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- LABOUR

LEADERS
SHORE UP
MAJOR

The Government standson shift- The lesson of the miners dispute is that
ing sand. It’s cabinet isin virtual the aim must be to united all sections of

continuous session and is reacting  */Orkers and relcase the pent up anger and
(ight which now exists iside the class.

from day to day, not really know- The TUC and Labour Party Lcaders are
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ing where the next crisis is going to
hit but, all the while, working out
how to make more cuts and how {o
break the resistance of the work-
ing class. The threat to sack all
miners and the continual break-
up of public services is at the cen-
tre of this attack.

trying to tow the movement arcund the
nners (o safe harbours. But the demon-
strations and miners support groups are
not completely under their control. Un-
derncath all the human debris that gocs
under the name of leaders of the working
class the government know that a beast
stirs, not the tamed pets of Transport House
but the lions of men, women and youth
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)
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THE VOIGE SAYS

who can see the chaos daily disintegrating
thewr lives and that of thewr familics. While
these thoughtsdo not vetternfy the very rich.
the self seekers and apparatus people, they
are not sure what lurks behind the next cor-
ner, the next monetary twist or the next big
rise 1n unemployment.

The way the Labour Party and trade union
leadership are forced into “organising” sup-
port for the miners 15 a surc sign that the
feeling for the miners 1s more widespread
than it was in 1984 and 1985 as workers and
their familics arc hit in manv ways by the
crisis. Many who did not support Scargill
then today recognise he was correct.

Many of the platforms for the miners are
controlled by Labour Party leaders who are
carrying out government policy in the public
sector: they are helping to shut down hospi-
tals, close down social services and sack
council workers.

But many miners are supporting the strug-
gle againstall the closures not only the mines.
It is possible to co-ordinate the activities of
all the sections of workers who are now
forced into struggle but this unity will be
forged in a fight against the government and
against many of their own union leaders.

What have the Labour leaders offered?
National Recovery programmes, the orders
to council leaders to stay within the law and
to keep harassing those not paying the Poll
Tax. Allthis means councils preparing, with
all the deceit and cynicism of Tories. to sack
tens of thousands of councit workers and
using all their power to prevent a united
struggie against the government,

Where union leaders refuse (o mobilise,
shop stewards commitiees, branches and
groups of workers must take action into their
hands. keep control of their action and force
the union leaders 1o fight.

There can only be a political solution 10
this crisis facing the working class. The
recentmovementagainst the Poll Tax showed
that people are ready to take action and that
something can be achicved by struggle. That
struggle did not untte with the organtsed
working class but 1t did develop independ-
ently of the Labour and trade unton burcauc-
racy and that wis an important beginning.

The working class now has to find a way of
uniting the old and new organisations.

The profound changes within Britain
should not be underestimated. The British
recession, without a forescecable end, will
wipe out all but smalt pockets of industry.
The chaos which everyone talks about will
enter catastrophe unless the working class
takes control.

The chaos 1s not capitalism out of conrol.
1t 15 the way that capitalism is developing.
Almost all English editors are talking of the
mevitable slump across the Eastern Euro-
pean countrics because of the privatisation
and reform programmes. Governments can-
not carry out theiwr plans. Poland. {or exam-
ple. has its fifth government stnce 1989, The
bright new futurc has rapidly become tar-
nished. East and West go towards slump
together, although the pace in the East is
faster.

in order to hang on thase who have the
millions and control the factories have to
take more value from the working class.
They are forced to attack the “social wage”,
actual wages and jobs at the same time, That
i1s why they call for wage restraints in the
public and private sectors at the same time
and getrid of the last remnants of the wages
council. From wagerestraint thcy will talk of
wage cuts already from different parts of this

-country come reports of {irms demanding

wage cuts of between 10% and 30%.

The struggle for world markets and the
driving down of wages is shown by the fate
of European fighter aircraft. It was going to
be cancelled but later its development was
re-costed. This mvolved, amongst other
savings. sub-contracting much miore of the
manufacture to smaller companies where
wages are lower, hours longer and conditions
for workers worse, at the same time jobs arc
lost at companies like British Aerospace.
The same thing is happening in industrv after
industry.

Workers should begin to think, if they
controlled the hospitals. the schools. the fac-
tories, the roads. the docks. the banks and the
government what could be done toend home-
lcssness, unemployment. racism and the rest.

Today’ sevents prove that what Marx wrote
about the nature of caputahsm and that the
only wav out fay in the hands of the working
class was correct, only on a scale which did
not exist m the last centuary.

What all workers have to scttle for 1s that
there 18 no casy road out. They have 10
organis¢. There 1s no onc whaots going to do
the job outside of that but inside that the need
forarcvolutionary Trotskyist party hasnever
been greater.




TORY COUNCIL HOUSE
CON ON MASSIVE

SCALE

Marcel Richards and Martin Mitchell Lambeth Unemployed
Action Group

Up to 70,000 families in Lon-
don may never be able to sell their
ex-council homes even if the prop-

erty market does recover.

Under the right-to-buy legislation in the
1980’s thousands of families in London
bought their council flats thinking it seemed
to make economic sense. If they had the
money, the mortgage worked out less than
the rent. It seemed to offer security and up to
70% discounts were offered. But 53% of
flats sold were leasehold
flats and now thousands
of owners of ex-council
flats are receiving huge
bills for council repairs.

For exampile, owners of
100 flats in Sullivan Court,
Hammersmith, Fulham
faced £7.000bills forcon-
crete balcony, window and
roof repairs. At Howells
Grove Court, Ealing own-
ers are faced with £15.000 bills for window
and otherrepairs. At Warwick Avenue, West-
minster a converted house sold by the coun-
cil had a £14,500 bill for roof repairs and re-
painting. At Westbury House, Westminster
four people had bills for £11,500 to replace
the roof. At Wingfield House, Waltham
Forest one person had a bill of £35.000 for
major repairs 10 the block. Last week. at
Dagenham Close, Fulham, Hammersmith
bills faced are £9.000 to £5.000 for the roof.

A lot of these flats were built in the1960°s
and 1970’s and after 25 years it is usual for
central heating and windows to be replaced.
A lot were built of precast concrete that 1s
now crumbling.

Under the 1980 Housing Act, from 10 vears
after purchase councils were supposed to
charge for routine maintenance only, struc-
tural defects were meant to be paid for by
councils but, of course, legal definitions be-
ing notoriously difficult, councils are send-
ing out bills for everything. Even after the
1986 Housing Act, which requires councils
to state clearly what works they are going to

carry out to help clarify the obligations of the
counciland the buyer, protection of the buyer

entirely runs out after 5 years.

The government 1s now effectively duck-
tng 1ts responsibilities to subsidise local au-
thorities by providing adequate funding to
maintain and repair the country’s housing
stock and, in effect, using the people they
have conned, and who are already in debt
with their mortgages, to do their job and pay
for the repairs.

Added 10 this repairs con, the building
socicties are refusing (o
give mortgages on
precast concrete ex-
council flats. They
think the risk of them
literally falling to bits

them too great a risk 1o
lendmoneyon. Sowith

given to new owners these peoples’
flats are becoming virtual prisons, unseliable
on the open market and effectively worth-
less. In Wandsworth alone 1,000 precast
concrete flats have been bought by unsus-
pecting families.

The only help the government offers 1s 1o
tell people buying therr flat that they must be
aware of what they will be liable for. A bit
late for 70.000 families.

Despite all this councils are still selling off
flats at discount prices. For example, a cou-

UNEMPLOYED
FIGHTING A
WINNING

BATTLE

Martin Mitchell
Lambeth Unemployed
Action Group

Lambeth Council early this yearhad wanted
to take all concessions for council services
away from the unemployed in Lambeth.
Initially Lambeth Unemployed Action Group
had started out as a defensive campaign but
later we went on the offensive, Now various
concessions are being offered by the council.

In October we were told that the council
had granted us an extension from 2 t0 4 hours
at concessionary rates (o use recreation fa-
cilities, We supported this extension but told
the council that the unemployed could not
afford 6(p a session, which they wanted 10
charge. We said that recreation facilities

| should be free.

At the same time the council had been

. pushing the idea of a “leisure card™ for unem-

and requiring massive -
repair bills will make -

mortgages not being

——— i —————

ple in Wandsworth recently bought a studio

flat valued by the council at £32.000 at a

£0.000 discount. Such flats are currently -

being sold at auctions for £3.00010 £5.000. No to councit “leisure card”

Some flats are currently valued at less than
the price of a second hand car.

Thousands of people are now suffering as
aresult of the great Tory council house right-
to-buy scam of the 1980’s joining the rising
ranks of British capitalism’s victims and,
once again, the governmentcriminally shirks
all responsibility and blames the victims it
has created.

ployed people to gain access to the borough’s
facilities. A “leisure card”, with another
complicated form-filling process would dis-
courage thousands of claimants from using
services. We have enough trouble getting
housing benefit!

Cn Friday 6th November at a meeting with
council officials 1t was agreed to introduce
free access at all leisure facilities for the
unemployed and unwaged from April. They
agreed to our demand that no “leisure card”™

.scheme would exist and that access would be

by UB40 or DSS payment book. This was
reckoned 10 cover 90% of those eligible for
free access. Further work would be carried
out to identify the remaining 10% and to
provide them with free entry.

Our demands now are:

schemes
- Free access to all unempioyed and
unwaged at all times immediately

- Extend concessions

« The Lambeth Unemployed Action
Group to be responsible for
distributing free passes for all the
recreation centres enabling free
access.
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LABOUR COUNCIL

CELIARALPH
NUPE Steward
Oakwood Lodge

The decision by Manchester City
Council to close Oakwood Lodge
residential home for the disabled
has been made without any con-
cretealternatives having beeniden-
tified.

Many of our residents are over 55 years of
age and are quite happy there.

The residents of Oakwood Lodge cannot
be given achoice, as the community care law
states they should, if the decision to close
stands.

Staff and restdents have nothadasayinthe
Council’s decision, none of our questions
have been answered 1n a concrete way.

The funding for community care, which is
to be given to local authorities in January, is
expected to be millions short of what is
needed. |

Councillor Harrison, Chairman of the So-
cial Services Committee, says that our iesi-
dents will have what they want without iden-
tifying the finances, accommeodation and cost
of care needs. Surely, he would think about
firs finances and altematives before he sold
his own house!

The staff at Oakwood Lodge have never
opposed community care for those who want

it; we have been asking that the alternatives
must be identified so residents and their
families can consider them properly before
any closure of the home can be decided upon.

The elderly were not consulted before the
closure of their homes we do not want the
same to happen again.

Councillor Harrison is trying to deceive
and confuse. These closures are about sav-
ing money. He should be honest and say so.
[ am also sure that if the City Council where
to hold public meetings explaining the finan-
c1al position the government has put them in
and ask for the support of the electorate to
fight for the money necessary to stop the
closures, they would get support. If we
cannot fight to defend the elderly and disa-
bied then we cannot defend anything.

Icall on all those in the community and the
untons to unite against these closure. If our
elected councillors cannot do so they should
make way for people who will fight to give
the people the truth and assist them o de-
velop a campaign to force the government to
provide the necessary finance to care for our
elderly and disabled.

There is no easy way. It is only the ordi-
nary people of this country that have the
solutions to these problems. '

Tommy Clarke (resident} and Celia Ralph (carer) on a lobby of the Manchester City
Council where the council voted to close the home and refused permission for anyone to

speak on behalf of the home

4 Socialist Voice




ATTACKS DISABLED

IT IS A GOOD THING THE
COUNCIL DOES NOT OWN A
MINE

Qakwood Lodge 1s the only residenual
centre for the disabled in the North-West.
On28th Novemberthe Social Services com-
miitee voted to close the Lodge by 4 votes 10
3. Readers may think that 7 votes indicates
a very small committee. especially foracity
the size of Manchester. Well the majority of
votes were for abstention.

Manv of the Labour councillors who voted
to close the home or who abstained have
been vocal in their support for the miners.

It seems that the fight against closures can
be done in a selective way if the behaviour of
Labour Councillors in Manchester is any-
thing to go by.

On 3 1st October these councillors in con-
nection with Wythenshawe Labour Party
held a march through the area of
Wvythenshawe. The march started near to
Oakwood Lodge demanding no pit closures.

On that day councillors expressed a desire
not to talk about the local ciosure. Theyeven
had a hand in stopping one of the carers of

the disabled from speaking at the rally in the
Wythenshawe shopping centre. Or at least
they tried fo - after 1t become ¢lear that she
was not going to be asked to speak one of the
demonstrators who said that he was against
allclosures asked the sudience if they wanted
10 hear the carer speak; the answer in unison
- “YES!”

The counciliors were asked to meet the
disabled who were present at the meeting, by
the time the meeting was over, the council-
lors had gone.

At least the march and meeting should the
cynical attitude of the Labour councillors
towards the miners and the disabled. They
can“fight” pit closures and close homesailin
the same week.

The residents and carers however see the
need to support the miners and fight the
closure of their home. Afterths meeiing they
immediately started a campaign to stop their
home from closimng.

LIST OF SHAME

This i1s list of Labour members of the
social services committee who refused to
oppose the closure of Oakwood Lodge.

Carroil

P Conguest
Cooper
Dungey
Edwards
EkO
Gilimore

Harrison
Kelley
Leese
Mambu
Pagel

J Smith
S Smuth
Sram
Young

PLAYING MONOPOLY WITH
PEOPLE’S LIVES

A trust home for the elderlv in Marple. Stockport has been closed due to lack ot funds.
About |8 months ago the home was taken awav from local government contrel b 3 non-

profit making body (trust) which failed to balance the books.

The old people s home was otfered back to Stockport council who refused to etther take
1t back or give any more money to the trust. Talks failed to find a solution and the home was

closed.

The 40 patents are going to be spread over the five council homes which are still open.

VOICE COMMENT

FIGHT ALL
CLOSURES

The miners. women against pit closures.

- sacked railwaymen and many others can all
- see the need for a common fight against

- e A e aa

closures. The Tories have let off a shotgun
against the working class and many scctors
have been hit. Mines, hospitals, social serv-

| ice provision and factornies in different parts

of the country are facing closure.

Many workers readily see that no one
section can fight alone. There must be a
struggle against pif closures but unless there
1s a common front of struggle against all
closures and a movement develops which
will goon the offensive against all the attacks
on the working class then the Tories will find
a way of surviving and making cuts.

Labour and Trade Union leaders are seek-
ing to get some cover for their attacks on the
working class by giving verbal support to the
miners struggle. In some arcas they are
setting up miners support groups while they
are helping to close hospitals, Oid People’s
Homes and homes for the disabled. Of
course miners are not responsible for those
who say they support the miners. Butitisa
matter of great urgency for the miners to seek

- out all those workers who are struggling at
- work or in the communities and find ways of
. developing a joint fight.

Labour counciliors and Labour politicians
say they have no choice but to make these
closurcs. For them 1t 15 not impossible (o
close OPH's which directly kills old people
or homes for the disabled which may the
same effect.

These leaders have [orgotton all princi-
ples. but they remain in powertul positions
s0 10 the first place we have to force these
“brothers™ to fight for us while we develop
our own independent strength and stop the
closures.

awe - s _—
R

FIGHT THE CLOSURE OF
- OAKWOOD LODGE
- MEETING EVERY




[YAXTA XN Letters

On the February conference

Norman Laws

I see I missed vour meeting two weeks
120 but the one proposed for February 1s the
one where you will want a mass attendance.
| have been itching to hear of a {ull conter-
ence for some time as something like that 1s
a major in incentive to energise all our
campaigners. There are groans from sev-
eral quarters about waning enthusiasm. This
[ think is possibly because we have never
formulated an official policy for the move-
ment. Why not? As I have said somewhere
before. if we are quizzed by anyoneg as (o
what we desire in place of the Poll Tax we
are struck dumb. We have no official alter-
native. That is why I have nipped in wher-
ever [ could with my demand for a decision
- or use something based on my own idea for
a local income tax.

Not only do we need this policy for a new
tax. but we should be discussing political
policies in general. I mean a revolutionary
alternative to capitalism as, without that
change, are people prepared to accept a
merry- go-round of govenments where they
are going to present us with sumilar tax
legisiation add infinitum?

[ would have thought we are all - and that
means the 17 million objectors to the Poll
Tax which makes up our army - pissed off
with a future like that. So what do they
intend to repiace it with? 1 know the imme-
diate future idea of our activists is to bring in
Unions, Trades Councils etc. but these bod-
ies are already, at least half way, prepared to
look at future developments from a political
point of view, but it should not be too
difficult in the present situation tO urge
others. who up to now have steered clear (as
they think) of politics. to start. Never have
such a multitude been up in arms at govern-
ment legislation. The Poll Tax gang seem 1o
me to be the only thing on the horizon who
can be organised for such a battle. including
most of the left wing groups - and I think |
have had correspondence from most of them,
some [ never even knew existed. Well, the
more the merrier. provide we can all agree
onapreliminary revotutionary society policy
and then ke it from there as quickly as
possibic.

Once we get this mass organisation to-
gether, and in working order. we will either
take over by the constitutional method of a
general election in which ail other exisung
parties become nonentities, or we shallcom-
mence in the manner of the general strike
with local groups taking control in the man-
ner of the then Councils ot Action.

Cheers

Norman

6 Socialist Voice

Plymouth Anti- Poll Tax
Federation

At our last meeting we discussed the pro-
posal for a conference to unite the British
anti-Poll Tax Movement again. [ have been
instructed to write to you with the {following
COMMENts: .

First of all we gencrally agreed that the
meeting/conference is a very good idea and
should be open to all except. of course,
fascists. Nobody from Plymouth, however,
will be able to attend the organising meeting
as it is far too far away for any of us to travel.
We also believe that meetings and conler-
ences shouid be set for later times inorder for

“those of us who are far aficld can get to the

meeting in order to attend the full agenda.

We trust that future conferences will arise
out of this one and will be regional as well as
national and that there can be a collective
transport fund for those who live further
away from the venue of the conference. Also
that national conference centres can be ro-
tated around the country.

We trust that you will inform us of what
the planning committee decides re: agenda
etc. and that you will note our points above.

Our struggle is going very well in Ply-
mouth with regard to the Council/Treasury
notbeing able to move and being hemmed in.
The collective struggle. however, has dete-
riorated dramatically.

Another final point is with reference to the
petition about “Other Adjustments”. Our
organisation has no interest in that subject
whatsoever as it is a non-issue and further-
more is divisive within the general struggle.

Yours in Solidarity

Graham Short

Dear Editor,
On Ociober 19th, 1992 in London.a march
took place for a fight to save miners job. On

October 25th we marched with the TUC for

a national strike to save 31 pits and the jobs - to life and don’t this government just know

in the mines.

But it does not stop there. We must fight 10
save 20.000 nurses. We must fight 10 save
20.000 postmen and women before 1995,
We must fight to save 50.000 builders. We
must fight to save 7.000 power workers. We
must fight to save 5.000 railway jobs. We
must fight to save council workers.

The railway men were told recently not to
get into debt because. after privatisation,
they will have to take a pay cut - it they geta
new contract. We must fight the NHS cuts
against the sick and the elderly and the
closing down of our great teaching hospitais.
We must fight for St Thomas's and St
Bartholomew's, Salford Royal. Hope

Send your letters, stories and articles to:
ISL PO Box 9 Eccles SO Salford M30 7FX

Dear Editor,

As the matter of the instailations of water
meters into domestic houschold s becomes
even more controversial. the public’'s con-
cern and protest grows throughout our na-
tion.

OFWAT. the water indusiry regulatoss
recently published a market survey. This
was conducted amongst 3,700 consumers
fiving in England and Wales. According to

. OFWAT. 54% of those questioned werc in

favour of the meters. But these findings have

come under fire from the Office of popula-

tion of Censures and surveys (OPCS).
OPCS. finds the figures questionabie and

feel that they don’t represent Lhe gencral

public at large. They also accuse OFWAT of

~ taking a biased stance in order to promote the
| meters and not giving sufficient information

to the persons questioned.
OPCS. have wamed that this survey should

 be treated with caution saying: it would

appear that many respondents had not thought
through the issues before the interview and
modified their views as the interviews pro-
gressed.”

Meanwhile i1n Sutton. another survey was

. carried out by George Gaskell, a senior lec-

turer at the London school of Economcs.
Mr. Gaskell’s findings were quite thie oppo-
site to those of OFWAT. The majority of
those interviewed were sceptical of the me-
ters and did not want them. Mr. Gaskell
summed up by saying, “consumers do not
have the information to make an informed
answer t0 a questionnaire, If you want (0
know the public’s views a real debate must

occur with the pros and cons gone into.” .

As the recession becomes a depression, the
water industry booms. The price of waterhas
increased by 23% since privatisation and

' dividendstctheir shareholders have increased
" by 11%. These profits are to be maintained

- courtesy of the system to rip otf the poorest
of society. If they can’t afford the increased
charges - then they go withoul. water 15 vital

if!
Yours sincerely
Jan Fielding

. —

hospital. Ladywell and the Manchester skin
hospital.

The Labour Party and the umons have
stood back {rom the mess this govemment
have got us 1nto.

This government even went in the back
door with the miners trving o make them
redundant by breaking the law.

But. if this government is brought down
and Labour have to take over. have Laboura
policy 10 take over the country? NO

Peter Docherty




UNITE STRUGGLES IN THE PUBLIC

SERVIGES AND COMMUNITIES

ALL BRITAIN CONFERENCE

6 AND 7 FEBRUARY

MANCHESTER

Hospital, transport, education, and
council workers are being sacked in
thousands throughout Britain. Those
whoareleft do not havethe equipment
or resources to do their jobs. Hospi-
tals are closing, schools are being run
into the ground, bus and train services
are being destroyed. Atthe same time,
managers who have been brought in
to preside over the dismantling of the
public services are being awarded
massive pay increases.

The financial crisis, the Poll Tax, the
new Council Tax, mismanagement and
misuse of council funds are driving coun-
cils towards bankruptcy. Most Labour
and Tory Councillors react to this situa-
tion by trying to force even more money
out of people who little or none. In this
bitter struggle there will be no room for
workers’ rights - inside or outside the
council.

Many public sector workers are fight-
ing the devastat.on of their services but
uniess we unitc workers and the commu-
nity, services will go. We need to unite
all workers, workers in the public sector,
the families, the youth. pensioners, the
gathering army of unemployed and those
facing racist attacks.

The vast majority of Labour Councils
-in Shelticld, Camden, Newham, South-
wark - have becn if possible cven more
vicious than the Tornes in declaning that
they must balance theirbudgets and carry
out cuts - no matter what the cost in
human suffering.

The trade union leaders have lead no
fight against the govemment. They are

opposed to any attempt to strengthen the
struggle against the Tories by uniting
workers from all the different sectors

~ with the communitties. -Their refusal to

unite workers at the time of the miners’
strike left the miners to fight ontheirown
- with the resuit that the government now
feels free to cilose down those whole
communities. The TUC leaders now
intend that every section of workersmust
fight on their own.

How many union leaders opposed the
welcome the TUC conference gave to
business leader Howard Davies? He
told them they must help to keep down
public and private sector wage claims.
Already nurses have been told they will
only get a miserable 2 per cent - below
the rate of inflation - when thousands are
already leaving the NHS because they
are not paid enough to live.

The increase in unemployment is be-
ing measured each week in tens of thou-
sands, and the TUC wants unity with the
government and the CBI.

We are calling this conterence inorder
to help the fight against these attacks - {0
strengthen all the diffcerent struggies in
the communities and the public services
by linking them. Weneed an altermatve
policy in order to lund the public serv-
lces we need. We saw the first results of
mass resistance with the poll tax. and
now with the pit closure programme.

Already we have rceeived letters of
support from Scotland, Plymouth. Lon-
don, Manchester and many other places.
We have had a successful first organis-
ing meeting whichbrought together coun-

cil workers and anti-Poll Tax activists
from different parts of the country, We
intend to organise two furtherorganising
meetings in London and Manchester to
discuss the agenda and building for the
conference.

We have already received proposals to
organise amarch against unemployment
and other activities. All those who want
to fight and help build for the conference
should come along to the organising
meetings.

Sponsor the conference:
Suppartthisinitiative by raising support
inyourtrade union branch, anti-Poil Tax
Union or any working class organisa-
tion. The canference is open to indi-
viduals and delegates. A minimum of
£5 a delegate.

Organising meeting:

LONDON Sunday 13th December: 1pm -
opm

MANCHESTER Sunday 17 January: 1pm
- 5pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brian Patrick, NWAPF, PO BOX 9, EC-
CLES SO, ECCLES, SALFORD M30 7FX.
TEL 061 707 1584

Ed Hall, CRISISINLONDGN CAMPAIGN,
6a Acre Lane, London SW2 5SG

Those supporting the canference in-
clude: Narman Laws, London Fight the
Poll Tax, London Links, Lothian Anti-
Poll Tax Action, Narth-West Anti-Poll
Tax Farum, Plymouth Anti-Poll Tax Fed-
eration, Camden Trades Council.

DEC/JAN 1392



THE STRUGGLE

STATEMENT BY THE EDITORIAL

Major and his Ministers are
shocked by the reaction to their
final swipe at the miners. They
judged reaction, by the behaviour
of trade union and Labour leaders.

They were not wrong about them.
But. as with the Poll Tax, they reckoned
without the frustration and anger thatis seeth-
ing in Britain. {tis frustraton and angerat the
destruction of health and education while
wealth from speculation and cormuption 1§
flaunted. Where increasing numbers are in
deep poverty and misery or teeter on the
brink. unemployment goes up and up. This
1$ the anger released by the sudden, arrogant
axing of 31,000 miners’ jobs.

Trade union leaders, being only a little
closerto this anger than Labour leaders were
forced to call mass demonstrations and de-
mand a moratorium on the closures. The
days of action (or even the hours of action) is

really the furthest they could get from caus- -

ing any disruption of production,

John Edmonds, GMB leader and TUC
General Council member, said the govern-
mentand all sides of industry should set aside
political and ideological differences to es-
tablish aregeneration programme. Edmonds
tells us this after the class ideology and
politics of the Tories has decimated ship-
building, steel, engineering, docks, and min-
ing industries, all, to destroy the most mli-
tant sections of British workers. The Tories
have attacked the legal rights of trade
unions and workers’ struggie. The trade
union leaders have retreated before this
onslaught and since 1980, ceased making
even token resistance to it.

Retreat

Then, they had the experience of the
unity of steelworkers, miners, railway-
men, dockers and other workers begin-
ning in South Wales and threatening a
General Strike, They hastily and fearfully
diverted it, said, “Never Again’ and re-
treated from any real opposition to Tory
anti-union legislation.

At the TUC, the Generai Council brought
tn Davies from the CBI who had just had a
massive wage rise but who said workers’
rises should be limited to 2%. Willis de-
clares; "We are not after anvbody we, are
after a new starton jobs” . Why did the TUC
not make a new start on jobs at their Con-
gress?

8 Socialist Voice
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The strategy of the Labour leadership was
outlined by Robin Cook, their trade and
industry spokesman who said; “We will be
doing everything possible for those Tory

MPs who believe the government have got it

wrong (o record that view on Wednesday” .
He said that the aim, was not to bring down
the government, but to save the coal indus-
try.

It is impossible to save the coal industry
withoutfighting the Tory government. When
Labour leaders put saving the Tory govern-
ment first, it shows they have no alternative
policy. The General Election and Gordon
Brown’s evasions about the ERM and de-
valuation proved it. They are afraid they
could not control the reaction of the working
class. they do not want to bring them onto the
streets, they have no answers. We remem-
ber the farce of a ‘glossy’ campaign for
jobs, a month after the coal strike had

ended. This is why there can be an accom-

modation between LLabour and Tory lead-
ers.
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Movement

There has never been a bigger spontane-
ous movement against mass unemploy-
ment, poverty, insecurity and industrial
devastation since the war. The difference
between the movement against pit clo-
sures and the Poll Tax, is that a powerful
part of this movement is in the trade un-
ions. Workers are now compelled to take on
their own bureaucracy and sweep it aside.
Workers who have felt 1solated and despaur-
ing can now see a possibility of fighting
back.

Tories will only give as much as they are
forced to. Everything depends on mass mo-
bilisation. In the Poll Tax movement, they
only sacrificed Thatcher when the govern-
ments” whole existence was threatened. Any
fight can only be built if mass mobilisations
are kept up. We have to remember the miners
victories in 1972 and 1982. In 1982 they
stopped pit closures, but the Tories retreated




HAS JUST BEGUN

BOARD OF THE SOCIALIST VOICE

to prepare the state forces and the condinons
for isolating them later. For thewr part. the
trade union and Labour leadership did noth-
ing in face of this preparation. Worse! They
capitulated before the govermment and bowed
theirr heads before the anti-union laws.

One old miner said: “The Tories' actions
have made us gel off our knees don't el
anvone put vou back on them’” . He wasnght.
Halting pit ciosures would be a victory. but
the problems people face are created by
exploitative finance capital and their most
virulent representatives, the Tory govemn-
ment. - The pit closures are just one part of.
British capitalism’s shock programme. Fin-
ishing off the miners would be the go ahead
for more public spending cuts. Peter Lilley
at the Tory Party Conference expressed
their lack of feeling when he said the
Tories would do away with the “something
for nothing society”.

Cuts

This, only three weeks after the British
government had gift wrapped £10 billion
for the banks and insurance companies
who pull the currency specuiators strings.
The Tories assist msfitutionai gambiers but
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attack the poor. Tory and Labour answer the
financial scandals of the City by increasing
self-regulation. Their friends regulate them-
selves but they increase snooping on the
working ciass.

The prnvatisation of electricity and the
guarantee of profittoits buyers. has beenone
of the pillars on which their policy for coal
was determined. The programme of the
Tories 1s to ransfer all state propeny into the
hands of private profiteers who will continue
to be subsidised by public finance. The
railways. the prisons, welfare services, coun-
cil services. education and health are up for
privatisation.

The world economic c¢risis 1s rolling on-
wards neither Tory nor Labour can conrrol it.
It threatens 10 develop into a slump greater
than 1931. In such a situation no one ¢an
deny that among the present Labour leader-
ship there will be candidates to enter a coali-
tion government in the steps of Ramsey
MacDonald, Thomas and Snowden.

Fightback

In the fight to stop pit closures, the impor-
tant thing is developing organisation and
leadership in the unions, communfies and
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work places to fight uncompromisingly for a
programme 10 bring down the Tory govern-
ment. Today can be the beginning of a
fight back by British workers. They must
demand that the trade union organisa-
tions and the Labour Party make a com-
piete break with the Tories. In thiscapital-
1st country unemployment 18 rapidiy heading
over the four mithon mark. A Labour lcader
who declares that he 1s not for ending Tory
rule 1s supporting it.

The Campaign Group of MPs and the
Socialist Movement have 10 make up their
minds and be counted. The Chesterfield
conference in October was a disaster. Hun-
dreds had flocked there to discuss & fight
back against the Tories. The conference
platform would not even take a resolution
against pit closures.

This beginning of a fight back against the
Torles needs the building of a ieadership
which will see the whole strength in mass
action, a leadership which will mobilise to
stop pit closures. 1t will base its policy on the
interconnectedness of all workers and will
prepare a movement to bring a workers’
solution to the capitalist ¢risis.

A socialist solution is the only answer (o
the capitalist crisis which comes from pro-
duction for profit. We must reverse privati-
sation and nationalise the basic indusiries
under workers™ control to provide the basis
for thisin an economy planned for use for the
benefit of all.

Socialism

It is not planning which destroyed the
regimes in the USSR and Eastern Europe.
It was planning in the hands of a bureauc-
racy which was contemptuous of the work-
ing class. The building of socialism de-
mands the full participation of workers at
every level.

Workers in gvery country are facing the
results of a capitalist crisis. In the last twelve
months there have been strikes involving
many miliions of workers in almost every
country in Europe, including Eastern Europe
and the former Soviet Union, These workers
are the allies to a fight back in Britain, helpis

% not to be found in commissions of Strasbourg

or Brussels. A movement here

- must build internationat links with work-
*. ers throughout the world, particulariy in
- Europe and fight for a United Socialist

States of Europe.
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THE SINKING POUND

AUDREY SMITH

Britain hasdevalued four times since 1945,
Not one devaluatton has done what it was
ctaimed 1t would do. Every devaluation has
been pard for by lower living standards while
the price advantages that devaluation was
supposed to offer were quickly squandered.
This latest devaluation is the worst and most
devastating so far because of the state of the
cconomy. [t 1s the lesson of all the other
devaluations that wages are reduced ia real
tierms, welfare 18 cut and investment cur-
lailed. All of this points to a system that wil
not and cannot work except by reducing the
living conditions of workers.

in 1949 there was i minor recession in the
USA. American pressure inside the “Inter-
national Monetary Fund” caused specuiation
agamst sterling. Devaluation reduced ster-
ling from $4.03 1o $2.80. At this time pro-
ductivity was rising and the balance of pay-
ments looked as though it would go into the
black. The cocperation of the unions helped
reducereal wages. which were lowerin 1949
than n previous years.

By the autumn and winter there was further
speculation against the pound, badly needed
capital investment was cut and welfare re-
forms postponed. The competitive edge of
low prices for exports was soon lost. Lack of
mvestment meant that wom out machinery
lasted longer in an economy in which it was
increasingly difficult to increase productiv-
iy, |

By any indicatorin the sixties the economy
was performing well but the deficit in the
balance of payments was causing problems.
Added to that foreign sterling holders did not
like the welfare policies of the Wilson gov-
emment. There was also a popular belief
nistorically encouraged by the Tory press
that the unions were too strong. There were
dockers strikes in London and Liverpool and
the bank rate was raised to 6% but despite
this there was still an outflow of funds. The
1967 devaluation reduced sterling from $2.80
to 32.40. Britain was given stand-by credit
by the IMF. There were to be public spending
cuts and the withdrawal of troops from the
Fur East.

There was no improvement in the balance
of payments. the measure of our goods and
services sold abroad. Austerity measures
were blamed on strikes: not on the devalua-
tion. and in 1969 the Labour Government
tned to bring in curbs on the unions with
Barbara Castle’s “In Place of Strife”

The biggest effect on sterling and on the

10 Socialist Voice
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cconomies of the West came from the Mid-
dle East wars and the rise in o1l prices. Even
then the pits were shedding men, miners
were told that coal was the fuel of the stone
age. Oil was cheap plentiful and secure. The

comparisons with the present pit closure |

programme scream out!

In 1972 sterling was floated; that was what

it was called but the effect was for sterling to
sink!

At the end of the seventies barriers to the
free flow of money abroad were lifted. Huge

amounts of money were shifted abroad and !

with it went the hope of future investment.

Foreign money to the delight of the govern-
ment was brought in for investment - obvi-
ously all profits to be repatriated.

Devaluation is not something which is

separate from other exploitation. Not one

single attempt to manipulate money has re-
sulted in any benefit for the working class,
Just the opposite. in every case the economy
was worse off than before. Why then is this
devaluation so much more catastrophic than
the others? Every other devaluation has been
against the dollar: this is against the German
Mark. In the shift of the balance of forces it
1$ Inevitable that weaker countries are
squeezed: the shift from the Dollar to the
Mark sets up a new hegemony of interests, a

new balance of power the result of which is

for Britain along with poorer European coun-

tries like Italy to become marginalised. This

1S inevitable in the capitalist dog eat dog
politics. Britain's recession is more severe

and longer lasting than others and there is

little likelihood that there will be a recovery |

as the industrial base has shrunk and the
work force has been de-skilled. Britain was

already on the edge of the precipice before |

devaluation and unless there isaunited fight
back less than three miilion unemploved will
seem like the good old days!

A ROYAL TIP

The minor amounts which
royaity has decided to pay in
faxes is like a millionaire giving
a tip to a taxi driver. The exist-
ence of S0 many homeiess and
d government ready with an
open cheque book to rebuild
Windsor Castle together with
such visible wealth created such
disgust among many workers
that some slight modification
had to made.

The following article, by
Audrey Smith, throws same
light on the issues behind the

mass of recent publicity of
Royal antics.

hen the ‘Sun‘ pub

lished pictures ofthe

bare breasted es-
tranged royal wife, being the best
writers in the sleaze business, they
headlined it ‘Fergie’s last boob’
The implications for the House of
Windsor were clear; behave as we
expect you to behave or there could

be a constitutional crisis.

Sara Ferguson, aka the Duchess of York,
helped keep up newspaper profits in- the
August ‘silly season’ when there is little
news about. Diana Spencer. aka the Princess
of Wales, also made an outstanding contribu-
tion with tales of a broken marriage and *love
tapes’. The Brtish public was rovally enter-
tasned, all the available pundits have written
sertous articles and claimed their appearance
money.

Perhaps we should be grateful. They helped
create a new summer industry giving a boost
to consumer demand. We have been enter-
tained at little expense. The Royal soap opera
has certawnly given vatue for money to some-
ong, but to whom?

Roval soap operas like their television
counterparts offer something for everyone.
The royal hunt for the virgin in Diana’s
selection satisfying the romantic conserva-
tives. neatly contrasted with Saru Ferguson,
who had had a past. encouraging the femi-
nists. The roval family was moving into the
modern world. But, like the television soap




operas the questions raised are kept within
the strict limits of the soap opera itseif, how
the characters relate to one another not how
their real life position came about.

Why 1t is that the fact of marriage elevates
Iwo average women above the rest? Mar-
riage with the Queen’'s sons fits them for hi ¢h
office, chancellors of universities or presi-
dents of learned societies. Pictures of them
playing with their children become icons of
family life. the banality of their utterances on
public occasions reassures because it repre-
sents the “common man™. the ghitter of their
wealthand privilege is part of an inaccessible
dream, as distant as a fairy rale.

Even the disintegration of the role model
of family life protects the rest of the Royal
Family from real scrutiny, at least for the
time being. Sara Ferguson is portrayed as a
betrayer of her royal ift. The girl chosen to
be a royal wife has now declined it. and,
according to the tabloid photographs. scan-
daiously so.

Add 1o that image the other failed mar-
riages and the heir to the throne who is
ridiculed and the public derision becomes
crtical. It was not always so. John Grigg in
‘the fifties, Malcolm M uggeridge and MP
Willie Hamilton were much less sc athing of

-

the royal family than we can read in today’s
newspapers but they were attacked and re-
viled. Dennis Skinner can now shout in Par-
liament, ‘Pay your taxes’ as the Queen passes
by and there is little comment. But the
image of the Queen is shifting from gra-
cious mother of us all to greedy old woman
with a gang of unruly offspring with very
little to offer and making on average more
mistakes than the rest of us but with an
income of around £50,000,600 per year to
do it.

How did it happen and what are the conse-
quences”?

Favourite villain for the clowns of the
House of Windsor is Rupert Murdoch.
Locked out of the establishment. so the story
goes. and strategically determined to iden-
tify with ‘real * power, he needed a circula-
tion booster and the royals have always been
that. His papers represented themselves as
having an unctuous concern for the royals.
best seen in the stories about Diana Spen-
cer’sanorexia. Margaret Windsor's *illness’
or the size of Sara Ferguson's behind.

Elizabeth II has become much less than
the constitutional monarch of the liberal es-
tablishment. The public dissection of her
nearest family implicitly questions her role

AND ITS SINKING FIGURE HEAD

and capability, The bones of the roval famil
have been picked bare., there are no more
questions toask except those about the Queet:
herselt. The murmurs are beginning as 1o
what kind of character it is who is at the head
ot a family that seems disaster bound.

The monarchy is only one of the COMpO-
nents of differentiated capitalism. That com-
bination which formed the liberal establish-
ment camie under attack with the rise ol the
newrightatthcend of the seventics. Murdoch:
helped to demolish it with the destruction o
the print unious at Wapping and :he liaison
with Hammond and the EEPTU. He madsc
newspaper owning profitable. He made
£2.000.000 a week profit from his newspa-
pers which went 0 pav for his American
adventures. It was not invested in Britain.

[f it IS a soap who made it into this type of
soap, whose interests does it serve and could
we have anewspaper version for less than the
millions each vear it costs uniaxed for the
Civil List. Using the governments own crite-
ria, is it cost effective?

The problem with the House of Windsor is
thatitis a lot more than a soap opera. Behind
the comical attitudes, the ghastl y out of touch
approach there is the potential for the exer-
cise of power. The queen is the fountain of all
honour the courts dispense Jjustice in her
name, the armed forces owe their loyalty to
her the monarch and Parliament passes Bills
which become law with the assent of the
monarch. Butreal power lies elsewhere.

Murdoch courted the new ri ght, the frec
market policies of the Tories. a ram pant
nationalism which paradoxically courted in-
vestment from abroad at the expense of Brit-
tsh manufacturing. It is better to be depend-
ent on Japanese and American capitalists
than on the British Trade Unions,

What have the Royal family 1o do with
this? Those with the stomach can check the
Murdoch headlines for the past fifteen years.

There are clear signs that the arcangements
around a constitutional monarchy couid end
with its replacement by cither a monarch
more in tune with the thinking of the new
right or a republic embodying the same ide-
ology but more visibly stripped of the Mvs-
tique surrounding the present monarch.
When, or if this shift comes about. it will aim
to help to entrench more firmly the surangle
hold on our freedoms that have Increasingly
been taken since 1979,
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"ONLY WORKERS CAN

Mr Colior., who became President of Bra-
z1il 1n May 1990, was finally impeached by
the Brazihian Congress for corruption in Sep-
tember and Itmar Franco. his vice President.
took over. Collor himsell began his presi-
dency as Mr. Ciean. and as the man who was
going to clear up the desperate economic
plight "with one bullet”. However. he nes-
ther clcared up the economy nor the corrup-
tion that 1s endemic {0 1t.

For Brazil < dispossessed and exploited. in
the country and in the ciues, condiions wors-
ened and the gap between the poor and the
rich widened. The tmpeachment of Collor 1s
a victory for the mass movement. But 1t has
not ended the fundamental causes of misery
and poverty 1n Brazil or the brutal reatment

-of shanty dwellers, street children, the peo-
pie of the land and the toilers generally. Sixty

~per cent of the national wealth is concen-

1rated 1n one per cent of the population.

* An enormous number of the population in
the country were driven off the land to make

way for large scale production and {urther
in¢crease of wealth for rapacious landowners.
They crowded into the shanty towns on the
outskirts of the cities.

Brazil's leading statistical body. IBGE.
published astudy in September which showed
that Brazil has 32 million under-18-year-
olds living with familics whose average in-
come 1s 80p a day. And the situation is
getting worse. To-day only 30 per cent of
Brazilian children finish primary school.

As the crisis of imperialist world economy
grew acute at the end of the eighties. the great
multi-national conglomerates and their gov-
emments began searching for more tribute
from Latin America. US Impenalism. in
particular, has been exerting extreme pres-
sure on Brazil, demanding, as part of their
plan for an impenalist protectionist sphere of
influence in Latin America, it open up com-
pletely its markets and the country (o invest-
ments and drop its barriers behind which it
was developing its own technology.

There are msolubic contradictions for 4
capialist gavernment of Braxzil. It must
carry out the demands ol imperialism, in-
cluding the pavment of a huge forcign debt
which grew threefold {from S40 biliion to
5118 bilhton in the decade 1980 - 1990 de-
spite the fact that Brazil paid an enormaous
S112 billion in interest during that same
periad. To meet the demands of the IMF for
a cut in federal spending and the demands for
the opening up of the couniry the govern-
ment must change the 1988 constitution.
Above all, the greatest problem 1s that the
Brazihan “economicmiracle” created apow-
erful working class

Collor was corrupt but the mass of the
people know that behind him were thousands
upon thousands of other corrupt “Collors”.
The Guardian correspondent in Brazil, Sue
Banford, wrote in that paper on 29th Septem-
ber that a group of accountants had gained
access to the files of Paulo Cesar Farias, who
was at the heart of the corruption scandal.
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in methodical fashion the main projects in
that nunistry, the value of the contracts atio-
cated and the commissions charged”. The
problem of corruption goes far beyond Collor
into all sections of the ruling class and its
institutions. In July a Brazilian Inland Rev-
enue study found that 76% of big companies
were not paying any tax at all while the
informal “black economy” is estimated to be
at least half as brg as the formal economy.
The hope of Brazilian capitalists, North
American financiers and businessmen and
their government is that by the removal of
Collor they can better carry out their eco-
nomic programmes. On the morning of the
impeachment, stock markets rose 6 per cent
in expectation of a vote against Collor.
After Collor was impeached. the leader of
the PMDB (the biggest capitaiist party in

Brazil), Mr. QOrestes Quercia, insisted that -

“the modernisation programme had nothing
to do with Collor’ s downfall and it will now
have to move ahead more smoothiy.”

That modernisation programme means a
*“social pact” to keep wages down, privatisa-
tion and, in line with austerity programmes
in capitalist countries throughout the world,
subsidies to maintain profits, while driving
down the conditions of already impover-
ished masses. Inflation has been more than
20 per cent a month for more than a year.
Industry 1s at its third year of recession and
wages are attheir lowest real level for twelve
years. Most industry is operating with 30 per
cent idle capacity and unemployment in Sao
Paulo 15 at the record level of 16.2 per cent,
Land occupations take place almost daily.

The demand to remove Collor unleashed
the discontent throughout the country indem-
onstrations lead by the students. A rally in
Sao Paulo was attended by an- estimated
700.000 people. Significantly enough the
crowd gave a rough time to the mayor of Sao
Paulo a member of the Workers Party and a
former left winger and to leaders of the
capitalist parties. but listened to Lula, the
leader of the Workers Party, who, however,
made a speech which. according to reports
was confined to an attack on Collor.

Corruption cannot be eradicated without a
thorough programme of action purging it
from all the relationships of government and
economy. Only a government based on the

“Under the file name " Collor” they found a
list of several of the biggest government
ministers, beneath each of which were listed

v fight. Its negative character made it 1he sfo-

gan of a Popular Front movement of various

d bodies and individuals who had their own

1deas of what they were seeking 1o put in
Collors’ place.

The corruption issue unleashed all the ten-
sions and frustration of the masses at the

N brutalities, uncertainties of the future.
" exploitation, unemplovment and misery.

Immediately after the formation of a new
government, those feelings may appear to

*| have retreated. But they are only just under

the surface and masses have tasted the possi-

Lo biliges of mobilisations. The task is to de-
N velop this spontaneous reaction into a con-

masses and the all-seeing eye of their control

could do this. While demanding this, the co-

thinkers of the Intemational Socialist league
in Brazil will encourage the labouring people
to develop committees which will exert con-
trol and impose the power of the masses upon
businesses, swindlers and speculators who
are bribing the state tax gatherers and grow-
ing rich on speculation.

Faced with the danger of an explosive
reaction from the powerful Brazilian work-
ing class, Brazilian capitalism and US impe-
ralism succeeded in the past two years in
bringing the bureaucracy of the Workers
Party and the CUT (Brazillian TUC) to assist
them in the imposition of the “‘social pact™.

The Workers Party made a statement after
the impeachment saying it would not join
[tamar’s government but, in the interests of
stability, it would follow a “minimum™ pro-
gramme . Thus the Workers Party leadership
want to throw away and dissipate the victory
which the mass mobilisations won in getting
rid of Collor. Itis acontinuation of the nght
wing course which the WP leadership has
been pursuing.

“Down with Collor™ was a slogan which
played a big role in the struggle in the CUT
and the WP. With the development of the
mass upsurge, it 1s more than ever vital,
however, to add something more - the alter-
native government for which the masses

! scious struggle for a revolutionary alterna-
tive. The demand for a WP-CUT govern-

ment carmes them toward a fight for power.
The next step for Brazilian workers is to
force a break of the WP and CUT from the
capitalist politicians to a policy of struggle
against the attempts to impose a “modernisa-
tton” plan and the tribute demanded by impe-
nalism and to develop a government of work-
ers and peasants organisations which must
have the Workers Party and the CUT at its
centre.

To get workers demanding such a govern-
ment goes together with cailing for building
organisations - action committees - which
will back such a govemment and organise
the masses toroot out all corruption and unite
workers in a network of such committees in
the workplaces. neighbourhoods, country-
side, schools and colleges. The most el-
ementary tasks they would demand of a WP-
CUT government would be to bring in work-
ers control over production, shift the man
burden of taxation on to the propertied class
and organise workers inspection and controi
of tax coliection.

Such a government must develop. not a
capitalist “modernisation™ plan. which is a
plan of looting by Brazilian capitalists and
landlords and wmperialism. but a plan of
workers, peasants and exploited peopie.
controlled by them and placing the burden of
the crisis upon the capitalists and the
landlords. It would also. as Luia and the
Workers Party proposed in the past. suspend
the burdenofforeigninterest paymentsand
seek the unity of working people in the
semi-colonial countries and in the major
capitalist countries to fight the colossal plun-
der of the “Third Worid™ countries by the
imperialist banks.
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In the turbulent vears of 1989/90
the Russian people shook down the
Stalinist government. Their revo-
lution stopped short - they did not
succeed in flushing out and destroy-
ing utterly the corrupt rule of a
bureaucratic class and in institut-

ing workers’ democracy. A colicc-
tion of demagogic former Stalinist bureau-
crats. "democrats”, members of the Stalinist
academicC institutions, western economists.
speculators and criminal elements came to
the top out of the upsurge to dominate their
lives. This is the rabble which represents the
counter-revolution in Russia with a perspec-
tive of returning it to capitalist rule, and who
set about the aim of smashing up public
property in their own self interest. Since then
the mass of the Russian peopie have gone
through one crisis after another with the
acceleration of the decline of their standard
of living and general conditions. The Rus-
sian population’s harsh experiences have been
shared by their fellows in the rest of the
former Soviet Union and in the countries of
Eastern Europe as well as Eastern Germany.

For three years the Socialist Voice has
hammered home that the chief problem for
the impenalist governments and their bank-
ers and financiers and the leaders of Russia
has been to create a stable capitalist class.
Capitalism, however, in the famous phrase

YELTSIN’S

of Karl Marx. came into the world dripping
blood from every pore. as the history of
Britain bears witness. To recreate it in these
eastern areas 18 bound {0 mean ¢ven more
suffering. because. as is shown by the grave
problems in the world today, capitalism is
now a svstem 1n decline.

The Russian Parliament, has endorsed the
privatisation policy with a minority of a third

. of its members against it. There are many

reports that the privatisation is not univer-
sally popular.

The capitalist restorationists ruling Rus-
s12. no longer attempt to paint market rela-
tions as something which guarantee a better
life for all and superior conditons for the
mass of the population than under the rule of
Stalinism. Gone are the days when Sweden
was the model of prosperity which the Soviet
people would attain. According to John
Lloyd of the Financial Times, “the young
officials, who are carrying out the privatisa-
tion project no longer hide the fact that the

capitalist counter-revolution and the resto-

ration of capitalism means ihe rapid devel-
opment of a conspicuous wealthy class.”

[t means also, of course, the development
of a conspicuous poverty stricken class go-
ing deeper into misery and despair. Maxime
Boika,chiefaide to Mr, Chubais, says, “There
already was in the socialist times a privi-
leged class. In a market economy of course,
it becomes open and evident. But I think this
country has a large tolerance for inequal-
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Yeltsin's democracy has resulted in more kitlings by the gangsters
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(v The likes of these young academics
have been responsibic for the various plans
in Russta which have collapscd one after the
otheramid a decline of production and chaos
far far worse than under Stalinism. Boika
continues 1o put their subjective inlerpreta-
tion on reality. His last sentence contradicts
the continuous complaints by commentalors
on Russia in the caphalist press who have
often told us, in the past. about what one
called, the fierce egalitarianism™ of the popu-
faton.

It also contradicts Lloyd when he wries
that under the old Stalinist regime. “people
wereaccustomedtoofficially promoted egali-
tarianisn’” .

Certainly there was a great deal of inequal-
ity and the rule of a corrupt parasitic privi-
leged and arrogant Stalinist caste. But it is.
this elite which the Soviet masses have seen
becoming one of the chief beneficiaries and
chief piilars of a capitalist society.. Yet it is
only twoor three years since the great explo-

sion against their privileged rule.

On every side there is opposition to.and
suspicion of the sale of shares and the devel-
opment of an “entrepreneurial spirit”. They
do not trust the speculators, the “entrepre-
neursand the Mafia and those who are selling
them 1nto semi<colonialism.

The privatisation proposal tries 1o create
the tmpression that all the population will
benefit. The population evidently sees
through this. Mr Gannady Sevinko, Parlia-



“REFORMS” SHAKE

In recent months there has been an increase in workers' actions

mentary Deputy, threw a fistful of privatisa-
tion vouchers in the face of Mr Chubais
shouting, *“All property of any worth willend
up in the hands of the rich”. This s a widely
held view says Lloyd.

The St Petersburg News Agency, quoting
two Russian papers. gave a reaction of two
groups of Russian citizens to the new voucher
pian. Drawing its information from
“Rossiyskive Vesati, 22nd September, it re-
lated that 40% of the citizens of Russia could
not answer the question, how they were go-
ing to use their voucher. About 25% of
Russians are going to seil it to buy badly
needed goods. About 16% of respondents
intend to buy stocks of their enterprises for
vouchers and 5% decided to start their own
business with the vouchers. 44% think vouch-
ers are issued just for show and they will not
change anything. About 16% agree thatitis
an attempt to form a class of propretors.
13% belicve that it is a sort of financiai
support to people. 28% could not answer the
question.

In fact. it is the response from below and
the fear of its explosion which has caused the
break up of all the “elegant™ academic
schemes of restoration and the vaciilations
in policy at the top. Now Yeltsin has been
forced to stow down the plans he promised
to carry through firmly and make notses
against some of the demands of the capitalist
financiers. The crew of adventurers, dema-
gogues. seif-scekers. burcaucrats and aca-
demic cconomists. who plan 1o restore capi-
lalist property relations, has not brought the
democratic Utopia it promised. Trving to
axplain this. Mr Anatoly Chubais. the deputy
prime manister in charge of privatsaton.
sald: “Privatisation on this scale 1s unprec-
ecdented in the history of Russia and of the
world” . Absolutely true! The Russian Revo-

lution, itseif. which created the foundation
for the nationalised property relations, was
also unprecedented. It, however, had a his-
torical validity which is not possessed by
Chubais’ plans. It resuited from a mass upris-
ing expressing the wishes of workers and
peasants. Yeltsin, by personal edict, evicted
Gorbachov and his staff from the elegant
parquet floored building which his
“Gorbachov Foundation™ was using. Three
busloads of nolice plus the anti-riot squad
arrived early in the morning to carry out the
eviction. Mr Gorbachov then said that this
expressed “the increasingly authoritarian
tendencies of today's leaders.”

Certainly there are increasingly authori-
tarian tendencies. But for some time they
have been directed at sections of workers and
independent unions. In September the Fed-

* alised. pmpertv re!anons, was dISO

" unprecedented. It, however, had a
- historical yalidity which is not pos-
 sessed by Chubais’ plaps. It resulted
from a mass uprising expressing the
~wishes of workers and peasants,

cration of Air-traffic Controllers Union ot

Russia was rawded and 1its membership hist
seized.. s leadersare the subjectof aninves-
tigation by the Mintster ot the Intenior and are
facing criminal charges ol economic sabo-
tage because they called a one day strike tn
August.  We have not heard about Mr.
Gorbachov protesting at the treatment of the

air-traffic controllers and when he was Prest-
dent he was just as much opposed as Yeltsin
to the independent mass activity of workers.
Butindependent mass activity is in the tradi-
tions of the Russian Revolution to which
they are all opposed.

The Russian Revolution was not a coup
d’état or the result of edicts by individuals. It
was a period when the mass of people came
on the stage of history and made their mark.
The Bolsheviks won the following and alle-
giance of the soldiers, peasants and workers
by the correctness of their policies and leader-
ship. At first, they were a tiny minorty in the
Soviets which bound together workers peas-
ants and soldiers and which were fitled with
a content of masses deciding their own des-
tiny. In February the Bolsheviks had less
than five per cent of the delegates to the
Soviets. In nine months they won the major-
ity. They were proved right by tumultuous
events and the firmness of their principles.

All sections of the old Nomenklatura and
a1l the recently recruited privileged clite scek
1o destroy the validity of the Russiun Revo-
lution because they go tn fear of the recoy-
nition by labouring peopic in Russia today ot
their power to change history and build on
the egalitarian, internationalist and socialist
traditions of the Russian Revolution.

We were convinced two vears ago that the
development of events would disillusion
Soviet workers 1n capitalisim as an alterna-
tive to bureaucraug rule. So we ure conlident
that experience 15 pushing them w see that
they alone have the power 1o remould soci-
cty. control it and clear out all the new
privileged and their corruption. They will be
heartened immeasurably by the development
of struggles in the Westand the rise ot a new
international from the working class.
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Bill Clinton’s ¢lection as President of the
US comes exactly 6 months after the Los
Angeles riots and at the same time as the
development towards open trade war takes
another vicious tum.

The unemployment rate in the US Is now
7%: in California alone. 700.000 jobs have
been lost just recenty. In a television inter-
view during the election campaign. a resi-
dent of Washington expressed the despera-
ion of many Americans when she explained
that the level of violence in cites was such

that vou did not know when you went out of -

vour front door whether or not you would
gver come back!

The state of the US economy caused George
Bush to suffer the worst result ever of an
incumbent President seeking re-election.
Clinton receiving 272 votes in the electoral
college as opposed to Bush’s 28.

Despite not receiving the traditional back-
ing of the trade union machine, workers
voted for Clinton, as did women and blacks,
Infact,allcategories, exceptreligious funda-
mentalists, supported the Democratic candi-
date.

THE END OF BUSH

Just a few months ago we reported that the
changes in the Soviet Union had profound

effects on the economy of other European

states such as Finland. Now the US election |

illustrates the inter-connectedness of each
country on others.
arsenal that defeated Irag in the Gulf War
now seems irrelevant when living standards
have been stagnant or falling for a genera-
tion. health care costs are spiralling out of
control and education standards are tnad-
equate.

In the US the mighty |

P L

The election of Clinton will be followed by

a so-called “honeymoon ™ period which prom-

ises to be as short as the one enjoyed by John

Major in Britain. The fact is that neither
Clinton nor Major have the necessary an-
swers to the problems of workers and their
familes.

Clinton promised $20 billion annual ex-
penditure, part of which would be used for
education and social programs. He made
many other promises about spending. But,
with the U.S. economy in cnisis, and a na-
tionzl debt which will be over $4 trillion by

November, there will be no money for .

Clinton’s programs.

What have you done for the
homeless this week?

We think Voice readers will be in-
terested 1n the struggle, to the end, of
Henry Graber, a lifeJong union mili-
tant and revolutionary socialist, who
diedonJuly Satthe age of 83 1n Long
Beach. California, against the acuons
(or inaction) of the Long Beach City
Council, California.

He regularly attended the council
meetings over a period of 12 years.
Henry denounced the council for not
helping the homeless. not demanding
funding for schools, not protecting
the environmentand for notopposing
the Gulf War. He would easily have
recognised hisadversariesin the Lam-
beth, Glasgow or Manchester city
counciis.

16 Soctalist Voice

“At first” we are told (Press-Tel-

egram quoted in Socialist Action),
“he walked into the meetings with his

cane, wearing a broad-brimmed straw

fedora and black sunglasses. Lateras

emphysema and old age took their = Country™,

toll, he came in a three-wheeled elec-

tric cart, the fedora tilted to shade his |

weathered face from the sun.

“He'd get to the podium, hang his
cane on his pants pocket, lean on the
lectern and glare at the nine council
members through his dark glasses.
Then he'd give him hell.

“*Whathave youdone for the home-

less this week?,” he'd ask. "Have you
thought about the homeless this

week?".

t

A NEW
PARTY IN
OLAND

A new party has been formed in Poland. It
is called the “Workers Party™. 1t 15 a smail
group but their paper “Anu-Governmeni
Weekly™, which they had been developing
before the formation of the party, had al-
ready become known to many of the workers
struggling agatnst the Walesa government
and the privatisation plans. Readers of So-
cialist Voice will have seen the contributions
from Elizabeth {a member of the TWL) con-
cerning Poland and the struggles of the work-
ing class, some of which "Anti-Government
Weekly™ has been invoived in.

Since its formation the party has already
been contacted by workers involved 1n par-
ticular struggles. One battle 1S over the
privatisation of homes that previously went
with the job. As factories close or lay people
off, families are now being also threatened
with ejected from their homes. Some of
those facing this brutality have writien di-
rectly to**Anti-Government Weekly™ asking
for their assistance in their fight.

REFUTE THE SLANDER

We have been asked to publish the {ollow-
ing information to clarify the posiiion of the
new party.

Unfortunately, not all those on the left
have assisted this development. On the

. contrary, for reasons best known 10 its edi-

tors. DALEJ. Polish paper of an Interna-
tional known as the United Secrctariat and
Jcad by Emest Mandel. published a fuctualty
incorrect article tn which they described cer-
tain members of the GSR. which was one of
the founder groups of the new party, as
Stalinist and supporters af “Soctalism n one

The trick used in their article was that they
attacked the viewsof someone called Jaroslaw
Tomasiewicz who had written some letters
to Ant-Government Weekly™. There had
heen a discussion against his views which
appear 1o more nationalist than socialist.
Whatever the views of this man. DALEJ
attacked him as a Stalinist. But, instcad of
attributing the true source. they wrole that
these views were that of @ voung man called
Jan Tomasiewicz who had been a member ot
the GSR before he temporacily moved 10
England,
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One member of the new party wrote to us
Saymg:

“In issue number 12 of DALEJ there is a |

long article discussing the points of view of
Jaroslaw which they attributed to Jan. They

pick out a couple of lose phrases from :

Jaroslaw’s conitribution 1o prove that he is
for socialismin one country, and therefore a
Stalinist. Now,asthey take Jaroslaw for Jan,

they blame the editors of Anti-Government |

Weekly for his errors and extend the accusa-
tion to all the members of the editorial board.

To call Jaroslaw Tomasiewicz a Stalinist !

Is rather far fetched but to ascribe these
positions to Jan and therefore to Anti-Goy-
ernment Weekly would be a silly mistake if it
were comnuited by someone who does not
know who is who in Poland. But the Usec
people know Jan personally. So this comedy
of errors could only be explained if we as-

sume that they intentionally wish to destroy |

the artempt at building a new party.”

For our part we ask DALEJ to retract this |
“comedy of errors™ and we ask the United -

Secretariat and its section in Britain to refute
the slander,

Slander is used in the political movement :

to fght an opponent when it 1s impossible to
continue an honest exchange of opinions.
Such methods will never build a revolution-
ary party, even less a Trotskyist party. To
make such errors does not strengthen the
workers in the sharpening class tensions of
Pol'and it acts in the opposite direction.

i
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- WORLD BANKS CALL
THE TUNE

PETER WINDELER

With the withdrawal of Britain
from the European Exchange Rate

- Mechanism the impossibility of

integrating European economies
has been vividly illustrated. Asthe
Financial Times said three days

~ after Black Wednesday “...the

political cost to Europe is incalcu-

‘lable”’,

The pressure that sterling came under re-

vealed the extreme weakness of Britain which

now a trade deficit of £6bn and an industrial
base that is falling apart.

Although Britain is not the only country
that faces problems (even Germany's
economy 1s weak and getting weaker) it
illustrates how capitalism in the late 20th

- Century and nothing to offer workers and

therr families. Things are so bad that the
Brtish working class faces mass unemploy-
ment and even starvation in the years ahead
if capitalism is to achieve equilibrium again!

It’s ironic that we can talk about mass
unemployment and starvation when only
yesterday capitalism had all the answers.
What we saw in the days of share ownership
and yuppies was the last gasp of breath from
a terminally ill patient.

In fact the Stock Market nowadays is not
that important. The real power lies with the
world’s banks which even dictate to indi-
vidual countries whether to starve the popu-
lation or throw them a few crumbs depending
whether or not they are likely to revolt.

The power has been with the banks since

the transformation of capitalism into capital-
1St imperialism at the tum of the century.
This occurred when rivalry between indi-
vidual capitalists made way for the rule of
monopolies and cartels
FICTITIOUS CAPITAL

Throughout the last century capitalism de-

veloped albert at an uneven pace but wealtth

«continued to be created. A period of pro-

longed stagnation set in just before the First
World War after 20 years of turbulent devel-
opment. At this time the world market was
inadequate for the development of German,
English and American capitalism. The war
crisis was deliberately engineered to destroy
capitalist rivals. From Europe’s point of
view the war lasted too long resulting in
European capitalism being destroyed and
facilitating America’s feverish development.

|
[ T

Since then America has been the major
poweronthe world stage. The Second World
War burst on the scene in 1939 but this was
very much a continuation of the First World
Warandonlyresulied in increased American
hegemony that was officially recognised
when the world adopted the Dollar Standard
at Bretton Woods in 1945, The Bretton
Woods agreement broke down in 1973 and
since then fictitious capital has expanded and
real capital - that representing value has
disappeared.

Throughout the world during the 1980°s
money expanded at an ever increasing rate.
Forexample in 1980 1ending by banks world-
wide amounted to $324bn but by 1991 it had
risen 10 $7.5 million million million. Lend-
ing had increased from 4% of the major
countries GDP to 44% of it. In short as
manufacturing became less profitable ficti-
tious assets in the form of loans and bank
notes came 1nto being - “financial services”
expanded without any underlying value be-
ing created. The increase in fictitious capital
represented a claim on the creation of future
capital or a representation of deceased capi-
tal. The former would be, for example, loans
to Third World countries where the products
of the workforce are morigaged for vears
ahead to repay loans whilst the latter would
be government bonds used to pay for arma-
ments which although expensive to produce
can never have a value which can be ex-
tracted and put back into the economy.

LIVING STANDARDS

The conditions of the working class must
be driven down in order for profits to be
made. This can only be done by the ruling
class attacking the living conditions of work-
ers i the form of wage reductions and the
removal of provision for social services, hous-
ing and education. This would be by way of
an inter-class conflict. Otherwise the eco-
nomic crises must be turned into an inter-
state crises resulting in a war out of which
capitalism will emerge on a new hasis.

Already workers throughout Europe are
seeing their standards of living reduced. At
the same time capitalism is deliberately
destabilising intemational relations.

According to the Institute for Strategic
Studies there is a 50% chance of the Yugo-
slav conflict spreading to other paris of Eu-
rope. Itshould not be forgotten that the main
spark that 1gnited the conflict was German
recognition of Croatia. -
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FREE PHILEMON MAUKU

We recently received the following letter from the Cam-
paign for a Socialist South Africa concerning the campaign
in South Africa for the release of Philemon Mauku.

Dear Comrades,

Please write an urgent letter of
protest to the South African Ambassa-
dor (SA House, Trafalga Square,
London) about the continued
imprissinment of Philemon and outher
activists, such as the Inanda Marshalls
in Durban who have been sentenced
for organising self defence?

This 1s particularly pressing in the
light of events in the last few days. -
The government have gained consider-
able publicity for the release of a
number of political prisoners. Whilst
this is to be welcomed, the govern-
ment, on the one hand, still refuses to
accept that congress activists arrested
for organising self defence are political
- prisoners, holding them in the same
. cells as gangsters and rapiists, and on
the other hand have also released the

. notorious racist mass murderer Barend

Strydom as part of this amnesty!

The need for organised self defence
- 18 reinforced by the speech last week-
~ end by Inkatha gangster leader
" Buthelezi at which he threatened to
~ intensify the civil war against the
 ANC, especially in Natal. His promise
"o defy the ban on “traditional weap-
ons” and tear down fences built around
Inkatha controlled hostels confirms
warrung made by Philemon in the
letter enclosed (see below) that these
measures will not bring peace and
should not be seen by the ANC and its
supporters as sufficient justification for
reopening negotiations with De Klerk.
The regime has on its hands the blood
not only of those murdered at
Boipatong and Bisho but of all the
victims of Inkatha and racist murderers
such as Strydom.
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The following is the letter from
Philemon which was smuggied out of
Irison:

“I have written a letter of complaint
.0 the head of the prison about my
yroblems. Since I'm here I use cold
water. There is no hot water in our
nlace...I have met the colonel and
1sked about that. The answer was that

18 Socialist Voice

the has got 25 with cold water. that
was a problem to me.

“Seccndly I sieep on a bed without a
sponge (mattress), and it 1s very hard.

I have got pains all over my body,
when we go 1o hospital they harass
us.... I have tried to tolerate for this but
1t 18 a slow potison that will kill me in
future.

*This place is very cold, and some
time the water freezes if it is too cold,
more especially around the veranda.
And we always eat mealy rice. I think
it 1s for chickens. We don’t change diet
so I’'m depending on bread. I will also
lay & complaint to the colonel. I think I
have to try and deal with all this,
because I'm not a slave but a prisoner
so don’t have to be a slave. It might
sound not difficult to somebody to
survive in such condition, but to me it
is and I have to defy it.

“I would also like to comment about
the dismantling of battalion 31 & 32
(of the SA army, mercenaries from
Angola and Mozambique used against
SWAPQ in Namibia and now heavily
implicated in the township violence).
According to my point of view that
will never help in any way, because we
cannot supervise anything that can
exist underground as a killing machine
of the government.....

“And the surrounding of the hostel
(used as a military base by Inkatha) is
bullshii unless it can be changed into
family units. It cannot give an idea to
go back to the (negotiating) table ...
People stay in shacks while our money
1s being misused. The sccurity of
which they are voting for from the UN.,
will also protect capitalism as they use
1t t0 else where.

““The people have to understand
that the reformation of capitalism
they support will exploit them too.
The democracy that will exist will be
for .... some middie class people. The
majority of the working class will

suffer.”’
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Details of the campaign and can be
obtained from PO box 74, Fishponds,
Bristol ?

SOUTH
AFRICAN

MASSES

(CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE)

The working class has spoken by its ac-
tions, while the ANC negotiated, they tried to
fight on what was most dear to them - a
complete ending with all aspects of Apart-
heid. The ANC leaders want some kind of
power shaning with the old regime but under
no circumstances will a Western style parlia-
mentary state come about. With South Afri-
can society 1n decline, with such high levels
of unemployment and such deprivation
amongst the Black masses democracy will
be a luxury the capitalist class will be unable

| to give.

What type of government is going to solve

. these problems? Itis certainly not one that is

based on the favoured status for the whites.
How can any one of the measures that Blacks
want be won unless those who need them are
in the centre of the struggle for them? That
18 why which ever the question 1s looked at
the only solution for the poor will be a
workers government based on and directly
contrciled by the organisations of the Black
masses.

The South Africanregime is a crisis ridden
one. In the depth of its economic crisis it has
some paraliels with Britain. A rising move-
ment of the masses organised could shatter i,
but that 1s not going to be led by the leaders
of the ANC. On the contrary Mandela and
the ANC 1s now propping it up. .. ANC

| leaders have restrained the urge 1o kick the

South African president when he isdown. If

anvthing, they (ANC) have tried 1o give him

a helping hand.” Independent 26/11/92.
But the masses do have the recent expert-

" ence in the 1980°s of building the movement
in Townships and the factories, it was their
- sacrifice which built some of the world’s

| lcading working class organisations of

COSATU and the Workers™ Charter. Allthis
expressed a demand for workers power, na-
tionalisation and socialism, 1t showed that
the South African working class was and 1s
imbued not only with a decp hatred of apart-
heid racist brutality, but also with a hatred of
the monopolies and smaller capitalists, past
and present, who benefited from state repres-
sion. Workers have {0 build on that struggle
and raise 1o 1t t0 a new, international level -
that is the road of struggle ahead.
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Monthly Journal of the
International Socialist League
British Section of the
International Workers' League (FI)

Our paper has supported many struggles in this country and abroad. It seeks to give a
Marxist analysis and leadership to the major events developing in the world in order to
| help the working class fight for socialism.

In this issue we have published material from Camden about the Council Tax and we are
supporting the All-Britain conference which aims to help and develop the struggles in the
public sector and the communities.

It you are involved in a strike, campaign or struggle, let us know the details and we will
do our best to support you.

£3000 Fighting Fund
We have raised £650 so far

You can help us to make Socialist Voice better and more effective.
We are asking readers and supporters to help us in raising £3000 pounds to
help with the paper and our international work. Please send any amount
large or small to Socialist Voice.

If you read Socialist Voice, if you support what we say, join the ISL.

Name
Address
Post Code
Telephone l
, Number of issues subscribed for __  Amount Paid £ (£2 [inc P&P] for 4 issues) |
| 1do not wish to subscribe, but send me the next issue | | | would like back issues [Tick]

RETURN T0: [SUBSCRIPTION] ISL PO BOX 9 ECCLES SO SALFORD M30 7FX [CHEQUES PAYABLE TOD ISL]
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 SOUTH AFRICAN MASSE!
" GET NOTHING FROM NEGOTIATIONS

Years of negotiations between the Afncan
National Congress and the White govern-
ment of De Klerk have brought nothing for
the poor and the working class black pcople
of South Africa.

Maore people arc dying now than during the
smie of emergency of the 1980°s and whole
sections of the black population are hving in

constant fear of their lives from attacks by *

Inkatha gangsters, secretly supported by the

security forces of South Africa. Unemploy- ;-
ment bas reached 40%, many black Africans o

live without electricity; six million houses
are needed to house people properly, rentand
food prices have been increased. Workers
are still working at best 44 hours per week

whilst many are forced to work cver longer

hours. Conditions in schools and hospitals

have deteriorated. The CODESA (Conven- §
tion for a Democratic South Africa) talks -

have provided the cover for the difference
between the rich and the poor to increase.
The release of Mandela raised great hopes
of the overthrow of apartheid, the establish-
ment of a workers government and the build-

ing of a socialist South Africa. These hopes -

were raised not only amongst blacks in South
Africa but throughout all the black African
countries that had been dominated politi-
cally and economically by South Africa.

But these hopes have been dashed.

The release of Mandela was the result of
the great upsurge of the black workers and
youth at the end of the 1980’s. But, instead
of leading the movement forward, the ANC
together with the South African Communist
Party leadership said the struggle had en-
tered a new phasc - a phase of negotiating an
end to apartheid. In his first speech Mandcla
told the students and school children to back
to their classrooms. The holding back of the
movement has had devastating conscquences
for millions of poor blacks.

HOMELANDS

One of the central questions of the struggle
has been on the homelands.

The abolition of the homelands is onc of
thedeepestheld dcmandsof the black masses.
They are the source of much of the suffering
and hardship of the masses. There tsno work
in the homelands and every day thousands of
blacks are forced to leave their homes tolook
for work. They live n squatier camps or
single sex hostels. Itis the homeland system
that is at the heart of the violence in the
townships and districts of South Africa.

In 1989 the petty dictators in the home-
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was shown by the contempt with which they
were treated by Buthelezi who said that they
would simply, tear the barriers down and
inkatha continued 1o carry their weapons on
demonstrations.

But the government has ignored even these
demands.

There had been an agrecment 1o release
all political prisoners by 15 November but
many arc stil} held (see the case of Philemon
Mauku page 18). Prior to this one of the
CODESA working groups even recom-
mended that an interim government must
have the power to detain people without trial.
In addition the ANC continu¢ to assure the
state apparatus of civil servants that their

jobs and pensions will be secure. This in-

cludes those who helped organise the ferror
against the majority black population 1n the
past.

A “NEW COURSE”

With the rise of the black working class
during the second half of the 1980°s the
policy of imperialism towards South Africa
changed. Imperialismrecognised that apart-
heid could not be retained. They started to
encourage the growth of a black middle class.

g Their aim became the creation of a new state

However, the
failure of the ANC leadership to take the
struggle forward let them off the hook and

lands were on their knees.

Buthelezi has been able to develop Inkatha
into the national Inkatha Freedom Party with
all the bloodshed and kitlings that have ac-

companied it.

It was the depth of feeling concerning.

the homelands and the violence that is
endemic to that system that forced the
ANC tolead the demonstration into Ciskei
in September.

However. the ANC leadership’s policy
has never been for a struggle 1o unite the
homelands. The homelands are a central
pillar of the apartheid system as long as they
exist there can be no one man onc vote. They
have always sought to achieve it through
negotiation and have shown themselvestobe
always willing 1o seck a compromisc. The
craven callousness of this policy showed
itself after the Ciskel massacre whenMandela
agreed to re-enter negotiations with De Klerk
with the only conditions being that fences be
erected around “immigrant” hostels and that

there should be a ban on the carrying of -

cultural weapons by Inkatha.
The astounding weakness of these demand

in which capitalism could re-establish 1ts
rule over the working class.

They have had some success in this aim.
They have succecded in persuading the lead-
ership of COSATU to drop its socialist de-
mands. Cyril Ramaphosa. General Secre-
tary of COSATU. for example. has stated
that nationalisationis “anoption” thatcould
be considered by a future government mn 4
new South Africa and other leading mem-
bers constantly make speeches about the
need not to frighten of foreign mvesiment.

But nothing is yet settled in South Africa.
The counuy was brought to a standsuili in
August in the two day general strike. Sup-
port for the strike was reported to have been
90% in Johanncsburg region, 60% 1n the
Western Cape and 75% in Durban. The day
after the strike tens of thousands of blacks
took part in demonstrations in the ciuics,

The ideas and outlook of Mandela offerno
way out for the black workers and poor of
South Africa. Throughout Africa pro-west-
em countries are in dire econdmic and social
straits. They have been ripped apart and bled

dry by international capitalism. They all in

debt to the banks of the West at levels they
have no chance of ever repaying.
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