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LABOUR LEADERS DEFEND

WHOSE SIDE

The shock that the Tories have no remedies to the slump of many sectors
of the British economy has forced papers like the Guardian and Observer,
‘newspapers of moderation and sober thought’, into panic and they call for
the “boot to go in” against the Toncs n the commg general election.

They point to the problems with Ford (losing $2.3 Bllhon inayear), BP, British Aerospace
and even the Hanson businesses. Even the well known purveyor of unbiased economic
commentary, the Bank of England, starts blurting out the truth: we are in a recession and they
do not know when it willend. Well even blind chickens can eat grains of corn. For whatever
political reasons they advance this statement, which workers have felt for long time, it does
not alter the fact that a new level has been reached. No one can pretend any longer Whﬂe
they talk of recession capitalism goes into a slhump.

An increasing clamour is heard that Thatcherism and the present government has failed.
Bul Labour have been enthusiastic promoters of the freemarket economy in many spheres.
If they win the general election they are going to rule on behalf of the minority who control
the profits.

Labour will carry on Thatcher s policy of isolating people and attacking the working class.

ARE YOU ON?

mh MARCH
. 7.30BURY
| ovsn BCCI AND THE POLL |

This process has been carried on for decades against psychiatric paticnts who have been
emptied out from the institutions, without any provision. onto the streets. Labour are strong
promoters of the same idca for the disabled. They call for “community carc™. But such care
needs resources and the funds are drying up. None of the poor. the elderly or the youth get
alook in. Those in work arc increasingly offercd deals which atlempt (o sct worker against
worker and Labour intend to keep the restrictions on trade unions.

Labour are moving away totally from the defending the poor. That is why Whitty, General P 5
Secretary of the Labour party, can say “Nothing must be allowed to get in the way of SRR
achicving ™ a Labour government when asked to support acharter of existing Jegal rights (see
inside this issue of SV). i i

INSIDE>LAMBETH/POLL TAX / BURY
PLUS>BCCI / VOIGE SPECIAL ON RUSSIA
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THE VOICE SAYS

In order to govern against the working class they jettison any pretence of nationalisation,
council house building, trade union rights, they support Bush's war and want to build nuclear
weapons as rapidly as the worst war mongers.

They treat Scottand with a chauvinism equal to the Tories. The Labour leadership have
abandoned the Scottish working class as they have the English and Welsh. ‘

The people of Scotland have the right to elect the government of their choice. The Scottish

“working class finds no support in parliament and it has developed strong national scntiments.

To sweep this discussion aside, as not only the Labour leadership does, but lefts such as
Militant, actually means leaving the working class to the SNP.

No strong and lasting relationship can be made with the working class without supporting
the demand for the right to self-determination. While supporting that demand we will
encourage ali attempts at building unity between the working class both side of the border.

In fact nowhere is there away out for a future Labour government. There is no answer in
North Sea oil. the European Market or easy pickings in Eastern Europe. What benefits there
are will goto the US. Germany orJapan. Buteven they are fearfut of the chaos and the working
class.

In Lithuania. recent polls showed a majority opposed to the government's policies.
Rumania’s three trade unions are threatening a general strike unless the government triples
the minimum wage. The government so far has refused to budge above the present minimum
of £16 while the unions are demanding £45.70. The workers' wages buy less and less. In the
twenty months after the revolution prices tripled. In the three months since then they have
doubled again. In Czechoslovakia output has fallen by 30% or more while inflation has
accelerated. Unemployment has shot up - ominously more quickly in the Slovak part of the
country.

In Poland the “shock therapy”, which started two years ago. has resulted in rising
unemployment, growing fears of industrial and financial collapse and last month a general
strike.

All the advanced and Europear countries are also facing crisis. Germany and Japan are
slowing down. The slump in the USA forces 10,000 workers to queue for one job in a hotel.
Australian markets are loosing out to Japan. In New Zealand workers rights are furiously
attacked. Unemployment in Sweden is the highest level since 1960 when statistics were first
recorded. The property market has cotlapsed and banks are losing billions in bad loans to the
construction industry. Volvo are demanding the government intervenes to save industry.

The Greek government is also in deep crisis. Their solution. after the discredited PASOK
was forced out, was (o privatise 325 state owned industries. They have been opposed by a
general strike and have only sold a handful of firms.

The ground on which British reformism stands is shrinking. In the coming election the main
question for those who offer leadership is: what side are you on, the toilers or the rich?

Workers want an explanation for what is going on ard they want a way out, but there is no
easy road it is either towards ever deepening chaos and rule in the name of profit or the re-
building the mass movement with a leadership turned to the international and national
problems facing the working class.

Atthe beginning of this stage of world developments we are now passing through, we repeat
the words of the Manifesto of the Emergency Conference of the Fourth International which
gathered, in 1940, in the tense atmosphere of engulfing war which was to slaughter millions:

“The capitalist world has no way out. unless a prolonged death agony be so considered. It

1$ necessary to prepare for long years. if not decades, of war, uprisings brief interludes of truce.

new wars and new uprisings. A young revolutionary party must base itseif on this perspective,
History will provide it with enough opportunitics and possibilitics (o test itself. to accumulate
expertence and to mature. The swifter the ranks of the vanguard are fused the more the epoch
of bloody convulsions will be shortened. the less destruction will our planet suffer.”

Only by telling the truth to the working class and developing a fighting programme based
on the new realities can a leadership be built that will be able to withstand the present period
of rapid changes and utilise the great possibilites.
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MORE LIKE THE
TORIES EVERY DAY

As some Tory councils slightly ease back
in collecting the Poli Tax in the runup to the
general election, Labour councils seem more
Thatcherite than Conservative one’s,

Forexample Southwark (Labour) council
arc still using ‘Pete Wallis Today’. a firm of
bailiffs at present at the centre of an assault
charge and this is not the first accusation
aimed at this firm!

Margarct Hodge leader of Islington {La-
bour) Council and spokesperson for the
London authorities called on the police to be
moreeffective in helping councils collect the
Poll Tax. Camden (Labour) council is
threatening to sack a council worker if she
gets sent down because of non-payment.
Meanwhile Hacknev (Labour) council is
trying to avoid such a situation by threaten-
ing to sack people if
they have not paid the
Poll Tax (not even
wailing for the court
case) and making ap-
plicants for council jobs
state whether they have
paidthe Poll Tax: “You
are required under threat of future dis-
missal to disclose in application forms
rent arrears of yourseff or partner, details
of squatting or any withholding of the Poil
Tax.”

“You must not further the aims of an
organisation in conflict with the council,
say Freemasons,A SQUATTERSACTION
GROUP, a fascist organisation.”

Gone is the pretence. often repeated over
the last few years. that Labour councils will
implement the Poll Tax more humanely than
the Tories would.

Care for the poor, the elderly. the disabled
has gone. The Labour leadership do not
stooptoeventatking aboutthem inthe runup
to the general election. They are too busy
implementing the Polt Tax - happily helping
magistrates break the law. Council employees
in the court are often heard to ask the mag-
1strate to use his common sense rather than
base their judgement on the law, while the
clerk of the court (whose wage is paid by the

council) is often heard cncouraging the:

magistrate to ignore the taw.

A whole generation of Labour councillors
has been brought up on the diet of manoeuvre
and fudge, of creative accounting and
treating the electorate as so many punters, as
a lump of inert matter to be used in the
elections. The Poll Tax signified the end of
all that. With the introduction of the Poll
Tax councillors had to choose where to

S __lié introduction of the Poll

ED BARBOR

stand, either with the struggle or for im-
plementation of the tax, there was and
there is no other road, no middle ground.

In order to develop a fighting alterna-
tive we should say kick the Tories out fight
the Labour leadersand councils now, dur-
ing and after the election.

Labour candidates in local and general
clections should only be voted for if there 1s
no alternative prepared to fight on principles
and defend the working class. They should
only be supported like. as Lenin said. a rope
supports a hanging man.

One of the independent candidates in last
vear'sJocal election Abdul Rashid (Werneth
and Coppice Ward, Oldham) linked bis can-
didacy to a strike in the
Oldham Roval Infir-
mary of workers
sacked for striking
against the cuts. He
said, in the Socialist
Voice after last year's
clection:

“During the run up to the election the
leader of the Council asked me (o withdraw
mynomination. I said I weould if the Council-
lors agreed 10 be always with the people,
ouwtside in the sireet or wherever people
wanted them. Secondly, if theyagreed o stop
summionsing people to court and stop using
the baiiiffs. If they agreed on this then [
would withdraw. They did not agree to do
this.

“Ialsotold themihe that Labour Party had
Iastthree gencral elections and if they do not
change their policies they could easily lose
the fourth. But if they change their policies,
within two months the Labour Party would
definitely win.”

The climate in which the Labour Party will
come to power (ilitdocsatall} isaclimalein
which the number of bankrupicies and
liquidations rose from 28935 in 1990 (o0
47,777 in 1991 and the number of companies
going into receivership rose 56% in 1991 to
4 000. In this ycar Building Societies expect
85.000 house repossessions duc to mortgage
defaulting (o add to the 167.400 households
recognised as homeless by local authorities
in 1990 (of which the councils recognised
they had a duty to house 59,800 households
- probably meaning they are elderly, preg-
nant women or families.) _

A united movementof the working class is
the only forward. , That does not mean we
wait for the working class to develop and
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DRESSING UP
WAGE CUTS

“then we can step in to take the credit and the

lcadership. No. such a movement will have
to re-learn the old methods of fighting and &
movement will be built by fighting on al! the
issues pressing down on the working class
and uniting them togcther against all the
careerists, self-seekers and su ppoﬂers of the
rich.



LAMBETH: THE ATTEMPT TO
DESTROY A COMMUNITY

MARTIN MITCHELL OF THE BRIXTON HILL ANTI-POLL TAX GROUP AND THE UNEMPLOYED ACTION GROUP

-~

An internal Labour group document in

Lambeth reveals an estimated £26.1 mil-

" lion could be cut off Lambeth’s budget for
the next financial year.

Last year £25 million was cut and 800
jobs lost - in a borough with 25% unem-
ployment. Thousands of residents suffered
as grants to youth centres, swimming pools,
community halls, nurseries, creches. play-
groups, and many voluntary groups were
either axed or reduced.

A look at environmental services shows
the sort of devastation that will be caused if
Labour adopts its “‘draft proposals”. The
leaked proposals include a 30% cut in
spending on libraries with a minimum of 4
and possibly 9 libraries closing - and up to 50
staff being sacked. Either Streatham or
Clapham swimming pools will be closed
{the lido at Brockwell Park is already closed,
and the one at Kennington park abandoned
after £.5 mitlion had been spent developing
it - it is now expected it will be filled in and
earthed over). Ferndale sports centre will be
closed. Flaxman’s hours reduced and 2 out
of 3 sports halls closed down. In the Arts
there will be more cuts, with concerts, shows
in parks and cultural events scrapped. and
the axing of grants to voluntary arts groups.
80% of their budget in a lot of cases.

In other areas there will be a 15% cut in
advice centres. a 20% cut in adult education
and a 20% cut in youth services. This is all
ontopoflast years massive cuts and at a time
when increasing unemploymentand poverty
means greater need and demand for public
services,

Whatis needed in Lambeth is aboosttothe
economy, increasing public services to pro-
vide a decent environment in which to live
andto provide more jobs. It makes anonsense
of Lambeth’s business initiatives to attract
Jobsand“industry™ when the future for people
who live here looks like being that of living
in a poverty stricken “ghetto™ where people
are less and less likely to want to live, the
area spiralling downwards in a cycle of
poverty, neglectand further impoverishment.

Henry Gilby, the council officer in
charge of Environmental Services, pointed

NALGO WORKERS RESISTING LAMBETH COUNCIL'S COMPULSORY

REDUNDANCIES POLICY

out recently that these cuts need not take
place. Gilby oudlined an alternative strategy,
designedtodefend servicesand increase them,
involving re-scheduling debts, seeing more
“effective” interest rates on debt, and stop-
ping “central-purchasing”, a crazy situation
whereby everything Lambeth Council buys
has 10% added to it through a central-pur-
chasing system. He is setting out an alternate
strategy pointing out to the politicians of the
Labour party that if they wanted they could
stop and even reverse cuts. The council’s
own officers have a greater political will and
attitude to defend the community than the
ruling Labour group. Indeed the Labour
group has suspended 13 of its own council-
lors in Lambeth for opposing the implemen-
tation of Tory policy.

Mr Gilby also revealed that at a meeting
between councillors and council officers on
20th January the “possibility™ that all con-
cessions will be withdrawn for one year -
including the concessions to OAPs and
under 16s was discussed.

But at a time of increasing hardship con-
cessions should be extended. The Uncm-
ployed Action Group in Brixton is demand-
ing an increase of concessionary hours at the
councils recreational facilities and the re-
introduction of no admission charges during
those periods for the huge number of unem-
ploved in the borough - over 32.000.

So just whose interest is the Labour group
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serving? Not the growing numbers of unem-
ployed and under-privileged in the borough.
Not-the interests of the people who voted
Labour in the last council election - when
labour promised “no cuts™ in services. The
answer must be, once again, the interests of
big business and the economic doctrine that
was “Thatcherism”. What we are witnessing
in Lambeth is part of what is happening all
over Britain. and internationally. the deliber-
ate creation of a vast pool of unemployed and
under privileged people to provide cheap
labour and keep wages low and falling. Brit-
ish government and industry seek to drive
down Jlabour costs further and further to
protect profits and compete with other
countries which are technically far more
advanced and with the low wage costs of
slave-labour societies which increasingly
compete with the so-calied “developed™ ra-
tions..

Bur this attack on communities by the
government also seeks 1o extinguish any
power-centre of opposition.

Cutting services and increasing mass un-
employment also serves the purpose of de-
stroying trade unions. local left-wing coun-
cils, and communities of peopie who believe
in themselves. Instead of standing up for
itself and its people. Lambeth council is
following the line of the Labour Party -
seeking to implement Tory policies to show
itself respectable and worthy of business



support.

Perhaps a “wamning™ of the political sui-
cide the Labour group is embarked on in
Lambeth and elsewhere was shown in the
December by-election (reported in the last
issue of SV) when its vote fell by 300% and
the Tories took a seat in a strong working
class estate by a huge majority. If Lambeth
goes ahead with these cuts it turns on the very
people it ostensibly seeks to defend and
whose interests it should promote.

FIGHTING THE COUNCIL

Steve Whalley, the leader of the Labour
council in Lambeth says: “Inevitably there
will be job losses and cuts in services.” The
only chance for the people is to take on the
council in Lambeth. Caroline Hathaway,
branch secretary of NALGO (the local gov-
emment union) has warned the council over
cuts: “There is no way we will sit back and
allow them to do this.”" On Thursday, 16th
January, 70% of NALGO’s 5,000 members
went on strike over the axing of 2 jobs in
Lambeth’s computer department. Three
youth centres are still occupied since they
were “axed” last year.

Massive resistance to the Poll Tax contin-
ues as up to 80% of Poll Tax non-payers face
the courts. Cheers and applause greeted the
adjournment of 2,400 summonses untit April
because of the question of computerevidence
admissibility.

Only the people can save Lambeth and the
threatened communities arcund Britain - all
the recognised political parties have tumed
their backs on the people in their desire to
please, feed and promote the international
capitalist system of destruction and explot-
tation, which relies on people living in ig-
norance, fear and mistrust. But once people
exert the power they have. anything and
everythingcanchange. And, asdemonstrated
by the Poll Tax. when pushed too far, people
can and do react and those in government get
a“shock”™. Communities can be strengthened
and united when faced with acommon strug-
gle.

The lid can only be kept screwed down for
50 long.

i

- SUPPORT FOR
RUSSIAN MINERS

TO THE MINEWORKERS OF TENTESKA
FROM THE BRIXTON HILL ANTI-POLL TAX UNION

This is to send you greetings and support in your strike for increased wages. We have heard
via the miners of Asturias, Spain Lhat you are fighting for a wage of 15% of production.

In this country we are facing many struggles. Unemployment in this part of London, the
borough of Lambeth is 24.9% and people are faced with enormous bills of Poll Tax, now
nearly £1.000 per head for 2 years tux unpaid. Of 186.000 people liable for the Poll Tax in
Lambeth, up to 150,000 have either not paid any of the tax or have stopped paying it. Soup
to 150,000 arc faced with legal action for not paying. Every week up to 4,000 are taken to the
Magistrates Court by the local council knowing they cannol pay the unjust tax.

In this country over 7 million people have been summoned to Court so far. Over 150 have
been sent to prison for not paying the tax. At the same time, services provided by the council
are being cutback, for example in Brixton the Youth Centre has been closed, but kept going
by an occupation by its workers, the swimming pool in the local park has been shut down, the
old, the disabled, and the sick are being hitas services are slowly eroded and changes imposed.

In this area, the government training programmes for the unemployed are nothing but a
sham, after a year’s “training™ only 9% of people get a full-time job with an employer.

We seek to fight this government and all who attempt to impose this repressive system on
us, by exposing their lives and deceits and attempting to express and let be known the truth
of what is happening in out society do-day. This is a basis for finding new solutions and
changing our living and working conditions.

WE SUPPORT YOUR WAGE DEMANDS AND WISH YOU A FULL VICTORY.
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VOICE COMMENT

NEC SUPPORTS LAW BREAKERS

A letter has been received by the North-
ern Anti-Poll Tax Forum from Larry
Whitty, General Secretary of the Labour
Party which, in effect, supports magis-
trates and councils breaking the law in
order to implement the Poll Tax.

We re-print the letter so readers can judge
for themselves and we also re-print the char-
ter of legal rights, which_he was asked to
circulate, along with more detailed legal in-
formation.

The charter of legal rights will be launched

_-ata lobby of the NEC of the Labour Party on
'26th February. It is part of the campaign to

force the authorities to observe the legal
rights of people concerning the Poll Tax and
to force the immediate repeal of the Poll Tax.
The lobby, agreed in October at a meeting of
over 80 anti-Poll Tax groups, is also de-
manding the immediate repeal of the Poll
Tax, an amnesty and an end to the witch-
hunts.

Whitty avoids answering any of the legal
points. He does say the Poll Tax is unjust but
the Poll Tax is being implemented by Labour
councils whoare contravening the legal rights
of people who cannot pay and or will not pay.
The question here is: does he support the
existing legal rights. which courts and coun-
cils are supposed to observe or not?

The fact that he does not answer and would
not even circulate the material so that others
on the NEC could read it is his real answer.
He makes a chilling comment when he says
"Nothing must be allowed to get in the way of
achieving” the election of a Labour govern-
ment.

Does he mean that he will support people's

legal rights after the general election, but for
the moment they are suspended?

By acting in this way Whitty is promoting
judicial thuggery against the working class.
He stands, like Blunket and Gould, behind
the councils and magistrates urging them on
to do the job regardless of the law.

Are Benn and Skinner of the NEC going to
oppose this position of Larry Whitty by sup-
porting the lobby of the NEC and by organ-
ising the ranks of the Labour and Trade
Union movement in defence of basic legal
rights or will they remain silent.

What is happening to those going to court
over the Poll Tax is in the long line of attack
on democratic rights against the miners, the
blacks, the Irish and minority communities.
The breaking of these rights has now been
applied to over 7 million people.

We hope that Labour party and trade union
organisations-cendemn Whitty's reply and
support the lobby.

THE ILLEGALITY OF COURTS

The Poll Tax Legal Group has done important work in fighting many injustices concerning the Poil Tax. Rob Manson
talked to Socialist Voice about recent events concerning the Poll Tax.

“The courts have been turned into rubber
stamping factories. The Poll Tax has helped
break up society and hit the youth and the
sick.

“All the liability ordess should be wiped
clean and the whole thing started again be-
cause computer evidence should not have
been allowed in a magistrates court, it was
hearsay evidence.

“The Tories intend to change the law, but
not retrospectively so they are hoping that
those who have been through the court will
not appeal. If they had to deal with all the 7
million cases again it would cost approxi-
mately £33 million, which is the cost of one
frigate.

“When the Tories could not come up with
an answer Blunket and Gould {both on the
Labour NEC] stepped in to say they would
support changes including retrospective
changes which even the Tories would not
introduce.

“Their response was that the Poll Tax has

got to be collected - we cannot be seen to
support non-payment, what matters most to
these gentleman is the efficient administra-
tion of the Poll Tax collection not the lawful
administration of justice. Blunketand Gould
have destroyed any basis of opposition to
fighting the Poll Tax because it is efficiency
that matters to them,

“T was almost sick on the spot because I
thought we were giving the Labour Party the
best present they could have. They could
have demanded the govemment cease en-
forcing the Poll Tax and local authorities
should refused to implement it any further
and demanded the Tories foot the bill But
they are not willing to safeguard the rights of
the poor, the inarticulate and the unrepre-
sented.

*“The Labour leadership are horrified at the
thought of covering the cost of a Tory mis-
take and they would rather see the poor
suffer. Labour are supporting the idea of
disenfranchising the unemployed, youth and
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the working class and pandering to the mid-
dle classes. For every one liberal they gain
they will lose two or three in Wales or Scot-
land. Their reply is: so what?

“When I went to help at the Clerkenwell
court recently over a 100 people, pregnant
mothers, single mothers and pensioners were
shouting with jubilation that someone was
coming to their aid. All these people will be
hit from a great height by the Labour Party
who have been telling them for the last two
years that you have got 1o pay the Poll Tax
because itislaw. Now they have the rightnot
to be dealt with in the courts according to the
law and Labour do not want to know,

*“I am in support of a party that will repre-
sent the people. The Labour party is actively
working to disenfranchise socialists. We
need to get agreement by campaigning over
practical issues. [ am convinced that the
Labour party will not support the ideas against
the Poll Tax.”



SOCIALIST

WORKERS OPPOSE PRICE HIKES
AS YELTSIN BRINGS CHAOS

Yegor Gaidar, deputy prime minister of the Russian federation and
minister of economics and finance, declared in January that the first
element of the “shock therapy” plan was the “freeing of markets”
for goods. services and forcign exchange.

Only afew basic goods remain controlled and their prices have, on
average. tripled. In reaction to the sufferings imposed on the Russian
people he said; “Some ask: ‘how can people afford the higher
prices?’” He answered; “This largely misses the point. The prices
only rose because the people - taken as @ whole - had the money to
spend.”

MrGaidar’s team include Mr Jeffrey Sachs of Havard and Professor
Richard Layard of the LSE. Their talk of people, “taken as a whole”
contains the people who were growing rich and pushing up the prices
by speculation and corruption. and the privileged elite. These people
are the very people who will continue to get rich under the present
“radical economic reform” inthe same way as they are getting richer
in Poland.

Mr. Gaidar says that; “Care must be taken, however, to protect the
poorer people - such as pensioners - who have aiready spent all their
income. We have done all that we can to protect these groups. On st
January, the basic pension, child support and the minimum wage
were increased by 90%. This is less than the rise in prices, but any
bigger increase would have been irresponsible.”

These groups get a 90% increase while the price of basic goods is
tripled and other commodities rise even further. The Guardian of
17th January reported that in some places workers were not being
paid because their factories had no cash. One MP told Parlia-
ment that in Novosibirsk people had not received pensions since
November.

GETTING RICH ON POVERTY

Asurvey of living standards carricd ont by aNorwegian tradc unien
research organization at the beginning of January declared that more
than 60% of Muscovites had been driven below the poverty lineinthe
previous months. that is. before Yeltsin's price reform!  Real per
capita income of the poorest sections of the population fell by twenty
per cent after last April's limited price reforms while the incomes of
middic income houscholds fell 250%. The report indicated that the
freeing of prices hits the elderly, the handxcappcd the chronically ill,
and single mothers the hardest. -

The lives of the men and women in the former Soviet Union are
now being ruil by peopic from the clite in iheir own Couniry o from
the western universities who know and care as little about the
conditions of the population as did the stalinist rulers. Most of those
bureaucrats it must be added are, of course, not suffering, but very
well esconced in the new elite.

Professor Jeffrey Sachs, who was described by the city editor of the
Guardian as “adviser extraordinary to the former communisi bloc as
it pilots its way to capitalism” , gave his opinion to a Financial Times
interviewer that the opposition to the soaring prices was;
“Yak.Yak.Yak”,

A Muscovite demonstrates against the price inceases. The banner says,
"No increase in prices”.

Gaidar, Yeltsin and Sachs try to minimize the reaction to the price
rise. Gaidar told the Russian Parliament that people were accepting
huge increases with “courage and clenched teeth”. He maintaned
that “the general reaction had been calm and that there had be en no
large sirikes and demonstrations had not got much support.” )

PRICE PROTEST

Atthe same time a Tass Newsagency despatch reported that people
in the southern town of Stavrapol smashed shop windows at the
abrupt rise of prices triggered by the end of seven decades of price
control. Shops were forced to reduce their newly liberated prices for
meat and sausage. '

Protests in Vladimir forced authorities to intervene to lower the still
controlled price of milk, from 6 roubles to 1.2 roubles while a

_complaint by young mothers prompted similar action by the regional

government council in Nizhni Novgorod. 7,000 taxi drivers went on
strike in St. Petersburg against the increase of fares.

At this time miners in Kazakhstan, the third largest of the former
Union’s coal fields, went on strike with a demand to double their pay.
Workers in industries in the capital of Kazakhstan, Alma Ata, were
also reported to have been on strike since 6th January, when prices
were freed. Miners in the Kuzbass also came out.
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In a number of cities and regions of Russia and in a number of
Commonwealth states the authorities have decreed a reduction in
prices for a number of basic necessities in response to popular anger
at what looked like purely specuiative rises.

Gaidar said that wage rises would mean the death of the “shock
therapy” but Yeltsin was forced to give miners in Kuzbass a 300%
increase a week later. The Financial Times, 24th January, reports that
Yeltsin met representatives from Russia’s biggest coalfield the
Kuzbass and was reported by the Interfax newsagency to have
conceded their demand for higher salaries. Such a concession to the
powerful mineworkers will open the way to other workers. The
resistance of the population shattered previous plans, including the
500 days, Shatalin plan of “shock therapy” which was supported by
Yeltsin last year. .

CHAOS AFTER BUREAUCRATIC PLANNING
The opposition from below is now responsible for the crisis and
_splits at the top in the government and new bureaucracy. The speaker
of the Russian Parliament on 13th January attacked the reforms.
criticized the destruction of collective and state farms, and called on

Workers in Moscow having to sift through a garbage dump in order to live

the government to resign. The vice-president also attacked the price
“reforms” and declared: “I hear everyone calling for a changein the
present economic reform process; many deputies, including demo-
crats and non- democrars specialists, heads of plants and enterprises
both state owned and not state owned. We are Jfed up with experi-
ments, we have had enough of them.” The Moscow city adminis-
tration announced its collective resignation on the 9th January
following a prolonged struggle with Gavril Popov, the mayor, over
the privatization of houses.

The countries of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union go
from crisis to crisis because the old planning, even though distorted
by the bureaucracy, has been abolished. There is chaos and crisis
because there are no powerful groups of capitalists able to take hold
of the economy in their own interests. The governments of Eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union are tiny greedy people in face of
giant tasks. They desperately beg for assistance from the powerful
foreign capitalists and surround themselves with academic capitalist
theorists. However, continually they run up against the resistance of
workers. For, in order that a governing class can take these central
industries and control the economy, the working class has to suffer
and its reaction be crushed. On this rock, so far, every plan has been
wrecked.

They bluster, like Yeltsin, but the usurping restoranomsts moti-
vated by no general principles, are like the muile, of which it is said:
“It has no pride of ancestry and no hope of posterity” . They go from
crisis to crisis, without vision, resting only on those who want to
feather their own nest at the expense of everybody else. The acute
problem for the restorationists is the creation of a capitalist class.
In all these countries now, the privatization has been generally of
small firms. Also, generally, the joint activity with foreign firms has
been in the food factories, trading firms and service industry.

The great state combines are untouched, such as the military
industrial complex in Russia: Certainly there has been a “flowering”™
of “entrepreneurs”, speculators, gangsters including a great number
of ex-stalinist bureaucrats, exploiting shortages and the suffering of
the people. engaged in wheeling and dealing, making fortunes, and.
of course, enthusiastically supporting capitalism. However, the basic
extractive, manufacturing and transport industries remain practically
untouched. Increasingly their only ambition is to be agents of westem
imperialism. Their abject posture before western capitalism must
undoubtedly be a subject of some anger amongst workers.

COLLAPSE

Gaidar pleaded with
the West, in his article
inthe Financial Times,
“We need a
stabilization fund 1o
peg the rouble at a
reasonable rate.” He
wanis to peg the ex-
change rate to give
enterprises the confi-
dence to part with their
dollars. “Unfortu-
nately”, he tells west-
ern  businessmen,
“Russia has no re-
servesfor thispurpose.
Theywere squandered
by the Union govern-
ment.” The reserves,
however. have been
drastically reduced
during the last few
years with groups of
bureaucrats, old
stalinists and new “democrats” encouraging the break-up of old
economic ties in order to protect their own interests and feather their
own nests. The chairman of the Central Bank Matiuikin - who now
refuses to hand over to Yeltsin’s nominee, Mr Boris Feodorov, a
senior executive with the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Developmentin London and IMF nominee - claims that, when he was
“stoking up the fires of credit last year” , he was quietly encouraged
to do so by 2 Russian Government which wanted to de-stabilize the
Soviet Union. The bank has refused government and IMF officials
access to its books.

The Soviet Union’s financial system is plunging into total chaos.
The problems are of achieving one stable currency throughout the
area with a constant relationship with the world market. The unprin-
cipled restorationists are now trapped by their own blind dissolution
of the links that bound the Soviet Union together.

The headlong blind nihilist rush of the petty bourgeois nationalists
and capitalist restorationists has increased the difficulties, notonly in
Russia, but also in the other republics, including the Baltic republics.
Russia seeks the rouble as a currency controlled by a central bank
which it would dominate. Already however, the Ukraine, in order to
counter the effects of Yeltsin’s recent massive price rises, and the
controt of the printing of roubles by Russia, has introduced a coupon
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as the first steps to a new currency. There is very litile hope of an
agreement between the republics and the continuing total chaos of
the financial system is inevitable.

In his article Gaidar said, “The sums of money needed are similar
on a per head basis to those given to Poland.” The imperialists,
however, consider just what the result of their aid to Poland has been.
They face the prospect of pumping in more money, to build reserves,
only to see it go down the drain,

A cheap currency makes the situation more profitable for foreign
capitalist firms. On the other hand, a whole unstable economy with
great explosions makes it far from favourable. Seeking to stabilize
the currency at twenty times its present value, as Gaidar proposes, is
a desperate plea for help but cannot be granted. The reserves would
continue to drain away given the present com pletely unstable state of
social, political and national problems and, above all, the increasing
workers’ struggles.

IMPERIALISTS DILEMMAS

The imperialists are very close to insoluble dilemmas. Everything
pushes the capitalists to more direct control. A recenteditorial in the
Financial Times saw the choice before western capitalists firms thus;
“the resultant crisis has given democratic reformers an opportunity
but no more than a brief one. Should they fail far uglier forces lie in
wait”. Atthe beginning of January Peter Aven. Russia’s new foreign
economic relations minister, warned that, “unless Russia received
further debt relief the West could soon be dealing with a communist
regime again but a much tougher one.”

The investments flowing 1o the Soviet Union have been reduced.
Professor Sachs on the 16th January declared that the West had so far
barely supported the “courageous actions” of the Russian govern-
mentand he said that the conference in Washin gton must be expanded
to include urgent consideration of structural assistance. *“/ estimate
that the west must give berween $15 billion (£8.3 billion} and 320
billion this year; 35 billion in humanitarian aid, $6 billion to support
the balance of payments and $5 billion as a stabilization fund for
rouble convertibility” He said that, “In the past year governments
and banks pulled their money out of Russia, they woke up to what was
happening and killed their credits. It means that this government has
almost no funds, It is in a desperate position..."”

At the end of January Major announced, £280 million worth of
export credit insurance to the former Soviet Union. However.
according to the Guardian, 1st February, the offer has so many “small
print resirictions” that, “none of the newly independent republics
are in a position to qualify for the scheme”. The Guardian said that
restriction are understood to be that cover would only be allowed for
exports to republics which conformed to a six point list of restrictions.
namely, that a republic must be deemed to be credit worthy, have
agreed to take up their share of the former Soviet Unions debt, be
prepared to honour the Paris Club agreement, have negotiated an IMF
programme and have its own central lending facility.

The US itself has provided only 6.5% of the $80 billion in aid and

credits supplied by the West so far. The group of seven leading
industrial nations at the end of last year turned down a request from
Russia for a multi-billion dollar fund to help stabilize its economy.
The Guardian, 17th January, brings out the feeling among some of the
other capitalist countries that the US government called the meeting
in Washington in order to keep the initiative while most of the giving
of funds would be by the other capitalist nations. Meanwhile, the
Financial Times talks about sceptical allies describing “collective
engagement” as a fancy phrase to cover up the real goal of using other
peoples money to serve US foreign policy goals; “/n 1997 the US
persuaded allies such as Germany Japan and Gulf Arab states to
stump up more than $50 billion to pay for the war against Iraq and
to finance aid to front line states such as Egypt, Jordan and Turkey.
By some calculations the US even turned in a small profit.”

In December Bush declared victory in the Cold War and said that
what had happened in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe was “a
victory for the moral force of our values™ , but the United States now
entered “a new world of hope and possibilities forour children”. He
added that these events served the national interests of the US despite
a potential for instability and chaos. ‘

The only outcome that appears likely in this cauldron of
insoluble dilemmas is that there must be an attempt at dictator-
ship. Democracy is getting elected on promises. What promises can
the demagogues give? In a situation like this the opening up of a semi-
colonization of the Soviet Union could only be through the crushing
of the people. That is something which cannot be accomplished
shorty, not even before the end of this decade.

CLASS CONSCIOUSNESS

We are at the beginning of the development of class and interna-
tional consciousness of the workers of this area They have already
participated in great struggles from 1989, but there was not the
confidence of class power, nor a leadership, to take them to put their
rule in place of that of the hated bureaucracy. [tis a working class
which has only been able to build a knowledge of organizing in
struggle over the past few years. However, it is a working class that
is going rapidly through experiences of its strength. It is now re-
orienting itself and has made some big strides in consciousness of its
collective power as was seen in the struggles at the time of the miners’
strike last year. We said that this was the force whose interests
compelledit to go beyond frontiers and towards unity as a class. The
correctness of what we were saying has been proved ina report from
the Donbass which appeared in the Guardian of 24th January.

The article is on the grave shortage of pitprops in Dzerzhinsk in the
heart of the Donbass coal fields where since 10th January the
Dzerzhinsk mine, with 15,000 miners. has received only one tenth of
its pit props needs. The pit props come from forests in the north of
Russia and without a regular supply the half million miners in the
Donbass face lay-offs and the loss of coal faces. The crisis stems from
collapse of the Soviet Union. But the important fact in this article is
the attitude of Donbass miners. The article says that the independent
trade union, NPG and the powerful mining combine Donetz Coal
“share a common view of Ukrainian independence. They voted
for it as a vote against the Soviet Union not as a vote for new
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economic boundaries”. However. the article goes on: “The trade
union has no inteniion of severing ties with its fellow miners in Russia
- each side has pledged to sirike in sympathy if the other takes action
- and Donetz coal wants ic be allowed to make deals with Russian
companies free from the atientions of tin pot dictators. "

Michael Krulov joint chairman of NPG's permanent strike com-
mittee. blamed the Ukrainian President for aborting a previous sugar
for wood deal by insisting that Ukrainian sugar could only be sold for
hard currency. The union had tried 10 get wood by organizing its own
sugar consignment to Komi but the wood had been impounded by
customs officials on the Russian Ukrainian border. “The Soviet
Union may have fallen apart but we have closer relations with the
miners of other republics than with the government of our Ukraine”
said Mr. Krulov.

The Guardian says that Mr. Ilyushenko, the general director of
Donetz Coal believes that the solution to the restrictions 1s that full
rights should be given to local business, “they should help us to es-
tablish direct links with businessesin other republics™ . It comments
however, that the NPG is “less optimistic and has re-directed its
anger from the Kremlin to Kiev”. “The government is just pushing
us fowards a strike. It wants to use us to rid itself of the responsibifiry
of social securiry as mines shut down” . said Mr Krulov.

DIRECT RULE

For imperialism now to open up this area to vastly profitable
exploitation enabling a new expansion is a formidable task. Toobtain
the direct rule necessary to bring this about means the direct control
of the whole area and the crushing of the populations. The imperialists
face great dilemmas. They have willing servitors, pleading to be put
into the pockets of imperialist bankers and industrialists, but the
present governments are weak agents because the basic means of
production have yet to be seized by a capitalist class.

But most importantly there are working classes with powerful
potential, whatever their present contradictory CONSCIOUSNESS as a
result of stalinism. They are strong enough to force governments to
retreat at the threat of action. They are strong enough to be a big
factor in the imperialists' fear of chaos in these countries and reluc-
tance to give assistance until there is complete control.

The collapse of the Soviet Union. which has disintegrated without
the working class being able to create an alternative power to that of
the stalinist bureaucracy. is raising up a number of sharp and difficult
problems, and is introducing a state of chaos. In the middle are the
workers in the big enterprises who begin to feel their own power but
have to find their way toa consciousness of the need to link with other
workers in challenging for the power over their own lives: 10 begin
generalizing out of the immediate problems that face them of the
drastically worsening conditions. .

From their use of their own group strength 1o raise their wages in
face of the enormous price increases workers like the miners, who
timeand again have fought price increases. must passto the expression
of their strength to control their lives in all aspects. At the presenttime
that means the control and distribution of the goods cssential o life
and the suppression of the speculators, those making fortunes from
shortages. the Mafia and the self secking would be capitalists.

The immediate question is workers control just as Lenin put it in
1917 before the Russian Revolution. In his “Threatening Catastro-
phe” of May 1917 he spoke of the famine and catastrophe threatening
Russia and said the only answer was 1o hand control to the workers.
And it was the power of the workers in the Soviets at that time which
curtailed speculators.

The bureaucratic planning has been destroyed. The vital €conomic
links over the Soviet arca and the exchange of goods between the
republics has been broken up by the nihilist policies of the petty
bourgeois capitalist restorations and sharks who saw the feathering of
their own nests in the break up of the Soviet union and who
deliberately disrupted its finance and any central planning at all,

]

believing out of the chaos that a capitalist market would arise. They
peddied the cruel lie that this would regulate production and
distribution and produce a better life while ensuring that the better life
began with themselves.

Before the working class remains the same task that they were
unable 1o carry through in the big mobilizations that shook Eastemn
Europe and the Soviet Union in 1989/90. The question still is: either
imperialism dominates these countries or the working class. They are
the only force that can rescue the areas and secure a real national
development which can only come out of defeating these new
parasitic demagogic governments and a free unity of toilers building
together. This isalsothe only force which can bring along the middle
class which had the greatest illusions in capitalism

They could be brought into struggle for control of goods. Here is
also the question that in reality sections hesitate because they do not
sec an alternative. If the working class does not win them to a real
control of the means to live, then they can fall victim to. or be swept
up by. the chauvinistic neo-fascist forces advocating a strong hand.
as in Pinochet's Chile, who will accelerate the process of handing
whole areas of production to exploitation by the capitalist industrial
and financial combines.

TOWARDS

CAPITALISIVE
OR
SOCIALISIVE

BY BILL HUNTER
AN INTERNATIONAL
SQCIALIST
LEAGUE
PUBLICATION

p -

7

BRITISH SECTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL' WURKERS LEAGUE (FOURTH INTERNATIONAL)

This is pamphiet is essential reading to gain
aninsight into where the countries that made
up the Soviet Union are going.

£1.40 including p&p

Qrder your copy from:

PO BOX 9, ECCLES SO, ECCLES, SALFORD
M30 7HL



THE CHARTER... whicH waITTY REFUSED TO CIRCULATE

A Charter of existing Legal Rights
which are enjoyed by those persons whose great misfortune it is to be made the subject of enforcement meas-
ures undertaken by a local charging authorily which seeks to secure unpaid poll tax.

SUMMARY

(1
(2]
(3]
4]
(5]
(6]
(7]
8]
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No chargepayer will be dealt with in their absence by a magistrates’ court, thereby denying them the right to be heard in their own
defence, unless and until it is first proved that a summons to appear had “come to their knowledge™ and not merely that it was posted.

Every chargepayerin court hasthe rightto know what they are accused of, to hear all of the evidence said against them, and to be allowed
every reasonable opportunity to cross examine those who adduce it.

Every unrepresented chargepayer is entitled as of right to the quiet and unobtrusive advice and assistance of a helper accompanying
them in court, and so long as there is no unreasonable interference with due process it is not a matter of concern for the court,

Nochargepayer shall be condemned on the basis of inadmissible second hand or ‘hearsay’ evidence unless and until it can first be shown
that that evidence satisfies the conditions of some legally recognised exception to its general exclusion at common law.

Every chargepayer is entitled to show by way of a defence to a liability order that their charge has not become ‘payable’ and to that
end to establish that although posted requisite billing documents were not received by them.

No bailiff may levy or purport to levy a distress on a chargepayers’ goods held on premises unless and until that bailiff has first gained
a lawful, and thus a peaceable, entry onto those premises.

Every chargepayer is entitled as of right to use such force as is reasonable in the circumstances in order to eject a bailiff who has gained
entry onto premises forcibly, and thus unlawfully, or in order to prevent their so doing, whether accompanied by a constable or not.

No charges, costs or other fees etc. shall be recovered from a chargepayer without their agreement by any bailiff, other than those
lawfully provided for by the natural and ordinary meaning of the terms of the relevant statutory scheme.

No bailiff in the course of levying a distresson a chargepayer’s goods shall be entitled to remove any cash or money unless and until
voluntarily proferred in payment by the chargepayer.

Under the law of agency a local charging aunthority shall remain vicariously liable for the conduct of any bailiff while acting within
the bona fide ambit of their duties on its behalf; and furthermore any chargepayer who even somuchas tenders payment of their arrears
to the authority shall thereafter be exempt from any further enforcement procedure.

Alocal charging authority may notemploy any method for the enforcement of unpaid charge arrears not provided for by the appropriate
Statutory provisions, such as for example deductions from housing benefit.

A magistrate's court shall not hear an application of a charging authority instituted by way of complaint for the issue of a warrant
committing a chargepayer in arrears to prison unless that complaint was made within 6 the months statutory time limit of when the
matter of complaint arose, ie the time when the sum due ought to have been paid but was not.

A magistrates’ court may not conclude that ‘unemployment’ constitutes a cause for cuipable neglect as regards non payment unless
and until it is first shown that suitable paid employment had been offered to and refused by the chargepayer concerned.

A magistrates’ court may not issue a warrant commiting a chargepayer to prison unless and until it has first examined and determined
that no other method of enforcement is reasonably available to the charging authority concered. such as for example deductions from
income support.




A BURY RESIDENT SPEAKS OUT

Socialist Voice talked to Brian Patrick who is part of the Bury anti-Poll Tax Union and has also been
one of the many Bury residents angered by the council losing £6.5 million in the BCCI fraud.

SV: Are people still fighting liability
orders in court?

Hundreds are stitl turning up. Last week

150 queued outside the court. I went overto
them and said that if anybody wants informa-
tion or help come over to the anti-Poll Tax
table. So many came over we could not deal
with them all.
.- Some had already paid. some had only
missed one payment, some had only just
started living in the borough and yet had
received a full tax bill. I always say each
person who comes for advice has a different
problem from all the rest.

One young lad, a student, from Salford
Technical College had a Poll Tax bill for the
full amount. He hadaletter from the students’
union solicitor saying he did not owe anything.
[ told him to produce the letter in court and
make the authorities look as stupid as they
are!

Afterwards he came back having won in
court. He signed both the BCCI and the anti-
Poll Tax petitions. I told him to go to his
students union and fight for the removal of
the 20% Poll Tax payment that students have
ropay; gethold of other students and fight the
cuts in housing benefit and the freezing of
grants. Fight whatever you can otherwise
you worn’t get anything.

A 76 year old woman had also been
summonsed to court.  She asked me to help
her. She had been summoned for missing
one instalment of £16.68 whilst she was on
holiday. She had not missed asingle payment
before!

One youngster had wanted to go into court
but a council official said: “If you agree to
pay you can go into coury. But if you are not
going to pay then you cannot go inio court’ .
Alotof those summonsed said would not pay
anything. Councii officials told them that
therefore they could not go in. That had been
happening all day long. I personally was
aware of ten such cases!

1 called the council official in charge and
said that they have no right stopping people
from going into court. That it was illegal for
officials to be the judge, prosecutor and jury.
It was a violation of human rights.

She said that [ was wrong, but how canten
people all say the same thing?

[ said that if she does not stop ofticials from
carrying on in this way then a writ would be
issued against her and the department.

Irang Colin Jones, the Council leader, that
night. I told him what had happened and said

that, if he did not want a writ being served on
council employees of the housing depart-
ment, he had better meet me with the Head of
the Finance Department.

1 told him that it was what they did in Nazi
Germmany. In fact they didn’t let them get so
far because they shot them before they gotin
the court building!

Jones agreed to meet us. But so far they
have not fixed a date.

SV: What do you think about the BCCI
scandal?

We wamt the councillors to come to a
meeting and tell the residents of Bury how
and why they lost the money. We had no
consultation before or after the money was
lost. Few people in Bury even knew they had
such an amount of money. We said that the
£6.5 million they lost could have built more
houses and helped to house the homeless or
even invested in local industry. Bury has
seen in living memory the paper, cotton.
engineering and manufacturing industries
close down.

That £6.3 million could have gone towards
keeping jobs in Bury. I say the Labour
council and the director of finance, Brian
Smallridge, should be made accountable.

S.V. Do people care about this?

The response we are getting is magnificent.
We have only been on the market three
Saturdays and the response is great! They are
giving us money without even being asked.
They are signing the petition. Everyone says
that the council as a whole should be fired
forthwitk; both Labour and Tory.

Two people have now issued writs against
the council. When the sccond one was issued
the solicitor for the council told the Man-
chester Evening the “council is not going (o
be intimidated into holding a public meeting
through the issuing of writs.” 'Who are the
peopie running the council, is it solicttors or
councillors and was he speaking on behalf of
the councillors?

Surely councillors are supposed to hold
public meetings and not be forced into holding
them. The way they speak it is as if they feel
there is something wrong when Bury resi-
dents ask for a meecting to discuss what
happened to the £6.5 miliion.

It seems thai Bury councillors want our
money and our votes to do what they like
with, It 15 not on.
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BCCI - STILL OPERATING
WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT HIDING?

Recent developments concerning the col-
lapse of the BCCI bank in which 53.363
depositors lost their money gives cause for
alarm on the future prospects of the settlement
of claimsbefore 1995. Upto the 24th January
1992 the total number of claims forms sent to
depositors by the Deposit Protection Board
is 39.687. In addition to this figure there are
still 13.676 forms that cannot be dispatched
because the bank destroyed records of corre-
spondence addresses of depositors. The ac-
tual number of claims made to the board up
to the 24th January 1992 is 12,818 leaving a
deficit of 40,545 depositors not accounted
for. This means that unless these depositors
file claims BCCI will only be accountable for
12,818 depositors accounts.

The Deposit Protection Board headed by
the Governor of the Bank of England, the
Deputy Chief Cashier, Mr B. Quinn. MrR.T.
Fox and Mr T.P. Frost started their initial
enquirtes into the collapse of the bank with
an operating costs budget of £200.000. Upto
28th February 1991 operating costs to the
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Board were £314,000. This clcarly indicates
that extra financial resources to deal with
BCCI could put a further burden on tax
payers in excess of £2 mitlion plus. To add
further to the government's dilemma the
Chancellor of the Exchequer has recetved no
represeatation from the liquidators of BCCI
concerning the emergence of further evi-
dence relevant to employees of BCCI who
lost their property through mortgage fore-
closures.

It must be noted that it was the policy of the
bank that all employees took out mortgages
through their employers.

The government and the Bank of England
must take full responsibility for failing to
protect investors from the time, two years
ago. that they became aware of BCCI’s deal-
ings in laundering drugs money, it’s associa-
tion with the CIA and it’s involvement in
illicit arms deals. It also poses the question as
t0 how many people in high office invested
money on a short term basis at 15% interest
and then withdrew their money causing the

bank to collapse. If we are to rtectify this
financial disaster depositors must now de-
mand that the government issue extradition
papers on the Governors of the bank to bring
them to trial on charges of embezzlement.

The Campaign for Justice Within the Law
and their solicitor Mr Milton Firman are in
the process of negotiations with the Sheikh ot
Abu Dabi and the Amir’s government to
resolve the financial disaster.

Today the bank still operates in Luxem-
bourg, Pakistan and the Camen Islands, it is
alsoclear that much of the *lost’ money is still
in the hands of the bank and, in the opinion of
this campaign and some Members of Parlia-
ment. in Swiss bank accounts.

Campaign for Justice Within the Law.
Secretary: A.J. Shannon, 061 205 0256

Depositors wishing for information or
representation contact Mr M Firman,
Burton Coupland Solicitors on:

061 834 7374 or 061 839 0428

‘THE BCCI MONEY BACK
'NO CUTS IN SERVICES

SPEAKERS INCLUDE NALGO BRANCH SECRETARY, BURY LABOUR COUNCILLOR
A RESIDENTS ORGANISER AND CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE WITHIN THE LAW




ANTI-POLL TAX STRUGGLE IS
INTERNATIONAL, OR IT IS NOTHING

Struggles against oppressive taxation arc
not restricted to the struggle here against the
Poll Tax. In the West bank and Gaza Strip,
occupied by lsrael since 1967, resistance to
the imposition of unfair and iticgal 1axation
has been part of the civil disobedience of the
Intifada. now in its fifth vear. Beit Sahour. a
town near Bethlchem on the West Bank has
been in the forefront of the development of
new tactics of resistance, and of suffering for
their stand. Early on in the Intifada they

started a programme of “victory gardens’ 10
become sclif-sufficient from the occupiers
and resist their attempts to starve the people
into submission. The Israclistesponded with
harassment of the participants, cutting off
their phones and jailing a number without
trial. Since the start of the Intifada. hundreds
have been killed and tens of thousands in-
jured by the Israch army.

The people of the town then started a
campaign of withholding taxes from the oc-
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SUPPORT THE POLL TAX PRISONERS
This cartoon is the front page of the latest Poll Tax prisoner
information paper. For a copy write to Avon Defendents Campaign:
clo: 84 Colston St. Bristol BSI 0272 248 274 or 0272 772648
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cupying authoritics. which spread through-
out the territories.  On July 6th 1988 the
Israels army raided the town. taking away
property suppasedly in licu of taxes. The
next day 1,300 marched on the town halland
handed hack their ID cards forced on them by
the authorities.

Four pharmacists from the town, who in
November 1988 were jailed for 10 days with-
out trial and had medical stock {much needed
in the areq) seized and spoiled despite a High



POLL TAX
RACISM

Two black people, Tim
Donaghy and Brian Tavares
received three yearsin prison
which are the heaviest sen-
tences for those charged in
connection with the Trafalgar
Square anti-Poll Tax demon-
stration of 1990. Of 120 pris-
oners they are the only ones to
lose their parole.

Information from Avon De-
fence Campaign

Court injunction, are now fighting the
case in the courts. Their case is that the
“occuping forces have failed to follow
international law which states that taxes
must be returned to the occupied terri-
tory, so the taxes are not legally valid.
Taxes have increased massively under
the occupation while education. health
and other services have been cut. The
most recent tax introduced since the start
of the Intifada is being used to pay for
shatter-proof windscreens for Israeli
settlers (whose settlements are themselves
against intermational law). The bailiff
activities of the soldiers are also against
the Geneva Convention, apart from the
fact that property is taken without regard
tovalue or tax “outstanding’. and soldiers
are reported to be taking their own sou-
VEIrs.

The struggles of the people of Beit
Sahour show that everywhere tax is one
weaponin the armoury of oppression and
one element in the struggle against it.
Any history of the Poll Tax and any
movement against it must take into ac-
count the Poll Tax and other taxes imposed
by Britain and other colonisers across the
world. and the resistance o it. not just
1381 [the Peasants Revolt] and 1990
[Trafalgar Square} here. We have much
to learn - while the increase in VAT here
fastyear(to "cut’ the Poll Tax) was greeted
with a few whimpers. the extension in
VAT in South Africa led to mass strikes
and angry demos. The Anti-Poll Tax
movement is intcrnational, or it is noth-
ing.

Myk (Kentish Town North Anti-Poll
Tax Group) in a personal capacity

Re-printed from London Fight The Poll
Tax.C/o BM CRL. London WCIN 3XX
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WORLD GOES FRO

TO SLUMP

M RECESSION

It already secems Jong ago when, in Janu-
ary. Finance Ministers from the 7 major
industrialised countries (the Groupof Seven)
met in one of the plushest suburbs of New
York telling the world that all will be well
with living standards. jobs and the like.

What they didn"t say was that they hope all
will be weli but they don’t think that it will be
- least of all for workers and their families!

Whilst in the UK and Europe businessman
hope that the US will lead the way and
encourage growth. George Bush told voters
that the US economy was in “frec fall”. The
US economy has officially entered the
dreaded second dip of the double-dip reces-
sion.

The capitalist world econamy is moving
from recession to depression. The difference
between recessions and depressions is that
recessions are relatively common and occur
every 5 or so years as part of the economic
cycle associated with capitalism: Business
expands. too many goods flood the market,

firms go bust, but generally, things pick up - -

although often with more workers out of
work than before.

However, in a depression factories re-
main idle because of a massive disinte-
gration of the world's economy. Instead
of just too many goods flooding the mar-
ket - there are toomany factories, This was
the case in the 1930’s. The depression in the
1930 s was such that the US financial system
collapsed.

Since the Sccond World War indusinal
production has steadily increased. But cven
whilst certain older sectors such as cars,
chemicals and steel began to experience
varying degrees of difficulty the newer in-
dustries such as clectronics and aviation/
aerospace were able to keep industrial pro-
duction expanding. Now cven these newer
industrics are being hit by slower growth.

A feature of the world cconomy since the
last World War has been the expansion of

Japan under the political umbrella provided
by US imperialism. Now the growth of
> tension between Japan and the US means the
continued growth provided by the Japanese
economy is in doubt. i
The US superseded Britain early this cen-
tury as the most powerful imperialist powcr.
" After the Second World War it consolidated
its grip and began the arms race which helped
create the bankruptcy and break-up of the
Soviet Union. As part of its strategy NATO
was formed, over which the US had direct
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control. This gave the US and Canada a
permanent presence in Europe and promoted
Britain to the status of an agent for US
interests. The forty year old NATO struc-
tures put a British general in charge of de-
fending the north German piain, and gave
this country diptomatic influcnce within its
ranks second only to that of its principal: the
United States. For this reason both France
and Germany wish to sce Britain cut down to
size.

Presently Britain within the EEC is resist-

ing moves for the creation of a European
army which both France and Germany wish
{0 sce alongside changes in the structure of
NATO.

The mounting tensions between European
states as they attempt integration within the
EEC. the collapse of the Sovict Union and
the continued failure 10 secure a new world
trade: deal under the auspices of GATT
foretells a period of heightened turbulence.

At the moment the banks, especially in the
US and Japan, are in precarious states.
Bankers and big business men know exactly
what the score is. They know that a repeat of
the 1930°s could leave them without a shirt
on their backs. This is why there is now a
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drive to destroy worker’s living standards -
only by thismeanscan the banksbe preserved
ang the rich stay nch.

Amongst employers’ groups in Europe,
such as the British CBI. there is a call for
workers 10 be squeezed. In Germany interest
rates were increascd with the threat to jobs to
intimidate members of the 1G Metall trade
union to accept a lower pay rise. In Britain
banks are attempting 10 implement pay Cuts
in the form of re-grading and profit relaied
pay. In the casc of Lloyds Bank the clerks
succassfully organised to prevent thecuts. Ir
Germany 1G Metal! has just called offa strike
after employers conceded to their demand:
leaving the field open to the four millior
engineers and the three million public serv:
ice union members who are fighting for pay
rises of 10%.

A sure indication of the onslaught agains
workers is the level of unemploymen
throughout the world. In France it is nov
over 10% whilst in the US it is at a five yea
high of 7.1%. In Britain unemployment 1
9%, giving a total of 2.55 million -a riseof a
astonishing 704.000 in 1991. Britain is nov
only second in the world, after Finland, fc
having the highest rate of increase in unem
ployed.

The increase in unemployment also ind:
cates that companics arc failing 1o mak
profits. To highlight the fact, inthe US afic
years of bashing the unions. costs arc 30 ¢
lower than in Europe and Japan. Butcon
panies are suffering froma drastic decline |
profitability. On Wall Street profit margis
hae shrunk from 4 4 last yearto 3.4%th
year. The criscs in the US resulted in Blac
Friday which saw a 12 point collapsc in 1t
Dow Jonesindex on 15th November. Here:
Britain the recent collapse of the kjhn grot
revealed that shares are often not worth it
paper they are printed on. Norwich Unio
onc of the largest and shrewdest investors
the stock cxchange is now systematical
reducing its holdings in equities and buyil
‘sjovcrnmcm securities or just keeping
‘money in cash thereby carning interest a
not risking the chance of a collapse in sha
values.

The intractable and deep seated nature
the crises afflicting the world economy mea
that radical measures are required. Electi

_a Labour government will not solve t

problems of British banks or the problel
facing the working class any more thar
“socialist” government solved the problel
of France. '



