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Unite

One of the main features in this is-
sue of Socialist Voiceis thereportabout
the conference “Unite the Struggles in
Public Services and Communities”. It
was a very successful conference. One
reason for this is that there are very
important processes towards struggle
taking place within the working class.

The resolutions for the conference
show the great deal of discussion which
took place leading up to the conference
and at the centre of thatdiscussion were
the questions: what were theactual and

~ concrete processes in the working class

and how do we assist them forward?

The discussion drew on the experi-
ences whichdeveloped in the 1984-1985
miners strike, the anti-poll tax move-
ment and the widespread spontaneous
opposition in October to the plans of the
Tory government to close the pits.

The poll tax movement, which devel-
oped three years after the shock of the
failure of the miners to prevent pit clo-
sures, as a result of the treachery of the
TUC and the Labour Party, proved de-
cisively that the working class had not
been finished off.

The poll tax movement brought into
ityoung people, communitiesand many
who had not been involved in organ-
ised politics before.

Millionsdid not pay the poll tax, many
sections of the middle class and all lay-
ers of the working class were involved.
Large numbers of Labour Party mem-
bers and trade unionists were involved
bur did not participate under the ban-
ner of their organisations.

The poll tax movement showed that
there were great changes taking place
in Britain. The type of mass movement
which had developed in the past spear-
headed by the ad vanced sections of the
working class in manufacturing, heavy
industry and transport, dockers, min-
ers etc was changing.

The depth of the crisis in Britain 1
shrring all sections of the working class
into struggle. The task 15 {0 fuse the
great community struggles with the
movements which are now developing
in the organised working class.

One thing is absolutely certain, if the
contributions at the conference revealed
processes going on in the working class

1§ L

- and they do. the desire for unity in
struggle 1s an important and rapidly
developingingredient of the movement
which is already fighting the Tories in
the communities and the unions.

The movement in October quickly
collided with the left labourites. That
wasseenin the Socialistmovement con-
ferences when last year it could not
even take a resolution in support of the
miners and this vear at Sheffield sought
to impose therr methods of working a
conference even when there was Joud
opposition.

The conference showed not only the
desire for unity but it also recognised
that we have to grapple with the ques-
tion: how do we assist the actual con-
crete movementin Britain towardsunity
instruggle? Many contributions showed
thatitis nota question of a solidarity or
a support movement but one of partici-
pating and intervening in the new rise
of the working class.

The conterence itself brought those in
struggle fromsome of the minority com-
munities, in particular the Black com-
munities, together with rank and file
and leaders from the hospitals, oil rigs,
buses, local services, building sites,
safety campaigns etc.

[t was a powerful beginning with a
powerful aim to bring all movements
together but that can only be done if a
drive is based on principles and a con-
viction based on the revolutionary na-
tureof the working classand continually
developing ourunderstanding of chang-
ing reality today.

Such a force will develop if it grasps
the essential unity of the national and
international content of all workers’
struggle today and unites the working
class in the communities and indus-
tnes.

This process will develop and pro-
duce new leaders who will be based on
the desire for internanonat class action.
Real lcadersinp todayv cannotcome trom
sectional leaders, that 1s bv those who
seek to defend and fight tor their own
sections. The real leaders will be those
who seek to fight for the unity of their
class.

These are the queshons which begin-
ning to developinside the workingclass.
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Things ain't what they usd to be in the Olympic city.

Graham Stringer, Leader of Manchester Council, once went to
football matches with Derek Hatton, nowadays he wants to
watch the Olympics with John Major.

NCE UPON a time, Graham

Stringer the Labour leader of
Manchester City Councilwasa
fully paid-up member of the ‘loony
left’. In fact, his left wing antics got him
expelled from the |
Council’'s  Labour
Group in 1980, 1981,
1982 and 1983.
But Graham had his re-
venge, and after the left
gained control of the
city in 1984, he became
leader of the Council.
Times change.
-~ Throughout the 1980°s
the city’s logo proudly
boasted; ‘Manchester
City Council - Defend-
ing Jobs, Improving
Services’. Now it has
beenquietly changed to
‘Making Things Hap-
pent’. Thatis notall that
has changed since
Graham was going to introduce social-
1St in one county.
Nowadays Stringer is makingall sorts
of things happen. Every timne the coun-
cil meets there is a protest outside.

Last month 100 housing staff walked
out of work in support of two employ-
ees who had been sacked from the
city’s Cheetham Hill office. All 100
received threatening letters from the
caring council which
said that they would
be dismissed unless
they returned to
work. Yet just four
weeks earlier,
Graham Stringer had
publicly applauded
council staff who
walked outinisupport
of the miners.
Stringer, who occa-
sionally likes to pre-
tend heisstill a friend
of the working class,
did not see any con-
tradiction. Others
did, and branded him
a hypocrite. Stringer
retorted in the local
press; “that’s the crass logic of a five year
old”. As we have said in ‘Socialist
Voice’, given the scale of cuts in Man-
chester, it's a good job that the City
Council don’t own a coal mine.

Last month we reported on the crisis at cancer hospital Christies, when
it was revealed that they were having problems getting enough cash for
drugs.Patients and visitors will be pleased to hear that they can relax.... inthe
new coffee shop, gift shop, or hairdressing salon that are being built.

LONG TO RAIN OVER US
14 Years of Tory Rule

Starting next month, 'REAL LIFE' will remind you
of those wonderful promises the Conservatives
made in their election manifesto's!

We will also tell you what really happend!
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No More Mr Nice GUY K aira e cone o wr

really sick idea. If you're worried
about dying before you get your NHS
operation, just pop into BUPA’s
hospital in Whalley Range, and you
can have your op on HP!
You have your operation, then just
pay off the cost so much per week.
The -sch,éme brings quQe ;]Omping
within;réaéh oi-anyonéﬁ:désﬁerate or
sick_enough to need urgent
treatment However lfyou dont !@eep
SR ct y

up your repayments; the prospe

K part In events around
Intetnational Women’s Week'. The
week Is even more significant than
usual as this year marks the 75th
anniversary of women winning the
right to vote.

Manchester City Councl! are
helping to provide a whoie series of
exhibitions, conferences and
celebrations.Meanwhlile,in
neighbouring Tory controlied
Trafford, kick off with a Beauty Care
Day, Cookery Classes and a
Fashion Show. Presumably the
Burghers of Trafford are already
pilanning celebrationstoenter2dth
century in seven years time,
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Admission

n America workfare has been used

to victimize single mothers. Single

parent families are, or course, a fa-
vourite target of the religious right in
the United States. If the same idea is
introduced in Britain, and for the last
fifteen years wherever America has
gone Britain has eventually followed,
the result is unlikely to be what most
people might expect.

If workfare 1s introduced mnto
Britainit will be an admission thatlarge-
scale unemployment is with us to stay.
it will also be an admission that the
governmenthasgivenup tryingtosoive

the problemof how to achieve economic

growth.

In such circumstances many will

ask, “why not give the unemployed some-
thing to do”. There are not enough care-
assistants to look after the growing mass
of old peopie, or street cleaners to pick
up litter, and why is it that it is never

- possible to find a porter at a railway
station when you want one. Worse still, 2

r K

arguments for
socialists

affording good domestic servants these %
days has become virtually impossible. {772 f
Whata good idea Mr. Major. Why, inan {72 m o s e

instant, we can stop the unemploved :;

hanging around the streets, givethema ::%°7
‘purpose’ in life, and have all sorts of ;2 o
jobs done for which no-one is prepared ;37

to pay.

But unlike most good fairy sto-
ries this one does not have a happy

ending. Four million unemployed peo- 2

plecannotallbe found jobs, not without

putting workersalready inemploymernt

on the dole. If, for example, the unem-
ployed become porters 1in hospitals, *

what will happen to the porters now Pt

employed? Even if they are not sacked

they will find that, as they leave or i
retire, a growing army of conscript la- temngy(;ungpeoplet
bour will be recruited to do their jobs. In ‘months 03 sgaveiabw

shops, factories, local garages, indeed

anywhere where low-paid workers are
to be found, the unemployed can be
introduced to do the job for less,in fact,
tor free.

Employers will be queuing up
to ensure that they get their ration of
free labour. Workers in low-payed jobs
will find it difficult to demand pay
increases,”“jusr remember”, they will
ve told, “I only have to ring the labour
exchange to replace you for free”!
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BEHIND THE NEWS

Background to current events

This month was written by
Mike George

f not onlv the desire for unity

Slave Army

And once work has been found
for the unemploved, how are they sup-
posed to have the fime to find paid
work forthemselves? Their plight will
be made even worse by the fact that
millions of them will be doing the
verv jobs they might otherwise have
been paid to do.

And what rights are they going
to enjov? Will they be allowed to join a
union, or go on strike, or refuse to do
other work than that which they have
been ‘employed’ to do? And will they
be covered by employeeaccidentinsur-
ance and health and safety legislation?

What will be created will be a
slave army of permanently unem-
ployed, unskilled and semi-skilled
worker ready to be deployed by the
state whenever and wherever an em-
ployer hasa problem with his worktorce.
How long willitbe, ] wonder, before the
unemployed are used as conscript scab
labour to break strikes!

Wearealready wellalongtoroad
to having a low-skill, low-wage
economy.

Free labour for all might be an em-
ployers dream, but it is the mark of an
economy, and a country, that is in re-
treat. When businessmen have to rely
on free labour to make a profit, their
businessescan hardiy be said to be thriv-
ing. Paying workers hasalways seemed
unfair to emplovers.

But it is those self-same workers who,
at the end of the week, buy the goods
that those emplovers manufacture. No
pay, no profits! Mrs. Thatcher may be-
lieve that we cannot spend what we do
not earn, but netther, as Mr. Major 1s
about to find out, can people carn un-
less others spend.

If wages are to be undercut by
using the unemployed as a threat tc
stop workers demanding more, then
demand for goods in the shops will
continue to fall.

In the short-term this may help fc
solve the Balance of Payments prob-:
lem, but, in the long term, it will leac
to an economy that is dependent on
free labour to keep it going and tha
requires an ever higherlevei of unem
pioyment to provide the free workforce
to keep ailing companies in business



Welsh Community
Resistance Conference

Forty people from ali over Wales aitended a conference at
the end of January to build a fightback-Marc Jones reports

ERE IN Wales we are being hammered by multi-nationals who threaten
communities with dangerous chemicals and toxic waste, as well as
nuclear power stations and oil firms who want to exploit newly found

reserves off the coast.

Mobilising communities against these people means raising big questions about
democratic control (the hundreds of quangos who authorise these plans), energy
policy (Hamilton Oil wants to build a gas terminal next door to the Point of Ayt
mine near Prestatyn - cashing in on the dash for gas) as well as asking who benefits
irom such developments.

The conference itself was very positive aboutcontinuing to link up. Wearegoing
10 produce a regular bulletin of events, etc. and there 1s a much bigger conference
planned for 12th June. One weakness was the lack of trade union activists there,
but I think that is a reflection of trade union activity to-day.

The proposed local council cuts in Wales will be the deepest ever - tor the first
Hme ever our ‘colonial-governor” David Hurstis threatening to cap overspending
councils. We replied that councillors now had two choices: Resign or Resist. They
are currently opting for number three: total surrender.

{ think I have said it before, but cities like Manchester - which have been cuting
for years, at least had something there to cut before getting to the bone - manly
because of ‘progressive’ policies that built up some services. Here the councils are
either Labour-Mafia run or Independent-Mafia run, and have not bothered to
develop services, so we are straight into cutting hundreds of teaching jobs etc.

If we can unite the union campaigns with the popular campaigns to save
community centres or Old Peoples Homes from closure then we will be in
pusiness.

e TR TR ]

The recently privatised
company Welsh Water, which
makes profits of £3 million a
week, is cutting-off sixty
families every week. Last
year they cut-off the water
supply to over 2,600 house-
holds. Already 50,000 fanu-
lies have been summoned to
court for mnon-paymentand
the number of disconnec-
tion’s is likely to rise.

Anger against the cut-otfs is
fuelled by the fact that although
Wales gets 50% more water than
England, Welsh families pay 50%
more foritand the  11/4 million
households in Wales are three times
more likely to be cut off.

One of the first things Welsh Wa-
ter did after privatisation was to
end the system whereby waterrates
could be paid along with council
rents. This meant low paid fami-
lies could no longer pay their water
rates weekly and also meant Weish
Water did not have to pay local
councils for collection.

Their vindictive policy of instant
cut-offs, has given the company the
worstrecord of any large water firm
in England or Wales.

Welsh Water claims to oppose the
introduction of water meters be-
cause of the high charges. Water
meters cost £200 to install with a
standing charge of £90 ayear and a
reading cost of £20. Only 30,000
(3%) of Welsh Water’s ‘customers’
have chosen water meters. Welsh
Water along with other water com-
panies favour a flat-rate water tax
which would be cheap to adminis-
terand easier to introduce. Inother
words a water poll tax but for the
moment they are holding fire - I
wonder why?

Anticie based on information from:

Y Faner Goch {Red Flag),
PO Box 6681. Wrecsam,
Clwya, LL11 1QU.
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Support the
£3000
Fighting Fund

Our paper needs your
support to carry on

Help us by:

Taking out a subscription

[ |

Paying the
solidarity price
of £1

Selling a copy to

someone else
Making a donation

We need to raise £3000
over the next three months

. v e ——— - —— —— s " "

help us by sending any
amount you can

If youread
Socialist Volce
If yousupport

what we say
Join the ISL

Contact
ISL PO Box 9
Eccles SO
Salford
M30 7FX
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Ed Barbour reports on the iatest developments
in the Lambeth corruption saga

THERE HAS been much made re-
cently of the allegations of corruption
in Lambeth council and the 'theft' of
possibly as much as £15 million over
the last ten or so years though this
figure includes money 'illegaly spent’
on services rather than stolen.

If money has
been stolen then it

Even earlier Quseley. whose previ-
ous achievements include the disman-
tling of the GLC, showed that he did
not have the interests of the council a
heart by giving the report to a journal-
ist before even councillors saw it.

All this goes to prove that the pro-

posed public 1in;
quiry will be fa

is a crime against "A greater crime is that from impartial - i
the people and every year [ ambeth pays isanattempt to use

workers of Lam-
beth and justice

the scandal to fur

almost a third of its budget  ther the Tories po

must be done, but -0 banks in repayments  litical agenda. Th

the Tores and the N : . -3 n dfnfefesr" L :

Labour Party

would rather pun-

ish those who spent money on services
than those who stole it.

To put it into perspective a greater
crime is that every year Lambeth pays
£100 million (almost a third of it's
budget) to banks as repayment of loans
and interest on loans!

After years of the Labour Party con-
demnning councillors who tried to de-
fend servicesthey respond immediately
with a declaration that the Lambeth
Directorate of Operational Services
(DOS) and the Direct Labour Organisa-
tion (DLO), employing a total of 2,000,
should be disbanded. Inthe same breath
asthisdeclarationof their intention they

declare support for a government Or-

ganised publicinquiry. Aninquiry such
as this, with predetermined conclusions,
can only be called in order to give 2
cover of impartiallity to class attacks.
Thisis clear because many of thecharges
relate to tendering arrangements so dis-
banding the DLO can only make mare
problems.

Later jack Straw claimed that the ex-
pulsions of left councillors was partof a
campaign against this corruption
though no mention of it was made at the
fime and Herman Quseley's reportdoes
not implicate anv clected councillor in
the corruption. Tory councillor Mary
Leigh, on the other hand, said of Steve
French, an expelled Labour councillor
in Lambeth “I cannot fault Cllr French
on his efforts" (to clear up corruption
in the DOS).

workers and com
munities of Lam
beth must rejec
this as the cynical move that it is. If wi
do not the DLO will be lost with enor
mous iob lossesand the tenderingouto
the contracts to subcontractors. Witl
Lambeth communities already suffer
ing 27.8% unemployment we can ng
accept more job losses and already th
alleged fraud is being used to justify
rent rise for council tenants of £6, a
most 20% . It is also well known the
health and safety conditions in privat
companies are lower than in the DLC
so more injuries at work are bound t
result. This is without taking into ac
count the depletion of services that |
inevitable in any privatisation.

The only answer acceptable to usisa
inquiry conducted by those who hav
most to lose by theft from the council
the workers and communities of t
borough. This should be carried outk
committees based in the council offict
and DLO yards and in the estates an
communities of Lambeth and shoul
investigate not just stolen money b
should include aninvestigationinto tl
requirements of a budget for the neec
of Lambethscommunites. Lambeth, ar
all other councils, must provide the ser
icos needed at whatever cost, not deci
what can be provided according to wh
thev are allowed to spend.

This position will be fought for |
Socialist Voice at the Lambeth Bc
ough Conference on 27th February
, Lambeth Town Hall and in pub
meetings toc be anranged from now.



A SOCIALIST VOICE SUPPLEMENT

Unite the Struggles in Public Services and Communities

Conference Report

Tony O'Brien Convenor of Direct
Labour Southwark Councif

LAST MONTH, nearly a hundred people from
all over England, Scotland and Wales came to
Manchester to take partin a conference organised
jointly by the Crisis in London Campaign and the
North West Anti-Poll Tax Forum.

The aim of the weekend long event was to unite
the struggles that are taking place in the commu-
nities and public services.

Some came as individuals, but what was par-
ticularly important was the range and number of
fighting organisations that came together. All
realised that to win, workers have to domore than
just talk in abstract forms about ‘unity'.

Inthis supplement, 'Socialist Voice' publishesa
taste of the contributions made at this important
conference.

In the next 1ssue of 'Socialist Voice' we will be
including a number of articles about some of the
campaign groups who came to the conference. If
you want a copy, write to us at our usual address.

. .-
......

Paul Maddox from the fan Fancis
Community Truth Campaign

Speakers at the conference represented or came
from the following organisations: Campaign
Against Child Support Act; Crisis In London
Campaign; East London Teachers Association;
Hatfield Anti-Poll Tax Union: Ian Francis Cam-
paign; COBAS (Italian Unofficial Union); Joint
Sites Committee; Lambeth Anti-Racist Alliance:
Leeds Trades Council; Leicester Trades Council;
London Busworkers” Committee; London Fight
The Poll Tax; Lothian Anti-Poll Tax; Manchester
NUS; NALGO Camden, Southwark and Bexley;
NATFHE Derbyshire; North Sea Union OILC;
North West Anti-Poll Tax Forum; NUM, Lanca-
shire; NUPE Manchester Social Services,
Prestwich hospital; Orville Blackwood Campaign;
Southwark Direct Labour Organisation; Tower
Hamlets Trades Council; UCATT Executive.

(Continued on the next page)

International Socialist League



xConference Report|

Martin Ralph from the North West Anti-Poll Tax Forum
who chaired the first day of the conference, in welcoming
visitors and delegates to the conference said he was sure all
present were fighters, part of a common struggle. “We must
make a start of uniting all the struggles in which tenants, commu-

UNITE THE STRUGGLES IN

nity groups and others were involved”.

Peter Gibson, amember of the TGWU national executive

and a delegate from the
London bus workers com-
mittee, told the conference
that his boss who earns
£60,00 per year, although
not prepared to takea wage
cut has asked Peter and his
fellow workers to take a £50
ver week cut and work
another five hours a week.
Even with the so-called cri-
sis in public transport In
London fares in other Eu-
ropean capitals were much
lower.

Capitalism cannot run a
safe transport system
anymore.

The best way to control
transport is for it to be con-
trolled by those who work
in it and those who use it.

Ron Doeel from the ex-
ecutive of UCATT, the
building workers union,
spoke at the conference ad-
vising thatmost of hismem-
bers workea for local
authorities and would be
immediately effected by
cut-backs. “People werehav-
ing to live on the streets while
500,000 buiiding workers had
no jobs.” Ronmadeacall for

a massive turnout by workers on May Day, “and make it a real
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conference).

international class solidarity. (In the next issue of the Voice
we will give a longer report of his contributions to the

Clara Buckley explained to the conference how her son
Orville Blackwood had been killed in Broadmoor. In a mov-

ing speech she left the audience in no doubt of the injustices
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Clara Buckley holding a picture of her son who died in prison

May Day, nof the government’s May Day”.
Fredrico Gattolin, a teacher from Turin

gave the conterence an international di-
mension, bringing greetings from [talian
workers. He explained that last July the
leaders of Italian unions and the govern-
ment had agreed to scrap the ‘scala mo-
bile’, which iinked wages to changes in |
Jiving costs. There had been massive dem-
onstrations against this and he had been
involved along with fellow teachers in an

of the case and on a personal note the terrible loss that a

mother suffers from the
death of a child com-
pounded by the callous
nature of the police and
prison authorities. {The
next issue of the Voice wili
carry the latest staterment
from the Orville
Blackwood Campaign.)
Paul Maddocks spoke
from the Ian Francis cam-
paign. [anhad died in sus-
piciouscircumstancesafter
playing football at Send
prison in Guildford. Paul
was convinced that the
causeof death wasnotfrom
‘natural causes’ as stated
by the coroner’s court and
the campaign was fighting
to overturn the verdict.
Mike Zeitlin from Lon-
don Fight The Poll Tax
asked how do we develop
the unity that everybody
wants. “Somearefighting for
their lives - in prison, against
the attacks of the fascists. You
could not get unity simply by
tying issues together”.
Lillian Winter spoke
from the Campaign
Againstthe Child Support
Act. Theonly people toben-

efit from the Act will be the Treasury, she insisted.

Willie Stephenson spoke on behalf of the otfshore union
OILC. He outlined the fight against the
leaderships of the EEPTU and the AEL,
particularly in connection with the hehi-
copter disaster last year in when three
OILC members were killed.

He also reported on growing connec-
tions between the Norwegian oil work-
ers’ union OFS and the OILC.

Celia Ralph, A NUPE steward work-

"We must fight for a
new leadership and for
democracy in the unions.
f we do this the

movement will take off"
e e—we——

unafficial movement which involved

10,000 peopie. He stressed we could only go forward at an
internationallevel by building what the reformists had erased:
§
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ing for Manchester City Council, said
we needed this conference not just to

share experiences, but to work out a perspective, a socialist
perspective. At one time in Manchester there were thirty



eight old peoples homes, now there were five and they want
to close them. “ We need services”, she said, ”...based on need, not
on profit. Workers want to know what alternative there 1s. Workers

will fight and they are listening carefully”.

Mike O’Farrell, Hatfield Anti-Poll Tax said he had not
come just to listen and be educated. but to take some deci-
sions and find some means of generalising from each of the

struggles. What was needed
was a trades-community
council. The two are com-

[; Conference Report]

PUBLIC SERVIGES & COMMUNITIES

Tim Loveridge, delegate from the'Joint Sites Committee
which has built among rank and file building workers in
London, said that the JSC does not see itself as a separate

union. You are not going to challenge unions by going away

nlementary ne suggested.

and forming a separate union - this only leaves the union in
the hands of the right wing,.
john Cooke, a student in Workers” Power, said it 15 not

enough to put thingsdown
in resolutions. Whar is
needed is a strategy.

Liz Leicester from the

The Poll Tax taught us that wong gt N v 5 Crisis In London Cam-
T PSR R Garmn g AR : - ] . -
correctness of ideas 1s more . P i Z e : - palgn and a delegate from
' e 1 e
important than numbers. B b e NN :' Camden NALGO. “In
He said that he had been R 8 e 5 ¥ vl Camden the whole work force
impressed by the Crisis In 3R o i ¥ - is faced with a lay-off clause,
r B —_~ : - ao,:*,,,,;, R - . .
ondon Campaign. He - . - the {:ozmgzl now has the rzght
thought this had to be car- o o to terminate trade union
ted f d national g rights at three months notice
It orward On a e s 1S
scale s and workers are being asked
. ) G R ;ﬁ},g&;éz"éﬁ& SR g

Tony O'Brien, convenor & o0 e 0 o to take a pay freeze. But many
from Southwark Direct ;’gﬁ feel the council has over-
Labcur Organisation and } - 4; e steppfzd the mark. All are af-
amember of the Construc- - S : s fected for the first time in years

: St/ SN SRR Gt ey ,
tion Industry Safety Cam- o - ; S e and thereis ajoint union cam-
paign, said that the  Gesias L L R paign”, S}xe stressed that
struggles we are involved 1 jESRaasEa SR the Crisis In London Cam-
in affect your very being. ? S SR S paign is not simply a cam-
g v 4 o o " T . .

The struggles now affecting 75 o S : i paign against the cuts but
people were physically chang- s e : X e is asking what sort of serv-
ing their thinking. We must & S 3 e T ices we need and how to
fight for a new leadership and IR T s et SR formastrategy to get them.
for democracy 1n the unions. SR . SR : The self organisation of the
People who think: [ must look e e e working classisakey ques-
after my family - and this a i DU R tion. Shealso called for sup-
natural sentiment - must get T R e port for the North West
an identity. If we do this the NE e e : Miners Support Group

o . . N B e : e oV , . —
movement will take off, it will R R R R %\ SRRy Conference later in Febru-
. . PR - . B 2 o e : R R RS0 *

Barry Bidulph, a mem- Pete

herof Southwark NALGO

said that hundreds of jobs have been lost in the construction
soctor because of compuisory tenden’ng. New conditions for

council workers meant that if you have
twenty davsoff sickina year vou could be
sacked rightaway. Heagreed thatmaost ot
the unions are bureaucratic but said they
have been built by the working class and
we have to take control of them.

Paul Henderson, secretary of Leicester
Trades Council believed; "The state was
movingopenly to the useof force. The resporise
of the Labour leaders Is to say that the laws
must be obeyed. What we need is a movement

with a perspective. We must biald the sort of organisation that will

I B LT
AeTeion it

r Gibson delegat

"There is a feeling for a
new leadership.
This may not come
all at once,
but come it will".

2 from the London Busworkers' Committee

The first speaker on Sun-
day was Norman Laws. He

said that the fight against the Poll Tax had still not yet been
WOT. Commenting on the discussion he asked: "do we need

little support groups around the country or
orte big national movemernt?”

Irma Critchlow, Lambeth Anti-Racist
Alliance and former surcharged Lam-
beth Labour councillor, said it was good
to see all theses people challenging the
government. “Nire years ago we stood uip ir
Lambeth and refused to cut jobs and services
and the councillors had ot great support. 1
feel this spirit is here again. LARA nad de-
cided it was tune to stand up and fight - we

welcome support from white colleagues and friends”Irma said in

Concluding her contmbution.
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Fredetico Gattolin Turin Teacher, member of Revolutionary Socialism and

a leader of the COBAS in htaly

Billy Pye a member of the NUM executive, discussed the
present situation facing miners and added; “Isee no difference
between the closure of a pit and the closure of a hospital”.

Not one pit should close he concluded.

Bill Hunter member of the International Socialist League
part of the Workers International League, described the
movement in the working class in Britain towards unity as
the greatest since the end of World War II.

He referred to the conference which the North West Anti-
Poll Tax Forum had helped organise one and a half years ago
and asked was it an advance? “There is no doubt that it was”
was he concluded.

“We have seen movement ufter movement against the Tory
government” Bill continued, “...but we must see what sort of
leadership we need for these struggles.

It 1s necessary to develop the movement represented af the
conference.

We must cherish and encourage this movement. There is a feeling
for a new leadership. Workers cannot move except internationally.

Make Socialist Voice

Part

This may not come all at once, but come it will”,

John Rees from NATFHE Derbyshire Community Educa-
tion said there was a big campaign against cuts building up
in his area. The Derbyshire campaign has expressed many of
the elements present at the conference. He referred to the
circular sentout by the Larry Whitty, Labour Party secretary,
last November instructing Labour councils to make cuts
demanded by the Tories.

Adrian Blakelock, a NALGO member from Bexley, said
he had been struck by the contributions form the Orvilie
Blackwood and the lan Francis Campaigns. He said they had
summed up inthree words what many books had tried to say:
“Not mad but angry”..

Stuart Carter, delegate from Prestwich Hospital NUPE,
discussed the questions of trust status and the internal mar-
ket, by 1994-95 per cent of the National Health Service will be
in trusts. The market will cause chaos. “We should demand that
Labour councillors either fight the cuts or resign. If they resign then
the miners support groups or the Anti-Poll Tax movement should
perhaps stand candidates”.

of Your Campaign

Socialist VQice supports workers and communities whenever and wherever they fight
for their rights and against injustices.
In this issue we have highlighted the way national and locai government are attacking ordinary
working class people.
Every month we open our pages to campaigns, groups and individuals.
Send us articies, news, stories, photographs etc.
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Working Life is a new series where workersitalk about the experiences that made them fight.
Last month, we brought you the first part of Peter Kerrigan's story-here is the conclusion.

A Docker's Story

Peter Kerrigan who played the pyjama ciad George in Alan Bleasdale's 'Boys From
The Black Stuff' is perhaps better known to workers in Liverpool as a life long militant

fighter on the city’'s docks.

In the second part of an interview with Bill Hunter, Peter

talks about his struggles with employers and union leaders.

IWAS on adelegation to London dockers during the 1954
strike, and I remember we discussed then how best to
move, whether it was better to continue unofficially in the
T&G, working with the official committee of the 'blue'orto
make a complete break. The attack on the members by
Deakin and the officials
was so bad that if you did

We didn't know aboutthe Bridlington Agreement, which
was an agreement among the frade union bureaucracies
that they wouldn’t poach each other’s members. We just
thought it right that you should be able to be in the union
thatyou thought would fight best for you. When Bill Johnson
was asked by counsel 1n the
court case, what he knew of

any fighting you were al-
ways in danger of losing
your registration book and
your job on the docks.

the Bridlington Agreement at
the time, he said he thought it
was a “sweet club”.

The Transport and General

Danny Brandon was soon

officials tried all kinds of meth-

tobea casualty and lost his
"book” for attending a
meeting in the afternoon..

After the 1954 overtime
strike, we were more and
more convinced of the course of joining the "blue". Therewas
big support among the rank and file. When Dick Barret came
up to Liverpool to speak at the Liverpool stadium there was
the biggest meeting of dockers ever seen there. The hall
overflowed, there were eight thousand people there. They
passed aresolution to join the National Amalgamated Steve-
doresand Dockers. Barret was carried outof the hall. He was
a little cockney sparrow of a man, proud of the stevedores’
rraditions of sticking together and fighting for old and infirm
dockers. He got caught up in something that he didn’trealise
would have the effect it did: bringing the whole trade union
bureavcracy down on his head.

That stadium meeting was the culmination of dock gate
meetings where we got a consensus of opinion from the dock
bvresolutions. After the stadium meeting we opened premises
in unused shops up and down the dock road. The central
office was above the Mersey Cafe at the Pier Head, Liverpool.
Constable, Harry Freeman, (who came up to recruit us but
was a witness against us in the subsequent court case), and
Bert Avlward were sent up by the Blue union from London as
recruiting otficers. During this recruitment, men were leav-
g the ships where they were working to sign up with the
Blug and get their union cards. They signed forms declaring
that they wished to transfer their membership from the
Iransportand General Workers' Union to the NAS&D and
anofficial of the 'biue' would countersign the form. We had
four or five thousand members sign up in three weeks. In
Birkenhead by this time, there was only ahandful left in the
TGCWUL.

IPETER _

ods; show of cards with the
officials declaring that any-
one who didn’t show a T&G
card would not be available
for work; trving to refuse our
registration as dockers. But they continually came up against
the solidarity of dockers. The men who stayed in the T&G
knew that those who joined the NAS&D were generally
fichters. We’d been on the old unofficial committees and
anything that had been won had not come from the Té&G
officially, but through the unofficial movement. And there
was also the widespread detestation of Transport and Gen-
eral Workers' officials. Some of those older dockers who had
been a lifetime in the T&G found it difficult to Jeave even
though all they could show for it was a small funeral benefit.
but they had an allegiance because they had been in so long
There were men who had been in the old carters union which
went to form the T&G. They supported the blue union fight
and they would say: “If I was younger, I'd be with you". Most of
those people who stayed in the T&G recognised that if there
was no blue there would be no fight.

We failed to get recognition through the Recognition
Strike, although the Hull dockers won dockside recogni-
tion which meant the biue union official negotiated on
arbitration’s, dirty cargo, piece-work etc. In Hull a blue
union docker could get his son on the dock. The T&G
prevented that on Merseyside. Any recruitment to the reg-
ister had to be T& G members. That was one of the biggest
pressures they operated.

Continues on the next page
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Peter Kerrigan: A Docker's Story

Mad Men of the North

The blue union continued through the sixties and was
able to show its teeth in thel967 strike. It went through
some hard fighting in the north but the fact that men
continued in it is really a big proof that the reasons for the
big break from the T& G were overwhelming and it was a
viable undertaking and it showed the big pull that the idea
of a national, democratic,
fighting union had.

The fight was made hard
because of the simpie factthat
the leadership of the Steve-
dores and Dockers, in order
to get back recognition from
the TUC, were also attacking
us and trying to show to the
TUC thatthey werea 'respon-
sible’ organisation and it was the 'madmen of the north’ -
which ts what some of these leaders began to call us - who
wouldn’t allow them to be so. While the blue did not recruit
any large number of men after the recognition strike, it did
recruit men after every strike in the sixties.

[ very often think how there were men in Number Five
Control, (which was my control, with 1500 men, but there
were similar men in other controls) who were ready to give
fime and effort for a cause, the way they did, For exampile, if
there was a sirike coming off, you’d print a thousand leaflets
and say: “Let’s get these out in Birkenhead, we'll leave at six in the
morning”. They’d be there at six. The commitment was terrific
to the blue. These men had noidea of getting a jecb out of it like
those who became officials then for the TGWU. The thought
of doing something for the T&{( wouldn’t getanybody out of
bed. That was a phenomena of this time. I can’t completely
explain it. It was the result of the nature of the fight that won
that, and which brought the resolve and the capacities of
leadership that didn’t sell out.

There were many of the unofficial leaders who gave of
their best. Here, I must say a word about Bert Aylward, who
‘was the 'old man’ among us. Bert Aylward was the hardest
working man I ever met; a hard disciplinarian, but nobody
ever questioned Bert’s honesty or that he was a man of
principle. He played a big partin keeping me in struggle, and
he was a Trotskyist member at the time. Asa speaker he was
very good; [ always felt he had dotted thei's and crossed the
t's. He was very analytical and a good committee man, giving
zood guidance. Bert only drank lemonade.

{ was made a paid official of the Blue in 1967 and I must
have been the shortest serving paid official a unton ever had.
This was the time of the Devilin modernisation scheme.
This was supposed to come nto operation on the 4th
September 1967

The employers and the government were aiming to get
containerisationand palletisationand everything they called
modernisation at the expense of the dockers.

Meeting

We said the union should be opposing Devlirt and fight-
ing, as a start, for sick pay, pensions and bringing condi-
tions in the north up to those of London so that we would
not become a scab alley. Putsimply, the aim of the Devlin
Scheme was to modernise the ports for the benefit of the
employers and profit. Certainly it wasn’t to benefit the
docker’s working conditions.

Any so-called bettermentof
their conditions was in order
to get the plan through for the
reorganisation of the docks
which would cut the number
of employers, give them tight
control over labour, do away
with the Dock Labour Scheme
and drastically reduce the
number of dockers. We wanted the benefit of modernisation
to go to the workers and not to the shipowners and harbour
companies.

I called a meeting on Devlin in the Liverpool St George’s
hall. The following day I got a telegram from the Executive
Committee of the NAS&D instructing me not to attend such
a meeting, not to address the membership and to keep in line
with the official union policy on Devlin. That policy was no
different to that of the T & G - so far had the London biue
union leaders retreated under the squeeze of the TUC.

[ held the meeting in St.George’s Hall and put it to the
men: “Did they want me to address the meeting?” They unani-
mously instructed me to do so, which [ did. A few days later
[ was sent my cards by the national leaders of the blue union.
If I'd accepted that I didn’t report to the menas their official,
then they might as well have been back in the TGWU. I put
that point to the men , that the reason I joined the bilue was
that I felt that the ranks had democracy over policy and
control over officials.

[t was the blue union in Liverpool that pushed the fight
against Devlin. When the chairman put a resolution to go
back to work in the middle of the strike in 1967, it was the blue
union men who got itrejected at the meeting at the Pier Head
and the strike went on to win a number of big concessions on
conditions and wages.

When I think of the achievements of the blue unionin the
north ] think of how itbuilt the consciousness of dockers, both
industrially and politically. Anditdid haveabigetfecton the
Transportand General Workers Union; it shook the bureauc-
racy and forced them to retreat and give shop stewards in
1967.1 have no doubts at all that the struggle tor the blue was
right, There may have been wrong tactics at imes, but they
happen in cvery struggle.

I have no doubts, aiso, about being correct in joining the
Trotskyist movement. [t taught me how to think things out
politically and, as far as I have the capacity, to have a
Marxist outlook. |

Peter Kerrigan was talking to Bill Hunter. The full text of the interview is included as an appendix t0 a new book
Bill has written cailed ‘Confilict of Leadership’. The book deals with the struggles of British dockers between 1845
and 1988, concerntrating on the role of the unofficial movement.

Bill's book will be availiable later this year. We will be including a full review when it is published.
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The 415 Palestinians expelled by Israel and abandoned in 'no mans land’ on
the Lebanese borderindisregard of the most basichumanrights and the Geneva
Convention, tragically illustrates the conditions of life of the Palestinian people
who, since 1948 have known only banishment, exile, repression, refugee camps
and misery.

To-day, thereare over 13,700 Palestinian politicai prisonersin Israeli prisons and
detention centres. The overwhelming majority have had no tnal and have been
placed there under ‘'administrative internment’. Many have been secretly interned
and deprived of all rights of defence.

Since the beginning of the Intifada five yvears ago, 80,000 men, women and
children have been arrested, detained and often tortured. In all the Middle East
there are Palestinians suffering for their freedom and will to defend their people
and their fundamental rights.

Violence 1s the daily lot of the population who live in the occupied territories;
when it is not the army which attacks them they are tormented by extreme nght
wing Zionists.

Each day, the Palestinian people see the denial of their right to exist by a
multitude of procedures which recall the methods one thought to be a thing of the
past. Methods by which the Jews themselves were victims during the darkest
hours of the second world war.

LIST OF CRIMES

*The exhaustion ofthereserves of water

FOR URGENT ACTION

*The immediate return of the 415

in the occupied territories (80% of the
water supply of Israel comes trom Cis-
Jordan and Golan) |

“The expuision of inteliectuals with the
aim of destroying the Paiestinians so-
cial culture and to force the emigration
of the popuiation.

*The massive implantation of Israeii

colunies, confiscation of land, destruc-
tion of orchards, dynamiting of houses

*Looting and searching almost daily...

expelled Palestinians.
*The treeing of all prisoners,

*An end to repression, arrests and
looting.

Forthe abovereasons, wecallupon
all the defenders of human rights, all
democrats and democratic organi-
sation, irrespective of their position
on Palestinian, to build an
internationai committee to defend
Palestinian prisoners.

Such a committee could organise the following initiatives:
"Delegations to Israeli embassies 10 demand the immediate
return ot the expelled Palestinians.
*An international commission of legal experts, doctors and democrats
to inquire into the situation in the places of detention.
*Sponsorship of Palestinian prisoners.
*Meetings and assemblies in towns and cities.
*A regular information bulletin.

We make the proposal to all those for whom the phrase
democratic freedoms has meaning to join in its defence.

Marc Mennecier, doctor Bernard Meurgues, teacher 10th January 1993
Initial signatones: Rene Dumont; Claude Bourdet, journalist-writer; Gilles
Perrault, writer; Denis Langlois, barrister-writer; Francois Geze, editor, Pierre
Fougeyrollas, university professor; Michele Blanc, barrister; Gilbert Collard,
barrister; Nassan, doctor; Guy Holstein; Mourad Oussedik, barrister;
Pierre Broue, historian.

Alt correspondence to Marc Mennecier,
Boissans - 12100 Creissels, France

Women Still

Fighting

This report was taken from the

December/January newsietier

of the Women's Organisation
for Political Prisoners.

On22nd December, the women pris-
oners {(0f Hasharon Prison) held a pro-
teststrike againstthe mass deportation
of the 415 Palestinians from the Occu-
pied Territories on17th December and
refused to leave their cells for the rec-
reation period.

9th December was the fifth anniver-
sary of the Intifada, and the women
prisonersin Hasharon wanted to mark
the event with a meeting. As this was
not allowed, they celebrated by sing-
ing in their cells.

Somaiyeh Aghbariyeh, a 23 year old
Palestinian Israeli citizen from
Musmus and a second year student in
sociology in the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, was arrested on 17th De-
cember. During the first week she was
forbidden by an order to meet with a
lawyer, Somaiyeh was interrogated at
first in Petah Tigva and then brought
to Kishon Detention Centre and putin
solitary confinement.

She was questioned by four interro-
gators, kept shackled for long hours
with a sack on her head, orenclosed in
a very small cell. She wasinsulted and
threatened that she would not be al-
lowed to continue her studies. As she
was denied access to the dining room,
she was broughther food by the crimi-
nal detainees who harassed and cursed
her. On 24th December one of them
poured boiling water on Somatyeh's
arm scalding her severely. The same
day several women pumped the con-
tents of a fire extinguisher inte her
cell, nearly suffocating her. Whenshe
complained to a warden, the answer
was, “it is a pity you did not die”.

Somaiyeh requested that either a fe-
male warden or a Palestinian criminal
detainee bring her food but the next
day the food was again broughtby one
of her tormentors. Somaiyeh then be-
gan a hunger strike. The prison au-
thorities responded by putting her in
the infirmary and fed her by infusion.
On 31 December Somaiyeh was re-
leased without being charged.
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YUGOSLAVIA

There is anything but a peaceful
intention in the “peace” plan which
Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen have
conjured up for ex-Yugoslavia.

The estimated number of troops
which are needed to enforce it has

risensharply over thelast few weeks
from 20,000 to 50,000 to the highest

reported figure of 100,000. They will
be needed until the next century, in
other words a permanent army of
occupation.

Asthe UStalks of emergency food
drops and aid for the Muslims in
Bosnia they plan a dirtier involve-
ment.

They use the question of aid as a
cover for what they the intend todo
and also as a weapon in the black-
mail campaigntoachieve the “peace-
ful” splitting up of Bosnia.

The Western plan is to divide it
into “cantons.” Muslims are being
cleared out in many towns where
they are the majority.

The Guardian 3rd January com-
mented: “The obvious reason for the
Croatian aggression is that the Bosnian
Croats have received more than they
could have ever hoped for from the
Vance-Owen blueprint and are resolved
to consolidate the gains while the going
15 good.”

Croats make up 17% of the popu-
lation but get 25% of the territory.
The Muslims, 2.5 times more popu-
lous than the Croats, get about the
sameareabutdivided intotwo sepa-
rate cantons.

US IMPERIALISM

The hesitation of the US over the
original Owen-Vance plan is not
because it was concerned about the
fate of the Bosnian Muslims. As
Zbigniew Brzezinski, from the
Carter Administration days, says:
“There is little predisposition in the US
for a full-scale and potentially bloody
military intervention.”  (Guardian
25th February). While Brzezinski
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warns that the peace plan is too
much he also warns it is too little!
Heargues for early use of UN forces
including sending them to Kosovo
and Macedonia. |

To further his point he attacks the
“peace plan”. He says that in one
way or another all parties oppose
the plan and that it “simply propiti-
ates the ethnic cleansers.

“Worst, it almost guarantees further
ethnic cleansing, since all three of the
Croat cantons or provinces, and two of
the three Serb ones are contiguous to
Croatigand Serbia ... The plan thus leaves
the Muslim Bosnians (the largest eth-
nic group before the cleanings) isolated
in two pockets, confined to a territory
significantly smaller than they had origi-
nally inhabited.”

BRITISH INTRIGUES

The picture that the British press
try to convey that Major is so con-
cerned is completely false, Lord
Owen represents Britain’s and their
allies carpet baggers but also brings

Proposed division of Bosnia
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to bear the historic experience of
Britain’s colonialism and imperial-
ism. His partner in crime is Cyrus
Vance who served as Secretary of
State under President Carter .

Britain has had a continuous his-
tory of oppressing nations. The Brit-
ish troops went into Northern
Ireland in 1968 with the excuse that
they were going to protect the Catho-
lics. Twenty Five years later they are
still there, still oppressing the Catho-
lics, the republican movement and
the working class. They certainly
have no history of helping minori-
ties or small nations.

Owen goes to ex-Yugoslavia but
Britainrefuses to openits bordersto
the refugees which the British La-
bour and Trade Union movement
must demand: open the borders
immediately!

US imperialism is hesitant in de-
ciding what to d® and how to do it
The chaotic situation creates im-
mense problems for imperialism. A
great danger for them is that the

'



ETHNIC DIVISION

working class in ex-Yugoslavia will
throw off the infection of chauvin-
ismand develop their strugglesasa
class. And that means as a multina-
tional class.

STALINISM

History has shown that Stalinism
did not solve the problems that Yu-
goslavia faced. [twas firmly opposed
to linking the working class interna-
tionally and increased the national
problems. Imperialisms economic
intervention via the IMF since 1951
undermined Yugoslavia’s equilib-
rium long before the explosions.

Itisironic that for decades the IMF
has pushed for policies which in-
creased regionalism and national-
ismtied to the bureaucracy and now
they have to handle the fruits of
their work.

Under these conditions reaction-
ary nationalism was promoted.
There was ahatred against Milosevic
in the working class but the pro-
restorationist forces have promoted
Milosevic and the war. The only
unity whichcan preventfurtherslide
into war, famine, privatisations,
imperialist intervention, military or
economicis a class front of workers.
They confront imperialists and the
pro-restorationist forcesin Yugosla-
via.

There was no easy question in
Yugosalvia for the imperialists.
Some pushed for the divisions im-
mediately such as Germany others
preferred at the beginning to work
through a single state which could
control the restorationist process.

ETHNIC CLEANSING

Todav imperialism promotes the
“Nationai cleansing” by the forma-
tion of “nationally pure” cantons in
Bosnia. But the conflicts within im-
perialism have prevented an open
impernalist intervention up to now.
At the same nume they are not sure

who they will be negotiating within
the future but are compelled to find
points of support for their aims.
The leaderships of the Serbs,
Croats and Muslim seek to extend
their positions based on their con-
ceptsofrace. Inasserting theright of
self-determination of a national that
does not give the right to oppress
minorities. The rights of ail the mi-
norities have to be insisted upon the
Serbs in Croatia, the Muslims in
Bosnia and the minorities in Serbia.

MULTI-NATIONAL PEOPLE

But even now neither the cliques
nor imperialism have succeeded in
breaking up all of the old unity.
Twenty two per cent of Bosnian sol-
diers are Serbs and Sarajevo is still
defended by an ethnically mixed
population. Despite the threats of
reactionary military leaders 50,000
Serbs are still living there. Last Au-
gust when an unprotected refugee
camp was attacked by Serb
paramilitaries it was defended by
local Serbs.

It is worth recalling the ethnic mix
in Bosnia. In 1981 a census gave the
following figures: 1,320,000 Serbs,
758,000 Croats, 1,629,000 Moslems,
3,000 Slovenians, 4,000 Albanians,
2,000 Macedonians, 326,000 classi-
fied as Yugoslav, 14,000
Montenegrins, 1,000 Hungarians. [t
is against this mix that imperialism
and the cliques are hitting,.

Theonly solutionisindeveloping
the connections with workers for a
proletarian solution whichalonecan
cuarantee rights of nations and
groups within a nation. We raise
here the old slogan: “workers have
no fatherland”. It is only with an
internationalist perspective and the
struggle forinternationalism thatthe
right ot nations and ethnic groups
can be guaranteed.

Milosevicdeveloped the national-
1st card against the rising protest of

YUGOSLAVIA

the sections of the middle class, stu-
dent and working class movement.
In March 1991 there were massive
demonstrations against Milosevic.
The police and army ended it by
killing two people. This was fol-
lowed by a General strike of 750,000
Serbian workers and Milosvic met
their demands.

It was after this events that
Milosvic increased the calls for a
"greater Serbia.” And made alliance
with the most reactionary national-
ist forces.

INTERNATIONALISM

The only answer for the working
class is the development of an inter-
nationalist leadership which seeks
to reunite the splintering of the
working class in ex-Yugoslavia in
the fight for socialism and workers’
democracy. |

As Bill Hunter said:

"Internationalists who follow
Lenin and Trotsky know that the
progress to socialism can only take
place with full expression of the
national culture of oppressed na-
tions. One salient fact of today is
that in this period of imperialism's
power to dominate small nations
economically and militarily and the
international links of capital, asmall
nation is only able to realise fully its
potential in cooperation with the
workers' international revolution-
ary struggle. Otherwise it must sink
under the domination of imperiai-
ism.

Theproletarianstruggle forits part
is undermined and corrupted if its
blocks the demands for national
freedom in defence ot its supposed
owninterests. [hatisoneenormous
lesson from the history of Stalinist
nationalities policies.”
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“LUCKY COUNTRY”

Ten years of Labour Party rule has
resultedin the Thatcherisation of Aus-
tralia. Against a background of over
one million unemployed (11% of the
working population) the federal
Keating government has an- -
nounced a General election on-
13th March.

- Once described as the “Lucky

- Country” Australia has seen the
gains of its working class eroded
- withanavalanche of privatisation,
anti-union laws and cuts. With a
foreign debt of 19bn Australian
dollars (£9bn} overseas banks are
calling for more attacks on work-
ers.

However, Australians are now
beginning to fight the policies that
have resulted in the breakdown of
family life with a swelling army of
children selling themselveson thestreets
of Sydney and Melbourne.

Althoughthereisnow tobea national
election the Victorian Liberal

government of Jeff Kennett has

embarked upon a massive series of at-
tacks on workers and their families.
Within 6 weeks of his election sweeping
changesin the public sectors and indus-
trial relations have been pushed
through the Victoria Parliament. Always
having a secret agenda but never pre-
pared to reveal it 1s now the way parlia-
mentary politics are conducted in
Austraha.

We print below part of an editorial
from the November edition of RED,
produced by Communist Intervention
a Trotskyist Australian group.

“During the decade since the Bob
Hawke’s election, the Accord between
the Australian Congress of Trade
Unions (ACTU) and the Australian La-

AUSTRALIA

bour Party (ALP) government has
eroded the basic training ground of the
class struggle in workplace union activ-
ity. Atthe same time, those unions which
havedefied the Accord, the BLF and the

Pilots, have beenisolated and smashed.
In 12 days from the announcement of
the cutting of annual leave loading on
28 October to the general strike on 10th
November, unions were flooded with
new applications for membership and
the work of a decade of class-collabora-
tion was undone

“The campalgn of industrial action
againstthe Employee Relations Bill, The
Vital Services Bill, the Public Sector
Management Bill and Kennet's other
class-war measures mustbe maintained.
But these laws will not be the only
focuses of working class anger.

Stimulated by Kennet's attacks and the -
upsurge of working class opposition,

other disputes will break out against
closure of public services and enter-
prises, against wage-cutting and
sackings. All these disputes must be
supported and encouraged and united
under the slogan of Kennett has no
mandate - he must call a;new election

t

on the real agenda!

“The spectre of trade war haunts the
major economic powers of the world.
To pretend thai there is a free-trade
solutionn in this situation ic
Alice-in-Wondertand material.
Rural Australia is already bleed-
ing to death. The most efficient
wool industry in the world can
only fill increasing acres of ware-
house space with surplus wool.
Wheat growers with a minuscule
domestic market, competing with
subsidised US and European pro-
ducers can't give their product
away. Ostrich or seaweed farming
cannot save the day.

“Kennett’'s declaration of class
war is not “foolhardy”. Hewson
and Howard as well as Groom and
Kennett all understood that the
issue is to defeat the union movement
and impose drastic cuts in wages and
all benefits. If Kennett is successful, the
resulting misery of Victoria workers
will not win Keating the next Federal
election. And even if it did, the ruling
class intend to pursue their class-war
perspective. That perspective can only
be defeated by a class struggle perspec-
tive in the working class. Kennett must
be defeated by the working class.

“But Kennett cannot be defeated by
industrial actionalone. Unless the work-
ing class brings forward a political al-
ternative in the fight to bring down the
Kennett government, even an indefi-
nite general strike would be smashed
and starved out,and Kennett/Hewson’s
ultimate victory assured. The industrial
action is already underway. The need
for a socialist political| alliance to pose
an alternative to ALT class collabora-
tion and Liberal repression is urgent.”
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I Due to a lack of space in this issue of ‘Socialist Voice', we were - |
~unable to publish the second part of Audrey Smiths article
The Loyal Opposition' on the direction the Labour Party is

~moving in. We hppe to include it in the next issue of our paper.
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