America, The defence of a
workers’ government in
Salvador rests on the defeat of
imperialism  throughout the
region. For a socialist united
states of Central America and
the Caribbean, ~
- *Solidarity with the PST and
other Trotskyist groupings in El
Salvador!

Workers of Nicaragua,

*Build "the struggle alongside
your Salvadorean class allies.
Fight for a workers’ and
peasants’ gdgvernment to expro-
priate capital in Nicaragua.
Reject the imperialist blackmail!
Workers of the World ~
- *The masses of El Salvador
must not be left to fight alone!

*Mobilise your strength, use
every. possible means to weaken
the imperialis# enemy and aid
the workers’ struggle.

*Organise blacking,. strikes
and all other necessary action to
halt arms and aid to the Junta!

*Mobilise to demand arms
and aid for the masses of El
Salvador!

- *Build the struggle against
the class enemy in your own
country! '

*Hands off El Salvador!

*Hands off Central America
and Cuba! .

*Victory to the Salvadorean
workers and peasants! |

*Build the workers revolu
tionary socialist party in El
Salvador!

*Reconstruct the Fourth
International, world party of
‘socialist revolution!

--------------------------------
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Apartheid Movement

Page 8

It is welcome news that,
despite the international
economic crisis, the inter-
national campaign to isolate

‘the white racists of South

Affrica is gaining ground.

* On April 21 the British Anti-
held a
mobilising conference, attended
by about 300 delegates, to plan
a one-year long campaign In
Britain for the implementation

of economic sanctions against

capitalist-apartheid “South
Africa. |

- This could become a very
important campaign in support
of international solidarity with
the oppressed majority in South
Africa. In Socialist Press too we
have continuously advocated
the implementation of measures

of economic blacking by the

" labour movement against South

Africa’s economic interests. -
But there will be a number
of problems to be overcome if
this campaign is to contribute to
the weakening of the Botha

regime and the South African

state. |
~ Some of these problems are
in no way the responsibility of

those who lead the Anti-
Apartheid Movement  and
operate within it.

- It was noticeable for

instance that at the mobilising
coriference there was a relative
absence of delegzates from union
branches representing manual
workers in those industries
which have close economic rela-
tions with South Africa.

The great majority of the

“union delegates were from the

white collar unions such as
NALGO, the civil service unions
and the bank and postal workers.
unions.

Key Industries

A successful campaign will
have to gain mass support
among factory workers in key
industries.

And, at the pressing of some
of the delegates, the conference
agreed a plan to send speakers
from AAM and from the trade
union congress of South Africa,
SACTU, to speak at factory gate
and union branch meetings in
the industries most concerned in
order to arouse more support
for sanctions.

There was also a noticeable
absence of the groups of the
revolutionary  left
represented very badly these
days at most mobilisations on

Southern Africa. To our know-

ledge the only groups represen-
‘ted on April 21 were Militant.
several of whose supporters
were delezates, the RCG and the
WSL. | '

Given the significant influ-

ence which it is possible for the
Anti-Apartheid Movement  to
have, and the urgency - of the
tasks which it sets out 10
perform, the absence of revolu-
tionary socialists from this arena
at the present time is a very
SeTIoUS CITor.

Internationalism

[t means that a campaign
which could be of great benefit
to the oppressed people of
South Atrica may go in the
wrony direction because ot the
relatively  unchallenged intlu-
ence within the antiapartheid
Jruggle of such torees as lead-
ing reformists from the | abour
Party and the Communist Party.

That  danger  was  Very
Dparent M many  parts ot the
jobate 4t the mobiising con-

who are

‘ would

RERET

--------------
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ference. A number of the dele-
gates—and most consistently
those who were members of the
Communist Party —put forward
a conception of the fight for

“economic pressure against apar-

theid which was deeply wrong
and which, if not successtuily

challenged, will make the cam-

paign at best impotent, at worst
a step away from proletarian
internationalism. -

In the first place the sanc-
tions were seen as one which
would be primarily carried out
by the governments of states
rather than primarily by the
direct blacking action of the
labour movement.

Sanctions

And that will mean sanctions

which it" is much casier- for
capitalists - and the South
African government to evade,
even though states might have
to play some role ina stccesstul
sanctions campailgn.

Only if the labour movement
hangs onto “control ot the
sanctions  can  they  possibly
become eftective. -

This point is linked closely
to the central role which many
delegates  saw the  United
Nations taking in the operation
of sanctions. Such intervention
remove  sanctions  one
stage further. from demodratic
control by the working class..

The Tecord. of *the “Lnited
Nitions tor action on South

Anti-Apartheid demonstration London 1978.

S MENResscEEe 0o e s s

Africa is of course appaliing—
because it is basically an organ-
isation dominated by imperial-
ism and Stalinism and which on
major issues does only what
those ,
agree that it should do.

Although the African

countries intend in the forth-

“in  the

coming meeting of the UN
General Assembly to take man-
datory sanctions against South
Africa under thc special clause
constitution  which
forbids the Security. Council to
block a resolution. this will not

make any significant difference.

* The fact is that already there

has for some years been a man-
datory UN ban on supplying

arms to South Africa.

But this as a recent film

made by Granada TV shows
clearlv and terrifyingly has not
stopped South Africa being in
the position to manufacture 4
nuclear shell plant, which give it
one of the most advanced and
daneerous military technologies
in the world.,

BUlwérk

in  reality  the  bourgeons
states which dominate the UN
are  highly unlikely to imple-
ment sanctions azainst capitadist
South Africa: as the recent
pronouncements ot the Reagan
regime have - < shown. « ~the
imperialist natlons sev theiy ok

- Ay supporting South Nries s

L

hbulwark deainst revolution” “

t 13 . « i . ’ . N K L

two - reactionary forces.
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R 3

e e -

..........

In spite of what many of the
AAM delegates would like to
think, a successful campaign of
sanctions cannot be carried out
within the confines of capitalist
law.. | |
The experience of the UCW

significantly not mentioned

even by its delegate who spoke—

in the TUC’s last week of action
against South Africa is the best
illustration of that. |

' Illegal

When UCW -members tried to
place an embargo on telephone
and telegraph communication

with South Africa, the courts

told them it was illegal.
"~ The UCW leadership, and
behind them the TUC, cravenly

" backed down ~meaning that in
concrete terms that week of

sction contributed absolutely
nothing 1o overthrowing: apar-
theid. If anything its weakness

brought comfort to the racists.

Many AAM delegates argucd

"in effect not only that effective

wnctions would not need to
challenge capitalist lecality but
4lso that they could guain the
support ot a signiticant section
of the capitalist class.

They -areued the need tor d
‘broad  based’ campaizn. un
areument whieh they used  to
justity  stotr placing the central
crivphasis on - independent
Setions ok Hic wopkdng cliass, and
bor Tinkme T tht giesnion’ Ol

baction qSarmst -:Smﬂh o Tecan

. a < - L * o . -~ 4 L & .
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racism with the struggle for

socialism or indeed with any
other progressive demands.
This refusal to centre the

campaign on independent work-
ing class action leads to what is

in some ways the worst and
most negative aspect of this
whole position—its nationalism.

Delegates, especially from
from the Communist Party,
argued, as they often have done
before, that if there was resis-
tance to sanctions from workers

~on the grounds_that they would

cause hardship, the'’AAM should

argue that sanctions would
materially benefit  British
workers. I -

In the first place they say, if

‘Britain does not impose trade

sanctions against South Africa
then other African countries

~will impose sanctions against

‘Britain and this will be even
more harimful to British jobs.

Disinvestment

" They also say that if British
firms are prevented from invest-

ing in South Africa then they
will bring their capital back

home and invest it in Britain
thus providing jobs for British
workers.

They talk as if the capital
belonged to Britain rather than
plan 4 .. andi-capitalist
Proyramme, cpyrt ol which
would be in-supportiot action
By workers: in.;S})g‘L_ll‘;ﬁ. Africa to

control and take over foreign
capital in their country.

Such a possibility was not
mentioned by any delegate to
the mobilising conference.

A campaign for international
solidarity which sets out armed
with arguments of nationalism
and narrow self-interest will not
achieve a strengthening of
proletarian internationalism, it -
will lead. in the direction of
reaction and disillusion.

Of course, the CP argues that
there is still not widespread
support for sanctions and there-
fore it is necessary to recognise

" that fact. Their self-interested

arguments not only make con-
cessions to nationalist senti-
ments in the working class but

they bolster and add to those

sentiments. 3
Material Hardship

Of course, as some delegates
recognised on March 21 there is
a problem involved in arguing
for policies- which will bring
some material hardship on those
who implement them. The
answer is not to cheat and deny
that those hardships will occur
but to present other policies to
deal with them.

This = means
campaign for effective sanctions
against apartheid must be linked
with the struggle for workers’
control - throughout -mdustry,
the fight for jobs and wages and
conditions. «

A successful campaign of

‘sanctions must be backed by the

correct demands on those ques-

‘tions; it will not make those

struggles more difficult, because

it will weaken the capitalist class

as a whole at one of the pivots
of its .worldwide strength —in
South Africa. -

For this reason it will aiso be

~ essential to centre the campaign

for action against apartheid on
building concrete supporting
action in relation to the numes-
ous struggles in which South
African workers will certainly
be involved during the proposed

"~ AAM vyear of action.

The fight of South African

‘workers for decent wages and

better conditions and for the
most elementary democratic
rights is every day creating new
needs for international
solidarity actions in support of
specific struggles. |

Opportunities

Too many delegates at the
'AAM conference were unwilling
to admit that and to act upon it.’

It is important for revolu-

‘tionaries in the workers’ move-

ment to seize decisively the
opportunity created by the
AAM’s plans for a sanctions

campaign and to make ' sure

ihat no opportunity is lost to
make that campaign a practical
demonstration of proletarian

~ international solidarity which

strikes a major blow at apar-
theid.

The dates so far proposed
in the campaign are: .

April 25:- National Day of
Consumer Boycott of South
African - products and signing
of sanctions petition.

june - Month of -Action on
Shell and BP. '

October 15 Day of Action

~ on Barclays.

October 24-31 Trade Union
Wecek of Action.

The detailed content of this
campaign and whether it will be
a step torward or backwards will
be settled by the actions ot
socialists. in the, unions and the
AAM over the next tew months.

A S

that the
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A LABOUR INQUIRY - NO

| A writ has been issued by Vanessa Redgrave, a Central Committee
member of Gerry Healy’s Workers Revolutionary Party, against Mommg

thho Printers Ltd and Sean Matgamna.
“The writ alleges libel in respect of an article on the WRP by Sean

Matgamna entltled ‘Gaddafi’s Foreign Legion to Knight’s Rescue’, published
in issue 33 of Socialist Organiser.

The writ is being contested by Sean Matgamna, who has addltlonally
appealed both to the WRP and to the wider labour movement to prevent the

case being taken to court. He has correctly prOposed that Redgrave take any
complaints she may wish to raise not to the bosses’ courts but to a labour

movement mqmry

Socialist Press is, as an act of fraternal solidarity, reprinting the statement
on the.issue from the Socialist Organiser Editorial Board.

We condemn this utterly unprincipled use of the courts by the WRP
against the labour movement press. And we endorse the appeal for funds to

the S.0. Labour Movement Press Defence Fund.

‘When Julian Lewis and
Paul McCormack tried to
use the law courts as a
weapon -in their fight to
control Newham North East
Labour Party, they were
condemned throughout the

labour movement. The act

branded them as aliens
within our movement, Ulti-
mately it did them more
harm than good.

The WRP’s attempt to use
the courts against Socialist
Organiser is an attack on free
speech, on free comment and on
free debate in the labour move-

! ment,

It shows what little confid-
ence the WRP has in its ability
to make a political response to
our comments on them (SO 33).

It shows the WRP to have as
much contempt for the
principle of keeping the bour-
geois state out of the affairs of
the labour movement as had the

mysteriously funded Lewis and

‘McCormack.

Why does the WRP choose
this course of action? Because
SO’s outspoken comments on
them threaten their central
project of the moment.

They are making a concen-
trated effort to rebuild support
for the WRP in Lambeth. |

In an effort to regain some
credibility they have entered the
service of the right wing and of
Ted Knight, who leads a big
section of the left in Lambeth.

Foredoomed

They swung what weight
they have behind Ted Knight’s
foredoomed policy of trying to
fend off the Tory cuts drive by
hiking up the rates and the
rents,

Now they support Knight’s
10% general cut—the proof
positive of the bankruptcy of
Knight’s anti-Tory policy.

Meanwhile, Newsline, snarl-
ing at the left, makes its charac-
teristic contribution by spitting
the slander that we are
“Thatcher’s people’. A News-
line editorial seriously equated
the Socialist Workers Party with
the NF because both oppose
rate rises in Lambeth,

And with the impudence
characteristic of them, the
ried an immediate
public attack on Cllir Bryn
Davies for daring to vote against
Knight’s policy! In this coin
they pay for their alliance with
Knight and his right wing allies.

Ted Knight and his comrades
have views on how to fight the
Tories which we emphatically

- disagree with.

We have discussed these
issues many times in SO. But
Knight and his politics is one
thing. People who brand the
left as the equivalent of the NF
for opposing Knight are clearly
something altogether different.

The WRP has set up one of
their so-called Youth Training
Centres in Lambeth (the other
is in Liverpool).

These offer night-school
style training and facilities to
youth on a very broad and
supposedly non-political basis,
for money from business-
men, etc., appeal for volunteer
instructors and so on, without
any reference- to pohtlcs other
than “anti-Toryism’.

for SO

-and will

Gaddafi

But the Youth Training
Centres are run by a political
party, a party which for the last
20 years has gained its only

(transitory) successes from
recruiting politically raw young
people to its ranks.

Its purpose for the Youth
Training Centres is as a. means of
drawing young people info a
network at the centre of which
is the WRP. |

Politically the WRP is today
an unknown force to most
labour movement activists, who
would naturally incline towards
toleration of it. The SO article
argued against toleration of the
WRP, especially as people fit to
offer “raining’ to vulnerable
young people.

The result was a writ against
the printer and against Sean
Matgamna (who usually writes
under the anglicised
version of his name, John
O’Mahony). -

Why not make a formal
tongue-in-cheek apoligy? For a
number of important reasons. In
the first place, SO values its own
reputation as a responsible and
serious non-sectarian socialist

paper.
Bludgeoned

We do not lightmindedly
attack or condemn socialists or
those who call themselves social-
ists (or anyone else!). SO can
defend Sean
Matgamna’s article on the
nature and character of the
WRP.

In the second place, it is an
important matter ‘of principle
for a working class newspaper
like SO not to allow itself to

‘be bludgeoned into silence by

Ms Redgrave’s money, which is
being used on behalf of the
WRP leadership, even though
her money gives her an enorm-
ous advantage in litigation.
Redgrave and ourselves are,
of course, equal before the
courts. But the libel laws are a
rich person’s option. No libelled
striker  or  victimised shqp
steward evef has, in reality,

an option, though it does exist
in law. |

It is part of the general
problem of formal equality
under capitalism encapsulated in
Anatole France’s apt descrip-
tion:

“The law in its majestic
equality forbids the rich as well
as the poor to steal bread, to
sieep under bridges and to beg
for food.”

Conflict

Free speech and free com-
ment are vitally important for
the labour movement. They are
irreplaceable where its own
affairs and the affairs of those
who claim to be a part of it are
concerned.

Thiraly, the original article
was a blow in a necessary and
unavoidable political conflict
with the WRP arising out of the
struggle in Lambeth. |

That conflict continues: the

political health of the labour
movement in Lambeth and
perhaps other areas will be
affected by whether or not the
point of view of SO can be
expressed and heard by the
labour movement.
- We are not prepared to aban-
don our viewpoint or be
silenced because the WRP is
richer than we are.

And while a tongue-m-cheek
apology  would provoke a
cynical wink from those in the
know, it would add consider-
ably to the problems of the
uninitiated —young people in the
Youth Trammg Centres, for
example—in getting to know
what’s what.

Wealth

They are the people who
most need the benefits of free
comment in the affair.

Fourthly, given that our real
opinion is that SO should in

honesty defend .the article in
' court,

to make an insincere
apology would be to allow our-

uuuuuuu

such + » ~unders ther compulsior of * Ms * ‘untommon  fot - Newsline - to -

- courts

Page 9

THE BOSSES’

Hebaly

Redgrave’s wealth.

We are not prepared to tell
lies to the labour movement or
to the youth. That is in general
a rock-basic rule. It is urgent to
preach it and to live by it

because for fifty  years
deliberate and systematic lying
and other falsifications of truth
have been a major part of the
labour movement.

Spreading outward from the
totalitarian Stalinist state via the
Stalinist parties, the politics of
lies and double-talk, of the
double standard or none, of
‘anything goes’ for my. organis-
ation or for my faction, the
politics of the numbed or dead
conscience and of the supple
spine —these have wreaked havoc
with the political consciousness
and the political morality of the
labour movement. They are not
the sort of politics SO exists to
promote.

| Bankruptcy |

Not for nothing did Leon
Trotsky preach and insist again
and again that one of the first
principles of revolutionary
politics was ‘to tell the truth to
the labour moevement and to the
masses’. |

We subscribe to Trotsky’s
principle. And we will fight for
it.
~ Fifthly, while the WRP uses
the courts and the threat of
bankruptcy to present SO with
the option of paying out a lot of
money or denying its opinions
by issuing a formal apology that
would be a lie, the WRP’s own

- press spews out libels against its

socialist opponents of such a
volume and at such speed as to
deserve at least a nomination
for the Stalin prize for
mendacity .

With utter lack of scruple it

“uses the libel laws to inhibit

its critics and relies on the
scruples of those it libels to
keep it out of court.

It has used the threat. of the
against working class
newspapers_before. Yet 1t is not

murder or

accuse its socialist opponents of
complicity in
murder!

To give one of many cases:

- A youth who supported the
US WRP (the Workers League)
was shot dead in October 1977.
For three years there were no
arrests—a common occurrence
in New York. Newsline com-
mented:

‘“While the police mvestlga-
tion has never begun . . . the
International Committee of the
Fourth  International  [the
WRP’s international self-projec-
tion] have exposed [they mean
repeatedly made groundless
allegations about] the FBI
agents who control the leadin
positions in the revisionist SW
[not connected to the British

WP] as the rmgleaders of this
political murder . . 7 [emphasis
added]. “[The vicious Kkilling
did not stop a struggle to

unmask and drive out the agents-

of counter revolution in the
workers’ movement” (Newsline,
October 16, 1980).

Three or four days later a
suspect was arrested and News-
line rushed its editor, Alex
Mitchell to New York. His
report carried the ritual attack
on the SWP (USA)-but not
quite as strong as before. Now
the charge against them was
that: “The agentded revisionist
SWP refused to support the
campaign and fought against it
wherever possible (Newsline,
20 October 1980).

Truth

The ‘campaign’ which the
SWP (USA) would not join was
the campaign of the US WRP to
get the police to arrest the
killers, whose ‘ringleaders’, they
insisted were the SWP’s leaders!

This is typical Newsline fare.

Reading the WRP’s press
reminds SO how important

" Trotsky’s principle about the
necessary link between revalu-.
tionary politics and the fight fof

the truth is. It does not suggest
to us that we should apologzse
to the WRP.,

GOURTS !

For all these reasons we have
decided to fight the case. SO
would not choose to spend time
and effort on this. There are
many far more important
things. But we do not consider
the only alternative to be an
option for us.

We ask trade union branches
and Labour Parties to condemn
Vanessa Redgrave’s and the
WRP’s use of the courts against
the labour movement press.

Tribunal

For socmhsts the only
proper tribunal for accusations
against ‘a labour movement
newspaper or tendency is a
labour movement inquiry. ,

Merely by taking out the
writs, the WRP has already
drawn us into a costly process §
that now strains our usually
stretched resources. So we are
starting a fund to pay for our
defence.

We ask our supporters to
send us a supporting donation.
And we ask the SO groups to
discuss what they can do to .

raise money to cover the cost of
the case.

Appeol
for funds

LABOUR MOVEMENI'

PRESS DEFENCE = *
FUND | o
Send donations to Jon-
athan Hammond [Hon.
Treasurer],c/o214 -
Sickert Court, London

N1 2SY. Cheques pay-
able to ‘Labour Move-

ment Press Defence
"Fund’.
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: the British Printing Corpora- ference on censorship of the
.The thpusands of JObS tion) for sacking NUJ members Irish war, delegates (I:)alled for
. | , being lost in the newspaper, at Pergamon Press. ] the lifting of Radio Telefis
\ U printing and publishing . tThet le'JJ exec&?ive fwas llz,ireann’s , censorship of
| | o instructed . in a motion from rovisional Sinn Fein and others
o | industry were clearly linked 5 0\ 5 0ok (o campaign in the  under section 31 of the Broad-
at last }Veek S an.nual confer- TUC for non-<ooperation and casting Acts.

. | ence in Norwich of the  action against the government. A motion calling for an NEC

w a e ' r e e Z e National Union of Journal- . The Oxlord, Branl o oo o e o e
‘ . . - - . . “ or ¢ campaign to be bu sorship in the north and for the

| , , | Ists to the growing . gap around a call for the general prepafatlon of a code of

| | ‘ | between :iferbql Opp?iSltl?l" strike necessary to avoid further conduct for those reporting on

600 workers employed increased  though a  large control the action, and in fact to fredun ancics ant ¢ ff:‘ deferaﬁz f(féé}ée zvfékl‘{;gfi?f’ S:s,aid }:\lﬁgcafrea v;/.as remitted to the

: . fi - majority of the workforce are in refused to allow a full time performance in prac lce 0 - oracuon. =
at an engineering Iirm 1 . TR o, this would upset the General So. on a technicality, was a
such a poor financial position official to address the mass all leading print unions.’ Sy : 95 nicality,

Hull have come out on h h laimine fami ; Council and a Communist Party motion demanding the same
. . . that they were claiming amily meeting. ‘Delegates passed a resolution member asked sarcastically wh edi for Provisional
indefinite strike. income supplement, rent rebate, The strikers have also been that called for public statements the proposer had for ot‘{en tg ISninnlaF é:i(l)lv%;agee 01t* ﬂ(rovglc}))%

~This action came after and free milk. . drawing support from local . of support from other print call for “4all powerg to the Sands. in his Cga rascﬁ e;s 'and{.
management at the firm had put The management, seeing the trade unionists and have been unions and for a print union Soviets” date in the FgmagaOh/South
up notices informing the work- past cooperation of the workers given full backing by the Hull picketing pact. Despite these attacks the Tyrone by-election B SO e
force that they would receive no S @ sign of weakness have been dockers and the Hull TUC who Oxford motion secured some 50 Loyalist election opponent
annual wage increase, and 10% encouraged to take this action have also offered to provide the Amaleamation ~ out of 250-300 possible votes.. Harry West
redundancies thIOllghOllt the to further eXplOIt the use of the TUC rooms n Hull. g The union’s TUC delegatfon | R8preseiltati0ns 10 the
offices and works, with the  Workforce. They have also had some | - was censured, again on a move Republic’s Minister of Posts and
continuation of the four day contact with other plants in the - These steps must be the from Oxford, for failing to Telegraphs were made immed-
week. . . Robot welders Acro group with the view of basis of the discussions agreed move referenceq back at the iately.

The firm, Priestmans, which ' | getting a guarantee that they for amalgamation with the 1980 TUC of the section of the - In an important debate, the
makes cranes and diggers, 1S part will black any work usually NGA. annual report covering disaffili- move to exclude the Irish
of the giant Acro group who Perhaps more important is done by Priestmans. With current disputes in ation of Tameside Trades Republic from the union’s abor-
also have plants in the Manches- the fact that the management which this issue. is crucial to. - Council, and for failing to carry tion policy was defeated, the -
ter, Stockport and Sunderland are keen to introduce new _ . victory at Pergamon, Camden out policy on Poland. Delgates courageous Irish Women’s nght -
areas. machinery into the plant such as At a special EC meeting of Journal, and Eastern Counties instructed the NEC to give to Choose Campaign (3,

The notlces were put up on robot welders, which would - the Hull TUC which was Newspapers, conference com- assistance to Solidarity. , Belvedere Place, Dubhn)
Friday 27 March and provoked greatly reduce the workforce, addressed by a member of the mitted the NUJ to support backed, and the NEC failure to
an immediate walk-out by all and would be met with massive strike committee it was agreed action against unemployment— . nnplement union  abortion
the shopfloor workers, followed resistance. that the Priestmans banner compulsory, _ ‘“‘voluntary™ or Disarmament policy in the North of Ireland
by a mass meeting on the To carry out such measures would lead a demonstration natural wastage. deplored
following Monday of the mem- the management would have to against unemployment held on Such industrial action is to | | The permanence of the
bership of all six wunions  inflict a major defeat on the Saturday April 4 and that there  include the spreading of action Delegates overturned efforts  ypion’s Equality Working Party
involved. trade union movement within would be a joint collection  to all operations of a company to prevent discussion of nuclear ¢ secured, but a proposal for

- This meeting voted unani- the plant, and this could be one shared between the Priestmans and occupations to ensure con- weapons, and opposed the an annual women’s conference
: mously for indefinite strike of the reasons for this present strikers and the Hull unem- tinuous production. Trldentf programme and .the ‘to_follow that held in 1980 was
action until all redundancy attack. | ployed union. A reception given by ECN siting of Cruise missiles in the thrown out.
| notices'are withdrawn and nego- ‘The strikers have put a 24 The following week will be  was called off after delegates Bt{mSh.ISles' It voted in favour The liveliest fringe meetmg
tiations begin on a realistic wage  hour picket on the gates but the crucial as attitudes harden, and  voted to boycott it. | of unilateral nuclear disarma- w34 addressed by speakers on
increase. office staff who are in the main the danger to the sohdarlty of | ment. | racist media coverage of the
'5 ‘Last year the firm made 65 non-trade umonists have the strikers will come from the Bullv bo ) Ireland again featured prom- Deptford fire and on the oppres
E workers redundant and put the scabbed by crossing the plcket trade union bureaucracy who in y yA ' inently in the debate. Following sion of black journalists in
. workforce on a four-day week. lines to go into work.. - past disputes at the plant have . | February s NUJ -orgamsed con- . .-South Afnca -

The workers reluctantly = Up to now the strike hasyet divided the workforce and And the conference i
agreed to the short time woik- to be made official and though brought about defeats. condemned millionaire Labour
ing with the view of averting the strike committee see this as ThlS must be resisted at all Party and ASTMS member N urse rles How &
more - redundancies; but since one of their priorities they have costs, by the strike committee Robert Maxwell, (hailed by the
then productlon has actually stressed that they intend to contmumo to control the strike. Financial Times as the ‘“bully

- ‘boy of the unions” after he had
stepped in to sack thousands at Why to Flght
Officials block [ smesw
; Socialist Youth League MERSEYSIDE
i | | amphlet ’
] — : | bamp FACTORY CLOSURES “The aim is to force the
| trl . t V THEIR CRISIS—OUR | | et tons oo c state 0 run the services
= | SOLUTION Why campaigns we need. Many unions —
‘32-page pamphlet out- were lost & :UPE: NAlileU;;
lining the policies of the hew they can be C., cover av $8ctors
| 8 P Ll the social and educa-
" cleaners’ jobs [ (TETED
Price 30p including union officials must be
t and packin forced to act in support
al GMWU ff a] - cleaner beln made redundant - postandp 5 of policies already
| Local GMWU ~ollicials g be effec- | from SYL, BM Box accepted  against the .
| oured cold water on the The only action to be clfec ’ ‘e
poul : tive is all out strike action 5277, London WCIN cuts . ..
" mlht{mt feeling at a mass which must be supported by all | 3X X So states this vital
meeting of Hull school  the cleaners, and the leadership booklet 60p plus
cleaners held in the city hall mgstt btffl i 0{(6";3](3 to %We full back- Price 27p including 15p p&p from NCCC ,
on the 18 March. Ing 10 the strixe action. postage from WSL, c/o Surrey Docks Child
% : Tt;e memk;ers were lcztillzgg . - BM Box 5277, London Care Project, Dockland
: or strong action to figh € ~ .
i attacks on their jobs belnv made WCIV 6XX Settlement, Redriff Rd,
5 by the Tory-controlled Humber- ' ' London SET6.
1 side County Council. |
' Unlike the membership who , o
: would have been prepared to - =
come out on indefinite strike _
action, this was the furthest to S oc Ial t
; thing from the leadership’s |
minds. | A

Instecad the area organiser
told the meeting that at this
moment in time strike action Rates
was not the answer.

He was at pains to stress that
other  council workers in the '

Humberside area had pledged -
support for any action taken by Td‘! sub (UK).
the Hull cleaners—other than @& ~ — "~~~ 7777
strike action! . |
Six months. . . . . . ..
., This was done to isolate the Onevyesr ........
Hull - clezners and defuse the o
situation. Europe:
The leadership then went on ix months. . ......
- and pushed through a motion
. . calhn for the “‘withdrawal of 'Rest of world:

S goodwﬂl” which will be ineffec-
’ ~ tive as far as fighting the cuts in
the workforce is concemed
‘ | The cleaners have thenr
L branch meeting next Tuesday,
,_' April 7, where a motion will
: - be moved o ~step. up  this
“action” in the event of any'

Six months .......

- 'Write to: Socialist Press, BM
"Box $277. London WCIN _ i _ )
3XX S - _Strike now to stop Edwardes!
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The strike by nine
NUJ members at Perga-
mon Press, Oxford is
now five weeks old.

In the last week several
things have happened to take
the strike nearer to the

“national prominence which
it deserves.

Mr Robert Maxwell a
Labour Party and ASTMS
member, is now Chief Exec-
utive of the largest printing
and pubhshmg group In
Europe.

Yet while the Tory press
reports on the ‘miracles’ that
Maxwell is working with the
bankrupt British Printing
Corporation plants he has
just taken over, by which is

Lee
Jeans:
sitting

tight

As union officials and

-

convenors across the
country continue to
supervise =~ wholesale
closures and redundan-
cies, the determined

occupation of the Vanity
Fair plant in Greenock is
still going strong after 2
months,

The sit4in by 240 women
and 10 men has become the
principal- focus for the jobs |
fight in Scotland after mis-
leadership and confusion
allowed a mass meeting vote
against occupation to be

-carried at the nearby Talbot

plant at Linwood.

Wage earners

B Husbands of some of the |

VF occupiers are among
those made redundant at
Linwood. Indeed 75% of the
women now sitting in the
plant (average age around
20) are the sole wage earners
in their households, in an
area of near-total industrial
devastation.

Financial support is being
widely raised for the VF
occupation—-but more is
always needed. Donations
and messages of support

should be sent to the
treasurer, c/o TGWU, 4,
Bougham St., Greenock,
Scotland.

Glasgow

banned

THE PLAGUE .. state

bans on marches has now

spread to Scotland with a
draconian three month ban
on marches throughout the

’i Strathclyde area.

The ban was imposed to
prevent a march in solidarity
with Irish hunger striker
Bobby Sands and a Loyalist
counter-march,

And like every other such
ban it prohibits <l labour

. movement mobilisations in

the area.

meant the 3,000 or so
workers who have been or
are due to be put on the
dole, nothing of the reality

of  Maxwell’s  activities
surfaces in print.

For  the Pergcamon
strikers, the ‘miracle’-work-

ing Maxwell appears in a
different light.

Since they went on strike
over an agreement covering
conditions and wages five

- weeks ago they have been

sacked, libelled. and the
company is now interviewing
to fill their jobs.

But in their fight for rein-

statement and a serious res-
ponse to their claim, the
Chapel have won a lot of
support and some important

allies.

The most lmportdnt of
these i1s none other than
Michael I'oot. the leader of
the Labour Party.

On a visit to Oxford last

- Saturday to address a
regional Labour Party rally,
Foot stopped to talk to

strikers who were ledfletmu
outside the rally. -

This followed
approach by the
General Secretary to which
Mr Foot, himself an NUJ
member, has responded.

He will now be looking
into the dispute and seeing
what can be done. As he
went into the rally he wished

an

NUJ

Foot bhackin g for
Pergamon strikers

the strikers success.

Earlier in the week six of
the strikers were present at
the NUJ 1981 Annual Con-
ference to witness confer-
ence unanimously pass a
resolution supporting them
and condemning Maxwell for
his attitude to the strike.

The Chapel will now be
pressing ahead for the
national publicity and sup-
port which their case cries
out for.

Donations to the strike
fund and messages
support - should be sent to
the Pergamon NUJ Chapel,

¢/o 5, Union Street, Oxford.

Joe prefers Tories

“I must say some-
times it is better to talk
to Tory Mxmsters than to
Tony Benn

Gorml

So said miners’ leader Joe
Gormley last week.

He was praising the
“sense” now being seen by
the government on the ques-
tion of pit closures in the
wake of the strike wave
which Gormley himself so
strongly opposed.

Addressing the confer-
ence of the Electrical Power
Engineers’ Association,

Gormley declared that—as if
persuaded by his rhetoric
rather than the prospects of
an all-out miners’ strike, the
Tories:

“realised 1t was 1mport-
ant to listen to what we had
to say. 1 felt they were
listening. 1 felt it was just as
easy to talk to those Tory
Ministers as to some of my
own colleagues 1n the

Labour
previously.”

“Left wing?”

Does this speak volumes
on the “left wing’® Thatcher
government or on the
extreme right wing Wilson
and Callaghan governments
previously”?

Certainly with Gormley
so appreciative of the Tory
leaders’ appreciation of him,

government

1t 1s easy to see why he and

so many of his fellow TUC
bureaucrats remain SO
opposed to action to force
them out of office.

After all—if - these nice
Tory Ministers were brought
down, -perhaps Gormley
m:ght wind up actually talk-
ing to Tony Benn instead!

- FBU leaders plan
strikes to save
pay agreement

Fire - Brigade Union
leaders are to plan a
series of one day strikes
in the summer if local
authority employers
maintain their refusal to
reinstate the pay agree-
ment which settled the

Moffat Street nursery in
Glasgow S Gorbals
district in a last-ditch bid
to halt its closure by the
Labour council.

Plans include the axmg
of 150 nursery places at
Moffat St and Baltaté:*St °
The closures are blamed on
“falling rolls:

1977-78 strike.

8,000 firemen last week
joined a mass lobby in
protest at the attacks on
their pay agreement and
drastic cuts in the fire service
by many local authorities.

The pay agreement was
effectively broken in the

marches GOI’b&'S nursery
occupied

Parents this weekend
‘occupied the threatened

rolls” are themselves related
to the fact that 760 council
houses in nearby Crown St.
are left vacant and uninhab-
itable because of damp.

Meanwhile, working
women in Glasgow are
forced to shoulder the full
burden of oppression—home-

November 1980 pay settle-
‘in which employers

ment,
conceded not the full 18.8%
due but a two-stage deal,
with 13% in November and a
further 5.8% this month.
- Management made it
plain that they want future
pay reviews to take place in
April—-making it more than
likely that last year’s deal
would remain in force until
April 1982!

The compromise deal was
eventually accepted only on
the casting vote of the FBU

national chairperson on the
eve of the first of a series of

~ one-day strikes.

No strings

'Executive members insis-
ted that there were ‘no
strings attached™.

Yet now, only six
months after the settlement
they are forced to face up to
the fact that the pay agree-
ment —linking F1re Service
wages to the “upper quart-

lessness and a chronic lack of ,ﬁk" of mallc manual carn-
dd (‘drc ;”]d U]?r' Ings - IS no Ongu' in ()Qel‘d-
facﬂlt]eg : e a s .',’.’.'.p. - o abl .[l()ﬂ ﬂd can only be

the “falling

restored through industtial® {*the ‘Western' US".coalflelds,
and sacrifices an arrange-

actton, beginning in July.

of

Civil servants
must spread

Page 11

the struggle

With the campaign of
selective  strikes and
general disruption Dby
civil service workers now
into its fifth week, the
effects on government
revenue are becoming
more and more apparent.

Thatcher’s response has

been  to invoke - the cosy
understanding the - Tories
have with Fleet Street

editors to suppress inform-
ation and to create the
impression that everything in
the Treasury is rosy.

In addition to this, ‘D’
Notices have been used to

- prohibit mention of some of

the more security-sensitive
areas of disruption.

~ Last week saw the
passing of the civil service
pay review date—April 11—
and the day was marked by
rallies, demonstrations and
walk-outs by over 250,000
members of the civil service
trade unions.

This again showed the
unprecedented, militancy and

determination of the rank

and file that has existed
from the outset.
~ Each time the call is
made the response is strong
and the union leadership has
little room to manoevure to
engineer a sell-out. -
Nevertheless it is clear
that the bureaucracy will
need to make its move soon.
Among the nine civil
service unions it is only in
the CPSA and SCPS that
there has been any history of
the bureaucracy being over-

turned on key questions.

In such conditions any-

recommendation from the

union Jleaderships in the
Council of Civil Service

Unions will have great
weight amongst the member-
ship.

To counteract this, all
union activists must flght to

~ keep 15% as the only accept-

able deal, and to prepare the
rank and file to reject any
sell-outs involving the restor-
ation of the Pay Research
Unit in place of an annual
claim to be decided by a

- special pay conference.

A further potential areé

- confines

US miners

160000 US coal
miners, members of the
United Mine Workers of
America, are on indefin-
ite stnke for an
improvement in the

| terms of their 3-year pay
‘contract, |

Despite a recommenda-
tion from UMWA President
Sam Church and from the
union’s executive to vote for
acceptance, miners voted 2-1
in a ballot to throw out the
bosses’ offer.

The deal axes their cost-
ofdiving protection, offers
them 5% less than mlners in

‘alreadvy forced back
employers from a number of

. & b X &
« * M &

ment that levied a $1.90 per

ton royalty on non-union

- coal-money paid into the

union pension fund.

Many miners see this last_

concession "as opening the
door to future destruction of

“the wunion by artificially

cheapening non-union coal.

had
the

Hard negotiations

planned attacks on condi-
tions—including imposition
of a seven-day working week
and company-by-company

- 1astead of industry-wide pen-

sions.
But’. the. fact -What US
miners are prepared to face 2

AP i
" —

tor the “negotiations’™ which
has been touted in some
quarters is the imposition ot
no-strike clauses tfor man
civil servants. | |

This clearly reflects the
shock expressed by Thatcher
and the Tories at the abthin
of civil service workers to
disrupt the government's
financial heartland:

But what is even more
worrying for the bourgcoisic
is the way 1n which detence
establishments, spy stations
and NATQ bases have been
hit. -
- Ina period where the war
drive 1s gathering pace and
CNLD is on the upsurge it is
crucial to demonstrate the
power of organised workers
to disrupt the war machine
from within.

The lessons of the
present dispute therefore
reach much wider than the
of the wages
struggle.

It is with this in mind
that both Tory rulers and
union leaders hope to

restrict its scope and dura-
tion.
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PHOTO: SWP Militant

str’ke possibly longer and

certainly harder than the

111day stoppage in 1978

seems to some extent to be
based on questions much
deeper than their particular
objections to the new - con-
tract.

The miners are the first |

-big section of workers to be

in a position to wage war on
the Reagan administration,
whose attacks on US
workers include a demolition
job on health and safety
legislation, and a $130
million cut in the compensa-
tion scheme for miners
suffering from Black Lung.

A chance to hit back
seems to have been regarded
as too good to miss.

-




| Inquire into British

~ Allegations that Lord

Mountbatten  together

with press barons dis-

"cussed plans for a

possible coup in Britain
in 1968 have not been

in any way answered by

.poup to take over the mach-
inery of his government in
that year of stormy and

the various evasive Ievolutionary struggles
government  statements ﬂ“‘{gﬁ}s‘ggt E‘“"pe-' {ed
- it as never raise

in the last week. the matter for debate within

Labour MP Ted Lead-
bitter’s appeal for a full
official inquiry has met firm
opposition from the Tories.

But the Prime Minister of

the labour movement. Nor
have other ministers in his
government.

, » }Thseh Tories may well wish
o hush it up. But it is ti
the day, Sir Harold Wilson  the 'woxkegs’ movemngli
has now said that he regards mounted its own inquiry
the affair as a plan for a  into the whole affair.
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15,000

|

protest
racist
law

Over 15,000 people.

"

y——

joined the national R ,
demonstration against Arguments --cont,mﬁue head of the Polish delega-

leaders of - tion to the Czech congress

the Tory government’s | aMORNs O NEIC
T . . ’ . and” no -doubt deep in dis-
new 1 acialist Nationality Poland’s , mdep.end.e nt  .yssion with Brezhnev and
Bill last Sunday. trade union, Solidarity, top Stalinist brass in Prague -
The demonstration, | over the terms under  in the last two days. |
organised by the Campaign which last week’s OlszThsriilswht;}Z dt?Ubt l::h?lt
Against Racist L took : OWSK1 WO ¢ a icad-
e M aws, took | General Strike call was ing candidate for a Moscow

place at a time when even . :
official figures confirm that lifted. - o puppet  replacement of
... discrimination by employers But it is becoming  Polish leader Kania in any

increasingly clear that this _ moves to crack down on the
decision has served only to  Polish masses.

postpone a more direct reck- The danger remains very
oning between the militant real and immediate. The
Polish workers’ movement Polish woikers must be pre-

and the bureaucratic rulers ~ pared to defend themselves

‘ WX e e
-

against ethnic  minority
groups is getting worse.
A new survey shows that
unemployment among racial
minorities has risen by an

-/ " . . .
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astounding 82% in the last | in Warsaw and Moscow. and their  organisations
year—more than double the - against a ruthless Stalinist
national average increase. Brezh attack. |

. An estimated 1 in § black l'QZ ney | And the workers of

workers are now without a Eastern FEurope must be

job as against an overall aver-

age figure of 1 in 10.

For the Tories the
Nationality Bill offers an
opportunity to rekindle
racist fires and further
restrict the rights of ethnic
minorities

British citizens overseas.

Tory Home Secretary

in Britain and-

The threatening noises
against the Polish unions
being made by the Kremlin
leaders reached a peak at the
weekend with the sudden
decision of Brezhnev to go in
person to attend the Czech
party congress in Prague.

At the same time Warsaw
Pact manoeuvres in and
around Poland were stepped
up and prolonged for an
indefinite  period.  East
German reinforcements were
declated to have been
informed ~ “politically and
militarily”” about the “‘com-
bat tasks” they would be
called on to perform.

And Soviet troop move-

~action under
martial law and bloodshed

mobilised not simply to
defend the Polish workers
but to take action to build
their own Solidarity-type
unions and overthrow their
own parasitic Stalinist rulers.

M

Solidarity leaders have
now revealed that they

backed down from strike
threat f

by representatives of the
Polish bureaucracy.

“This time it looked as
if it wasn’t a bluff,’”’ declared
the new Solidarity spokes-
man, Janus’. Onyszkiewicz.

But this was not the

representatives, Stefan

material support in their

i:,i Whitelaw  successfully =~ ments on the Polish border  unanimous view of Solidar-

3 opposed a move last geff‘? interpreted by %hle ity :{eadirs. Gsvaqs‘x t;hipya}rd

Fs . . eagan regime as a possidke worker Anna W7 entynowicz

3 week for leglslatlon' t0  relude to a military inter- a leading ‘fivire in last

% restrict un?uthonsed vention. summer’s cit-ir strusgles, was

- telephone tapping. | Certainly the propagan- dismissed from he. post after

2 MPs voted 262 to 175 to da war has reached fever  urging the strike to go ahead

E delete an Opposition clause pitch, with the “official irrespective of the 11th hour

| in the British Telecommuni- ~ SOViet PpIos churning out  deal with the government.

cations Bill which would political attacks on Solidar- And press spokesman

| have introduced fines of up ity and the reformist KOR Kmol Modzelewski resigned

- to £5000 and 3 years ~ dissident movement, brand- . 1n protest both at the deal

u impriso’nment for phone iI}g them as “counter-revglu: and the way it had been

| - tapping or interception of  tionaries™ and “aI}thS_owet’ agreed.,

- mail. and implicitly castigating the 1 |

| Whitelaw replied _that Polish regime for tolerating . ) | |

i such restrictions on illegal  thelr existence. By Thursday April 9, sciously and systematically.

- activity could endanger the ' | the day our paper is kept out of the British press.

B lives of police and security Party cCONgress blished. Bobby S d And it has been ignored "

. informers—who presumably , pubiis ed, Bobby dands  py British trade union and &

| depend upon unauthorised But what par_tlcglarl){ will have been 40 days Labour leaders who tacitly

. phone taps for their survival. concerns the Kremlin is the on hunger strike in the or openly support the

'. { Also deleted was a call on fact "that, undeg huge mass H’ Block of Long Kesh ‘continuation of  British

€'« ' the Home * Secretary to- pressure, the Polish Stalinists - . g oSIL imperialist rule over the six

= report each year to Parlia-  have been forced to convene ‘ And 1’1’6 will be seeking to counties of Northern

. ment on the number of 2 Party Congress for July 20, ‘borrow™ the votes of the  [reland, and the battery of

i warrants issued for authoris- and to pledge that elections electors of Fermanagh and  gtate repression needed to I

- ed telephone tapping. for a new central committee Sougl Tyrone by standing as  yphold such domination. o :

' Whitelaw kindly pledged ‘will be conducted by secret an ,A“tl‘H, Block/Armagh Al . s | e

Q f however that he would only  ballot with an unrestricted Ia)gligsﬁ E‘(’)‘mg ci?::ﬁﬁ;e’ OngSlde Newry demonstration backs hunger striker

£ authorise tapping if it were IO} RO gl nst Lovalist candidate, | e sirggle by the st After 3 very slow st

NI nelc3ustsmi}r,1 the debate lan  sale overturn of Polish party hunger strikes by  three Irish people for the right _ This means waging a fight to the campaign (iﬂ Britain,

'+ %Y Mikardo had pointed out the ~ bureaucrats by a radicalised fellow republican prisoners— politically to determine their - within the British labour  at last a national demonstra-

2 tent to whirc):h mail is inter- membership alarms not only is for the restoration of own future Tuns along.sn.de movement .for resolutions, tion has been called In

X ﬁﬁp‘i’;d 1 London, claiming  Brezhnev but also the most political prison?r status to  the ks_trugglle of the Emtthh ill?rmotnstra}lons o all:gl . EI(::: %gndon for Sunday Apml

> ; , e Irish prisoners oI war. working class agains € ect acuon . - e

{ Eﬁitress?fs’ _h}:gz gxl:irrl r‘r‘l(z)ig gfl}ilsg?eadeé;?ﬁ?; .ts m e S:fndS’ hunger strike,  Thatcher government. - imperialist war effort an d We urge ;:eaderslto o

| i d ent One of their most vocal unlike the $3-day hunger ~We owe he ' Irish- force the immediate with- for maximum _delegations

_i | intercepted on a permanci | strike by 7 Long Kesh men prisonérs not only moral but ;lrawall l°f d British troops from Labour Parties and
rom Ireland. ,

basis, with many more on an
ad hoc basis.
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