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) The “contest for "t'h.ev
_ deputy

~ leadership of
‘the Labour Party is a-
battle between‘the advo-

cates of democratic control -

and ‘accountability = and
the die hard defenders of

‘bureaucratic  _ arrogance.
Nothing could more
clearly have confirmed
this than the events last
. week - the TGWU’s
| 'B'ennial o Delegat.eCon- -
ference. :

The leading bureaucrats

on the latform had lamly'.

given some kind of promise
to Michael Foot that—
come what may —the Con-

ference would not vote on

~ Tony - Benn’s candidacy.

~ But they knew from the |
. outset that they could not

hope to secure ‘majority
“support for their attempts

- to . exclude delegates at

_the union’s - "highest

- policy- ‘making y from
the decision on~ ow to
“cast the TGWU s 1.25

mllhon votes in October.

‘So 'in order to secure the
result. they ~wanted, the
bureaucrats ‘had to_ride.

hshod: - over the

*Ceon _erenee mampulann:g"'

" the

asxde ' |

.' and | Sldne

":Itmmd atself %m -

emerge

Healey -—-Deputy
Leader of the
:_Party—-addressed a feeble
fringe meeting of 28 plus
a vocal dozen left wingers

Labour

attending to heckle. The

meefing called to support‘

Benn —the challenger-—

drew,

Mikardo, Denms Skinner
‘Bidwell.

In the confereme 1t.self

fox: a vote “to 39‘“1 were
- ruled out of order !

addiuon the [

in contrast, an
.enthusmstlc crowd of over
300 delegates ‘with stand-
‘ing ovations for the plat-

form  which included Ian
was toc

& whenite_‘

a3 wate . &c& of Gw

gag the conference and fly
in the face of the clear
-mood of the membership.
From - the chan' Stan -
Pemberton ruled m favour
“of the Standing Orders.
- report that sm(,e amend-
ments had been tabled
calling for support to Benn,
there was. no basis for an
_emergency  resolution.
Faced. with - this bare-
facled burfhaucragllc m:\m-
pulation e o 10D
i'nallen ge the (:.‘.?1&11'
Cowley dele ate Alan
Thomett did. sg: but with
. the ‘issye havmg extended

onn. by . | beyond the ‘question of
S_gg.‘umby &;"::ke? amt_&; Benn to embrace the
‘response. ~ . authority of the exmhng
wley delegate Bob -~ leadership, only a  few'

o Fryer wasaccused of . delegates were prepared
P) ‘g _ to support this ¢ -
G:ammn . &an ‘Broad Left’ and” Com-"
Pemherwfr ‘when  he. muhn “Party . supponers

devoted - hal:f ine wﬁm- ~who _had—after . -some, .

debaie —~voted unammous- |

.....

}x pn-the first evening to -
“-back & -challenge . to the -
- ryling-on_Benn, crumbled. .
A ,mthecmnch
| TGWU
b acy amn}y goated
. ats the smcess of its man-:"

oeuyres: There.was xmzned-

A blow had certn.m!y

been struck at the Benn hthe T

ca.mpaxgn ~check1ng

Healey
both to class: action against
" government and
the. fi for - altarnmve

"~ momentum- at ‘a’ pom socxahsﬁ pohdiea i the-

*Where the 'PGW;; vote

"But it has poon done. o

tfemendous cost : to-‘the
rmuge -of . t.ha TGWU
dershlp wzthin tha |

union 8

f!%e and the cmaggapye

Labeur

"Alex Klteon as cha:r-f'

man of the ‘Labour: Party -
will no doubt be warmly

thankeddy Footforiﬁa_

urts- {0 secure
" Benn's ‘defeat: bwt as the
pressm_bndds ‘up within -

-Once” again the B : the - working " class ‘Kitson
;fuwmwsn; wt -, and " his - Bureaucratic
the eonihict betwm tlw ., colle

amlvv'ezuf~ m mezu ng
water,- |

. press —is

The grously mmnamed
‘““Representation of the

Peo le B’ wwgmmrw
m -‘-v—

tlnrd and final re
the Commons last Friday
by amaé rity of 108 votes.
ill which prevents'
convicted prisoners serving
more than 12 months from
standing for Parliament
was amended to prevent

‘political prisoners born in

Northern Ireland but serv-
ing sentences in the Repub-

hc from stand:sg.

Meanwhlle as an eighth

prisoner in the H Blocks of |
Long Kesh joins the h

strlke the condltmn of . oe

McDonnell 52 days on

hunger strike as we go to

] _deteriorating,

- rapidly. He "is unable to
 leave his bed and suffers
" from dizzy spells 'an_d .

~ blurred vision. o

The previous four hunger

strikers. survived between
- 59 and 66 days so Joe
-,McDonnell has only a few

days to live unless the
British government can be

forced tg back down from

thexr mtranszgent stand in

~trade unin:

. Concannon's.
: thh the Toma

refusing i to meet the pnaon
ers' ﬁve demands.
The: taske- of foreing: the

-S‘F  to back down canmot-—
and must not be left to the

hunger strikers ‘and their
supporters in the - 8ix
counties.

Every socmhst every.
R htant in
N*m'.ly take
“apport  of

Britain mi
up the figr
the hunger striz. rs.-
Resolutzons _must be
tabled in\trade union and
Labour Part branches
demanding that. the

-'LabourPart break from its
" bi-partisex: etand with the

Tones amil (nstead back the

struggle for political status

and for the irime liate with

- drawal of British troops

from Northern Iréland.
One. nnportant “way '9.f,

~'advancm% ign 19
through e bmldmg the

on Ire.

| .land to zaobdme the grow-

oppositin within

'La ur Party at Foot: md .
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Because of 1ts milit-
ary government, which
_has suppressed the work-
mg class in a-manner that
is. barbaric even by South

American -
. Uruguay has been called

“the “torture chamber of

Latm America’.

‘However at one time it
was stable, prosperous and
‘with a comprehensrve wel-
fare system.

‘The. existence of these
conditions was dependent on
Uruguay’s exports, and when
the market for these was
- reduced the economy went
into sharp decline.
| Thrs was not helped by a
‘flight of capital’ ’from the
country.

Polarrsatron

Class harmony gave way

to - class ' polarisation and

when workers mobilised to

“defend their living standards
“the . .government .
tr:oops to break strikes.

The excuse - for - this
repressron .of workers was

_the- activities- of the Tupa-

' aros guemlla - group,
desprta ﬂre ‘fact: that - they

~had little working class base. .

~An - .xesponse .10 - . wide-
spread labour unrest, the
. present m:htary government

. tervened in 1973 and since
then:has carried ‘out a cam-

pargn -of systematlc repres-

sien agamst the workmg-

S | 2 leader
WPoland before the luly
Party C.:« ss. - This is

ety e M move - 1o
* pressurise ‘Polish Com-
munist Party members
:mto supporting the exist-
. ing Stalinist bureaucracy. .

The visit. follows a series -

of Soviet newspaper articles
referring to a supposed West
-German plan to saatch a part -
“of Poland. N
- Srmﬁar | artrcles have
_appeared in- Hungary as well

standards,

“with

sent  in

= se_cure B

‘to. influencs

class similar to that of Pino-
chet or Videla. . -
- All polmcal partles are
illegal or ‘“in recess”
hundreds of members of left
wing parties have

This figure is even worse
when once considers that
Uruguay’s population is only

three million.

Reprisals

At present, resistance is
minimal and is always met
| swift reprisals. The
National Confederation of
Workers (CNT) has been
made illegal and its leaders
imprisoned.

Many thousands of trade
unionists have been arrested
and tortured. The govern-
ment -has attempted to
replace independent working
class organisations with
‘vellow’ - trade unions con-
trolled by the state, but on

its own admission has met

with little success. -
A new labour code was

drawn up in 1979. Its main
aim. was ‘the replacement of -
the concept of class struggle

and the national disunity it

_implies . with cooperatron

between capital and labour’.
“The code,

rejected by ‘Uruguay’s

-'mrhtant bank workers :
Despite their apparerltly
the

posrtlon

' as statements from the CC of ~
" the Hungasian CP about the .-

“couater-revolutronary
developments.

. And the Czech CP leader-
- .ship -has sent a-letter’'to the
 Polish party “siriiflar to that

sent. two weeks ago by the
—-Soviet leadrnhrp |

"They are clearly ‘hoping

that are taking place to the
Congress where the pro-
Moscow - elements around

Grabski are battling it o;rt‘ |
ele-

with  the reformist

ments.
| In the background to all

Y

and

dis-
appeared or been murdered. |

pretext of a

~which -also
" banned trade umomsts from
- political activity, was con-
demned by the ILO and

often overlooked

‘the ~elections

- been holding
ful prcket of t,ho Ira nian

Uruguayan generals are con-.

scious that they are in an
isolated position and have no
significant support from any
section of society. v

They therefore propose
to  make way for a civilian
government that will not
threaten their interests.

This plan, called the
Chronogram involves- elec-
tions this year and a new
constitution.

It also means a restnc-
ted role for the two tradi-
tional political parties, the
Colorados and the Blancos
(who are so fractionalised
that they have no ideolog-
ical cohesion). |

The
mean only minimal liberalis-
ation, and in fact will only
serve to legitimise existing
oppression (all left wing
parties will still be illegal).

- —

It has, however given the
USA an excuse to resume

arms sales to Uruguay on the
“return to
democracy”, and Uruguay

may well be a partner in a

: posmble US-backed South
- Atlantic Alliance with South

Africa and Argentina.

The - military coup of -
1973 was a major defeat for
- the Uruguayan working class-

and there ‘has only been
slight resistance from inde-

pendent working class organ-
isations who can only exist

m exile or in secret. |
"7 . Although the struggle of- .

Uruguay’s working class 1s

the- verbal threats the Sovret

bureaucracy is: still consider- -

ing invasion, weighing up the

 changes takmg place in the

CP.

anniversary of the suppres-
sion' of food riots in which

74 people were Kkilled and

soldiers who refused to frre

- on them executed.

Today s mass movement,

which is profoundly affect-

ing developments in the
previously reliable Commun-

ist Party is what disturbs the
- Soviet bureaucracy.

At - the demonstration
Lech Walesa said that the

 “mistake” of the workers in
- 1956 was to go out on the
. streets. He spoke of “tactical

. The
Socrety of Manchester ‘had

‘Mushm Sndents,

-8, peace~

Chronogram will

. In'Poznan, a demonstra--
tzon of 150,000 took place
~on Sunday to mark the 25th -

favour e

| not

ment”.

0f sumlar stmggles in- the -
region, their fight is the same - -
as i Chﬂp, ﬁnd,-_a

fight
.. Argentma. ~
The defeat | of h

military ‘regime will take a
_ long time, but can. only be
- achieved by Uruguay’s work- =~
-ing class, supported by inter-
-natronal workmg class sohd# e
anty B NP T Ry

-

mlstakes” and reiterated his
-strong -support ~for - Party
leader Kania and the neces- -

sity for_ “strolng govem—
Walesa is. wrong. It is
“tactical. mistakes’
which prompt Soviet retali-
ation but the very existence

"of a mass movement of
workers independent of the

bureaucrats.

"~ The challenge to the
state’s right to shoot down
food rioters is a challenge

" that threatens all the Eastern
 European bureaucracies. |
| It poses the necessity for

the working class to organise
_its own defence militias and

to extend the appeal for

class solidarity to workers in

L

- =

- the other deformed workers -

states

LY

Iranian students

Manchesterconsulate
every day since June 15,
opposing the wave of

: represaon m Iran and -the.

'gfesndent Bam—Sadt

v W A S et w8 e o W

a strike

the
Workers’ Union should apply
for: admissionto.-a govesn-. -
‘ment-sponsored
couneil.

agreement

three - with 5au8mg p

Al six -face -the 7.

On June 25 as prckets dangér OI deportatlon ‘andss
" . dispersed they were follow- -

rhick qollld mean - .-ed .by

ok

Black trade umomsts

at Col te-Palmeolive in

South Afnca have forced

management 10 recogmse |
their union. - \

an overwhelmmg

vote by Colgate woikers for .
to back ‘their
employers

After

demands, the
dropped ‘their insistence that
Chemical Industrial -

‘ Victory -

A detailed recognition

which is affiliated to the
Federation of South African
Trades Unions. |

The firm’s industrial rela-

“tions manager admitted that:
“The move towards in-

plant bargaining is a move

- one cannot easrly reverse in

the short term.’ N
This victory wil no

. doubt further the determin-
‘ation of South Africa’s black .
- . working class to defeat the |

. and two. of theu' aasaxlants AR

were arreded..
. Three
charged wit

- ~execution. "The -
- '—~Br1trsb hbotlr movement """
of  the oonsulate—~armed - must - act o defend tbe
.~ Ser ewdnvers A m brolre tbeﬂ’ 1‘9}“89 ;.J'f“i-
-out I the mnrmty in.- T

’ w‘\rch eventuany six prckets '

-and

T A e A A S N e e e

~ mdustnal -

| is now to be
negotiated with the union,

ot

’Workers Qa:.;ahs} i.eague

Tt Tees e -

wave ‘of victirhisations and
-other attacks on their shop
floor - organisation and con-

- solidate the strength of their R
mdependentumons. e e

Trotskylst |nternatronal

“The Cnsrs of
Imperlallsm

and Stallmsm

.

Seven davs ‘of léctures. and drscussrons on bastc Q“‘;;‘““S )
ol Marxism and the fight to reconstruct " the: M“;;
Fourth lntematronal ending wrth the Fwon Con o

the British WSL and. lCI. s “ bl .

= A series of more basic lectwasmdﬁrmm “" ""d,j

samulraneouslv with the main jectures. . ; N

..There will_also be. fitms, fringe mmtmyson W“, g B

ari- Iristr-evening-and-other mofe. mfama! activities as: aa S

a*‘”eran social onSaNrda evening. -
To'fd oost 4n,clud;ngy transporf by’ approvad M !ﬂ'
2’ fo: me weeir Ewgher detark can. be @ 'm

BM Box 3277,

e e e I . . N ".--. Lk . . \lf.v. "~~‘::.. ? r -ﬂ .'

P -
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“Todos al uelo' .

(Everyone - on

issued to the Spanish

members of parliament
by - Lt-Colonel

" Cortes at the start of the
attempted military coup
d’etat-on February 23.

- And, politically speak-
ing, ‘that’s where they have
stayed ever since.

~Ever since the
attempt, Spain’s ‘demo-
cratic’ politicians, whether.
of the right wing government
‘party, ‘the Centre Demo-
cratic Union, or the oppos-
ition Socrahst and Commun-

coup

Tejero .
when he invaded the -

the
ground') was ‘the order

ist Parties have reacted to .

the coup by making one con-
cession after another to reac-
tion and to the military.

- Despite revelations-of the
‘wide extent of the plot made
by the Spanish bourgeois
press still only 33 military
and Guardia Civil (para-
military police) officers are
under arrest. And they are

allowed
court and make public
political statements from
their places of detention.

Everywhere in the
country the powers of the

military, armed- police. and
civil guard have been streng-

thened, especrally in the
Basque country which is
under virtual military
occupation.

The bank seige in Barce-

lona four weeks ago wasone

It looks as
irnpossible the unthink-
able in politics—the solu- -
tion the most powerful
political figures said they
would never accept—is
‘about to take place in
Italy.

little to stop Giovanni Spad-
olini, leader of the miniscule .
Repubhcan Party, a non-
Catholic = bourgeois party,
becoming Prime Minister of
Italy’s -
government. -

i Last weekend’s regional
election results for the large
municipal councils had the
‘effect in the topsy turvy :
| world:.of’ Ita.han politics of; -
strengthenmg Spadollm,s
‘chances of survrvmg a vote™

] of confrdence m the parha-

‘ment.
Impasse

- bécause’ the

1. Rep ubhcan Party got about -
2.5% of the vote. N9, that’s

| not a misprint but an: eXpres-

-. | sion-of the terrible impasse -
= fof- poirtrcal leadershrp in: the

" | Halian bourgeoisie. e
It leads at present to the

law: the smaller 1s - your
party the more likely you
-are ‘become .- Prime .

Mmlster

The Republicans,

to hold political

if the

There now 1ooks very.

forty-first post-war

example among many of the
way
right
police forces are on the ram-
page in Spain.

in which fascist and
wing military and

The government’s official

‘explanation of the seige as-
non-pohtrcal work’ of crimin--7*
als is universally regarded as -

Taughable.

In the face of govern-
ment weakness and the
abject surrender of the

opposition workers’ parties,

although tiny, experienced

the electoral advance in last
week’s poll which - was
‘common to . all the partles
~which have : been: in alliance
with the. Christian Demo-
" crats in recent Italian ‘Centre
Left’govemments -

Ad’vances

But by far.. the  main
gainer in the polls was the
Socialist Party which made
striking advances against the
 Christian Democrats almost

- everywhere and even in some
‘places against the Commun- -

ist Party, though in most
places the Communist Party

held onto their share of the -

- poll and even. increased it a
. little comp
hamentw elections:in. 1979.

‘Everywhere the Christian
Democrats Ttaly’s majority
.right ‘wing party tainted by -
mnumerable scandals and by

losers.
At this low ebb m thelr

fortune& therefore, evenithe -

Chnsttan Democrats who -
- had previously regarded it as

ent .fosced -to- accept. that -
- there shall be-a non-(‘hrlsttan
Demtociat Premier. .
And they prefer someone
like Spadolini whose party
can .never .expect to be a
major electoral thrgat to the
overweeningly am bn ous

‘Were.
Amp licated in a.new mﬂrtary

ared ;with the par-. -

Spain has become more than
ever the.fief of the tranco-

ist armed forces and police
to behave as they please.

It is against that context

“that the arrests of last week

must be seen. Three officers
arrested for 1 being

plot _one of them was; along

with Col. Tejero, part of a
much publicised.

4 plot Operation Galaxy.

previous

And three Civil Guards

Bettino Craxi, leader of the-
- Socialist Party who is clearly
‘hoping to become the Italian
Mitterand and whom_ for

that reason the C):mstlan

Democrats fear.
And so. for the same

~ reasens do the Communists.
* The Italian CP nominally 1s

in opposition to the recent
Centre Left governments.

They are demanding to .
~ be let into government them-
- ‘gelves and will make use of

the French precedent to
strengthen this demand.

- with  a

Guard

were arrested in Almeira and

charged with manslaughter.
This was in connection

case which has

become a national scandal.

Three youths were killed

when, according to the Civil
the car they were
travellmg in went off the
road after their arrest for
suspected terrorism. It was,
said the police authorltles a
tragic accident. |

A later autopsy showed. |

Everyone in Ttaly remem- - |

bers that the- Italian: Com-
munist Party were excluded
from the post-war national
coalition government at the.
start of the Cold War 'in -

1948 just as the- French -} -

. Communist. Party were. And:
- now the French (‘ommumstsv '

—much nearer to. Moscow

.. than- their -Italian. counter-
parts—are back in govem-

. its record in. office were: the ment

Relatrve strength

But ‘the Ttalian cp: a]so'.

] knows thaft# proneer of Furo~

vvvvvv

- unthinkable.are at-the m;om-,
.not at

present much chance
wof “its beirig-brought.into an-
Italian govermment because .

of its relative strength corn-;;.-‘

pared with the French CP.

"~ While the French CP has
joined Mitterand’s adminis--

tratton after a major clec-

- many

toral setback and
foreed. - to “take.:a back - seat, .

. the: Italian CP . has ‘shown .
Socialist . .
P -;advances it is stlﬂ capable of .

that,  despite .
...getting two to three times as
votes, in- electlons as
ghe Italian Socrahst Party. it

- would therefore. have a front . _
that Spadohm i$  a’‘much

“Prime |

- seat -ip -any government it ‘_
- T very severe

beeame part of:

.« + . -So, until .the bourgeome

deude ‘that. they . cannot
aveid this. solution— and CP
leader Berlmguer feels that
moment may not be far
away -the Communists -are
content  to  influence the

il et —

il

"that the

is thlis "

youths had been
tortured and had died from
bullet wounds: in the head
and chest. When arrested
they were on their way to
their first communion.
Although the Civil
Guards indicted for their
‘manslaughter’ are the first
to be arrested on criminal

 charges for many years, this

move is not a decisive step
against the criminal activities
of the police and military.

‘Social Contract’

Because it pales into

insignificdance in the face of

the rapidly growing
examples of ‘manslaughter’
such as happened in Almeira.

The UCD government has
lost all ability to control
this. And the opposition
though it has been forced
into public protest at the

- Almeira case, maintains its

sycophantic posrt_ron about
the institutions of
Spanish state, including the
army and the monarchy.

And in the economic
sphere the two main unions
have just signed a new ‘social
contract”” with government
accepting in effect major
wage cuts as a solution to
the growing economic Crisis.

Inflation . is expected to

~ be at least 12% and is now

running at 16%. In the Social
Contract the unions (Com-
munist and Socialist) accept
a limit on wage increases for

the next year of 9-11%.
| In exchange they get the -

com po sition of the Centre
- Left governments: -through -

vary ing
opposrtlon

there is no- doubt

that they, 3.ke the Christian

Démocrats “have advised the

the

their degrees of -

‘vaguest of promises fmm' the
govemment to create more

jobs. g
- But in fact in the last
year officially registered

unemployment has gone up
to over 1.7 million which
makes it at 13.5% one of the
highest rates in Western
Europe. -

Unable to answer any of

the economic problems, the
government led by Leopoldo
Calvo Sotelo tries to present

‘itself as the defender and

extender of democratic
rights.

The - only achievement it
can point to however is the

law passed last week, against

- Catholic Church opposition,

- brought

permitting - divorce,
completely. banned by
Franco.

The law however has
produced a significant split
in the UCD itself and almost
certainly brings to an end
even the apparently reform-
ing intentions of the govern-
ment. It has no intention for
example of legalising abor-
tion which remains com-
pletely illegal in Spain.

fPara:lysed' "

. The ‘democratic’ politic-
ians who dropped to the
floor-of the Cortes on Feb-
ruary 23 have become para-
lysed long before they have
even.
democratic rights to-Spain.

And around them the?d

power of  the military and .-

in Italian history.

- The hour, however, could
easily be cut to a mmute
because the major partres—
the Communists and the

) Christian Democrats—though

they both want Spadolini te |
" be Premier’ today, both just

~as- much want hnn to fail

quite soon.
"And so, of course does

Craxr who more ‘than any-
one is in a posrtron to precip-

_ 1tate Ita]y into new general

whether Spadolrms govern-

" what"
d - "._-._,_farlure will bring it down and
11 - which. of the three: larger
.. ) parties this. will bepefit? - .

-l -_4-.fa11ure in the relatrvely short'

- all these

Socrahst‘ Presrdent Pertini

" mibre’ acceptable
Minister’ ‘fhan 1he amtmrbus.

| _(‘rax t. '
’So for-all these P‘f’wmful"

political

reasons, barrmg -another

scandal it .looks as if Spado-

lini is about to have his hour

LA o

T
¢ .

elections, - especially - now
that he knows that his party

may . gain. something. from

hem
Well, one of the great
certamtres of Italian politics

- is that Spadolini will fail.
" Even so close to the Vatican’
there is a limit to- pohtrcal

miracles.

The not

question - 1sf

ment even if it takes ofg’rce

“will fail, nor really when it.

‘will fail but how it will fail —
‘sc¢andal o1 policy

The- certamty -of -

run‘comes not basically from .

try’s deepemng econom:tc

and. socral erisis. =~ =

After a mrm-boom in the

economy in éarly. 1980 a

recession “has -
now set: m

unemployment -

__ " This - represents
one in ten of the workforce

Healey

rts «m Naples a.

‘party- political -
_ manoeuvres but from the
- growing failure of Itahan“
- capr.tahsm to-solve the. coun- -

Next month it
is almost certain that the-.
figure - will .-
rise above the 2 million mark

_even on official figures. . -
almost -

\- Pdge 3

pohce and fascrsts is growh%_
ing and. so are the economlc'

problems. _
Only a courageous and_
decrsrve lead. from  the

workers’® organisations could -
avert the trend towards mili-
tary dictatorship and a

- renewal of - full blooded
Francoist rule.

But the Socrahsts “the
largest opposition party, are
now hardly dlstmgmshable
from the UCD in their
official policies. They merely
promise to do the same
things (prosecute ‘terrorists’,
investigate the coup- and

 pursue economic austerity)
-with more energy than the

UCD.

Events In France do not
appear to. have made the
Socialist: leader  Felipe
Gonzalez want to become
even the Spanish Mitterand.
He appears more set on
being the Spamsh Denms

.~ :..‘
I
.. .- ¥ N

ey -4

bourgeois Easgecd

and in some areas of the
South the figure is  very
much higher than ' this,
especially among the youth |

The bourgemsre s only |
,solutron to the -crisis, as{
everywhere ‘¢élse, - is- ‘more
austerity and” cntbacks and
an attack on _.the. limited
sliding scale of wages won by |
working class strugglé. 3

And there are growing
signs that by -parliarnentary
democratic forms of govern- |

ment they cannot :control §

the social and pohﬁcal reac- |
tions which thelr potrcres :

‘provoke.
The Italian CP hopes that

“in the end it will be called in | |
to help. Last Week’s elec-

tions, however, produced'.
- two srgns that thrs plan-may }
be going awry before it has

- even been put th operataon 1

at a national Ievelr BRI |
One  was" ‘the- rate of 1}
abstentlons which,” at 20%,

was very high for Ita]y, illp- L
strating a growing disillusion |
with pehticlans of -any f; s

shaﬂe .
“The secon& was the result
crty -of ‘astro<-|

nomrc levels
sment: and ~homelessness

“where  in receut months a |

militant mass movement of -
homeless and ]obless people |.
“have clashed = continually
“with the Communist Party
dommated local council. . _ .
S It was ‘here -that - “the
Commvmst “Party - suffered
. major electoral setbacks. The } \
boutgeoisie will be wonder-
ing.whether theJ,talran Com- |
munists.-will ch good 1
pohcemeﬁ afi%re”q

plam

'ciothes drsgmse s already- B
_too obvrous’ . Ok

of unemploy—_- .



With the TUC’S refor-

| inist blind alley of the
Peoples

"March well

‘behind them, the unem-

-ployed began the steps

‘towards a united national

'--_-orgamsatxon last Satur-_
day.

* g

The national conference

"'";..called by ‘Leicester Unem-
 ployed Workers Union on-
““the ‘theme “We’ve had the
-.march, now let’s organise”
- drew 125 delegates from
“groups of ‘unemployed and
- unemployed o
,;;-gjthroughout the country

- centres

Tee-shlrts

. -!*

i

fowns Were represented rang-
ing from . Edinburgh, New-
.castle;

4_,”_In all groups from 32

.Rochdale, Liverpool

and Hull in the North to

. Coventry, Telford,-Nuneaton
and Gloucester' in -the - Mid- -
_-‘;-ian_ds ‘vith- 2’ large number
. of . groups Tattending from
London and the South East.
=" Not -

.number of delegates were

sufprisingly a

still weanng the tee-shirts

. they’d wom on the Peoples »
March. -

_ The central dlscu831on of
‘the oonference was on how
to build a national organisa-

‘tion “of the unemployed and

what . the aims of such. an

| orgamsatlon should be.

.took the microphone - to

Delegate after delegate

denounce the failure of the

trade union leaders to take
up any serious fight against

- The

- anti-fascist
le in Coventry has

Tory policies and against

unemployment.
As Scott Reeve, one of
the London delegates,

pointed out: .

“We are totally opposed
to the TUC guidelines. We
hope to have an unemployed
workers’ centre in our area
in the next two months, but
run totally by the unem-
ployed themselves, |

“We don’t want that
centre run in a passive way.

-We want it run in 2 militant-
- minded

way—the unem-

ployed fighting for

benefits, figh
against redundancies.”

ting

- This view was echoed by
- Chris

from the
unemployed

‘Erswal
Tuebrook -

-~ workers centre in Liverpool.
.~ There, they were organis-

ing a labour movement
inquiry into the needs for

their
rights, fighting for improved
 state

public services, calling for an
expansion = of the direct
labour workforce, and for a
major programme of useful
public works.

The main resolution at
the conference, which was
(in amended form) adopted
overwhelmingly, called for
the immediate establishment
of a delegate-based national
steering committee of unem-
ployed workers’ groups.
-1t spelt out the need for
all local groups to fight for
demogratic control of TUC
centres by the unemployed

- themselves, and the need for

the unemployed to take up
the fight against job losses

by supporting workers’ occu-
- pations, picket lines, etc.
A statement of aims was
- also .adopted, which -drew

out the need for the unem-
ploved to actively fight

a . complete

~and

racialism also the
phoney = “job  creation”
schemes. |
This was also adopted
overwhelmingly .

Perhaps the most impor-
tant decision of the confer-
ence however was to pre-
pare for a national confer-
ence in the autumn at which
national
structure could be adopted
as the launching point for a.
national Unemployed_
Workers Union. -

“Trade unionists through— .. |

out the country should
1mmed1¢1tely raise resolutions

in their branches supporting -

these important

ments amongst . the unem-

ployed and demanding that - [ RRRRERERESEE
~ Trades - |t

Councils give full rights to -

-Unemployed Workers Umon

develop-

the TUC  and

branches.

Flghtmg for Irish

Leeds North East CLP

| has set the pace in pass-
ing -an anti-imperialist
' motion on Ireland for
year’s

debate at this
Labour Party conference.

Carried by 20 votes to
5, the motion was for-
warded as the constituen-
cy’s resolution  to the

has agreed to send out a
statement to shop stewards,

conference as a result of

INS IN FIGH
INST RACISTS

made gains inside the
‘labour movement over
‘the last ten days.

Coventry Trades Council,

following a discussion on the

"need for the labour move-

Malone

ment. to act, has set up an
elected sub-committee to
investigate and initiate ways
in which the fight against

- racism can be taken up on

the shop floor.
As a start the secretary

18 June Sheila
was viciously

On

attacked by fascists in The

~ Other Bookshop where she

works. |
The fascists who were In

- the shop ostensibly to buy

B badges suddenly
out a cosh and hit Shexla on

skull and

ulled

her
her

the head, fracturing

leavi

'lymgma lofblood

" d SS head.
m “ e
NSD 3 Death to IRA
lovers and all Communist

left a

covenors and District Com-

mittees to note the recent
racist attacks and murders,
the growth of fascist activity
and the need to take a class
stand on these issues. - |
The National Union of

Teachers has also set up a
sub-committee which sent

out a questionnaire to all
members in schools to assess
the increase of racist
violence, abuse, graffiti and
fascist literature and organ-

scum. God Save the Queen.
Heil Hitler.
A casette which they also

- left behind stated that all

socialists could be . con-
sidered likely targets for

- such attacks.

Even the.

politically - motivated by
‘extreme nght wing ele-
ments.

Although Shiela Malone
is to undergo an operation

for her injuries she is for-

- ward Labour
week held a joint public

police have
stated that the attack was

the castmg vote of the
Party chairperson after a
tied vote with another
motion. .

It reads:

“This  conference
deplores Michael Foot’s
statement in the House

of Commons on the
death of Bobby. Sands
and his slavish follow.ing

isations within Coventry
schools.

The NUT sub-comrmttee
adopted a policy of banning
fascist and racist literature
and has agreed to liaise with
other labour movement
bodies that are actively
taking up the anti-racist
struggle. |

Earlsdon and Whoberly

Parties last

meeting to discuss ways of

- fighting racism in their areas.

The 70—str0ng meeting

SCISTS INJURE
OCIALIST

tunatey expected to make
a full recovery.

Messages of sympahty
and get-well cards can be
sent to Sheila ¢/o0 The

"~ Other Bookshop, 328 Upper

Street, London N1.

The Other Bookshop has |

launched a £500 fund to

improve security and
provide Sheila with a
- convalescent holiday.

Anyone wishing to con-

" tribute can send a donation

to the same address.

~memory of Dr.

of  Tory  bi-partisan

policy on Northern Ire- .

fand.

Conference endorses
and supports the efforts
being made by Labour
MPs to break the bi-
partisan policy by fight-

ing for political status -

for prisonérs convicted

by the Special Diplook

stood in a minute’s silence in
A Dharry

“who died three weeks after

being stabbed outside a chip
shop in Earlsdon.

The encouraging turn-out -

followed mass leafletting of
the area calling on local
people to stand firm against
racism. |

A genuine discussion
folowed after hearing an
Asian speaker recount his
experiences of an attempt to
murder him and the meeting
established a committee of
volunteers to discuss the for-
mation of street committees
to combat racism.
- The above initiatives
must be seen as attempts to
build an effective class res-
ponse to the fascists and

must be broadened out
inside the entire labour
movement,
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solldarlty

Courts, and the with-
drawal of British troops

from Northern Ireland.”
*In Oxford, Socialist

Press supporters leaflet-

ing to publicise a

Workers Socialist League

public meeting on the H
Block  struggle were

“harassed by police last

week.

Works pohce at BL’s
Cowley Assembly plant
called the cops in a bid
to exploit the hostility of
some carworkers to the
leaflet, which argued the
case for supporting the
hunger strikers and for
the immediate with-
drawal of British troops
from Ireland.

Brixton cop’s

SOCIALIST PRESS, Thursday 2 July 1981
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Despite the fact that
they knew no crime was
being committed, police
insisted on ‘taking the
names and addresses of
the militants giving out
the leaflets.

main concern

Swamp 81__the police
operation which resulted
in several days of rioting
in Brixton last April__
was the most intensive
stop-and-search operation
mounted by police in

- Lambeth.

Figures given to the
last week
showed that 1,000 people
were stopped and ques-

a e A m v W e ow e A

was ‘extremists’

tioned by pohce in five .

days, compared to an aver-
age of 500-700 stops per
month in earlier police
operations in the area.
Police spokesmen also
admitted under qquestion-
Ing not ony that on previous
occasions the petty crimin-
als they were out to catch
had merely moved to
nelghbounng Southwark

- had led to five peop

_police .involv

but that this type of police
operation created its own
crimes. ance at
the constant harassment
ple being
arrested for obstructing the
police and three—one of
them a 47 year old house-

‘wife —for assaultmg the-

police
" Earlier in the week the
olice admitted that they
ad made no attempt to
investigate the many
complaints of plain clothes
in the tng:
carrymg an assortmen
iron bars and coshes. |
And the former chief of
Lambeth police, Comman-
der Leonard Adams,
adrmtted that for hnn
political extremism’’ was
a mamconcem” He went
on to say that he ed

Tedeght'rOf

- Lambeth Council as a

olitical extremist.
P What emerged clearly
from the questioning o

Adams was _that £he

.mam concern of the police

tical ‘‘extremists’’
of thgolheft rather than the

right.

While the police are

| cleariybemzswen-mg: |

ride in the

 counsel forlocaloommumty N

certain that will ‘be
reflected in the final w

-wluchSc;rmnn

up.
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‘The wrulence with

which Tories and right
~wing Labourites view the

-~ campaign
democracy in the Labour
‘Party and in particular

for

_the process of reselection

| the
-. Glasgow .
. Over the past’ fortmght-{:
‘we have witnessed a vicious

| of. Parhamentary candi-
"-_‘f‘dates is perhaps nowhere -
“more - clearly maiifested
-.than in Pollok CLP on
srde of e
R A dubrousfmethods

In Po]lokshrelds Strath~ -
bungo ward nght wmg local

south

B press campalgn agarnst those

. L — ’ .

The 57th National
Conference of Labour
Women was held in

‘Buxton and was attended

by over 300 delegates.

These delegates were

faced” with a widé range of
‘resolutiohs which for the

most part were concerned
‘with safe 'appeals “to both
this Tory government and
the forthcoming Labour
government to try if poss1ble
to do something.

Many resolutrons “called

for (among other things)

“help for the disabled and
elderly, opposrtron to pre-
scription charges, an end to

the use of the controversial
‘Depo

contraceptive drug

Provera.

As one mlght expect, all -

such resolutions, with the
absence of any clear flghtlng
programme, were passed
very much on the nod, not
even

platform.

Throughout the confer-
ence it was clear to the dele-
gates that the collection of

women on the platform

running events were doing
their best to put the lid on
any real militancy, and 1t
was this fact that made the
composite resolutions on the

agenda = concerned . with
women’s organisat_ion SO
important.

At present. the Natlonal
Women’s Committee is elec-
ted on an obscure regional
basis that ensures that the
majorlty of women have no
say in the election at all.

The composrtes called for

~ a change in this system, the
main changes being a call for

the National Conference of
Labour Women to elect the
committee and furthermore,

- for the Women’s Conference .

to have the power to send
five resolutions to the
- Annual Labour Party confer-
ence.

The platform opposed
‘each of these composites and
advised the floor to vote
agarnst them, and since the
summing . up ‘from the com-
mittee was much longer than
the contributions from the

floor and. had the final say,
-the- effect was that” each of =

these resolutrons was
na;rrowly lost -
March

Interestrngly enough in
~tlus ‘section of the debate

came a resolution calling on

the National Committee of
Labour Women to inftiate

more -

known -
~‘Militant’. .~ -
- A wholly legmmate cam-

 was
‘majority it

receiving. opposrtron,
from the commrttee on the

chairperson

- pushed

B tabled for debate

in the CLP engaged in the
campaign to oust sitting MP
James White who has long
been at odds with his CLP
on a wide range of issues,
that is Davie Dick, the Secre-
tary of the CLP and a well

paign to. remove White has
been both vilified by the
media as a “Trotskyist plot”
and attacked by local right
wing Labourités usrng rather

_.busmessman Bashrr Maan -

towards

steps
setting up a Women’s Right

the frrst

to Work march in the
autumn (in conjunction with
the TUC and other groupmgs

~of women).

Although this resolution
passed with a large
did not go
through without opposition,
for.the trade union delegates

ob_]ected violently to a line

in the composite that said
that up. until now nothing
had been done to highlight
the problem of women’s

‘unemployment.
. The trade union dele-
~ gates thought this untrue as

their union had once sent

out a letter!:
One of the highlights of
the conference came in the

“discussion on housing when

were faced

the delegates

with the first resolution that

actually called for an unmed-
iate fighting programme.

‘Amendment

"It 'was  tabled as an

"~ amendment by Tower Ham-

Women’s  Section,

tather

lets
amending a ,
resolution ° that  simply
expressed. - opposition to
council house sales. -

Tower Hamlets - pointed

to the need for direct action,
including strike action, to
defend council houses from

being sold off. The resolu-"

tion also opposed increases

" in rents and heating costs

and called for tenants to
have much more say in the
running of things—including
a right to open the books of
the council.

This resolution produced

a very close vote which the
claimed had .

been clearly lost. A card vote.
was called for, producing the
astonishing result of a tie

vote at 154 to 154. Hence'

the amendment fell.

admitted .
“packed” a recent branch:

‘supporter - of )

weak

that he had
meeting with members who
were either long dormant or
hastily recruited so as to
remove from office a suppor-
ter of Dick.

B ‘.:.‘-Difty trickS” :

. We ‘can expect that such

- “dirty tricks” will grow In

number as the reselection

“process unfolds. -

There - are two further

- com hcatlons “involved in
~this. local tussie. One is in the
shape of the consequences of
the report of the Boundary

.

platform was now diminish-

ing fast. Equally there was

a lot of support for moving
reference back in order to
hear the emergency resolu-
ion on the issue of the
deputy leadership.

After finally suspendrng
standing orders, Audrey

"~ Wise’s resolution was passed
unanimously. It called for

support for the Labour

~ Uproar has broken
out at the BBC after
shock news that the
Queenm—the star of their

longest running soap
opera—has been given the
chop! |

Elizabeth Mountbatten
who has played the Queen
at coronations, civic func-
tions and seventeen course
dinners for more than 25
years—is to make way for
new blood.

A spokesman for State

R

During the conference it - N

was clear that a process of
selection had successfully
- some -

important- }

resolutions  off the agenda -
and that this was a deliberate - | '~

.mlcrophone ‘demanding that

~her resblution on the role of |
was |

the district ‘auditor

Loud applause

This received
applause from the delegates,
whose

loud

conf idence in the

~ ‘ploy by the committee to | &
'A."‘"resrst debate on the more-«
;icontroversrai issues.. - .1
Inca challenge ‘fo tms,-_‘ "
p{proach “Audrey Wise leapt.-y_'

“to. her feet and took the:

Commissioners - whrch rf
accepted in its present. form

will lead to a'carve up of the -

present Pollok constituency.
One effect of this will be
the creation of a new
constituency called Glasgow
South which will be undeni-
ably a safe Tory  seat,
embracing, as ‘it will, a
swathe of owner-occupier
territory, with pockets of
well-heeled people.

- Constituency '

Alongside this will stand
another new constituency,
Glasgow South West. Who-

councillors of Camden who

are facing heavy surcharges
due to their decision to
implement a £60 minimum
wage during NUPE’s dispute
these . were elected onto a
committee of six. This will

fuel the fight next year to-

make the conference a fight-
ing conference where a real
programme for action can be
mapped out havmg real

Fnterprrses said: “All good
things come to an end. She

no longer frgures in our

plans.”
Now other leading mem-

 bers of the cast—including
the Queen Mother who is

said to have been senile for

some years—are afraid that

their job may go too.
Recent statements by the
comedy star of the show

prmce Philip about. need-

ing more leisure time are
thought to have been taken

to heart by the producers

The palace coup has been
engineered by the man who

~ plays the Queen’s son, Prince
Charles. With the backmg of

a new non-speaking heroine,

- Lady Diana, he has engineer-

ed to top "the ratings this
summer with a spectacular
procession through London.
~ The shake-up is being
presented as a simple change
of script but amongst people
in the know this is widely

. derided. Behind the tight
smile of the Corgi Queen,
behind the happy-go-lucky
- days out -at the races, behind
‘the feasting;
" dressing up in funny clothes,
- hies the
“truth that Queen thabeth' |
- herself owns a large chunk:of -

.often concealed

SN (he BBC through a front

- organisation

‘known_  as
“Great Brrtam

She is now satd to brtter-
ly regret the decision she

~ hpped

dancmg and

| Thatcher
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ever wins
it out with Bruce Millan,
the present incumbent in the
Craigton constituency, for
the candidacy for tnat new
seat.

The proposed creation of
Glasgow South has already
raised cries in the Labour
ranks of “gerrymandering”
and there are fears that

. objections to the proposals

of the Commissioners will

have problems in surfacing in
‘the period

stipulated - for

objections to be forwarded,
that being mainly during the
- when

summer - months

status in the labour move-

ment.

[t may surprise readers to-

hear that at present there os

‘absolutely no ofticial record

of the resolutions passed at
the Women’s Conference.

Until the fight for demo-
cracy is won, the conference
will remain an important
talking ground but not much
more.

took nearly thirty years ago
to give large chunks of her
shares to her son. “It was my
one moment where senti-
ment ruled my head”, she
said yesterday speaking in

tears at her draughty home

a stone’s throw from

Victoria Station. “Honestly, .'
"I could crown myself.”"

- A meeting of the cast was
held last night and after-

“wards members of what they
still like to call the “Royal

Family” 'erner'ged . tight

company Wwas more forth-
coming. “Things were begin-
ing to slip. They are still
fantastic on the ratings of
course but we have to keep
ahead of events. If we can’t
give the public what we

“think they ought to want we

could end up with a biloody

-republic. Coronation Street

IS an ever present menace.”
Middle‘ _ CIass |

The Queen was aceused

by some of her’ critics “of
being; too middle- class. With
her taste in small dogs and
plain. head “scarves she was

thought to present too little
of an- alternatrve to Margaret
whose plunge
through the ratmgs has been

one of‘the most gspectacular
been given a

drsasters’ of any TV show

A

in Pollok W111 |
.~ then very hkely have to slug

S in 1979, and for
power of the
to sur- §

spokesman for the

Labour Party branches do
not meet.: .

of other claims to the candi-
dature. There are widespread

‘rumours that there may be .

challenges both by a promin-

ent figure in the LCC and by

right wingers who are pre-
pared to put forward
another candidate and so

~ ditch White

Recruitment

As: the broad left m
Pollok are well aware, the
rlght wing

| the aboli-
tion of the
District - Auditor
charge.

During the

very successful fringe meet-
ing which- was attended by
well  over
The Fightback meeting
elections to the Conference
Arrangements
Prve left-wmg

“cannot  be

| conference M
Women’s Fightback held a *.

100 women.

Committee. . -
candrdates_ .

Tl

- defeated solely through argu-
 ments in branch meetings.
A further compllcatron . R
- may also arise in the shape

That debate must go

dalongsrde the recruitment to

she party of new forces seek-
ing for a means to frght the.
Tories. .

Whatever the outcome of -
the immediate contest, . its

most - substantial achreve—
ment will be in terms of
transforming the Labour

movement on the south s1de

| of Glasgow

ended with a slate for the ';.':55 4

‘thlS decade

In contrast to this the
producers have been groom-

| ing Lady Diana for stardom.
-They have not yet tried her

out in a speaking role but so

far £10 million has been

spent on wardrobes and hair-
dos.
Programme scnpt writers

have been working on a
“secret project whereby she

adopts a Vietnamese boat
chrld and brings him up
(girls have been ruled out)

herself aided only by "2
nanny and four llve-m,
Nnurses. | 3
. Inability
It is hoped in thrs way to
distract  attention  from
Prince Charles, whose

‘contract still has 50 years to

ruh but whose wooden act-

1ing  style and inability  to

remember any lines are a

- constant embarrassment.

Later at-a secret hideout

to get-away. from the phones
the -chief script writer said:

“It is not unusual for heads

to roll from time tostime,

but: we’ve never had a. reac-

. tion like: this. It is. however
our -view that once this all
blows

. remember the Queen s name

© in' six months,”

over nobody - will

have already
) 31gnal of

Viewers.

.“much
- to offer

possible disaster in a recent
episode when young-
fanatic, crossed m love,,
emptred a revolver at the
Queen. She was saved in that
episode when an army
sergeant headed the bullets
away from her wrthout Sus-

'talnmg 1n]ury

‘Studen‘ts":' o

In the most recent eip-

.sode . a group of sinister
‘ German students Have been
- caught’ camping out in the
Queen’s garden. So far their

explanation . that* - they -

~thought it was_a park has
been ac adpted but there is
" widespre

speculatroa “that
this could be. the begm.nmg .o
of a.story line in which the
Queen will meet a very
grisly end. N

Meanwhile  there - are
some ' cynics who say the

_whole thing is a.put-up, job
‘té get some life back into
. what .

.is—despite. .2~ “fortune
spent on special -effects—

just. a -dreary story. of a

hum-drum famrly ‘with too
money.. and nothmg .
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boundary areas”,
- area. was actually ‘annexed —
under the camouflage of
‘Major Haddads’ mercenaries

o
@, «

from those of 1967,

implement

~ Page 6

After the grand show

'of the Amencan-lsraell-

Egyptlan “peace”, the
-region is in the severest

| war danger since 1978.

The bankrupt -Begin

: regrme is preparing this
| war in a hope to camou-
- flage the economic and
 political . bankruptcy of
the Zionist bourgeorsre

- - announcements |
should only warn ‘us about

These

the catastrophe they are

. preparing: in-order to change
‘the gituation in the region,

“to strike a death blow to.
the neighbouring countries—

the bourgeois regime is ready

- toaundertake any adventure.
- But the regional relations

of forces are very different

‘war today couild turn out to
be not simply a campaign
of occupatlons and murder
-against the Arab masses, but -
also cost a heavy price for .
the Jewrsh masses. -

1. Te Cause of the Ware

Israeli Expansionist Policy.
If a war breaks out now,

- it will be the outcome of the -
. Israeli pohcy of occupation

and expanmsion: more gener-

ally, it will be the continua- -

tion of the pohcy of occupa-
tion and-  expropriation
against  the Palestinian
people, and immediately, it

1 will be the result of the
~policy of “Natural Borders™ .
and the attempts to annexe.

parts of Lebanon.
Israeli intervention in

‘Lebanon began before the

¢ivil war in this country in
1975-76. ~Actually,” the
Israeli heavy bombardments

~and raids on Lebanon were
some of the factors leading
_to this war. ~

After the' civil war, the

then “Ma’arach” (1) govern-
‘ment in Israel took advan-
] tage of the situation to
its annexation
B pohcy in . the traditional

-Israeli manner,

- In order to “defend the
another

and limitless bombardments

{1 and destruction, and contin-
- yous dnymg-away of most of
{ the. Palestinians and Shi-ite
- inhabitants of this area. .
The next step after this
.annexation was, ot‘ course, .
-1 -the need: to defend the new
- | boundary ~
] need for "another war. This-
?ho.flcy has - already brought
.- | known everywhere for the "

‘| atrocities and looting carried .
ration
ind- today
~ the same policy threatens to
.prodnce an . overall war.

-and . herein the

“Litani- . Operation’,

out.  -But : this o
solved nothmg,

 Fascist

Most recently, the Israeh

‘government has made public

| the connections formed
. _between Israel and the
7 Pha!angrsts R

vy w W W s

-and a

.- "of the- Phala
.- were “aimed. preQ1§ely at the =
“inhabitants  in . 3
Lebanon-to liquidate their 3
among the -

. Christian . -

“opponents

. were shot

- ing of
. Lebanon,
'unceasmg sectarian conflicts

- continue its

&

stabilise ~

_ "‘autonomy” |
‘their - own’ in Northern
Lebanon.

In this eampalgn most

supporters ‘of “Shamun and

Faranjie—and finally their

attempt to crush the Syrian

Popular Party (of - which
-most members - are
Christian). |

In that period the Phalan- |
gists occupied the area of

Snin mountain and the city

.of Zahle. The. Syrlan army,
~which took these areas out -
of the hands of the Left in

1976, actually pretended not
to notice the Phalangists’
expansion till recently, see-
ing in them partners for its
efforts to reconstruct the

- bourgeois regime in
Lebanon. .
But lately the Syrian

army has launched an attack

against the Phalangists—a

limited attack which brought
‘toward the end of April
in Damascus and
‘Beirut concerning a new
agreement on the reconstruc-
‘tion of Lebanon. o
- The Israeli attack on 28 =
April of this year during
~which ‘two Syrian helicopters
down on Snin

contacts

mountain came after reports
of this agreement; it was an
attempt  to prevent the

Phalangists from changing

-their policy - and renewing

their links with Syria.
- This Israeli intervention
was denounced by all parties

'in Lebancen-including the
' ‘Phalangist leaders. |

The ‘Istaeli intervention
in .Lebanon is not aimed at

“defendmg the Christians™. .
- On the contrary, it is

- almed at preventing any end-
the massacre in
only -

because

in Lebanon enable Israel to
- intervention,
bombardments, raids
annexations.

The head of the Israeli

- Northern Command General
Ben-Gal, known for his state- .

- ment that the ““Arabs are a

- cancer in. the body of the

State of Israel” stated

] recently that Israel ‘will con-
tinue to control Southern
Lebanon also without Major

Haddad.
Begin publicly announces

. that the cause of the war is
to guarantee Israeli air supre--
.. . over the skies ot

macy

of

ngists’ battles |

- geoisie,

- willi to. -
soldiers in a new military.

~. adventure—and seeks only a

and

~~~~~~

We reprint on these pages the text of a statement ‘Moblhse '
against the war provocation of the Begin government adOpted by
the Palestine Workers League on 15 May 1981.
The Workers League is a section of the Fourth Intematronal;st
Tendency. o
~ While we have some political dnfferences w1th the FIT we are m

broad agreement with the politics of this statement.

R

all Lebanon‘ Our slogan

which will discharge the
present tension and prevent
War is simple:

*Israel out of Lebanon'

2 US lmperlallsm encour-

" ages Israel.

Begin’s hardened lme isa
direct result of American

support. The new Reagan'
administration pursued
~policy  of mternational

aggressiveness in order to get

out of the political and econ-

in Poland, the

advancing despite Reagan’s
threats of a new world war;
and in France, in the heart
of Europe, a socialist Presi-
dent is elected with the sup-
port of the Communist
Party.

In the Middle East,

. omic crisis of US imperial-
But until now, Reagan
‘has not gained any success:
the bloodbath conducted by
. the Salvadorian dictatorship
~did not bring it popular
-support;
- movement of the masses is

- situation™

masses takes on a polltlcal-
and mass exprestn
This is an

which began in the 1973

war, and proves that this -

crisis can have a positive out-

- come,
The Peres-style bourgems'

opposition is unwilling to
crack the national front, and

it" is dragging aftéer Begin’s

statements (as 15 Pereg’
announcement  that  the

, “‘presence of the missiles in
~Lebanon is an intollerable
~and that he sup-
ports Begm on this issue).

important
phenomerion, an outcome of
the é&risis of the Israeli state . 9§

But while Begin sees the |

- war as the sole chance to
-save his government, in €lec-
“Ma’arach” fears the

tions,
outcome of an Israeli war
declared in opposition to the
wishes of the majonty of the
Jewish masses.

War was always the most
powerful weapon in the

 hands of the bourgeoisie, not

Reagan is expecting a quick

~ gain, Here the Syrian regime
and the Palestinian Libera-
tion Orgamsatton were
isolated as the only ones
still connected with Moscow,

while all the Oil bourgeoxsres |

and Sadat are openly turning
to the West,

Here is the Isracli bous-
unhesitatingly
sacrifice = its

green light.

Reagan ‘wants a qurck.

‘and easy victory based on
the blood of the Arab and
Jewish- masses. |
American”- . “mediator”,
special envoy Philip Habib

‘American

‘Syria, and to try and get the
| frults of its surrender.

The Arab and Jewrsh

masses
against the war, weapons and
blood spilt to please the

imperialist speculators. -

- *Down . with imperialist

lntewentmn ra the Mlddle -

East!”

3, Op osition - to
amongst the Jewish masses,
For the first time in the

‘war

history of
country”, "the ‘opposition to
war among the Jemsh

 came in order to give the" |

ultimatums to - . bourgeoisie is the real enemy

and go to pour their blood -

should come out

. | come out.
~ against you. - AT
- Only -the .independent

wars in the

el

- Hsecurity”

| '.‘all ‘the :bourgeois
The = o |

- we want to

only against the Arabs but

also in order to intimidate
the Jewish workers
inhabitants of poor neigh-
bourhoods, and to prevent
any struggle or attempt for
‘independent Workrng class

- organisation.

Profits

Behind the “security”
slogan, the industrialists,
contractors, weapons specu-

" Jators and the colony-settlers

have -always -made
fattest® profits.

misery, unemployment and

inflation—fruits ~ of  the -
and easy profits
- . policy—have a lack of confi-

dence among the workers in

The present war plans are
-an important. test: will the

kers forget that the
workers forget again tha ~ into_ their own hands,

“come ouf in- struggle both
~ from outside and under
Israeli rule. This resistance
‘took on a: pohtreal mass
character. .
~In‘the West Bank desprte N
" the occupation, there have .
‘been general strikes and mass.
" the 1976. Land Day (2), the
__ ;g,-_Palestrman masses’ mside the
this criminal . - “green. line™:. (3) have also
'-..,_-jomed these struggles. .
. The Begin government s
“Iron Fist policy for the
oppression of the: Palestinian

in wars of occupation?
- The bourgeods opposition

-promises that if the thunder
“of war is heard it will with- -
draw all its objections. If we -
want to prevent this war, if
prevent many*;
- more. years of slavery and.
- wars, we should say to Begin
- and’ hls friends: if you dare

“. and - declare.
e waraall the workers, Jewish-
‘and Arab, will

workmg class organisation,

- only -the unity of Arab and.

Jewish workers, can prevent

Lk o
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and

- same policy

_parties.

the present war and pose the
way to peace!

4. The Palestinian .people—
the first victim. Palestinian

national
dition for peace,

- Since 'the formation of -
the state of Israel each
government has pursued the
towards the

Palestinian masses: expropri-
ation, oppression, racial dis-

crimination, mass expulsion

. and occupation.
their P

‘But the |

The Camp David agree-

.ments attempted to establish

pro-imperialist - alliance
between Israel and Egypt-—
through preventmg 'a solu-
tion of the

But the occupatton and

" oppression are breeding resis- -

tance. Since 1967, the Pales-

‘tinians have taken their fate.["

and

demonstratrons*and

Masses was operated both in
~Lebanon and ‘in the terri-

| tones occupied in 1967 and

liberation—con- -

‘policy—there

- Palestinian
problem by the plans for ,-

 the Iraeli arm
. “autonomy” '

Arab areas an

~ the - country
Palestinian refugees, which
will establish the co-exist-
. ence in a unified democratret
Palestine! =

Lebanon.

“inside the ‘green hne |
policy under the

This
Isracli regime includes the

destruction of houses, house
‘arrest of political act1v1sts

the granting of legltnnacy
and support to the Israeli
colony-settlers and their
provocations; and recently

the ban on’ the Nazareth

convention of the ‘“Arab

Population Congress™

“National
Committee”.
Against the Iron Fist

counterposed plans for
realising the full Palestinian

 national liberation, as a way
to solve the Jewrsh-Arab |
_conflict and establish peace:

~ *Down with the occupa-
tion!
towns!

*For the

bly of all the inhabitants of
, including the

S. Syna and the Arab East |
~ Behind the noises on the,
- threat of war between Syria

and Israel. we should not
forget that in fact a war is
| already taking place between

Israel and the Palestinians in

The Syrian -bombard-

ments in Lebanon, branded
“nazi’”, are

by Begin as

the Israeli occupation.
and -

~the outlawing  of the
Coordination

should be -

suppo

*For. the wnthdrawa! of
- from all,th__e o

right of return
for Palestinian refugees' o
*For a constituent assem--

- cannot be defeated.

"strength |

nothing compared to tk
Israeli bombings from th
air, land and sea on th

- Palestinians and - villagers 1

Southern Lebanon.
- The Palestinians are 3

~ Lebanon against. their wil

as refugees, since their retun
to their land is prevented

‘Mass expulsion

It was this mass exp

- sion, beginning in 1948, th
turned the Palestinians mt
- factor of a struggle a

ferment and it is this ma
expulsion which is the orig

| of the Israeli-Arab conflict

- Since then, the Palests
ian masses have won ¢t
rt of the majority 4
the Arab masses, and actr
ly formed an alhance Wi
the masses in.Lebanon.

The Israeli invasion .
Lebanon in trying to est:
lish there a govemment :

‘the fascist Phalangists,

only .increase the mobili
tion of the Palestinian 2
Lebaneser masses agair

Israel - and agamst
'Phalangists. C
The more favourad

Isracli military strength

© win in the first round,-bu_

the resistance to the occ
tion in the West Bank 2

“in the Gaza Strip and as

standmg of the ‘masses’i
Lebanon after the masss
in the civil war-have pr :
for more than ten years—t
struggle of a whole peog

Thus, Israeli  polig
wholly ‘based on thilits
_and. ~ mount




-

danger

. lsrael
. pressures on the Syrian bour-.
geoisie. Israel encouraged the” -
. Phalangists
Syrian - soldiers in Lebanon,
-and | the
“Moslem
organisation opened a terror

campaign against the regime.

oppresswn has reached a
blind aliey until now, and
won’t win any poht:eai gain
even if winning -in. the
military sense,

The Syrian forces entered

" Lebanon -in 1976 in order
to prevent a revolutionary

victory of the Palestinian
and Left militias in the civil

war. It was the Syrian forces
. which saved the Phalangists
. from being totally crushed at

that time. -
This was a contmuatlon

of President Assad’s policy
of ousting the left wing of
the Ba’ath Arab nationalist

party in 1970 and improving
his" relatnons with nnpenal-

ism.

geoisie, tried to play a

‘double-game and to preserve

a certain independence for

its country,’ while relying
" upon ‘military "and political
- support from the Sov:et ‘
*Umon. . -

Pressures

the : revelution
in Lebanon had’.
passed, . imperialism and -
tumed to- further

: A-fter

to attack the

Syria -

inside .
Brotherhood”

‘Assad rose to pmbaf

means of a coup aga#st the
Ba’ath left wing after the

" latter refrained from defend---

ing the Palestinians agamst

T w. 3 ™ e e .

| But the Assad regime, in
the name of the Syrian bour-

the knller Hussein in Septem-
ber 1970. |

- Now he. fears his own fall
to a right wing coup, if he is

defeated by Israel in _
Lebanon. :
‘Repression

But the Assad regime,
whlch until now_has re
more. and more . upon
internal repression, cannot
pose the real answer to the
Israeli and imperialist attack
on Syria and Lebanon.

This answer can be given
only by the Syrian, Pales-
~ tinian and Lebanese masses—
in alliance for revolutionary

defence through a general -

mobilisation, the establish-
ment of workers’ and poor
peasants’ militias, distribu-
tion of weapons, ‘and estab-
lishing a govemment based
“on the . masses of workers
~ and poor peasaiits.

The Israeli threat against
S ria was made possible by
Syﬂa s isolation in the Arab
‘East. This is a result of the
‘strengthening of the oil
‘bourgeoisies, from - Saudi-
. Arabia to haq,swheeare ROV,

wrmﬁ .any open prow-q

unperxahst po‘hcy g

-Only now have the Ol]

states w1thdrawn their sup- -

port to the maintenance of
the Syrian army in Lehanon,

reglon The Arab reglmes can
in such a case try. and avoid
‘the masses” anger by anti-
Isracli and anti-imperialist
demagogy, and even by a
hmxted action. .

“The foundamns of the-

posxtlon of " imperialism . in
the region, apparently stren-
gthened - ‘much “in the oil
decade, rest on sand under
which the proletarian revolu-
is moving.

Any attempt by imperial-
ism to change the equili-
brium in its favour will bnng
the reaction of the masses in
Syria, Lebanon and in the
whole Arab East

- 6. Lebanon-—the ‘only solu-

tlon is in workmg class

victory.
Five yeats after the
~ Syrian mterventton in

Lebanon, five years after the
Tel-a-—Za atar massacre and

after at first ‘supporting ifs

L

entry into Lebanon against
the Left and the Palestlmans

Swaftoreaetmna

;-wqr- iy

BuL an - overall - lsraeh
attack on: Syﬁa will bring.a
swift reaction’ among the
Arab massés in the whole

*
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B unpenahsm.

the defeat of the revolution |

in this country, Lebanon has
stil not approached its
reconstruction as a bourgeois

state.
The -unceasing bioodbath

in . this country is the bitter

fruit of the legacy of French
The -

constitution rests on a
sectarian and undemocratic
basis, guaranteemg.the supre-
macy of the . Maronite
minority in the government
Today,

left of the supremacy of

the Maronite bankers, try 1o

establish a Christian ghetto

~ in which they will contmue

their rule.
They are reahsmg this

policy by means of force—
using ~terros

tians. They cannot continue
this without Israel pouring

endless weapons and_ “sup-

port” onto the fire.

Nor has the Syrian plan
for the reconstruction of the
~ ‘bourgeois state in Lebanon
by agreement between frag--

“‘ments ,of
| 'bourgeoxsle

the -

advanced very far. -

- The Eebanese bomgeonste :
’is forn between:the sécts and -

“the. feudal famihies. - Now,
-inter-sectagian.

the
balance .is- disrupted, . the

- bouirgeoisie can réach only

temperary “cease fires”.
The. bourgeome ca:nnot

state

the Phalangist
fascist remnants of what was

and murder
against the majority of Chris-

feudal
in Lebanon |
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ohce dictatorship, like the
other bourgeo:sles of ‘the
region.

Economically, the Leban-
ese bourgeoisic had existed
as a co-ordinating financial

.centre between the West and
the gulf states—but it lost

this role due to the civil war
‘on the one hand, and the
~development of - the gulf
states, on the other.
Lebanon and the whole
reglon have paid a high price
for the failure of the revolu-
- tion of the workers and poor
peasants in 1976. Only a

revolutionary victory can

save the masses in Lebanon
from continuing to be the

_scapegoats. for all the
regional conflicts.
Only a working = class

regime. in Lebanon will be

. able to convene a demo-

cratic. constituent assembly

and to abolish the sectarian

structure which has bred all
the civil wars. .

Only a umty of the

workers and the poor

ts, on the basis of
theu' class interests for the

sharing of lands, for workers’

control in the factones and
economy, can pose a
- ‘way forward, to .unite the

the

masses in Lebanon onanon- -

“sectarian basis and. establish.
_“new,. socialist’ foundntlons
for the country S economy

pose any hew clements ona 7 -

democtatxc basis for its mle |

on the basis of general and

_local elections for.a. pﬁnsht-}j{ . mobilisation

g.mjt ssembly.

is also Vm;ana!qe of ,
stat‘ msmg a patiers: army of
mlmg t‘n'ough a xmiztary- |

the .Pewxﬁh masses for a-new
war on the one" hand ‘and =
the fear of the reaction of

R N, 5 W Ak ¥

- .}ewrsh and -A rab workers!
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wars.

the Syrian and Lebanese
masses and the Palestinian

masses in Lebanon, in the

region under lsraeli rule on
the other hand-—all these

are causmg Begin and
~imperialism. to postpone t

war. This war can still he.
prevented if we make it clear

for its’ initiators that the

political price they will have

. to pay for it will be high. |
The way to prevent the

war here is to open the

broadest struggle, under one |

slogan:

*No to the wat provoca |

tion of Begin’s government!
‘Mobilise

But this wm not suffice.

B The masses of workers and
| mhabltants

of the poor
neighbourhoods should pre-

pare themselves to mobilise -

against -the very regime

which initiated all the wars |
is. pteparing another-r'

disaster.

lndependent ‘working
class °' organisation,” the
alliance between Arab and

Jewish workers—this is the
- only way to mobilise against

the system which has led to

‘Working class umty wnll

.'pose the plan - which will
prevent nnpenahsm in future

from using the J ewish masses

*Down - wnth the war'

govemment'
*Down wsth P the

parties of the bourggmm'

*For a government of the

*For the full Palestm:an'
national liberation!

! I S oy ¢

 for war against the peopies :
e o_f the region. = =,

—————— = - g —— &

danger
Hands Off Lebanon!

.. struggle
‘expropriation of Arab lands

B | udansanon
_plan. -

W g
s}s% :
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*The alliance between
the Arab and Jewish workers |
will remove imperialism and

its allies in the reglon and

peaee
"ﬂle first task om ‘the
way to peace, m ‘order to
remave the most immediate |
‘of war is Imel,

1'5,5.31

'NOTES

1) The “Ma arach” is one
of the two largest" Zionist
‘bourgeois parties in Israel.
Although calling itself a
“L.abour Party” and affilia-
ting to the Second Inter-
national, it is the . ‘central’
bourgeo:s ‘party, having a

'key role in the formatlon of
~ the Zionist state. - .

2) The “‘Land’ Iiay was
called as a day of mass
against mmounting

according to the: Zionist }
of Galﬂee” 1

Mass demonstxauons:

-~ “were held a]l over Palestine,

involving - clashes with . ‘the

- Zionist: -army, during which
six “Jemonstrators were shot

dead. ‘Since then, " every
March 30 is a day of mass
demonstrations .and . rallies
against the expropnatms of
Arab lands and oppression of
the Palestinian people. -

3) The “Green Lme is

.term used to separate those

parts of. Palestine which were |

 occupied by the Zionists in

1948 and constitute “‘the

" State of Israel”. from those

parts oeeupm by. fsra&l in

1967 (West Bank, Gaza
. Strip,. Smat Desert and G@lan-
Hexghts)




Gadiied 22 000 o d

‘the planning
“drawing up a five-year agree-
-ment with Chrysler manage-
- ment—only - to discover that -
the firm had been sold whlle |
the * negotlatlons
ngress'

: '- Safﬂ e

interested in, and

Page 8

A blow agamst advo— .
'-cates of "‘workers partic-
_ipation” and the Labour
;»fiffplpedream of “planning

~agreements’ was struck -
by TGWU delegate‘s last

week

A composrte resolution |
.~_"-advocat1ng these-policies was
‘thrown out despite receiving
~ the support of the platform.
‘The most telling attack
on - the policy came from |

_Talbot
‘McCluskey

convenor . - Eddy

‘He has ‘been secretary of
committee

were

A dele te from- the»now

.close,d meood plant .

" 1ater.discussions gave an even
- moie. graphlc account of the |
‘sudden sale. The -

lannlng ‘committee  had

. been actually in session, he
-«_Sﬁld when somebody came
“in. and announced that the -
._f_fn‘m' had - been sold to
..“PSA-.HA ,

.. Nobody had known what.
| :“PS A”
‘had been sent. off to find

was—and someone

out!

- Other delegates pltched
) 'mto the attack on partici-
~pation.and phoney “worker
director” positions which tie |

the unions to implementing
the policies of management.

One Region 3 delegate '
| ,correctly stressed that “there =

is-only one control that P'm

schemes:

, offreials

tion
problems by the union’s
- 1981 Blenmal Confer-

I ence.

- were

that’s

workers con trol'” |
The conference dec:sron -

is a blow - against further

Ryder-style “partlcrpatxon
followed up by determlned

.opposition - to - other, - less
overt - moves towards class

collaboration - by TGWU

but it. must. be | |

he missing voice|

-3 0,000 women|

The 350,000 women

rnembers of the TGWU

may as well not have
exrsted for all the atten-
given -

During 'the ‘whole five

'days the only women who
~appeared on the platform
the menial helpers
handrng cups of tea or paper:
work to the leadmg male

bureaucrats.
’ .Even - the .. .. U'nlon S
“token>” woman national

officer Marie Patterson was -

mysteriously absent from
view. -

Irate

Days before, at the

Labour Party Women’s Con-
'} ference,
 the attack on a rtesolution
“calling for a demonstration
for a-woman’s right to work.

Patterson had led

- their -

She was partlcularly 1rate at -

“suggestions that the unions
had done nothing to high-
light the

- No dlscusswn

Yet the TGWU confer-
ence ~ witnessed a whole
debate on unemployment in
which the growing numbers

of women out of work was

not so much as mentioned.

And the conference closed
early at mid-day on Friday

~ having held no discussion
whatever on the. flght for

- women’s rights. :
So much for the glossy
Hand- -

TGWU “Women’s
book” published last July,
which had called for com-
mittees to be set up “either
nationally - and by each
region” to “develop pro-
grammes to encourage
women’s partlclpat:on”’
1981 saw women less

represented at Conference—
while the right wing women .

problem of-
women ’s unemployment

. coming.

delegates who arrived at the
rostrum to speak did nothing
to combat the prevailing

climate of sexism from_the
largely -eolder white male
~ conference.”

~ The only ch'allenge came
from Cowley delegate Alan

Thornett. He objected to the
platform’s ‘proposal to wind

up the conference early after

- hexe had been no discussion

on the problems either of

- women or of the union’s

large’ black membership in

‘the fight against racial dis-

cnmmatlon and abuse.

Symptom_

The lack of resolutions
on these questions were 2
symptom of the problem he
stressed: the union’s Execu-
tive had an obligation ‘in
such a case to at least make a
statement on the work it had

 carried out.

‘No statement was forth-

in reply to a damning

~ account of his sell-out of
" the . Ansells
strike given out at the

conference

............
.................
. g e

........

~ported by the
 calling for wrthdrawal' |
~from the Cbmmon Mar-
1 ket and unilateral nuclear

Region 5 Secretary

- Brian Mathers was stung
~into publishing a leaflet

brewery -

'agreement
% . not reinsfatement.”

~ clauses . to
‘mcreases linked to infla-
f tion came within an ace

o of bemg carried for the
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Spllt vote on

sliding scale

A resolution calling
for wage claims to incor-
porate cost of ~living

provide

second oonference
running.
~ The - - motion—from

. Cowley . 5/293 Branch was

" Behind the

eft

The Conference also
voted for motions sup-

dlsarmament |
But such routine leftism

from the leadership was not
combined with any break

from support for British

imperialism in lreland, or
‘any break from natlonahst

calls for import controls to

- protect “British” employers
competi-

against “foreign™

- tion.

The ‘debate’ ‘on Ireland
was .as curtailed and reac-
tionary as any in recent
years. Demands

promised ‘statement’ from

~ the union’s Executive be cir-

culated - in advance Wwere
brushed aside.

In the event Acting
General Secretary Alex Kit-
son delivered an almost

_empty and largely reaction-

Mathers reply on
sell-out

‘The exposure,
‘The Strike Mathers Broke’
was unsigned, and was
emphatically disowned by
the Ansells Branch - Secre-
tary.

But he
feet to declare that Mathers

'500-word reply was a com-

plete distortion of the facts.

~ In any event Mathers was
unable to offer any substan-
tive reply to the statement
that his intervention resulted

" in a “settlement” including:
L An ex |
. gratia paymeni of £1 000 for

the first two years of service

“700 jobs lost.

and £100 a year thereafter.
300 jobs with approximately
£50 wage cut, far worse

‘working condltrons and, so

far, no representation ~or

He "offered no - reply to

- 3 elaimt thar plckets ‘had been.

platform

that the

entitled -

- to his

Re-engagement |

face

ary speech extollmg trade

unionism as the solution to
the war in Ireland.

He was followed by three.
~or four.
British: jmperialist - rule in

speakets supportmg

the six counties. No resolu-

tions were put-to the vote—
and the issue of Ireland was
swept
_carpet for another two scan-
. dalous years.

under the TGWU

. An extrernely unpleasant

| debate on import - controls .
- echoed with racialist jibes

against “Japs” and “Frogs”,

while the vicious attacks on-

jobs, wages and conditions

by British employers faded

conveniently . into the side-

lines. |
‘The call for

ist measures to

a substitute for any strategy
whatever for mass action by
the unions to - challenge
attacks on jobs in the work-
place.

€

told not to .ope'rate outside

Birmingham, or that TGWU
drivers had been told by
Mathers to cross picket lines
in order to avoid the threat
of legal action. He did not
deny orgamsmg “a secret
ballot using company envel-

opes and the company’s
addressograph.. -
‘Evasive -

Nor did he deny that the

settlement had been conclu-
ded by himself and, divisional
officer Doug - Fairbairn over

the heads of the workforce,
- with no strikers representa-

.....

| Indeed his evasive reply'
simply confirms the truth of
these charges.

But the TGWU is not

. respondmg to demands from
.angry -strikers. for an inde-" -
pendent mqulry based out-*j-‘ o

which  a

protection- .
“defend”
jobs” is increasingly used as

" hunt in Region 5

"moved by Alan Thornett and

seconded by a delegate from
. Regron 6. ,

Support was enthusiastic

- .and a show of hands broug t
- an even
~ence before Stan Pemberton

split “in- the conf

declared the motion lost

This was a near repetltlon
of the events of the 1979
Biennial Conference, at
similar ‘motion
moved by Thornett appeared -

- at first to secure a majority.

Pemberton’s attempts = to
declare the motion lost were
countered by demands for
tellers to be brought m to
count the vote.

But as right wing hand
raisers were chivvied out of
bars and tea rooms the end
result was that it was lost

348437.

The policy- has clearly
continued to gain ground
since then in the TGWU as
workers confronted by run-
away inflation recognise the
need for a policy to defend
their living standards. |

Rank and  file trade

“unionists should continue to

press for such cost-of-living

clauses to be incorporated in

plantlevet and combine
claims in the coming pay
round.

. - . .

.The conference voted
overwhelmmgly to uphold

its position of opposing all
forms of wage controls.

‘While is does not
herald any new willingness
of the leadershlp to cham-
pion struggles agamst
the employers or the
government it does pose
major problems for . the
Labour leaders in preparing
a new *‘social t~ntract’’.

. - .
. .
.

side Region 5 to investigate
Mathers’ handling of the
dispute. T

Susp‘icion

Instead Reglon 5 itself
is 10 conduct an inquiry into
the strike. Mathers’ long
record as a witch-hunter of
militants within Region 5

~must give grounds for sus-

picion that the main victims

"~ of“this so-called inquiry will

be his outspoken critics from

‘the strike committee.

Militants concerned - at

[ 'the Ansells sell out and what

appear the beginnings of a

new . cover-up and witch-
should

fight for résolutions protest-

ing at the’lack -of any inde-

pendent inquiry into

Mathers eonduct o

- L IS EY -
e R




:':-"‘dnve ‘may scare the day- ;
-~ lights out of you: but
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Ronald Reagan 3 fren- 1

z:ed antl-commumst war

‘behind ‘the apparently
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wyler

then

~and contradw-

A recent ﬁve-part serles
of programmes on CBS tele-

- vision in the USA exposed

- problems
encountered by military
‘Chiefs in posing a credible -
threat to” the Soviet Umon :

some of the

and the Warsaw Pact.

‘At the same time it
uncovered the  horrors
implicit in the ruthless pre-

parations of US imperialism
to combat the. struggles of

the international working
class.

' Confusion
The CBS series “The
Defence: of the United

States” filmed US troops on

manoeuvres in = West
Germany in what was des-
cribed as an ‘“‘integrated

- battlefield”’—where conven-

tional weapons are used
alongside chemical shells,

nuclear shells and tactical

nuclear missiles. -
-Oneé General, Niles Ful-
was asked»iwhether

the confus:on ‘that was

- evident even in these set-

piece war games did not
mean that in a real encoun-
ter his own troops might not
wind up dead through radia-

tion from tactical nuclear

weapons.
- “Well, Harry, that’s a real

problem”, came the reply.

In a nuclear war in

,. Europe, Fulwyler went on,

the USA would have to
accept the possibility that
“entire units” would be
wiped out. »

“Reinforcements would
become a  huge
problem”, he admitted.

The fact is that, just like
unpenahst chiefs in the
slaughter of the First .and
Second World Wars and
every bloody encounter, the
US top
but contempt for the rank

and file soldiers they calmly

hurl into the horrors of the
battlefield.

The CBS series revealed'

that the protective equip-
ment handed out to front
line troops is virtually use-
less.

One veteran pointed out

. that the masks on the suits

they were wearing would be

“melted onto the faces” of
the soldiers if they were in

range of nuclear explostons.
A General complained
that the anti-radiation suits

are not designed to take into

account ‘‘bodily functions™.
A soldier taken short in a
radiation zone would sooner
or later have to take the suit
off —Wlth lethal results! |

Incompetence

The General said that he
hoped that the anti-contam-

ination gear worn by Warsaw

Pact troops was as poor In
quality  as that given to
American soldiers. | |

Other interviews revealed
an astounding level of
incompetence among tank

‘crews ~ and commanders
during a simulated nuclear
explosion.

In another instalment the
US army was described as
“The world’s largest remed-
ial - reading  course”.
American viewers heard that

brass have nothing

- gunners

impregnable mlght of US e

- militarism are a number.
of . embarrassmg weak-
- nesses
. tions. -

in order to attract sufficient
recruits the minimum stan-
dard set for reading ability
had been lowered to that of
an average 13-14 year old
school child.

Complex

The paradox of recruiting

- from the most underprivi-

leged and oppressed layers of
the unemployed thrown up
by the American capitalist
crisis was underlined by the
emphasis on the increasingly

complex—often computer-
ised—equipment  being
procured as part of the

military build-up.

An army survey in 1978

showed that 21% of US tank
in Europe didn’t
know where to aim when
using the tank’s battle sights,
while  90% of the nuclear
weapons maintenance ‘‘spec-
ialists’® failed a basic skills
test.

And the programmes dis-

closed that American armed
forces in Europe are the last
to finish in most

exercises.
It is. not only the troops

and the commanders that
exhibit a startling range of
shortcomings: it is increas-

ingly clear that the contra-.

dictions of US capitalism are
affecting the quality of the

formidable arsenal of
weapons and delivery
systems purchased by the
limitless Reagan arms
budget.

- The first Trident sub-
marine, for instance (the

bedrock of Thatcher’s war

plans in Britain) has still not -
- yet been delivered to the us .

. - - . x

- has

NATO

~complex of

Navy. It is already two years

late and $280 million over

budget, and is not expected

to be completed until
December.
Defective.  components

have been a major cause of
the delays—as the various
wings of the US engineering
industry seek their cut of the
huge profits from the arms
drive. The manufacturers—
General- Dynamics’
iary  Electric Boat—sub-

‘mitted 8,000 complaints

about government supplied
parts in 1979-80 alone.

In the aircraft industry,
an increase in military orders
taken up the slack
caused by the recession in
civil airlines—but intensified
the drive to maximise profits

by bumping up the price of

" materials and components.

Failures

The giant new Chrysler
M-1 tank-to cost
million—has been rushed
into production despite a

long and humiliating series

of failures in the most ele-
mentary tests. Its short-
comings include a tendency

to lose its caterpillar tracks
on rough ground, gearbox |
 failures, a refusal to start in
'repea,ted .

cold weather,
failures of the turret
ate,

Meanwhile the Rea’ga_n
administration faces the
crunch decision on whether
or not to proceed with the
colossal extravaganza of its
$56 billion M X-missile
system (a huge underground
200 mobile

subsid-

325

the

rotate and the gun to oper-’f

‘(h()mc
“the staternent declares that:” -

“The Government’s pro-
posals are a fraudulent waste
FESOUFCesS—resnur- . -

intercontinental =~ missiles
rotating between 4,600 silos
on 8,000 miles of road m
Utah and Nevada).

It has run into stiff
opposition not only from
anti-war campaigners and
from the wealthy 4.5 million
strong ~ (and reliably right
wing) Utah-based Mormon

Church, but from practical

analysts who query if suffic-
ient water. can be obtained
to pour the cement for the
project and from military
sceptics who point out that

the concealed missiles emit

no less than 30 tell-tale
electronic, metallic and
mechanised “signatures’
which would enable them to
be detected and destroyed.
‘As if this were not

arising from the growing
anti-war feeling within
labour movement,
Labour’s National Execu-

tive has issued an Advice
Note to councils en Clvnl._
-_,Defence

Drawing attention to-the
fact that as part of its anti-

Soviet military build-up the .
Thatcher government s call-
mg on Jjocal authorities to.

their efforts

increase | n
defence - "pldnning”

of scarce

- —meaning

~ sense of protecting
 civilian population from the.
~effects .of nuclear war does
not éxist. The government’s

—— —

el —

&7 ) .
° - “~ L2 ‘ $ .;‘9. o ™ ) -'.;,'r‘li:'- 6 s . o ’

g

enough problems, the rivalry
of various sections of the
US military and the sales
promotion efforts of its
capitalist suppliers have

produced a series of bizarre

planning errors.

The Army for instance
has specified that it wants
7,000 of the new M-1 tank.
Yet the tank has been
designed specifically for use
in Europe—whereas the
military emphasis has now
shifted to the Persian Gulf.

The Ml is so big and
heavy it can only be flown
one at a time even in the
Army’s biggest transport
plane the C-5A Galaxy.

There are only 77 C-5As
that it would

ces which coﬁld* be much

‘better used in expenditure

on education, housing and
peacetime emergency
planning, such as improving
the fire service.”

It points out that:
“ “Civil Defence’ in the

plans are .in.  fact more: con-

- cerned wath ‘Home Defence’
- designed to protect a small -

,-,gove_mment ~and rmhtary -
_-ehte e s
Tn- reply ..t thc TOTY e

: Vﬁ i‘n &i “:

- propaganda,
- statement insists that:

the

~ Labour-controlied .
have so far made the gesture -

‘-_nuclear weapom

wn b s Hk s;&%ﬁ% ras e ey es ’fi’i“ii’#ﬁ:’;&',"."‘{(ff' SRASR S :‘ |

X A

require the whole fleet to fly
a shuttie service to airlift
simply a tank squad to the
Persian Gulf.

.- The new. generation of
US fighter aircraft needs a
mountain of support equip-
ment to keep it in the air—

- posing huge loglstlcal prob-

lems for the Americans’ new
Middle East strategies.

But over and above these
problems it seems increasing-

ly . certain that if Reagan is
to meet the growing clamowur
of military chiefs for more
men to run the new weapon-

ry he will have to reintro-

duce the draft.

- At least 200,000 extra
troops would be -needed to
provide the staff demanded
bv admirals, generals and

In a further move

the "Labour.

*The only effective cm]

‘defence is to ensure that
Britain is- not involved in a -
‘nuclear war, and to oppose

all nuclear weapons and

~ nuclear war preparations by
. Britain . or '

any other

country.”

It reveals that over 60
- councils.
areas

of declaring their

g;“nuclear-free zones”, oppos-
ing_the manufdcture deploy-

ment - or posdmmng of

. g = = " g
>0,
.
p unsl |
. N
g N .
[ -

“cils, -

airforce chiefs. I
Reagan has =~ firmly
pledged not to introduce the
draft But he may find he
has little alternative,

Contradicticn

This - will mcreaw the
growing | contradlctron
between the. imperialist war
drive and the growing anti-
war movement among Ames-

ican youth and trade umon— :
- ists, |
- And as the colossal econ-
omic costs of Reagan s milit-
-ary spending  spree. come

home to the American work-

ing class, the prospects for

the bulldlng of a mass anti-
war movement . can only
improve.

. And it suggests that
‘Labour councﬂs make facili- |
ties - (including “school halls
and other facilities for filn
shows and pubhc ‘meetings)
available, “educate the
public about the dangers and |

| effects of nuclear war

Anti-war- campalgners

should press For theimple-
- mentation of this advice: by
~all Labour-controlled coun- |
-and . “ensure that -the |

fullest possible  use. is- made
of  public. _meetings. . and

council publicity -machines }

- to. campaign - mmst
.. Thatcher war-dnve

’ ., ‘." T s

‘the |

. -
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Joumalrsts from the

Camden - Journal in
. London. are waiting to
hear how many of them

b e S b ad -y

'group that - shut their
paper six months ago— f
Couner Press Holdmgs. -

| An arbrtrator ‘has been :
. called i to decide  how
. many of the eleven journal-
'_ ists'employed at the Camden

i Journal should be given jobs

’ elsewhere in the -group,
- which publishes local papers
E - in London the Midlands and
- Wales. |

- hin bh e oo . 4

J obless

What is certam is that
most of the journalists who
have been on strike since
four days before Christmas,
will be left jobless and that
‘the . Camden" ] ournal is
defunct.

This end to the long and
painful strike which has been
waged by the NUJ against
Staniéy" Clarke the chair-
man- of - Couner Press, is
being- hailed by many of
those who fought it as a
-vrctory S

Clarke had sworn that

lans to axe the paper and

a]l the - jobs  were- non- -
‘negotiable. ‘He had consis-
tently- tarned his face-against
any means’ ‘of buying off the -
strike- through token con-

cessions.

His acceptance of arbi-

~ tration and an offer to take

two strikers back anyway (as

. well as reinstating other he

had ‘sacked’ for taking sup-

* porting gction) has been seen

‘as a climbdown from hrs
an'ogant attltude | »

a0 T S MABR L Lanrs an s Lan s ok

- _,Glirnpse

‘That it certainly is. But
the - -climbdown is not a

- yictory for the union, which

had set out to defend all the-

jobs and prevent the paper

o - closing..

Rather it is 2 tantahsmg

f ghmpse of what such a vic-
tory might have been. The

--fact that" ‘Clarke. made cON= |

- cessions as soon as ‘he was
" faced- with the prospect of
~ sympathetic strike action by

the  NGA

- palists  and printers- would

. .stage and on the fulk
s ﬂemands.
| Um(lue LT

The*Camden J ournal was

_.:umqne ‘in. the provincial

B press. Jt

~ had a '100% closed shop and

_an . editor . “who was: deter-., s

‘mined to keep it that way.

The result was a paper L

WInch often = expressed
particulatly: < dilnng
‘winter.of ;Flls.%ntent

3 -

announced - 1t—-w1th unmed-

still have jobs with the

‘immediate

showed what -
united. strike action: by jour-. -

" "have meant at an earlier -

 support for Jth’e trade ufiions, -
thep, PR

iate effect-—fouf days before
Chrrstmas. o
Vlctrmrsation played a

._ large part in his calculations

as was. evidenced by the red
scare propaganda he and
some. scab journalists distri-

- buted freely to journalists in

the rest of the group.
| Support -
"The response of the

members at Camden was to

fight and they were given
support by
colleagues on other North
London Newspapers publica-
tions. -

After two months they
were joined on strike by
NUJ members at Nuneaton,

Rugby, Learmngton and
'Haverfordwest.in Wales. .
- Members in all = these

centres came out because
they saw that the only way
to defend their own interests
was to defeat Clarke on his

 ‘first attack. The wunity of

journalists was sometimes
fragrle and was achreved at

- t had a-small staff and | —
- a small .circulation. . But it

.“_:g p;o '.al'-" "..a

- Dubbins.

..........
............
Y e @ &= [N v -w- ®™ ¥ R . » - - LIRS .

Demonstratwn in support of Camdpn stnkers

- great cost!

What was criminal was
that while those members
struggled to stop the closure,
the NGA leadership refused

“to support the struggle.

NUJ leaders who had
backed their own members’
action, nevertheless baulked
at confrontmg Tony
Dubbins, who was acting for

| the NGA

-~ A highly successful lobby
of the NGA National
Council which helped win

limited support, took place

against ‘the advice of the

NUJ leadership.
- Whip hand |
"The NGA leadership

knows it has the whip hand

~ when dealing with the NUJ.
fixed a meeting

between Clarke and the NUIJ

at which he acted as joint
chair and broker with the

Newspaper Society.
When this failed to pro-

duce an expected token shift

Pleasé send me more details about the Workers Socialist League. .

L 2 "'.—- - .8

I3 L Lo W B 5’77 Loudo wcm }xx
Thrs attltude combmed " _Send to: SL M BO‘ !l
- -‘wrth large and. ‘mounting g -
b _-.s'.losses brought the closure -
o decision from  Clarke who -
i

from Clarke, Dubbins gave
three - Weeks (1) notice of
strike action in Nuneaton.
“As the time was running
out, Clarke called for a meei-
ing "and offered arbitration.
Dubbins immediately told

‘the NUJ that was enough for

him, and threats of strike
actlon were withdrawn.

- Faced with no way for-
ward, the NUJ chapel voted
to accept arbitration. The

last gesture of defiance was

for North London jour-

nalists to stay out untrl the

arbitrator reported.

Even before the dust
settles on the dispute the
NGA and NUJ are talking
about amalgamatron within a
year. Such talk 1s hogwash

The fight in both unions
is for -«class solidarity; for
support in action on picket
lines as a precondition for
serious unity talks.

Anything less is an insult
to the self sacrifice of the
members who actually fight

- for wages and jobs.

Uni
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from Peoples March

those who

Yes—for th
“doubted it, the trade
union - leaders - have
followed  upon  the

example they set during
their series of speeches
to the Peoples March for
Jobs.

During the Maich they
expressed their moral out-

‘rage at unemployment and
lined up with local business-

men, Liberals, bishops and
rank and file clergymen in a.
cross-class appeal
Tories to “‘change course”.

Having reflected long and
hard on the next steps, the
Northern Region TUC has
now come up with the per-
fect answer to unemploy-
ment: if workers would only
give up their trade union
rights and hard won condi-
tions, perhaps they could

persuade the employers to
~ take them on? |

unnoticed.  As
spokesman sard afterwards:

10 the

jobs of their existing mem-

face -

Grovelling

~ This 1s exactlyethe offer a
made by TGWU and AUEW -

officials in beseecking the

giant Nissan car firm to allo-

cate its new Datsun plant to
one of three sites in the-
North East. |
- They have offered to
break down completely the
traditional job demarcation
established elsewhere in the.
car industry and engineering.

They have even offered
one joint union—or two, if
Nissan management prefcer it
that way.

They offered the “best-'_
possible” industrial relations.

Their grovelling did. not go

doc

Tory sceptrcs-except
.. those wrth ‘naval dock- .

armed forces. .
* "We do not argue for the - .
continuation of arms con-

‘yard constrtuencresw—
- Were delrghted B
The Thatcher govern-

ment had managed to cut.
-defence -
retaining an even mogg. lethal
nuclear force, and thrusting -
Hurden of cuts.

onto the Defence Mmrstry S

- civilian workforce. ‘

- spending .

the main

15-20,000 civilian jObS
the axe,

S ':.,",‘admrmstra:tron

- - - [ ] L] » - - - L] L ] - - » L] - ¥ -

-, .submarine _

. Progr amme <
__intact as. the focal pomt of
. an.  impel
strategy based almost exclus- .
._-wel’y on nuclear weaponfy.
" New deadly technology

Strategy
MeaIIWhrle the Trldent
Swill

nallst

/////

.-in the death industry is.even
. phasing. out.rank and - file
- .soldiers, sailors and. aifcrew
. with a.cut of 10 000 in the

. Navy

. 7.000 in the army and

2 500 i the RAF:

- while -

- imperialism,
standing ‘army, and arm the
“to . defend +

- Britain - against fmperialist

with - .the -
- closure of the Chatham naval

S base and dockyards, the run-
R gg?kl;m%i tt;eld P(;rtsgput;r{{,; attack, while. giving material

mls«u]e -
remam E

) mrlrtary |

‘one CBI

“It’s clear Datsun could

“ask for anything, and if they

weren’t offered the right
conditions they would just
~ take their factory some-
where else.”

Prostration

These are precisely the

kind of conditions the CBI
has looked to the Thatcher
government to create. The
- prostration of the Northern
TUC leaders stems from the
200,000 unemployed in the

region, -and the prospect of

securing 5,000 extra jobs.
Sooner than defend the

bers by mounting occupa-
tions ‘and strike action
against closures and redun-
dancies, union leaders are
turnmg now. to negotiating
away In advance the con-
ditions of workers In a
factory yet to be built! =~

Are there no lengths to
which these spineless bureau-
crats will refuse to go In
their avoidance of a fight
with the employers?

It appears not. The only
way workers can hope to

defend their interests . or
mobilise ‘independently
against unemployment is

through the buﬂdmg of a
new leadership in the labour
movement.

Duffy —-behmd AUEW grovelhng to Nrssan

Torles scu tle

Socxahsts hold no brief
for the defence of ]obs m the

tracts or the completion of

| warshlps.

Publrc Works

military _spending’ by. Brmsh
- disband

working .class

“assistance - 1o antr—capltaltst .
_ struggles around the world.
But - we do not remain

. mdrfferent o Inass’ redun-=

_dancies of workers employed

by the Defence- Mimistry —

which inMedway:will push

“unemployment- to® 17% and

bring a disaster to: the work-

* force'in Portsmouth. |
| Ourcall-tor a cut in arms
spené‘mg ‘funs- alongside. a
“calt for -a programme- of use-
ful public works ito-. create

jobs ‘not- only for workers
redeployed from » defence
contracts but also for some

of thé 3-million unemployed 'f.-'.f;fthelr ‘rforefgn rrva}s* P

thrown on the serapf heap bV SR

‘f‘-l orou natronahst
We argue for a workers’ ) vig >

government which will -.end

~the

o protectromst

jobs

" this bankrupt and bloody
- social system. |

A very different attitude.

was expressed by Commun-
ist Party member Ken Gill,

General Secretary of TASS.
. Attacking the Tory
decision to order the Amer-

ijcan version of the Harrer

: jump-jet he Taunched into a
tirade
-that would have pleased any
Tory backwoodsman. e
~ “Instead of ordering - the
“British - plane which -would
‘have kept vital désign téams -
intact and retained Britain’s
independent. manufactunng-
- capacity,’ the govemment
has sold our- brrtlmght [’]

 to the:Americans.”

Mommg Star, Jime ’}6':.

f 3 Natlonahsm

Glll s brazen- mtlonalrsm_

nd his “accepfance- of the
‘arms frade must be firmly -

rejected - by the workers
k movement
et Jobs’ must be defended'

‘through reéeploymem and -
~public ‘works,; “ROT through-

up “British? * death

prop
in opposrtroa to

merchants.

measures’ to




' \scarcely

- mobilised  in |
- around Tony Benn’s candid-
acy in the Labour Party and

- to secure an industrial base.

mmmtomveto
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After 22 weeks of occu-.
patlon in ~which  they

They have come under

transform  their
ment of a workers’ cooper-
ative, competing for a slice
of the declining market for
jeans and textiles.

The attempts of coun-

. cillors and STUC bureau-
crats to steer the women

down this blind alley have
now bee reinforced by the
offer from the boss of

Dickie Dirts jeans super-
 markets to place a regular

put a foot wrong,

- the 170 women fighting the

closure of the lee Jeans
- factory in Greenock seem

 likely to~ make a major
- error.

inereasing - pressure - .to
sxt-m |
strike into the establish-

‘future of its machinery. |
seem

~throu

- advantageous

order for jeans from the
~factory - |

Convenor

‘Monag han has sald

It is hke a dream

- come tru.’
Talks afe ‘being sought
between union represen--- '

tatives and the factory's
owners, Vanity Fare, on the

Management.

almost certain to press in

‘exchange for the lhfting of
the blackm of their goods

that has now been imposed
hout European docks
and already held up some
consignments.
They would
terms to
sell the necessary machin-
ry and the factory to the
workers —who until now

Ellen |

look for

| have sunpl taken it over
. and held on to it.

~fully

- from Greenoek
. plant in Ireland.

They would then cheer-
contmue with their
plans to shift production

Employers in Scotland
and elsewhere in the tex-

- tile industry seeking to
~ close factories and continue

the never-ending tide  of
redundancies would in
turn breathe a sigh of
relief that the Lee Jeans
struggle —a beacon in the
fight for jobs-—was at an
end. | |
- What is the alternative?
The occupation  has
already achieved national
prominence. Itr -has sec
ured regular material
support from Scottish ship-

Leading trade ‘union
members of the Com-

‘munist’ Party—inclnding -
~ Mick McGahey, Ken Gill,
.—and Kevin Halpin of the

-old Stalinist. ‘front body

| the Liaison. Committee
_for Defence of Trade
Unions—have

support to the July 18
COnference called by the
_ Labowur. Ceordmatmg
Commlttee

Billed as a .conference on
“Trade Unions and Social-

lent their

~ism”, it is.the LCC’s attempt . -

to capltahse on the cuirent

the wunions

For the CP it is a des-

“the task of building “a mass

: ey

- much-vaunted

‘ pamng attempt {o clutch on-
leftward-moving

to. the
‘currents in - the unions. who
have marginalised the old,

bureaucratic “Broad Left’ '_
exposed |

formations - and
‘many veteran CPers as open
allies of the right wing.

The conference sets itself

movement able to take on
and - reverse,
dnvmg from office,
- Tories.”

We are in favour of bmld-

the

ing such a movement and

keen to debate with the new

forces attracted towards this
initiative—though we remain
- sceptical of

- the
abilities to lead the move-
ment and hostile to its
‘““alternative
economic strategy”.

We urge readers who can

ultimately

LCC’s.

. fight

do so to attend the confer-

ence-—at Central Hall, West-

- minster-as delegates, and to -
LCC
< called around the Lee Jeans

against  the

- policies . of mport controls,

expansion of the National

Enterprise © " Board and

- planning agreements.”
OO

Instead talk in recent

LCC _literature of occupa-

tions and strike action to
combat cuts and . closures

must be developed into an -

explicit policy and a basis
_,for mass action,

Credentials (£.2 50) are
-available (3 per trade union

or Labour Party body, 10
per regional -or national
body) from the LCC (Trade
Union Conference), 9 Poland

Street, London W1.

. This week sees a final

opportumty for the civil

ar
B ;T "

SRR overnment’s-unaccepts
. ', T % pay offer. = ' |
on Thursday the Nat.lon

P

{fnwns wxll meet to demde_ }

-+ ‘on thenextphaaeof the pay -

- campaign, in - the hght ef
R zgembershlp “‘response . to

A sta e would be for the four "
blggest and most militant -

The
the other unions; r

servants; is now too hi h
Moreover ‘if the .

.}:call is delay ed even longer E
" then . the resolve of t.he"'

¥ umons the CPSA 'PHE -

| i”*»CS’g tb ‘deChre f#aﬁ out-:'{*-"“
pnce of nmty thh-
ting the higher- paid - c:vil*-

- scrape fof as long’

ing a further 148 taxcollec; |
-- -(office |

tors-m-charge
agerSl

w o to “borrow 80 ¢ heavxl tD
«offset  the -huge. loss to

_. 1 from a wide range

-‘geuemmem revenue.

.....

as . is
.neeessary to defeat the

to another

- this

' occupatlon ‘to i

the

:-ﬁFﬁd’* € konley: Dy=Luces: il
~“The demonstratlen was made up ef delegates' e Maxwell s pergmn “Press “for

‘However it is clear th-a't € Wld& support from tﬁ!

‘the Tories will. borrow and

yard workers, backmg from

‘a wide range of unions, and
the promise of mass pnckets -
to defend the plant against -

any attempt to evict the
occupatlon | -
It is now backed by
dockworkers’
action, which will have a
cumulative effect. Blacking
by transport drivers can
also ‘be
with action by USDAW

members in the main tex-

tile warehouses and dis-

tribution points to tie up ali
Vamty

movement of
Fare goods.

<0

Initial
picketin,

have shown

on retail stores
that

on Lee Jeans sales—and
even force stores to take
stocks
ment in -every town to
organise such
would © produce a

slash sales of VF jeans.
~ Such . action,
with = the ' occupation' of

the plant and its £1 million
| orth of stocks could begin -
- seriously .to
employers ‘where it really

squeeze the

hurts—on their balance

| books

<><>

< {Nor*" are the lee Jeans
- women the only ones facing -
situation. . Through-

 out - the :extile mdustryf :
- short time working, redun-
"dancies and closures are
- rife. Union leaders have so
‘far offered no perspectwe.

for a fight. -
A national conference

conferted

nge a lead to sit-ins and
upporting strikes in a host
of threatened factories.

Such action could then -
begin to spread to supplier
-firms, t

wholesalers where jobs are
equally threatened by the

firms and

recession in the trade and
decimation of the
workforce through new
technology

From one initial focus it

blacking | :

fought for, along

“attempts  at

such 3.
pickets can have an impact -

off . display. An
“appeal to the labour move-

pickets
.. Tes-
ponse that would rapidly

combined

ght for a
amme of
industrial aotlon to-defend
~ textile jobs could reverse
_this tlde of retreats, and

.4 1solated in one
Scotland could if it stands- -

of factories inthe Lucas group. |
TASS members at the Willesden factory where |
Cooley - worked- have been on strtke since he-

- was sacked.-

is possible to enviseage a

- wave of struggles growing
- which- will offer a lead
" throughout the industry
- and t.he whole workmg
.- class.

In Aug‘ust .

are to mount a mass cam-
paign of action to halt the

- closure of their - -Solihull
| jobs
could extend into the engin- |

plant:the rht: on

eenng indust

And in Lon n the occu-
pation of St. Mary's
hospital once puts the
fight for action against the
cuts at the centre of the

stage, with the TGWU now

. committed to a policy of
giving supportmg strike -

action.
In other words remstance 3
until - - NOW apparently -

plant in

firm still become the focus

of mass resistance to

the Tory government.
And it is only with the

~ defeat of the Tary govern-
“ment ‘that there  1s any

‘prospect that the national-

. isation of lLee Jeans and

the rest of the textile indus-
try can be forced through as

- the basis to save the thous-

ands of jobs at risk.
We o not wish to offer

Rover :
.workers in the ‘Midlands

-and - -making
redundant the - miilitants u
who saw them as a aolutlon. R

. cambmes and  the-
- ‘nology of the Far Fast isto -

- out ~of markets

- A — -~ .

.........
..........

the courageous women at

- Lee Jeans the illusion that
there is a quick or easy
- solution to their struggle.
- We wish only to under-
 line the fact that ‘they -

~weaker .if they accept the

hollow promise eof saving
jobs .through eatahhsh -
mgacoo;)eratwe ST

Every previous coopera-
tive—KME on - Mersey-

gide, Triumph Mendan and'-

the Scotttsh Daily News are

“the clearest examples—has
nothmg short ofa
| Tcatastmphe

wound up
demora!xsmg
evenmau

Today an -attempt to

that will try
the market with the
sweated labour of the big

ignore the fact that Vanity
are itself and other manu-
facturers are bein

throat competmon and the

slump in sales.
Lev1 Jeans plants are

~

Strong

* Wherever you
clear that ony a drastx

tech--

forced
by cut- -
‘For- a -Pp

figre i .
) {% < 0

\'.....-..
--------- - ¢
......... 3 s
S . BE 3
) g3 3
: 3 - . Py
. oo 'S.
3o &
- 4 %i‘
m e <
TR E. g;:
T s
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%l
et ";;: :-'c b
PIE:
RS
*
.:;;-% 3
(:.' e
g <
= :
- on short tnne* | F’amers

are on a three-da

" Blue Bell, too, is on shorl

time. @thers have closed
look it -

change m the whole ..... bhasis

hold in their hands the of the . can save

gossﬂ:nht y of extending and jobs and restore full pay
roadening a  struggle ~pakcets D

against the employers and - This: is* why ~we urge

the -Tory- government—a LeeJeana ~workers to

struggle which, will be the ' reject - the --siren - -voices

‘luring ~ them towards an
.. inevitably- domed and

diversionary - coopu‘"n
tive. :

Demand . more ﬁmncul

and industrial support ﬁm
your union! " Appeal
_ other textile. umons and the
*Lvhl;le labour meven
elp organise a fj
. for gobs in the mdustry!
offenswe! and i

natxonal labour movement
picket on lee . Jeans

set up a small jeans coop " StOCletS and retmlersl

to compete In

*Defend a]l ! For
work s | pay!
*For mass actmn to brmg

downtheTorias! -

i ®Nationalise idm tuh!e
- industry without compensa-
~ tion under'workers’ control.

~ "'Natxonahse -the banks
and . -major 1mghxm
B gy
economy to. ‘create new
jobs for the unemployed! ;

Pe rgamon

llaf ‘the 9, NUJ”members "saacked_ by “mibe:

.local labeur ntovement
.~ ‘Ameng the . banners displa ed by over 8
. '-plckets were those of the FBU, AUEW-TASS

g :Steike

L as - for masasive N umons | |
v .mcreag{oes in the levy to ' membership . .will be -~ Only all out’ actlon ‘can] - .The - Stﬂkefs were. due to meet wg: went A . CPSU, ‘all  Oxford - NUJ chapels,_ Oxferd Cii:"
., 2 -sustain the preaent selec-«:_ ‘seriously weakened © - wili now.-At the same time _~_=tto press to decide on. then'next course qfactlon._«;.,;_,, |- Labour. Party and NUJ membets at ell
f;':J;fmvaa(:tlg? afenow. Daying th: mi:uhﬂ y n the CI;?:; *m::kst 'm tﬁhl: pmcess of [. Meanwhile; ‘manual- work‘ers m the group: -’?"":-‘f'recent acquim jon; BPC, .. = . S S
e f;_:,,;vbe,tweé'n "71‘.’125 “and’ E10-' ,ness of the ban_" iTs ptey - of' - kickin 2 out atl those’ umon -“ﬂ"are ]xavmg 3 5% WAGE INC SE F.- NGA MMﬁm under aracuiat pres
'?‘:*uﬁﬂ!e sew th ﬁr&eﬁl&%g  (bankr D b@gf - rd: ._ ;ﬁ’md d“’f:gl:ch: f:;‘;n Although stewa;rds recommended a: vote for;. . “union would fm 2 ‘_ ell to reinstate -th
Pl N e- pa * .appropria chmce word. - | el

B walk w g M _‘.__..mgve sem) thn a . fighting loader :__éistrtke ai:ﬁomﬁrespense towb"?ffez amass meetk,& strikers and negotiate w,thﬂ,e Nﬂf bapel. .. - -
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19 July is the dead-

. Fund - and - we're
still £1,000 short.
So if we are going to
-mal;gt to our target of
'£2 it is - gomg to
 require a major effort -
~.on. the part of our
*-readers and supper

oF .and refuse to- ;'aiae mtes er
Se let s net delay, | mksmtewst
any longer ‘Send us a ,
: doaatlon today and = -
 help.us complete our. . -
N ‘fundm tlme-:.:_:.,, .- ‘The resolution = was
" Qur - addre: 1S strongly opposed from the
“Socialist Press Fund gg‘:nom, :d‘ kadndr;::
.. “wiith no_sec-
BM Box 5277, London tion ona&e f‘”j But it was
WCIN 3XX, _éven more ly sup-
| pgmd by con dele-
the goger/ ment as :m insur-___
ance policy. |
I other words, itwhegl
Mitterand’s ~ government
carties out ahti-warking class
: actions it will be able to use
~ the Communist Party’s influ-
- ence.in the working class to
, step any resistaace o

L s way o

o €P.

but'lwm also gone out. ot’ v

give mxmstenal

j iopa te thc Commumst
Y. it CGT bu& 1t has the majonty

- _support on. 1.813 mamcx-f

F brqugh% mto the govem--‘ 4'palnt1es..,.._ S

L - o ment?- Whﬁc #is true that -

S orters were told 40?:--;’_‘“mc!unon of ﬂle four shinis- =

- - .. vote for the SP in-the second .

R o£ the .election, . that
feciprocated by SP- . -

basts of

The 2 mﬁhon ,strong

_TGWU is uow ‘officially.
committed to: fnll-acale

action to halt Tory cuts in
the public servncea. -
At the union’s Blenmal

- Conference . last ‘week a

resolution

was ssed
- which: pa

*Supperta dxrect action

the cuts.

agamst |
*Pledges
who take action and occupy
~to defend
“will be backed by-a TGWU
gall for suppwtmg strike
e o
s8'F
- for Labour coun
~refuse to-img

Not en!y

LR P

"The. t fer th”e
spemrwalfy on the
ovemmemﬂ

'solidamy" (’ot w t RHarold ™

“Branch,

that - workers
councils”

jobs and services Thatcher

deés the (‘P"-‘~.-“ sfofred 10
L of mm

_had m ’aw?%.ﬁ{ or- th
reeﬁec-

| Tory cuts.

-Moving the resolutlon on

‘behalf of the Cowley 5/293
Alan Thornett
“was able to draw on.the
 lessons of debates at the-
-two ‘conferences convened
last. winter by Lambeth |
council on the crisis facing

local government.
He stressed the necessity
for class action and for

40 . defy the
the cnts are to be defeated

\

From the .

Kitson tro out the tired

- old example of the Clay
Cross
“‘prove’’ that resxstance is

councillors” to

useless. _.
Thormett in

basis to ensure-that never
again could the same
betrayal take place.

'a!greés‘ to—'-and" that th'e:y v}ill;f
have to support anythmg he

does

Jast to make surc that_'

- the. whole (‘P the Socialist .
Pm? chiefs thémselves insis- .

ted that one of the four
mmlsters M te be no .less a,f

 figure A
deputy lee&er ef the Stalm:st

par tY
- “edly
are th¢ same as ¥

De Gaulfe’s.. 1945
govemmam

“They do. nog tﬁfc? 10 thej-.
fact that they weie @’e‘k‘fd ~

“‘out of those pOsts ia 1
“when. Pe.Ga

sther whed ;he'l.ia@ga
States insish d that tbey: be

‘hands at first appes
close. In the chair, Stan

- government if
tform Alex

- reply
stressed” that the Clay
Cross stand was- correct:
- but councillors were left
" -isolated by the unions and
.~theLabourParty |
His motion offered a

.

The vote on a show of

Pemberton  called for
tellers to count those for

‘and against.. But this was
delayed, and in the event

he was obliged to declare
the vote carried.

This decision glves a
mandate for action for
every trade unionist in

‘the public sector. Press for

direct action to halt . the

Genera! Council and the

SP’
CP Central - Committee,
included - {(amongst general

platitudes about improving.
the lot of the working: class) -

- the following key paragraph; -
E “By virtue of these prin-

. theyafﬂrmthe t.
the Afghaa m

fbl’ the " a’w:th-

*}t is ebv:oasly m_ciu&ed
eo m lww, uch: thc
,_"'P thﬂt eivn

it T )

ared

. closures.

250-strong

for

-—.\ “w . _\_"4 ‘{nf\-‘. & o

,’e. Siae T

"The staff at St. Mary’s

the fight agninat ctita and

The workers at the

| ;London hospital took the

ecision to occupy at a

the unions in the hospital,

,_ who have been campaign-
st the threat of

closure for several years.
The local comtnumty

. - . 3 ..‘. o ._ X = . "
ool s _,".'?g'(.g & e
o2
~4

. much they will be used -
When Trotskyists fight
an SPCP government
they not.only insist on--the
exclusnon of the bourgeois
- ‘Radicals but- demand certain
‘actions-and pollues of such a:
govemment .

- This: 4s: m erder both to
pnsh forward the strugles
. of the working class and-to '
_expose the. ref‘enmsts and
Staliatstsm action.. .

“Even.in the fﬁmetxen of
ihemverm the Fr.ezwh
CP is mgwmg that xhey want

a-CPSP- government for the.
mﬂueatm positions it offers -

-Thnraday 25 June. This

' become & nanonaliocus of

- mass. meeting -
 last Wedneada The
work-in is supported by all

‘the

enough

" is exptected
decision shortly on ‘the

- -« :
o . e & ‘)--ﬂ :- R =
A g ;?c-..:.. : ,‘q_a‘{(ﬁ% wyﬁ % K
L A % T W *::’m : _'~9 -
TR

....
e T

‘‘‘‘‘‘
- .

the depi'i\fed “area- of
%%%"Uagd de$w6 all out ‘Hospital, Harrow - Road, . Paddington = which the
quOm g .-started & ‘work:in’ om hos 1"- “"rvea .are com-

. '”tothe meter
However, ahewmg' .. t.he

‘case for ‘the

.hospxtal open, and demon-

stratlng the support of
local = community
predictably, not
to remove the.
threat of closure. -
‘Health Minister Vaughan
to make a

were,

hospital authorities’

o plan to close . 109 acute

\i

andmttan;ﬁstthewoﬂum

" 'Was taken

Deputy
~trator Barbara Y
was to show loyalty tc

medical and surgical beds
and 11 rehabilitation and’

rheumatolo beds—6
"~ wards an one-third' of
- the total beds in all.

The other proposal is t.o

» .-restnct the casualty ser-
| hncg to the walkmg woun-

. e ’

- ambulance cases will be

This will mean 1

transferred to other hos-
pitals, further away. -
The decision to -occupy

Vaughan’s verdict on the
hoapltal because it was
becoming obvious to. the

..: staff that the 1 ent
" were already on the
. assumption that the ward

closures were a foregone

‘conclusion.

New porters were bemg

taken on on 6 months’

contracts. According to
Dletrlct ‘Adminis-

members of st.aff -In o&ber

«.'wexds, smce the hoapltai

‘wwa be easy to get rid of . Hospit
newer rnembomo '3“5 ey

. - ~ ,‘
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et

mth a maaa chke* at

prior to

Heslth Authonty dmm_

2 o'clock- on - Thureday.
- Picketing - is mm
betw%y 8 an;:d anfo 8
eve , in order to pu g
c:aerythe oecupam:m and .te-
preveiit :no:; m
equipmen patie
Sonny: - Jones, - TGWU
Senior. Steward ‘explained
- that ‘all grades. are heh)-

ing to org: the occ
tion" leldel'_ s e
Livingstone lmd' a vist to

the picket line on the first

day, declared his own sup- -

port and pledged himself to
work in the GLC for support
for the action.

"~ The Ambulance Service
g Rk X
inue to n

the casualty- xpa.mnen

regardless of any govern-
ment decision to .-restrict

it.
National su support has
be organised in the hbom'
movement to make this
oce:sp:}t:on successful. |
e Occupation Com-
. mittee declared in their
first public atatemeat |
“the sole object- of tne
‘work-in” is to keep the
hospttal -open, to contifue
rovide. a pri
pi. service to local
community and to save the
jobs of hospital workers’’.
Thepoembﬂlty of maa




