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Build a

education alliance

STUDENTS ARE fighting for the right to
free and equal access to education. Teachers
are facing one attack after another on their
conditions, wages and right to decide what to
teach. Polytechnics have become Public
Limited Companies; kitchen, portering and
fecturing staff will be forced into accepting
worsening conditions and services will be
privatised.

Further Education Colleges arc the next in

ine for control by business and privatisation

of ancillisry staff. Further education stu-
dents will have their access to cducation re-
stricted and be forced to study on courses
dcmanded by busingss interests.

All those that use or work 1n education €s-
tablishments arc under the hammer. Univer-
sities, polytechnics, colleges and schools are
facing concerted attacks.

It is clear that a united campaign 1S now
nccessary. A united campaign of students
and youth, a united campaign of teachers and
lccturers, a united campaign of all those
whosc jobs are being privatised and cut, a
united campaign of all those that want to use
the educational establishments and those who
work in them.

In short a massive education alliance of
students, workers and communities.

Meetings to form such alliances should be
called in every town and city throughout the
country. They should be open to all. Such
alliances must demand:

* Free access to education

* No Loss of Jobs

* No Closure of Education Buildings

* For Courses decided by those

involved in education.

The reason behind the attacks of the
Thatcher Government have in the first place
nothing 1o do with Thatcher. Why, 1s the
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fighting

attack on educanon a world wide phenome-
non? The answer is very stmple - the world
economic crisis is forcing Governments of all
nations to attack the basic life supports of the
working class; educaton, health and housing.
That is why, from Argentina to Australia
there are movementsof tcachers and students.
Capitatism in Europe is now on a course of
vicious attacks against the gains of the post
war movement of the working class and what
has been achieved sincc the upsurges of 1968.

In December, in Spain, both students and

teachers werce on strike against a social demo-.

cratic Government thatis being pushed by the
interests of the multi-nationals.

The labour lcadership in Britain has donc
all it can w0 {orce teachers’ leaders down the
path of what is called ‘New Realism’. Social-
ist Voice congratulates teachers, who at therr
recent conference, dented this ‘New Realist’
onslaught and warned that they would take
action to defend education.

The drive 10 1992 requircs subservient
labour and trade union leaders. Capitalism
requires unions topolice theirmembership on
behall of the multi-nationals.

We call on all those fighting these auacks to
consider how the intcrnational links can be
madc between the movements in Europe and
{urther alicld.

In May we will be calling {or the building of
an international students movement at the
Lutte Quvner Festival m Paris.

We have connections with students and
tcachers 1 a number of countrics 1 Europe
and we will make connections with our com-
rades and contacts abroad for all those and
with all those who fight in Britain.

No movement can be a lasting one unless 1t
is prepared o step out of the strait jacket
mentalily of fighting your own comer.

£1500
International
Fund

Appeal

We have launched this fund to enable the
ISL to carry out its international responsbili-
Lies.

The central question in the workers' move-
ment is constructing an international trotskyist
party which today means helping in the build-
ing of the Intemational Workers Leaguc
(Fourth International).

The struggle to establish a trotskyist lead-
ership in all countries requires the necessary
funds.

We need your help in carrying out those
tasks we have set ourselves as partof the IWL
(FI). Wehave sectionsn Italy, Spain, France,
Swedcn, Greece, Portugal and Germany. Our
strongeest partics are in Latin America but
we are growing throughout the world. Justio
keep the essential contact between all the
sections requires a lot of moncy and we
sntend to do more than jusl the essential.

The opportunites thal are openmg up in
Europe make this fund unperative,

We have already raised £200 towards the
target we have set ourselves. We want your
help in completing it. We have alrcady, in
fact, spent £400 towards our international
responsibilities, so we nced money urgently.

The fact that we have cstablished the So-
cialist Voice is proof that we are serious. In
fact this month we produce a twenty page
papcr. We have reccived enough material
this month for several months publication.
The fight to support the Socialist Voice has
been very welcome. ‘We think that the same
fight should also be waged for the interna-
tronal fund.

Send all donations to:

ISL

PO Box 9

Eccles SO
Manchester M30 7FX




Six months to fight closure

Frank Fitzmaurice

THE PROPOSED closure of the Birds-Eye factory in Kirkby 1s supposcdly
because of union opposition to the new working practices, known as “Work-
style’. The announcement of closure came, by strange coincidence, just on the
same day as Thatcher was making her unannounced visit to Liverpool, which
she used as a platform to lay the blame on the Kirkby workforce.

There was agreement in principle (o accept
‘Workstyle’ and negotiations were proceeding over the levels of redundancy
pay for any job losses and for some commitment by management Lo the future

The opposite is the case.

of the plant.

An indication of the attitude of management 1o the talks can be seen from their
own statements in the ‘Birds-Eye Walls Times’ on 20th March, where they say:
“In December last year the company made its final offer on Workstyle,
containing broadly the same terms as those accepted at all the other factories.”

Negotiations began in mid 1987, so for
eightcen months they have been offering
worseterms than thosc existing in other plants
and they then blame the unions for lack of
argument.

Management also boasts about investng i
the Kirkby plant: “at the rate of almost £3
million a year.” This amount scems pitiful
when viewed against a projected advertising
budget on frozen foods this year of £20 mil-
lion.

The real reason behind this proposed
closure is to be found in the increased
competition between the multi-national
food combines, European, American and
Japanese, in the run up to the creation of
the single European market in 1992, and
the takeovers and rationalisation which
this has provoked. These include the takeo-
vers of Ross Young by United Biscuits, and
Freshbake by US giants Campbell Soup,
increasing the cut throat nature of the compe-
tition.

The Kirkby worklorce, however, are not
taking this lying down and have decided to
fight the closure. T&GWU arca official John
Farrell, has sccured agreement from four of
the five other factonies in the Birds-Eye Walls
combine not to take any work transferred
from Kirkby. This has the effect on the
Grimsby plant, the only one not 1n the agree-
ment, of having to hold out not just against
Kirkby but the rest of the combine. This
solidarity is the correct method of fighting the
multi-national’s strategy of pitting plant
against plant both within and bcyond the
boundaries of countrics.

In fact Socialist Voice would suggest that
the solidarity needs to be carried beyond
national boundarics as this is a fight over a
European market and needs a Europe-wide
unity. The Grimsby plant itself was nearly
closed down less than two years ago and s
operation threatened to be transicrred to
mainland Europe.

Stx Months to Save the Kirkby Factory

Freedom}oF Moses Now!

MOSES MAYEKEISO is the General
Sccretary of the National Union of Metal-
waorkers of South Africa (NUMSA). Along
with four others from the Alexandra town-
ship he 1s currently on trial for treason.

The charge is, that in attempting to or-
ganise street committees and democratic
structures in the black township of Alex-
andra, they were attempting to overthrow
the state. According o a witness, they or-
ganised, amongst other things, a consumer
boycot of shops that supported the Apartheid
regime, organiscd stay-aways and organised
the struggle for better living conditions in
Alexandra township around union type
democratic structurcs.

Khola Mayekiso, Moses’ wite, hasrecently
toured Brilain to raise support for her hus-
band and his co-defendants whose trial i1s due
to recommence this month.

The campaign for the release of Moses
Mayekiso has already gained enormous
international support. Support has come
from the labour movement in many coun-
tries, including Briain, the PT( Workers’
Party) and thc CUT (Central Trade Unton

Federation) in Brazil and from Australia and
America. In Brazil all of the councils that
were taken over by the Workers” Party in the
recent elections officially support the cam-
paign.

At a time when the attacks on the work-
ing class are taking a clearer international
content the task is to turn that support into
concrete solidarity action.

Following the visit to the North West by
Khola Mayckiso, a demonstration has been
called by the Merseyside Anti-Apartheid
Trade Union Liason Committee, supported
by the Liverpool Trades Council and the
North West TUC, to free Moses and his co-
defendants and all South African political
prisoners.

The demonstranon will take place on 1st
April in Liverpool, meeting at Princess Park
Gates at 11.00am and marching to Wilhiam-
son square for a rally with speakers.

All those that support the campaign
should now demand the Trades Union
Council call a national demonstration in
support of the Alexandra Five.
Moses and Khola
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" Build International

A GENERAL STRIKE ripped through
the whole of Spain in December last year,
mobilizing a 10 million strong tidal wave of
workers and youth, against the proposal to
introduce a Spanish version of YTS.

Young people in their thousands came
out in a national students strike against the
YTS two weeks before the big bang.

John Owen from Socialist Voice talked
with Miguel a student member of the PST
(our sister organization in Spain).

JO: “What role did the students play in the
General Strike?”

M: “Plans for the Gencral Strike began with
differcnt sectors of workers going on strike
but we organized for a national students sirike
on the 1st of December.

“In Madrid it won 100% support from the
secondary schools but in the universities and
polytechnics it was uneven. At the polytech-
nic where I study computersonly two courses
took action, ming was one of them.

"In other universitics of Madrid the support
was a lot higher, especially amongst the phi-
losophy , humanities and arts students.

“But the overwhelming majority of the sup-
port came from the sccondary schools.”

JO: “Are they organized in students un-
tons?”’

M: “Yes. They have a students’ union rep-
resentative for cach school (a kind of shop
steward). But there is no onc organization 1o
which they all belong,.

“Our tendency within this movement 1s
called “Youth Platform™, it is one of 22 or-
ganizations that cxists for youth. We played
a major role in the strike, trying to centralise
the acuon.

“The students in our secondary schools are
aged 14 to 18 ycars old.”

JO: “Whatsupportdid the lecturers/teach-
ers give and what role did they play?”

M: “In gencral, the tcachers supported the
strike of st December because they were in
a struggle with the Government themselves.
Their own union was supporting the call for
a general strike on 16th December.”

JO: “What was the march like?”

M: “On the march the main slogans were:

“Workers and students united go forward”
and “Against the Youth Employment Plan”
(Plan De Empleo Juvenil).”

JO: “What plans did you propose against
the Government's plans for youth?”

M: “An alternative plan was advanced by the
youth; “For more serious training - Equal
jobs with Equal pay.”

JO: “What is happening to education in
Spain?”

M: “They are planning to privatise the poly-
technics, the universities and the schools but
after the strike these plans have been slowed
down. In their Reform of Education plans
they are destroying subjects like philosophy,
arts and humanities and replacing them with
business and economics Courses.

“Four years ago they put forward the 1dca of
an exam to enter university. Up until then it
had been free access to university for anyone
who had left secondary school. Now they are
proposing more obstacles for youth trying to
get into higher education, like more special-
ised tests.”

IN THE LAST issue of Socialist Voice we
put out a call to those that want to fight to set
up a campaign against cducauon attacks, as
an alternative to the now strangulated stu-
dents campaign, 10 build an education alli-
ance. As this call was made activists In
Newecastle began to set up such a campaign.
Now an Eduscation Union Alliance has
began a city-wide campaign. Other cities
should follow this lead and prepare to link
the campaigns up nationally.

At present the campaign is working for a
rally in the first week in May and a conference
in Newcastle Polytechnic Students Union
(NPSU) on 13th May. The conference wilibe
opened at around 10am by Jim Cousins, a
local MP, and will include six workshops
with the following titles:-

Free Education Under Threat.

The Choices For Youth.

The Future For Further And Higher
Education.

Further Education And Local
Government,

Higher Education And Incorporation
(Privatisation of the polytechnics).
Workers In Education.

Socialists Voice calls on all 1ts rcaders n
Newecastle to attend this confcrence and help
those activists already involved 10 hammer
out the strategies and tactics of the future
campaign. To readers in the rest of the coun-
try, we must say, that only a national cam-
paign against education attacks can win.

In Newcastle, so far, student and trade
unions are involved, but we are also asking
community groups and tenants organisations
(Poll Tax Groups etc}, to attend , in order to
get representation from the most oppressed
sections of soclety.

Only by establishing organs that repre-
sent all sections of society can an effective
struggle be waged to defeat these attacks.
Only wide democracy in discussion can
ensure the correct strategies are adopted.
We urge you to join us to help win the
campaign.




Students' Fighthack

ON 1ST APRIL Liverpool Polylechnic,
along with all other Polytechnics and larger
colleges of Higher Education in England and
Wales, will become privatised or as Tory
sycophants say, become “Independent”. This
will mean the control of the Poly by the local
authority being severed - and the claws of
big business sinking into the flesh of higher
education in Liverpool.

Whathas paved the way for this sacrifice to
the altar of Tory greed is the Greater Educa-
tion Reform Bill , or GERBIL, as 1t 1s more
commonly known, brought into being by that
grcat sage of wisdom, Kenneth Baker
(Thatcher’s Education Minister).

The new funding body of the Poly will be
the “Polytechnic and Colleges funding
Committec”. The main creature spouting
about the virtucs of this new body is the
Rector, Professor Petcr Toyne, who claims
the Poly must become more “student and
client orientated” , thatis, more profitable.

About 30 Polytechnics and 80 large Higher
Education Colleges become “Indcpendent”
on 1st April.

The students movement must oppose thesc
Thatcherite plans. These moves cannot be
scparated from the general attack on educa-
tion and the students movement at the mo-
ment, including the introduction of loans, the
Poll Tax, cuts in housing and welfare bene-
fits, attacks on the rights of the National
Union of Students to mount political cam-
paigns - the list is endless.

A campaign must be mounted to link all

..................

.........................

------------------------
................

workers connccted with education. Assem-
blies of students and workers affected by
these moves must be called. A fight for these
things also means a fight for more democracy
in the poly’s and collcges, morce student con-
trol over what is being taught and how the
poly’s and colleges arc run.

Every effort must be made to link this
campaign with as many struggles as possible
- education is a right and not a privilege -
just as health is to0.

There 18 a vast army of oppaosition Lo the
Tory governmentand tts policies just wasting
1o be mobihiscd. There are 400,000 youth on
YTS - who have had all of their basic nghts
taken away . Their concems must beccome
our concerns, as ours will bccome thetrs.
Some YTS trainees took strike action during
the student’s day of action in Liverpool against
the introduction of loans, losing a days pay.

Young pcople have to unite wherever they
arc against this hated Tory government. As
broad a movement as possible needs to built
agamst these attacks.

FOR JOINT EDUCATION
MEETINGS - BUILD THE
EDUCATION ALLIANCE!

LINK THE STRUGGLE WITH
OTHERS FIGHTING
PRIVATISATION!

FORGE LINKS WITH

YTS TRAINEES -

OUR ENEMY IS THE SAME!

PLAN FOR ACTION NOW!

OIS O .
.....................

monisiration as

the lead

a
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leader;
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THE AUSTRALIAN Labour Government
of Bob Hawke is abandoning state funded
education. Australia has had free tertiary
education in its 45 universities and colleges
of advanced education for 18 years.

Education minister John Dawkins is
leading the assault, introducuing a scheme
which, since 1st January has forced the
country’s 395,000 students to contribute
to the cost of their education.

The Higher Education Contribution
Scheme, popularly described as a “graduate
tax” rcquires students to pay an annual course
charge of A$1,800 (£860) foreach year of full
time study regardless of the course they are
on.

Students can ‘choose’ to pay the charge up
front as a lump sum or on an ‘interest free’
deferred basis through the taxation system.
BUT if they pay the lump sum they recetve a
15% discount. If they defer payment they
wilt be required to commence repayment
when personal taxable income reaches
A%$22,000 a year, the level of *avcrage earn-
mgs’.

The government stand to save massively
on their education budget as a result; projec-
tons estimate savings of A$83 million 1n
1989, A$126 million in 1991 and AS500
million by the end of the century.

The government 15 also considering ways
0 “make inndustry shoulder more of the
overall cost of education and training” 1.c.
open up the education system to the jaws of
big business.

These schemes bare a stark resemblance to
Kenneth Baker’s (British Minister of Educa-
1ion) plans to introduce student loans.

The economic crisis is forcing all gov-
ernments, Tory and Labour alike, to im-
pose huge cuts in education, health, hous-
ing and welfare benefits; the basic life
support systems of the working class.

Australian university students held a series
of voluble protests in 1988, tightly controlled
and organised by their leaders, which {ailed
toprevent the introduction of the government
scheme, The students unfortunately fought
in 1solation.

The lessons from the students fightback on
a world scale point to the fact that they must

join with the workers 1o fight education cuts

as a class issue,

This page was written and compiled by
Ed Barbor, John Owen and Sue Gwyer.




Rae Hunter

OPPOSITION has bcen widespread to
Health Secretary, Kenneth Clarke’s White
Paper on the Nauonal Health Service. There
is condemnation among all scctions of the
medical profession --the nurses, the General
Practitioners and now the Consultants, who
warn that the Governimment’s plans mean “real
risks to patients care’’ .

The majonity of the public are opposed. It
was reporicd last month that the latest opin-
ion poll showed that only 12% believed that
the proposcd changes would improve the
NHS. 50% thought that these changes would
make the service worsce, while 20% thought
that they would make no difference.

Our family doctors are the most affected by
the White Paper. A grcat number of them are
already overworked but now thcy will be
pushed to gain mor¢ profitable panients. The
White Paper proposes to alter their con-
tractssothatthey will receive a larger part
of their pay from capitation allowance.
There will be pressure to reduce consulta-
tion times.

In the “Observer” of 19th March, a General
Practitioner {rom Ashford, Kent, declared he
stood 1o lose between £12,000 and £16,000 a
ycar under the proposed new scheme. He

would gain £7,000 from new capitation pay- |

ments but would lose £22,000 from his basic
practice allowance, group practice allowance
and rural practicc payments. He had written
Lo his local MP saying that the new contract
and NHS review would force him and his
partner to cul Services.

In the “Independent” of the 21st March,
therc was another report about this shedding
of patients and services.

“High cost patients in Kent” said this
report, have been told by some GP’s to {ind
another doctor before the Government’splans
1o introduce drug budgets come in. David
Homeshawe, Chief Executive of Kent Fam-
ily Practitioner Commitiee declarcd thatup to
one hundred patients with heavy demands for
prescriptions had either been removed from
GP’s lists or 10ld to look elsewhere,

“Inacouple of cases” hesaid “I have had
harsh words with the doctor and the patient
has been taken back.”

Under the White Paper, GP’s would have
to work to a strict medicine budget. A great
many old people and chronically ill people
who require a cocktail of drugs daily - like
patients with heart problems - will be a
drain on this budget.

Most doctors, of course, are appalled at
cutting down their care of patients. General

Nurses demonstrate in defence of the health service

Practitioners have been meeting together 1n
various arcas to discuss the effects of the
White Paper and to discuss how to slop its
introduction. Opposition is SO great among
some GP’s that they have talked of resigning
from the NHS in protest. This 1s clearly not
the way to opposc the White Paper and save
the Health Service.

Thatcher,at Scarborough, recenty declared
that: “Our reforms have nothing to do with
privatising the Health Service."” That,
however, 1sclearly the aim of the government,

complete profitisation is the motive.

Doctors, like nurses, cannot fight these
plans by opting out. Whal 1s required 1S
joining their forces to those of the patients
and the nurses. Of all the struggles facing us
- attacks on state benefits, pollution, Poll Tax,
water privatisation - the defence of the Health
Service can be the biggest.

The links between GP and patient, between
Consuliant and patient and nursc and patient
are strong. There must be a joint struggle.

Food mixed with

Kevin Bulman

REMEMBER when all the fuss was made
by the British Tory Government over the
quality of meat carcasses imported from the
Irish Republic and cheese from France? Well,
latest figures from the Insutute of Envirom-
ental Health Officers exposc the hypocricy of
the British Tory Government. They state that
thereis ashortage of 450 Enviromental Health
Officerstoinspect Britain’s abautoirs and that
this shortage, alongsidc archaic regulations,
make it impossible to mainlam proper hy-
gicne standards, lcaving mcat eaters at risk of
poisoning.

The Tory Government and other Euro-
pean governments are only now lifting the
lid on the taboo subject of contamination
of food, poor standards of hygiene, and
unhealthy food additives. They are pre-
paring for the unified European Market in
1992, which will mean, despite the harmo-
nising name, a return to the strong trade
protectionism witnessed in the 1930's.

5

It would appear thatthe Toricsare giving us
an ultimatum on the issue of food poisoning;
‘“Why be poisoned by eating European Com-
munity food when you can be poisoned by
cating British food?’

In the January issue of Socialist Voice,
after the revelations of the widescale epi-
demic of salmonella in eggs and poultry and
the attempt to cover it up, we posed the
question: “How many more foodstuffs are
contaminated or adulterated with unsafe
additives.”

The “Indcpendent” newspaper published
findings from a MORI poll which found that:
“70% of people questioned were not confi-
dent that take-away restaurants ensured that
food was uncontaminated” and that “About
halffelt the same about poultry and egg farms
and food-processing plants.”

But the Tory Government answer this tear
with abstract cynicism, refusing to acknowl-
edge widespread belief that for every casc of
reported food poisoning another 100 cases go
unreported, and by increasing spending on

. e EE———



Regional pay means low pay

THELARGEST union in the Civil Service,
the CPSA, im a ballot of members voted four
toone to acceptanew Long Term Pay Agree-
ment based on regional pay and performance
pay. Atthe time of writing the second largest
union, the NUCPS, was anticipating a similar
result 1n its ballot.

The postal workers union, the Union of
Communications Workers, accepted a simi-
lar deal 1n a ballot of members, although the
vole was very close.

These results mean a complete turn around
in union policy in less than twelve months
and represent a major capitulation by the
union leadership to the Tories.

Thedestruction of national pay bargain-
ing is a prime objective of the Tories.
Exploiting the high levels of unemployment
they plan to drive down the wages of the
working classas they drive towards privatisa-
tion. The nextin line will be the railwaymen,
nurses and education workers.

The question is what to do? Without the
active collaboration of the trade union leader-
ship these deals would never have been ac-
cepted. The leadership of the Civil Service
unions had to go against specific conference
policy decisions not to ballot on a pay deal,
without refcrence to annual conference, to
get the result they wanted. Similarly in the

Peter Money

UCW the leadership, had to go against the
rank and file who, less than twelve months
ago, were on strike in defence of national
pay bargaining,

This process will continue. The trade un-
10n bureaucracy will be increasingly forced
to attack the democratic rights and gains of
the members as the Tortes, driven by the
deepening economic crisis and the demands
of the mulii-nationals, demand more and morc
from them as the price for allowing them a
rolc 1n negotiating and policing deals.

The answer to these attacks isto build up a
broad opposition to the incresingly anti-
democratic and anti-working class policies of
the trade union leaders. This could have becn
done in the ballots in the Civil Service unions
where even many of the right wing members
opposed the leadership because they were
breaking conference decisions. It was the
failure of the lefts in the unions to take up the
attack by the executive and to mount a serious
campaign of opposition that played right into
the leaderships hands. The “Jeave it to the
ballot” folded arms policy of the left re-
sulted in a big vote for the Executive’s
positions. Many left led District Committees

took dectsions against the deal but voted
against calling for a special delegates confer-
cnce which could have casily stopped the
Executive.

It 1s only through rank and filc unity and
solidarity that the plans of the Tories and the
union bureaucracy can be stopped as the
postal workers showed last year, when local
decisions were taken not to go back to work
in on¢ town after another,

The capital of such solidarity in face of
national leaders opposition shows in the votes
against regional pay that were cast in Bristol,
Manchester, Liverpool and Edinburgh as well
as parts of London.,

A campaign for a democratic and fight-
ing union is what is needed. Itis a question
of involving and mobilising the member-
ship.

Apartheid
Sacking

research into salmonella from the paltry
£0.25m to the miserly sumof £1.25m . Atthe
same time they save £5m through the closure
of five research laboratories.

Whenever the capitalist class wants (o
maximisc ’s profits, or increase efficiency, it
is always the working class as consumer or
producer that suffers.

The Tory cut-backs in food and hygiene
inspection are only a mirror reflection of
their cut-backs in health and safety at
work inspection.

Most workers in factories, shops and other
workplaces can expect a health and safety
inspection or visit al best once every scven
years. If they survive a fatal tragedy like
Piper Alpha or Zecbrugge however they are
ensured an immediate visit from Margeret
Thatcher, expressing her deep concern - for
good publicity.

Food poisoning and health and safety at
work are classissuesdictated by the money
greed of the multi-national capitalists. But
this greed runs like a thread right the way

profit = poisoning

through to the small producers. They too cut
corners and overlook standards in order to
boost profits.

The working class, especially the unem-
ployed and pensioners, suffer the most. Many
of the unemployed and retired citizens have
lost so much 1n the cut-backs in benefit, that
they are forced to live on a low budget and eat
an unnutritious and unhealthy dict.

Only proper control of health and safety
inspection at work can guarantee decent
food. Such control can only be ensured
through trade union and workers inspection,
working where possible in connection with
food inspectors.

Only those that do not profit from food
production can stop the production of in-
creasingly poisonous food.

The fact that the labour leaders are already
retreating on the question of re-nationalisa-
tion means that they will have no desire for
the control and regulation of food production
that will benefit consumers. Such concern
will be left to the working class.

6

Ed Barbor

IN JANUARY, 1n Newecastle, a part-time
worker at W. M. Low’s, the supermarket
chain, refused to handle South African goods
and was promptly, sacked with no notice,
after working there forover six months. Prior
to this she had been refused membership
of USDAW (the Union of Shop, Distribu-
tive and Allied Workers) because she was
only fifteen.

For taking this courageous stand the
USDAW leadership have given her no sup-
portat all. They have not even answered her
letters.

It means that a fifteen year old has more
courage than the leadership of a national
union. Their stance forced her to fight on an
individual basis making the struggle very
hard to win. They never replied to letters that
were sent o them.

The sacking 18 no surprise (though we
applaud her principled stand on the issue) as
the willingness of employers to sack workers
who express their support for the Anti-Apart-
heid struggle 1s well known. What is appall-
ing for the labour movement is how the un-
ions tum their back on the youth and support
for the liberation siruggle.

We must continue to fight for the unions
to open their doors to the youth - those old
enough to work are old enough to join a
union!



Hands off
the

Karabakh
Committee!

Bill Hunter

The March Soviel clections reveal the anti-bureaucratic fecling of Soviet workers to be
something that can and will mobilise mass opposition to theprivileged caste that rule.

Over twenty party leaders have been removed. In Leningrad, Moscow and Kiev the old
leaders have been slung out, at times the vote against them reaching ninety per cent.

This result 1s, in all its contradictory forms, part of the vast movement for workers democ-
racy throughout the globe. It is primarily a vote against the old leadership that has proved
utterly incapable of organising society for the benefit of the working class and which keeps
workers from taking control of the society which they brought into being.

The election of Yeltsin shows the strength of the anti-bureaucratic feeling but it does not
mean that the working class has won the battle against the bureaucracy. We have continuously
stressed that it would be foolish to believe that there could be a simple evolution to
socialism and workers democracy. The bureaucracy will not peacefully give up its
privileges, but these election results are a mighty blow against it.

The clections also show that the same process that has been rocking the bureaucracy at its
perniphery 1s now erupting in the centre. It has taken decades of struggle to build the level of
organisation and leadership of the working class that exists in countries such as Poland. As
the Soviet working class takes the road of broad anti-bureaucratic struggle it can quickly attain
and go beyond the opposttion already built in other parts of the Soviet bloc.

Trotsky predicted the degeneration of stalinism because he was firmly convinced that no
narrow or nauonalist solution, no socialism in one country, could be successful. Only the world
wide movement of the working class can resolve the fundamental problems.

The working class can build that international movement, they have no alternative, for
their enemies are now clearly the same throughout the world. As the initiative of the
working class pushes forward to resolve its own destiny, the imperialists and the
bureaucracies find a common bond in their fear of the mass movement. The fear of
imperialism is that Gorbachey and the stalinists could lose control of the masses.

What imperialists need is a bureaucracy willing to put them in a favourable position to
expand their profit into the economy of the Soviet Union.

The degree of suffering and sacrifice which the masses will meet will be decided by the
struggle of tiving forces. The quicker they butld an international leadership the quicker the
solution.

For fifty years, since the formation of the Fourth International, the revolutionary upsurge
throughout the world has been testing out social democratic and stalinist bureaucracies.

The working class is now breaking through. That is why we say it is the age of
Trotskyism. It is the age of those who, like the IWL (FI), are turned to the great social
task of building the world party of socialism inside the capitalist countries and the
stalinist states in an unbreakable unity of struggle.

AN ARTICLE in January's Sociaist Voice
declared that the bureaucratic rulers of the
SovietUnion “met the disaster with hypocricy,
confusion, even demoralisation, and used it
to increase national oppression.”

Very hittle news i1s now appearing in the
British press about Armenia. However, we
were absolutely correct to point to the in-
crease 1n bureaucratic national oppression.

The session Armenian Parliament was
broken up last November. Tanks and
troops have occupied the country since
then and the capital has been under mar-
tial law and curfew ever since.

All the leaders of the Karabakh Committee
-which led massive demonstrations of Arme-
mans - are now in jatl, having been hunted
down by the police and army.

Even so, Armenians have found ways to
demonstrate. The “Independent” reported
thata women’s delegation to discuss election
1ssues, on 8th March, International Women’s
Day, turned into a mass demonstration. Two
recent football matches in Ercvan turned into
demonstrations and the authorities threat-
ened to impose an indefinite ban on home
games. -

There are widespread complaints aboult bureancratic inefficiency and corruption in the recon- i
struction work after the earthquake. The local party leadership is accused of helping § Y 1 G
themselves to international gifts meant for the stricken towns and of diverting materials for g et
resale. E

The Karabakh Commitice has existed for several years with wide popular support. It consists 7
of representatives from factories and areas in the manner of the Soviets in the early years of the Y@l i
Soviet Union. Participants have described how workers from enterprises would come to ask for 8.z asshend
representation. One report, of a meeting in February 1988, declares 800 representatives were # .
present from various areas, factories and enterprises. :

Aninterview with a member of the Committee, in“Soviet Nationality Survey” of August 1988,
gaveapicture of the atmosphere and of the feelings of the hundreds of thousands who participated #
in the Committee and in its demonstrations: “...if a speaker spoke truthfully and inteligently, he }
was applauded. It was a case of natural selection. The nation elected who should speak. )

“And the nation was selecting democracy and freedom. It rejected servility and sycophancy.
It also rejected exiremism, anti-Azerbaijanian and anti-mosiem sentiments. All of this was an
expression of broadly democratic principles.

“At first there was something of a natural process, and out of this process a leadership
emerged, a leadership selected by the hundreds of thousands who gathered to protest.

“This was a remarkable phenomena. It cannot be adequately explained in words.

“In the end, the nation was opting more and more for self determination, for the right to
determine oné’s own fate.”

With Gorbachev and the bureaucracy ruthlesly suppressing their higher form of democracy,
it is no wonder that the population has no illusions in perestroika and the majority has boycotted
the Soviet elections.
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Soviet Union Attempts to
Strangle Liberation Struggle

YURI YUKALOV, head of the Southemn
Africa Department of the Soviet Foreign
Ministry said in March, in line with all the
new concessions that the Soviets are making
to imperialism, that: “South Africa should
not be destroyed.”

The Soviets have already established
economic links with Apartheid. It is
through these relations that they extract
uranium and diamonds from Namibia and
in South Africa they trade in automobiles,

watches and SA diamonds.

They are also opposed to the armed struggle
in the southern Africa. This attack on the
black worker’sright to fight as they want, and
how they must, has forced the African Na-
tional Congrcss (ANC) to reply that the po-
hitical and military campaign must be in-
creased. Such a statement itsclf reflects the
conflicts inside the ANC,

Aparthcid outside of South Africa, has
already found ncw {orms of exploiting the
working class in the southemn cone of the
continent. Ithasastranglc hold over Mozam-
bique and has established one over Angola
with the help of the Soviet Union. It hopesto
do the same in Namibia, which will shortly
have ‘independence’.

Any economic and trade agreements that a
future Namibian Government will sign will
have to rely on South African cooperation, as
1t controls the only deep water port in Na-
mibia and the only railway line. It controls
over 80 per cent of imports and exports. So
the noose s already placed around the neck of
the Namibian liberation struggie.

It 1s likely, even with a SWAPQO (South
West African Peoples Organisation) Govern-
ment, that the ANC military presence in
Angola will be forbidden. This would com-
plete the encirclement of (erritories that ref-
use the presence of the ANC camps.

As Van Heerden, Minisier of Foreign Af-

The hated 'Koevoet’ paramilitray police watch striking workers in the Katutura township, June 1988

fairs, said in the “Independent” on 17th March,
Namibia had been “...a major political head-
ache ... a continual stumbling block in our
relations with Africa.

“We will be relieved from the prospect of
an open ended-war."”

However, the case is not as simple and Van
Heerden knows this. Other forcesare aligned
against real independence. Unita, the Ango-
lan ‘contras’, are freely crossing the un-
monitored border into Namibia’s Caprivi Strip

(as reported by the Namibia Support Com-
mittee). Unita may also register 1o votc
against SWAPO.

South Africa wants to keep 3,000 of the
notorious murder squad - the Koevoet - as
part of the policing force in Namibia in the
run up to the ¢lections.

They will also keep Walvis Bay, the main
communications centre and military base.

Clearly, for independence to bring benefits
for the masses in Namibia would require
measures that would include nationalisation
under the control of workers. But any Gov-
emment thatemerges tied to the dipfomacy of
Apartheid, th¢ Americans and the Sovict
Union would be unable to carry through such
measures. 1f this was the case then 1t would
also come into collision with the aspirations
of the masses.

What is also posed in Namibia therefore is
an international programme and the direct
support of the international working class.

What Imperialism and Apartheid are
seeking is the control of the masses not by
armed intervention at this stage but a new
control based on leaderships and petty-
bourgeois forces that will seek to operate
against the masses.

All leaderships such as SWAPO and the
ANC will come under tremendous pressure
as stalinism tries to deliver its ‘peaceful solu-
tion’ in the southern cone.
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Sue Gwyer

IN RESPONSE to mternational criticism
of Brazil’s conscrvation record, the chief

military adviser to President Jose Sarney,

General Bayma Denys, said: “Brazilian
Amazonia s the sovereign patrimony of Brazil
and the country will not surrender its right to
integrale it into the national economy, ex-
plotiing its resources.”

The dectmation of 200,000 square kilo-
metres of Amazonian rainforest in 1987 -
an area roughly equivalent to that of the
Netherlands - hasdevastating implications
not only for Brazil and its peoples but for
the whole world.

The most conservative scientific analysis
csumalcs that at least 8% of the original
primary forest has been lost.

The Brazihan government have treated the
rcgion as if 1t were an infinicly exploitable
resource - burning the equivalent of a football
pich cvery five seconds for a year.,

In Rondoma, the far western state of the
Amazon, vast immigrations of subsistence
farmers were encouraged by free plots to
devastate land wholly unsuited to farming., A
whole sheaf of fiscal incentives to forest
destruction is still in place. The current
development strategy 1s 10 encourage large-
scalc immigration to the regions of the south
and cast of the ramnforest for a major new
agricultural development drive,

A road route from the western Amazon to

the Pacific coast 1s also planned.

Hundreds of thousands of Brazilian
peasants have been displaced by large
plantation farms.

The effecton the tribal peoplesliving in the
Amazon i1s cven worse. Some 136 new hy-
dro-electric dams arc scheduled to flood tens
of thousands of square kilometres of inhab-
ited tropical rainforest in the next two decades.
The dams will forcibly displace over
500,000 people. The Balbina dam, north
west of Manaus, the Amazonian capital, has
flooded thousands of square kilometres fora
puny 250 mcgawatt pay-oft, not even enough
to meet local demand!

The Parakana Indians have already felt the
cifects of the flooding of nearly 2,500 square
kilometres of rainforest: relocated 10 times,
the Parakana were atno stage consulted about
thewr fate and have suffcred debilitating wa-
terbome diseases and the disappearance of
their livelihood.

Only last year 300 people died in floods
caused by deforestation around Rio.

In the south east of the Amazon the Carajas
iron ore scheme has towed in 1ts wake pig-
iron plants with cxport incentives where the
only fuel is wood torn {rom the rainforest
itself.

Across the region cattle barons have won

Deforestation
annot Pay

tax concessions to plough up forest while up
to a million uncontrolled gold miners poison
rivers with tonnes of mercury.

The increasing incidence of violent attacks
on peasant farmers and ecologists opposed o
the deforestation in Brazil is testimony to the
country’s cconomic crisis and mounting
frenzy over the necessity to pay the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the foreign banks.

‘The murder of Chico Mendes, President of
a rurat workers’ union in the wesiern Ama-
zon, leaves hittle doubt as 10 the danger of
demonstrating opposition to the Governments
over-exploitation of natural resources.

The more the international outrage at the
senseless rainforest destrucuon surfaces the
more the Brazilian Govermiment protests its
sovereignright to send bulldozers into rip the
Amazon apart.

The demands of debt servicing are a major
factor in the Amazon’s destruction. $12
billion (£6.9 billion) in debt intercst alone has
to be found cach year. The Brazilian Govern-
ment exploit the natural resources to earn the
forcign exchange 1o pay off the debt.

The Brazilian Government know they
have unleashed a holocaustinthe Amazon.
They know that the consequences will be
dire not just for the forest but for their own
people and the world population.

Peter Windeler

RIOTS IN Venezuela, against Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) dictated price
rises, have reaffirmed onceagain the insta-
bility of the Latin American continent,
continually being shaken by the action of
the masses.

Venerzuela, for decades considered ‘Latin
America’s Sweden’, 15 experiencing severe
cconomic problems. Ithasanexternal debtof
SI3BN, on which 1L 1s unable to even pay the
interest.,

The IMF msisted that the Venczuclan
Government devalue the currency, stop con-
trols on 1nterest rates and end subsidics on
goods and services o enable debt repayment.

Unemployment in Venezuela 1s 25% ac-
cording 1o official statstics, cstimated to be
as high as 40% by other sources. 372,000
families are without an income and onc mil-
lion fiving on just one wage. Shanty towns
have mushroomed around Caracas, the capi-

IMF Sets Venezuela

tal, and other big cities. 228,337 houscs arc
without water, ¢lectricity and gas.

The IMF dictats, imposcd by the ncwly
elected President, Carlos Andres Perez, re-
sulted in increascs in petrol prices of 80% and
increases in the price of food and other essen-
tial items. The price of milk rose 400%.

These measures came on top of a situation
where wages had been reduced to the level
they were 20 years ago with an inflation rate
last year of 35%. There were already short-
ages of bread, coffec and salt. Teachers and
Court staff immediately wenton strike. These
were the only organiscd actions. Students
and workers in Caracas, the capital, and eight
other cities staged spontancous protests over
the increascs. The protests developed into
riols against the tough IMF austerity meas-
urcs being imposed by the Govemment
Thousands of pcople took control of the streets
for a whole week, looting shops, barricading
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streets and confronting the sccurity forces.
For days the police and army were unable to
control the uprising.

What followed was a repression the ftke of
which shocked ordinary Venezuelans. In
Caracas over 10,000 troops were airlifted
in by Hercules C130 transport planes, All
civil rights were suspended and press
censored. It is obvious that soldiers, as well
as the police, were on orders to shoot to kill.
Frequently crowds were raked with gun fire
and the shacks in the shanty towns were
spraycd with bullets. 1,000 people wereshot
dead, 2,000 injured and ten thousand ar-
rested. At one point Caracas City morguoe
ran out of coffins

In the city of Guayana, with a population of
750,000, 2,500 people were detained.

Only after the concession of a 50% wage
increase and a guaranteed price freeze on
basic food stuffs could Perez stop the up-




American Air Boss Ground

Dave Dunnico Reports From Miami

ON 3RD MARCH what could be one of the
most important strikes in US labour history
started at Eastern Airlines. Like Wapping,
the dispute is about one man trying to
destroy a union.

Since Frank Lorenzo bought the airline in
1986 he’s been preparing to take on the Inter-
national Association of Machinists which
represents 9,000 of his workforce. Profitable
parts of the operation, together with loans of
$900 million, have been given 1o Texas Air
and Continental Airlines. Both of these are
ownecd by Frank Lorenzo. Both are non-
unionised. In the last two years Contincntal
has doubled in size whilc Eastern has shrunk
by a quarter,

Like the run-up to the British miners’ strike
the period before the dispute was marked by
a large scale slashing of the workf{orce and
firings of union activists. Lorenzo spent the
time building upa $100 million ‘war chest’ 10
fund the strike.

The Easiern workcers prepared for 3rd
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on Fire

rising.

Pressin Caracas have since reported the
discovery of a mass grave filled with up to
100 corpses. The victims are thought to be
illegal immigrants living in the shanty
towns. Norecords are held of these people
and so the army considered few questions
would be asked.

In Venezuela the Social Democrat Presi-
dent Carlos Andres Perez, Vice-President of
the Sccond Intemational, sent in the aomy to
do the IMF’s bidding. One Caracas daily
newspaper on 28th February ran as its

headline: “The IMF seis fire to the sireets of

Caracas”, which could not be closer to the
truth!

The international bankshavelent $600M
(£353M)in extrafinance since the riots but
were hoping to obtain Venezuela’s oil

exportrevenuedirectinrepayment. Vene-

continued on page 16

March. A week before, one fitter, Charlic,
said: “I've been saving up for 18 months.
I've got $10,000 in the bank. I'm going on
strike and I'm staying on strike.”

The strike 1s solid. Eastern’s main facilitics
in Miamu and Florida arc picketed 24 hours a
day. Pickets are blocking Eastern at New
York, Washington and cverywhere else in the
USA they fly. Only 6% of their flights were
leaving the ground in the first week of the
dispute. Lorenzo countered by transferring
flights to Texas and Continental. The strikers
have had some success 1n stopping these.

4 d
,-;: b

Morale i1s still high. From the start the
Machinists have known that if they lose they
Jose everything. In the words of onc: “This
ain't a strike - 1f's a war.”

The techniques in Britain of MacGre-
gor, Murdoch and Sterling were all im-
ported from the USA. The ultimate failure
of the fights against these multi-national
barons was due to the lack of solidarity
between workers in Britain and abroad.
Workers’ solidarity was the only way these
disputes could have won - It’s the only way
the strikers at Eastern will win.
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Intifada cannot be

Martin Ralph

TODAY the world knows that unless the
demandsofthe Intifada are met the struggle
will continue and intensify. Thisisacknowl-
edged by the Israeli Intelligence service, the
Thatcher Gov-
crnment  and
the Bush ad-
ministration,

But why are
they making
public state-
ments which ei-
ther condemn the
occupation force
on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip or
say that the uprising
will only worsen if §
the there are no ne- ¥
gouations?

Essentially they cannot stop the Intifada
and the longer it continucs the greater its
effect inside Isracl and the greater the insta-
bility all over thc Middle East, where a grow-
ing pecace movement is demanding the cessa-
tion of Israeli brutality.

Even th¢c Amcrican Siate Department had
toadmuit, in an annual human rights review in
February, that “...many cases of unjustified
killing did not result in disciplinary action.

“Troops used clubs to break limbs and beat
Palestinians who were not directly involved
indisturbances... Atleast 13 Palestinians are
reported to have died from beatings.”

These reports are intended to bring pres-
sure on Isracli leaders. The Amernicans could,
of course, bring immediate changes. They
could even destroy Israel, by stopping their
datly aid of millions of dollars. But they are
secking a change where the Israeli rulers
remain firmly in control.

The other face of the American rulers was
shown in a report published two weeks later,
The American TUC, the AFL/CIO, attacked
the US Governmenl for allowing criticism of
Israel. In a February report they say that
Israel is: “..host of the most free and demo-
cratic labor practices in the region.”

The AFL/CIO noted: “...there have been
occasions when the Israell authorities de-
served criticismfor acting with excessive use
of force to coniain Palestinian uprisings...”

but also pointed out that, “...certain Israeli

responses lo the activities of organisations
and individuals (its banning of some unions
and prohibitions against allowing known
terrorists to run for union office) were linked
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o their sup-
port for the PLO (Palestine Lib-
eration Organisation} and its terrorist activi-
ties.”

The monkey is still dancing to the old
tune while the organ grinder has a new
song.

Such statements can be of use because it
makes some appear likc the peacemakers
they are not.

For instance, it was reported in the Finan-
cial Times on the 23rd March that the Ameri-
cans are saying that in the next round of talks
with the PLO: “we will not be asking for an
end to the Intifada (uprising), but for practi-
cal steps that can be taken to reduce the
tension and reduce the suffering.” The old
iron fist, covered in blood, comes to the fore
as peacemaker.

Allthis signifies a new stage of collabora-
tion is now opening up at an international
level. Palestinians beware!

The *Observer’ played its role in the new
conspiracy being developed against the Inti-
fada on the 19th March, when it said that a
week of peace 1s worth a lot more than onc
year of uprising. It was a piece full of the old
British colonial arrogance.

But such an attitude will be supported by
the trade union and the left leaderships in this
country. Not one wade union has uttered
support for the Intifada let alone organiscd a
campaign in supportof it. Many trade unions
have international departments, many send
delegatons around the world, some have
evenbeentoPalestine, Their aftitude is that
if they talk to the oppressed they have to
talk to the oppressor. The only conclusion
that should be drawn from their visits is that
a campaign 10 isolate the Israelis and to raise
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support from the working class for the
uprising 1s a duty for all in the labour
movement. The first step is to fight for the
breaking off of all links with the Histadrut
(IsraeliTUC)and theIsraeli Labour Party.

Will God

Provide?

ON 14TH MARCH the Financial Times
rcporicd that, for the first time ever, Swedens
Lutheran priests ook to the streets in the
capital, Stockholm, to demonstrate over low
pay.

The priests are demanding a 40% wage
increase. The 3-4% being discussed in the
natonal wage ncgotiations have provoked
talk of strike action which could lead to the
disruption of weddings, baptisms and confir-
matons.

Quoung Swedish bormn labour organiscr
Joc Hill. one priest said: “Peaple just think
priests work on Sundays and that you' ll get
pie in the sky when you die.” One woman
priest told Swedish television: “Our wages
are so bad we simply must protest.”




Life
of the
LIT

Socialist Voice discussed with Enrique
Mosquera, a member of the Central Com-
mittee of the PST (section of the Interna-
tional Workers’ League in Spain) about
the General Strike last December and the
subsequent developments.

SV: “What role did the PST play in the
General Strike?”

EM: “Wec supported the strike wherever
we had members.

In the moming workers picketed factories
to stop the scabs. We had an important role,
where we had influence, in this process.

In the Basque country the Asamblea de
Parados (the unemployed organisation) called
a demonstration with the trade unions. The
most important group on the demonstration
was the Asamblea de Parados. The PST is the
leadership of this organisation.

This organisation has forced employers 1o
take on specific unemployed workers. They
give the most acave workers the priority in
finding them jobs. If, for instance, on a
building site, where they are taking on labour,
the employer refuscs to take on someonc
suggesicd by the Asamblea dc Parados they
will picket the site until they are taken on.

We made a special intervention in Sevilla
in Andalucia with young people and workers.
Here we organised groups of young workers
to ensure that all the factories stopped.

We had a key role in Ceuta, a Spanish
colonial town in North Africa. The indige-
nous people, Muslims, did not want to sup-
port the strike because they said it was a

Christian strike but we orgamsed groups of

young people and Arab workers to convince
the workcers to support the General Strke.

Through our support and persuasion they
joined the strike.

In the Canary Islands we stopped the to-
bacco factory.

The task in the strects in Madrid and Barce-
lona was to organisc and support the strikes.”

SV: “What has happened since the
~ General Strike?”

EM: “The strike demands have not been
met by the Government. The demands m-
cluded dropping the cheap labour plans, pay
increases for pensioners, negotiating rights
tforcivil service union committees and greater
numbers of the unemployed to receive gov-

ernment money.

Extradite Hellin!

OVER 17,000 trade untonists and promi-
nent people in the Spanish labour movement
have signed a petition demanding the extradi-
tion of a fascist from Chile who, nine years
ago, assassinated a national youth leader,
Yolanda Gonzalez, also a member of the
PST.

The murderer, Emelioc Hellin, is now
working for the Chilean Government.

The reason for the kill-
ing was that at the time
Yolanda was a public fig-
urc, an acknowledged
teader of a very strong
youth movement. The
movement  involved
many of the secondary g
schools and universities
throughout Spain. The #8
Government of the ume §a
and the fascists wanted to
break the movement. In
fact the police had killed
two students on a demon-
strationpriorto Yolanda’s
murdcr. Oncof the assassins had information
about Yolanda that could have come only
from the police. At the outset the Govern-
ment had sard that some police were involved
in the conspiracy.

The Gonzalez Government has done
nothing to aid the extradition of the fascist

It is impossible for the
Government to concede on all these points.

Between December and February there was
noagreement. The trade union leadership did
not continue the fight to force the conces-
SI0MS.

It was not unul March that some strikes
took place.

Therc arc strikes now bat they are individ-
ual strikes, as in the railways and Iberia, the
Spanish airlines, 1n the textiles and the metal
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exist between the two countries.

This 18 not the first time that the PST has
had to demand that the state carry out their
responsibilities in bringing these criminals to
justice. When Yolanda was murdered the
two who carried out the action were put on
trial. They were members of the fascist party
“New Force”. They revealed in court that it
was an organised action. It had been coordi-

- nated by a leader of their
party. That man was left
to walk frce in Spain.

Itwasonlyafterthe PST
began a campaign and in
the process collected
70,000 signaturesthat they
put him in prison with the
other two.

This time the 17,000
who have signed include
factory committees of the
17 most important facto-
ries in Spain including
Talbot and Marconi, the
rail union, lcaders of the
CCOO and CGT unions, the council of Bil-
bao, the Government of Catalonia and promi-
nent lawyers and judges.

Yolandas family i1s active in the campaign,
especially her mother,

The campaign achieved national media
coverage in March 1n the El Pais and on
television.

industry. The individual employers are giv-
Ing wage increases. The Government and the
bosses have tried to break up the unity.

The relationship between the bosses and
the trade union leadership has grown closer
again since the strike.

Qur proposition is o continue the General
strike. We have attended many general meet-
ings where workers say we want a plan of
struggle to win the demands of the General
Strike. :



Dear Comrades,

Y our January 1ssue reported on theelec-
toral pact of the MAS and the Communist
Party 1n Argentina.

I think that any article, howcver brief,
that deals with an alliance between the
revolutionary movement and the party
that for 5( years has systematically sought
to destroy bolshevism can not contain the
vague statements that yours does.

The fight 1o break the masses from Per-
onism 1s ¢ssential, but you state that the IU
{the elecioral front) 1s the force that is
doing that. The MAS may want to do that
but half the Icadership of the IU has con-
sistenty tied the masses to Peronism.

You say the [U 1s the only force on the
lelt, but the word force implies dircction.
The IU 18 lead by two partics, one of which
15 secking out ways of supporting Gor-
bachev’s collaboration with imperialism.

If the IU 1s the only force on the left
where doces that lecave the MAS?

Alliances between the revolutionary
movement and other partics reflect the
fact that the majority of the masses are still
undcr the influcnce of reformist, national-
ist or stalinist lecaders. By describing the
[U in the way you have donc blurrs over
this fact.

Without comment you note that his
tactic has tcmporarily strengthened the
Stalinists.

This blurring of the nature of the [U is
compounded when you describe its pro-
gramme as “antt-caputalist, anti-tmperial-

ist”.  After many years sitting in Trades

Councils and union branches listening to

the Stalinists waflfling about anti-imperi-
alist movements I am suspicious.

There 1s a sleight of hand here. s the
programme of the IU revolutionary or is it
not?

[s it a programme that prepares, directs
and seeks to educate the masses in the
struggle for power. In other wordsis it the
programme of Marx, Lenin and Trotsky
for there isn’t any other revolutionary
programme.

If itisn’t then 1sn’t the use of the words
‘anti-tmpenalist’ a cover for the fact that
it is a programme that is opposed to some
aspects of capitalism. Something that all
sorts of peoplc will support, sometimes
very militantly.

Does the programme in anyway go over
the experiences of Chile or Cuba or Nica-
ragua where the party of some of the
leaders of the IU has played a role in
beheading the struggle for socialism? So
what 1s the meaning of ‘anti-capitalism’

Imprecise phrases, unclear thought,
about the contents of an alliance with any
non revolutionary forces will mean that it
is they and not us who will gain from the
experiment.

I see any such alliance as a question of
who will gain the support of the masses in
order to strangle the other leading partner
first. That seems to me to be far removed
from “the only political force with its anti-
imperialist programme.”

Comradely Yours,
Bob Myers.

May Day 1988... 16,000 members and supporters of the MAS gather at the

Ferro Football Stadium in Buenos Alres.

Workers'

Kevin Bulman

WE WELCOME the opportunity to reply
to Comrade Myers’ letter attacking the
Movement towards Socialism (MAS - Ar-
gentne secuon of the International Workers
League) because it raises amongst other is-
sues the question of how trotskyism is to
break out of circle and propaganda existence,
give leadership to the masses and deveiop
programmes and methods of struggle on the
way (0 building parties with mass influence

After reading comrade Myers’ complacent
attitude towards the antt-imperialist charac-
ter of the socialist revolution in an imperialist
dominated and exploited country like Argen-
tina, we would say first and foremost you
must be part of a democratic centralist in-
ternational if you want 10 develop alliances
with any non-trotskyist organisations mak-
ing a turn to the left. Without such an
international - with its democratic and
centralised mutual criticism and its living
exchange of experience - that alliance could
lead to opportunist adaptation,

The Unated Leftis an electoral alliance pro-
posed by the trotskyist MAS to the Commu-
nist Party (CP) of Argentina. It is an agrec-
ment Lo mobilise and o push the conscious-
ness of the working class to make a break
from the illusions it has in bourgeois parues,
in particular Peronism.

The working class in Argentina 1s begin-
ning, like in other countries in Latin America,
to make an historic break with the old bour-
geois and petty bourgeois governments and
movements.

To understand why this 1s taking place in
Argentina and why the MAS has adopted the
tactic of the United Left, 1t ts necessary 1o
study closely the economic processes since
the fall of the dictatorship in 1982 and what
seven ycars of Alfonsin’s rule has mcant for
the workers and overwhelming mass of the
population.

Some details of the hunger and misery of
workers, the absolute destruction and plun-
der of the country and the almost virtual
collapse of the political, social and military
infrastructure will highlight the necessity for
a revolutionary struggle.

Inflationin 1988 wasaround 387.7%. There
hasbeennonet-investment in Argentina since
1983. The share in national eamings that
goes into paying the populations’ wages has
fallen from the 1955 level of 50% to todays
level of a little more than 25%. Workers



Programme for Struggle

wagces under Alfonsin have fallen by 27.53%,
while at the same time the buying power of
wages has {allen by 26%. 7.6 million people
(27% of the population) ar¢ not able to cover
the basic needs for nutrition, education, hous-
ing, comfort and health.

To this we could add the rise of clectricity
prices by 541.2% in 1988.

To pay the external debt it would be neces-
sary to increase exports by the an impossible
930%.

How have the working class and popular
sectors reacted to this huge crisis of the capi-
talist system?

In March 1988 500,000 teachers went on
an indefinite strike for better pay and condt-
tions which lasted almost two months. In the
first five months of 1988 health workers,
administration workers, doctors, factory
workers and even the police took action against
government austerity plans.

Only in March the Government and em-
plovers were saved from more strike ac-
tion when they were forced to concede a
40 % pay rise to gas workers, 33 % to health
workers and 30% to railway workers.

The clectoral alliance of the United Left
has the aim of helping to break the working
class from its old leadership. The agreement
1s to fight for the 29 points of the programmce
which include; refusal to pay the external
debt, for an immediate ris¢ in pensions and
wages nsing with the cost of living, for the
nationalisaton of all the factones that close
undcr workers control, the bringing to justice
of the mulitary torturers and murderers and
for a Workers' and People's Government 10
thoroughly carry out this programme.

We understand these demands quite
clearly tobe againstimperialism. They are
against the whole of capitalism and not
just some aspects of it. The programme 1s
anti-capiialist because to stop paying the $59
billion debt would mean overthrowing impe-
rialism and its capitalist allies and the convo-
cation of a Workers’ and Pecople’s Govern-
ment. To bring the military to justice, to
nationalise and keep open the factorics and 1o
rais¢ wages and pensions guaranteeing the
majority of the population a permanent and
sccure standard of living 1s beyond the realm
of the bourgeois sysicm. All they can offer
the masses is more hunger and more mis-
ery.

If workers fighting inside the trade untons
in Britain could get a tenth of the agreement
that the MAS and CP in Argentina has it
would represent a monumental force against

the burecaucracy and 1ts pro-boss and pro-
state collaboration.

Elcctoral alliances do not mean an absolute
centralised organism. The MAS and the CP
arc quite free 10 make, and have made, criti-
cisms of cach others politics. But we agree to
fight as onc for the 29 points of the pro-
gramme and nothing else. We still have our
own independent organisation and political
line.

Comrade Myers and sadly all too many on
the left in Britain seem 10 believe it 18 imper-
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missible, at any time, 10 form alliances with
other workers organisations, without before-
hand telling them we are going 1o strangle
them.

We would not go into a trade union mect-
ing, Trades Council meeting or workers
mecting and begin by telling the bureauacrats
that we were there to strangle them. No! We
would go through anexpenence with therank
and file workers, patiently revealing the
contradictions in the politics of their icaders
and the needs of their class.

%—_



Reject Merger

Socialist Voice interviewed Chris Bailey,
delegate to he Amalgamated Engineering
Union’s (AEU) National Committee from
Division 21, East Anglia, about the moves
afoot in the AEU to merge with the EEPTU
(the Electricians’ union).

Chris Bailey is proposed by the left as
Divisional Organiser for that area in the
forthcoming elections.

Socialist Voice: “What, in your opinion,
are the reasons for the moves towards

amalgamation?”

Chris Bailey: “Thercis little doubt that the
AEU is facing a severe economic crisis. The
lcadership see the amalgamation as a way out
of this crisis. The engineering industry in
Britain has beendevastated under the Thatcher
Government. The leadership of th¢ AEU
failed to give a lead when fighting factory
closures. When members did attempt to fight
such closures, like at Lawrence Scotts for
cxample, they were given totally inadequate
support.

“Now we are being told by the lcaders of
the union that we must face the ‘new reality’
and that the answers (0 our problems s a new
sort of trade unionism that is attractive to the
cmployers. By this they mean single union
deals, such as the attempted deal at Dundee
with Fords in which the employer forces the
workforce to pay subscriptions to the union in
rciurn for the union becoming the policemen
forthe employcr on the shopfloor. The EEPTU
has of course pionecred such deals - Wapping
1s a prime example.

“The 1idea behind the merger is the creation
of a big union with a structure adapted to this

1 %

so called ‘new trade-unionism’.

SV: “Could you give a complete resume
of the moves?”

CB: “It is difficult to trace the whole his-
tory of the moves since most of them were
carried on behind the backs of the member-
ship in secret talks. In the first place they
were disguised as discussion with the EEPTU
as effects of new technology. Even now we
are dependant on leaks, and often in the
capitalist press, to obtain informauon.

“Jordan was highly committed to the merger
from the time he was clected President and it
is hikely that he consulted with the EEPTU

Let the rank and file decide

leaders on the hest way to approach the ques-
tion. Concrete plans for the merger have only
rcally just emerged in the last year and a half.
These plans have never been presented o the
membership of the AEU or 1ts National
Committec. Members of the EEPTU have
been given more information than we have.”

SV: “How extensive has the opposition
been?”

CB: “The extent of thc opposition was
clearly shown at last years Natonal Commit-
tee. Theresolution thatamalgamation should
take place on the basis of retaining the unions
democratic structure was supported by 68
votes 10 46, This meant that a substantial
section of the leadership’s traditional sup-
porters voted with the left.

“Another clcar indication of the opposition
concerned the retired members of the union -
a number of these are invited to attend the
Natonal Committce as observers. They
continually heckled and jeered speechces in
favour of the amalgamation. At one point
Jordan had to threaten to have them removed.

“My area, division 21, is a right-wing
dominated arca but has supported, for the fast
year, National Commitice resolutions n
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opposition {0 the merger. [ think this i1s a
major factor in my re-election to the National
Commitice thas year. This opposition exists
right through the union. Shop stewards atone
of the largest factories in Cambridge have
indicated to me, as their branch secretary, that
they will seek to transfer the entirc member-
ship at the factory to another union if the
merger takes place.,

“The biggest problem has been the failure
by the left of the union to organise oppost-
tion.”

SV: “Whatis the Democracy that would
be lost?”’

CB: “Our union is one of the oldest in
Britain, indeed in the world. Those who
fought to build the union, often under condi-
tions of illegality, were not only trade union-
ists, they were heavily committed to workers’
democracy. Our union rule book reflects this.
The rules are very carefully formulated to
separate full-time officials out of the policy
making bodi¢cs. The founders of the union
saw such officials as scrvants of the member-
ship not the other way round. All officialsare
elected. At the same time the rule book
provides for discussion and debate at ail lev-

_ —



with EETPU

els on policy making, Of particular impor-
tance here 1s the role of the District Commit-
tees. These provide a forum for discussion
between the branch structure and the shop
stewardsorgamsationsand include direct shop
steward representation. The merger would
do away with these District Commitiees.

“The whole policy making structure, with
its various levels of debate and discussion,
would be replaced by a policy conference
once every two years. The EEPTU leader-
ship wants to make even this an advisory
body only. They also want branch secretaries
and all full-ime officials, except the Presi-
dent, Gencral Secretary and Executive Coun-
cil, to be appointment not elected.”

SV: “What is behind the ballot?”’

CB: “The leadership of the AEU arc at-

favourite trick of dictators throughout the
world - 1t 1s impossible to arrive at a correct
decision on a question without the fullest
information, debate and discussion of oppos-
ing views. Use of the ballot by-passes this. A
ballot can be carefully worded to mis-repre-
sent what people are actually voting for. The
recent ballot in the EEPTU on leaving the
TUC was a good example of this. Atthe same
time the capitalist press and media will un-
doubtedly be advising members to vote for
the merger and will be giving their usual
biased presentation of the facts.”

SV: “What is the purpose of the lobby?”

CB: “The lobby of the AEU National
Commitice called for Monday 17th April at
Eastbourncisthe furstreal attempt to organise
the opposition to the merger and involve the

sed from a
oy the Bir-

CB: “The lobby was :
meeting in Birmingham ¢
mingham Engineering <w v . roup. This
meeting was organised and ;. sported by
members at all levels ¢of the waiun structure
who were dissatisfied it i+ total lack of a
campaign against the gz by the Engi-
neering Gazette nationaily. We hoped to win
support within Engineering Gazette support-
ers nationally. This has in fact happened.
Both Manchester and Preston District Com-
mittees which were not represented at this
first meeting have now come out in support of
the lobby and are demanding a meeting on a
national basis to open up an Engineering
Garzette led anti-merger campaign. Those of
us associatcd with the Birmingham meeting
very much welcome this initiative and would
seck to build the maximum participation by
the membership of the union in such a meet-

tempting to by-pass the policy making struc-  membership as a whole in this. It is planned  ing.”

ture of the unton by balloting the membership  as the first action in an all out {ight to defeat

on the merger. Itis necessary tobe veryclear  the merger plans.”

on this quesuon. The present policy making

structure of the union is far more democratic SV: “How did the lobby come into

than the ballot. The use of areferendumisa  being?”
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NALGO Branch and the
Francis Okanlami

Defence Campaign:
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House, 3 Jacksons Row,
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Telephone for more

information on
{061) 834 6564.
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Continued from page 10

zuela hasrefusedtosigi-:- - chief source
of finance and now relatic. .- Letween it and
1ts creditors has deteriorat. . vith little hope
of more moncy.

The Bolivar was deva i
one month which has =
through the economy,

All car assembly planis, which are a
major employer, have now rlosed down as
the devaluation has caus:. »¢ cost of im-
ported components to .. ¢, Many other
companics have curtaiicd operations until
they, like the car plants, have devised plansto
cope.  Multi-nationals like Ford and
Volkswagen are now likely to move their
operations to other countries in the region.

The action of the Venezualan masses rep-
resents one more link in the “hain of the revo-
lutionary uprising of the Latii: Arncrican work-
ing class. As the US con visman, Walter
Fauntroy said: “...whatwe #..- 2 veeninVene-
zuela could happen tomor: v in Argentina,
Brazil and other countricy vif Latin Amer-

r?

icq.

+ 150% in just
shock waves




MOST WORKING class people I have spoken to, say: “I can’t live
now, how the hell are we going fo live when we get the Poll Tax.”

Poll Tax needs

community campaig

Celia Jones

That feeling is widesprecad and is shown in
the soaring rent arrcars. Once again, those
rent arrcars were in the news recently when
the National Federation of Housing Associa-
tions rcported that the basic cause was; “not
inefficiencies in management or adminisira-
tion, but stmply that many households do not
have enough money” . They concluded that:
“tenants on soctal security, who must pay 20
per cent of their rates and water rates will not
be able to cope and rent arrears can only get
worse.”

Another reaction 1 have had when talking
about the Poll Tax or when people hear about
a meeting being called 1s: “Oh Thope they can
Stop 1L.”

The only answer when somebody comes
out with that reaction 1s to tell them that there
is no one else that can stop it except them-
setves. The only way the Poll Tax can be
fought 1s by masses of pcople organising col-
lective action, so that the authorities see that
they arc dealing with an organiscd mass and
not with isolated individuals.

There is no doubt that working people
are feeling their way towards collective
action on the Poll Tax. Already some work-
tng class people arc aware of the need to
organise. They are the first of many. In
Liverpool, it has only taken small groups of
people in arcas to distribute lcaflets, and in a
short space of time commiitees have heen
formed.

Gas, water and electricity charges will all
be up under privatisation. Even belore priva-
tisation there has been an increase 1in water
rates with no incrcase in benelit to those on
social security. The rise m {ood prices 1S
eating mto income and here also, far from
therc bcing an mcrcase 1n benelits, state
benefits are being croded.

The latest we have to facce ts that lh(, Gov-
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Anti-Poll Tax demonstrators in Glasgow, March {989

ernment 1S determined to bring 1n new hous-
ing benelit rules on the 1st April, although
has been warned that haif the tocal authoriies
are unabl¢ 10 cope with the changes.

The regulations mean that benefit will be
cut if the local rent officer thinks that claun-
ants have “too many rooms” {or theirneeds or
if the rentis higher than local market rents.

“Too many rooms”™ mc¢ans more than ong
bedroom for a couple or for each adult, for
two children of the same sex, or for two
children under ten.

Working class people feel frightened on
their own. In fact, they cannot tight on their
own, the working class has always fought tra-
dinonally in organisations.

These commitiees that are being formed
arc only a beginning. In the next two ycars,
masses of people will be moving, as the
condiuons of lifc deteriorate. What 1s shown
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in Armenia (see this issue of Socialist Voice)
will be happening 1n this country with mass
movements linking together.

Tenants must build links with council work-
crs whaose jobs are threatened, while our
services worsen. Community groups will be
a superior {orce in fighting council or govern-
ment officials if they have strong bonds with
trade unionists, particularly council and
govermment workers.  Gas, clectricity and
water workers must be brought in - for priva-
tisation will hit them too while prices for
tenants continue {0 rise.

We have to build a movement that can
protect the old, the sick, the disabled and
the youth who will be the worst hit, and
prevent our class from having to suffer
intolerable burdens of poverty and mis-
ery.



In Thatcher's Britain:

TODAY, in Britain, more than 20% of
under 25°s are unemployed. Youth home-
lessness is growing at a faster rate than any-
where else in Western Europe. ‘Shelter’, the
homeless charity, estimates that nationally
there are 150,000 homeless young people of
whom at Ieast 30,000 are in London.

Just five years ago under 25’°s were entitled
to the same financial support from the state as
anyone else. BUT since 1985 a stream of
legistation has gouged a chasm in their wel-
fare rights.

In April 1988 the Department of Social
Security cut Income Support for (wo age
groups. 18 to 24 year olds had their weekly
benefit cut from £33 to £26 while under 18
ycar olds had a £14 cutleaving them with just
£19 a week. The April changes immediaiely
swelled the ranks of homeless youths. Not
only was benefit cut bul payments werc
changed to two wecks In arrears.

In September 1988 the Government en-
acted legislation which removed the night to
claim any benefits from all 1610 17 year olds.
They now have to go on a Youth Training
Scheme or starve. 90,000 tcenagers had all
their Income Support suddenly removed.

The Government’s promise of a guaran-
teed place ona YTS was soon shown Lo be a
lie. Shelter and other voluntary groups have
confirmed that many lcenagers have been
unable 1o getonto a tratning scheme losing atl
benefits asaresult. Shelter reported that over
13,000 16 10 17 year olds nationatly have no
YTS scheme and no benefits.

The Government have justificd these Dra-

conian measures by arguing that young people
should be, ‘weaned off dependence on the
state and put back where they rightly belong
- In the parental home.’

But many homeless teenagers and young
people do not have loving homes to which
they can return. Some come straight out of
care institutions while others have fled from
sexual or physical abuse.

The Government’s attacks on the working
class have served only to force families 1o
gject children from the parental home as soon
as they rcach school leaving age.

And what has the trade union movement
done to protect the young and unemployed? -
NOTHING!

The conditions are here for building a
mass youth movement. A movement that
won’t stop at words of opposition or fa-
vouring the last cheap labour scheme in
opposition to the latest. A movement that
will not hesitate at taking what they feel

Youth are Free to Starve

they are entitled to. And this is precisely
what the trade union and Labour Party
leaders fear!

Spontaneous movements will undoubtedly
arise in oppositon to the massive attacks
young people are facing on all fronts. But
these movements will seek programmes of
struggle and new leaders coming out of the
struggle will have o give direction m the
fight.

We offer the following programme as a
basis for building a movement against youth
slavery:

Proper training under trade union
control payed for by the bosses.

Unions to recruit afl youth at rates
they can afford

Immediate and decent housing for
youth.

A living level of state benefits for all
unemployed linked to inflation,

A sliding scale of wages and hours in
workplaces to allow full employment and
re-employment of all those on the dole. -

An organised movement to take over
boarded up council housing and any un-

used inhabitable property.

An end to the sale of council housing.

Tory
Law In

Pickle

THE DECISION of Judge Pickles to jail a
woman for seven days for contempt, when
she refused to give evidence against an ¢x-
boyfriend after she had received intimidatory
threats, is a direct attack upon the rights of
women and particularly on working class
women. What is at stake is the night of
womgen 1o carry out and determine their own
self defence, 1n whatever way they feel nec-
essary.

Far from encouraging women to stand
up to violence, as Pickles infers, it will, and
is intended to have, the exact opposite
effect. 1t will deter women from standing
up to male violence.

With the arrogance usually associated with
Tory judgcs, typical of the ruling class of this
country, Pickles dismisses demands for his
resignation and haughtily replies that: “People
can say what they like but I am not going (0
resign.”

Pickles obviously lives in a world of his
own, believing himself to be the guardian of
the ‘peoples’ interests and of the interests of
battered women. The decision of Pickles to
jail a victim of male violence puts under
the spotliight the class nature of the judicial
system,

Even legislation against sexual harassment
of women al work provides an escape clause
for those guilty through out of court setile-
ments which means women who can 1ill-
afford to pay legal costs, signing no-publicity
clauses as a condition of out-of-court settle-
ments withemployers. Inthis way, likein the

1 Pickles judgement, the woman is turned from

innocent victim into guilty offender with her
name splashed over the pages, no doubt, of
the gutter press.




Fight Youth dlavery
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trades unions right to approve the Youth  opposed to six. As the schemes get worse, the trade un-
Training Scheme (YTS) trainees are to be ET is no longer a scheme aimed at the long  ions and Labour Party move in quicker
stripped of all remaining employment term unemployed and is to embrace more than ever to ensure there is no organised
rights under new rules drawn up by the  ‘project based’ courses which would make it opposition from the base.

governments’ Training Agency. almost indistinguishable from the old Com- ISV - In response to these lat-

Companies and organisations providing munity Programme scheme except of €St attacks, and the total

'y ®

work experience and Managing Agentssuch  that participants recerve ™ ; .. - collaboration of the trade
as city councils, responsible for the day to half  the nid YEWPRCIR PO o At Seggl union and Labour Party
day running of courscs, will no longer be ANy 4 RS WY |cadcrships, ad-hoc
‘required’ to ensure provision of the .« . M i® ! campaigning groups

L .
and trade unionists

from  Scotland,
Wales and many re-
gions of England,
metin Marchand
decided to go
back to their
areas and mo-
bihise for regional
demonstrations against ET and
th June,

previously guoaranteed  ag
minimum rights such % 4 g8
as holiday entitle- &
ment, payment for ‘T
sickness and time off '\, %\ G
for other purposes, for VT ARNNEIN
example job seeking.
There will be no en- 1%
forced grievance and disci- @
plinary procedures and no
restrictions on overlime %

i

working or travel out of the . money Everybody must work for this initiative,

home area. % . 1 : and work twice the butifitis tobe really successful, every activ-
Labour councils which (L ~ 48 hours! ist must seck ways of calling on scheme

prided themselveson the terms s The Government also have plans to ex-  workers, YTS and ET trainees, to take strike

and conditions they provided within the  tend the YTS to 19 year oldssothat 17 year  action on this day.

YTS will now find themselvesin a position  olds would be eligible for a two year pro- Last year, on June 15th, over 20,000 Com-

where they will increasingly be expect- gramme. There is a clear danger that un- munity Programme (CP) scheme workers
edto impose truly ‘slave labour schemes’  employed 19 year olds could soonbedenied  took strike action in opposition to the intro-
or fight the schemes astheyand the trades  benefitalongside all 17 and 18 year oldsde-  duction of the Employment Training, ‘work-
unions should have done fifteen yearsago, barred since last September, lowering the for-your-dole’, scheme. This tremendous
when the first schemes were introduced unemployment statistics yet further. action frightened the wade union leaders, in
by a Labour government. In response to the latest attacks the Labour - particular, the leadership of the T&GWU,
A letter sent to all Training Agents from  Party is proposing a four year programme for ~ whose members made up the majority of CP
the director of field operations at the Gov-  16-20 year olds toreplace the presenttwoycar ~ workers at the time, into adopting oposition
emments’ Training Agency envisages: “a  YTS. Four year schemes instead of two year  ‘in words’ to ET. This position was then
relaxation of restrictions to ensure flexibil-  schemes - no talk of proper jobs or of training ~ fought through at the TUC conference in
iy”. linked (o jobs. September. But within two weeks the TUC
The new rules will apply to all 400,000 The T&GWU (Transport and General  General Council had met and overturned
trainees on the YTS. | - Workers” Union), renowned for their wordy  conference policy of opposition. The T&G
The Government is removing the mini-  ‘opposition’ to the schemes, whose biennial ~ will now try to tie the union to this collabora-
mum safeguards agreed by the trade un-  delegate conference is to take place thissum-  tionist and turncoat policy as the Tory gov-
ion movement. This move must call into  mer, will debate a record number of resolu-  ernmentcontinue (0 make the schemes worse.
question the trade union movements con-  tions on training. Most resolutions demand All those opposed to the schemes must
tinued support for the YTS. continued opposition to ET, some demand an ~ pinpoint the big YTS agencies in their
Meanwhile the Torics are to widen the net-  extension of opposition 1o all temporary  areas and build for 15th June by getting
of the Employment Training (ET) scheme  employment schemes including YTS. The  sections of trainees to take up the call for
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