No. 28

e ——————

i s %523

ROLETARIAN ~~
REVOLUTION-

Published by the LEAGUE FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

Re-Create
the Fourth International

Reagan on the Rocks

With dazzling speed, the Iran-
contra affair has thrown the Reagan
administration into a erisis and
revesled the fragility of the imper-
ialist world order. Only two years
after winning his supposedly over—
whelming electoral mandate, the em-—
bodiment of the Imperial Presidency
ig fighting for his political life.

Rambogate is not just a scandal.
Like Watergate, it is a crisis in
bourgeois democracy. As with all
recent presidents, Reagan created
his own staff apparatus within the
government to free himself from the
binds of dealing with the Congress
and even his own Cabinet. Foreign
policy was run out of the White
House basement, as Reagan sought to
overcome the post—Watergate restric—
tions on the State Department and
the CIA. Oliver North organized a
network of weapons merchants, drug
smigglers and assorted adventurers
with secret airstrips, Swiss bank
accounts and CIA dummy corporatioms.
This international web of intrigue
involving Israel, Iran, Saudi Arabia
and several Central American nations

Poindexter, McFarlane, Regan: The fall guys fall, but the Imperial
Presidency still stands.

made Richard Nixem's "plumbers” look
like pikers. Even Hollywood would have trouble match-
ing Reagan's script.

Historical Crisis of Democracy

The crisis demonstrates anew the contradiction
between democracy and imperialism. In his work Im-
perialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Vliadimir
Lenin attacked the view that imperialism was only a

bad policy that could be overcome by reforms. Accord-
ing to the social-democratic revisionists, capitalism
was becoming increasingly democratic; socialism would
inevitably result from the working class achieving
majority status under the progressive march of bour-

geois democracy,
Lenin countered with an analysis of the imperial-
continued on page 7
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International Women’s Day

Like May Day, International Women's Day arose as
a working—-class holiday out of workers' struggles in
the United States. On March 8, 1857, women textile
workers in New York City demomstrated for shorter
hours, better pay and working conditions and an end
to child labor. A half-century later, on March 8,
1908, middle-class women demanding the right to vote
joined in mass demonstrations in New York with women
from the needle trades.

In 1910, on the proposal of Clara Zetkin, the
Congress of the Socialist International designated
March 8 as a day to commemorate these struggles and
all struggles of women internationally.

Seven years later it was again women textile work-
ers who led the most important demonstrations marking
the day. This time it was not in New York but in Rus-
gia. On International Women's Day of 1917, February
23 by the old Russian calendar, the Petrograd textile
workers went on strike and called on the metalworkers
to join them. In all, 90,000 workers, women and men,
participated. The result was unanticipated by the
participants, but the events of that International
Women's Day triggered the February revolution that
overthrew Czarism.

Over the years, the middle-class women's movement
has tended to dominate the celebrations of Interna-
tional Wemen's Day and removed the working-class
content. With attacks increasing against the working
class and against women workers in particular, it is
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International Women's Day: March 8, 1917 in
Petrograd, Russia, a prelude to the October
revolution,

important to restore the proletarian content, the
struggle against exploitation. It is only through the
proletarian revolution that women can gain their lib-
eration, and only through the full participation of
working-class women can the proletariat succeed. m

Back Issues

SELECTED ARTICLES IN BACK ISSUES
No.l: The Struggle for the Revolutionary Party
No.2:Capitalism in the Soviet Union
Ne.3: Class Nature of the Communist Parties
Wo.6: The Labor Party in the United States
No.7:The Black Struggle: Which Road?
No.8:Myth of the Transitional Program
No.9:Marxism and Military Policy
No.10:Polish Workers Shake the World
No.l6:How Bcolidarity was Defeated
No.l7:Peace Movement Sets Stage for War
No.18:Trotekyism wvs. Ultra-Leftism
No.19:Black Upsurge and the Electoral Trap
No.20:Planning and Value in the Soviet Union
No.21:Left Sinks into Democrats' Swamp
Mo.23:Reagan: Capitalism's Last Hurrah
No.24: Imperialism and Soviet Imperialism
Wo.25:8.Africa: the Proletarian Alternative;
Communist Work in the Trade Unions
No.26: The Battle of Hormel; General Strike
Wo.27: Porn, Feminism and the Meese Report;
Can Gorbachev Reform Russia?
Write for a complete list. Price: $1.00 per
issue; 920.00 for a full set.

PROLETARIAN
REVOLUTION

Published by the Socialist Voice Publishing Co. for
the League for the Revolutionary Party.

Editorial Board: Walter Dahl, editor; Evelyn Kaye, Sy

Landy, Eric Nacar, Bob Wolfe.

Opinions expressed in signed articles do not
necessarily represent the viewpoint of the LAP.

Subscriptions: $5.00 for eight issues; $10.00 for.
overseas airmail. Back issues $1.00 each.

Make checks or money orders paysble to Socisfist
Voice. Send to: Socialist Voice, 170 Broadway,
Room 201, New York, NY 10038, USA.

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE
Workers currently on strike may subscribe to
Proletarian Revolution at the special rate of $1.00.
Please use the sub blank on page 11

PAMPHLETS FROM THE LRP
An expanded list of pamphlets published by the
LRP and Workers Revolution of Australia is now
available. See page 12 for details.







