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LET'S SEE

250 miles is a hell of
a long way to walk to
hear a load of hot air.

And that 1is precisely
what was on offer to the
footsore Peoples Marchers at
the culminating mass rally at
Trafalgar Square.

TUC and Labour leaders
vied with each other as to
how often they could refer
to heroic struggles of the
past—from the Peasants’
Revolt through Peterloo to
the Tolpuddle Martyrs and
of course Jarrow Marchers.

All were agreed that this
March would go down 1in
history: not much consola-
tion tor those unemployed
now.

All served up more of the
usual tedious nonsense about
“winning hearts and minds”
and forcing the Thatcher
government to  ‘“‘change
course’’,

Communist Party leader
Gordon MacLennan claimed
it was ‘“‘very important’ that
the March had been backed
by sections of the Church,
while a succession of
Baptists, Methodists and
Anglicans got up to deliver
irrelevant sermons on - the

need for ‘“‘the TUC, Industry
and Commerce and the polit-
ical parties all to get
together’’.

There were propaganda
calls for the Labour/TUC
so-called “Alternative Econ-
omic Strategy” for the
reform of capitalism,
repeated calls for withdrawal
from the Common Market:
and numerous demands for
no nuclear missiles and cuts
in defence spending.

The speeches were
summed up by George
Wright of the Welsh TUC.
“We must go on and on and
on’’, he insisted.

Fdrged in struggle

It was not the TUC or
Labour leaders, but repres-
entatives of workegs who
have actually fought in

~defence of jobs who made
.the only down-to-earth state-

ments on the way forward

from the March.

Tom McAfee, convenor
of Gardiners, where an occu-
pation secured a partial vic-
tory against redunuancies,
pointed out that for all the
talk of ‘“unity”, real unity is

only forged in struggle:

“We will not beat them
by speeches, but by action,”
he argued. |

‘“We must strike and
occupy. It 1s not easy to get
occupations. To do so, you
have to explain the politics,
and then you will get them
to occupy.”

The speaker from the
occupied Lee Jeans factory

in Greenock emphasised
that:

‘“We need the whole
trade union movement

behind us. Then we will be
as strong as any multi-
national or government.”

Th  painful fact is that
struggles in defence of jobs
like Gardiners and Lee Jeans
-and the occupations of St.
Benedicts and Longworth
Hospitals -have been deliber-
ately left isolated or, like the
Ansells brewery struggle,
sabotaged by union ofticials
determined to avoid a
frontal challenge to the
employers or the Tory
government.

Elsewhere —as in British
Leyland —union leaders have
formed a more or less open
alliance with management to

- After the speeches

ram through plant closures
and redundancies; while in
steel and other industries,
union leaders have hurried
to negotiate  “‘voluntary”™
redundancies.

Throughout the public
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media made a

blown up in South
Armagh.
Nobody had anything

against these soldiers person-
ally: they were just members
of an occupying army —and
were attacked as such by
members of the popular
resistance movement.

The British press was at
once full of crocodile tears
for the soldiers’ families at
home,
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But it is these same
apologists: for the PBritish
ruling class who insist that
the army must remain. in
Ireland—and who go out
recruiting confused and
unemployed youth into the
forces.

The five soldiers
shouldn’t have been in
Ireland. They shouldn’t have
been in Thatcher’s army.

They had nothing to gain
from the war—any more
than any other British
worker, Instead they should
have been in a union, fight-
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The
meal of the funerals of

the five British soldiers

ing for policies to defear the
Thatcher government,
Meanwhile, four hunger
strikers continue their
struggle in the Long Kesh
concentration - camp. They
are fighting in the interests
and with the support of the
most oppressed layers of
society in the six counties.
Their fight is our fight!
We have a common inter-
est in defeating Thatcher and
the armed repression of the
British state.
*Political status now!
*Troops out of Ireland!

Page 3

POLISH OFFICIALS
IPLAN TO KILL

SOLIDARITY centre paces

Ireland. .

150 000 was the com-

mon estimate of
Sunday’s turn-out —a
magnificent response to
the struggle  against
unemployment.

But despite all the
efforts of the TUC and
the Communist Party to
keep the  campaign
“broad”’, the class con-
tent of the movement
repeatedly bubbled to
the surface.

For while Tony Benn
was received with rap-
turous applause, Healey

- was loudly booed. And

Liberal Party chairman
Richard Holme was ren-
dered almost inaudible
by boos and catcalls.

Whether they march
with green banners or
red, the fact is that those
prepared to fight unem-
ployment are largely part
of the organised workers’
movement, and com-
mitted to the fight
against the Tories and
Tory policies.

¢

P

National Demonstration

Support the Irish
prisoners’ five
demands!
Stop the deaths!

Saturday 13 June, 1.30
Assemble Finsbury Park,
march to Hyde Park

Called by the H Block/
Armagh Committee
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The new French
government  assembled
by Socialist Party Presi-
dent Francois Mitterand

‘consists of 5 Ministers of

State, 25 Ministers and
12 Secretaries of State.

It has been designed to
give an impression of
stability and of having over-
come all the problems of the
previous period which afflic-
ted the SP and threatened its

unity.
It has tried to include the
prominent leaders and

representatives of each - of
the main currents of opinion
in the SP and to give a care-
fully balanced pattern of
representation to the
regions.

it also includes three
representatives of the MRG
(Mouvement  Radical de
Gauche), a bourgeois radical
group.

Support

It also includes Michel
Jobert, a former Minister in
the De Gaulle and Pompidou
cabinets, and founder of the
Mouvement des democrates
which he set up in 1974 In
an attempt to seize the
leadership of at least a major
section of the disorganised
Gaullist movement.

His presence in the
Mitterand/Mauroy team as
Minister of Overseas Com-
merce is the clearest indica-
tion yet of Mitterand’s inten-
tion to seek a growth in his
support among the bour-
geoisie, in particular from
the relics of the ‘left’ of the
Gaullist movement.

The new Prime Minister,
Pierre Mauroy, stands clearly
on the right of the SP. A
believer in ‘day to day social-

ism”, he is the very model of K

the gradual reformist.

He is on record as empha-

sising that:

“Qacialists ~will = not

change in one hundred days |

the ideology, the social rela-
tionships and the mental

attitudes produced by a hun-

dred years of capitalism™.
. In his view, therefore, the
socialist programme must
concern itself with = the
exploration of what 1s
possible, and change can
only come about after reject-
ing ‘the illusion of revolu-
tion’.

He corresponds to a very

important tradition in the

French socialist movement
as shown by his history.

Leader

He joined the Young Soc-
ialists of the SP’s forerunner
the SFIOQ . at the age of 16,

and rose to become 1ts

national secretary, a post he
held for 9 years from 1949
to 1958.

For several years he was
the leader of the union of
technical instructors, within
the independent teachers’
federation, FEN. |

He played an important
part in the 1971 reconstruc-
tion of the SP and helped
to -bring Mitterand into the
leadership.

In recent years he has
been much concerned with
regional affairs, both as
Mayor of Lille and as the
architect of the alliance of
the SP with the socialist

current in the Corsican inde-

pendence movement.

From 1974 he has been
a strong ally of Mitterand’s
main right wing rival within
the SP . Michel Rocard.

The representative of the
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‘left” in the cabinet is jean
Pierre Chevenement, who
takes up the portfolio of
research and technology.

He is the acknowledged
leader of the ‘left’ pressure
group = CERES (Centre
d’etudes, de recherches et
d’education socialistes)
which he founded in 1966,
two years after joining the
SFIO. |

Chevenement and
CERES strongly supported
Mitterand at the Epinay
Congress in 1971 against
Mollet and Savary. -

As National Secretary of

the SP during 1971 and
1972 he was one of the

principal negotiators of the
‘Union of the Left’ with

the Communist Party and

the Radicals, and the com-
mon programme.

Rightward shift

He adheres to the view
that the faitlure of the Union
and the defeat of March
1978 were due to the right-
ward shift on the part of the
SP resulting from a growth
in influence of ‘middle class’
white collar workers and not
to .the instability of the
Communist Party in the face
of its own Crisis. -

A- cynical’ commentator

7 /

- SFIO

™

Unwarranted

would ascribe this view to
Chevencement’s ex clusion
from the SP leadership after

1975, but his ‘left’ stance

does not extend to any
criticism of France’s nuclear
weaponry. .-

In fact within the SP he
is one of the main propon-
ents of support for an inde-
pendent nuclear force.

Reconciled

Michel Rocard, the. new
Minister of State with res-
ponsibility  for . national
planning, is the leader of the
most important right wing
current within the SP.

Beginning his political
career in -the SFIO he
became national secretary of

"the Association des etudiants

socialistes before leaving the
to found the PSA,
forerunner of the PSU.
Having contested a series of
elections as the PSU candi-
date, and taking a contin-

uous role in its leadership,
he was cventually reconciled
to the SP in 1974, when he

led a minority out of the
PSU and into the SP.

He cntered the national
leadership of the SP in the
following year. Duric2 the
autumn of 1980 he
proposed as a candidate tor

pamc in the French Stock Exchange

A ds

the presidency but stood
down in November in favour
of Mitterand. |

He is one of the most
determined opponents of the
Communist Party within the
French labour movement,
and is widely regarded as a
likely successor to Mitterand
as the leader of the SP.

Of the other two

Ministers of State, Gaston

Defferre has always been
regarded as a loyal supporter
of Mitterand, and caused
considerable surprise by his
support for Rocard’s candi-
dacy in 1980.

Clearly he has managed a
reconciliation to be given the
important post of Minister

of the Interior and Decen-

tralisation.

The other, Nicole Ques-
tiaux, a CERES member and
former MEP, has been given
the new post of Minister of

National Solidarity’
Cabinet

The same pattern of care-
fully:  contrived  political
balance can be followed
through the wholc of the
Cabinet. It would be tire-
some to list aft the Ministers
and iheir historics and affili-
ations. A few examples will

suffice.

&pon sibility  for

Marchais

Yvette Roudy, with res-
women’s

rights, represents  an

important link with various

women’s groups within the
soclalist movement.
Even within his allies 1n

the MRG, Mitterand 1s care-
ful to balance the odds.

Maurice Faure, the new
Minister of Justice is brought
in as the ‘representative of
the more intransigent
current which until 1967
stood out against the various
moves towards involvement
with the socialists and com-
munists. |

Evident rnight
aimong - the ministers are
Clanrde  Cheysson,  who
served as Giscard’s commis-
sioner in  Brussels (and
incurred the wrath of the CP
as a result), JeanPierre Cot,
an open disciple of Rocard,
and Charles Hernu, the new

Minister of Defence whoisa

blatant  militarist and
founder of various groups
promoting the interests of
the military within the SP.

‘An interesting inclusion
is Pierre Joxe, a self-styled
“marxist”, who takes his
distance from the CERES
group within the leadership,

and devotes much of his:
energy to rebutting Rocard’s

market-oriented  economic
policies, going so far as to

“accuse him of being able to

speak only in the language
of the bosses.

Protest

He has also attacked
Marchais and the CP over the
Afghanistan question.

And there 1is another
former leader of the SFIO
and the SP, Alain Savary,
who resigned from the
Mollet government in 1956
in protest against the treat-
ment of Algerian freedom
fighter Ben Bella at the
hands of the government.

The most obvious fact
about the new government 1s
that it does not include any
representative of the PCI,

which certainly gave Mitter-

and many more votes than
did the MRG.

in contrast to the period
before the first round of the
election, when .they were
stridentty demanding a guar-

wingers

'willingness to
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collsborators in Mitterand

ERNIE STUBBINS
takes a look at the
Cabinet chosen by
Francois Mitterand
following his election
as President of
France.

Pressure on Mitterand: workers on the march

antee of ministerial positions
the CP has reacted in a very
subdued manner to its exclu-
sion from the government.
The CP has announced its
‘assume  1ts
responsibilities within a
untfied government’, but has
so far not resumed its polem-
ical attacks against the SP.
There is no doubt that

there will be important dis-

cussions between the CP-and
the SP in the run up to the
legislative elections due to be
held on 14 and 21 June.

Disorder

Mitterand will be anxious
to gain the maximum sup-
port from the members of
the CP while giving their
leaders the minimum of
assurance about their role In

 any future government.

The internal disorder of

.the French CP cannot fail to

help him greatly in this

~ objective.

The defeated right wing
parties, the RPR and the
UDF will attempt to deprive
the left of a workable maj-
ority in the new National
Assembly. |

In a rapidly assembled
‘Union for a New Majority’
they have carved up the 340
constituencies
will work together to avoid
splitting the right wing vote.

The UNM does not yet

have the support of former

President Giscard, (who 1is
believed to be still consid-
ering Jlaunching his own
liberal party), but it has
rapidly gained the support of
many prominent leaders of
the outgoing government.

The early indications are

that Mitterand is anxious to

allay the fears of the French
capitalist class rather than to
take any kind of action
against them.

'with German

where they

retains one of its

Rapidly-convened  talks
Chancellor
Schmidt have underlined his
intention to maintain many
aspects of Giscard’s foreign
and economic policy, partic-
ularly the Franco-German
bloc to  control the EEC.
Messages from Reagan
look forward confidently to
continued and improved
military cooperation.
However, at least in the
period ‘up to the elections,

. Mitterand will be obliged to

appear to make concessions
to the working class. |

The most important of -
these has already been made
—the SMIC (statutory mini-
mum wage) is to Dbe
increased by 10% from June
1. ) .

- Edmond Maire, leader of
the CFDT trade union con-
federation, has called for the
agreement of a timetable for
the introduction of the 35
hour week in the. national-
ised industries. |

‘But he has been at pains
to point out the limits
imposed on the SP by its
loyalty to the ruling class.

There is little doubt that
the. workers will demand far

“more than Mitterand will be

prepared or able to grant,
and that union leaders will
play an important role in
limiting their struggles.

It is here that the CP
most

important levers of power,
through its control of the
CGT unions.

“While it is unlikely that
the CP will resolve its leader-
ship crisis before the elec-
tions, in the early stages of
the new government, the
Stalinist leaders will be able
to make considerable gains
at the expense of the SP by -
overbidding the CFDT in

‘wage and other claims.
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been forced to announce.
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After nine months of
attacks on working class

and revolutionary organi- .

sations, Turkey’s military
dictators have now
decided to turn against
the right.

Three hundred leaders of
the fascist National Action
Party (including  leader
Turkes, the whole central

committee, and some oigan-

isers of front organisations)
have been put on trial on
charges carrying the death
penalty. -
This development, which
does not in any way give the
junta an ‘“‘anti-fascist” char-
acter, does not come in isol-
ation. -

Following two

“attempted coups within
_the space of a fortnight,
both in the central city

of Cochabamba and both
led by the same man,
Bolivian dictator General
Garcia - Meza has

his resignation as from 6

August, Independence
vay.
According to Garcia’s

declaration, the armed forces
should appoint his successor
on 17 July, first anniversary
of the -bloody coup that

Previous events, com-
bined with an understanding
of the essentially bonapartist
nature of the regime, are key
to- making a correct assess-
ment.

The Generals usurped

power to secure the interests

of monopoly capitalism and
imperialism in a situation of
civilh war. Society - was
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these conditions. In fact,
Parliamentary democracy
ended in 1978 with the

introduction of martial law
in eleven big cities.

The crucial point for the
generals’ coup vas that the
two sides were balanced.

- This was the case because

divided into two camps; the

fascists, and .the left led by
the working class and its
organisations. |
Every street in every
village, town or city was a
nogo area for one or other
of the two sides and were
patrolled by armed men.
Bourgeois democracy
could not be maintained in

brought him to power.

The removal of Garcia
has been on the cards for
some time as the country’s
armed forces fell out
amongst themselves when
faced with a cripphng
external debt, economic
collapse, the smear of
cocaine trafficking, staunch

the leadership of the work-
ing class, both reformist and
Stalinist, peddled illusions in
parliament, tying the work-
ing class to a form ot ‘west-
ern’ democracy that has
never existed in Turkey.
Large sections of the

peasantry and middle class,

- mafia-style

popular resistance and anti- -

" pathy, and continuing failure

to beguile the US into recog-
nising their ‘Government of
National Reconstruction’.
Yet a series -of coup
attempts
spring came to nought.
This was  principally

~ because once having under-

together with some demor-
alised sections of the work-
ing class began to look to
the military for a ‘saviour’,

their  Pinochet-style
(‘pinochetazo’) and
themselves 1In
infighting over
cocaine spoils, the generals
were unable to present: a
viable alternative.

They werc stuck with
different figurehcads and
clans; but there was no-
where to go further to the
right, and any genuine rever-
sal of the dictatorship stood
to open the floodgates of

taken
coup
immersed

 mass mobilisation.

throughout the

Shift

The measured retreat
taken by Garcia does, how-

Generals Evren and Celasun

because there i1s a long ‘tradi-

tion” of military intervention

in Turkish pohtical lite.

The main motive in this
search was not the political
terror, but the collapse of
living standards as Turkey
felt the tull weight of the
CT1SIS.

The military was able to
carry out a bloodless coup
for these two reasons; the
balance between fascism and
the left and this mood that

- looked to the military to

avoid open civil war.
Therefore the generals
must do two things to main-
tain their rule. They must
maintain the balance
between the two - sides
(which although quiet are

cver, represent something of
a shift of the balance of
forces within the military.

It appears that a group
not closely associated with
cocame smugghing and
anxious to avoid further con-
fusion inside the repressive
apparatus by reforming the
dictatorship  along

gained the upper hand.

The leading figures in this
group are Generals
Humberto Cayoja, Lucio
Anez and Gary Prado, the

latter being famous for his

capture of Che Guevara In
1967. . |
Lurking behind them are

C e T R N )
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lines:
“acceptable to the US has

still very much in existence).
And the generals must keep
the spectre of terror and
violence alive as a determin-
ing factor in the conscious-

ness of those who welcomed

the military ‘saviour’.
Sinc¢: the coup it has

been the left who have taken

thec brunt of the attacks.
This has disturbed the
balance in that the working
class has been forced to
make itself telt.

It is indicative that two
leaders
yellow trade union, could
not. feel able to participate
in the Arbitration Court, a
state body set up to attack
lving  standards  through
wage control. Open violence

Bolivian dictator retreats

the experienced butchers

~and veteran conspirators—

former dictator Hugo Banzer
and Alberto Natusch, leader
of a short-lived coup, who
have now established a more
or less firm alliance, which
does not explicitly rule out
some form of ‘election’, to

reassemble the divided right
-and. refurbish. the remnants

of Garcia’s regime.
Support

In this they can count

—on the support of the civilian

bourgeois parties and the
CP and the petty bourgeois
‘radical nationalist® MIR,

- Chilean workers fight back

For over five weeks
the 10_300-strong work-
force of the El Teniente
copper mine in Chile has
sustained a strike in
demand of an 18%
increase in wages, pro-
ductivity bonuses, over-
time payment, transport,
educational ~and job

‘security rights against the

dictatorship of Pinochet

which has bffer-ed a deris-

ory 2%.

The ElI Teniente strike
marks a new step forward in
the slow “and  painful
Chilean

~in - the - coup of
September 1973.
The length of the strike,

its size. firmness, and resis-
constant . police -

tance to

harassment, the thrcat of

full-scale military interven-

tion and widespread
dismissals, has to be under-
stood against the very poor
economic_ condition of the

workers and- the- seven-ycar

- benefits’

offensive ‘against the very
poor economic condition of
the workers and the seven-

year offensive against the

labour movement by the

~ capitalist state, reliant not

just on brute force but also
a string of anti-worker

- decrees.

Banned

Today in Chile industry-
wide unions are allowed to
exist only on paper; nomin-
ations for wunion clections
are forbidden until thc day

of the poll; any. group of-

workers—unionised or not-—-

- _may deal directly with the
- employer; strikes are himited-

to 60 days and after 30 days
any group of workers may
desert their comrades and fix
a scparate deal; no assem-

time and there are. strict
limits on those outside of it

Ncgotiation of ‘non-wage
(health, housing,
education, training and job
security) is banned and all

cexisting agrecments on these

i ui

ot th

- workers have already rejec-

- blies arec permitted in work-

points become null and void
upon the negotiation of new
contracts; arbitration 1s by
the military, and political
activity 1s banned. There are
a score of turther judicial

measures that provide for |
the division of the working |

class.
The strength of the El

Tentente miners 1s, therefore

truly impressive. The state
copper corporation, Codelco
says 1ts offer 1s ‘final’ but it
is losing $1.2 million a day
and the regime s well aware
H1eets of the action
on the rest of Chile’s
working ¢lass. |

In the other large state-

owned mines of Chuquica- |

mata and~ Andina - the - SRl

ted Codelco’s offer, arc seck-
ing rises of 157 and said to
be preparing action.

Twelve miners  have

already - been arrested and

‘there have been clashey with

the carabineros in the streets
of Ranagua where the clouds

of tear gas bear cloquent

testimony to the return of

“active class struggle,

leading

Not only has the FlI
Teniente union declared that

its action will be ‘indefinite’ .

but it has alse called for the

removal of Bernardo Castilo-

and Guitlcrmo Medina, the
1 ‘vellow” - union
otficials appointed by the

dictatorship. who have inces-
sanfly attacked the strike as -

g v orkers against the military
~~dictatorship and to this end -

‘counter-productive’.

In this call lics the recog-
‘nition -that. the struggie for
class . independence and the-
regaining of control overthe |

workers’ economic organis-
ations cannot be separated
from the political campaign

against the dictatership: . -

s .
‘ { : )
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. terrorism but

of Turk-Is, the’

between the left and th
military also grew. |
General Evren is - now
trying to restore the credib-
iJity of Turk-ls. There 1s also
an attempt to play down the
prospects of violence, in that
Evren has said ‘“you can stop
you can’t

annihilate it”, That is, he

doesn’t want to take on the

working class in a fight to
the finish. o

It is in this context of
minor concesstons and big
promises to the left that the
current trial of the fascist
NAP should be see. The tiial
will last a long time. And
it is clear that unless the
generals  strengthen their
hold and eliminate all oppos-

who have called for the
‘honourable’ sectors of the
military to take power and

organised a demonstration of

workers and students three
weeks ago in Cochabamba in
support of Colonel Lanza’s
failed coup.

- Satisfied .

Reports from Washington
indicate. that the State
Department is highly satis-
fied with this particular form
of ‘revolutionary

next strong-man with some
spurious and  ephemeral

‘democratic’ credentials. -

Page 3

struggle’
- which promises to adorn the

ition, the destruction ot th
NAP will not be carrie
through.

Setback

The bourgeoisie will nc
contemplate the crushing ¢
the instrument of its la:
resort, organised fascism.

However, the views c
the bourgeoisie and the NA
leaders do not coincide. Tt
trial does mean a setback f«
the fascists. Anti-fascist fee
ings generally will t
fostered and the way will b
open for the purguing ¢
fascists from the army an
state institutions. |

- Also, Turkes’ neck
clearly at the mercy «
Evren. The NAP trial is ti
background of the shootir
of the Pope by a member «
the Grey Wolves—the NA
terror organisation,

Agca is one of the ftc
gunmen of the NAP,6 wt

“claim to have twenty mo

like him. The attempte
assassination had  sever
aims. It 18 a warning |
both Evren and the bou
geoisie in Europe. Who w
be the next victim cann
be predicted.

It shows that the NA
are well organised throug
out Europe-they are st
very much there.

The NAP in Belgu
claimed- it was a prote
against the trial in Ankair
But the determining fact
in that trial as for all oth
aspects of life in Turkey w

‘be the consistency of tl

working class and its alli
in the fight against not on
the fascists, but the jun
itself,

British workers
must back
~ struggle

3  Since 'the”military. coup, many of the leaders
| the trade unions movement have been killed, jailed

:“l;;exiled. This means that the -task of rebuilding t
" trade unions falls heavily on the rank and file. ih

lack the most basic material resources for this ta
‘That is why it is important that money is provid
as part of the solidarity action of the British worki

~ class.”

MODEL RESOLUTION

.~ This (trade union branéh)_--‘-
Wal  expresses its solidarity with:
=8 the resistance of the Bolivian.

makes a contribution of £ . .
to the Bolivian Workers Sup-

~port Fund. It <calls on the
- unon to give maximwm sup- -
port to the struggle of the -
Bolivian trade union move-
ment by blacking all trade

with the .dictatorship and

calling on the TUC to organ-
ise 4 natienal campaign of-
blacking and to use all neces-

o )
»

(0 1-471 6008).

sary means to ensure il

“récognition and aid are wi

‘held - - from- the - milit:
regime by the British gove
ment. ..

~ ‘Bolivian Workers Supp
Fund, 54 «Studley Ro
Forest Gate, London |

Bank account:
43338275 National W
“minster Bank, 1 Hurdw

- Place, London NW1 2JG.

&
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The decision of the
new Labour GLC to

withdraw from the
government’s Civil

Defence programme has
been widely reported in

the national and local .

press.

Yet few reports give any

idea as to what this pro-
gramme actually means in
practical terms for the maj-
ority of citizens in the
capital.

‘An outline of the “plan”
to clear up London after a
nuclear strike was presented
at a seminar jointly organ-
ised last November by the
Tory GLC and the Home
Office for the benefit of
London councillors.

They were told that
current War Office thinking
is that there may be as little
as 2-3 days warning before a
war broke out between the
imperialist western poweis
and the Warsaw Pact—but
that there should be a pre-
liminary period of “‘conven-
tional” warfare before the
first warheads start to fall.

And the: were reminded
that while on the one hand
Tory policies are forcing
British imperialism into the
front line of the NATO
attack, the Tories are also
cutting back on spending at
home. This means that their
plans for post-strike recovery
rest heavily on “velunteers”
dragooned into action under
the draconian powers of
“seorganised local govern-
ment”. |

Current military thinking
is opposed to the mass
evacuation of people from
London or other main cities.
Partly this is because. they
do not know for certain
which will be the primary
targets for a nuclear strike.

In any case, no area

could be thought safe from

the effects of fall-out.
Those citizens without

‘the cash to purchase their

own fall-out shelters should
not expect Civil Defence
planning to offer them any
communal provision. It is
estimated that it would cost

| £60 billion to shelter even

half of the civilian popula-
tion of Britain—and even if

the Tories were interested
in such a project, cash limits
‘will not stretch that far.

But government money
is to be made available for

Do you know that
Tony Benn is working to
help the ‘pro-NATO,
pro-EEC, and pro-armed
forces” faction in the
Labour Party?

No? Then you haven’t

been reading your Newsline,

daily organ of Gerry Healy,
Ayatollah of the Workers

'Revolutionary Party!

In a virulently hostile
campaign begun in the
middle of April, Newsline
has been denouncing Benn.

Apparently he is splitting
the left, ‘“‘going against the
trade unions”, defying the
majority of Tribune MPs
who oppose his candidature,
and above all he is providing

the Tory press with ammun- -

ition! *

Newsline thinks Benn

knows he can’t win. “So.

>

the early completion of the
network of protected head-
quarters for  post-strike
government. £4 million 1is
allocated to this, in addition
to £4 million on improved
communications, and £4-5
million on ‘“hardening”
broadcasting centres against
nuclear attack.

In ail, it is proposed that

- the “Home Defence” budget

be increased by 60%, with
the expenditure by local
authorities to double.

| _Fivé groups

The plan for London is
to divide it into five groups,
for each of which the GLC
is supposed to provide a
Group HQ.

Because of the high prob-
ability of widespread des-
truction 1n London, each
Group HQ will be linked to
one. of the subregional
centres outside London.

The North East London
Group HQ in Wanstead,
for example, will be linked
to a subregional HQ ‘“‘some-
where in Essex”. |

Within the Group area,
each borough will be headed

by a controller with dicta- -

torial powers: in London the
controllers are the present
Chief Executives of ~each
borough—appointed by the
Home Secretary.

~The elected councils
would virtually cease to exist
except for 3-person ‘Emer-

gency Committees’, under
the command of the
controller. |

In London the army

would take charge of the
three services—with army
headquarters established in
each of the five groups.

But there would be few
soldiers left in the capital in

“the case of a war with the

Warsaw Pact, since most
available troops would have
been dispatched to reinforce
the Rhine Army.

There would be at most
3800 soldiers in London,
compared to 25,000 police.
~ The Fire Service—so
depleted by Tory cuts that
it now has less than one
quarter of the manpower
and only 6% of the emeigen-
cy units it had during the

World War 2 blitz—would be

withdrawn to the perimeter

of London well before any

nuclear strike. |
Only after the radiation

levels drop would they even

 what then is he playing at?” |

they ask indignantly. In the
agent and  spy-obsessed
world of the WRP this ques-
tion means: what is the
ulterior motive, who is he
‘serving, whose agent is he?

Newsline editorial writer
(15/4/81) goes on rhetoric-
ally:

“Is this [standing against

" Healey] the action of a man

deeply concerned about the
future policies of the Labour
Party and anti-Tory
struggles, or someone who
is wilfully trying to break up

the mass movement and
create unnecessary
- diversions?”

So what game is Benn

playing then? The Newsline
~writer obviously thinks he
knows. The clue, which he
shares with the reader, is in

- the answer to this question:

"Tories and to

“attempt to re-enter London

and attempt to rescue any

SUTVIVOTS. |
The fact is that while

there are well-laid prepara-

tions to use the police and
army to secure continuity of
governmental control over
the surviving population and
to maintain supplies to the
imperialist war effort, there
is no intention of the “Home
Defence’ planners to protect
or shelter the population of
London. .

Instead the army and fire
brigade will be withdrawn
from the target area, and
Chief Executives and their

flunkies will join top govern--

ment figures and civil ser-

vants in hardened bunkers,
~while ordinary men, women

and children are left to fry.
Even Air Commodore
Crompton of the .Home
Defence College, admits that
it would take at fleast 2

what will be the result of
the election if Benn loses?
Using a computer, the

WRP have worked this out in

advance: if Benn loses,
Healey would be Deputy
Leader. And he will be
strengthened by  having
beaten Benn. Thus:

“By his action, Benn is
consolidating Healey”.

Branded

- Benn, who fights the
right wing, is thus branded
by Newsline —-alongside advo-
cates of resistance fto the
the Labour
councils who administer the

cuts—as one of *“Thatcher’s

people”. |

- There is a coherent polit-
ical logic to this, of course.
The politics of the WRP are
now comprehensivaly right
wing. "

months in a shelter betore
survivors ot a nuclcar strike
could emerge sately .

Iin other words there is
virtually no chance ot sur-
vival for the average London

ratepayer with or without

the Tory GLC’s planned
£750,000 Civil Detence
spending!

With Reagan and

Thatcher sacrificing vital ele-
ments 1n the US and Bnitish
egconomties to carry forward
their war effort, there is only

- one serious way to protect

ourselves and our children
1-om a nuclear holocaust:
mobilise the power of the

~organised - labour movement

in action to bring down this
government, drive out the
right  wing pro-imperialist
leaders of the Labour Party
and implement a policy of
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment,

Yet Newsline’s denunci-
ation of Benn was very
sudden. Until the day before
the editorial entitled “The
Strange Case of Mr Benn”
(15/4/81) it had supported
Benn'’s candidacy!

For example an editorial
on April 4 said this:

“This [Foot’s argument]
is intended to try to put
Benn in the position of a
splitter who is disrupting
party unity by challenging
Healey. In reality it is an
argument against ever having
an election for leading posts,
since there will never be an
ideal occasion to hold it . ..

Foot appeals to Benn on
the basis of party unity, but

this is simply a cover for

capitulating to the blackmail
of the right wing who keep
threatening to join the social
democrats unless they ge
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The decision by the
National H Block Com-
mittee to run nine repub-

lican prisoners as candi-
dates in the forthcoming

Irish election is an impor-

tant advance in the
struggle for political

status.

The candidates are the
four hunger strikers, plus

their way in the Labour
Party.” |

~This is well put. An
editorial ‘Benn’s right to
stand’’, (6/4/81) continues
in these same strong terms.
it concludes by explicitly
supporting Benn’s ‘‘right to

challenge Healey ™.
Then came the Great
Change. Benn suddenly

changed from being a cham-
pion against “The IMF’s
man in the Shadow Cabinet”™
into someone helping the
right wing and the “pro-
armed forces faction”.
Sepculation as to- why
there was a change of line
would be idle. Maybe it was
a response to Benn signing
the Socialist Organiser con-

‘demnation of the ‘WRP’s

libel case against the paper.

s ek aam

Is Benn a right wing agent?
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The ‘defence’ programme the

four other Long Kesh prison-

~ers and Mairead Farrell from

Armagh Gaol who took part

~in'last year’s hunger strike. -

The candidacies, like that
of Bobby Sands, sharply
pose before the Irish people
the political 1ole of the

republican men and women

jailed by British imperialism

~ in Long Kesh and Armagh.

- But by running for elec-
tion in the South, they also

.‘By Sean
- Matgamna

Maybe Benn refused to
establish friendly relations
with the Newsline. The
precise explanation doesn’t
matter. Significant is what it
shows about the WRP,

This organisation is ready
to throw around the most
wild and baseless allegations
and insinuations against
those in the labour move-
ment with .whom it
disagrees. |

Yet when challenged on
their own record by Socialist
Organiser "the WRP leaders
resort not to a labour move-
ment inquiry but the bour-
geois courts in a libel case
designed to bankrupt a rival
organisation.

We urge readers to sup-
port the SO Defence Fund—
and to keep a look-out for
the next Newsline about-.

face.
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HUNGER STRIKERS
STAND IN
ELECTION

underline the fact that the
struggle is for a wunited
Ireland —in which the gerry-
mandering and sectarian
repression of the six county
statelet in the North is
brought to an end, and

~democratic rights extended

to the Irish people as a
whole.

:.Failure

Indeed the cémpaign in

- their support will be forced

to emphasise that the oppon-
ents of British imperialism in

- .the North: are in no way

simply proposing to plunge
the population of the six
counties into an extended
version:..of Haughey’s 26-
county capitalist government

in the South.

 They will be campaigning
against candidates of Prime

‘Minister Haughey’s pseudo

nationalist Fianna Fail party
—and pointing to the failure
of political leaders in the
Republic to lend any prac-
tical support to the struggle
to force a British with-
drawal,

Socialist Press of course

- has major differences of pro-

gramme and  perspective
from the republican move-
ment—as indeed do many of
the political components of
the National H Block Cam-
paign. In particular, the

republicans have no perspec-
tive to offer the working

class for its struggles North
or South. |

But at a time when the
struggle - against  British
imperialism must be brought
to the forefront of politics
in Britain and in Ireland,
we lend our critical support
to the antiH Block candi-
dates in the Irish election,
and welcome the decision of
leading antiH Block cam-
paigners such as Bernadette
McAliskey to support their

fight, o
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About 60 people took
part in a lobby of the

Labour Party NEC last
Wednesday to demand
backing for the H Block
hunger strikers.

The lobby, organised by
-the Labour Committee on
Ireland, was addressed by

NEC members Joan Maynard

“and Dennis Skinner as they
“arrived for the meeting.

. Neither speaker was pre-
pared to state unequivocally
their support for political

~status for réepublican prison-

ers in Long Xesh and
Armagh Gaol.

But their hm1ted stand'
| “the question _is Vstill
~streets ahead of" the rest of ;

the NEC.

Only Eric Heffer of the
other NEC members stopped
to talk to lobbyers Tony
Benn slipped into Labour
Party hecadquarters almost
unnoticed whilst Dennis
Skinner was addrgssing the

lobby, while Michael Foot:

and other NEC members
pushed through the crowd
‘to chants of ‘Sack Con-

cannon’ and ‘Labour break
from Tory policy on

qreland’.

The success of the lobby

indicates growing awarencss

within the Labour Party for
the need to break the bi-

. partisan policy, support the

hunger strikers and fight for
the w1thdrawal of Bntlsh

_ troops.

~But only three or four
CLP banners were present,
indicating the need for

Labour Party militants to

raise the question of Ireiand
and build the LCI as a

matter of urgency,

o 4 .
- We urge all Cabour Party.
‘members to join the Labour
- Committee on lIreland and
organise  to take up the.

gquestion of lreland In the
Labour Party. -Individual
membership costs £1 a year
and an application form and
details of the LCI’s political
positions on Ireland can be

obtained from: LCI, 4

Burnhill House, Norman
Street, London EC1.

From: | Northern | l‘re'land

- Office.

at the funeral). |
Ideally murderous thugs

they will be young lads with

a shattered and confused
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Telégrdph' - for exceller
mvestlgatlve reportmg on th

To: All Fleet Street edltors should be buried without  family liable to say thmgs~ - Maze prison.
First the body. You have  ceremony inside the prison  like Why us?’. They have. shown tha

Strike Action Committee has people don’t elect a “com- the early<day motion on| thugs are dressed any old discussion. (Perhaps your ~ in Belfast or Derry we trust  yhen “they are teleased

- | | | | to know which side it is on. walls (where, after all, we Your job is to ensure that the real purpose of ‘speci:
Around 100 people sup- = status. Ireland group has already Is it a murderous thug, could provide the most these parents understand . te00r pst?t)us’ ic toptu;
N ported a rally in Coventry Despite Foot’s state- made its mark on the local| whom all decent people like modern cemetary in,  their children did not die in the 5 cgm into a terro
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the ‘hunger strikers in Long movement with Labour’s = Leicester South CLP. ~ tell by the uniform. ~sticking their heads on spikes . anguish they should express imaginative ﬂzI:u to- depic
. Kesh. Tory policy. It is becomin . The motion congratulates Usually ‘the hero wears outside the gates of Beifast  any doubts about whether  [RA men looking aheadp N
ik The active local Hunger recognised  that 30,0 MP Jim Marshall for backing ] blue or khaki. Murderous and Derry but this is under their sons should have been the day in 15 or 20 yea
| ‘also been pressing its cam- mon criminal” as their MP Sands, called for two how. picture editors would  editors will not embarrass whittling away at realisti
| paign into the local Labour and 100,000 people (out of minutes’ silence in respect | Some look as if they commenton thisplan). them by reporting such replicas of  tomahawk
Party. A leaflet given out at a Catholtc population of for Sands, and wuiged have been clothed from a What is obviously out- sentiments. | durmg the period of specis
§ the District Labour Party 500,000) don’t turn up to  Marshall to move the writ] jumble sale. rageous is the deplorable ~  For our part we will category status |
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‘Shame”, pointed out that:

‘Michael Foot and the
Labour leadership describe
‘Margaret Thatcher’s
approach as stubborn and
inflexible on almost every
.issue except Northern Ire-
jfand. On the same day as

Foot was lashing the Tories

he personally dispatched
Don Concannon to the Maze
Prison to tell a blind and
dying Bobby, Sands that he
had no support in the British

Labour Party., If Bobby

Sands' had been a political
prisoner in South Africa or
South America would Foot
have behaved m such a

calous way?

John Hume, leader of

the SDLP descnbed Con-
cannon’s mission as “a cheap
and . offensive publicity
stunt”., Even the UDA, the
Loyalist paramilitary organ-
isation, have publicly stated

that they thmk the pnsoners
SEE 2 pid - ~be : W Labmg Coxmmttee B ¢

criminal”, Bobby Sands was
in prison because he opposed
British rule in Ireland.
(0 LI )

The Scottish TUC has
shown a lead by calling for

immediate concessions. We

ask Labour and trade union
branches to follow their
example and to dissociate
themselves from the Labour
leadership’s stance.”

In Oxford the Ilocal
Charter 80 group  has
mounted vigils at the city’s

"Martyrs Memorial to mark

the death of each of the four
hunger strikers.

A fold-over leaflet is now
being prepared setting out in
basic language the issues at
stake in thc hunger strike,
The leaflet is to bc distrib-
uted at the Cowley car
factories, other local work-
places and Labour and trade
union meetings.

In Lelcester an actlve

Fermanagh/South Tyrone. little more than children. take advantage of the = pictures. A Union Jack over . (. ews who spent long even

And in a close vote which
surprised some militants,
Leicester Trades Council
voted at its last meeting to
support the struggle for
political - status and for a
pohcy of troops out of
Ireland.

In Glasgow a rally called
by the LCI attracted a rather
disappointing attendance of
100 people—mainly those
already committed to the
struggle  against  British
imperialism in Ireland.

And in London the
necessity for urgent action
to build the solidarity cam-
paign was underlined by the
attendance of only 50 at a
regional meeting of the LCIL.
A local leadership was set up
to promote further work in
LLondon Labour CLPs: we
urge London readers to give
active support to this work.
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But remember—heroes

are killed by murderous

thugs and cowards.

Murderous thugs on the
other hand have usually
done it to themselves—or at
least brought it on them-
selves. That is why they are
often shot by heroes.

Now the funerals:
1) Murderous thugs: These
funerals are liable to be

larger, especially if they have

‘done it to themselves’.
- Qur best hope with these

funerals is to make them
take the -coffin in the

opposite direction to the one

‘they want to go.

We can blockade the
roads and make mourners
climb through barbed wire
fences to get to the funeral.

(This method has its himit-

ations. Tens of thousands
appear to be prepared 1o

funeral.
These TV plctures of
" men in uniform firing volleys
over the coffin are liable to
mislead world opinion into
thinking that IRA men are
some kind of soldiers.

After such funerals we
are calling upon all editors
to ensure that their reporters
loudly demand to know why
the Roman Catholic church
allows such burials to go
ahead.

Point out that it is out-
rageous that guns and burials
should be confused.

| (Radio and TV in partic-
ular might like to make the
Cardinal sweat a bit! Why
not ask him if he doesn’t
think that he’s little better
than a Provo with his collar
turned round!)

2, Heroes.

. Heroes may come from
-§. ndergo. all th},s ju;1 1o, be ...._,,..-anywhe‘fe;in Britain. Mostly i

. :'.o-\ N
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the coffin, a squad of young
soldiers to carry it.

In some cases we salute
the dead by firing a volley
over the graveside, We are

thinking of asking the Arch- |
bishop of Canterbury to

write this into the funeral
service. Maybe the vicar
could give the order to fire.

We trust the above is
clear. More details can be
given by Army Informatlon
Service.

Next week’s briefing
paper will be on relatives.

In the meantime just
remember that heroes have
grief-stricken  wives and
children. Murderous thugs
just use their families for
propaganda.

Stop press.

Why didn’t we think of '
it before? Full marks to the

: Rl L
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ings produocing imitatio
rifles and machine guns t
make the whole tale tha
little bit more spicy.

It was a particularl
brlght thought to show th
prisoners producmg hand:
‘“training sheets” with sucl
subtle directions as ‘‘use o
rumoéurs, slogans and ‘inter
naticnal press propagand:

_against the government

highlighting torture.”

Staff at the Maze are
now trying to find the
tunnel. through which the
IRA members sent thei
members to carry this out.

'One whole block—alloca
ted to launch an interna
tional press campaign--i
believed to have tunnelied

‘its way to Japan the bette:

to conduct its anti-goverm
ment propaganda there
while still being back in thei
bnnks by breakfast time.
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One of a large number
of Solidarity’s regional
periodicals, The Free
Unionist published in
Dabrowa Gomicza in
Silesia, in its issue of 5
March 1981 prints a
transcript of a tape recor-
ding from the meeting of
Andrzej Zabinski, First
Secretary of the Voivod-
ship Committee of the
party in Katowice and
member of the Polit-
bureau of the Party, with

a group of ranking police

and Security Service
officers of the Katowice
region. ‘

This is a partial trans-
lation of this text, which
does not require any
comment.

We have realised that
many of the slogans put
forward in the workers’
demands have been inspired
by the enemy. |

The enemy has forced us
to accept a battlefield . . . in

the factories and among the

working class. -
One would not talk of
violence because it would
have ended with 1 don’t
know what: generally speak-
ing with the limiiation of
Poland’s sovereignty. (. . .)

- Quench strike

Therefore conscious
decisions were taken,
decisions to hold talks in
very difficult circumstances:
the -aim was to quench the
strikes, calm the nation and
consider the situation later.
| And in these citrcumstan-
- ces the talks were very difffi-
cult, sometimes vulgar.

In the first days it was

“on your knees”, ‘“hang
them”, and then a hand-

.....
~~~~~
1,

--------

shake for agreement.

A few demands were
thrown by the enemy:
among them the demand to

have trade unions, so-called
self-government
unions.

This slogan comes from
the enemy, but the work-

trade

...............

.......................

....................................

...............

.......................

o
......

\\\\\\

---------

ing class has given it univer-

sal support. And it still sup-
portsit (...)
The workers support it

because they do not trust

us . . . they support the
independent unions, .inde-
pendent in the sense that

they will smack our hands if

explains the rise of

The Bolshevik Party
prepared and insured the
October victory. It also
created the Soviet state,
supplying it with a
sturdy skeleton.

The degeneration of the
party became both cause and
consequence of the bureau-
cratisation of the state. It is
necessary to show at least
briefly how this happened.

The inner regime of the
Bolshevik party was charac-
terised by the method of
democratic centralism. The
combination of these two
concepts, democracy and
centralism, is not in the
least contradictory.

The party took watch-

ful care not only that its
boundaries should always be
strictly defined, but also that
all those who entered these
boundaries should enjoy the
actual right to define the
direction of the party policy.

Freedom of criticism

Freedom of criticism and
intellectual struggle was an
irrevocable content of the
pariy democracy.
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we keep forgetting the social

goals of our policies.

We  have always
proclatimed the social goals
but have been doing exactly
the reverse. - |

Like the investments, 1
would say suicidal invest-

the task of overthrowing the
world and uniting under its
banner the most audacious

iconoclasts, fighters and
insurgents, live and develop
without intellectual

conflicts, without groupings
and temporary factional for-
mations? .

Democratic support

The farsightedness of the
Bolshevik leadership often
made it possible to soften
conflicts and shorten the
duration of factional struggle
but no more than that.

The Central Committee
relied upon this seething
democratic support. From
this it derived the audacity
to make decisions and give
orders. The obvious correct-
ness of the leadership at all
critical stages gave 1t that
high authority which is the

priceless moral capital of
centralism.

The regime of the Bol-
shevik  party, especially
before it came to power,
stood thus in complete

contradiction to the regime
of the present sections of the

Communist international.
with their “leadery™ appoin-
ied  from ibove. making

mplete (hanses T0 oohny
St osw i 7 o~ =—zxni owrph
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towards

probably

ments, idiotically pushed
through in the various indus-

tries—for which we haven’t
- got the raw materials, etc.

- The attitude of the party
the new unions
must not be like the unions’

‘attitude towards the party,

that is to say it is not an

~attitude of struggie.
We think that both the

new and the old unions are
working class in character.

The essential thing for us

is that party members should
join both the old and the
new unions because we have

- to prevent a situation which

will lead to party trade
unions, limited and small,
and non-party unions, which

-1s to say, anti-party.

If we don’t join the
“new” unions, we’ll be
making things too easy for
them: we would then help
to create a “KOR”-domin-
ated organisation.

Of course KOR 1is behind
all these new unions (. . )
And the have the support of
the clergy. |

There i1s no question that
it is a step towards the polit-
tcal right; but it is better
to make a step to the right

-than into the abyss.

Therefore a struggle is
going on, a struggle to
prevent the new unions from
becoming anti-party.

What do we intend to
do? First of all we have to
mount a political attack on
the principle of wunion
regions, the principle pro-
claimed by Mr Walesa or
those who prompt him . ..

They insist on the regions
because they
haven’t got enough cadres
and they want to set them-
selves up in the whole of
the country.

Hairdressers

We have to attack this
principle very strongly by
asking them thousands of
questions.

What about the miners

istrative

armed in the

rust was already

.Stalin,

visible on the party, every
Bolshevik, not excluding
would have
denounced as a malicious
slanderer anyone who should
have shown him on a screen
the image of the party ten or
fifteen years later.

The very centre of
Lenin’s attention and that of
his colleagues was occupied
by a continual concern to
protect the Bolshevik ranks
from the vices of those in
power. However, the extra-
ordinary closeness and at
times actual merging of the
party with the state appara-
tus had already in those first
years done indubitable harm
to the freedom and elasticity
of the party regime.

Democracy had been
narrowed in proportion as
difficulties increased.

Soviets

In the beginning, the
party had wished and hoped
to preserve freedom ot polit-
ical struggle within the
framework of the Soviets.

The civil war introduced
stern amendments mto this
calculation. The opposition
parties were forbidden orne
after the other. This measure
obviously in contlict with
the spirit of Sovies demeo-
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for example? Are the miners
to be together with the hair-
dressers? This is truly a soft
spot for political attack, we
have to attack, we simply
have to attack now.

(. . JLet them taste a
little power, ‘it will have a
cooling effect on them.

Wherever possible, we
have to talk to them honest-
ly. A considerable number of
people-who sit now on those
workers’ committees are
genuine leaders and decent
people: but the rabble is
there as well.

- - Of course, we can’t say
that of everyone, of those
who are trusted and who
enjoy authority. In the
future we have to win them
over as people who have
proved . themselves. and

“proved that they are listened

to. |

We must not wage war
with those people. We have
to have, shall we say, well—a
md®saiclike policy, a many-
layered policy and play it
propetly.

You comrades are
already doing extremely well
but we must also think of
our party.

As it happens, party
activists have forgotten these
fighting methods, though of
course the security services
have always had to fight.

But party workers . . .
they got their instructions
and the rally system did not
encourage any struggle; there
were simply no enemies. We
were so strong that nobody
could do anything to us and
that is why\ they are dis-
| sense of not
knowing how to fight.

They’re not bad people,

but have to be taught again.
And suddenly a disaster and
what happens, what
happens? —either apathy or
anger, anger because there
ar¢ enemies and counter-
revolution—but no struggle,
a struggle which is difficuit,
painstaking. -

It’s a game one plays

novelty and immensity of its
tasks, inevitably gave rise to
disagreements. The
underground  oppositional
currents in the country exer-
ted a pressure through
various channels upon the
sole legal political organis-
ation, increasing the acute-
ness of the factional struggle.
At the moment of com-
pletion of the civil war, this
struggle took such sharp
forms as to threaten to
unsettle the state power.

Prohibit factions

In March 1921, in the
days of the Kronstadt revolit,
attracted into its
ranks no small number of
Bolsheviks, the tenth con-
gress of the party thought

it necessary to resort to a

prohibition of factions—that
is, to transfer the political
regime  prevailing in the
state to the inner life of the
ruling party. o

This forbidding of
factions was again regarded
as an exceptional measure to
be abandoned at the first
serrous improvement .in the
situation. :

At the same time, the
Central Committee  was
extremely cautious in apply-
ing the new law, concerning
itself most of all lest it lead
to a strangling of the inner
lite of the party.

However, what was in its

original design merely a
necessary concession to a
ditficult situation, proved
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with the enemy and his
moves-have to be forseen.

- This is the period we are
in, comrades. The aim of
this struggle is to take away
the Jeading KOR people
from factories and break the

perfectly suited to the taste
of the bureaucracy, which
had then begun to approach
the inner life of the party
exclusively from the view-
pomt of. convenience in ad-
ministration.

Already in 1922, during a
brief improvement in his
health, Lenin, horrified at
the threatening growth of
bureaucratism, was preparing
a struggle against the faction
of Stalin, which had made
itself the axis of the party
machine as a first step tow-
ards capturing the machinery
of state. A second stroke and
then death prevented him
from measuring forces with
this internal reaction.

The entire effort of
Stalin, with whom at that
time Zinoviev and Kamenev
were working hand in hand,
was thenceforth directed to
freeing the party machine
from the control of the rank
and file members of the

party. |

Never concerned

In this struggle for “stab-
ity of the Central Com-
mittee, Stalin proved the
most consistent and reliable
among his colleagues,

He had no need to tear
himself away from inter-
national problems; he had
never been concerned with
them. |

The petty bourgeois out-
look of the  new ruling
straturn  was his own out-
look .
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unions up into the branches

Or trades.

Let them have indepen-
unions: but only
branch unions, no regions.

It will be easier for us

“because the workers’ tradi-

Stal

He profoundly believed

that the task of creating

soctalism was national and
administrative in its nature.

He looked upon the
Communist International as
a necessary evil which should
be used so-far as possible for
the purposes of foreign
peolicy. His own party kept a

value 1n his eyes merely as

a submissive support for the

machine.
Together with the theory

of socialism in one country,
there was put into circula-
tion by the bureaucracy a
theory that in Bolshevism
the Central Committee is
everything and the party

nothing.

This second theory was

in any case realised with

more success than the first.

Availing itsclf of the
death of Lenin, the ruling
group announced a “Lenin-
ist levy”. The gates of the
party, always carefully
guarded, were now thrown
wide open. Workers, clerks,
petty = officials, flocked
through in crowds.

The political aim of this

manoeuvre was to dissolve

the revolutionary vanguard
in raw human material, with-
out experience, without
independence, and yet with
the old habit of submitting
to the authorities. .

Freed from control

The scheme was success-
ful. By freeing the bureau-
cracy from the control of
. the proletarian vanguard, the
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_ Py
Walesa
tions are enormous—tell a
miner or a raillwayman to be
together with a milliner—
with all respect for . that
trade, of course!

But milliners have their
own problems and so they

nist

“Leninist levy” dealt a death
blow to the party of Lenin.
The machine had won
the necessary independence.
Democratic centralism gave
place to bureaucratic central-
ism . | .
In the party apparatus

~itself there now took place a

radical reshuffling of
personnel from top to
bottom.

- The chief merit of a
Bolshevik was declared to be
obedience. Under the guise
of a struggle with the Oppos-
ition, there occured a sweep-
ing replacement of revolu-
tionists  with  chinovniks
(professional governmental
functionaries). The history
of the Bolshevik party
became a history of its rapid
degeneration.

Rivalry

The political meaning of
the developing struggle was
darkened for many by the
circumstance that the leaders
of all three groupings, Left,
Centre, and Right, belonged
to one and the same staff in
the Kremlin, the Politburo.

To superficial minds it
seemed to be a mere matter
of personal rivalry, a struggle
for the “‘heritage’ of Lenin.

But in the conditions of
iron  dictatorship  social

antagonisms could not show

themselves  at first except
through the institutions of
the ruling party.

Many Thermtdorians
emerged in their day from

- will

would want to have an
organisation of their own . . .
Why do we defend the old
Central Council of Trade
Unions (CRZZ)? We det.. d
the Council because first of
all we have to fight with
them on grounds of legality.

This 1s our weapon of
steel: legal agreements, the
resolution of the Council of
State concerning the regis-
tration, the resolution on the

new trade unions.

Therefore we have to
keep fighting them, so to

- speak, on the grounds of

legality. And we can’t give
up anything without a
struggle. |

The enemy must toil just -

as well, the enemy must be
weakened. To give up the
CRZZ would be illegal
because the only lawful and
leea’ forum which can
7issolve it is the congress of
.he CRZZ. |

So we have an edge there;
they will surely demand the
dismantling of © CRZZ,
because it doesn’t exist any
more—all the unions have
left it. |

But just a minute: “elec-

‘tions to the unions have to

be called, and the congress

convened .

We have to reckon with
this battle, though: if we
dissolve the CRZZ for them,
then as repenting sinners we
shall be asking Walesa to let
us join the new unions.

But the property, created
through generations, is indiv-
isible according to law.

We just can’t divide the

holiday houses and sanatoria
between the old and the new
unions,

They can be nationatlised
because they belong to the
nation; or there has to be
some central body which
take over after the
CRZZ —but legally, accord-
ing to the law.

What awaits us is a great
political battle, However, we

shall be in a better position

because in the meantime the

thc‘ci'rcle of the Jacobins.
Bonaparte himself

‘belonged to that circle 1n

his early years, and subse-

quently it was from among

former Jacobins that the
First Consul and Emperor of
France selected his most
faithful  servants. Times
change and the Jacobins
with them, not excluding the
Jacobins of the twentieth

century..

Only Stalin

Of the Politburo of
Lenin’s epoch there now
remains only Stalin. Two of
its members, Zinoviev and
Kamenev,
I.enin throughout many
years as emigres, are endur-
ing ten-year prison terms for
a crime which they did not
commit.

Three other members,
Rykov, Bukharin and Tom-
sky, are completely removed
from the leadership, but as a
reward  for submission
occupy secondary posts.

And finally, the author
of these lines is in exile. The

~widow of Lenin, Krupskaya,

is also under the ban, having
proved unable with all her
efforts to adjust herself com-
pletely to the Thermidor.
The members of the
present Politburo occupied
secondary posts throughout
the history of the Bolshevik
party. If anybody in the first
years of the revolution had
predicted their future eleva-

collaborators of -

enemy pulls down his mask,
we have increasing evidence
and show it now to the

-nation.
It 1s shocking for some
people. Some people say:

ho.w can they show such
things on television? But
never mind. |

Fear

- The important thing is
first of all to make people
realise what sort of canaille
they are and what they’re
up to. |

Secondly, they have to
become afraid, well afraid.
The  western  countries,
especially West Germany,
Denmark and other Ameri-
cans have to fear what the
unions are doing. (.. .)

The unions fight for
information, foi access to
the media. And they will get
it when they have learnt that
they have to dissociate them -

‘selves from KOR.

What we would need is a
statement that they dissoci-
ate themselves from KOR.
This would in turn cause
divisions in KOR.

- There’s no other way.
They have to know that we

~are not the sort of people to

be easily outwitted.
We are already waging a
struggle in these circum-

stances. On the third day

running, all the factories in
Silesia are working. In the
whole country only about
10 minor plants are on
strike,

Let them strike

The rhost stubborn are

the strikers of the State

Insurance Company in
Przemysl. They don’t want
to yield; they demand talks

with a partygovernment
commission . . ., but let them
strike, |

There’s no hurry to solve
the problem. You know,
now 1t turns out that we
have too soon dismantled

bureaucr

tion, they would have been
the first in surprise, and
there would have been no
false modesty in their sur-
prise. |

For this very reason, the
rule is more stern at present
that the Politburo is always
right, and in any case that no
man can be right against the
Politburo.

But, moreover, the Polit-
buro cannot be right against
Stalin, who 1is unable to

make mistakes and conse-

quently cannot be right

against himself.

Demands for party demo-

cracy were through all this
time the slogans of all the
oppositional groups, as insis-
tent as they were hopeless.

The above-mentioned
platform of the Left Oppos-
ition demanded in 1927 that
a special law be written into
the Criminal Code “punish-
ing as a serious state crime
every direct or indirect
persecution of a worker for
criticism.” Instead of this,
there was introduced mtc
the Criminal Code an article
against the Left Opposition
itself

Recollections

Of party democracy
there remained only recol-
lections in the memory of
the older generation.

And together with it had
disappeared the democracy

of the soviets, the trade
unions, the co-operatives,
the cultural and athletic

organisations.

‘has

all these deputy premiers,
there were so many of them.

Now they would come in
handy, because we have to
set up party-government
commissions to talk to the
unions. |

Of course similar tactics
will be applied in the case of
the Katowice steelworks.

Here an element of

anxiety will have to be intro-

duced: we’ll have to hint
that the works will not be
further developed. Let them
understand, these building

workers, that building enter-

prises can be dissolved, that
if they are not disciplined
the less qualified will be
fired, | | -

Now there was this 4-
shift system . . . These com-
misstons, these workers’
commissions are to suggest
who is going to be dismissed
from the mines.

Good young lads

There’s no 4-shift system
now, so many people are
not needed.

But these inter-factory
workers’ committees have to
fire them. We have to involve
them in a thousand prob-
lems. . o
I sympathise with them,

‘they are good young lads

but they have involved them-
selves in politics (laughter).

There is no other way,
they have to get a taste of

power. We have to make
quarters and meeting places
available to them.
~ And equip them with
every luxury. | :

I always keep saying thi
but let me repeat it here
once again: I don’t know
any man who would not get
corrupted by power—it is
simply a matter of time and
degree (Laughter).

We can already see it

among them. Easy access to
money , taxirides to Gdansk,

telephone conversations,
contacts with the secretary

of the provincial party com-

Above each and every
one of them there reigns an
unlimited hierarchy of party
secretaries. The regime had

- become  ‘“‘totalitarian’ in
character-  several years
before this word arrived

from Germany.

- “By means of demoralis-
ing methods, which convert
thinking Communists into
machines, destroying their
will, character and human
dignity,” wrote Rakovsky in
1928, ‘‘the  ruling circles
have succeeded in converting
themselves into an unremov-
able and inviolate oligarchy,
which replaces the class and
the party.” i

Since those indignant
lines were written, the
degeneration of the regime
gone  immeasurably
farther.

The GPU has become the
Jecisive factor in the inner
life of the party. If Molotov
in March 1936 was able to
boast to a French journalist
that the ruling party no
longer contains any factional
struggle, it is only because
disagreements are now
settled by the automatic
intervention of the political
police. The old Bolshevik
party is dead, and no force
will resurrect it.

From Leon Trotsky ‘“Revol-
ution Betrayed’'—Pathfinder
Press edition, pages 94-100.

| it

mittee, with the deputy

premier . They go and
they begin to get extravagant
with money . . . so this is a
correct policy. -

How will it all end?
Ideally it should end with
the unification of all these
unions, though this can take
years.

But we should see to it

- KOR Zeadvr Jucek Kuron

that first they do not get rid
of party members, second
that they do get rid of the
KOR people and . then the
rest must be simply slowly
broken up.

And so, comrades, this is
the situation about these
unions. But this is a very
difficult matter. we have to

play it very delicately and

with great political culture.

The sentiments expressed in the speech above have
nothing to do with communism. They are a statement of the
reactionary bureaucracy that has emerged in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe. Below we reprint Trotsky’s
explanation of the rise of this bureaucracy.
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~ The publication of
any work by Christopher

Hill should be the object

of interest for Marxist
historians for no one has
done more to deepen our
understanding of the
bourgeois revolution of
the seventeenth century.

“In “this collection of

lectures given at the Univer-

sity “of Wisconsin, Hill pur-
sues a2 subject which has long

tascinated him, the relation-

sihp between the revolution
and the ideas to which it
vave birth or into which it
bredthed new life,

Hill 1s accutely aware of
the tact that so many of the
instiutions  which were
sither directly challenged or
sven  overthrown  in the
course ot the revolutionary
dk\\idk‘\‘, the 1640s and
l650s were to be re-estab-
liwhed at the Restoratlon in
661

Back in place

The monarchy,  the
House of Lords
Anglican Church, with its
episcopal hierarchy. were all
back in place once more.

‘How then can a revolu-

ttonary - change be said to

have -occurred? Hill argues
the forms may have

and economic context had

- ¢changed tmmeasurably .

Whatever the schemes of
the later Stuart kings, the
sovereignty of the House of
Commons  had been
established and 1n the long
runcould not but prevail.

The way had been paved
- -constitutional

monarchy c'onfmned by the

~ settlement of 1689, in which
_ the royal head was reduced
to a cypher, the manipulated

monarchy, its  virtues
extolled first by a subser-

vient clergy and later by the
. sycophantic media.

No longer were there to
be the prerogative courts of

~monarchy and church. The
rule of law was to prevail;
iaw which had as its prime
ccnsideration the protection'

/’

‘of property
As Hill remarks, after the

seventeenth centurey revol-

ution, England ‘was the
freest country in Europe-—
for those who commanded

the - wealth of the nation.

By AndreW_MacDonald

“Playing with a
Different Sex” could be

thought a peculiar album

title to say the least.
But - there again, you
couldn’t accuse the Au Pairs
of being exactly any run-of-
theqmill new ' pop group.

They aren’t. | o
They have  certainly
managed to. .capture the

imagination of a
‘radical’ following.

Detinite proof of this is.

that their deb’ut'.single “It’s
Obvious/Iiet” remained at

the top of the independent,

label singles chart for weeks
on vnd . and now the Human
record Tabel 18 e\pandmg its
influcnuee., .

- Part ot the reason tor this
no doubt is that they have

dinated to

Acts,

‘and the

- monarchical

large

- The driving forces behind
Britain’s foreign policy had

-also changed in the revolu-

ttonary decades. -

The republican inter-
nationalism which had brief-
ly flourished in the 1640s

was submerged in the imper-

talist ambitions of Cromwell-
ian foreign policy, an econ-
omic nationalism dictated by
the financial mterests in the

City of London.

Economic nationalism

Henceforth the personal
whims of monarchical
foreign policy were subor-
the forces of
economic - nationalism,
enshrined . in the Navxgatlon

The foundations

imperialism . - of the

~eighteenth century and the
K pre-emmence of the Bank of

England in the economy of
the nation.

All of these forces, essen-
tial for creating the condi-
tions for the Industrial
Revolution of the following
century, were released or
impelled forward by the

“bourgeois revolution of the

seventeenth century.
It was the forcing house
for modern capitalist

' concepts concerning political

institutions, the law_ empire
and the role of the church.
But what, asks Hill, was
the fate of the radical, demo-
cratic, even commumstlc.

ideas which sprang forth in |

the course of the Civil Wars?
The huge expansion in

- printed material in the revol-
~utionary decades is summed

up in the statistics of 22

“pamplhlets published in 1640
~as compared to 1966 in

1642, a momentum which
was maintained throughout
that decade and into the
next, though then n a
diminishing degree.

Breakdown

The breakdown of
and clerical

censorship provided the con-

ditions for this tremendous-
- dissemination of
ideas which emerged in the

course of the revolution the
ideas - of the Levellers,
Diggers, Seekers, Ranters
and numerous other groups
and sects which briefly flour-
ished. |

been playing live nearly non-
-~ stop since the group started
and that their music is

exciting,
and original.
Generally speaking the
rock industry has always
been split between pro- and
an_tl-estabhshmcn_t. |
The  antiestablishment
spectrum, from the Rolling
Stones and The Who in the
’60s through to the punk
explosion of ’77 has gen-
erally speaking produced the

uncompromlsmg

- new, creative and dynamic

stuff which the big multi-
nationals latch onto a few

“months or years later -and

attempt to rake in the

profits.

The “‘post-punk depres-
sion”* has been a tense timc
for the ‘official’ rock indus-
sales

try with record
plummeting and the advent

of a2 multitude of forward-

SRR SN - SN R
3 ¢ 2 %

o Were:"_
 laid for the crude economic -

radical

Where did thc adherents
of these ideas go after
16607 Perhaps we can now

5

looking independen} record
labels producing the records
of forward-looking groups.
This is really a contra-
dictory situation because all

depend on each other for-

survival.
Politics and rock music

are inextricably linked but
so is sexism and rock music.

The Au Pairs are an anti-
sexist, political group. But
to what extent they would
agree politically with Social-
ist Press cannot be gauged
by listening to an album.

Come Again’ (!) like
most of the Au Pairs’ songs
on the album has an apt
sense of sarcasm and an
uncanny knack of growing on
you,

like a

“You behave

model for others to follow,
Equal shares, equal shares,
It’s frustrating, aggravating,
so annoying, pretend you’re

discover only ‘a segment of

the truth.
‘Many, exasperated by the

usical onslaught on sexism

enjoying it

It’s your turn now but do
you want to? |

I don’t know if you want to.
It’s inhibiting, restnctmg, so
confusing,

Now I’'m losing count.

Can’t  concentrate it’s
another way to fake . ..
Yes, thank you, I got one,
Yes it was nice, yes, yes, it
was fine.”

Subtle but forceful lyrics
about repressed  female
scxuality ending up with a
final kick in the balls/teeth—
“Shit [ forgot to put my cap
in”.

'I'his theme makes up the
majority of the album with
other tracks -about battered
women, marriage and. the
hypocrisy of romance - mak-
ing the point that hetero-
sexuality is never hunky

dory and that women are

Lo

‘invariably.
‘treated by men. |

Just. as tew groups are
prepared to make a stand
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Strcngthcned the House of Commons

petty tyrdnny of squtre and
parson, may have emigrated

to America. Others, disillu-

sex u.al'ly mal-

openly in
women’s rights or gay rights,
even less are lending their
support to  the
against British imperialism in

Ireland. -
The Au Pairs are an

exception. When I saw them
play live supporting the Beat
they dedicated a song called
Armagh to Bobby Sands and

the women in Armagh Gaol

and it is a very powerful
song. |
“There are 32 women In
Armagh Jail, political pris-
oners here at home. The

British state’s got nothing to-

lose, it’s a subject better

left alone
We don’t torture -
We’re a civilisced nastion.

“We avoid any conltrontation,

defence of

strugg]e 4

“division,
own tours.

: .‘\‘ . - . ? g - . Iﬁ\ ’--- ’v $)’J “' " ’ 7‘..?.‘ -

'ABXC’.

. sioned by the course of the

revolution and fear of repres-
sion, simply laid low.

We don’t torturrrgh!!!”
It’s great when groups

play in favour of revolution-

ary struggles. It’s even better
when they can play well too.

The Au Pairs do have a
competent musical style of
choppy, twangy guitar nffs,
(similar to The Slits), with a

‘helping of - tasteful guitar

discords (something like
Siouxie and the Banshees).
So hopefully we shall see

‘the Au Paris moving up from

the “2nd division” —-support-
ing headlining groups like
the Beat on tour--to the 1st
‘headlining thew

Racism has hardly got a
toe-hold ..amongst popular
rock groups. And with
groups like the Au Pairs
around,. sexism could be
morc eentraﬂy challenged.

Better than equal-but
diftercnt! i

. century or more,

“the

- cern _.in

. Ian

lectual Consequences
of the English Revol-
ution by Christopher

Hill, published by
Weldenfeld and
Nicolson.

Milton, the great repub-
lican propagandlst couched

his heretical views in literary

terms, as do dissidents in the
Soviet Union today.

~Yet their ideas were not
wholly to perish. The millen-
arian ideas concerning the
immediate  coming of
Christ’s Kingdom were to be
translated.

of human progress and per-
fectability , to be carried for-
ward into the French
Enlightenment of the eight-
eenth century - and hence
into the thinking of Marx
and Engels in the rineteenth.

Radical democratic con-

cepts of an extended fran-

chise and a reformed parlia-
mentary - system, -universal
education, the curtailment
of the powers of lawyers
‘and priests, were to remain
relatively dormant for a
only to

find "new life in the

American and French Revo-

lutions of the later eight-
eenth century, inspiring Tom
Paine and the London
Corresponding Society who
carried forward
challenging concepts into ‘a
new era. |

Hiil’s  lectures sparkle
with ideas on these ma;or
hlstorlcal themes. ~

Weaknesses

There are weaknesses in
presentation. - Being
based upon lecture notes,

the text bristles with con-’

cepts which are presented

- but not developed

There is a lack of loglcal
tflow in some of the argu-

-~ mentation. The result is that

Hill lays himself open to the
pettifogging pedantry which
passes for historical scholar-
ship in some circles. e
- Surely there can be no

‘simple equation—radical Pur- .

itanism equals - progressive
ideas—the critics complain..
The point is too obvmus
to merit reply.
Of course, Hill is well
aware that the Catholic

- Descartes laid essential foun-
‘dations for modern thinking -

in the realm of natural
philosophy; of course the

- Royalist Hobbes was the

“foremost materialist thinker -
_,of the ‘century. Hill is well',
~aware of such subtleties im-
-the history of ideas.

But his essentlal con—

relate”some of the essential.

- - ‘ideological changes of the
epoch:-to the. material con-
~ditions

of the bourgeoxs
revolution.

In this he may frequent-
ly exasperate, but more
often he provokes and stim-
ulates, concentrating our
minds wonderfully upon the
origins of many of our own
concepts.

Hill’s book remmds us
how much he and others,
such as Edward Thompson
and Eric Hobsbawm, have
deepened our knowledge of
British history and the social
and economic forces that
have shaped it. -

~ Revolutionary socmhsts
whilst reserving the right to
criticise wrong political pos-
itions, cannot but draw upon
the advanees made by those
histortans . who have been
heavily influenced by the
Marxist tradition,

And Trotskyists must be
prepared to entgr into the
fullest dialogue with those
who have contributed so
much to our understanding.

if“"*’s;se*gifi

McCalman
reviews Some Intel-

into the secular
language of the possibilities

these

this' coHection of
" essays is not to pursue the .
- ramifications of all progres-

- sive trends in thought in the
. seventeenth century, but to
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DOCKERS
VOTE T0

BLACK

LEE JEANS

esses in its demands, the Lee Jeans occupa-
tion has emerged as the principal national focus of the struggle to

Despite certain weakn

defend jobs. Socialist Press visited the Greenock factory and spoke to

the women at the centre of this crucial struggle.

~ The 18-week sit-in
struggle  against  the
closure of the Lee Jeans
factory at Greenock has
taken a dramatic new
turn with the decision of
dockers in ports through-

out Britain to impose a-

black upon the products
~of the V.F. Corporation.

- This will mainly affect
the firm’s goods leaving
Northern Ireland for Scan-
dinavia, their main market.

Helen Monaghan, the fac-
tory convenor told Socialist
Press how she had just
returned from a tour of
Britain’s ports explaining
their case to the dockers—
culminating in a dockers’
conference in London where
full support for the struggle
was endorsed. |

Hesitancy

She explained that their
initial hesitancy to take such
action was because the

SO “omrpes i . - - .
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women occupying  the
threatened plant had hoped
to attract a buyer for the
plant and had been per-
suaded not to take such
action because 1t might
frighten away any potential
buyer. *

. .

. Drastic action

Whilst they had not aban-
doned such hopes, they now
see that more drastic action
was essential to save their
jobs. - |

Not only had backing
come from the dockers but
also from the seamen and

lorry drivers, who are refus-

ing to transport any of the
company’s products from
Cairnryan ferry terminal to
depots in Clydeside.

Helen recognised that
this action might tempt the
management to take more
forceful action than hither-
fo.

They were obviously
afraid of pushing towards a
confrontation with  the

_____

whole trade union move-
ment by attempting to evict
the 170 workers  still
involved in the occupation,
she explained, but they may
now be thinking of applying
for an injunction for the
removal of the workers.
Certainly the occupation
remains highly organised and
disciplined. Control of the
factory has now rested with
the workforce since 5 Febru-
ary and is consistently oper-

ated on a 3 shift 12 hour

rota system.

Financial aid continues
to pour in, in particular
fromn a levy of Clyde ship-
yard workers, though
obviously more is always
welcome, especially since
there will now be no more
cash coming from the closed
Linwood factory and the
struggle is costing £5,000 a
week to sustain. |

- Helen explained that the

llllllll
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stewards’ committee allows
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the security men employed
by the firm to check the
premises twice a day to show
that no damage has been
done—but this 1s purely at
the discretion of the stew-
ards themselves.

The electricity has not
been cut off because of the
gecessity to maintain the

sprinkler system in case of

fire, but ‘bills for electricity
of over £2,000 and for rent
and rates of over £1,000
which have been sent to
them have simply been
ignored.,

Suspicions

One factor that concerns
the stewards is the attitude
of the leadership of their
own trade union, the Tailor
and Garment  Workers
Union. -

Although they have made
the struggle official, some
recent events have aroused
suspicions as to their sincer-
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For instance, when the
company sent out P45 forms
to the workers, the stewards
collected them in, explaining
to the workers that if they
took them to the labour
exchange tnis would indicate
their acceptance of redun-
dancy. | f

Now fresh P45 forms
have been issued-with a
note telling the workers
where to hand them over.

There is more than a sus-
picion that there is a degree

of connivance between
management, government
officials and the union.

leadership in  this _latest

- move. '

Now that the ball has
been set rolling in terms of
blacking action, the issue
becomes that of extending
such action to a complete

—_
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boycott of V.I'. products.

This means persuading
unions such as USDAW to
refuse to handle such goods
at distribution depots and
commencing a boyco.t of
sales of such goods in the
High Street.

A good start was made in
that last week by 40 people

from the Right to Work
campaign at Selfridges in
London.

Helen Monaghan told us
she was hoping to start this
week on drawing up a leaflet
for use outside the High
Street stores, thus extending

the campaign to embrace

and involve the many thous-
ands of people who support
their struggle and would be
only too willing to partici-
pate in securing the victory
they seek.
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Donations and

messages of support

should be sent to
Helen Monaghan,

55 Cambridge Road,
Greenock.
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The
possible

issues of cuts,

at the forefront of the
agenda for this year's

annual conference of the

EIS, Scotland’s
teaching union. Ny

In anticipation of the
large number of resolutions
on these points, the leader-
ship has produced a report
from an ad hoc committee
on the implications of falling
school rolls which, whilst
highlighting  the
ment’s criminal use of falling

biggest

‘rolls to cut education facili-
ties,

jobs and standards,
suggests solutions which are
potentially disastrous.

In particular the proposal -

that more power to fight
cuts should be devolved into

the hands of regional execu-
tives, could open the way to.
a cop out by the national’

leadership when action on an
Scottish basis 1s

ful campaign. |
Two resolutions which

‘are particularly worthy - of

support are those from Dum-
bartonshire on
contracts and from Moray-
shire on the enforcement of
smaller class sizes.

The former calls for the
implementation of a policy

.of refusal to take the classes

of non-replaced fixed-term
contract teachers, -
Almost all  primary

teachers employed in Strath-
- clyde over the past year have
been given such contracts

redundancies
“and school closures stand

govern-

fixed term -

~ Socialist Pl

which deny them any per-
manency or security in their
employment.

Discussions are now pro-.

ceeding on the future of
1,000 such jobs in Strath-

‘clyde and more immediate

threats are posed in other

- regions. The Dumbartonshire

resolution is a  timely
response to these threats and
a decision in its favour at
the AGM would be a step In
the right direction.

The Morayshire proposi-
tion is the sting-in-the-tail
amendment to a resolution
which specifies smaller class
sizes than are at present
accepted under the terms of
the teachers’ contract.

Action

The amendment demands
that if the management do
not accept such class sizes
(e.g. a maximum of 25 in
primary classes, with the
exception of the intake class,
and 25 in the first three

years of secondary) then the

union should proceed unilat-
erally to their implementa-
tion. |

Such a resolution, calling,
ag it does, for action and fix-
ing a date upon it, will be

fiercely resisted by the right -

wing determined to do no

more than make a show of

protest about the cuts and
their impact without com-
mitting the union to a
specific course of action.
The resistance of the

defence of educational facil-

pamphlet on
Southern Africa

Price 60p (including postage) from

WSL. BM Box 5277, London WCIN 3XX- |
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' CUTS HANG OVER
ONFERENCE

ities was exemplified recent-

ly by the decision of the

Glasgow Local Association
Committee of Management
by 22 votes to 15 to refuse
to back the campaign to
defend nursery facilities in
the Gorbals where two nur-
series are under immediate
threat of closure.

This weak-kneed
approach .is in vivid contrast
to  the determination of
parents in that area to fight
to defend and extend
nursery facilities. .

A delegation of the
parents involved 1n the occu-
pation there which began on
Monday last will lobby the
annual conference on its first
day, calling upon delegates
to support their campaign.

The decision of the Rank
and File to allow them to
speak at their fringe meeting
on the Thursday afternoon
shows that at least a substan-
tial number of teachers
favour being involved i a
campaign to defend educa-
tional facihties.

Ansells refuse to accept

maore

NATFHE conference

'81 stepped back from a
fight with the Tory
government. |

Another key issue at the
conference will be the
debate on a referendum on
the question of affiliation to
the Labour Party. The resis-
tance of the right wing to
such a move will have grown
vociferous as an
increasing number of them
have recently - joined the
ranks of the SDP (Shirley
and David Party), the latest
recruit being Keir Bloomer,
silver tongued advocate of
the right wing and now
Assistant General Secretary
Designate of the Institute.

(Increasingly trade union-
ists and Labour Party mem-
bers are asking themselves
whether the Institute HQ at

Moray Place is the Scottish

recruiting agency for the
Sociil Democrats).

Whatever the outcome ot
the vote whether or not 1o
have a referendum, the
debate on Labour
affiliation is only opening up
within the union and will be
pressed tforward in  the
pertod ahead.

Party

The retreat was implicit
in speeches from the Presi-
dent and the General Secre-
tary who both failed to
relate their- contributions to
recent developments in the
class struggle.

Clapped on by the NEC
the dynamic duo engaged in
ant1-Tory rhetoric but

‘refused to outline a strategy

to defend services.

Crucial- recent develop-
ments in the Labour Party
were never mentioned
throughout the conference.
The rebel Labour councillors
were not cited as a possible
focus around wich to build
cwis struggles.

Arms expenditure was
religiously condemned but
the relationship between
Ireland and the cuts was
never explained. |

The President referred

‘to the delegates as ‘freedom

fighters® whilst ruling out of

order two . emergency
motions from Inner and
Outer London concerning.

the  genuine liberation

struggle in the occupied six-\

counties  of
Ireland. N N
Indeed the NEC’s ‘inter-

Northern

natijonalist’ standing ovation .

for the speaker from El
Salvador never threatened to
cross the sea to the H Blocks
of Long Kesh.

Cash limits

NEC members correctly
identified a number of
features of Tory control in
education. By ‘capping the
pool’ they have placed rigid
cash limits on money avail-
able for advanced fturther
education and proposed that
polytechnics and  higher
education colleges  be
centrally funded and con-

ll.

- following
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trotled. |

~ Much evidence shows
that ‘progressive’ education
authorities  have been hit
worst with Inner London
losing a total
million in aid.

Despite these and count-

less other gxamples
illustrated the NEC moved
to delete clauses from
motions which committed
them to mobilise the
membership for strike action
in defence of jobs and
services.

Source of strength

The militancy of the civil
service dispute was praised
but never related to the cuts
struggle as a
strength in a confrontation
with the Tory .receivers
L.abour group
refusal to implement cuts.

4ll cuts resolutions
adopted requested that the
Tories change  their policy
with no perspective towards

Labour groups and councils.

The right wing 1s greatly
assisted. in  its ability to

- aveid the-neeessary. struggle

around the Labour Party by

the - SWP inspired College

Rank and File’ group whose

attitude i1s one of indiffer-

ence to the developments in
the Labour Party.

The SWP’s contribution
to this much needed debate
was a fringe meeting entitled

‘Can the Labour Party bring

Socialism?’ |
Here, they failed com-
pletely to tackle the reality

- of a mass influx into the

[Labour Party and tits left-
ward thrust.

On the pay question,
conference
massive feeling from the

‘sell-out

~ right wing to campaigning in

'Des.pite évery conceiv-
able effort by TGWU
officials to Kill off their

struggle in defence of

jobs, workers at Ansells

brewery voted last week-
end to continue their
dispute and to demand
full support from the
union’s Executive

Council.
Their struggle against the
closure of the brewery with
the loss of 700 jobs and
redeployment for 300 othery
workers has been going on
for 20 weeks.
But  after
attempts to curtaill

repeated
ther

picketing activities and refus-
als -to- mount full scale black-

ing action had failed to crush -~ 181
- ballot papers were sent oul

using company facilities. But

militancy, TGWU
Secretary =~ Brian
Mathers went one step
further and organised his

own postal ballot.

their
Regional

- Stern letter

. “Along with a stern letter
C b from - TGWU . legal  eagic
| .7 Albert Blighton came a note

" from Mathers with a tear-

off ballot slip.

- The questions were out-
wWere .
offered two ‘“‘choices’™. The

rageous.  Workers -
one—to continue the strike
—was worded as foHows:

“[ fully understand thal
the brewery will not re-
open but wish to continue

1o be in dispute with the

company, and accept that as

] 5 result the compensation
N T EEE =
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~ which had been offered will

be withdrawn .

Thus workers looKing to.

continue the fight are asked
to declare in advance that
they recognise they have
lost!

 Company facilities

The alternative —conced-
ing defeat —is worded much
more positively:

“l have reconsidered my
position, and accept that
negotiations should ‘com-
mence for the reopening of
the Aldridge and Gravelly
Park  depots distribution
coupled with the acceptance
of the offer of compensa-

tory payment to those who
_are not reemployed.” |

Not surprisingly these

though this manoeuvre took

more of the momentum out

of the struggle it still did not
kill the miitancy. |

P ast weekend a4 mass
meeting voted to carry on
the -dispute until a - “‘satis-
factory negotiated -~ settle-

- ment’’ is reached. And-the
same- mecting voted unam- - -
mously - to demand a union

inquiry into the conduct of

Mathers and Regional Organ-
- iser Doug Fairburn (who was
also -the subject of bitter
. complaints - following  his

betrayal of the Longbridge 8
last winter).

-
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NATFHE in refreat

delegates against the wide
differentials between
different scales of payment
for lecturers. The mood was
clearly opposed to the pure
percentage claim, much
loved by well paid NEC
members, and in favour of a
claim of £x plus Y% which,
whilst being far from ideal,"
does represent a healthy
feeling from the rank and
file towards greater equality
of pay rates.

Conference passed
motions opposing overseas
student fee increases and
attempts by the government
to cash in on unemployment
by recruiting to the armed
forces.

Important fringe meet-
ings were -held on part-
timers, adult education, El

- Salvador and women’s rights.

A useful gay rights meet-
ing heard Barry Prothero,
the NCCL Gay Rights officer

describing the large number

of cases referred to the
NCCL each week, indicating,

~ of course, that these repres-

ented only a small percen-
tage of cases of discrimina-
tion.against:gays. |

Crucial area

The modest attendance
at this meeting reflected the
immediate need for woik in
this crucial area within the
union.

Over 60 delegates atten-
ded a meeting to discuss
NATFHE affihation to the
Labour Party and a petition
was circulated and well sup-
ported during the confer-
ence.

Prominent Communist
Party - members opposed
attempts to change the rule
allowing the President absol-
ute discretion on emergency
resolutions and spoke against
moves to weaken the
straightjacket of Rule 25
which requires a 51% vote of
all branch members before
the NEC will consider declar-
ing a strike official.

SOCIALIST YOUTH|
Pamphlet
THEIR CRISIS—

1 OUR SOLUTION |

outlining the policies
of the SYL in the
present crisis
Price 30p including {
" postage |
From SYL, EM B6x
5277, London
. WCIN 3XX
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Reselection line
upheld by NEC

| the anti-democratic

The Tory press has

once - again frothed and

flapped at a decision of

the Labour NEC—this
time the decision to
advise constituency

parties to carry through a
genuine rather than a

rubber-stamp reselection
of MPs.

‘The NEC decision—
carried by 15 votes to 9
against the opposition of a
specially flown-in Michael
Foot—does no more than
-advise CLPs of the recom-
mended procedure.

It cannot compel right

wing led parties to open up
its shortlist to more than the
single name of the sitting
candidate: and those right

wingers (Callaghan, Booth-

royd, Faulds, Snape, etc)
who have already come
through such a procedure are
not to be forced to submit
to a genuine reselection,

- Only seven

But in view of the fact
that only  seven out of 630
prospective candidates have
so far been firmly agreed,
the NEC attempt to make
the ‘‘shortlist of one” an
exception to the general rule
will change the conditions
for the majority of rank and
- file Labour Party members
seeking a voice in the selec-
tion of their candidate.

The decision to thus give
concrete form to the reselec-
tion procedure was of course
vociferously opposed both

by the official rlght wing —
Healey, Foot,

as ‘left’

Golding,

Boothroyd, etc—but also by
the wunofficial right wing
which until recently paraded
wingers—Neil
Kinnock, Judith Hart and
Renee Short.

John Golding described
the decision tO 1ssu¢ new
advice as “monstrous”. Far
more monstrous however is
the attempt by the right
wing both at constituency
level and in the Deputy
Leadership contest to make

A cloud of uncertain-
ty still hangs over the
longrunning fight by
Oxford Socialist Press
supporter Ted Heslin to
secure - reinstatement to

the Oxford CLP.

Two vyears of delays,
hearings and appeals even-
tually brought an NEC ruling
that he should be readmitted
to the party, from which he
was expelled by the right
wing GC for selling copies of
Socialist Press.

Dissidents

Local witch-hunters com-
plained again and failed to
implement the NEC ruling.

NEC member Eric Heffer
and National Agent David
Hughes were dispatched to
investigate the view of these
right wing dissidents.

o=

National

conference

WE'VE HAD THE MARCH-NOW
LET'S ORGANISE!

Organised by Leicester Unemployed
- Workers Union

SATURDAY 27 JUNE 10.30-5 00pm
Leicester Polytechnic Students Union

Sessions on Organising the Unemployed
and The Fight for Jobs

Accommodation available on the Friday
and Saturday night

Social events on both nights

Further details 52 Wyville Row, Leicester
or phone 0533 857828

'SUBSCRIBE
to Socialist

‘Rates
.

Trial sub (UK).
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Heslin—to

“short-
list of one” the norm.
Meanwhile the vote by
Birmingham Ladywood CLP
to oust a right wing sitting

Labour MP at the next elec-

tion in favour of left winger
Albert Bore has registered
the first tangible gam of the

- NEW system
is a Blrmmgham,

Bore
City Councillor and a sup-

- porter- of  the Labour Com-

mittee on Ireland.

When they reported back
to last week’s NEC meeting

however, the decision to
reinstate Heslin was upheld.
Assurances |

The local GC has, we
understand, been  called
upon to readmit him to
membership, pending a

meeting with representatives
of the NEC.

At that meeting Heslin

will be asked to give certain
formal assurances on his
conduct.

But since there would be
little prospect ot the NLC

devoting any further time or

trouble to the Heslin case if
he were to remain outside
the Party, and there has
never been any question of
his agreeing to ceasc selling
Socialist Press, this can only
mean that the NEC upholds
the view that it 15 permis-
sable for Labour Party activ-

Civil . service union
leaders, still unable to
summon up the courage
to offer the militant

" stand demanded by their

members, continue their
futile - talks with  the

Tories as we go to press.

The Tories, looking at
the continued refusal of the
union bureaucracy to mount
all-out action and the resul-
tant patchy impact of selec-
tive strikes, have become
arrogantly cocksure.

Thatcher has even insis-

‘ted that they pull back from
the mooted compromise of

offering a further %-1% on
the present 7% offer in

“exchange for more rapid loss

of civil service jobs. She is
determined to beat back this

chalienge to her public
sector pay lumts

“Inquiry”

The best that is on offer

at present is a time-wasting
Royal Commission
“inquiry” into civil

service

the last one of these
two years to

pay:
took over
report back!

Meanwhile the deadline
by which the CPSA and
other unions are committed
to calling all-out stoppages
affecting DHSS benefits is
looming ever closer.

It is the fear of this that
drives the union leaders to
cling so tightly to Thatcher’s
apron strings. Sooner or later
however- the reality must be
faced: only all-out sustained

strike action will defeat this |

Tory government.,

That(,h er

be reinstated?

ists to support and to sell

Socialist Press.

It is far from certain,
however, that the Oxford
right wmg will meekly

accept this verdict.

Like right wingers every-
where, they  Dbelieve in
“democracy’
authority of leading bodies
only when the decisions
arrived at are in linc with
their reactionary views.

Notorious

The - Oxtord GC
comprises some ot the most
notortous right wingers In
the local ldbour movement —
from the anti-union mitlion-
are boss of Pergamon Press
Robert Muaxwell, through
strike-breaking AHA chair-
person Lady McCarthy, to
the witch-hunting  John
Power; now a city and
county councillor, who after
selling his job through volun-

and the

Y abour

tary redundancy at the BL
car plants is now a lone
AUEW member working in a
library . |

Not surprisingly such a
gaggle of scabs and rnight
wingers—with their faces set

against any of the progres-

sive changes now sweeping
through other parts of the
Party--wish at all
costs to keep Heshin (and
if ‘possible other socialists)
oft the Oxford GC. |

It 1s therefore not un-
likely that the latest NIC
letter will be received as yet
another
prolonged prevarication.

The fight for his rein-
statement —the only current
struggle of 1ts kind in the
country --is 4 symbol of the
tight tor socialism in a party
still largely led in many arcas
by forces who have so far
forgotten to join the Social
Democrats.

excuse for

A vear ago

Heslin lobbies NEC

Pergamon iOlll' nalists

The being

struggle

fought by nine sacked

‘Maxwell’s

strikers = against Robert
Pergamon
Press has now been on
for 13- weeks.

Support for the strike
continues to grow. Maxwell
shows little inclination of
being prepared to come (o
the table. He is certainly
smarting, though, from the
bad publicity he has been
getting throughout the
labour movement.

LLast week Pergamon pro-
duced vyet another ‘press
release’ for sending to organ-

~1sations and individuails who

have written to him in sup-
port of the strikers.
This ‘press release’ gives

six reasons why the strikers

‘'won’t be reinstated. These

include the fact that they

have been picketing the gate
(') and the fa that they
have sent out pubhuty
material about the strike to

have been trying to pass
themselves oft as bona fide
“moderate” would-be trade
untonists.

Mr Maxwell, not surpris-

inglv. has  hampioned their
cause. Wi they always
omit from their propaganda,
however, 1s the fact that the
NUJ nationally and locally
has told them that another
chapel is out ot the question

~and that they will have to

come out on strike 1t they
want to join. .
" This bizarre initiative by

the company is, believe 1t or .
not that untypical of .

not,
the ‘'way Pergamon conducts

its  relations - with
unions.

Onc  piece of  labour
~movement support  which

-may be particularly worrying

Maxwell is that from mem-

bers both in publishing and

other tields -ot ASTMS.

The NUJ nationaily has
now written to ASTMS (of
which Maxwell 1s a member)

‘a campaign

trade -

negotiating table,

They are trvintr to organ-
is¢  blacking Pergamon
publuatlons by trdde unions
in libraries and bookshops.

They are also launching
to get ‘NUJ
members who supply copy
to Maxwellowned printers
to transter the work else-
where.

At the same time a
number of initiatives are
under way, through the

Support for the
Percamon strikers
has been forthcom-
ing from the Polish
union Solidarity. |

Less keen

flght forumon rlghis

Printing Industries Commit-
tee of the TUC and through
the Labour Party, to try to

persuade Maxwell to talk,
Meanwhile

office —occupied for

Wages.

The weakest term in the
equation continues to be the
the

print  unions.  If

however to show ROBERT MAXWE of
support are the Pergamon Press thinks Brmsh
Kremlin leaders whol business circles have an

~ trouble . is
brewing again at the London
three
months last winter by the
NUJ in a battle over jobs.
This time the dispute is over

Pergamon strike has demon-
strated anything it 1s that to
defeat an employer like

“Maxwell we need a deter-
mined and united stand.

It is the duty of every
print militant working for
Maxwell to find ways of
forging links with other
printers, in other plants.

- Then we will be in a
strong position to defend
trade union organisation,

jobs and living standards. -

_ axel t,lks
iwith lehenov

o the broader bLlCntlflC and
cultural ties which, he said,

were being positively aided by

Six issues . . . . . . . .. £ 00 ' : ' trade union branches and complaining about Maxwéll’s according to Soviet - , . . _ T
' I.onﬁndge new ”u'“" CLPs. Heinous  crimes  conduct and inviting ASTMS Weekly found time i ' POTLANT .sla‘ke In the publishers like Mr Maxwell's
Six months. . . . £8 00 RIGGED 'INQUIRY’ | md%ed. t(l)' 1‘a_ke the appropriate disci- for personal talks ““‘Pm\ cment 91 “‘ddF and  f{irm. [’crgdmon. . |
| One year £14 .00 | yw ut the company s plinary  measures  against with Maxwell! cconomic relations with the As tar as the Soviet Union is
....... | WON'T REINSTATE response does not stop at - him. . No doubt they W [JSSR. ~ concerned, he said, it h:
Furope: B "'HE HGH‘” propaganda. Meanwhile Pergamon consider that Max- Mr Maxwell was speiki | ' v | . as
Si pe- h R | For some time the com- continue to attack the well’s readiness to R = ' DrdXWell was bpedk}ng always worked for detente, for
X months. . . ... .. £9.00 b - . pany has been claiming that  strikers as politically moti- publish works by in Moscow. during a meeting  strengthening mutual
| it had a large number of vated wreckers with 2 Brezhnev and witch-J¥ with Prime Minister Nikolai | ildi
: S . S . AITBE colal understanding an
Rest of world: people who wanted to’join  viciousness reminiscent of Trotskyists’ M Tikhonov. confid gg dnd bL{lldmg up
~Six months. . . ... .£10.00 the NUJ but were repelied  the McCarthyite period in | puts him on their conhidence between itself and

other countries.

the US Nikolar Tikhonov pomted

Aside from popularising
their strike, the nine sacked
NUJ members are also persu-
Ing more tangible means of
forcing Maxwell  to the

by the behaviour of the
existing chapel.
On closer inspection this®
. A - potential membership turns
Strike now to stop Edwardes! out to be a group of mana-
o gers who (at whose bidding?)

side of the fence!

.Write to the ;W\Orker's | Socialist
League, BM Box 5277, London
WC1IN. 3XX

Soviet Week.ly' May_ 16 1981.
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school meals, health.

otticials. -

Sole exception to this
tide of retreat was the
unofficial  miners’  strike

which forced back the Tory/|

NCB closure plans.

Basking in the glory of
this action which they did]}
to promote were;

nothing

NUM  General  Secretary

Lawrence Daly and York-.

shire leader Arthur Scargill.

blanmes workers

Murray -

It was Scargill’s speech
that made most impact on

many at the rally—=with his

correct call to defend jobs
and occupy factories threat-
ened with closure and his
statement that: = =

“If the TUC gave a lead
and threatened the govern-
ment with direct action we
would get somewhere,

We are not prepared to |
see our children deprived of |
the right to work. If that]

means direct action on the
part of the trade union
movement then that’s the
consideration that our move-
ment will have to give.”

Well Scargill is on thel
TUC General Council: So

(oo ts Ken Gill of TASS,
who 1insisted that “‘the TUC
must make sure that the
momentum 1s not lost”.
Both therefore now have
the opportunity to fight for
the TUC to embark on an
immediate campaign for all-
out action to bring down the
inflexible and savage Tory
government
the discredited right wing
leadership of the Labour
Party (whose main represen-
tative, Dennis Healey, was

roundly booed by Sunday’s

rally ).

Only
cut through the sticky icing

of hypocrisy which coated

speech in Trafalgar
masking the bitter

every
Square,

flavour of betrayal in the

day-to-day policies of the

bureaucrats on the platform.,
We’ve had a bucketful of,

speeches: now let’s see somie

fight to defend jobs, organise f

the unemployed and bring
down this
government.

Publish:ed by Folrose Ltd
tor the Workers Socialist
League, BM Box 5277,

London WC1TN 3X X, Printed
by East End Offset Ltd.,
London E2. Registered as a

newspaper at the Post
Office. Signed articles do not
necessarity = represent  the
Y IBWS of the Workers
Socialist League.

sector jobs have vanished in'
teach-j
ing and social services with-|
out a finger htted by union |

the Republic,

‘and

and drive out’|

such a fight can]|

hated Tory ;'

The South African
government and the cap-
italist class behind it have

been celebrating 20 years

of their apartheid Repub
lic.

Anti-Republic Day Com-
mittees were set up to boy-
cott ‘the celebration and

organise protest meetings.
These boycott commit-

 tees have focussed attention

on the official celebrations -
while black workers and
youth are daily facing in
struggle the real meaning of
and fighting
the real battle against the
bosses’ apartheid state.
The growing strength of
that struggle has meant.that

. the government and capital-

ists do not have much to
celebrate about,

Behind the extravagant
displays and
show of military strength,
lies - the conmfusion and
division of the ruling class in
the face of a black working
class that is moving forward

- on every front.

Struggle

Despite vicious repression
terrible poverty, the
black working class
continues to march on in

struggle, developing its class

- confldence building its
organised  strength, and
extending its demands on

every issue,

AcCross the country
groups of workers and youth
are In struggle. In the motor

industry, thousands of black

workers are on strike.

About 2,000 leyland
workers have been sacked
for striking for higher wages.

Over 3,000 workers at
Ford, General Motors and

Firestone Tyres have gone

on strike to demand rein.

statement  of  victimised
workers. '
Deported
in the crucial mining

industry too,
fighting against the starva-
tion wages and slave labour
conditions, . .

Last week 1600 workers
on a gold mine were depor-
ted to the rural areas after
striking .

In workplaces through-

out the country, workers are-

mobilising to defend the

organisation they have built

in struggle,

Again and again, united
action is Yeveloping in work-
places and in the commun-

ities. Mass resistance has
been mobilised in many
working class  townships

against increased rents.

the massive

workers are

Striking carworkers in Port Elizabe th

Thousands of workers
and youth are daily resisting
the bosses’ pass law system
with its expulsions from the
towns and farming areas into
the bantustan starvation
camps. |

Militant battles

In the schools and on the
streets, working class youth

~are waging militant battles
- against government attempts

to  control
them.

The upturn in the econ-
omy which has been based

and discipline

almost entirely on gold is

beginning to stageger under
the pressure of the world
crists of capitalism.

The massive profits of
the last two years are threat-
ening to develop into 4
crisis ot profits.

Facing a developing ¢con-
omic crisis, the capitalists
and their government are
increasingly forced to attack
even the termible ¢conomic
position of black workers.

This capitalist drive to
protect profits is also torcing
them to weaken the relative-
ly privileged economic posi
tion of white workers on
whom they have tradition-
ally relied as crucial allies in
the control ot the biloack
working class.

jon and

The recent white
elections were organised by
the governing National Party
as part of Hs attempts to
strengthen  its base  of
support In preparation tor a
mounting attack on the
black working class.

There was a  massive
swing of support to ultra-
rightwing  rcaction. The
ultra-right has.been able to
exploit the growing contus-
dissatisfaction
amongst  white  workers
making the black workers
the scapegoat for the threats
tacing white workers.

- The capitalist class is less
and less able to rufe through
the old forms, but it is also
impossible tor them to tind
new forms of rule stable and
strong enough to control the
forward movement ot the
black working class.

Challenge

Black workers are more
strongly mobilised, organi-
sed. united and determined
than ¢ver before,

Their mounting dav-to-
day struggies are posing the
greatest ever challenge to the
capitahist state.

It 1s by developing these
struggies that 4 movement
will be built to defeatr the
bosses” republic.

But there s

no developed leadership to
meet the urgent needs of the
sttuation,

Some union ledders are

acting to hold back struggle

when the clear need is to
drive forward.

Time and again, these
leaders  lcave  groups of

workers to struggle in isola-
tion when there is a ready

‘basis for organised united
actron. ) '

Other union  leaders

support  the mihitancy of

workers and the action
workers are already taking -
but fail to give a Jead for
developing and strengthening
action and demands.

- And the traditional black
- nationalist ANC leadership is

tcthng the working  class
which i1s stronger than ever
to rely not on its owin
strength, but on the
gucrriltas and their action.

At a time of growing
muass struggle, ANC leaders
have launched a campaign of
propaganda sabotage actions
Thoir call tor a general strike
was backed up not by mass
agitation but by sabotage to
halt trains taking workers 10
work .

These ANC leaders have
attracted thousands of cour
ageous mibitapts from  the
ranks of the werking class

but are leading them away

from the place and action
where the real challenge to

the bosses is being built—

the daily
workplaces
class communtties.

struggle in the

(WPMAWU),

and workmg

b

The mass action of the
“rking class has done more
1. one year to shatter the-
confidence, deepen the divis-
ions, and weaken the grip of -

the ruling class, than 20
years  of ANC armed
struggle.

The ANC leaders contin-
ually try to harness and

- shackle the great revolution-

ary strength of the working
class to their struggie for a
reformed capitalism. |

With productlon organ -
ised for profits and profits
dependent on cheap black
labour, the fact is-that capit-
alism in South Africa ~how-
ever it may be re organmised -

could never meet the basic

needs of the workers.

Even in the imperialist
democracies like . Britain,
capitalism is forced to attack
the democratic rights and
living standards won by
workers’ struggle.

Class strength

The task must be- to
develop the independent
class strength of workers and
youth, to strengthen the
defences against a more and -

-more desperate ruling class,

to take forward struggle
behind the strongest actions
demands and organisation,

The existing leadership is
an obstacle to this vital task
—a new leadership must be
built in the struggle.

Messages of support to

the British Leyland strikers

should be sent to NUMARW,
2 Goodhope
Street, Bellville South, Cape
Town and messages of sup-
port to the Firestone '
workers to Government Zini,
Ford Cortina, Struandale
Plant, Port Ehzabeth

Both our Monthly Fund and our Spec:al Fund

seem to be running into trouble. With some money
for the May Monthly Fund still in the post, we have
so far received only £546.00—over £300 short of our
target! We really must make an early start to the June
fund and tr, to ensure that we don’t fall short by
} such a large amount during the coming month.

The £2 500 Special

Fund seems also to have

ground to a halt once again. The total stands at
£1230.00. So we also need to give a boost to this
fund urgently if we are to get back on target for
raising the full £2 500 by the beginning of the

Summer School in Ju]y

Money for either fund should be sent to:
Socialist Press Fund

BM Box 5277 London WClN 3XX.
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