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On February 23rd, 1988, the Interna-
tional Socialist League was formed
from members of a tendency (the
Bolshevik Tendency), which had
heen fighting for internationalism and
seeking to change the political
course of the majority leadership of
the Workers Revolutionary Party
(“Workers Press”). The Interna-
tional Socialist League decided to

become a section of the International |

Workers League (Fourth Interna-

tional), generally known as theL.1.T.

from the initials of its name in
Spanish.

The question of internationalism s vital, not
just for the small groups of trotskyists whao
were involved in this struggle in the W.R.P.
It is vital for the whole of the working class.

One of the major crimes of stalinism has
been the undermining of the international-

ism of the working class. In 1923, Stalin -

discovered the theory of ‘Socialism in One

Country” as a weapon against Trotsky and

his internationalism. Since then, what has
been consistent in all the turns of stalinist
policy has been its opposition to a struggle
for a real intenationalist policy for the
working class.

Today, the working class has no interna-
tional organisation with mass sections. Yet
it is today more evident than ever, that world
relations dominate working class lives.

THE MULTI-NATIONALS ROAM
THE GLOBE

The multi-national or trans-national firms
scour the globe for profits. These conglom-

erates of financial and industrial capital -
operate on a global scale irrespective of |

frontiers and national boundaries. They
dominate governments.

In the last decades their interests have
driven them to enormously expand their

power andthe concentration of their capitai.
The old traditional industries have declined
in  Europe and North America; mass
unemployment, particularly of youth has
soared; The trans-national firms have in-
creased exploitation in the former colonial
and semi-colonial countries.

Not the least of their aims was to destroy the
organisation and militancy of the workers in
the former heartlands of capitalism. How-
ever, the result has been to bring millions of
new workers and exploited peopies into
struggle in South and Central America, In
Korea, in the Phillipines, in South Africa,
and elsewhere - particularly as the struggle
for markets has sharpened in the last
decades.

Any perspective for the building of a
revolutionary party in Britain must be

firmly based ontwo fundamentals. One, the

internationaiism of marxist-leninist-
trotskyism. In this epoch, internationalism
means nothing uniess it means the follow-
ing: that the programme of revolutionaries IS
hased on world economic and political
development and that revolutionaries are
part of aworld organisation, and that they
struggle to develop a world leadership.

The second fundamental, is profound con-
sciousness of the nature of the revolution-
ary period since the end of the war, in which
masses throughout the world have again
and again hammered at imperialism. This

period brings out again the truth of Trofsky's

statement  about :  "the instinctive and
elemental drive of the proletariat to recon-
struct society an communist beginnings”.

There is a relationship of forces and an
underlying consciousness we can see in
Britain which makes it impossible for the
imperialists to continue their attacks upon
the working class without tremendous
class explosions. That is very clear in the
present developments in Britain in relation
to the National Health Service.

THE WORKING CLASS PUSHES
FORWARD. THEIR LEADERS
RETREAT.

The Tory offensive and the struggle by the
trans-nationals, such as Fords, to break
workers' strength, is driven by powerful
forces of international competition. Capital-
ism can only fulfill its necessities if it can
completely and utterly smash and crush this
working class.

The great thing is that the British working
class {s proving once again that it is an
intractible obstacie. In their steps on the way
to the consciousness ofa struggle for power,
the waorking class can condition and check
that offensive, knock it back and win
victories.

It is on thisthatwe base ourconfidence, that
out of the working ciass there can be built
an international leadership asan alternative
tothe old bureaucracieswha are afraid of the

- workers’ struggle, seek to inhibit them, and

capitulate in front of the imperialists and
their governments.

It is not sufficient to say that the trade unigon
and labour leaders in Britain have retreated
steadily in face of the state attacks on the
unions, the local councils and the commu-
nities. The factisthattheyare driventoattack
the rights of their membership, as shown by
the leaders of the E.EE.P.T.U., the AEU. re-
organisation and the National Union of
Teachers restructuring.The union leader-
shipareaiding, moreand more, the aims and
the interests of the Tory Government.

" They have stood by and even assisted crimi-

nally the development of a situation where
the youth face a future without hope. They
have put up no struggle for real training for
youth; have agreed tothe wholesale destruc-
tion of industries and have assisted the
government in its schemes to turn the
youth into a super exploited cheap labour.




Thay desperately wish to work with the !

Japanese, American and British trans-
national firms, to make their “sweetheart
deals”, and be given some crumbs from the
finance capitalists in return for regulating

the {abour force.
THE NEED FOR PROGRAMMES
OF ACTION

The International Socialist League seeks to |

convince the widest layer of workers of the
urgent need to unite around a programme of
action to break the workers' organisations
from collaboration with the state and the
employers; to resist anti-union and

anti- militant legislation; to fight for union |

democracy; to resist youth slavery. There (s
aneedtobuildamovement on class struggie
lines that can carry outthetask of removing
the present leadership of the unions which
capitulates to the state and the trans-nation-
als.

The central question is to develop the inter-
national tasks inall working class struggle.
And the alternative leadership which must
be built in the British working ¢lass must
be internationalist.
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the fundamental problems which face the
mass of the working men and women and the
youth in this or any other country can be
resolved until the workers take power and
control, and end frontiers andexploitation.

We will ceaselessly continue to propagate
that. However, we do not pose agreesment .

with the entire programme of trotskyism as
the essential basis for a united struggle for
breaking the organisations of the working
class from the disastrous course of class
collaboration now being pursued by the
labour and trade union bureaucracy.

GENUINE INTERNATIONALISM
IS MORE THAN WORDS

There exist in the world three major interna-
tional organisations that call themselves
trotskyists. There is the “Fourth Interna-

tional” with its United Secretariat, an

arganisation generally known as USec.
There is the “Fourth International {!.C.R.)"
whose leader is Pierre Lambert. There is,
finally, the “International Workers' League
(L1.T.} - Fourth International”.

The first two are revisionist. The “Fourth
Internaticnal {I.C.R.)" has made adaptations
tg social demacrcy in its policies over &
period. The Usec international in turn has
capitulated, not only to statinism, butto petty
bourgeois nationalism.

As against these two, the International Work-
ers League has fought for trotskyist prin-
iciples. In words and deeds they have stood
for internationalism and have also made
decisive breaks from circle existence in
many countries, and in two countries, Brazil
and Argentina, have dug deep roots into the
working class.

WE WILL BUILD A MASS
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

We ask those who see the urgent need fof a|

world party and the way that Trotsky saw it

as resolving the crisis of humanity through
resolving the question of working class
leadership, to study the documents and
programme of the |.S.L. and of the L.L.T.,
and join with us in forging an international
leadership of the world struggle for social-
ISm.

As the International Workers' League
(Fourth International) - the L.L.T. says in its
statutes:

“The purpose of the International Workers'
League -IW.L. (F.1)- is to overcome the
crisis of leadership of the workers’
movement and build a Fourth International
with mass influence. Only by solving the
crisis of proletarian feagership will the per-
manent mobilisation of the workers and
exploited in the world against imperialism
and the bourgeoisie finally culminate in the
victory of the international  socialist
revolution and the establishment of the
revolutionary dictatorship of the prolefariat.

‘The IW.L.(F.l) does not claim to be
the revolutionary feadership of the world

- profetariat, nor does its existence imply the

the overcoming of the present ¢risis of the
Fourth International. However, atpresent, it
constitutes  the only  aemocratically
centralised world organisation struggling
for these aims.

“The [W.L.(F.l) reaffirms that the crisis
of revolutionary leadership shall be solved
inthe course of mobilising the masses by
means of agreements and fusions with the
other tendencies and organisations which,
given by the upheaval of the masses, may
become committed in the struggle against
the counter-revolutionary apparatuses of
the Stalinists, Social Democrats and the
Labour union bureaucracy  and the

‘natienalist. opportunist  petty- bourgeois
'stteams as well as against revisionismwhich

claims to be frotskyist but capitulates to
them.”
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PERUVIAN SEAMEN ON STRIKE

IN LIVERPOOL DOCKS

IN Various

Ip was im-

The sh
because of a debt of

Liverpool docks since
$1,460,000 which the owners of the

In

owe for docking charges

ship -Compania Peruana de Vapores-
European ports.
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October 23rd.

stranded
pounded

Is againstthe seamen when they

returned home to Peru. Finally, the

seamen before school begins in Peru,
reprisa

so they can buy books, uniforms, etc,

for their children).
company that they would not take

t

After one and a half months of striking,
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debt of £250 that the company has

seamen reclaimed the payment of a
owed them since July of 1986.

increase
ing

the Company offered only £2 a month
The seamen continued the strike. They

BUREAUCRACY CRAWLS

T0 FORD

IS notabout “what’s in

4

1ONISM

German counterparts were preparedto
hand German trade unions over to

Hitler.
Trade un

to the

10N

further capitulat

powerful and wealthy multi-nationals.
They advocate the “new realism™ for

preparing a

Leaders of Britain’s trade unions are
trade unions. Two leaders of the AEU | A CLASS QUESTION

were engaged in secret negotiation
with Ford last September at the time

iples at Dundee or

jon princ

British trade unionists must repudiate
thisunholy and festeringalliance. They | They demanded a pledge from the

must declare war on leaders who start
with their own narrow interests as

bureaucrats, and see membersh

trade un
elsewhere.
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terms of their own jobs and income.
enemies.

They must challenge the multi- nation-
als and seek a unity with workers in

other areas and other countries who

are struggl

rangements with this company.

BUREAUCRATS WILL DESTROY
WORKERS ACHIEVEMENTS

these leaders’ plans for cowardly-ar-

wds

all these struggles what was

achieved by Ford workers

In

ing is
their

increase
IS and

lona

to assist the
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jus
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jionist must face the
truth. This leadership - stalinist and

IS finished.

to the mult
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multi-nationals

0

reformist - will hand the British trade
~¢ Ton

lower conditions and pay which

achieved against the trade union
bureaucracy. Nowthis bureaucracy will
destroy it all. What they are say

that British workers must accept the
multi-nationals give elsewhere. If, the
exploitation all over the globe, then

Every trade un
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LABOUR PARTY RIGHT WING PURGE KIRKBY

For the past two years, the Labour
Party right wing leadership has been
engaged in a witch-hunt and in the
reorganisation of several Merseyside
constituency parties and the Liverpool
City Labour party. One of the
constituency parties is Knowsley
North.

The fight to rid themselves of their
sitting MP - Kilroy Silk - resulted in his
resignation, alleging “intimidation” by

»”

Militant “extremists”.

This was a complete fabrication. There
was no intimidation; all the “dirty
tricks™ were on the
and his right wing friends, such as
leaders of the EEPTU. He was heartily
detested among active Labour party
members as a self seeking careerist.
Militant supporters were never more
than a handful in the constituency.

RIGHT WING IMPOSED
CANDIDATE

Kinnock and the right wing leaders of
the Labour Party were prepared to
back Kilroy Silk but he went offto a well
paid johin television. George Howarth,
put forward by the General and
Municipal

Workers Union and the
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side of Kilroy Silk

Labour bureaucracy, was imposed on
the Constituency, and the Party was
suspended.

The activists were grouped around the
Kirkby Unemployed Centre which has
atremendous record of campaigning in

" the area and has an average of a

hundred people a day coming in for
advice on Welfare Rights.

As part of the right wing offensive the
labour council cut its grants to the
Unemployed Centres by 50%. The
campaign of the Kirkby centre against
this intensified the right wing witch
hunt.

EXPULSIONS AND
SUSPENSIONS

Eleven left wing activists have been
summoned efore  the National
Constitutional Committee which was

~ setup by the Labour Party right wing to

witch hunt opponents.

So far, two of the Kirkby left wingers
have been expelled. Jim McGinley a
member of the National Union of
Teachers and, chairman of the con-
stituency, was expelled for being a
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supporter of “Militant™. Jim Bradshaw
was expelled in his absence, without
any hearing.

Tony Bovyle, secrtery ofa Transportand
General Workers’ Union branch, was
suspended from membership of the
Labour Party for three years.

Councillor Alan Kelly was barred from
holding office in the Labour Party for
two years. As he said: “They produced
“evidence” on the charge of being a
member of a Militant group which
refuted. So they introduced another
charge - one of “caucusing”. As they
did not produce any evidence on this
charge there was nothing to refute so
| got two years suspension”.

RIGHT WING ON THEIR KNEES
BEFORE TORIES

Mike Malone, secretary of the constitu-
ency party has been barred from hold-
ing office for three years. He was
charged with “swearing” and “intimi-
dating behavior” at a lobby of a meet-
ing. Those in the Labour Movement
who have personal knowledge of this
comrade will know, from this verdict,
the cynical and fraudulent nature of the
proceedings in Knowsley North.

Mlke said “the charge, especially
against Tony Boyle, shows how the
leadership is attacking the left and the
trade unionists in every way possible.
They aim to brake any dependence on
trade unionists and are looking to
European Social Democracy as their
model.”

These left wingers feel that the attacks
on them take place because the right
wing in the council and in the
leadership of the Labour Party have
only policies of capitulation before the
and

Tory Government's cuts

privatisation plans.
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STRATEGICAL MILITARY
QUTPOSTS FOR
WORLD IMPERIALISM

MALVINAS

AN IMPERIALIST PRGVOCATION

British naval manoeuvres around the
Malvinas are a deliberate provocation.
It would be wrong to think that British

on

toothless old |

ISIN 1S NOW 4

!

and hangs on to the Malvinas because

imperia

list great-
ke Thatcher.

imperia

of nostalgia for past

IiICIaNs

ness of Tory pol

impe-

. were made by hard headed
rialists. They were born from consid-
erations of the possible exploitation of
the Antartic and for strategical reasons

Decisions to wage the Malvinas war
sion

and hold them as a colonial posses-

- both of a military character, and to

In America.

ion in Lati

LABOUR LEADERS’

CHAUVINISM

counter revolut

hich Labour

and trade union leaders love to wallow

IS, INW

It was the national

(“1 would die for my country” said Kin-
nock at the last Labour Party Confer-

ence), which gave the Tories an elec-
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NICARAGUA: BULLDOZERS FROM HONDURAS

On March 12th the U.S. escalated its
threats to  Nicaragua by landing
troops in Honduras. Its aim was to
assist the Contras to force its policies
on the Nicaraguan Government. It is
the result of an inconsistent policy of
the Nicaraguan Sandinist
Government, that permits the
counter-revolutionary  opposition 1o
still operate against the Nicaraguan
Revolution.

The Esquipulas 2 agreement, signed
by the Presidents of Nicaragua,
Honduras, Guatemala, Costa Rica and
El Salvador established that the
Sandinistas must negotiate with the
right opposition and give the counter-
revolutionaries full political freedom.
In exchange for this, the Sandinist gov-
ernment received vague promises
from the USthat itwould stop assist-
ing the Contras.

But this agreement did not include
even a promise on the part of imperial-
ism to withdraw the American troops
stationed in Honduras, Panama and El
Salvador.

The Esquipulas 2 is anagreement that
puts the future of Nicaraguan Inde-
pendence in danger, because Nica-
ragua has summitted its political
regime to an international agreement
with the pro-imperialist governments
of Gentral America.

Since the agreement was signed Nica-
ragua has been more and more under
attack and the Nicaraguan government
IS moving back while the counter-
revolution in Nicaragua itself has
been strengthened.

We are unconditional supporters of
Nicaragua. And we agree with

organisations like the Merseyside Un-
employed Centre, that has organised
a Building Brigade for Nicaragua. But
we disagree withthe Sandinist’s policy
and withthe left parties that pray for the
success of the Esquipulas || agreement
and thus repudiate the struggle for an
independent development of  the
Nicaraguan revolution.

A revolutionary process cannot be
stopped, it advances or goes back to a
counter-revolutionary defeat. The
overthrow of the Somoza dictatorship
iIn 1979, was the first step of the social-
1st revolution in Nicaragua. Now, the
Nicaraguans must go on with their
revolution, by expropiating the bour-
geosie, arming the popular militia to
crush the contras and must apply a
policy independent of the US, and
other pro - imperialist governments
of Central America.

PANAMA: THE U.S. AGRESSION CONTINUES

The US is attacking Panama’s sover-
2qnty and interfering in its internal

- e m g m

==-z-z  Manuel Noriega, by using

=, puting in a new President,
S>> 3 Paima.

* -~ g arovoked an institutional crisis |

=~ zn aconomic blockade, and sup-
- alocal bourgeosie general strike
-z« out) against Noriega's Govern-

|
|

-2z 2=r+ Eric del Valle. Noriega an- |

Reagan now has found out that Nori-

he

is supporting the Panamanian -
people and is defending democracy. ©= America.

mantain its domination in Latin

Of course, Reagan and the US govern- ‘\ So now, Reagan wants an obedient

ment are no friends of democracy in
Latin America. The U.S. supported
every dictatorship, even the most cor-
rupt, like Marcos in the Phillipines and
Duvallier in Haiti.

What the US ruling class really wants
s to maintain their military bases in
Panamaand to control all of Centraland
South America.

In 1977, the U.S. and Panama Govern-

ments signed an
meant the return of the Canal to Pan-
ama in a few years. Ten years later, the
U.S. has realized that it needs to have

Government in Panama to sign a new

agreement that

agreement to mantain the bases for a
long time.

Internationalist revolutionary social-
ists, of course, do not support
Noriega's governement in Panama. But
it is the Panamanian people, and not
the imperialists who have to decide
how to deal with Noriega. We must
support the Panama people against
this new imperialist aggression. They
have certainly no desire to hand that
task overto US Imperialism which they
want out of their country.

egaisa dictator, a drug trafficker, and
is corrupt. For his part Reagan declares

a force of 10,000 in Panama, 10
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to the world the problem confronting
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but not as second class or oppressed
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He said women should return to their

traditional womenly roles in the house.
By this alone he shows how the

national relations. Gorbachev's policy | bureaucracy is driven
revolution. The working class interna-

Democratic rights of women are also
further undermined as the struggle
against the working class deepens.
Gorbachev in March outlined the “so-
lution” to the anticipated explos

unemployment of at least 16 million.
The national question and democratic
rights are integral parts of the political
tionally has the responsibility to burn
out of the Soviets and leaderships any
conciliation to chauvinism or to the
dismissal of democratic rights.
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Gorbachev continues Stalin's Policies

Fraternal relations will be built by the

“not of the

f one nationality over

anotherin the proper sense of the word,

lantagon

because of the uneven

development dominated by the re-

10Nd

the nations

" Trotsky wrote
with the Great Russian”.

ion
- factor” into our national relat

lass will, in overthrow

the bureaucracy, tear out of the Soviets

the slightest Russian abuse.

t
's. Gorbachev should have

said we are introducing the “efficiency

N

ingc
are growing

oppression 0

iS a ques
t Len

Imperialism. The present leaders ofthe
Soviets can only undermine the

Revolution Betrayed
but of oppression by the centralised

the point of disintegration by the rule of

Soviet working class in the common
struggle against Stalinism and

NATIONALITIES
The work

development of all
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the bureaucracy. Nat
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ika has and w
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in our country” | "l
attent

Great Russian

bureaucracy.
nationalistic campaign” of Stalin, in his

ing equal rights under
include large numbers

ing and deepen

Ing the nat
ight of nat

Inu

. They have begun an open and
“out-and-out

mass fight against the great Russian

chauvinism of the
hts of the smaller countries that
1922 were being drawn into the union

ht to say that the national quest
of republics.

Slon

g

rig
handling of Georgiawas condemned by

(Soviet News 4.11.87).
Lenin.

Six months later millions living in the

has been resolved
Lenin paid the closest

mean cont

tacks onthe r
today is that the Soviet Union can only | The Eastern bloc has been brought to

speech onthe seventiethanniversaryof -
strengthen itself and the International

the Russian Revolution, “we have every
manding an end to national oppres-
It was a crime against the working class

and Bolshevism and it has been contin-

ued to the present.
Lenin found complete agreement with

Trotsky and formed a bloc with the
working class by the closest attention

to nationa! feelings, history and

established then, and is more true
language.

“Comrades” boasted Gorbachev, in his ‘
Soviet Union have demonstrated de-
Those demand

Soviet law also

from the three Baltic Republ

Far from solv

Glasnost and Perestro

LENIN'S POLICY

The

Georgian Bolsheviks, who had been
attacked by Stalin. What has been
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D-Day for
Tories new Social Security legislation
IS April 11th. Farreaching reforms are
set to hammer the poorest people in

society and hit the under 25's
particularly.
Income Support will replace

supplementary Benefit. If you are 18 to
25, single and without children,
unemployed and a householder, i.e.

renting or buying any form of accomo-

dation; the new system will mean less
money for you. After April 11th new
claimants will receive just £26.05 per
week, a cut of over 14%. This will
affect about 100,000 young people.

the introduction of the ! On top of this people living in their

own place will have to pay 20% of their
general rates and all of their water
rates. If you are under 18 and living
iIndependently, whether you are single
or acouple, you will lose even more
money. If you have no children you
could lose up to £11.30 per week. [f
you have children you will lose at least
£5.70 per week.

NO APPEAL

In April all the one-off payments will
end. This will be replaced by a
discretionary loans system operating

from a “Social Fund” with no right of

TORIES GUT SOCIAL SECURITY

appeal if you are turned down. Loans
will have to be repaid from benefit.
Income support also means the end of
weekly additions for heating, laundry,
special diet, baths and domestic help

- which the basic level of benefit has

never covered.

The Government is forcing young
peopletobedependent ontheir parents
for money and a place to live. More
young women will be forced into
having children as the only means of
achievivg an independent life. The
Tories have cut £8 billion off benefits

- since 1979 and yet £13.6 billion has

been handed out in tax cuts to the rich.

“WORKFARE" is a work for benefits
scheme operating in certain states in
“1e USA upon which Norman Fowler

)1

“=~ "WING SCHEME” (NUTS).

]

“m2 NUTS  will bring together all
2+ 37°g  Manpower  Services
-2 mision (MSC) schemes for the
over 18’s, principally the Job Training
Scheme (JTS) and the Community
Programme (CP) into one scheme
which will begin to operate from
September 1st 1988.

NUTS will pay benefit plus £10 for 40
hours work per week and will be made |

compulsory for 18 to 50 year olds.

Participants on NUTS will be trainees
not employees and as such will not be
covered by the Health & Safety, Equal
opportunities and Race & Sex
Discrimination Acts that protect
workers in real jobs.

~z3 nioneered his “NEW UNIFIED -

DOLE WILL BE LOST

People entering the scheme will never
again go back onto the unemployment

register. lftrainees do nothaveajobto

goto onfinishing their maximumof12
months they will either join ajobclub,
enterthe Enterprise Allowance Scheme
or some other form of MSC scheme, go
into full-time education or take
voluntary work in the local community
untilthey getajob. If you refuse a place
on the NUTS you willlose your dole for
six months or 40% of your Social
Security forthe same period. Alongside
the Restart interviews the Government
have  introduced stringent new
regulations which are a throwback to
the “not genuinely seeking work’
legislation which

thousands from benefit.

The objective of the compulsory work
for benefit schemes s toinstitute a low
wage economy and create a potential

UNIONS MUST CEASE COLLABORATION
WITH SLAVE LABOUR.

pool of cheap scab labour which will
give the green light to any employer to
sack a whole workforce and introduce
NUTS workers in their place.

150 scheme workers lobbied the
March meeting of the General
Executive of the Transport & General
Workers Union (T&G) to fight for their
union to take a position of total opposi-
tion to theintroduction of the NUTS,
which is in any case T&G conference
policy. RonTodd, General Secretary of
the T&G asked that the executive defer
a decision on whether the T&G should
support NUTS. He was overturned by
the new executive and instructed to go
into the TUC witha position of complete

- opposition to NUTS.
disqualified
There must be a campaign launched to

fight against the scheme. The unions
must cease their collaboration with the
administration of slave labour and pull
out of the MSC
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b
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SPAIN, ITALY, ARGENTINA AND BRITAIN -
TEACHERS IN STRUGGLE

In the middle of March, the majority of
Spain’s 270,000 teachers held the sec-
ond of their two day strike this year for
higher pay. In Italy, the unofficial
movement of teachers continues. Last
year it lead a demonstration of 60,000
teachers in Rome.

Argentine teachers also took action last
month. At the start of a new school
term in March they refused to take
classes.

Argentine teachers’ wages are among
the lowest in the public service. And
hetween the various provinces there

are wide differentials in teachers’
wages.

The teachers are demanding a wage
increase and a national minimun
wage. The government have offered a
minimun that is lower than teachers in
some provinces are already being paid.

The trade union bureaucracy reluc-
tantly called the strike after agitationin
the rank of the unions.

Teachers in the majority union, who
support the M.A.S. (Movement toward
Socialism) -the trotskyist party in Ar-

NUT ELECTION NEWS

Socialist  Voice interviewed Andy
Dixon, a newly elected member of the
national executive of the National Union
of Teachers .

SV “Why did you win in Greater Man-
chester when the right wing have
dominated for so long?”

AD “| think we won because we had a
political campaign that was very well
organised. In fact both members of
the national executive from greater
Manchester have been voted out of
office.

The campaign was based on issues
that are important for the members of
the union. It was a positive campaign
with positive policies.

At no time did we make our opposition
to the existing members into personal
ISsues.”

SV”"What are the main issues facing
teachers now?”

AD”An important question is the pay
and conditions the union has to

campaign nationally. We could be

witnessing the break up ofthe national
union into regional sectors. The NUT
leadership must insist on national
negotiations otherwise we will get
regional conditions and rates of pay.”

SV'What is your attitude to the
proposed restructuring of the union?”

AD”"The executive has had to back off
due to the pressure from the
membership but there are still great
dangers. For instance  the
subscriptions are to be collected
centrally and the local subscription
will be paid from national

headquarters.”

gentina, which is the leading workers
socialist party- publish a paper titled
“Teachers Alternative”. A recent na-
tional conference called by the paper in
Buenos Aires was attended by 400
teachers, many of whom were repre-
senting other teachers in their areas.

M.A.S. FIGHTS FOR
MILITANT POLICY

In February “Teachers Alternative”
launched a referendum of all teachers
which its supporters carried out,
school by school, throughout
Argentina. Teachers were asked if they
agreed with one basic rate for the
whole country and with an increase in
the funds going to education.

The referendum then asked the
teachers if they were in favour of
striking if the government did not give
the demands.

The Argentine Government has
introduce a programme of austerity to
meet the demands of international
bankers. It has allready pledged tothe
International Monetary Fund that it will
reduce the national fiscal defecitto less
than 3%.

With  the increasing eccnomic
problems for the imperialist system,
health and education of the poorer
classes is the first to suffer. The offen-
sive against these is world wide. That is
why the struggle of teachers and of
hospital workers are an international
phenomenon.
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