" PROLETARIAN
REVOLUTION

Published by the LEAGUE FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

Ty w23

Summer 2000
No. 61

Re-Create
the Fourth International

Bush/Gore:

by Boh Wolfe

This year's ruling-class charade
known as the presidential election has
been a crashing bore. With months of
campaigning left, polls show that voters
are even more turned off than usual.
Bourgeois journalists attribute this to
the personalities of the leading candi-
dates, Tweedle-dulland Tweedle-dumb,
two preppie sons of established political
families who give the term “mediocri-
ty" awesome new dimensions. More-
over, aside from temporary tactical
moves, both candidates have tried to
hug the political center, so the issues
that divide them are relatively few.

But the lackluster character of the
campaign is in reality attributable to far
deeper economic and class conditions
rather than personal liabilities. This
article will address these factors in
recent history as well as the present,
We also point to two additional factors
that must be taken into account. First,
there are signs that the slowly accelerat-
ing pace of working-class struggle could
reach the point where it affects ruling-
class strategies and thereby the election.

Is There a Lesser Evil?

Al Gore and friends, Los Angeles police brass. Democrats and Repub-

licans unite with cops to aftack working-class and oppressed people.

“IT’S THE ECONOMY, STUPID!"”

Second, while the campaign offers great material for
comedians, it is no laughing matter for the working class.
Workers at home and abroad face even more devastating
attacks from whichever of these contenders wins the imperial
presidency and thereby takes leadership of the world's
dominant bourgeois state.

Bill Clinton in his first campaign trumpeted the theme,
“It's the economy, stupid.” Bush and Gore know that the
character of this year's election has been determined by the
level of prosperity in the U.S. Calculations about which layers
of the population share in that prosperity are crucial to their
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LRP/COFI Report

STRUGGLES AGAINST STATE TERROR

The LRP has prioritized the fight against police terror
and the racist criminal “justice” system in areas where we
have active supporters, including New York, Washington,
Chicago and now Minneapolis. Events we have attended have
shown the potential for a fighting movement. But misleader-
ship has either held back that potential by limiting protests,
as in New York (see p. 40), or has simply refused to carry
out any protests at all, despite persistent acts of racist police
terror, as in both the Chicago and the D.C. area. Our bul-
letin for mass working-class action against police terror was
favorably received at events in Washington, New York and
Chicago, including conferences and rallies for Mumia Abu-
Jamal. (Write for this bulletin or check our website.)

On June 22, Black inmate Shaka Sankofa (formerly Gary
Graham) was executed in Texas. The process was televised in
excruciating detail. Shaka, who had transformed himself into
a conscious fighter against racism and repression, resisted his
executioners to the last instant. The LRP has joined in a
number of demonstrations to stop “this state-sanctioned
murder,” as Shaka put it. We must heed his words and take
forward the struggle to abolish the racist death penalty.

The LRP has also been steadfast in attending and build-
ing for protests against the U.S. attacks on the people of
Vieques, Puerto Rico (see p. 20). We believe that workers in
the U.S. must consistently oppose “our own” country’s
imperialist attacks on Puerto Rico.

Forging the broadest solidarity on Vieques is not served
by the sectarian behavior of the Vieques Support Campaign
toward others in the struggle. The Campaign called an emer-
gency public rally against the U.S. Navy in Vieques on June
22. But they expelled supporters of the International Group
(1G) from this protest, for raising chants like “Mobilize the
Working Class to Stop the Bombing in Vieques!” The LRP
joined the IG’s chants and came to their defense. The
Campaign hacks behaved in a completely unjustified and
threatening manner. It is no way o build a movement.

As well as attending the D.C. protests against the
IMF/World Bank in April, the LRP is planning an active
revolutionary intervention at both the Republican and Demo-
cratic Convention protests this summer.
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We are also organizing new study groups and forums in
New York, Chicago and Washington. Please get in touch
with us to get involved with our discussions and activities.

WASHINGTON LRP

In Washington we participated critically in planning
meetings for the protests against the IMF and World Bank.
We stressed that a successful protest, like that in Seattle
against the WTO, would require mass mobilization by the
unions. This in turn would require a political fight against the
pro-capitalist and pro-Democratic Party union bureaucracy,
which did not want masses of workers in D.C.

Despite our political opposition to the dominant perspec-
tive of the planners, LRPers from D.C., Chicago and New
York intervened intensively in the “Al6” protesis to try to
win radicalizing youth to a revolutionary program. As we
report in our article on page 10, the main rally on April 16
was a flop. Another key event was the march against police
repression on April 15, led by the Workers World Party
(WWP). As it became clear that the march was being led
into a police trap, LRPers attempted to warn other militants
to avoid unnecessary arrest. Unfortunately as a consequence
of the cops’ thirst for repression and WWDP's tactical
foolishness, several hundred people (including bystanders)
were arrested for no good purpose.

NEW YORK LRP

At City College, we were heavily active around the trial
of the police killers of Amadou Diallo. We held our own
forum, and then when the verdict exonerating the cops came
down, we organized a successful teach-in on February 29, in-
viting as many groups and individuals as we could. (We note
that the campus IS0 rejected any cooperation out of hand.)

One speaker at the teach-in proposed a rally against
police recruitment on campus. The LRP took the lead in
building for this event. On March 2, about fifty students and
staff members gathered to march to the NYPD recruiting
table. The college administration had warned the cops in
advance to take the day off, given the Diallo verdict and the
subsequent murder of Malcolm Ferguson. But police recruit-
ment on CUNY campuses is ongoing. Further action is
needed, since the city aims to recruit more cops of color to
touch up their image.

In the hospital union, the June Delegate Assembly of
1199 was solely and obscenely dedicated to pushing through
a dues increase. LRPers focused on a different matter: we
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