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ALTINRY
AIDES FENN
OF WORKERS

The period of national and local
elections could be called the “si-
lence of the politicians.”” Silence
that is on the real issues facing
millions of workers. Pensioners,
flung a few pounds by the Tory

Eventhe New York Times says that there
are no signs of recovery for Britain. It says
the US has gone through a similar crisis
where the market bubble of a pseudo-boom,
fed on junk bonds and fictitious capital,
finally burst but whereas the US can find a
way out Britain shows no signs.

what workers may do in this situation.

Only yesterday union leaders were telling
us that the way to fight the Tories and protect
workers was 1o go into Europe. But all the
countries of Europe are in crisis with increas-
ing unemployment and a growing racist threat.
The European parliament will not help work-

ers. Such parliaments may be forced to listen
and make wordy responses, but workers will
defend and fight on the streets not in the plush
board rooms of union officials and lofty par-
liamentarians. We have tocombine in Europe
but at the level of class struggle by mobilising
against European capitalism.

The US is in the worst economic crisis of
the big three. Each of these major capitalist
powers will attempt to save itself not only in
competition with the other two but by direct
economic thuggery against all other coun-
tres. As Trotsky explained in the 1920s.the
USA will attempt to make a recovery at the

budget, have now joined the ranks
of the forgotten. The misery of the
unemployed, rhetorically referred
to by the party hacks, is ignored in
practiceand policy. As for the youth

and black people - they don’teven
warrant a mention !

The election is taking place in a deep-
cning cconomic recession and for many
the slump has not only arrived, but has
been here for some time.

Recent analysis by an unemployment
unit in London showed the extent of the
social crisis. In the inner cities like
Hackney, uncmployment is 30%, in
Merseyside as a whole it is 21%, in
Strathclyde it is near 16%. Unemploy-
ment is now the highest it has ever been
at 3,714,200.

expense of Europe and specifically Britain.
US capitalism will be even more vicious on
the way down than initsascendency. Times
have changed for the so-called *special rela-
tionship’, they will. with regrets’. save
themselves at the expensc of their British
{ricnds. That is the sentment of the NYT.

The great international pressures of the
banks and financial speculators. the deregu-
lation of financial markets which has now
lead to the collapsing housing market and
the commercial property slump is also cov-
ered over by the hype of the politicians. Itis
in some ways also an clection of fear. fear of
a possible economic catastrophe and fear of

For Labour the ERM is now the important
factor not the rights of the European working

class.

Workers want the Tories out but they also
feelthat the party they are supposed to support
has nothing to benefit them. The starkest fact
of this election is that after 13 years of Tory
rule the Labour Party does not have a clear
lead.

Nationally and locally the Labour Party has
not only refused to {ight the Tories it has. over
the Poll Tax and council cuts. been even more
vicious than the Tories in attacking the non-

payers, part-payers and in implementing the

(Continued on page 2)
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THE VOICE SAYS

cuts. Labour is doing the Tories dirty work
for them - cutting education services, social
services and sacking council workers.

Union stewards in NUPE (the local gov-
emment union) are reporting that they have
received more mail from their union in the
last three weeks than they have in the last
thrce months. All the verbiage says: do not
expect to reach your district officer as they
will be not available at this time - vote La-
bour.

But Labour are not going to threaten the
status quo of services. like caring for the
elderly and the disabled. “we shall provide a
level plaving field in funding arrangements”
in other words they will provide public money
to private. charity and public care. This so
called choice means putting money into the
hands of those who want to make money out
of the old and disabled. When challenged at
public meetings the normal reply is: we can-
not replace the private sector we have (o be
realistic...(and give it money.) “Democratic
provision™ is used here to cover the reality:
maintaining privatisation and the decline of
public services.

A WORKERS' ALTERNATIVE

Because Labour has turned their back on
the youth and the working class some re-
spond by boycotting the election. The or-
ganisation for Poll Tax prisoners, for exam-
ple. supported an anti-election rally. It is
true that 170 people, including 11 pensioners
have been or are now in jail - because they
were too poor or refused to pay the tax. 3000
people have been given suspended jail sen-
tences while they continue to pay. But what
we feel personally about the Labourites who
put them in jail is one thing how we help the
working class overcome them is another.

Poverty is the reason the Poll Tax could not
be implemented. it is also the rcason why
Local authorities have coliected only 39%
for the year 1991 to 1992 and only 36% in
Scotland. This has a direct impact on the
clection because many people have not reg-
istered to vote to avoid paying the Poll Tax,
over a million have disappeared from the
electoral roll since the Poll Tax was intro-
duced. But to tum a product of the Poll Tax
into a principal of how to fight is wrong.

Such an approach does not heip build an
alternative to Labour and it hands the elec-
tion over 1o the Tories. Workers want the
Tories out., and as yet they do not know how
to deal with the Labour leadership. The task
will be easier if Labour are in power because

the working class will sooner rather than
later collide with such a government. In
these coming struggles we will all learn how
aworkers' alternative is going to be built - by
actively doing it.

All those who are standing as Independent
Labourcandidates suchas Dave Nellist, Terry
Fields and Tommy Sheridan and all others in
the local elections should be supported. The
platform of ‘Independent Labour’ is not the
banner of a single revolutionary party. it
should become the banner of all those who
wish to fight. The programme of the “Inde-
pendent Labour™ should be turned towards
the streets. the communities and our class.
Change will come through the mass mobili-
sation of workers and by assisting their strug-
gles. The points of the programme should be
developed in discussion with workers and
labour movement organisations. Its central
point should be that nothing will be achieved
outside of struggle and the desire to build a
fighting alliance.

Workers will have to take direct action to
solve their problems: soon children will be
seen sleeping rough on our streets and the
problems of racism arc growing.

In Scotland the problems are posed even
more sharply. For example 42% of children
under five live below the poverty line. Many
Scottish people and workers see poverty,
closure of factories and the Poll Tax as a
product of rule by London. But only the
Scottish National Party is calling for an inde-
pendent Scotland. The Labour Party talks
about devolution for Scotland and the Scot-
tish Militant Candidate Tommy Sheridan,
who is in jail for six months, calls for a
Scottish parliament within a British frame-
work.

What the working class needs is an alter-
native Which bases itself on the right of the
Scottish people for self-determination and
which would support their right to independ-
ence whilst fighting 10 build unity in class
struggle north and south of the border.

The Tories. the stock exchange and the
banks do not fear a Labour government be-
cause of what it would do, but they do fear
what might follow a Labour victory as work-
ers take advantage of the Tories disarray to
re-build a movement based on their immedi-
ate needs and the fight for socialism.

The losses on the stock exchange, the To-
ries talk of riots abroad and the silence of all
parties on many issues all pointtoadeep fear.
That fear is the spectre of the working class.
for when it beginsto move noonc willbe sure
where it will end.

1S L COMMENTS
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UNJUST OTHER
ADJUSTMENTS

ANDY SHANNON

Taxing people is one thing but to
take unfair advantage of their legal
rights and keep them in ignorance of
the law and theirrightsis nothing less
than fraud on a large scale.

Our judicial system does not protect the
people who are being forced to pay the added
burden of someone else’s share of an iniqui-
tous tax,

For many ycars under the old domestic
rates people unknowingly paid more than
their fair share of local taxation. Thisinitself
amounts 10 large scale deception by local
authorities who omitted these relevant facts
when charging rate payers for services.

The reason why this malpractice was al-
lowed to continue was simply that people
were not made aware of their rights under the
Civil Debt Act. In fact it was never chal-
lenged.

The introduction of the Poll Tax forced
local authoritics to use this discrepancy cven
more.

To correct this miscarriage of justice,
Campaign for Justice within the Law, filed
forleave of judicial review in the High Court
on Tucsday 24th March,

Documentation placed before the court
states that under the Civil Debt Act of 1935
and 39. which still prevails today, "You
cannot charge or force a person to pay any
debts incurred by someone else unless that
person has signed a contract of gugrantor.”
As this 1s the law other adjustments on the
Poll Tax bills are in violation of the Acl.

[t must also be put on record that courts

under the laws of this land cannot sentence or
imposc penalties ina person s absence. This
point of law is also being challenged and the
case was also accepted as a relevant point of
law.

Since the campaign to stop councils
charging “other adjustments™ on Poll Tax
bills was launched in March 1000's of
people have contacted us. We call on
workers throughout the country to take part
inthis campaign. Without your participation
councils will continue to charge these extra
amounts. and they will continue to operate in
this way for many years. The Council Tax
will have cxtra adjustments because the
council will never be able to extract all the
Poll Tax or the Council Tax that the gov-
emment say they should collect.

The campaign has already had its first test
in the High Court. The case was adjourned.
Inother words they could not throw it out but
had to find time in order to marshal the legal
points to defeat it.

If the judiciary is unable to defeat our
arguments then all the councils will have to
change their bills. Such a defeat would raise
again the question of who should pay for
council scrvices.

The government wanted, through the Polf
Tax. for those workers who had a little money
to pay for those who had none. relieving big
business and the state of having to pay for it.
By charging the extra adjustments councils,
including Labour ones. are making the poor
pay for the poor.

[t is against the poor, against the working
class - so don'l pay it!

" JAILINGS & THE ELECTION

An anti-Poll Tax candidate in last year's
local clection, Tom Walmsley, was in court
for committal proceedings with his wife in
March. However. it never quite got to court
because the council officials called the cou-
ple into a pre-court meceting. They asked
them to pay £10 per week cach and they are
both retired.

After Tom and his wife gave them ablasting
against the injustices of the Poll Tax. they
offered to pay £2.50 each, which was the
equivalent of the old rates. |

The counc officials refused to accept thi;s

and announced that Tom and his wife would
be going to jail if they did not pay up. Tom
said he was prepared to go to jail, so his wifc
would pay £5 per weck and he would pay
nothing. That was his final offer.

This threw the offictal into a panic and he
had 10 consult with someone in the council
viathe telephoneinthe nextroom. “Thisman
is prepared to go lo jail, what are we going
to do?"”. he was overheard saying, A few
minutes later he came back. “If each of you
promise to pay £3 per week we will settle for
that”

3

FIVE
FREED
FROM

JAIL IN
STOKE

A Stoke magistrate is being taken to
the high court after committing five
people to prison for not paying their
Poll Tax. Four were released and the
fifth served his sentence but is nov
taking the magistrate to court as a-
the others. Stoke anti-Poll Tax acti
ists used a model letter which was se:
by those who had been jailed to the
Clerk of the Justices and asks for:
“..the Magistrates to State aCase to the
High Court under section 111 of the
Magistrates Court Act 1980 in respect
of the committal court hearing.”

One of the reasons that they were
released is that at no point in th.
committal proceedings were people
asked for full details of income and
expenditure and that the court did
not, therefore, make a proper assess-
ment of their means.

Stoke APTU managed to get to see
each prisoner and issued them with a
statement which they all signed and
after which they were released.

They also got all committal cases
adjourned and 4,000 liability orders
withdrawn, But peoplearestill turning
up and the council has a room available
to get people to make arrangementsto
pay. This is illegal. It is also illegal to
adjourn court cases until the law is
changed. By law, court cases mus!
take place and the cases remitted.

For further information contact:
Mick Jones 0782 48674

|
!
i
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|
i
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LAMBETH FIGHTS

MARTIN MITCHELL REPORTS FROM

Inlast months Voice, detailswere
eiven of an internal Labour group
document showing £26.1 million
could be cut off Lambeth’s budget
for 1992/3. Well, the so-called “La-
bour” group went one better and
on 10th March voted through
budget “savings™ and cuts of £29

million.

Included in the cuts were: £35.9 million off
council housing projects. such as renovation

schemes; the closure of public toilets.
£600.000: a £1.9 million cut in the money for
homelessness; £400.000 from adult educa-
tion; a freeze in all staff recruitment, £32.8
million; “not replacing leavers™, £900,000
and so the list goes of.

This is at a time when unemployment in
the borough is at an unprecedented level.
The January 1992 Unemployment Unit {ig-
ures show 32,558 without @ job, 24.7% of the
working population.

Along withthe cuts. the politicians™ answer
to the problems are sackings and redun-
dancies as the council pushes on with “priva-
tisation”. A further 150 building workers are
(0 losce their jobs. following the 41 who lost
them in early March - Lambeth decided to
award a £6 million housing contract 10 a
private contractor. In neighbouring Labour
Southwark, 132 building staff have beenlaid
off - the council’s service delivery commit-
tee awarded 3 contracts for estate repair and
maintcnance to private firms. even though

Southwark’s own workforce had put in
cheaper bids!

The Council leader for Southwark. Sally
Keeble, said the redundancics were "very
regretiable” and that every step bad
been taken to “keep theriio a mini-
mum’ .

Lambeth’'s Community
Services will be “Opting
out™ on tst April.

: o .
Unemployment in some areas in London has reached 30%

Frontline services for some of the most
vulnerable members of our society will be
organized on the basis of market forces
and profit, rather than on the health care
needs of the community.

The mentality and way of thinking of the
Labour councils and council officers can be
scen if we look at a report from Lambeth’s
Dircctorate of Operational Services entitled
“The Cessation of, or Alternative Methods of
Providing, the Public Convenience Service™ .

Right at the beginning of the report is
recommendation. 1A, “That the Council
ceasestoprovide aPublic Convenience Serv-
ice’. The only alternative. 1B, is “That the
busiest of the councils public comeniences
and the 2 street market conveniences be kept
open, and the remaining 12 conveniences be
closed”.

There are scventeen public toilets and
quarter of a million people in Lambeth. The
report states. “thereisno siatutory obligation
on local authorities (o provide public con-
veniences'. Soit’sO.K. toclose them down?

Sornetimes it is difficult to find out what is
going on in Lambeth. Decisions arc deferred.
pushed to one comer. hidden in jargon or
decided in cosy commitlee mectings. But. it
appears that the public toilets will have “re-
stricted openings™ for six months. and then
between twelve and seventeen, the figure
isn’t known vet. will close. Instead we will
have a few “awomartic” toilets. [ think what

LAMBETH

this means is paying toilets so that a private
company can make profit out of people’s
most basic necds. Up to 50 staff will join the
dole queue.

Al the same meeting, councillors had
“options” put before them under “Educa-
tion” to abolish adult education and to close
the entire Youth Service. The budget for
adult education has already been halved in
two years, and the most basic needs of adult
literacy are not being met. “Self-financing™
evening classes. at £3 per 2 hour scssion
(employed or unemployed it doesn’t matier)
are already replacing council funded and
subsidised classes.

This climate. and the fact that a Labour
council could even consider such proposals,
is a breeding ground for attacks on working
people, and plays directly into the hands of
the Tories. Thus at the budget meeting on
10th March at Lambeth Council, the deputy
teader of the Tory group, Councillor Peter
Evans. called a delegation from Lambeth
Against the Poll Tax “parasites” . and when
a NALGO delegation came into the council
chamber . shouted .. here' s another bunch
of parasites”. Tt took over an hour for the
mayor to exert his authority and exclude the
Tory deputy-leader from the chamber be-
cause of his behaviour. Labour councitlors
sat impassively on their seats: it was left 10
the public to make their (eefings known.

Councillor Evans states in the local press
that “I do not think that NALGO is a neces-
sary organisation in Lambeth. In fact I do
notbelieve in trade wiions at all” . Labourin
Lambeth allows the climate to shift so [ar to

the right that such flotsam are able 10 mouth
&ff and divert attention from the failure
wnd collapse of the system we live
under.
In Lambeth we face £29 mil-
lion of cuts and a poll tax of
£448. the highest in Brit-
ain. At the end of



TORIES AND LABOUR

January. the Labour council had spent £5.4
million coliecting £22 million of the £68
million poll tax due for 1991/2. 70.000 non-
payers have beendragged through the counts
for the “crime™ of not having enough money
10 pay the hated tax. It is estimated that this
1s only half the number of non-payers.

In the face of the Labour party”s failure to
defend it's people and community in Lam-
beth, there arc fightbacks. The budget cuts
were only passcd on the casting vote of the
mayor. five hours after the legal deadline 10
set a budget. Eleven out of thiricen sus-
pended fabour councillors voted against the
budget. withtwoabstaining. One suspended
Labour councillor and anti-poll tax cam-
paigner. Anne Hollificld, put forward a
motion demanding that the council adopt
the 14 points of the “Poll Tax Charter”.
drawn up by the Poll Tax Legal Group
defending and stating the rights of non-
payers.

As a result the council’s own officers in
the legal department have produced a 14
point statement of advice on the law for
members of the council. based an the points
raised in councillor Hollifield s motion and
the Poll Tax Charter.

It restates many of the Poll tax Charter’s
points and concludes “every case must al-
ways be judged onits individual fucts and is
subject 1o the applicable law of that time "

Campaignersin Lambeth Against the Pol
Tax put pressure on the relevant committee
at its twa previous meetings and succeeded
in getting a top-level enguiry into the run-
ning of Lambeth’s Poll Tax department,

“following the (illegal) issuing of Lability
orders to non-payers whose cases had heen
adjourned. i.c. not even vet heard in court!
One in the eye (or head of finance, Gary
Moss, who had stated he would collect the
tax by any means™ he could!

Resistance at the court has meant over
32.000 cases from Lambeth and Southwark
at Camberwell Magistrates Court have been
adjourncd or dropped since January . The
news on [3th March was that all the cases
for Southwark were adjourncd. despite the
new law allowing computer evidence. asthe
magistrate was not happy about the way in
which Southwark presented ifs case. The
magistrate said that he did not have the
necessary complete evidence to prosecute.
The pressure from the Lambeth anti- poll
tax campaign is showing,

Pressure from Lambceth Unemployed Ac-
tion Group (LUAG), has also achieved suc-
cess. A leaked document had shown that

Campargn Againsi Estate Sales oicker

Lambeth was considering abolishing all con-
cessions for one year for unemployed and all
other groups at its leisure, sports and enter-
tainment facilitics. LUAG petitioned outside
dole offices and lobbied the council. The
group circulated all counciliors with its de-
mands. backed up by nearly 1.000 signatures.
and a table showing unemployment levels in
each individual councillor’s wards with a
note underneath saying “..take note of the
number of unemployed in vour ward!"

The council leader asked to meet the group
and no proposals appeared in the budget to
alter concessions.

But pressure 1s being kept up as there are
plans to introduce a “passport to leisure”
which may link the provision of concessions
to polt tax payment.

Resistance and opposition in the trade un-
1ons in Lambeth has reached a point where
members are withdrawing support to the La-
bour party. UCATT (Union of Construction
and Allicd Timber Trades). TGWU (Trans-
port and General Workers Union), NALGO
(National Association of Local Government
Offices). MSF (Manufacturing .Science and
Finance) and EEPTU( Electricians” union),
representing 2000 council workers. have
stated they no longer will “ . physically or fi-
nancially support Lambeth Labour party or
councitlors for comnutting their members io
the ranks of the unemployed”.

In the week before the budget. schoolkeepers
in the borough called an indcfinite strike,
closing two colicges and five secondary
schools. over new split shifts and proposals to
make them work overtime, evenings and
weckends for just £4 an hour, After a day the
council offered talks and a deal withdrawing
the split shifts, giving a small premium for
overtime and weekends with no loss of pay
for the strike action. But, as one striker
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pointed out, “...we showed the strength w-
have and we could have won a lot mor:
During the strike, school and col
teachers refused to cross picket lines.

an example of what could and can i:
achieved if unions exert their power.

In Lambeth the General Election offers no
choice for most people faced with the attacks
of the Tories and a Labour Party not prepared
to stand up for its community. Nobody rep-
resents the thousands of poll-tax non payers
in Lambeth, or the millions in Britain as a
whole: nor the unemployed. the homeless
those having their houscs taken from them
banksand mortgage companies. the low |
or those threatened with losing their jobs

With 1.4 million off the electoral regisicy
through fear of receiving poll tax bills that
they can’t pay and mass discontent with ti:
trivial politics of the main partics. formillions
there is no one 10 represent them. A lot of
people will choose not to vote or will not b
able to vote, others will vote for Labuu:
because thev want the Tories out.

The centres of resistance and fightback i+
concenirated in pressure groups. commur
campaigns and the trade union rank and -
H. as shown in Lambeth, these groups ¢
achicve successes in the face of hostility
from all sides they may be the key to the new
forcesexerting themselves. Asdemonstrated
by the polltax. millions are prepared to brea:!
anunjustlaw and defy authority in the face ol
attacks on them by ali political parties. the
Judicial system and the media.

This whole system is only sustainablc
people go along with it - if it is seen as th.,
rotten, corrupt system it is by the millions
who are out of work, losing their homes, and
being kicked around and bullied, used and
abused by all the parties- then all that car
change. Ovemight!



LABOUR LEADERSHIP
IGNORES
CAMPAIGN FOR LEGAL
RIGHTS

CELIA JONES REPORTS ON THE LOBBY OF THE NEC AND THE SUBSE-
QUENT MEETING WITH DENNIS SKINNER

Outside the Labour Party headquarters we
met other anti-Poll Tax groups. the Crisis in
London campaign. a lobby by workers from
Southwark Council Dircct Works and one
from Wallasey Labour Party supporting Llol
Duffy (the selccted candidate. de-selected by
Kinnock).

The workers from Southwark were pro-
testing against the council sdecisiontoaward
council contracts to higher private bidders.
The council workers had putin the lowest bid
for 15 of the contracts but they had only been
awarded 5. One of these workers told us that
a Southwark councillor was a director of onc
of the firms who had been awarded acontract.

During this discussion one of the Southwark
councillors came out of the Labour head-
guarters. We gave him a copy of the Charter.
which we poinied out contained 14 legal
rights that were being broken by Labour
councils. He said: “I would support any
Labour authority for collecting the Poll
Tax by legal or illegal means. 1 am in
faveur of pursing non-payers by any
means, legat or illegal.”

The NEC had finished carly that day and
by the time we arrived at 12.30 Dennis
Skinner, who had agreed to met us. had gone,
So we arranged to mect him later at the
House of Commons.

Everyone was looking [orward to the
meeting. At the meeting we asked for his
support to develop the campaign for the
Charter of Legal Rights.

He asked us why we were so shocked that
the law was being broken had not the miners,
the print workers were all subjected to the
same thing?

We replicd that what is happening now is
that millions of pcople arc being treated in
thisway. Itisacontinuation and development
of what happened to the miners and printers
but also we should lcarn from what happened
then and act against the magistratcs and
councils who are breaking the law.

He told us he had always been involved in
the non-payment campaign. We said it is
more specific than that: we wanted to discuss
the question of legal rights,

Hethenasked usif we had been to see other
MPs. The discussion became quite aggres-
sive, at which point I asked: “Are you pre-

pared to support the Charter of not?™ In the
end, he said he supported the Charter of
Legal Rights.

We then asked him if he would speak at
some meetings. He replied that. with the
clection coming up, he needed to be in his
constituency and he needed 1o look after the
problems of his constituents. I said that one
of the biggest problems they would have is
thatthey have nolegal rightsincourt and that
he should raise the issue at his clection
meetings.

We asked him if his position was that he
could not do anything until after the election
andif, after theelection, we arranged a public
mecting would he come to it?

He said that he would be speak at a public
mecting. But, it appeared to us that he did not
want to wholeheartedly support the Charter
of Legal Rights,

On the way home pcople were saying what
do we donow? Why did he act in that way?
Why did he notclearly support the campaign?
Theyv were shaken, shocked and very angry.

We then went on Lo discuss what we have
to do. How do we go about it? Where do we
start?

That was the discussion ali the way home.
There are small numbers of us but what do
wedo? We wantto fight, we wantiocontinuc,

We discussed why the activity had fallen
away in the anti-Poll Tax movement and
what could haye happened after the 1990
demonstration in Trafalgar Square. All were
agreed that the movement is going to come
back but that it may not move in the way we
think it will.

We discussed that people were fighting alt
over the world. There was discussion on the
need for an independent organisation or an
indcpendent party of labour and the standing
of independent candidates who stood for the
defence of workers against all the attacks.

Within a few days of the lobby,
Derek, from Newcastle-under-
Lyme, had sent the Charter, and
other materials, to all the council-
lors and MPs in Newcastle-under-
Lyme and, in Stoke, activists had
already freed five people from jail.
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SV:“What are the problems over the reno-
vation?”

Alf: “One of the contractors who came on
to this estate used to treat the tenants like
peasants. They used tump labour and paid
£12.50 a day to kids to dig a floor out with a
jack hammer. No hcalth and safety. no ear
muffs or masks. They were also, for exam-
ple. injecting walls with toxic damp course
treatment without warning the tenants next
door. Fumes scceped through and we had
people collapsing or ringing the gas board
saying therc was a gas escape. Two people
had to be taken to hospital.

“We asked for details of what substances
the contractor was using. When we were told
what he was using we found that it had been
banned and that the contractor had bought it
on the cheap.

“Another thing that was going on with this
contractor was that after he had installed a
central hcating system it would suddenty go
missing. The blame was put on the tenants.
However, we startcd marking the radiators
and we soon discovered the “stolen™ radia-
tors being installed by the same contracior in
another house. The contractor was being
paid twice or even four times for the same
central heating system!

“There are a whole list of complaints about
contractors. But we did get that contractor




SOCIALIST
VOICE SPECIAL

WORKERS OPPOSE

THE RETURN OF POLISH LORDS

Socialist Voice interviewed a comrade of the International Workers League (Fourth
International) who has sentregular contributions to our paper from Poland.

SV: How is workers' resistance in Poland showing jtsclf?

ELIZABETH: Mainly ina generaldiscontent with people protesting
that this (i.e. capitalism) is not what they have been fighting for. Such
discontent is increasingly taking the form of strikes.

The first thing is that they are losing their standards of living. They
do not want 1o be earning more than they have been earning, they just
want to be able to afford the same amount of food that they have been
buying so far, as a minimum. Then there is the protest against
unemployment by those who want to have a steady job. This is,
therefore, not anew conquest. it is just defending the old ones. As far
as their methods and organisation, they are becoming more and more
radical. However, what may tead you to confusion would be to think
that there is a great offensive of the masses. 1t is not so. The form of
the struggles is becoming more and more violent, more desperate.
But, all they want to do is nof to be pushed turther back.

The farmers strike was very illustrative of this. Most of Poland’s
farmers have been private landholders ever since the land reform
carricd out by the Stalinists. In a contradictory way, they became
owners under Stalinism.

Most of the land used to belong to big landowners, although there
were also some small landholding peasants. At the end of the war
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most of the big landowners emigraled and their land was distributed
to the poorest peasants or (hose who used to be landless labourers
This process ok place in the late 1940°s carly 19507s.

These new landowners are very traditional. very religious - as me
peasants are - and are very accustomed 1o private ownership of
fand. They also were very confident in the new order which is bein;
established. They joined the Solidarity movement and wanted capi-
talism. and were a scctor which trusted the reforms very deeply. So.
when the government told them that their farms were inefficient ar
not technological enough, they believed it. They went to the bank.
got loans they bought tractors and what happened? The bank wanted
their money back and that is when the end of their expectations came.

A couple of months ago a several hundred of them went on strike
and a group of them went on hunger strike in front of the parliamer
because they had no where to homes to return to. Their little farms b
been taken away from them as payment for the debt which they ow

‘tothe banks. Now the government has lost the support of these pec:

who were faithful supporters.

That has happened in other sectors of the population. Peoy,
were told, if your factory goes private it will be productis
because private property is more efficient. They are discovering
it is not like this. This wave is getting bigger and bigger. Strikes
happen every single day, the problem is that most of them are lost
because of the leadership.



SV: Are the union leaderships the old solidarity and the old
Stalinist unions?

ELIZABETH: Yes. although I do not agree that we should call
them stalinist trade unions. It does not correspond to the reality.
They are restorationists, they arc defending the government. People
call them cowards but they are not really cowards. They consciously
do not oppose the government because part of their policy is 1o
restore capitalism and 10 become a new bourgeoisie.

That is their aim: they are not cowards nor heroes.

SV: How many workers are in these unions?

ELIZABETH: The official figure given for solidarity is 1.8 mil-
lion, which is a tremendous drop because they were 10 million at the
beginning. I do not think the real figure is more than a mitlion. The
old PZZ (state union) uscd to have nearly 6 million, including a lot
of retired people. Although there have been eiderly peoples’
mobilisations recently in Warsaw. 1 think they exaggerate a bit. Both
unions have had splits. It is probable that two thirds of the working
population is not in any union at all.

SV: Do workers go on strike outside of the unions?

ELIZABETH: Yes. The bus workers strike, which I wrote about
in Socialist Voice, started with a leadership of solidarity but they
soon realised that solidarity had been bought like Judas. They kicked
them out and formed a strike committee. After a certain time. they
realised that they were also manipulating, kicked them out and
created a new one. It is a struggle that is up and down all the time.

This happens in many factories. The two big trade unions exist in
factories where workers have organiséd under a new strike commit-
tee which is independent,

SV: What sectors of workers went and strike in January and what
effect did it have on the Government and its plans?

ELIZABETH: It was mostly over energy and food prices. A big
turn came after the fall of the intellectuals. It was the time when
Masovaritch. Minister of the economy. was defcated. Itactually blew
his plan to pieces. So what they had to discuss was: how to continue
with Masovaritchism without Masovaritch? And thatis whatthey are
trying to do. but in a more round about way.

They discussed distributing sharcs. ESOP stands for Employers
Stock Ownership Property. There are two or three varieties of ESOP.
It is not giving out shares. it is buying them out. But they are even
considering giving them away. The main point is o decentralise
everything. Their worry is not to restore capitalism as it is in the
strong countries, which has a tendency to centralise. but precisely to
destroy the economy in order to semi-colonise the country. So if
factories fall to pieces they do not care.

SV: What do workers think of the futare?

ELIZABETH: The Polish workers are beginning very slowly to
realise that something is wrong and some people are already begin-
ning to mention that we fought against one form of dependence only
to form into another. :

Who knows which was worse. But what is very difficult o
understand is the extent of the mess. So many things they believed
have proven 1o be false that now many do not know what to believe.
The very old still remember the times of capitalism and they are
saying that the Poland of the Lords is returning. They fearit. The
question for us is: how we can develop something more positveinall
the fears and doubts? It will not happen in twenty four hours.
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What presents are you going to
find in your parcels for Christ-
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asked?

1) An unemployed person

2) An ill person

3) A loving couple

4) A teacher

5) A happy persen who is stili working
6) A farmer

7) Landlord

8) Student

8) A new born child

10) A democrat

11) You

(answers at the bottom of the next page




The old Walesa addresses a meeting of Polish workers in Gdansk

SV: Tell us about the paper you help produce?

ELIZABETH: In the first place, it is an anti-government paper.
The name of it is “Anti-Government Weekly”. One of its main points
is that it is against the restoration. It fights against bureaucracy - what
used to be the Stalinist bureaucracy. the trade union bureaucracy - it
is against the International Monetary Fund.

It is run by a team which hinges round a sclf-management workers
group who consider themselves Communists and Marxists. The term
“self-management” refers. more than anything. to the tradition of
Solidarity which used to speak of “self-management” in the 1980’s
and, whenever they speak of the Stalinists, they say “Communists™
ininverted commas because they say, “"we are the real Communists.”

SV: Is that explained in the paper 7

ELIZABETH: Yes! It is being explained all the time. We call for
a United Front of all the left, but we “explode” the so-calied “Com-
munists™ and we explain it very simply - to be on the left in Poland
is to say no to the restoration of capitalism.

As a matter of fact a couple of days ago one of the members of the
SDRP. the Polish Social Democratic Party. cameto see us proposing
that in the face of the advancing right the left should unite. T gave him
our answer myself. I said. “We are trying 1o unite all the lefi-wing
forces, but you are not left. You had the historic opportunity of
building Socialism, and look what you did. Secondly, you have not
learned anything from your old sins as, today, your paper does not
oppose the restoration of capitalism. Therefore, until vou change, we

will consider vou on the right and can have no basis for unity with
you.'

This point is constantly explained in our paper through different
articles. It is one reason why we welcome articles from other
countries explaining the actions of the Communist Parties in the
West. s0 as to prove to workers that this is an international line. and
not just an accident that happened in Poland. I think people see this
quite clearly.

SV: How is the paper developing its connections with workers
outside of the group?

ELIZABETH: In Warsaw we distribute it to three of Poland’s main
factories. One 1s a famous tractor factory, another is a former state
owned car plant which, according to reports, has just been sold to
General Motors and the other is a steel producing factory. We goonce
aweek and sell the latest issuc whilst distributing free any old copies.
If workers find it interesting then they may buy the new issuc next
week. In this way we sclt around 25 percent of the print run of 2000
copies and sales are slowly increasing.

We are also beginning 1o receive letters from people outside -
Warsaw. For example. recently we received a letter from a mincr in
Katowice asking for the phone number of the paper. Another letier
came from a tourist resort in the mountains, where hotel workers
wanted four copies of the paper. .

The great thing was when Anna Walentynowicz visited us. She was
one of the founding members of Solidarity and was onc of its first
lcaders. When she was fired from her job in the shipyard in 1930 the
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1} A limit on benefits and food

2) A rise inthe cost of medecine

3) Possibly living for ever with the in-laws

4) Likely hood of working in a cold school for next to nothing

5) Likely of losing their job

6) A foad of butter from countries where agriculture is subsidised
1

7) Getting rid of the tenants

8) Medal for “renovating” the academics

9) cold

10) Strong likely hod of being disenchanted

11) If you are not amongst the 10 choosen make up your own hox -
and owut in it what you like.



whole shipyard went on strike. This is what started the workers revolt
which led to the birth of Solidarity. She later decided that the new
Solidarity isnot the Solidarity she helped to found. Asamatter of {act,
she doesn't call it solidarity - she calls it the “male™ Solidarity.

About a year ago she led a strike in her shipyard. mainly against
slow privatisation; selling it off piece by piece. Unfortunately. the
strike was badly organised and was defeated. As a result. Anna was
dismissed and forbidden 1o enter the shipyard.

SV: So Solidarity managed to exclude her.

ELIZABETH: Yes. and this is something the Staliaists could not
do. So. as you can imagine. she is very angry and fecls defeated. She
travelled from Gdansk (Danzig) to Warsaw to contact us and to ask
for our paper.

As of a month ago, our paper s distributed in five different cities
in Poland. with the muin centre being Warsaw.

SV: Can you describe the group which produces your paper?

ELIZABETH: Asamatter of fact. il 1s like a “front™, although we
don't give it that name. where the leading force is the GSR.

They are the self management group who call themselves Commu-
nists, They have read a lot about Trotsky and. as a matter of fact. it is
their considercd opinion that the worst thing that happened to Trotsky
was to have Trotskyists !

We also have the help of a small group of Anarchists - Anarchism
in Poland 1s split into a lot of tiny groups. This particular group is the
most left-wing. We also have non-aligned left wingers involved. For
example, threc people who., until a short time ago, were members of

Russia and other countries of the old stalinist block

Polish workers are facing the same struggle for food as their brothers and sisters in

the PPS (Polish Socialist Party) and left because of its “turn to the
right” and joined us instead. As one of the trio put it. “we can't find
an organisation for ourselves. In the PPS we were the exireme lefi
and herewe are on thefarright of the organisation - what is our place
intheworld ”” We hope to win them over to us, although it may take
some time. Also. there 1s an old economist who we do not always
agree with, although he helps us a lor.  In short. it is a very
heterogencous group. the nucleus of which is the GSR.

SV: How did the GSR come across the wrilings of Trotsky?

ELJIZABETH: [t was quitc a time ago. They are all around 30 to 40
years old. They were amongst the oppasition wing within the Polish
Communist Party (the Polish United Workers Party) when they were
students. around fiftcen vears ago. They realised that something was
wrong with Communism in Poland. so they started reading. discuss-
ing and holding meetings. Whilst most such groups have disappeared
due to splits and so on, the group with us still exists and is the most
positive of the old internal PUWP opposition groupings.  The
extraordinary thing is thal. for the first ttme in our lives, we did not
scarch for them - they came looking for us, They heard that someone
from the IWL was in Poland. and they found me,

SV: How had they heard of the IWL 7

ELIZABETH: I think they f{irst heard of the IWL when we
appeared in Poland with Josef Pinior, a leader of the PPSRD {(a left
break-away from the PPS). They had a deal of sympathy for the
PPSRD. but the PPSRD did not have any sympathy for them!

SV: So.although the IWL agrecment with Pinior did
not last our connections with Pinior helped develop
something else?

ELIZABETH: That is why this period is so contra-
diclory . General chaos perhaps describes it best.
Chaos is not always negative, it can be very creative, in
which case if we know how to make use of it, it may be
very positive forus. History docs not happen according
to formulas.

SV: What international assistance does the group
want?

ELIZABETH: Qur paper costs about S400 per week
and we do not raise thatamount. Inspite of the fact that
WE 4re recovering more, we cannot continue withoul
help. We have no technological help at all,

Wealso want the experience that workers all over the
world have. Part of their despair is that they feel
uniucky. [tis important for them that they realise that
these problems are all over the world., They should
know about the victories and what conclusion we draw
from the defeats. They want the truth. Letus tell them
the truth. like: we could have won the strike but we did
not. Why? We can avoid this mistake in the (uture.

We want to know the history of the trade unions in
other parts of the world. Forcxample. [ have asked the
Brazilian comrades to scnd news about the CUT and
PT (Workers Party}. [ think the experience with the
Labour Party in England is very interesting. We have
published some of the material you have sent us
including material on the Independent Labour Party,
All these are useful practical Iessons and are of great

usc to us. |
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removed from the estate. Wetold the council
that unless he was removed from the estate
they would not be allowed into any more
houses.

“However, afterhe had beenremoved from
this estale we found that he had been re-
employed on another estate by Manchester
Council.”

SV: "What problems do the tenants have
with the move?”

Alf: “Compensation is the big issuc: home
loss. damage by contractors and finance. If
tenants are forced to make a move they geta
one off payment of £360 foratwo-bedroomed
house to help with the aggravation. If they
return they getless. Butif the tenantisinrent
arrears they take the arrears out of the com-
pensation. Now the Council are goingtotake
any rent arrears off payments even if the
arrears are only £100. But a tenant could be
on holiday and going to pay when they come
back or waiting for housing benefit to come
through. or they could be a month in arrcars.
So £100 is nothing. We said two and half
months should be the starl.

“Another thing affected by the split be-
tween the Councils is the adaplations to
houses forthe disabled. Thescare Rochdale's
2sponsibility. Manchester have done the
work in the past and because it’s government
funded they would charge Rochdale. It went
through automatically. putting in handrails.
stairlift etc. But if someone moves who is
disabled. who is going to move the adapta-
tions to the new accommaodation ? Rochdale
say: ‘Well we didn't put them in, Manchester
put them in, go and see them,” and Man-
chester say: "We don't get paid for iv’.

“Atelephone is as much a disabled adapta-
tion as anything else. but the Councils have
said if you're in arrears they won 't reconnect
your phone. The Project Officers interpret
the rules the way that's best for them.

“The council did not want to install things
like a temporary shower because they said it
was only a temporary move, [ pointed out
thata 'temporary’ move lasts fortwenty weeks.

“The elderly and the disabled need help to
pack their bags. I set up a scheme so that
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some unemploved lads can do the moving.
One elderly person was left without any
heating, water or lights for a whole weekend
because someone lost the notification.
Manchester have now agreed 1o pay £15
towards each move. [ think Rochdale should
pay £15. which will give an uncmployed
person £30 - a day’s pay.

“There was no homes provided for the
elderly in the past. as people become old they
were being shipped off to Manchester away

We get starved of money.
The money is allocated, but
when it comes to getting hold
of the money - no chance. It

is the missionaries and
failed academics who take
it. They keep us away from
controlling the money.

from their families. I fought for 3 ycars to
make them build some accommodation for
the elderly. Rochdale are supposed to look
aftertheelderly and the homeless but because
it 1s a Langley problem they do not.”

SV: "Do tenants have control over any
moncy that goes into the cstaie.?”

Alf:"We get starved of money. The money
isallocated. but whenitcomes to getting hold
of the money - no chance. Tt is the mission-
aries and failed academics who take it.
They keep us away from controlling the
money.

“For example they spent £20.000 on a
survey for the unemployedon the estatc a few
years ago. [t was to give them some statistics
on arcas of high unemployment. They did
not use people off the estate to conduct the
survey, outsiders did the survey - we are full
of professionals up here.

“Nothing happened after the survey but
they use it now for the ‘dream factory” over
the road. It is a training centre which cost
£250,000. Most of that money goesin wages
for the staff and when the local people finish
where will be jobs for them?
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“The training centre told us that training
would be tied into focal employers. We
thought that was greal, but where arc the
employers? There arc three ecmployers in
Middleton: Macbrides, Aerospace and
Vitafoam. They are all shedding Iabour.
Middleton. at ong ume. was full of litle
cngineering factorics. to getajobatthat ime
was easy. All that has gone.

“Macbrides take workers for six months
and then sack them. They employ people so
that they are just under the limit {or sickness
henefit.”

SV: “If the tenants were in control of the
money what difference would it make?”

Alf: “We could employ and train a 100
youngsters to help rebuild the estate: build-
ing, fencing. gardens etc. More could be
employed in furniture renovation, which is a
small business receiving a grant from
Rochdale. Tt takes old furniture and either
sells it or givesitaway. for pcople who have
no money. There is a second hand clothes
shop and a launderctle.

“We have developed are own services.
Old peopic could ring here and ask for help
in their house or gardening, we had ateam of
young lads. After a while we sct up a proper
working lcam, it ran for six months. then the
council withdrew the money.

“Now Rochdale are saying that the train-
Ing centre can take on the gardening.”

SV: ~Is there much homelessness?”

“There isa lot but it is difficult to sec. The
young ones siecp on the {loar of their mates
house or they slecp in an empty house and
move on. Wheh they go to Rochdale which
is 7 miles away. they are told to go to Man-
chester 5 miles away becausc housing ts
their responsibility. Inthe summer time they
go o Blackpool.™”

SV: “What can be donc to change the
situation?”

Alf: “What we need is a newspaper on
cvery council estate, a proper monthly news-
paper that will give facts to the people. It
should not be censored by anybody. It
should tell things as they are.”



CHINA'S CAPITALISM

Visiting Hong Kong last Janu-
ary,Deng Xiaophing promised that
the Chinese rulers would maintain
the capitalist system there for a
hundred years, and called on the
special economic zones of southern
China to follow Hong Kong’s ex-
ample and “..create several Hong
Kongs”,

Hong Kong is now the leading investor in
China (accourting for 65% of all foreign
investment). Shenzen, to the north of Hong
Kong. is the "show case™ of China’s “open
door™ policy for foreign capitalist firms.
ushered in by Deng in 1979 when he created
the special economic zones. Hong Kong
finance-capitalists exploit a miilion of the
much more than two million workers em-
ployed by foreign capitalists in China, under
appalling conditions.

In March, the Politbureau of the Chinese
Communist Party announced an “economic
reform” programme which would make
“..proper use of c.pitalism’. This is what
Deng calls “...socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics”.

Camme Grace of the “Guardian™ reported
on 5th November about one of the “...sleazy
capitalist outposts” which was “thriving in
mainland China”. She wrote: “. With its
sweatshops, prostitutes, and teeming entre-
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preneurs, Xiamen is beyond all known defi-
nitions of soctalisni.

“I1is also slipping bevond Beijung's con-
trol. Instead of looking a thousand miles
northiothe capital forteadership . this coastal
city looks a hundred miiles east, to Taiwan.”
Taiwanese industrial investment in China is
S$2bn to $3bn.

In March. it was reported that a new free
port zone was being developed by a Hong
Kong led consortium on Hainan Island off
the south China coast. The aim was 1o create
a "second Hong Kong” . the “Yangpu De-
velopment Zone™ . with development costs
over 13 yearsof £1.3bn. The free portistobe
controlled by a group of overseas investors
on a 70 vear lease.

Financiers and industrialists who have
mvested in China and Hong Kong, which is
to become part of China in 1997, sce a
perspective of increasing capitalist enter-
priscs. the decentralizing of political and
economic power in China to the areas in
Shanghai and the south and the increase of
supporting agents for more capitalist devel-
opment.

The US financiers have already found
that China is a source for profitable returns,
both of loans and profits from the capitalist
enclaves which the bureaucracy have set up.
Infact. the profits seemed more stable than in
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union where

the discontent of the population forced the
stalinist rulers 1o make concessions and in-
crease the economic crisis. As to the British
Government: “lis admiration for democraric
valuesdoes notquite extendio revoltsagains:
governments with which il happens to do
business”. ( “The Independent”. May 22
1989).

The Chinese burcaucracy is expecting to
continue an alrcady profitable partnership
with the Hong Kong capitalists. Since last
September the opinions of the rulers of Hong
Kong on civil rights have heen expressed in
identicaltermstothosc of the Chinese tyrants
and executioners.

Last Scptember. in face of the long cx-
pressed demands for universal suffrage in
the British colony. the voters of Hong Kong
were given the right to vote for 18 candidates
for the Legislative Counci! which, formerly.
had been nominated by the Governor. The
concession did not mean that the colonm
ceased to be run by rich Hong Kong finan-
ciers. business men and women and the Britis®
Government. The elected memberscompris:
less than a third of the Legislative Socie:-
and the liberal United Democrats, who coir-
prised their majority. were refused their d:
mand to be given a majority of seats in th.
Legislative Assembly and the Excculi:.
Council.the governor's “cabinet” whichru
the colony.

The United Democrats have popu..
support in demanding  democratic righ:
The closest friends of the Chinese bureac. -
racy. however., are the financiers and bus.-
nessmen of Hong Kong who continue to
the Legislative Council. Stephen Cheong. &
appointed representative on the Legislatiy
Councii and spokesman for the Federationc:
Hong Kong Industries. criticised the Unite::
Demacrats for “insisiing in inierfering o
Chinese political affairs and underminin:
the Hong Kong government through thei
opposition to its policies” . He accused them
of having a “welfarist approach™ which
“could dampen the territory's laissez-faire
atmosphere”

An article in the “Financial Times™ of 28
January. analysed the opinions of conservi-
tive pohiticians and the Chinese leaders,
Beijing. 1 says. ts alarmed by the debates
which now take place in the Legistative
Council. It “..&as no interest in secing an
alternative centre of power esiablishing itself
before 1997 when it is due to take over
Hong Kong as a special administrative re-
gion. “It has made plain its desire 10 inherit
an “executive-led” government from Brit-
ain’s colonial administration.”



around

When the Chinese burcaucrats.,
the time of Deng s visit. recruited forty four
“advisers” from Hong Kong for a period of
1wo years, their list was of Chinese business-
men, political figures and academics. The
list excluded any members of the United
Democrats.

Douglas Hurd. the Tory Foreign Secre-
tary, upto last September murmured phrases
about democratic guarantees in Hong Kong.
However, now, according to the “Guardian™
reporton the subjects to bediscussed with the
Chinese Forcign minister in London on 9th
March. “there will be no atiempt o re-open
the contentious issue of increasing the
number of directly elected nmiembers of the
legislative council.” The Financial Times’
article. declared that the business and finan-
cial establishment of Hong Kong “srand for
stability, a reasonable relationship with
China, no hurry on demacracy, and keeping
the econoniic environment favourable for
business. In short, the maintenance of the
status quo as it existed before September’s
elections.”

Since Tienenman. rulers of the capitudist
countries have been in no way cnthusiastic
over civil rights in China. The imperialists
{earcd the way this incredible mass move-
ment could develop. Hong Kong Stock Ex-
change dropped 15%. Meanwhile the popu-
lation of the British colony showed its soli-
darity with Chinese students and workers.
Great demonstrations were being held tn the
¢city and growing in numbers - from 1 miltion
to 1.5 million (one third of the population).

In China, the support of the imperialists
for democracy can be scen for what it 1s -
support for a facade under which the eco-
nomic domination of capitalist relalions can
develop. In China capitalist relations are
mushrooming under the corrupt burcaucratic
regime and the imperialist govermnments join
with the Chinese leaders in countering the
movement for democratic rights and civil
liberties.

In the West attention in
both the US and Britain is
focussed upon elections. But
these events, which ever coun-
try they are held in, whether it is
Russia, Japan or France, are merely
the surface activity behind which
enormous class forces are gathering
as capitalism follows stalinism into
grave Crises.

Crises which may or may not prove fatal.

In the US the strong showing of Pat
Buchanan against George Bush in the fight
for the Republican nomination is. by and
large. the result of the problems of the US
economy which, as Bush said recently. 1s in
“free (all”. The downtum in the US is the
longest since the 1930°s. Buchanan captured
40% of the vote in the New Hampshire
primary with his promise of tax cuts, neo-
isolationism and “America First” rhetoric.
Bush is now losing the confidence of the
electorate and his lack of response to the
recession has caused a collapse in hisratings.
The latest polls show that the Democrats will
now beat whoever runs for the Republicans.
Buchanan is playing the protectionist card
far all itis worth accusing Europe of attempt-
ingtodesiroy US hightechnology industries,
particularly acrospace. Atthe same time. US
columnists in Washington have identificd
Germany and France as the economic encmy
number one because of the dispute over farm
subsidics.

Whilst Buchanan concentrates upon this
theme.Bush'sown campis notimmune. The
Vice President, Dan Quayle, recently threat-
ening to pulloutof NATO if trade concessions
were not granted.

Now the election campaigns have started
in both the US and Britain cach incumbent
government is talking of a recovery from
recession. Thisisbased exclusively on wish-
ful thinking. In Britain the Managing Director
of the T&N Engincering Group told the
Financial Times that UK industry is at its
wits' end! Whilst in the US the economy is
in no shape for a recovery with jobs still
being lost.

Not so very long ago capitalism was to get
a shotin the arm from expanding into eastern
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WORLD CRISIS

PETER WINDELER

Europe. Now this option is drying up rap-
idly. Instcad of embracing the retumn of
capitatism the Russian workers are poised 1o
send 11 back from whence it came. The St
Petersburg proletariat who in turn supported
Gorhachevand defended Yeltsinare about to
explode against the market economy with a
serics of strikes which will halt the reformsin
therr tracks.

In the US Japan is never far from the
thoughts of politicians intent on shoving the
blame for domestic economic problems onlo
someone else. They say thatan economy that
grows by an amount equivalent to the Gros$
Domestic Product of Canadaevery four years
hasnoproblems. However.Japancse industry
is now also in recession. Its economy grew
by 2.1% last year which was the slowest rate
for five vears. Even the mighty Seny cor-
poration made a loss last year. But, at the
same time, its trade surplus with the US has
grown to an embarrassing S40bn (£22bn).

Qurtput is now decelerating and growth
rates slipping throughout the world despite
monetary policy being cased in the US, Ja-
pan and Britain., and no recovery is in pros-
pect.

In Britain the Tories have gone into the
election trailing in the opinion polls. The
budgct forecast of a Public Sector Borrowing
Requirement of £28bn has unnerved the City
and foreign investors. Whilstin the US Bush
is hamstrung with the $400bn budget deficit
- unable to spend his way out of the recession.
With US economic policy paralysed by the
burden of federal debt is it any wonder that
569 of all Americans favour protectionism
to profect jobs. The recent trip to Japan by
Bush was to be an act of reconciliation upon
the anniversary of Pcarl Harbour instead #
only resulted in heightening trade fensions
between the two nations.

What must be evident to all workers is that
pro-capitalist governments are incapable of
providing the sccurity that ordinary people
need for themselves and their families. Be
the governments Labouror Tory: Republican
or Democrat, at first they will be given the
benefit of the doubt but their time will in-
evitably run out and. like the workers of St
Petersburg, workers be they in Manchester.
Chicago or Tokyo will cause pro-capitalist
governments to crumble.



“LIVING EXPOSURE”

Fresh controversy has erupted around the
notorious Rossing Uranium mine, a key ex-
portindustry in newly independent Namibia,
after *“The Namibian™ newspaper published
a summary of a new book, “‘Past Exposure”,
containing detalled evidence of risks to
workers and the environment. Roessing's
Manager of Corporate Affairs, Clive Algar.
condemneditas “..acollection of distertions
and half-truths cunningly woven together
into a plansible text” |, while Cleophas
Mutjavikua, Acting General Secretary of the
Mineworkers Union of Namibia said “from
our experience we know thar it is trie" .

“Past Exposure™ was launched in London
on 5 March with a press conference ad-
dressed by Tony Benn who signed the original
contractsin 1968 leading to British purchases
from Rossing. controlled by the UK
transnational Rio Tinto Zinc{R TZ). The book
analyses a dossier of confidential company
documents dating back to 1982, which slipped
out of the mine during the South African
military colonial era. They contain data on
radiation. dust. and water potlution as well as
medical statistics.

The morning after the launch, “The
Namibian™ ran their story having previously
handed Rossing the book. Soon Mr. Algar
was in print. denouncing “Past Exposure”
whilst admitting he hadn’t actually read it
though hc was familiar with the publishers,
the Namibia Support Committee and Parti-
zans. The NSC is unpoputar because of the
1988 uranium blockade by Liverpool
portworkers, imposed after an appeal from
the then General Secretary of the Mine-
workers Union of Namibia and leading to
media coverage, panic stations at British
Nuclear Fuels;, and the non-renewal of sev-

eral Japancse contracts. Partizans regularly
disrupts the London shareholders® AGM of
parent company RTZ, and has contact with
mining campaign groups all over the world.

Rossing told “The Namibian™ they were
looking at “all the options open io them”
and complained that the newspaper had gone
to print without a company response. Under
threat of legal action. the paper then pub-
lished a2 1.800 word company “rebutial”;
predictable attempt to blind the readers with
a bit of science and quotes from a consul-
tancy firm. whilst evading almost all the
direct evidence quoted in “Past Exposure”.
The newspaper added an editorial lecture on
democracy and press freedom, ticking off
Rossing for threatening writs. The saga is
unlikely 10 end there.

Namibia achicved political independence
on 21 March 1990. but most workers™ hopes
for improvements in wages, conditions,
housing ctc. have not heen met. At Rossing.
800 redundancics (one thicd of the workforce)
were declared fast September with the
company blaming the world recession, the
glut as Soviet and East European supplies
entered the uranium market. and the aftermath
of sanctions. Many other Namibian mincs
have cither closed, cut back. or threatened to
do so over the last year.

[n 1990. the Mincworkers Union of Na-
mibia (MUN} adopted a strong resolution on
mining hazards at their national congress, It
resolved to fight for the right to negotiate and
conclude health and safety agreements and
the repeal of all existing colonial laws on
compensation, efc.

With Rossing’'s policy of benevolent pa-
ternalism, the company has cleaned up the
mine since the early 1980’s but there is no
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“Past Exposure"”, by Greg Dropkin and
David Clark, is available at £6.95 in book-
shops, or £6.95 + £1.95 postage (UK and
Europe), or US$ 18 including postage out-
side Europe. from the Namibia Support
Committee, 37-39 Great Guildford St.,
London SEI 0ES.

health and safety agreement. Instead, the
company is willing to ““discuss and clarify’
such issues with the union branch. which i
recognised for wage bargaining. An agres
ment drawing on the achievements of Can:
dian miners at Rio Algom, another RT
uranium mine. is the immediate industr: .
priority proposed in “"Past Exposure™.

The book stresses that early radiati
exposure at Rossing presents a continu:
cancer risk for workers despile more re: -
improvements. “Past Exposure™ proves :-
while the mine claimed to adhere tc -
International Commission for Radiolo:.
Protection (ICRP) standards. their ura~
dust standard was 6 times weaker thy
1979 ICRP limit and 36 times weaker -
the Iimil implied by the US National =
cmy of Sciences 1990 cancer risk est:™~
Rossing were not correctly calcului: .
Whole Body Dose because they f:
mcasure the dose from inhaling urani -
in the early vears. "Past Exposure™ -
the lifetime risk of death from =,
induccd cancer as ranging from 1:- -
in9 for workers inthe final stages e .
processing. Asio the environmen:,
of millions of gallons of highi. -
liquid waste sceped out of the Ta:
at Rossing before the company =
1980.

Those who oppose the -
industry and still believe <.
working class is the powe:- -
change - in Southern Af- .. .
Britain - should buy “Past rx;
sure’’,



LIFE ON TORY'S DOLE

Sacialist Veice interviewed Jerry Over, a 29 year old from Liverpooi, who has not had a
jab since he left school in 1979, about his experiences living under the Tories.

JO:“GEC and Fords visited my school when
I left in 1979, they encouraged pcople to
apply for apprenticeships. They only took
six. When I signed on as unemployed I was
told to go on a training scheme.

“We went S days a week. 9 am until 4 pm.
We were paid £19.50 a week. I gave my
mother £5 which meant. after fares. I had
about £10 for clothes. going out and every-
thing clse.

“Most people who left school with me
went onascheme. Some people left but most
stayed in the arcadoing odd jobs. Others got
into trouble: thieving, and many of them
were in jail by the time they were 18 or 19.

*Some of us went back to school to do “O™
levels. One lad got a City and Guilds
qualification in catering but he could not get
a job as a chef. He went to work with his
brother in Surrey. Another friend has nothad
ajobfor9 ycarsand gets by playing inaband.

“When not on a scheme we got about £16
a week which is less than on a scheme but on
a scheme you were worse off because you
had to pay your own fares up to £4.

“In 1982 when | had finished my ~O”
levels, I went on another scheme. It was
called horticultural skills. It was for 12
months and you were paid £25 a week. We
went to get the dole off our backs: there was
always the threat of having yourdole stopped
if you did not go on a scheme. We did public
gardens and private gardens.™
SV:*Did youlearnanything onthe scheme?”
JO: “Yes, not to touch roses without gloves
on!

“There was a strike when [ was on that
scheme. We had been organising ourselves.
overthe provision of protective clothing. like
gloves for the roses. A lot of us joined
unions. I joined the Transport and General
Workers Union. When we had meetings
with management we went to see them en
masse. The big question was protective
clothing and health and salety. We had
mectings of 200 to 300 people which drew up
a list of demands. We won a lot of them.

It was nota good scheme but it wasnot the
worst, The worst was clearing beaches of
driftwood and debris, especially in the
winter. There was no shelter. nowhere to go.
It was dangerous as well: all sorts of things
got washed up. One day there was a load of
mercury washed up - but we got a warning as
there was a lot of dead seagulls.

“None of the trainees got a job at the end of
the scheme. The only way to get any work
was to work on the side: delivering papers.
caddying on the golf course or something

like that.

I still could not get a job and 1 helped
organising on thc People’s March. Then
there was the miners strike. Thelpedarranging
mectings for speakers from the support
groups, leafleting on the estates and gaining
support for the strike. We raised money in
pubs and had discussions with people about
the strike. Nearly everyone supported the
miners despite the big campaign about the
violcnce.  We collected a lot of money.
People were always asking what ¢lsc they
could do and offering all kinds of assistance.
The difficulty was in organising all the offers.

“After the strike [ went on the Justice for

- Mineworkers march. It was really good. It

took people out of their own area. I marched
all the way from Liverpool to London. We
started with about 60 people. Different people
kept joining the march and others would
Icave it. When we arrived in London, there

- was about 5.000 people at Alexandra Palace

to welcome us.

“After that. in 1986. 1 went on a few more
courses. Photography at the Unemployed
Centre was one. Most of the courscs were for
a couple of months. The last scheme I went
on was for computers, working forthe RSAl
qualification in computer literacy. That was
a one year scheme. But generally, on all
schemes, the staff ratios are so poor that,
unless you know something already. you will
not geton.”

SV: "Are the schemes used as cheap
labour?”

JO: “Yes, people were sent on placements at
firms and were used to replace people on
wages. When you are on a placement you are
still on Employment Training and get your
dole plus £10. The employer will then pay
vou some cash. say £10 or £20. to do extra
hours. But they will not take you on as
permanent staff. They will just fet vou go and
take on another traince. Pcople do the extra
work because you cannot live on what they
pay you. People under 24 get £27 o week. |
get £37. Out of that 1 have to pav up to £8 a
week electricity. T have one clectric fire, and
£15on{ood. Then there are walterrates, over
£5 a month. farcs. something like £7 a week.
then Poll Tax at £1.40 a week. Everyone is
in debt. I goto a job club 4 days a week. 3
hours a day. You go just to get your farcs
paid.

“I have beento 3 interviews lately. Atonc
of them the employer set out to find which
one of us would take the lowest wage. He
started at £55 then went down.™
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~ TO CP WORKERS PAST AND PRESENT

Weare making an appeal to those fight-
ers and comrades who were members of
the Communist Parties in this country.
Since tPe crisis in the Soviet Union hasled
to open capitalist restorationism and the
Communist Parties in Europe and else-
where have blown apart we do not wish to
see the militants of the old CPs disappear
into political oblivion.

Recently, we have had-discussions with
some of them. many are going through crisis.
We have fought alongside a number of them
in the anti-Poll Tax struggle and in other
areas of theclass struggle. Wealso know that
they had a class consciousness born out of the
experience of harsh struggles. United Fronts
were built in the past between members of
the CP and Trotskyists. for example in the
struggle against anti-trade union laws in the
mid 60s and over common struggles in Liv-
erpool.

We respect their fighting capacities. Qur
current of Trotskyism has never under-rated
their ability to fight,

We know that what kept them in the CP
was the knowledge that a Communist Party
had to be built in Britain if capitalism was
going to be defeated. The loyalty to this
Marxist-Leninist idea held them tight. We
are of the opinion that a party worthy of the
name has to built in Britain as part of a
workers' intcrnational.

That is why we would wish to discuss with
these comrades how we struggle for social-
ism now! When many of the older genera-
tion of CP'ers fought class battles in commu-
nities, they never imagined that their partics
could be destroyed without a great fight, but
that is what has happened.

We want to discuss joint actions with them
and class perspectives for a Socialist pro-
gramme. We want to discuss with them how
a revolutionary party is going to be built in
this country. We know that some have been
jailed because of their struggle against the
Poll Tax. Their bravery is not in question.
But it never was.

Trotsky always held the hope of winning
workers away from the Stalinist partieseven
those who went to kill him in the first attack
in 1940. He outlined his approach in a
discussion with leading members of the
American Socialist Workers Party in June 15
1940. (Writings of Leon Trotsky 1939-40).
Trotsky said:

“In France the Stalinists show courage
against the government, They are siill in-
spired by October. They are a selection of
revolutionary elements, abused by Moscow,
but honest. If they are persecuted in the
United States and remain anti-patriotic be-
cause Moscow delays its new turn, this would

LIFE OF OUR

The PST (Workers' Socialist Party) of
Columbia is campaigring 10 maintain its
registration as a political party. The new
constitution under the slogan of "democratic
participants” demands that 50.000 signa-
tures be collected as evidence of their “ex-
istence”,

A statement issued by the party in March
declared that: "The 8th March ended the first
phase of owr national campaign for the de-
fence of the registration of the PST. It had
collected 11,670 in all the country by that
date.”

They had support from Electrical workers.
who in the middlc of a strike had given great
support. from telephone workers. porters.
engineering workers, car workers. Greatest
support came from Bogata and Medellin.
School teachers from all parts of the country,
public workers and students in universities

MOVEMENT

and from the communities.

The second stage of the campaign aims 1o
get another 25,000 signatures. The PST
declares, we “are conscious that we are ina
political battie with a bourgeois regime and
against the government of Gaviria and all
their parties.” and states. "as socialists we
defend our regisiration by the side of work-
ers and with them. We are defending the
right of workers to organise in their political
pariies and to struggle for the victory of
socialism with democracy. That is the only
alternative to capitalism which under the
hands of Gaviria and his associates brings
ruin to the country and drives it deeper into
misery. Forihese reasonsinthe next stage of
our campaign we make a call for sympa-
thisers, workersandfighters to help build the
instrument whichis necessary for workers: a
big political party of workers themselves.”
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give them considerable political authority.
Our revulsion from the Kremlin will not
destroy this political authority. We must
consider themobjectively. We must consider
them from the Marxist viewpoint. Theyare a
very contradictory phenomenon. They be-
gan with October as the base, they have
hecome deformed, but they have great cour-
age.

“We can't even let the antipathies of owr
moral feelings sway us. Even the assailants
on Trotsky's house had great courage. f
think that we can hope 10 win these workers
who began as a crystatlization of October.
Wesee themnegatively; howtobreak through
this obstacle. We must set the base against
the top. The Moscow gang we consider
gangsters but the rank and file don't con-
sider themselves to be gangsters, but
revolutionists.”

Ifthe CPfighters believe that the shattering
of the Soviet Union shattered the bureauc-
racy but not the struggle for socialism then
we have begun an agreement.

The end of the one party dictatorships was
notthe end of socialism. of Marx orany of the
great Marxist fighters. Neither socialism or
the working class isdead as Bushand sections
of the middle class try to tell us. We believe
the struggle for socialism continued in the
anti-Poll Tax movement, in the Spanish,
[talian and Greek general strikes of 1991 and
in the miners strikes in the Soviet Union.

Stalinism dealt hard blows upon the
development internationalism and
international organisation. The movements
of workers from Nicaragua to Vietnam have
been betrayed by their leaderships.
Nevertheless the plans of imperialism have
been disrupted time and again.

Since the 1970s world imperialism has
been going from one crisis to another. Their
most advanced centres are in crisis and the
USA has entered a great decline.  And of
great importance for us - Britain has entered
a rapid decline,

Our programme is based on
internationalism and the struggles ot the
working class. How do we assistin workers'
struggle? 1t1s building connections with all
the layers of workers who need defending
and who are moving into struggle. It is by
developing with them a leadership that is
prepared to develop as they develop and
rcady to go the whole way. at least as far
workers want to go in the heat of the battle.

We arc at the beginning of a new stage in
the epoch of wars and revolutions. Our
Communist and ex-Communist comrads-
can make a contribution in furthering :=:
development of workers and in uniting w:.-
us in advancing the class struggis ::-
Socialism.



