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Myth and Reality of the Transitional Program

This formula, ‘workers’ and farmers’ government’, first
appeaged in the agitation of the Bolsheviks in 1917 and was
definitqW¥p accepted after the October Revolution. In the final
instanccogidzepresented nothing more than the popular designa-
tion for "§MFWyeady established dictatorship of the proletariat.
The signifetNe-Raathis designation comes mainly frgii@he fact
that it undSelySaBaita idea of an alliance betweg i LRvroletariat
and the peaseigBv@mhich the Soviet pQIdsiey

When the (@JutiilcloBdiathe epigefiSd tried 10 revive the
formula buried (@S GT e Ro Wit D alvd etsteledlaiatorship of the
UISENSRIBER T B asantry’, it gave to the formula &ilic ‘workers’
HRIVRET IS e rnment’ a completely different, purel QelEntes
cratic', i.e., rgeois content, counterposing it to the diclelials
ship the proletariat. The Bolshevik-Leninists resolute
gatcted the slogan of the ‘workers’ and peasants’ government’

e bourgeois-democratic version. They affirmed then aa(!
clitlgeilitane that, when the party of the proletariat refuses step’
STl OGNt sic.democratic  limits, its  alliance GG
peasantry is simply turnC BT OR RNy @A irt], as was the
case with the Mensheviks and the JJdarEiRIA i 1onaries in 1917,
with the Chinese Communist Party in 19; , and as i1s now the
case with the ‘People’s Front' in Spain, France and other
countries.
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Editorial

Fhe praurrection of thr Fourth Imtesndonnal & the croeal
task {acing the wen ld proleyun Troukyam onee cepresmied
the clarion rall 1o wortaham and revolsen. [ was an enoam
promsing proietanan alwtoative w o relormom Seabmizem sved
altoeker forme of ¢late collabaranon Today, the grim parssis
of Trutskysn thas passm for us conermeation wenls a diltesent
pettle for the same old vincgar  In Uhes sdue we are pabiihoag
an zrocle “Myth and Realny ! the Transtional Progam,”
detigned 10 restore the srgmal sevoluteiaty ceatent ol the
Fourth intermativnaly gogram and stnp away decadey ol
refgrmis misinesrprerarion and malpractioe

Acthe ¢ nas of capilalism grows deeper the trighicned wen
Lrists preant (o the advanred warkers char theu salvaion Jies
i rearbing the more backward workers by moderanmg every
revoluisarany stesgd Bnd blurnng resoluton o rebony
The thallrmark of Lenimasm has always been 1o win sech wark-
ery by gresenning 8 sharp revolutionary aiternative, a riras way
e ol oa wiserable smuanan 0 which wockers realize that the
mrimde rate ;mh:in they listened 1o in the fast have ail faile=d
It emvprrgast. the German soclabiszs in the P35O0 moed L 1hie
subt o order 10 win the mise frarful sections of the workung
ared middle elasses. As g result, many af these derinified the
lefL mith theis problems and turnet o he Nazs who derea
grgieally presented themselves as a rasical solunion w theorss
of capitalism

“Mwth and Realiry of the | rarspmnal Progeam”™ L afe ard
pan 0 the stuggle 10 see that this Bollry dosy o repeat
sell. The artick was the produce ef an mieme dsrmuon
withen the ranks of the League for the Revolutipriary Farty
whicll publishes Sveiglist Force The discussion was extenced
twes 2 long time period because we could nor mppend o
othet ongomig acavities. As 2 result, this veue a the first to ap
pear after a vear's delay We apologuc 0 vur reades for the
leng ietrupaon, whimately due to the wnall se ol vur group
i pelation 1o the tasks it mse peform W do et apshagis
far these problems since dhey are moz of ous mabing, pod <an
we by our actinnd alime fundamepsatly clunge them. The

publistung delay u enly theup ol thr wobeig

The rmormnoas debeats sofleed By the warkong flau ncatds
the counterrevolutionary strumph of capatalism in the USSR
i The Tare rl:'|||'”l-|l TI!F' :m;;h"qg waf prﬁlfil!l]“ et laat et o0
the wake of Warld War 11 and the devrunion of ar
Arnerian ieft duting the MoCarthy petwd have oll taken then
it A mapr ronseguenee was e dechine and fall ol ohe
Fuougth Thrermational, whech orpresesied the comamay ol
Matsn and Lemdnism on s waoth] scaie The working <las
has secavered Trom o defears, hor o ras por yer eocted
thrsugh all the lessons and reestablished 1o imrermavonel
parey of tevalution. Bebubdarg chat party s ibe central task ol
the LEI's



Spartacist Chauvinism

The Spartacisi League hay pur on recard ane of rhe mos
despicable positions any radical group has ever got irsell ines
Readers of Socialise Foree will recall our repon of a speech
made in Jangary [977 by James Robertson. the Sparttacisis’
fonder and natlonal chainman, in whick he dehivered some
extraordinanly cynica: chauvinist msulis The Spamacres
anginally covered up che scandal, then called our aceount a
fravd — but finally admitied the wheic thing and ook pride
wnoin Fher latest attitwde s even more sevealing chan
Roherisan’s p-e-rfm‘m.‘mcr. el F

In his speech Haoberison sneered Al various natjunalities
andd the waorkiog chasses of several countries be had juse visived.
We poirted aut that Robertsom's condaeer was not only on
beitevabile but inexensahble for even a psendo revoiunonary
We avorded treating the ssue n the wav the Spamacsts
themsalves love to do, as a choice morsel of gossip about an
vpponent, but we explained Robertson™s performance as an
abervant outgroweh of the Spartacises middle-class politics
We further dernonstrated tha: the Spanacise League acase out
nf aspecific tendeney i the peoy bourgeoisie witlt au allinicy
1o the wirkd view of the labor arscccracy andd o comempe for
national bbreration struggles in parescular,

For a year and 2 hall, the Spartacist League made no reply
1o our article — quite understandably wishing thar the
memory of rheir leader’s puhli( pverﬁ:-mance would jqust go
gway exCEpL Lo Sugyedt in am answer o oo lester that pus
—enunt was a tetal Tabdcatinn. I you believe what you read
apout the Spartacist League i1 Secodi? Foice . you will love
vhe Protocals of the Elders af Zion 7 Last fail, however, the 51
ilecided 1o stop stomewatling and jumped headiong into the
frav. An article in Warkers Fanguard of Occober 200 14973
sepriited some of Robertsou's comments as quated by Socradest
Force and thereby acknowledged thar they were substanually
acourare, Here s the anginal passage from Soctalls Force Mo,
' The excerpts omitted by Workers Manguard are italiczed
tor reference laver in this articie

Roherson sdelivered a series aof chauvinist epithers tha
insuleed the revaluctonary capacities of the working clase
everywhere aml denigrated almost every non-white, non-
American and non-English speaking people that gat ine his
way. His theme was to Mame the working masies for the
weak state of the revalutonary movement.

Robertson warmed up with the sneeving comment that
the VFietnamese victory over imperialism wos a ‘‘Ing deal”
and twal “mod really as dmportand as the defeat of the
workers in Indonesia becouse "not many people live in
Indochina.' After this cavalier dismizssal of 56 million
Mmdachinese people and a siruggle which has had enormow
consequences for imperialism, he really pol poing,

“The Greek popularion exists by selling its children or
setling Swiss watches o one another”

Albania, the only “workers state” Robertson saw [it m
menilon, was a mation of “geat-Tuckers." '

“Morthern Europe is dripping with fat," so the workers
of this region can be ““bought off with stipht adjustmenty,”

Simﬂa'rf}r,, the _furcign norkers in theie Cﬂﬂﬂfr‘iﬁ‘ can alie be
bought off and when deported would “only end up sup-
porting popular frants.”

Canzda was not worth considering  {although  he
Spartacist tendency has 2 group in that counery) because it
isonly the “iringe on the surrey extending fifty miles north
uf the U5, border.” Non-Eoglish speaking North America
iMexico and Quebec, unth the most advanced class struggles
on: the continenl) was specilically ignored in this walk,
which was supposed to deal with the world revelutionary
setting.

As for the 115, the one counlry where Robertion believes
that Trolskyum hai an “unbroken tradifion,” it oo "is 4
jaded country' which, like Northern Europe, "drips with
far if you exclude the Negro (sic) from the sratistics.” But
Robertson saved his vilest spleen for the American Blacks:
“The black population burned down the ghettoes and Qs
row waiting for the Jews 1o come back and open up the
drug sires”” High prices charged by storekeepers in the
ghetto were attributed 1o the fact that "black kids rip them
off.” And that was his entire analysis on this subject, from
beginning fo end,

To which Workers Fanguard added: "Whew! Neoone s
safe, o seems, from the 5L's acid comments,”

Pespire the 5L s evident pride mosuch “one-hiners, personal
nbservaNions ang esocative images that make a good speech,”
and despice the edivors’ inabdicy o charge Socialist Foice with
risquoting Rebertson, the Workers Fanguard picce s chok
lull of epithets [ike "slander " "distorted accounr,” and “Big
Lie” directed not paly at Socilist Fadce and the LEP b
alsz at several ather polinteal tendencies ericical of the 5L A:l
the critics are lumped topether as one "Anti3pariacost
beague' amalgam led, aceording 1o rhe slewths of Workers
vanguard, by the Sociabist Workers Parcy. Bue 1he arnalgam
Lannot conceal what e S1Lowas rrying ro obscute ot wharges
wrre acoutate. 5o much forthe Fratacols of Lion

“Truth” and Diplamacy

We prefer nor o spesulate 2t length as 1o why the Spar
tucasks  eveniually decided o publicly defend Roberison's
garbage. The sory of the speech had not died dowd since the
publication of vur prignal amicle, for a wape ol Rabertsons

talk was published sficrwands by the Commumst Cadee group
{see Socalut Volce Moo 7). In addidon. our armticle was
reprinted almost completely {and without informing us) by
the Workers Sovialist League, = rival of the Sparaciss in
Hrtaim For this reason, and because Robertson's ehitisy form

rof pacism e linked (o e Spariacisr League's polisics, the 51

has been forced 1o try o pur the best possible face gn the
matter. ln doing o, they have creaved a few new red hermings
ter draw acention away from the real potineal questions We
turs our atention 1o these fime belore addressing the main
ihsues.

| The Sparacist League alleges that s opponents jthe
amalgam) “maintain diplomaric silerce”™ an cheir differences
with each other and write "indistinguishable” articles apaing
the 31 Uhis is a stupid beo As P Sociglist Vorce has cver
neglected o peint out our differences with other groups! In
parucular. o our article on the Commumst Cadre pamphlet,
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TR 1Y - -r;i._J! LHTIE Lo .lE'.&.rJh.!‘!g rhuet SrgdTmigaTian fer |4hng Lo
the lagiral combuatsn the Pablone thisories if shares sath the
w1 while cavebulls puanims aue the differences beowees the
LA S gh]l.tl_n

Woremeer, asale Bam shae pamphiler oot aur pwes atichs
- b woitings Base ihers heen ahouwr the speech rzan the
Scaprarisy (nd andinonguishabie: None The bulk of 1He
prgaiicd left Dmoiwting che SLoend the WP grinred the
sadzhished 3 vounes, even ailer ine pamphier wat prodteed o=

Jamaars 130T Anvgroup that 2oubied our repartent e ount
qentd have dzmandel d copy of the Sparfacnty tape rpconding
cf d=e apeech but nane did  Toe specih o blasant example
o Amenirza chauvinam wat 4 Ao o the ensice beft imothis
RTINS wer thee raical Feoups mured g csruciam, were
wiling i glr{g!ﬁ: sbout w an privair bue el r go omdhallenged
i pigbiber, Tht s wheze "diplosaanic ulerices were, on the pan
Gl ooz othe SLoand s AT =
2 The Spariacias harge thar their oppotiene: atiack orly
A= nrelaing marerial shar the 51 |lru|lurt‘: and ignore the
P s 1] -r*.oliqi[al questing the shoe 15 on the other
fsar Before durme and 2loer 10 srmicie we Save [mkml.c'.zl:d
adaanidt #he greliees af the 5L as @ Ji with ather lefs 1en
drnees Dregquentiy  In Sadmdst Varde fon 4 wr pubiehed 2
pravoi-by posoa eefuraian ol the Spana iss pamphley slagrung
CiEoshaw WMot Ethe UREE w Aol Capaahs
b2 ahar foel dhe Spacnadii Leagie chuves o m@pend o'
it jeshimez? ard thereteds salemies?! The Bussian qurestion,
=Mt B oAe and (hey agree o the cereral Gaie Ol the Jay?
(== mmams practics] neses moche dass cegese tha dvide ast
WMo oenno ke depoet of Hobermiad s speerh o and inen ondy 1o
e gueszre ol chir chauveiae remarks (heneelves, oot our
inderd Boprkern Uanguard’: niiatios
ul v goeoting odatcd et s political commenis o0 e fame
srRieT R ane peragraphs it quoted {7 anv rezder can mow
o= By teferling haaw o she aueted pasage a4 +he Teinming
Giothm arneler i order we leave the sapresian 1har ot
cuitage ey hard co owrsimm ansd ner the  eeress of the class
e ld Néeatess 1o sav, the Ta Jengohusr paluie al srearmen
Fribe 81 e dppedred o ohe rest of the s le was sturliousty
Murr pdacal iowaedigr,

AR pm g S e

renited. Mole arpdomatioadena s
1§ Dr olerite

T Hesbsirgsnn ¢ Tgormds i hmil Mark Romisell e vk provedenit ot
i sifung langvige spwins the eatwied! piesouons o
pracpreatly evervhode the SIogues Fuaes hunese and G
mans To thuy 1w answer musk bemade Seounig lingeage in
e can be perfectly correcs W wie i freguestiy and e
bz o of thote who ndist on enly polite crrms. {of we are
tealing with questment of haman wedvs] and oot sbsnaction
W hais she suling vlas and thse wie 3id shem. and we dhow
iF et 3:'5;1]:,1}_7 |}u— ﬂi."‘-'"'l"f"‘ aul ﬁpprtu.ur; ol hurn:m'w
wrong laigusze van have wa dur effea. Bul wsting o n
Liparage she peapims ob dee sdwanced coummes o oan
hiseorical epoch i whach pnpenabamre ang rattpndl genocidr
ate rict unheand nf o guite armther theng  haoecially soming
o (he deadsr ol 3 U S based pobinial rendency. 1o e
-rl.gh'u: aiticie we guoted Lerin o5 the wgnilstance af wch
senaiaiey an the par of “great patica’ chauvinpu

“Wathine  holds  up the deselopment  and
srengthening of praletarign class salidariyy o
much as national mnjistice  “offended’ natinnals
are pal yentitive 1o anything W much a4 w0 the
freling of equality and the violence of this

eqitality, il only chrough aegligence o pest — w
she viplation of that equaliiy by their orolearian
comrades.” (“(hn the Quesnon of Mationalites ar
Autonoraizazion © Decembier 51, 19282

At we werad alvy | emans o idaon

“Anvhody who does not vaderstand this has not
grasped the eeal proletarian acticade to the
satienal gueson, be bs ostill essentially peiey
bourgenis in hiz pownr of view and is. therefore,
sure (o descend to the bonrgeois poing of view ™

Serondly blars fasihe Spastaosia poresopt ) did oo Onink
Fromedesdunring we "mational nasroewrindednes " of his uwn
peaple. the Gemman:  Bal what did Bobertzen have to 42y
abgut b coumiry! The L8, he claimed i she anbysountry
s a “contnasus Leniman Trosskws cradoian embodeed in
rrganaabon dand a radre” oaee (he thoyoes. Thia boan he
asczibred  tor the pistec o Wl W eery poweriul, ime
prozinticalls bawid bovargern enos racy which allowes the
Ameqican Teomskroe 1o he the oy snes wha  recequedd all he
Ylows, hadwmake 3l i poitiea! responses had (e deal woh
all the queéstiors thpoughout the whole perud  He overlpaked
el Tacz tha: Amencan Tioohy s, plecuels becaose wl rhe
tegrmong impeoabem of the 15 0 have not bad to face
aatigngl opmEewan o iedear n o war, Raberizony Hpech o
wself an smacaven ol ene 2 che censmquenem. Tieuaky
wammed e Amencan pasts anothe LN dhoot the aamow
prepdicrs i wds develnping s 4 tesule ol do dilficuly in
aefrpmrramg de latmr avismratn and madidbe dlaws Base
Impepalivm the wiiere of the prviieges, had taken us toll i
the Amencar =ssking elass [roeerma of peivaswe dhaesiaim,
THal v " Lenvingae Tortahenr vadian” thit Robersan o
her to. no the zeal one

v Woerkerr Vanguard bergisr Sacalar e lar ool
T g thar Rabeisnn s abwesvanon abuow Albanian
“gean Jutkeer wat & gihe aganad che Maono wne ol whym
maw levek to Albana for stvebiaivoary leadenhip ai, @ & ful
bow up Spartacot anede hay 2, 7 she sangiard of B
progeea T T woa lame eacuse Indesd sich Naosui are
loglah w wanskdar w backward & counry ar thelr ouiaisy
wrrmié | B na e feadaly than iog ".r.nl;r.uﬂ and then
Pabioite ilh who padge Albanis oo be o wothery wole because
il iy patonalized properiy ana l'u!lh! Vaavipnuraer MPares 4
trai waither stae ne maer bew degearraed. o sodecd o
vonguard of Reman propros. chat nowhy roemlutienano
wuhd give thert love i its defmee The SLotnsaly Masaws
ard the worleoag siani by prawng ¢ ‘worhery’ gate” than b ol
Ml PIogTelve thea i.':iﬂ'l'lll.u‘ﬂ- And 1t |ar cur wipposed
dipuiuon, the fact temainis thal Robertion a gile igsciied the
Athaniza peaple not the Manlin

Hoberison's beleef that the “goat [uokers dniibuton g dure
o Mare wose far unproved “We have had cur comeades
chechang * he reports Good. one can haedly shink of 2 me
appropeate singnment  for fpartacdl  fesgarchert, o o
seminisceot ol ten yeat olds reading gress beeracuse N ding
wordi Bul Workers Vangustd wab too -mpateens 40 wail fa:
thew fressshie §ivsecnnd aricde gubied a0 iengeh from 3 Sook by
Havelooh Eillss sialeng thet "boaaliy Nosinbes amuny
priminteee peaplies and amaong peasgrey” {FHa appean 1o have
v louked Tworkery sates”T) Why this celeieno st Something
had 1o be fornd 16 babeer a chicap and cawdey slsnser So here
we Rave the reasonihg of Spariscstqabousght primiive



peoples wys ene authoaty, have sex wih ammals, Albania o
3 promieee couniey, Albama hay ot of goans therelote
Albaria 3 a nation of “gost-fockers * And o Mars dids’t s
s, T should have. Nest guesion,

Black and White Rights

5 Warkery Vanguard charges thar “our opponcnts are 468
wied to mendacinosness thal (hey assurne everyooe ele o
ron and tha the Spartaciss Criikgd are gudhty of “wupegh
impating 1o B the ruphr_‘nustli; style ¢ haraciensu of the beh
press That o Workerw Fanguard mssd on berng taken
frerally, nor fypuratively, snd demands the same eritenon fo
Hoberinens speech For example. Rolensons  referrnoe
iguoting Trom the Communist Cadre paaphlet) o "a blach
popralation which said "Why wait® and proceeded o bum
dowty thesr own gheitves and ey’ te soll waueg fon sene Jruﬁ
1 carmr Dack and upeT thor drugstored” ie p;lnwd all by the
i oae Trank” ralk and Toeral fact "IUe now preiey — 's st
wrue T AT you have vodu s Ttake o dove Through the areas of
Deiretr that wers burned out an 1987° —  look, wno
drugeorrs And a plines o aptached thao teaufics o the b
e of bwldinge

'h ]
-
"
s

-
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Sogrrocists contempraaut disemizssal of the dlack
unrtrge of the 7960% /s pafnied off as “Ffrank " talk

Mice Ly, totoncades Spartacises, bur w docsa’s work, W

Roberrsan speaking liverally when he called the Albamans
“poat-fuckers P L 2lmost appears char e was aving
establish a statsucal facc: under the rondinons al the
fourtie s yvear plan the prodactonof geais is still the proincrpal
souvity 1o Adbania.” Workers Fanguard quores him s sapng.
wongue presumahly n cheek. Bue we have been told 1o put il
euphermisam atide and face the lacr. A the SL i3 awar#,
goat prenlustion is indesd mamtamed by the fucking of goaw
— bur an'y when performed by other goats Robeitson wa
harcdly speaking Heerally, He wat juse having his drny hctle
wrke

Similazly  Roberiton was nor speaking lierally gm0 b
refeieete to blacks burming down their own gheones. Buy
zmer Warkers Yanguard <laims (o see anly the lieral truth, we
will iransiate nto plain English, What he meant was " Look a0
those idiots who didn't have the enae nor ro destioy their own

hormes And they have o have 1het Jews Teopen the stores

begause rhey aren’s capable of duing it themselves ™ Mo, this =
not ruphomism bue pure racpm

tn an adganing article. Warkers Vangrard chate to defend
the itervention al “an SL spokesthan’ st g Sorum held by the
Brvplutonacy Socialise League in March of 1978 wha |abeled
Jammea vhe lumpen caginal ol the world, * How dees the §1
deferal thoey Tone boer ™ ? "It o an cmpincal (381 thar the
lumpeaprvictanan pepuletion of Jamaica s huge.” The
evdenee given s the high rate of unemployment lover 20
pereemty and the presalerne of nonandustnal workees
Fishermen puuers marijuana cracers, washer women and
bar guils aee biged Bu the unemployed are noL necessarily
lumpen, nor are the accupanong histed exoope for druy
desbng  The Spanacisiy’ “emipirical” proof falls to the
# rona ik

Buen af the facts proved whie the SL clams, they say
nothisg abouwl the mghty iorerpretive rerm lumpen codebad”
net ahogt rhe rest of the world, whose lumpen population
Jamasan prosumably dwarls The whole argunient pioves
guite a dilferent paine the S04 familiar cametnpe far che
s appiressed layess ol the proletariat a5 well o Machs

Robermson printed 2 tecter in the December 13, 1975 Hork
#ri Panguard to make she came wrt of trivial, ' facrual’ pamg
]_-it enincizes the ' wiherwise accurare™ Spanacist  article
tor  repoenbing . withdur  comment a moguoranen  hy
Soqalfur Foree of what Besacd abeut the Grrehs Fos ward was
ihid they “rapom,” ner sell ihor chuldeen. Ha purpoae, he
R clamms was o peatedl agaimt (8 (sl w8 desasiation
thethe conirtry™ and agams the lary that “wronmma nercewirs
cumpels the young people w emiprare. * Again Roberon was
s=_*ppo&:=d]:.- apresking foerally and waris the tecard set st szl
Qe avevent. he complainy  transfomed hs pam
“Ebhenen

Let us quete (from the pamphie agsin — wr Base nooather
souren e fhe Spartacen sbll ave boopimg thor rapo o
shemacives ) whan Roberson had vossy abows rthe Farrels

L]

“And then theee™s the Meditrrranean hiun
Goreecr. Iherin, Dualy, and, in wme waws,
Yugaslavia — where capitalism is qune weak
~where the main expore durning the period of (he
croominic boom has been (8 own sons inid the
induserial apparatus of North and West Euvope.
..} One can describe the pegion as geperally
rumuliguus s the revolutionary sense  J don’
sav 4 true revolucionary suuatian, cevtainly mol
in geoctal . .

“Greece is going through one of it usually
rare periody winee rhe Metaxas dictarorship of
14%3, 1n which it s possihle {or the masses o come
out retn the sreets and argue, "Which of the two
Communst or three Maoin parnes do you
wapport?’ And they du it in the hundreds every
aight. You kpow, ity an interregnum between
dictatorships in & cownry that again chronically
consias of exporting 3o children and selling
evpentive wristwaichey to each other. And I'm
not sneering, because alter you've been o Tel
Aviv and Jerosslem it is goddama good o gel to
Athens, F'lf rell vou shatl [ 3 gianf step up! ™

W grant Robertson ho “raposting” heense by chan i all
we grant. Mog oseeening? Why, wha sould possibb hase
thoughe sod O course Tie s snecring — waly he avures s he =
snCCriTig even mare al the Jews Trl Awie aned Jeousabem
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phge a1 the Achemians Hi o real solisval pont o thaz vhe
working classes of coaminies ke Gosece Sre Lapelest thoy oo
c:pibi;r of revciutiopany umull Bur have no caparuiy for
setioay | evalupenary potines As we seponies [rom hus apecch
pand Workery Fanguand excedd) . he thinks forenin workers
frum Southern Furape have no goa! hut the popular Troms
More euactly, eo guote the pamplilet agam smue our ascoun
mijwed the rract Aasar Yo the prreenn sibination sl seonsmi
iffienlty an Wee Eurepe iher have 2 wory edsy sur they
sl deport el gadtarbeiedd. theis guest workers. back to
vrir pative villages where they po and geteam for the progputa
frael 7 1 that s nol snecring. what e CFrank” calkd An
Cevpoanve  rmags oo Yes evachlive aidy ol Roberisone
guntarpt for peanle less prvileged than himaet!

We note that Raberomon dad et iy to conegt i gibie alout
the Goeeis' seiling waie hed th ooe anather Ty this too mieant o
e taken bicerails as avrwal conorere Taot ! Do Roleitsan
Phe Marxse really wish re deteid rhe adienlouy notoon ehae
vaiug 1o creaicd by the mulaple cirduliion ol commedilies:
Theauthor of this sem of eC0norse wisdinn l.'l.'rll'l[_llllllll the. wem
rmade gibhersh aur of s commeny I fars i was polineal
gibbersh onher wav Al enther wav 10 was o chauvias pul
i wor 8 prensst aganer the living eondinons of the masses
pragunm war desastauen, a3 Robrnsom now clawms (nocheng
of the imd was o the ofigina) speech ) | Kobensan wichies 1o
retradt hu snrerng he oomors than weleame o oo ot he
L RTIW FOV @ Ay wath nreniling o CEroiesT e gever anade amd
Phasgaig s with AUpRTesUnE B

Fer Robrriann wacsiar ceving o wmpatiiie winh the Greeb
jroule His compmeal was ineddt to wunedl theftl ae perry
bnritgenn_ hachwant and dkittien The misw af everburdened,
pevenir-nnchen workers and peazsing 1 wdentilied winh the
Liark matker streer husilen, guss as the 5L warned the
Jamawar woarkang clas Inwey iyer o umpen with a flick of
# pen Roberae i Blanung the maney o whas be w3 4y the
intutabor ferutn gl diceactrahep in Greecr . 0 him they arr
incapabic of cvoiveanary cofsuioustics T he whole odthurs
e S .r_|1_lr. bk at=rd" & AL Al s tewardi vhe warid
ehererz i Sparacnt pEaitiee ey prewese e she truch bt
2 gmioied svrrupn o which sppran s the wuth o the
o sluml gl ]‘vfn n"ll lhr |_l f- Hﬁlllllg\llﬂ [‘.‘H‘ lfii pur;rmc
nl Raheirwin s IE12er wan ba rover up thr enneent af s racmt
speech belund ihe charge that % was osepresenicd by
Srragiar Faoige

Tha Brings wa o the cenral point im pelitics of 1he
Spanarn bragie The Spanacist ling teday 5 o denouncre
thir EHEUD Lptngy ar ‘armlens mshbursis ol fromscraced
wilefive” Caged by Tlomjen rage.” ax 1t fum Waorkers
Fanguard asicle puy 11 Dntetestingly enaugn his was it
alwavs the 5L position At the time of the sprmngs in che
Uk, che Spareacss comidesed themselves pant of and n
Il sclidariny wich the black movemeny agams: cop brutality
artl ghetto condituns. Rubeitsen hinmelf anrempted 1o play 4
tale e delense ol the Flarlern riotof 164 In November | 865,
AP rAcEl gagadse winte at lengeh abow ‘the pasicipaien
v Sparacin alans among organized pulitics! movements, in
the cawse of the Negro people during the riows,.." a far cry
from their ¢urtene denunciations. Today the Spartacists sneer
at Lhe guppars hy the LRP and athers for black self-defense in
rhe rats CTE their aaly real eeule 13 0o woesen the qualiey of
hiwin e ghetzoss, 3y Lansdy coubdn t care less ™ (Sy Lamdy,
swhose picture accompanied the Workers Vanguard diatmtie,
w natianal sevretary of the LRP and an editor of Secmiid
Forpeh

Ir =he cour al' 3 decarde Roberpram and che Spamdeisy
have lexmed nee nody that vpprewsin oppresses s thes
it ot i thest reply v the LRP - buralie thae wifdelense by
the Uppresed will grt norwhizee and chac oppressos 100 have
demacrans nghts tha mus) be safrguasded’ Broouse we hane,
noy saken the wame path down che woad of apalegencs b
Paentfin, Whe®s e 30 LA b Blscral JTIIIE.IIII-‘-_! angd =i Thr varp
amF afiesr ul of amt TEAryeg They are wiong <il Lasthy
Wr oasc onalefialits  pod moralise, and ther=ioer
wildlle coneermrd ahour ike macena condiucsd of lije al ihe
mawes  Lhe black uproings did Ao simply P30 down
Arugsiurey | ey were ihe ghuel materizl force behand ahe
concmgnng tar e rrastes weie ahle e owring e oo
enpigitkss datine 1 ne srries T e inasses far maee than 2 e
civtl nghss and catinnaliet raders 'fr:g.*nr.nr-e‘f the bam.rgeosie
it cuncesbions. (dee TThe Biedd Stiugele  Wihaoh He #il
Powiay? " 0 boeeafiy Porce Noo 571 The Spartarmssd aur
unrdersond scmething of the black grogele. ba wedas they
lewrte Histaey (o odnparage gEnUine Mass MOvemEL Ny

Phe poiitical il that the rwo Sparisog amivies defe e
st yociferously s (ke "ng_hl. tarxist. of the Scuwrh Aipran
whuter The goesiion fire came op of the docesion progn
foilowing Roberson's forem. when an LEP speakel frorm the
Thowor (nien ideneefied o soch e the Commaunet Cadoe pam
phies) asked “l seems o me thar ane of the halirarks ol
yuur rendeney 5 130 anragonsm g nanonabsm as an oo
anel releedd to mansy nanonalist movemendy And yet, whial
standds out fi sl p cwntrast with fhar geseral ].miil.iqu i |
suppemet for {sach sefl determonaiion or a3 pou call v, Cthe
Hebrew speaking nation "Il ke woash you toiry to seconciie
those (wo poatticos And toadd an re dhae the quru:'on de
you anpport the nght of seif-determmuirastion ol the Boers in
Seath Afroa®”

Woarkers Fanguard firsy anticle ractes the tame queslon
‘Alleging that we ‘eguate the rights ol oppresser and up
presed  Socmast Foice ngurey 17 the Sourh Afnean whiees
devrrarnd “self decermonation’ an the serge ol a brack vivwws
ifiat conntry, whose side woll ine Sgarh Afnran Spartarmy e
on!’' Bul Workety Vaaguard doesn't answer It celens i to
Eoberson's forgn and quotes bam to the efleer that (e Sagch
African ‘Wwhites have no right 10 explait and oppress the blarks
bur de have the tigh 1o Tive “Tou chsnk 12y have ne r-igf:- i
five: Well, then, g2 1y o kil shem!

LAt Eals

Fhat ivan sotasr o 4 different querion whicn nobsds R
askerd MNea onr ot the Spartacrd spposcrny lumped tnea che
“Arm-Spanaoy Lesger’ ba advsmand Weorkey
Yamgugsd Jabeled ohe '‘progressws cxjrrmunation of oy
pressat peoplts The gqueston w the sootminaios mil !
propir but aof epperaon, and the mquiry atout the nghe af
wlf derermunanen o enrpehy germape po phis The 31
equivocates over thiy zight for Send Aforas blacki  wr
zsked four informasos sbow then anwude towards Seak
Atriwas whites Toodelend tAer nghe 1o wil drizemmaion
{whach am e abszac, any people ran rlsim) oo defrned
their night 1o navenal ipdeproderncr g condutmn Ehat fugin
1oday 1 the Torm of the apartherd stare Delending this righa
nmeans opposing the vrugglc agaimi apactlend

Ar the forum, Eobersons immediare annees
comratdes quesion war "Yer, of twane we dol” He then,
Werkerr Vamguend ;_lulm'H“.' B, wer) ae bo drgue &0 thiir
Figh v exie, The second Workers Famguierd article ievuiied
1o the paint. “ICis miunating to have o protese vhal the SL
white it suprarcs the nanonal emancipavon of oppressed
peopley. suppens ngbodyy naconaliom, and does nor call fo

whiay
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wil- decermination for the whitc oppremor caste of South
Advca ~ U she ediiom are infunared they have only Robermaon
1o blasne. along wath ether Slers whe delended the same line
av the nme. Perhaps Kobertson muundersiood the quasdion
razed from che Doos i January 1977; if thar s the case, the
51 has had ample opportunity & eorreet the record. Inoany
cvent, Workery Fanguard’s infuriation is umply a cover fin
the Spatacists’ reireal

Moreover, the Spartachi Leagur should favor the sell
detertnination of the South Alricen whitcs, based upon their
vaunted indiscriminate and equal suppart for the nighr of selt-
determination for all nations. oppresed and oppressor alike.
it has indesd adopied 2 position againgt the South Afrcan
whites” sell-determunation, that is the enly people in the world
the §1. demies the nght tol Noa ls it any wonder thal Raberson
“eoafused” rhe quednion of the nghe of sell-determination with
the rght to razme. The Spartacwts’ image of 1 black wiclery in
Soucth Alnch o thai of a blasdbath aganst mnocent whge
wicting — “reversing the 1eems of oppression,” as they call i
GCiven thor warped view of the world turned upssde dowy
they ey idenidy white  exsirnce with  white  self
determiatim. Robenson’s rmphatic assevion of 1the South
Alrcan whites' right o scll delermination, whether the al
ficial 5L linc ur not {we apalogice 1o the editors of Worker:
Fangwerd fur our obvicws supidity in aking their navonal
ieader at b word )| wasondy 3 logical deducton from the 51
chauvinisy politics.

Workers Vanguard devoted the bulk of 5 fize amicle 1o
berating the MNew left lor i unenocal chird-world
nannnalion: It cannom lewel the same charge at the LEP
withuut upenly bring, so mnstead 10 sinears us with a wide
brush  all rhe garbage abour the “Anti-Spartacir Leagoe”
with “indistinguishable” artlcles There b however a link o
Mew Leftwm that can be drzwn out — in 8 Maross mannes,
net by the Spartacsn’ gossiping derimon. The rse of pewn
bourgeos ingvements (including those adulatng nationalism)
wai a retil) of the smashing of the proleranan revalunon a
the end af the Second Weorld War by Swtalmom. The maddle
dass sadicals of the sixties inherited the 1dea of the “emd of
eology” (mad: the md of dass suugmle and Macxisn)
from the McCarthvzed intellectuals and aeademics who s
vived the [ifties, but combined it with a recognition ol the

necessity of maw siruggle loresd on chem by che black revolss
and international upheavals. Thee New Lelr theretore searched
for non proletanan unguzrds ta bnng down the “esrablish-
ment © ks most cymcal strands had contermpt Bot only for the
warkers b 2lso for theis own past radicals who spens two
weens “doing ghetto work” returned (o campus sneenag 4t
thee: beflie mudents as “white libejalt,” The Spanacists of
teday dre pant of this same rendency, rejecing their own pau
and even presens istinees and replacing thewr with & hand
wveneet of sarn

The SL feequently boasts of the number of wember it has
reerusted from Maoism and the $WF's vouth group O all the
tendetwicy thut grew out af the New Lefi, aose mote stridently
parronied the “rhird world” than did the Maomes {unless ir
way Lhe SWP), The callapse of the New Left. Including us
beliet that che "third world” would bring down capitiliam. jed
to tremendous cynicism. Parronizing rurned o s dialecrieal
opposie. chauvinsm which was of course inherent in the
patronirer’s comciownes from 1the beginning ' Today we see
thase who speak “frankly” apd without "euphemism” meering
at their previous incammation.

it i obvious thal the SL adopo positions which are designed
to eutrsge middle claw opinien. What is becoming in-
creasingly clear is that it consciously and deliberately goo out
of its way to do so, 10 the extent of drawing conclsions whose
polincal correciness is dubious even {roml the Spartacises’
wiarped point ol view. This may well be rhe reaszon for i
“atyular” position om Iran, gwing no support to the anti Shah
moverment hecause it was led by reacuonary mullahs. Another
example {5 s enthusiaem for white South Alpean sell
determinavon, which i has now been compelled to deny Yes
another = he onginal nonsupport for the struggle of the
buurgeuis nationalm MPLA in Angola agains Sourh Afncan
rrpenzlom, the traces of which it would alio ke 1o conceal
fare Seoaliy Vorce Na, 1), There zre many mare examples,

The method behind chis practice is to foree Sparaciag
membsers to burn thetr bridgey o the midde class in-
telligemisia they were recrunted from: A enenibership Tecruired
anf of defears, and ol reorierired bus made even more eynical
by the leadership, reintorces the contempr their own leaders
have for them. The method af cutting b by ralang o

magrowt posibons i evidess of this  Roberison made no
bones about it during his salk

“When you it in your administrative ofTices it

too cayy 1o believe that your whole membership s

just a big bag of shir that the central leadership s

jest dragiing behind it and that [ the central

leadership makes a seriouwn political miscake,

there are within your nrganizatinn no restorative

forces™

[he Sparacisu’ mampalation of the ranks w done »n o
repically New Lefe fashion, parallel vo that of those SDS wrike
leaders ar Columbia University in 1968 who wished to provoke
deliberate ennfranraiions with (he o in coder 1o radicalize
tbetal students. During the 1978 coal minen  sinike,
ihe Spantacist League applouded layaifs of other warkers s
thae they would learm the bash lewoen of class solidanzy! (See
Soaalsl Actdon, April 1978 ) Iz a public farym in March
1979 sn New York, the SL thearetician Joseph Seymour
asscried thae it was good for L5, seldiers to have been killed
the Vietnam wat sinee they were fighting on the side of im
prralism ! more American deaths would have been beresr
This is the attitude of the New Lelt Weathicrmen, not of
Leninnty whose enemmies are the impetiatiss and oo their
COOSCTIfS
Undrzneach thas pobey compon to the 5L and the New Lefi

k& the conception that the working cluss has 1o e iricksd mo
revolunonary consciousniess by a clever leadershup wielding
g Lo jolting) wdeas, The Marxise utiderstanding has alwavs
been thar matenial reabity. the workings of the laws af motion
of capitalism, will prove w the workers the necessty of
communism through the intervention of the mon advanesd,

. mmvolutionary layer of the class. Idralista like the SL downplay

rhe capacity of human beingd to understand the nawire of
capitalisi. moery and o owerrome . [n manufacousing
pesitions ta jar s “iewolutonary cadre” into line, the SL
reveals it lack of confidence In Marxism and fts consequem
need (o produce a false reality not based on the genuine
snruggies of the proletanal Robeitsou’s speech and cthe SLs
defense of i comsuture a eonuciouy shock oearment doagaed
1o prove to the Spartacist membership chat loyalty to the
wttrnational working clase s incomparibile with being par of
the “vanguard ”
connnued on gpage 15
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Rail Strike:

Revolutionaries and the Unions

We puhlish hiere an account and interprecation of the 974
MNorfolk & Western Railway wurike, together with our reply to
Lhe p.nli{ical questions rassed. The socount is by Stephen
Swan, who has worked in the radlroad indusiry pnd is a
supparter of the interttational hine of G, Muni and the
Fomento Obrero  Revolucionane, as espressed in the
publications Alarma and Alarme (Pans), Comrade Swan s
alsa the writer of the letter on che Spartacist League published
m Socmlat Force Mo, 4. Inquirtes should be pddiessed 1o

Stephen Swan, at No News, P.O. Bax 26481, San Francisco,

CA 94126 US A

2 DAYS — FOR NOTHING?

1978 saw two major conflicts between 115 workers and
employers: the spring coal strike and the September national
railroad workers walkout. Both sirikes [ocused on saues of
worker solidarity rather than wages. Most impomant. of
eouirse, was the coal strike, in which employers and mine
union eificials artempied 1o instliote a contractual ban on
wittlear strikes. The miners rthemselves orally rejected the
stfike-hanning  coniract, and the ensuing  cunfrontation
stimuiated a  massive 7ebirch of pro-worker senuiment.
throughout the counery. When the miners finally went back 1o
weark , it was wich ehie pghro arike intact.

The September railroad sinke had origins in the July 1u
walbout of 4%00 clerks on the Nordolk & Western Railwav
[MN&W) bur eventually included over 550,000 workers. The
MNEW strike was “setcled” o the st week of 1479 wathout
tanfare from either side; the pational press ook no notice.
perhaps because the strike spread everywhere tn the counrry
excapt New England and New York, and 115 tmpact outside
the railread indusoy was therefore diminished. Sulf, the
ME&EW strike was a histeric step, and beeause issues and the role
uf the union leadets wers not so well defined as in the coal
stnke, the rail conflict is worth a suimmary review with some
perspeciives

Railroad clerks, the mitratons of the N&W sinke. number
about 110 M0 the U5, including office and stzuon clerical
workers, janitors, ielegraphers, dispatchers, station and dock
labourers, baggage handlers and sleeping car porters, The
clerks histoncally were the lowest pad and least militant
tailroad warkers and among the lass workers in basic industry
to attain “labor-anstocrat” wages. 1o 1971, in response to &
Teamsier Union threat o organiee the highly dissacisfied
clerks. the government approved Brotherhood of Railway and
Aurhne Clerks (BRAC) carried out a peaceful and successful
campaign for wage parity af the cleris wnth the other, more
milirant and beiter paid reibroad crafis. The 1971 conuac
calted for 2 45,6 percent nise In wages over 315 years. Today's
averags rail clerh's wage is $13- 14,000, excluding “benefits”
and before taxes Today's clerks, whise expectations have
cottinued co fse throughout e decade, are the now conter of
anti-host power in the railrosd industry.

The Norfolk & Western Railway. target of the stnke. isone
of the country's threc most profmable railroads, the others
being the Chessie System and Unsen Pacific, NEW's profitss n

Lot half 1978 were 355 % milliom, us compaced o $68 6 millicn
in b half 1977 N&W's mainline wackage extends from the
Carolinas to fowa and [rom Canada o Bansas Cicy, N&W
President |. P. Fiahwick s the countrp’s highest paid cailmoad
olfwial, at $413% 000

The souree of N&W's bounty 1s coal: (n 1577, N&W was the
ety » seoond L geit coal hauler after the Chessie System,
accounting for L5 mullion lons of coal originated on the
company s fines {compare 77.6 million far the Chesur
Syseem). N&EW s centered in the Appalachian and heawy
industry distrieos that were most alfected by the Spring <ol
srike, N&EW b directed from Virpnia, and N&W worken
commaonly refer to their boses” “planadon mencalicg.”
Naturally, N&W Preident Fishwick was Cater's finance
chairman in Virgaa, dunng rhe 1976 rleetion.

But the specihe grievances of MEW workers are o
uniquely Appalaclyan o Southem, nor are they bmated 10
rairoad workers. Uhe gnevances of all rallroad workers arc:
automation, harardows  comditions,  and  tyranny The
replaceinent ol warkers  thmough  compurertzation b
proceeding apace un majer roads e both halves of Lhe
country  Explosious of pegligenly mainmined tank  pan
regularly claim & minuate or 3o on TY news. Ad Tor tyranny
forced overtinie and even 7 day weeks are instituionalized in
many yards nrd diviions. and rhe 7-day week 4 often 1he dark
sevret behind the “tradivional and suike won” hgh pey of
eonductors, engineers. and brakemen; chese same aperanng
crafis are, on many tailroads, se victunized by the company’s
aluse of “rule books " a4 a baud lor draconic discipline thar the
magonty of (ran crew members buy “job insurance,” aold a3
trswrance by the unions through the Brotheshood's Reliet and
Compeisationl Fund (BRCF} On one weatrm diviion of a
iransconumental railroad company, the Brotherthood's job
imsurance funds are running o deficic of seversl tens of
thousands of dodlars over the fees paid, thanks to the mon bt
attiude of a certan superintendent  And since tyranny and
Feudalism go wogether, it's woith nonng thar the majority of
railroad workers, 1.0, &it excepr the clerka are demed sick pay

The NEW strike began on July 10 The “migger” wae the
MNAW managements adamant tefusal to negotiste the ac
celeration of computerzation and job eliminauon, in whick
N&W it the navwnal paceseiier. N&W managemens’s artiiude
was perceived by workers as dellberately provocative of 2
strike. [Tox great extent the progress of svenoy indicared the
weracity af that ssumpion } The moket lines set up by the
4500 clerks were mmmediately honoted by the railrosds
15.000 plus ocher workers. The enihusiasac of the
nan-clencal workers reflected nen oody hatred of the AW
managrmeni, buc 21so the resenement of switchmen sad other
operating wotkery whose “represeniatives”’ were just at that
mament openly prepating so foree A oew contract on their
members, a contract calling for wage cuns, in Hne with the
classic corporate anti-inflaion strategy, N&W's operariom
wirre brought ©o 2 compicte halt. A cowspany force consbiting
of management people and theic relarives attempted o keep a
fracuion of normal traffic mowning,



The official jeadeship of the unke consmted of the top
brass of 1the BRAC, beaded by Intermnavional President F. ]
Kroil, and including such an interesting indivadual as | F
Dien, huernaconai Vice President. she subject of much
atcention in Philip Agee's famous CI4 Diary. The [z01 thar |
F. Otezo was jong the bead of ClA labor operavions in Latin
Amzrica has bren commented on with greal disquict by
members of BRAT a1 wmon meetings. Otere's fellow In
wrsalionst Vice Presdenss and their unkeys have, narally,
alway replbed in "Brother” Otero's best interests, When a
member of the Brothethood’s “ground tcam” 1y the N&W
sirike was, scycidl yCars agu, confronted on the floor of a
meeting wath the 004 Dhary citations. the anointed defendsr
of rarirnad clerks on the Geld of barde replicd “Jack Crero i
oue of my closen inends and bs 2 deeply parrone American.”
With geatlemen hike Jack Orera prominently on hand, the firse
weeks of the WEW uncke were predictably guier. N&W's
manapement clumed thar ny scahs were heeping business
wpeEn

Hut hy the beginning of August the N&W company was on
the verge of embargoing its precious coal traffie. On the night
of Augua -8 the game changed, N&EW railway police, armed
but vut of unilvnn, asaulted picketers in Bellevue, Dhio. This
was Ly worst of many such inodenty, rail warkery in the rest
of the counery would soon hear from the most authoritagve
sources that i Virginia “boult sides” of the picker line were
armed On Augua 3, N&W mansgement. n spite. of s
“valiaat” raltway cops, filed thew olficial embargo oo ail ceal
and coke shiproents, “account wark stoppage.”

In the second week of August the game changed again. Rail
clevks in the rest of the countiy leained that the NEW was
deliherarely refusing o negonate wirth the stnkers because of
the company’s velveinent 1y a mutual od pact with 73 other
railroad compamies, NAW managemen) wat recefving over
$800.000 per day tn strike irurance paymeno allowing it m
cover irs losses for the duranion Muotuel aid patws are nothog
new to rhe transpomanon indusiry (1the most famaus being the
aline’), and paniculaly 1o N&W, I 1971 NEW ceported
recoiving $737.000 per day 1 mutual awl funds during the
summer opetinng craf mnke. The rail cleris” respome 10
news of the latest such adveriues was more dramatic than the
news iiseli: 3 majority favered an immedizes pacional senke
agama the gruteal 2id pact. That weoek on the West Coast the
Committes to Ald Radway Senkers [(ZAKRS) was formed. On
Augusr 19 BEAC heed Kroll Ninally nformed the anioo’s
membersof the detads of the muoual swl pact and 1he daer thas
the company was now attempding to cxpand it scab.run
traffic. and ako reminded the vnion's members of the unbon's
considerable (nancial requiremenes. At leas the NEW atrike
was no jonger cbhscure

On Augast 24 N&W filed suit in federal count;, charging che
mrkers with interference inisos business. Thas day's Wall Streer

Journal reponied the fayelf of 12-14.000 coal munery in

Virginia. 11.000 in West Virginia, and hundreds more in
Ohio and eastern Kenrucky, thanks 1o the unavailability of rail
service On dugust 27 LS Distrier Caure judge Aubrey Fu
Robinson gramed a petiion by the ralroad companies in-
wolved iy the tauteal aid pact and issued a restraining arder
barrirg sympathy strikes against the murual aid roads. Over
the weekend of August 39-Scprember |, the mutual aid roads
suddenly began advertising their sirike-breaking. N&W
locomutives appeared for servicing in rail tguninals as far
away as California, and were used 2s much as possible in mam
line and swirching work.

o sorme Westera terminals, theeats by clerks (o strike ar the
first appearance of the scab locos kepr N&EW's units our of
sight On Seprember 4 (Lahor Day) the Committee 1o Ajd
Railway Serikers held @ public benefin in San Francisco to raise
funds for strikers assauled by railway cops at Bellevue, The
benefit was well attended, a paniphlet on the strike, titled
AW New Wave of Sivikes, was widely distributed Ly CARS
supporters. On Seprember 5, warkers strock the Chicago
North Western Railway for ten hours; CN'W was one of many
Chicago roads keeping up an imerchange with the sirack
MNEW, and the CHNW sirike was specificaliy in sympathy with
the N&W serikers. Thal same day NEW's coal embargo
number .78 was amended, with coal 10 be shipped “to the
extent pereniteed by the number of quatified train orew”
Another advertisement of strikebreaking — and rumor was
that N&W intended to permancotly replace the sinkers.
under new work rules On Seprember ¥ N&W arrkens pieketed
Conrail facilities in the Grea Lakes ares, on che itsue of in
terchange with the strock road 3000 Conrest clerke struck
The next day a Conrail management obtained count crdesr
sent the clerks Back 1o work

Strnike Goes Natlonwida

Judge Bobinson who earlier had sustained the mutual a0
toads’ request for injunciive ieliel spainst svmipathy serkes.
seemns 1o have reconsidered i these few days On Seprembes
13 Robmson drnicd the muiual aid roads’ peucson for o
permancnt restraiming order. in Robinsgns words,  the
companies had “legally subjecred themselves 1o secandary
sartke action.” Thae day the cerks offuwal beaders theouichou
the couniry began to be heard. On the Southem Paalbic, in
San Francisco, BRAC wsued surtie instrucrions. On Seprember
13 Conral and toc operating craft unions reached 4o
agreement for mduciions of train ¢rews that promed loss of
some 4500 Coniail jobs. A peany-pinching wages agresment
wat thrown jn, calling for @ “sacrifice” of back pay — around
$500 — for the workers. Om Seprember 18 arguinents an the
legality of a secondary sirike were submitted to the Suprene
Cours And on Seprember 20 the dam broke: 2200 elecks shut
down the Louisviile & Nashwille Radroad, another coal
hauling gvant. run from the South and extending from Flonda
to Chicagn Pickets also appearad ar the Delaware & Hudson
avdl Western Marviand roads, two minor fine-haul roures, and
at the Peonia & Pelon Union and Toledo, Peoria & Western
shot lines. Everywhere the issue was solidarey with the NEW
mrrikera

O Seprember 26 the strike went well and truly national
Chiel Justice Warren Burger stated the Supreme Coun's
refusal 1o block picketing of rasirosds mvolved mothe N&W
mutual aid pact. The snke ha the Santa Feo Sourhem,
Burlington Narthermn, Seaboard Coasr. Union Pacific, (Zheese,
and Chicage Notth Western, shutting them all down, In
Chicaga, 50,000 commuters found oul about the N&EW arke
and had to get home on their own Amerak passenger sorvice
ended throughour the midwes On Seprember 27 330,000
railtoad workers were on mrike. Tr was the Both dav of the
MNEW sk

The nex:y day Southery Pacilic was struck, but SP commuter
service was kept open [or the day as a courtesy o the Bay
Arca's 4500 or s non-BART rail commuters. Abso in the Bay
Ares, the fairly sinall Welern Pacific Railroad was siruch.
That night, pickes at the Saa13 Fe yurds from the Bay Area o
Chicage burned copics of an aptivnike injunction issued on
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teprember 26, by U5 Dusoice Counr judge Allred Y.
Kirkland. This encellemt foel for so many bonfires was
provided by the Santa Fe radway police. Next moroing,
Seprember 29, two i bisds of che counry's rail systom was out,
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Union pickets during 1978 raifroad strike, Over
00,000 ware cut wt height of the walkout

and the pres featured an order from Presidenr Carer sending
the clerks back o work  and Judge Robmson's refusal to give
rthe order legal force. Bor thar sfoermoon, a deal was worked
o Robingon soddenly bosed the antistioke order. and
Intermational Piesident F | Brolt of the BRAC concurred]

With this action, the suike was mply suppresed. ar i
morment ol gieatent power. Faced with & bewildoed mas of
nrikers, Kroll “explained™ thay m rerum for a promise to emd
the sirike, he had secused an sgrecment by the ralroad
COOPATIES Nt L prnash the grikers To the papers, Kroll was
happy. calling this blatanr act of betrayal ~“u rremendoos
wctoryl” A victary ewer the sinkers. perhapsl To shore up his
umage, Kroil srenged for smaon officials in vanoos pars of
the coumotry 40 paim exaggerated piciures of meawres
prepared by the raihoads agamst the striken. wp if the strikers
weren't iesdy W face whatcver the companies threw ar them.
There is svidence thar the companics would have thed to lay
ulf 23 many sinkers as possible ar the conclusion of picketing,
but such actiors are part and parcel of almest every strike,
which = why mos: semikes end with amnesry agrermenes; hul
ampesty was oo pestficacon for eoding che N&W arikel The
tederal governmen: now sevved notice that 2 would decide on
the metits uf the serikers complaimes against che N&W. So the
urikers obeped Kroll On September 30 certain focemnen
returmed o work. Most workers didn't recurn unn! the end of
the weekend, on Ocraber 2. But they returned. ponetheless.

In the following weeks the Wall Street foumal reparied
tome effeces of the seeike. Many anto assembly plants areund
the country had closed or shurtened shifts on September 29,
GM Southgare furloughed 4000 that day. and 2750 parus
warkers weee laid off at other GM planu, Soft coal producion
fell Trom 4 2 million tons the week before the strike 1o 8 2
muallion tans during the strike. On the ather hand, D B. Jends,
thiefl exerunve officer of the Missouri Pacilic Railroad.
claimned that the strike cost MoPac only one day's faadings On
Octbocr § Judge Robinson signed a permanest injunction
against the N&W strike. and all rides 1ar back o wait lor the
EoveErmment's repact
10

In the second week of Ocrober the Dhrettor of Unemn
pluyment and Sickness Irgurance of the U5  ERalroad
Revrement Board {RRB), E E Foch, announced by circula
letter thar unemployment claime [or the dares of the clerky’
tationsl action, beginning Seprember 26, would not be
bawpporrgd . Althawugh the Railroad Retivement Board the
federal agency covenng railrond workers, had defined the
action &4 a “legal” strike, the beard's positien was that
unemployment due 10 sinkes was not a payable basis for a
claim until the worker had lost mght days. Nasurally, steikers
an the N&W were exempt frum this ruling and colleced
unemployment paymemas fmmm the beginnmg of ther 82 dam
un the picker line, But 1ailrvaders note) that this stand of the
ERH sn snemploymene pay far pime lou because of srike: was
apparently an innovatioo: in 1976, for xample, workers on
one rransconiinental raileoad were paid by the REB for one
day s work just on gccount of & wildoar smike by the Teammeers
Many sumalar rawes can be cied

On Gotober 10, Mr. Kroll of the BRALU addressed a berzer o
the members of "ha™ wiaon, quotmg a Nederal iomsction and
an sgreemens o bresk the yinks worked aur berween BRAL
and the railvoad compaics, Krolly Ietter contained ov ex-
planstions ol why the wnke had bern o wddenly ended
Kroll provided na evidence of the “tromondous rctory” he had
hatied in the nazon's press while sending the clerks back to
work And mdeed. wo evidence was fortheommg.

G Oeraber 3 the Wall Street fournal noted 3 $300,000 loss
in $rd-quarzer |878, as compared wath o 318 7 aullion profu
in Ird-quareer 1977 for Oecidental Peiroleum (the feading
Ll 5. commereral parurnes irf Lﬂ'.:ru and the USSR, thanks o
the N&W strike. The text day the Jourmal reported the ner
income of the N&W company welf down 40 percenr for Srd.
quarter L9738

Meanwhile, the federal government carmied o s proces
of ymervention i the sinke. Uncil Sepeembes 26, of course,
the natgaai authoniies had fef the N&W conther apnonced
The spread of the strike, backed up with Buiger's Supcme
Coun decision Lavering the snikers, had caught the Caner
admimisiration by surprise, and when Caner and his advoen
nally found a way of dealing with the arhke and s
“devastaring effect on the economy” (aecording 1o natlonal
media), L was by recourse to the provisions of the Railway

Labat Act
The Railway Labor Act 15 3 burarre body of sules and

amendments tlar separares railroad workers Irom a)i othet
workers by funneling their equivalem of Social Serumy
thinugh the Retirement Heoard, by awhonong "adjustrocat
boards™ composed equally by representatives of the ralrosd
compantes and of the Brotherhoods. and by eflecdvely
banntig stikes The Ace has a “corporasisn’” [1.e semu-fascs)
characrer. Tvis, i fact, atonow ennirely the produa of the first
vear of the F. D, Roosevelt administration, when Romevele
and hit Tmenda had not yer made cher dissing tom wwands
liberal impenialesn and were sl experimenting with schemey
Borrowed (rom Mussolitn 2md Hirler On ithe sevong day of the
national solidazity action, when Carer firgt began citing the
Act a8 hus basis for ordenipg the derks 1o go back to work.
rzilrond workers in many places realized thar the Act hadl
newer been tested in court and might, m Fact. be overtumed by
Barger

But the Railway Labor Act was nie and will not be tested in
coun. Even though corporate and federal pressure has
recently turmed againa the Act, as 3 modernizing step, the Aoy
8 RETEmATY T Curporations and government in order to
supprets srikes Aond, roa, the union afficials will netver artack



the Act fur the simple reason chat 2 section of the Ace protects
their income: the Act specifically states thar paid represen-
catives of workers on the “adjustment boards” will be chesen
not by the workers themsebves, through clections, bur by the
federzl government. thwugh cemtification of “legitimare”
representatives. Criteria for such certificanon are not stated by
the Azt Bur the cominess of the relatons berween the
government and the “regular labor organizations”, as the
leaders of the Bruotherhoods love ta call themselves in ther
press, may be indicated by the single, simple fact that
unemiployment payments for suspension and dismissal on
disciplinary grounds, while theoretically a right enjoyed by
each and every railroad worker, are deperudent on whether or
pot the unien acls as representative in the disciplinary matte:

OF course, there 1s another reason why Kroll and BRAC did
not challenge the Railway Labor Act durnng the national
sioke. Kroll and the BRAC leaders did not want 1o win the
strike. They wanted only to give the 110,000 railroad clerks in
the .5 a chance to let off 4 livtle steam, o beter whip chem
inta bne. Some might quarte! with this analysis, and some
might object to splitting hairs over the legality of the Railway
Lzbor Act. But it is unfortunately the ruth chat the large
number of people zll over the country who were watching the
tatf strike unfold did nor expece the railroad workers to honos
Caner's order wa return, since the coal mines, earlier in the
vear, had sucoesstully defied a similar legal maneuver baged
on the Tafe-Hartley Act. Andd if the railroad workers, like the
ceal miners, had refused o retom and had defied Caner 1w
the end, 1t 1s highly probable rhat many, many people around
the country would have supported the railroad workers. A sad
confirmation of this is thar for the first three weeks of Octobes
it was quite coramon for railroad workers wha had joined dhe
walkout to be asked be their riends in ocher wades if they were
still out on strike

Anvther indication of Krol] & Co's real atttuds toward the
sintke may be the exclusion of Conrail’s many thousands of
clerks from the simke afier its Supremme Courtsanctioned
expansion an Seprember 26, even though Conrail had struck
wanpport N&W strikers on Seplember 7. Thanks w Conrail's
absenee [rgm the national acton the effecr of the movement in
the New York-New England area was almost torally nullified,
anil that meant almost na real national reedia coverage.

Under the provisions of the Railway Labar Act, the
government’s determination on the N&W sinke was due
within 8 days. The railroad workers had no way of knowing
whiat actinns the federal bureaucrars were hikely toteke, and of
ceurse no further counsel couid be expected from the union
ofiicials. The workers stayed in Limbo. On Ocrober 26
Carter's economic mouthpieces announced thag railroad clerks
would be exempted from the proposed voluntary 7 percent
criling on wage increases, because the operating crafts had
settled a little higher, and to impose a limit on the clerks
would consticute intra- industey discrimination: On Cerober 30
the Wall Srreet fournal reported an 80 percent decline in
carnings by the Seaboard Coast Line, owner of the Louisville
& Mushville and another massive coal hauler, for 3ed-quarter
1978 cn account of the N&W sinke, That weck's statistics,
however, disclosed $228.7 millian m profis for all railmad
companies in 3rd-gquarter 1978, i

i the first week of December certain car and locomotive
mamtenance unions settled their national pegotiations wich
the raitroads. The clerks were now the only major group of
railroad workers without a national contract. On December |1
it was reported that the Federal Railroad Adminiszration had
ssued the following fines for viclations of safety standapds:

against Conrail, §1.2 million, agzinst Chessie Systern §1
million, against Wlineois Central Gulf, $§748,000, and against
Norfolk & Western $671,000. The list went on. On December
15, rwo weeks beyond 6¢ days, the U.5. government an-
nounced ity rccommendation in the N&W sorike,’

The repart of the "president’s emergency board" was taken
under adwvisement by Kroll and the vther leaders of BRAC,
who communicated nothing about its contents o the N&W
strikers and other railroad workers. A piece in the Waill Seraet
Sournal of December 18 deale with che reporr in the sketchiest
terrns, noting ltele more than the board's proposal on the issue
of job elimination, which was that protection should be ex-
tended only to workess with a minimum of threc years'
seniority, and then only if workers ocoupied penmanent
bulletined positions. Workers on extra boards, regardless of
senkonty, were to be excluded from protection.

This  thres-year proteciion  mule, which some  union
bureaucrats were guick to acelaim, may be only a part of a
joint corporate and federal strategy to reduce ramlrpad
workers” rights. During contract negotiations in all crafis this
past yeal, coimpany reprosentatives called {apparendy un-
successfully) for a dramatic change in hiring practices- a
change in the period of prebation, durng which the pew
worker can be dismissed without czuse, from the first B0 days
of employinent to the first-theee years,

The board's repore stated thae if the union (not the N&W
clerks) rejected the proposed seiclement, the strike could
legally resume on January 14, On January 5, 1979, the
Brothethood  of Railway &  Airline Clerks and  the
management of the MNotfolk & Western Railway announced
that there would be oo tesumption of the sirike. The govern
mient's proposals had been accepted. The agreement would he
ratified an January 8

Government Setttement Ratified

Cver the weekend of January 6-7, BRAC local officials on
the N&W sysrem Faced o hostile and anxiow membeship.
The new agreement. heralded by Kroll, had not been com
runicated from BRACS Washingun headquarners o the
sirikers. N&W workers constdersd the government’s proposals,
or what lictle they had found oot about them from the media,
warthy only of complete rejecdon, While the povernment
supposedly secured the job of every clerk with over three years
seniority, the exemnpiion of extra board workers provided the
MEW management wih the neatest bur most obwious
lpophiole imaginable. Norma! practice on the railroads over
many decades has been to lay workers off on the basis of
seniority, starsing from the bottom of the semiority list; The
first workers laid off, rthoss with the last seniarity, are almost
abways those who work the extra board, for the simple reason
that extra boayd jobs are the fesst attracoive. 3o first the low
serucriy extra board workers are laid off, leaving the extra
board open. Then the pesitions of the higher-seniority workers
are abelished one by one, with the arrangement tormerly
having been thar high seniority workers whose jobs are
abnlished could then go on the extra board., with a protecied
seniority date keeping them put of the unemployment office.
But under the Carter Loard's proposals, the company can
abolish the positions of high seniority workers, pushing them
duwn on to the extra board, and then simply get rid of them as
extza board workers. The N&W workers, interviewed by a
supporter of the Committee te Aid Railway Scrikers, knew that
acceptance of this hole in the NEW agreement was the reason
why Kroll and his gang were hiding the text from the mem:
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bers. "We were out for B2 days — for nothingl That was the
opinion of 2n N&W worker in West Virginia, on the everung
of January 7 “If Krell 2sks us 10 go back oui again, we won'y
ge.” the worker comtinued.

O January B the new NEW agreemene was duly confirmed.
Two days later the New Yark Jourmal af Commerce reponed
that Kroll was “very pleased ™ N&W President John P, Fih.
wick likewise expressed his satisfaction, Against Kroil and
Fishwich there =3 wiif the verdict of the NAW clerks them-
sebves: B2 dap — for nothmg!”

THESES ON THE NOAFOLK & WESTERN STRIKE

I, The M&W srike was the ficst nationwide sympachy
strike. and the first mapr nen-contractual, non-wages strike
i leng memory. The N&W strike was a victory i thar che
ratiroad oompames’ mumoal aid pacr was exposed and
defeated. With the N&W strike the “secondary” sirike o1
beveotr has been Ttzken back™ as 2 weapon by LS. workers,
alier decadesy of legal banning. Unol now employvers ook for
granted that secondary sirtkes were out of the quesoon, thanks
te; “inpuncte reliel " This b5 why an unnamed railroad of
fiaal. guoted i the San Frandsco Daily Commercral MNews pf
Seprember 27. rencended that the national action was nothing
athes than “{au) Hlegal wildcar™ A 330,000-plus “jlicgal
wildrat!" A pavonat sympathy strike in 3 major induscry is a
grant step forward for the new workers’ movement, and has
impultam precedents in ratlread worker histary: for cxample,
the Pollman Scrtke of 1894, which failed

And, of vourse, the sirike was a positive cxpenence in #3
dernonstration of the railmad workers' abihty e shur the
countsy dowr,

7. The negative aspees of the NEW surike may be summed
np by che phrase: "F ] Kroll and the Brotherhood of Railway
& Atrhine Cledks " The srrike was broken by the unian.

Feann our point of view. the lreason ol the enlone i oot a
matter of good vy bad officials. What muea be galled inm
guestion 15 the function of the vrioops themsclves, 25 in-
stranons Kool awd his bureauicrats are not inherently evil
ey, as the Sparracisis and other union clectoraiise imply.
Bagllivm is simply an cxpression of the historie role of s,
which w tn serve as a hufler herween the employers and the
winken, mpecially when the workers rebel  Mosr indusiral
warke iy know that and thats why "members” boycon wnicn
mesgingy on the taimad e longshore, snd in cvery ovher
mdustry frem coas to coaw. As well thev shouldl

Unigns only delend union olficiabs and their cliques among
chat strarum of tugh srrsority workesrs whe ars beneliciacies of
a ¢emmury of whites only hinng i the rail sodumsrry and
chewhrre. Furhermare the olider. sacwn and sexist worksers
and thexr repiesentative umon officisl are nearly alwaye
tmiterly houtle 1o younger workers |whose woik 1 more
demanding and very ufien more dangercus) Union officials
gladly wrve 33 company police against younger workers.

Furthermore, usuon officials act a5 bankers, through rhei:
conrral af rredit onome and pension funds, Their mle 2
hankers and investon depeods nor on thelr success as money
managess {unlike normal baokers and nvesrors) | hue on ther
contimued conuol of wnios posts. Thus union officals
represent a stratum of businessmen whase base in capital s
mywepatable from  their functions as  “represencatives,”
“derlegates.” wtc. Truly the seedbed of state capitalisml

This wsue of rall urion invelvement in banking i+ nothing
12

new, Much anti-Brotherhood sentiment among vailroad
warkers in the 1930's rested on the banking issue. But today we
knew of a railroad credic unlon char b the landmark casc in
coedit wnion fraud in one Western state. whese credit unons
are under myesngatlon for carruption,

Something refated to this, on the question of the bise in
capital of the wpion burcaucram, comes oW fram the
maritime industey. When the seagoing unions negotiated new
cantraces with the Pacific Coast shipping companies recently.
the uniond abtained a rae in "henefhis” withaue a rise in cash
wages [n effect, the maridme dnion oflicaly provided fin
thernaclves, bur pot lor the mernbersd Only the pension funds
— the union officlals’ capital — are filled up by a nsc in
benefics. Thae o how the eriployes pay the unann officials offl

In the cawe of the railraad umons, theer anc-waorker 1ole o
even more ohnoxioes for being supported by the quasifascs
Railway Labor Act. and by such not-to be neglected items as
BRAC'S involvernent, through Joh Corpa, in the stace training
of workers — docile workers,

4, Trying tn take pver the unions againg rhe effons of the
union officials, the employers, and ther pasive suppoites, =
anaction agamst the workers. Local orapns, even when "taken
pwer’ by rebel groups, alwew experience the rapid
degeneraton  of  the rebels and  the  oven more tapud
demoralizanion of those who follow thern Thas i an ron law
The role of muddleman between the bost and the worker takes
over and corrupts even the moat sincete, most radical
umonists, Too many such cases tan be cited

Bebels can succeed i chamging e doection of the railrsd
workers movemnent awayv lmm drirats administered by umion

officials, Raitroad workers who ate opposed o the waiton
should organize ausemblbes where cach individual will have &
single vote and where thers are no permanent olficals. Acuve
rebels shiould collabor aie with each other o commptrees. MNog
agaemiblirs for the burcaveras o explam the bad news 1o 1he
ranks, and not comminses of new burcwoeciatt Thew ume i
done! New weapons are necessaryl

Tanuary 12, 1979

Appendix: THE SITUATION OF RAILROAD WUORKERS

The Commiuer 1o Ald Hadwey Smbers (CARS) was
argamped i August 1974 by a group of Ray Ared codustenl
warkers, in collaborancn with The Ml and other Yan
Franrisco new wave bhands,

Brocaase CARS functioned lomely, membershup 1o was
funds for railyoad workers on anbe aguingt the Nerfolk &
‘Weatern Railway., The NE&W suike culminated o a2 4-day
nationai walkout in Seprember.

Because UARS functioned loosely, membership m (1 was
teld by supporters of offinals of the union wnvolved 16 rhe
MN&W sinke, the Brotherhood of Rallway Clerks (BRAC)
Clthers of us had (e position that unions canngt be refarmed,
bBut must be turpassed, and that unians and undon afficials
cannot wscape acting in defense of the employers

Those of us who hold the larter polition have approved a
decision 1o disband the Comminee 10 Aid Railway Strikers,
since we have come o the conclusion that oo kind of allianee
with umian officials can be defended,

We have come to see thac strikes un by union officials -
like the N&W strike — are nothing but squabbles over who
will ride herd oo us. The unions are nothing bor another set of
bosses.
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Railrozd clevks are curtentdy mvolved m a “'ratification
vote” on the contract proposed by the BRAC. Many, many
cleths hawe declared their meention to voie NO, BRAT has
responded with open promises of vore-rigging. We supporied a
NG 1ete an the BRAC contract, but for better would b¢ to
Boycott BRAC and sts phony ballzteg

The only wey forward & fo ompanse compmulieed and
asiembles agamit the wuon boxer

We, who, among many others, hold this position, are now
Aisenscing the formatian of 3 new, wmong. and scrive group of
wndustrial workers. Our progras will be a2 dample one: Clug
War'

January 26,1979

LRP REPLY

Stephicn Swan has written a valuable accoune of & major
stike which teceived comparatively little attention m the
boutgens and radical press. Involving over 300,000 workers in
varpng degrees. the 1978 railroed sirike demonsrrared, even
though it was betrayed, the enormous potental power of the
working class. The strike seriously affected the finznoal

sition of the already shaby railioad bosses and had as
ﬁ-:pacf as well on the crucial coal and steel indusimes, There is
po gquestion that the workers’ trampling down of the harriers
against secondary surikes and the enommous evidence of tabor
salidarity shook up the capitalists and their stace. Further, the
aenons of F. ], Kroll and the BRAC icadership o bastily
seuttling the suike are living prool thar the mass erupnon of
the warkers [rightened these muerabic sgents of capital msidc
the warking class,

Last Lut ool least was the impact of the srike upon the
rateoad workers themaelves, Comrade Swan quotes an NEW
warker who said "We were out for B2 days — for nothing!” and
concludes that this was “the verdinn of the NEW clrrks
thewraelves  We do nol guestion the accuracy of che Guote nor
that such a senttment s very pervamve in the fighs of Kioll's
berrayal Bur Swany own sccoumnt also mdicarcs that the
workers themselves recognized bow iranue the povernmen:,
capitalist and union burssucTate became in the face of
the wrkery mass power once they slidarized actoss anion
lines. This know|edge workers tetain — along with che feeling
many have thas i was all for naught. The workers' pamned new
untdersanding but il bave 2 very muxed dnsciownes.

{nmrade Swan realizes chus at least 1o an extent, for he
presents somne of the chipective gamns of the stnke in his-article:
a5 well, by hig senons inovhe sorke and o wrtmg has account,
he = crpog o draw the lesons of the stuke for ratlroad and
ather wotkers from 4 revalutionary vewpont. Deepening and
advancmg the rewslutiooary comsciownes of our fellow
workers s exactly the poing of Sociaki Voice and i com

panion pubbcation Socmlid Acefon. which & why we are

printing the article. In the spirie, however, we are competied
to may that Swan's report poinis one way while his conclusions
point ancther. Wiile be seeks 1o overcame the peo-capitalisg
ithesions of the mas of rmlroad workers and show them the
revolutionary foad, he actually falls vicim w the game
illunant In our opinion hiy palinesl views helped disorient
bamreself and  other revolutionary minded wokers m 2
disastrous direcnion

The heart of Swan's analysis of what went wrong was the
betrayal of the strike by Krall and the unlon. For Swan this
was not simply the act of a rotten burerscrat hot 2 rreasan
imherenr in umions. which musr of necessity function as

bourgeots institutions. The uwon officals are businessmen
who operate among the workers. and the unions are not
workers' fnsttutions, however inadequate, but wols of the
capitalins, Therefore rebels in the unions are wrong to take
them over when the task is 1o destroy them. Workers ehayld
build “assemblies” and "rebels” should unite rogether in
“committers” to operate separately fzom. and in oppasirian to,
the uruons. Swan belicves thar this 1 the strategy that shuuld
have been followed duning the siuggle.

We do not quarrel with Swan's assessme nt of the actisities of
Ercll & Co. 1n the strike. The union buteaucrats are brokers
for the buying and selling of labor power, and therefore che
very existence of (he bureaucratic layer wn us normal Tole
depends upon the heabkhy exisrence of capitalism:

The bureautrat cannot represent the workers' true interse
in revalution and the destruction of capitziism, and <on-
seyuently they must try w inhibu the sruggle at every tum,
Mevertheless, 1o avder (o stay i business the bureaucran must

“tefiecs some of the nesds of the workers whose [abor power

they aie dealingin. The degree 1o which rhis s necessary varies
histancally wath the level of worker combatmny and con
LTI

The workers wdsy have, corvectly. a deey distrust of the
buresuitats but Lhey have pur farward po  altemaiiee
lezdership This w aho 8 lunwon ol historic and secial
position. Workers m general know the bureaucrats accopt
rapaalism aod snive o keep the profit system going sa that
they can throw a few saps 1o the workers (or hope that fewer
gains are taken away) in order to mainram their brokerage.
They know thisand sl accepr it Mast workers do not see the
absolute necessity of overthrowing capitalisem as communiss
do, and therefore they accept having o mamcain the
profitabilicy of capitalism in arder 1o kéep their juln and hold
on o then wiges OFf course they are divided in their own
rords over this because thede real matedial inieresa force them
to struggle aganst rhe capitalsty profis. i a way thar the
burcaucracy is not fovced by its oun matenal inceeeans

The view that Comzade Swan puts forward s dangerously
onc-sided. not becavse i doesn't give enough blame o e
burraucrats, but because it underestimates the working class
In the N&EW situzvion BRAC wias forced o sinke. Yes il
betrayed the stike and Kroll was intend on thus from che st
bt Krell had to accept 2 sirike because be hadld 1o ey o keop
contol of the workens  Likewise, the other bracherhoods
grudgingly went along with the solidarity actions of thew
members. The trade unions were histwrical gains created by
the working class and sill retlect the class strugyle within
capitalisrn although in a very circumscribed way

Comrade Swan's uitra-left assessment of the unions led 16 3
dangerous ervor. la the fanuary 25 leafler reprinted as the
appenidiy o his article. Swan and his fnends announced that i
had been x mistake ever to have collabosited with unien
officials in defense of the stnke. They funber srated chae they
were wrong o have advocated a “Na' voue agamst Kreoli's sell-
out contract: “Far better would be 1o boyeort BRAC and is
phony ballating.” This position i untenabie for working class
revelutionanes such as Swan; it 5 Nitting-only for middle class
commmeniators who can afford not to trouble thomselves with
marerial questions. The Kroll contract was going ta hun che
workers if it passed, whether they voted or zbstained, hated
the union or Toved it Not to vote against sech an instrument
materiaily harmed the workers, and no ostrich-like siznce
could absalve the abstainers [rom the comseguences. Ab-
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stencion meant turning the prion's lack of demoeracy 1nto a
sell fulfilling prophecy  The bureaucratically controlled
contracr yore was enly the famies] shadow of the waorker
demodracy that Swan i devoeed o] even so, voting and cam-
paigming agains the contract was one avenur that the class
-‘-ﬂﬁast'-‘ wis forced 1o cake Abandonment of the union i this
content bigerally became abandonment of the siruggle {for rhe
nreds of the werkers agansr the interesrs of the bosses and
bBurgaucran

Swun's action and L account of the utter lack of demoeracy
in HRAC shows thar much of his caze rests upon the inability
of the workers to contrel thein ynions. In his desenprion of
how assernb lies wanld werk he emphasites their democrane
featured, We alto advocare "asembbia’ of this Xind, which are
suplar v “lactony wommittess,” an historic Bolshevik demand
and a2 leading slogan in the |ronkyisr Transutional Program
Wihile we comsides Lhat e wndons are still vebicles for the
defensive srruggles of the workers, we are by no mneans trade
s fetishises and we recognue their severe Limitations
Assemblies of raiload workers dusing the snke could have
drawn new layers of workres inta the struggie i addition 1o
chiose active in the wodon, Mareover, should 1he sioke have
kicked aff 4 renewed minen’ stiuggle and spread throughow
the wurll.ins class, such iminmons would have had an em
b yuniv dual power significance.

Warkeey' asssinblies during the sorike would have had (o iy
toseize eflective conreol over the sirike and therelnre could nor
have ignored waging a struggle within the uniots, The
bureaucracy, because of s v 19 the worlang cluss 3y well ay
it4 instintional  positien within capaalism,  cannm be
sidesiepprd The mawses of workers, not yer iinbued with a
revalutionary consciousness — even if they had farmed
assemblies, which can be vehicles voward that consciousness —
would have had o go through the union uruggle [ by some
miracle the assemblies ould bave displaced the unions
without an internal comBar they would have had (o acy Llike
dmiond, 10 eHect to be uniona, as lang as warkers retained rhe
need for contracts and compeomuses ander capitalism, They
might be betrer and more democranic but would sall be unions
under a differemt name.

Swan's argumenr 15 essennally & democratic one 1f asembily
ieaders are o patd and of there s a genuine one man-one
vote policy. that is the key to wransfovming the working ¢las.
This, we zre afraid, is only & more radical version of the peuty
bourgeos program of groups like the Socialisr Worken Pany
whuse central solution 1o the capiulations of the burcaueracy
is 1o call for the democcatization of the unione Democracy s
exserrtial but wis not i nself the key. "DPemormacy for whant?™ u
the guestzon. Since 10 is the capitalist state whach 1 @
creasingly absorbing rhe unions and ks the tool for the
srembling of union demeeracy and the capitulations of the
burcaucrats, the central strategy must be 3 revolutionary
politcal ansck against thar stare  Democratic insphioions of
the working class — assemblies. enivns or brotherhoods — will
be huilt ooly through such 2 struggle.

Furthermore, democratic upions, cven factery comminess
amnd Seviews, do not represent the revolutionary alternative by
themselves. Ths s a2 mater of the revel unonary COnSCRuSNess
of the advanced workers. organized into a Bghting instrument
in the revolutionary party Only such a panty by providing
leadership can gowr the mass institutions their potential
revolurionary significance or even the abidity 1o mamtain
“rank and Ble” democracy, which cannot survive under
capitalism
id

In Swane situaticn within BDRALC we would lave made
vurselves known as the advocates of a revolutionary pany
jeadership 1n opposiion w Kol 1o 2l Lkelibosd orly

a small number of advanced workers would be acracted 1o
that answer, Lot {t would have been 3 beginning of the resl
sclurion. We woald have reied to bead a Fighr inside the ynion
(it of which assermblics might have grows] but focused on
specific demands fike stnke comoittess, Withour some pro
Eram of this kind rhe assermbhes wiil appesr as 1zik shops
nat groups designed for action. We would call for stnke
commiitiees mi only within BRAL but futting artnss unios
lines, We would argue foy wage, scoumty snd b amditos
proposals designed to brng all the ratl unions cul net e m
solidamty with cne group of sikery b 21 thos common
interest a3 well, We would 103 to loree all the umions ints 3
b ofTicial stoke. and wowld abse call for breaking dews the
craft barners and foroung one umbied railroad wuon

Revolutlonary Party Vital

Tn place of a revolutionary party Comrade Swan advocaim
camminee: of “acuve rebebk”™ which will presumalbly play a
tole w strugggling for the mass amembhiles and in giving (hem
iradesship Swan's ierm “rebeh” lemps tegether both con
scious revolutwnaries {without sperifically mennonmg them|
and snts hureausrane malitann who do not pooewsandy have
an anei capitalist pregtam Thas notion of 2 vanguard waorken
orgasization i wtikingly similar to that of some af the “unian
electaratisn” Swan i opposcd to, Every "rank and Ble” cageous
has s quuts of “revoluiionanes” who eurher conceal tha face
ot reveal 1r withie the group 1o cover themselets from future
pxpmaure hee in any case du pot fight lor a revolunonary
pu':-;rirn th Ihe Wninn . CeRthm organicativu tike the b
trmanional Socalst and the Maomst ouslits speriabae o rhn

Treally the rewmlunicnanea and miliiants insuch caucws
gazher topether behind a lmited refunnin program aod el
ithe ranks that thu is what (hey oeed o brooer cheir conditions
H thie rebel group wins power an chus program. o geoerally
happens thas the leaders capiulate and hecome mar anarher
e of Bureagtial Swan jayes o0 even more :lmngly m hw
theses “Local unions, rven when ‘tuken over by rebel groups
atway expenenie the rapul degeneration of the rebel and the
even mere tapid demoratizanrm of the who (tllow them
Tho B arm von law

He is ofl the mark There is na fron law of ofganizational
degeneracion b scoum under capitalbin becawse there w2
real Liw that & reloermist miremum (that s, pro-capitalse)
program will produce retormist acvions. This occurd because @
nan-revolunonary leaderafup, however pulieant muse allow
the capitalst profitsystero to funcuon. Than s erue tot anly for
umons ba: for workers amemblbes and even Sowets; the
Memshevik-led Soviets during the Russian revolunon wern uard
for counterrevolutionary acuims, Mo highﬂ i:-rgmluliuml
form can overcome capitalist degeneratiun unles it uruggied
1o overcome capitalsm. The revolunonary condent, not the
organizational form, is whar makes the difference. The higher
form © necessary but not subficieny

Like Swan, many workers wdentificd the undons with the
bureancrats and chose 10 ignore umion mectings  and
clecuons, expecung nevertheless that che bureancras would
win something for them  The same material conditions,
coupled with the international defrat of the working clas
through the capiiulation af its misleaders at the cnd of World
War [}, are responsible. Bur the situarion is changing .



antkem bocpane 3maze 1537 The puspenoy poned 1= over and
wiil not rerorn. Many are being compelied o turm Back fothe
uriens ihe anly deferaive :rginiunam they now have. 16
wructal Tor reelubbpimtes W be gthere e fight for their
program  Thik dare pa eaclude sevnlunonaries and ‘tebela”
woihing together in united fronts for joine actions. but it does
exclude hiding rhe revnluranary program behind the facade
of & "ranb and Tle’ caceus ora cammiteee of Trebels”

wwan s [atdlisoi veew hat the wnmpn Duisaucracies cannne
te defeared o his hesecaran ro fomm 2 slearly revalunonary
nugieun are hnked va another posiion thar he hares wirth b
mentor, Comrades Mungs Mudus way a [#ading Trr'ruk:na'r. whao
sirangly foughr againar the Fourth Inicrmational’
caphulations o bourgesn swationalisn dunng the Second
World War and broke with it when he reeognized that (he
wounterrevplunian bad smumphed s che USSR with the
rewaratiun of capiplisn in the late hinties. Seemy the
wirkery state, & world-borical aclneverment ol the woiking
class, seowd dnd rumerd agunst the workers led many 10
envicrude  thut all the  workerd  gams,  meluding the
buresucrarzed rrade pnmng, mon suffer the samre Tate
rarsky warncd che soaie c4F11a1|3: chewrivg of his genecangn
gl precaely puch pesimism

Indend, thuse Whe regarded the LGSR 25 2 new class sooery
stranger than decaying capualismng o1 as 2 hew, Hl'l‘iﬁ"iﬁf‘""‘l‘!
form nf rapitabiam weee led (o believe char the warkers (aced
m‘rrwhtlmlng pitds No heger werr the postowar Pablone
viearssts. who agined chat Stalinsm could sabntituce (el
for the wotlung class in makmy the secialst rovoiotion amd
had reated new Ydetormed worgers wmared T TWre have
anaiyred these thearney in Jocahsd Fose Ne 1, see alo ahe
article on the Transitional Program o vhas v, Al owee
thiecries acoepier rhe 1deas thar Ruwa China and Faseern
Eirape were societies lackimg a Mainss Ldw of mation leading
ririles sy and the necesspy of proleranan sevalunon  Pravmam

Spartacist Chauvinism

continued fraom page 7

The indeed 13 the Spamacuss self concepaion They regdnd
themaseives as a3 party based no “dedlased mellectuals™ why
hieg socialism to the working class thiough 2 “leap from
puisite bourgoots secety akogether © {Marzod Bullerm Vo 3
Fars 111, ser abso our artscle on the 31, " The "Marsism of the
Pesry Bourgeoisie,” n Socualyr Fewe No 3] Two pon
members express the poston mos succincily and without
gusic In a pasage quoted approviagly in Spartacay Bream
July 1978 "1In (3¢t the revolutionary vanguard shauld be de
claced  otheowise they oither fave petey bourgeos intsresid o
the profeasize s sdhussons and chauwiniom,™ Just which secnon
ab 1he pinlevanar could the romrades have in mmd? Many
withers have dlusions, but 1t 1w the aristocracy of labor thar
halds the palm for chauvinism. The 5L defines the proletarat
as the ansoctacy and concentrates s political work in thal
secior it rwaprs nenher  petty hourgeois  inzerests nar
anslocrate chauvinam ,

The pety bourgesis gusider position is the key to the
Spactacist Leagur. Ity idealism is the outlook of middle ¢lass
ingelisctuals who regard the clash of maretial inierests o be
degrading. For the SLthe wackers interests ard base: only the
‘declasied intellectualy” are withowr the “appetites” thas

aver the revalstionary eapacines ol che warkers and 4 turm o
the amon or srale bureduciacics wae an alibost (nevilale
result. The working class detear and ine perisd af prospeny
weie the major {actors boorath thews Cpiuuai vinws

Munis and his followers teuke an ditia el cousss mstead.
They rejected the bureaucrasios bt dips thies nor the Bureas-
crarired working clasy frtiiutiony o hopelmaly Loy iumied.
Munis wrtes in his 1374 bock v the O53H Pary Szele,
Staliniom, Revolunion {in breachd 3 44 "l suin, the bwo
prinnpsl spurces of the counterevalution were wranfied
property and the dectatorshug of the parey | these are aiwep m
tirmest loundation

Cur own analysis of the capitaban coumervevolunen n the
LISSR comes to guite opposits conclusions, Fies ool sl
nationalized propeny was 3 conguest nnly cthe proletanar
could have achieved. it is & necessary although by o means
sufficient conditwan for the constiows argamraion ol the
reomoemy by the workers' state (see Socalnd Powe No 6}
Wrested from the workers” hands and pur 1o ddurgenis wees o
rends o devolve in the direction af readiional indmaduaced
capitalisn propeity. Sccondly, wncreasgly arbinvary rule by
thie Bolsheviks over the LISSE was & had necesmty larced upon
the wsolzmied worthers staie by the dowrectwn of all other
class smauilubany m the conpterrdvalatmnary civil wars of
1918 3981 Farthe Bakbeviks to have ahandoned nenonalied
fFroperry and the party weaepely of power 2t chat me would
Haee mheant & rapedl. anad probabiv o succesbul baurgeon
coumnerevniunon A far betier course was the siruggle by che
Tromkyst  Lelt  Dpposition agamsl  the  resobfuijon’s
degenergiian and o § Erermanonaiiranan even rhough chis
uruggle was defrated by Salinsm, Comrade Muns hao
coneded ot ondy  the defeir of the Russian workers
revalipan bar che snevuabitiey of thar defear lo s a0 wonder
ithat he and hn followesy concede the umons, nationalized
property asd apparently evon the revalutionary pemy o che
haurgrenic. W

carrapd the mundine classes of Sodery The Bpartacas
ubiguitous term “appenres’ papresses the disdan of those wha
aid farﬁhllh driven by the stavk mazenal vedessmtes o! (e
miassen et Capperie” s the toundation of communam, the
maleyial aaparation 1 bever canditinng in terms bl of bread
and ab cubural emntiong! aed froelleciual pesds. The
clearly ot ta be grasped by those wha g "ouwside bourgran
seawety aliageiher ™ atop Moutt Olympus drinking neoar
fror a skyliose: b

Phe 50 s viewpgoint i1 precwely Lhal wl e profewsicons:
mirdedle chasses who are mat dieectly tied 0 e means sl
proglucnion and whe therelore see nelier b woridrs in
tefests Mt the BOUrgacas 4 WAIRmi weocosty 10 ascumular
capital that underlies s wndoubicdly nasiy greed. Thew
capacity 1o condemn che appemies 6t 23 ¢l makes them
wsetul servants of the bourgeoiie who need o have the masss
nreds contretled. Theee 18 room hete Tor 1he Spartacius, wirh
their special Faculiy For seating che hard “ieurh” aboue Lhe
oppressed peoples tha more resjcent lefras cannor buing
themiselves 1o do Roberraon i Uaining & cadre indeed. bat
not for the predersnian revalution Eventually she baurgraiue
will put such Flulpﬂk".ru] cOrTUmmn: v oy, W
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“Workers’ Governme

Myth and Reality of th

137% 13 ehe bundredoh anniversary of Lean Trowky s bigh,
ervd 1953 was the foruech amuversary of Lhe quudmg of the
Fourth lozermacional and ws adoprion of the Transinanal
Frogram Thes Program, widely considered w be the definiuve
dowwment of Tmeskyuam, has heen pur eo a severe tear duynsg
thest anmiversary yeats: revolutionary or prerevolubionsrs
utuarions have broken gur in Perg, Iran and now Nicaragua.
and some of the nominally Troskyist organizations an the
seene have been able to apply their versions of the Tramitional
Program o angaing revalurions

It is nur cantension char the Program has been croacnerously
rmimwsed ]:Fﬂi:gnl‘d for the "systomatic inobilication of the
mases |or the proloiacnan revolution.” 1 has heen pwr ra
purcly reformist purposes by comtiss masguetedimg a1
Troeskytus. The main crgznszation rr':_:mr..i:i‘.-]f_' 1 rhe Llnued
Serreraniat of e Fourth Inernanonat [UScch. whose rwo
wings are led by Etoest Mandel and the American Socials
Woarkers Patiy (SWI') Groups under the 1i5ec's guidance
have helped waste vemendous ospponunites  for the
pulctanat and have dragged the Tranational Program
thraugh e mud ol “democranie”  pariiamentarsm and
pavifism

The loremom sask of icwpiutionases 0 & revolutionary
sifudtioh 1s 16 win the warking clam far the conquest of sate
iwer, the preletarian rowpluuon. Th doss ol meat simpdy
prnpagrmining lor the diciarorship ot the prolezanac [or
wiarkens wiale] — altheugh rhis reruamly musi be done; n
treans e wde of all pailivie ol taitics and <logans co prove 1o the
mass of the wolong class tha: thue grat i the onlv wav for-
ward! v ruesns expiaimng ab overy oppartuey thiet working
class jrivmer Can e il fl'l.f{:lll‘:il |rvl,||.|:|l'h!lr|-.-1.1'}' ITiftans I'JI1|‘_|-'. Lhe
destruction of the bourgenny sare gpparatus, not through the
accumulatien of demecrane and pariad retormg

Parliameantarisa in lren and Peoy

the cheefl tool for the Undied Socretanat’s betrayal i yhe
Tworkers and farmers govermsnent wi hery
Uransitional
Program rhat deals with (he yuestion ol stace powr: I b
slogan way devired by rhe early Connmunisl Miteinatianal as a
revelutonary tacsic Ton breaking the working clas bram i
teformmist teaders by demonstrating their tics to bourgesis dlate
power [t was adnpred in che 1930's by the Fourth In
feimational o win the workers awavw from the Fopular front
woalitians with the bourgemsie orgapued by the Social
Demmocratio and Stalinized Commurst Pamies Bur o pad s
been used in a4 purely “democratic” and reformist way by
Stalin's Comintern in the jare 5203

By Wasll, (he slogan of the “workesy' BOverinenT i st
|I!H’:!\f 1 e l]nl'}!‘rs.rfli'ui i A rhau}ge i g:txc,*n};:r:;:; Lo lhl:
be nefin of working class panics, the rxampics of the British
Labour Party in power or the Unidad Popular of Salvador
Allrnde in Chile are the most promuuent No government of
2 capitalive stae. even of tomposed entirely of workang clas
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fon dinely
EUNEITITI=NL | the ormiral slogan i the

parties, IEprescmis @ fevolutronary workers’ stage. These
regimes art not al all whar the tactic in the ['ransaienal
Program means Uung the dogan by isell s therefore 1
sulficyent il has 1o be grern the specific ol PLEGRATY COMLen]
in the hamds of the Uler, however, the slogan 5 given a
specilic contenr thae 5 enorely parliamentary

In Peruw, a mase upsurge '.m:hirii:'lE w'tdtsprcad geneqal
strybes forr ed the ruling maluaey junta o call for elections a3
Conmureend Aswembly (0 the summer of F97E. Most of the
T Prouskywe” partiss tombined in an clectoral bloc known a
FOCEY which included the “workers” and prasants’ govers.
sreeret st peogram and conunvally fostered the iHusion tha
such & government could be achewved through the bourgeos
dominated Awemhbly Hugn Blanco of the USec was FOGEP,
mamn spokesman and (ke most peominent working clas
representative because ub his repracanion as a fghung leader of
prasani -.upriamg'.t in the 1960°s Blancy ssued 4 draft con
stitution calling for g poverminent based apon elecied com
mrees ab warker and peasants. pie siredked the democratic
organizational forms m ha desft, called for 2 democream
wornnverntc of workers and pegisnts organirations oo gomend

A maeting of the new Russtan soviel in March, 1317
the warkaers, soldiers and peasants and lormed he Sagl



nt ' vs. Workers’ State

i@ Transitional Program

and finally adopt the constitution — and added as the final
step thar "the draft should then be presented by the woerkers'
candidates  elected o the Copstituent  Assem
bly" { Tntercontmental Press, June 19, 1978) . The masses were
} aot 10ld that a workers govemment means a ievolutionary
confiontavon with the armued stale power of the bourgecisie
And this document was noc an solated exception. T hrougheur
hs several speeches as an Assembly delegate widely reprinted
by the USec press, Blanco creared the impressinn that
“pavernments elecred by the peaple’ are the road forward Lo
"workers' and peasanty power.
lg Iran, after the overtloow of dhe Shali in January, the
HKS (Socialist Warkess Party) was set up jatnely by the rwa
wings al the USe and the Organizing Committee for the
Reconstruction of che Founth Imemational, 1TKS leaders had
preswoushe explained rheir goal of a warkers’ and peasanes
government as follows:

"The republic fer which we siruggle i not the
replacement of the Shah by a presideny, nor even
the replacemenr of all the reactionary elements
by progresive funcrioparics and Moslems as

- i
s profoundly demoacratic institulion was launched by
af the revalutionaty workers” state.

Khameini demands, hut the complete
democratization from top o borom of the siate
apparatus, based on elections and the possibility
of recall at apy ume at the demand of the
bhase " (fupricor, French edition, January 18,
Lu?gy

The srare appararus whise “"enmplete democratizanon” s
called for @ the bourgeoi siate apparacus af the Shah and
later the Ayatollah Bhomemnr Despite the “workers’ and
prasants government” label given eo it this call for a repubbe
was i armony, not opposition. o the bourgeon and predict-
ably repressive Lslamic Republic of Khomeini and hus religious
{ellowers, The USec voninbuted o the illusion thar Khomer.
s repatblic couid be democratized and that a constitueni
assembly could be ser up Withour a struggle by the working
Llass L destroy the Khomeini regime. In its proposed "Bill of

Raighus for the Workers antd Toilers of lvan™ (frtercontinental
Press. Februaoy 50 18791, the, HES called for such a con
stituent assemhbly o “consider establishung” the structueal
bases ol & workers' and peasamts’ government.

The LSec did go so far 23 to bring up socialism. An official
statemnens, “Lhe Third lraman Revolution has Degun”
{Intercontmental Press, May ¥, 1979}, described the tashs of
it proposed workers' and peasants’ govermument,

“"Such a government would cement the bond
beiween -.%u: workers and the poor peasants,
mobilize the masses to expropriate the major
branches of banking and induwsiry, break the
power uf the imperialists and their native
capitalist junior panoers, instiuee a planned
cconomy, aud establish the dictatorihip of the
pruleiarial, opening the way Lo socialim."

It wa: not menucned in chis comprehensve documene thatc
thie task pf "stablishing” the dictatorship of the prolelariac
would he 3 welenr one, requiring an armed clash with che
armed furces of Khomeini and the bourgemisie. On the
vaontrary, the HESs Bill of Rights states that "the army must
ne democravized’ = not defeated, a ceeacherous llusion 1o
propagate among the unarmed masses, '

The Incomplete Frogram

I these wo outstanding revolutonary oppartunities, Pery
and Iran. the United Secretanat is csing the goal of socialiam
wher by pets mentioned ac all - 3y 2 cover to support the
chimerical dermocrarization of the Bonapartin bourgeos
regimes. 1 bemoans each inevizable betrayal of democracy by
these repunes atter having deceived the masses thar democrati-
zation was possibie. 1 sees a fraudulent bourgeois democracy
evolving peacefully into the real workers’ democracy of the
inasaes 1t avopds rasimg to the masses the necessity of
smashing the bourgeois state and crecting a workers' state.
This strategy not only betrays socialism but cannor cven
achieve real democraic gains, The USec uses the workers” and
17



praiinis’ povernmenr as §15cheel ool in thas decepiion by
promiving workess power but giving the demand a pasine
clectaralise, non revolunenary meaning The consequence in
both Tran and Perz 1f the workers and prasanu are nor
prepared for the revolutonasy sruggle, will be nof juwr mased
apporiunitices for woabsm but a turm to sovage reacmon asin
Chile

Efow o ir possible for the Teanasional Program to be vaed
this wax! It 15 nod the misinterpreration of words e the
Tracsuonal Program thar has thuown the pseuwdo-Tiotshyinn
oif rhe resgluvsonzry path. Cinothe contoary, che degencraton
o the Fouzth Iniernavonal inio centrism occurved owver &
yuaster of a century ago under the impac: of the masve
defear of the internariona! working class during and afies the
Second Warld War {see gur analysis 10 Secwlisd Foree Mo, 2
the fravdulent use of the Transitional Program is but ope
result af that decay, Today the revolutionary upsurge of the
mawes and therefore the wruggle for a senuinely revolunonary
program and leadership are ar cenieer stage In vartigus articke
we lave analyeed other aspects of the thieones and pr.a:;tin;_'ts of
the pseuds Trotsknsts, Our specific purpose in this anicle is wo
resctee the Transmional Program from the myths created by ms
cenirnt interpreters, take apar the theotenral encumbrances
that have heen constructed around the workers' BOVETIIT e
siogan an particular, and resnaect the Program as the cen
terpiece of revalutinnary palines thas o was cneended 1o be

The Transuional Program (s exaey ptle =5 The Death
Agony ol Capitalir and the Tasks of the Founh In
terratnal ™y was wetien by Imisky as & dralr program for
the {ngniding conlerence of Use Fourth Internatanal in 19355
fowequared the mame "7 ramitipeal Prosgram’ beause the
bulk o 1he docurment i deyvated o 2 progTam. o sstem, ol
tranunonal demands “stemcing oo today s conduom and
Crori oty s conscsnusnesy of wide layers of rir working class
and analierably leuding to one final vonclusion. the congues
ol power by the pealetanar = The quatatng o ciken (o the
ook The Tranaional PMrogram for Socsalist Rerolutian
TPaky pubiished by the SWPs Pathfider Pres [rhesd
eliion g 1140, whiel coteains the Pragram dself sn addician
v tvany of Trotsky's wrimes aod yecorded discussons un s
sigrihicance L as the only edima nosw sidely available o ihe
Uined Stares.

he SWP L tifle of this Lok exproswes the myth of the
Tranunanzl Prgram — for abhough the puipose of ihe
Tranucwonal Progiesm o w0 biing sbout  the  soetalui
revolunan  in o nes tiee " nengram e sociabiar seeotunom O T he
cotrest plicement of the Tranuconal Program ur the
remlutanasy ammiay thimald e evigent from several ;‘_u-uﬂg
starernesiet hy Trowtky 1nthe Progeam itself. he wrote

“Tt s necrssary to help the mawes it the procos af
the daily sruggle o find the bridge herween
present nuds and che socialise program of the
revadution. This bridge thould include a system
ol tronnbienal demands YUEMR p 114

rhe hr&-ﬂgf o the sercialise (i af the
revobtitive s noy the same thimg as rhay program. A fow
paragraphs further oo Teopky ngde the same poing in
different words

“Theold "minimal’ program bs superseded by the
tronntional prograny the task of which Tes in
s¥sermanic mohilizatian of the mases for the prih.
letarian revoludion.” (FPSH p. 115)

2 courie

Clearly Trowsky meant the manuuenal grogram (o be »
subatitute for the "minimal” program and pot for dhe
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‘mammal  program of wonadisz revolution In fary the
Progrom does ot contasn Uie slogan of the dictatorshiv of the
peolecaniat. The entire Peogram leads in this direction, but
that w precaely the peint: i leads cthis way bue falls shon
Tintshy was pertectly awiie of the cmission As he stated 10
ane of the diseusmons on rhe Dralt Program wich hus fallowers
ffune 7. 14938, TPSR. 1 179

“The dralt program 1 oot a  complewe
program...Alsa the end of the program is nm
semplece, bevaus we don't speak here about the
sacial revolution, abuut the seirure of power by
insprrection, the wrandformation ol capitalist
sociery imin the dieaarship, the dioatership inn
s i lise I-uuin{. This brings the reader only m

the dourstep. Il is 3 program for action {rom
todhay  uneil  the
resvalution,”

Why was the Transudanul Progran devised to lead only o
the “dooasep” ol the sociadisr revolunon? That o i esence the
subpees of thas enuce arcle Bur we can cenainly say tha
Trotsky was not motecested b any far lefs form of relormupin,
he did niotintend ta lead the working clam o the rewmlution
ondy o have she door slurmmed e ity Jage Nevertheles, the
incomplete charaoer of the program [in the sense Tramky
meenrjoned) his engbled contrise o wae il 23 & wedpein dgubnl
the rewslution.

The warkens' povernment siogan o central 0 the msuse af
the Proarars becosuse o hias bewis waed ox Lace 25 3 subscpuate Jor
tne smusseng ciogen al dhe workess mawe 14 s no comodenece
1hat the organizanons which mabe ths substutution arc (e
same ones thal Uuny years ago devised toe theory thas petty
beargeon forves in Easttrn Eutupe and China cousd sub
witir lor the proleisra oo nabing che wenaliss pevalion
That, 22 we will sirow. & onr of rhe keys to the moreprewm
ranson roday AL thar gme the exparowon ol Stqlingr afie
World War I thiew the Fourth Tniernancnals theory inta
dusarray. today, the fabe theory has been crvstalliced o a
pragzan for disguesing Sralimar type reformism as Trankysm
The sabsaiucon of workens' government lur workers” state s
sorhing but the substisoon of reform fur revoiution

begintiing of the sooalis

The Workers Government Tactic

The correct use of the workers' governureny slogan is a
somplicated political question. made even muore 4 by the fact
that the major documents in which it ir expounded arc enher
rontradictory and confusing (o themselves (the resoluuons of
the Communst luternational i the early 1920°) o1 are only
sketches of the eptire body of thesry (the Transitional
Program) To rmecover the meoaning of the slogan requires a
review of its history in che light of the fundamental Marxise
digtinemion between state and govormment

In dotng this we wish to establish two central ronclusions
atnong vthers 1) The workers” government slogan i a tactical
anwe which wsed camectdy can lead to the revolution and the
workers' state TLis to be rabsed ar cemain conjunciuses in the
dasgs sruggle and withdrawn at others: if i is used as an
nmnipresent strategy it becomes a suhiritute for the workers'
state and serves only relormsst purposss. 2) The slogan i
agiantonal rather than propagandistic, in the sense enag it
codifies the idea of state power in @ form accessible 10 large
numbers of workers and does nex in itsell embody the full
revulutionary inplication that ondy the mos 2dvanced laper of
winkery will be prepared jo sccept. [Of course, it can be
discussed {n propagandsne woiongs 33 1 is boing dncuseed o



this amicle bur 21 2 sdogan & has oaly agitarional
significam:e.) Both of these conclusions indicate the Hmited
and conpancrural characrer of the slogan. It has oothing in
commmon with the anpversal substiture for the worhers™ state
that has been made of 1«

The mienzific codification of transicional demands began at
the Third Congres of the Communis Intermadional m 1921,
The revalutionary upsurge that sweptl through Europe, in-
spired by the Balshevik Revalution in Russia and fucled by the
hasdships ol wartbime, had subsided. Ir Jleft in its wake
in many countries Communisr Pareies which generally had the
allegiance vuly of munonity scotwons of the working class, Often
the refommist Soecial Democrats and centrists had an equal of
targer mfucnce o the proletaniat. The problemn facing the
Communists was a tacucal one. Becavse of the example of the
Boishevik Rewoiurion, it was clearly undersiosd thar the
Communist Parties stod For the straregy of m’eril’u'uwing the
bowrgzomez by revolumonary means. Yet the  Social
Democratie strength made it apparent thay not” sl workess
Believed that rourse 1o be necessary to win their demands. The
Commtern congress tumed to the tactic of the united fromt
arder 1o prove 1o the reformist-led workers in joint struggle
that the revolutionary strategy was in fact necessary.

The chiel point at 5suc was the link beoween day-tu-day
struggles and the victory of sooialism. The Social Democran
asserted chat the gradual accretion of refonmy, coupled with
the growing electoral srength of their parties, would fead
inrvitahly to sociakism. The firful proaperity in Furope ac the
i ol the eentury, derived liom impenalism, had fosteied
the (llusinn rhas reform was 2 permanen: capitalis inssiterion
and, moreuver, that captabsm would be ransformed ima
prclalisin through the democratic friesture of the manes
without a revolutian,

The dlnsion soon burst, and 1n the ppoch of capitalsg devas
the rminumum program of possible refarms praved o be no
atveer to the reality of hie undsr capitalom. The mmmwum
program held workers back tram fighting for therr dasly needs,
tecause dapatalim i orive could ool afford o grant oven
there The Camintem lound an aliemative 1o the pumimum
progeam 1 the seragyle for vemicons]l demands,

"Ian place of the minimum program of the
reformists and centrists, the Communist In-
wimalional mouno & sruggle for the conereie
needs ol the prolewriay, for 2 yyuem of demands
whith taken wogether undermine the power of the
bourgeniiie, 1z¢ the prolctarist snd form
the stages in the struggle for the proletarian
dictatorahip, and cach of which expresses 3 need
of the broad mases, even i they are nol con.
sciousiy in favor of the dicwrorship of che
prolrariac™

Such demands would be the bans for 2 umited fromi ap
proach to the Socral Democratic workers. All the vansitional
demands were desngned to break the worken from their
reformist lesdershup and conscdiownes. not 1o blur over the
difference briween reformam and  revolutionary outlooks.
Every hositation and sefusal on the pant of the relormin
ieaders to carry out such spexific needs af the worlong class
wauld undenmune the Sonal Democracy’s hegemony oves i
followers, on the other hand  every concrete step joimuly
fought for by Communist and Social Democratic workers,
despire the hentavoms of the reformists to demand what the
tapitabists claim they cannot afford to gram, would be a
victotry for the working das In every cose, it would e ihe

Communists who would hold the interess of the working class
above any connderanion of capitalist profitabllity and the
Social Democrats whe would refuse ro go beyond limiu
determined by the bourgenisie.

Bur thers was one case in which 1 was 1he Communists, net
the Social Democrats, who might appear to be the abstacle 1o
s umited frone cffore an behalf of the workers' jomnn mreresss
The Commurdsts tefused pn principle o jom the bourgeos
governments af the various capitalist states, while the Social
Demacrars did not hesitate o do o, arguing that their par
viciparion in government enabled them w aid the working
class. The Sucial Democraoe seppartens did hot comsider the
bourgeon governments . be organs of the capioulist clpe
alone; ey voted for the reformisn precuely to win a “share®
of the governmental power The Cottrmunists underseaad that
working class tepresentatives in bourgrols governmenss serve
0 deceive the masses racher than cany oul thein nterems.
yer this undemanding had 1o be proved i practice o he
Spcial Democratic workers who comsidered such pamopaion
a victory. The urred fraonr had 10 be exiended 1o govem
rroestal power

The Bolshevik Precedant

The Comununisn wore able toturn ta a precedent from the
Habhenik Bevoiurion Turing the perind of 1the Provoional
Goverupems  which were zoalmions  berwern the openly
boprgenis paries and the Memsheviis (reformis Sormal
Democrae) and the Serial Revolurinnaries (supported by the
mapority of the peasanirvy, the Bobhonls were faced wirh a
semitar azncal problem Liere the climase was revolutionary
e that the Crarmr regime had born owerthrown and the
wrrkers and peasanis were actively fighting o cuntinue the
revolution. Yo the Mensheviks and Sonzl Rewolurionanes
domnated the soviete the councils t=1 up by the worken and
prasans, and the Bokheviks beld anly 3 gmall minony of
sraid The Bolsteyvis raised the slogurns “Diown with the
Capitatist Mintstery™ and Al Pawer to the Soviers, 7 in order
to piesemt the ez of an mdependem: government ol the
workert parnes based on organs of the meass=. that would
CAFY OV NCCCSSAry meamnres such as ending the vmperialis
war, dutnbuting the land o the pessanc, vrgaming food
distnbuson in the oies,

W othe Memmhevik= and SRy had brokea with they
hosrgean panners and camed aur the Balshenk demands,
there would have been 2 "wothes and pezsanis’ povernment”
under the bourgeos state. The Bolsheviks would not have
partucipated 16 such. 2 gevernment since the state appararus
wouied still have been that of the bousgeoisie but would fuve
wsed the face thay the government would be based upon the
sovicts tu fight for power wirhen these bodies. They hoped 10
win 3 majeriry inthe sovicts by expesing the reformiss’ refusal
1o carry vut thelr own promiss oven when not restrained by
the hourgenis goalifies. The “workers' and prasanis’ govern-
memt” of the Memsheviks and 3. R.'s would have cxisted for
only A historical moment; its existence would have aided the
Bolheviks io bringing the class conflice to a head. Here = how
Lerun explained the Bolshevih propasal:

"The compromise would amount o  rthe
following: the Bolsheviks, without making any
clalm to parricipare in the government (vhich s
impossible for the interoztionalists unles a
dictatorship of the proletariat and the poor
peasants hae been realized), would refrain from
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demanding rhe immediste transfer of power o
the proletariat and the poor peasana and from
cmploying revolutionary methods w fight for this
demand, A condition that bs scif-evident and not
new (o the SR and Memheviks would be
complree [reedom of propaganda and the con.
vocation of the Comsatuent Assembly withous

Turther deiays ...
"The Mensheviks and S.R.'s being the gov-
ernment bloc, would then agree .. o form a gov-

ernment wholly and exclusively nsible to
the Soviers, the latter taking over 2 wer ln-
cally as well. ... I think the Bolheriks would

advance w0 other conditioms, trusting tha

the revolution would proceed peacefully and
party strife in che Soviets would be pencefully
overcome thanks to really complete [reedom of
propaganda and 1o the immediate establishinent
of 32 new democracy in the composidon of the
Soviers (pnew elections) and in their fune
tioning. ...

“The Bolheviks would gain the opportu-
nity af gquive freely advocaring their

views and of rrying to win influence in the
Soviets under a reatly complete democracy. Ia
words, 'everybody’ new concedes the Bolsheviks
this freedom. In reality, this freedom s im-
possible under a bourgeois government or a
guvernment in which 1he urgeoisie  par-

ticiputes, or unider any government, in {act, other
than the Soviets. Under a Savier government such
freedam would be posrible (we do not eay it would
be a cenaincy, but still it would be possible}. For
the sake of such » powibility at such a difficulr
time, it would be worth compromising wilth the
present majarity in che Sovies. We have nothing
i {car from real democracy, for realits is on our
side, and even the course of developmem of
trends within the S.R. and Menshevik parnies,

which are hustile o us, proves w right

“The Mensheviks and 5 R.'s would gain in that
they would at once obtain every opportunity o
carTy vut their bloc's program with the suppor of
the vbviously overwhelmi mazjority of the
people and in that they would secure for them-
selves the "praceful’ use af the majority in the
Soviete.™ {"On Compromises " in Collectrd Works,
Volume 25 pp. 307-3)

One further point aboul Lenin's tactic must be siressed,
Tt Bolshevika withdzow the slogan “All Power tu the Soweis”
afrer the “july Daw’” of 1917 when the bourgenis gove mement
wiz 1 the support of the Mensheviks and SR’y curtailed the
seviets” powers and outlawed the Bubhevik Party. Lenin then
argu=d that the soviers ad working clas inssirenons had becn
hopelessty compromused so that even a “swviet government” of
Memsheviks and 5 R.s would plamly e a tool of the
bourgeoisie, Later. afrer the Crarmt general Komilov had
been defeated in his atrack on Perrograd in an anempt to
averthrow the Provisional Government. the slogans were taken
up again by the Bolsheviks on the condition that cheir freedom
of action be restored. The above quotation from Lenin come
from his period of the revolubon. The fact that the slogans
for the “workers” and peasants’ government’ were raised at
umes and withdrawn at others mdicates ther tactical pavure,
Lemin made this explicit m the same article quowed above -

“Our Party, like any other political party, s
striving after political dominadon for itself. Our
20

sim i the dictatonhip of the revolutionary
proletarial,...We may ofE:r A comprotmise (o These
partics only by way of exception, and ouly by
virtue of the particular sitoation, which will
obyiously lust only a very short tirpe

Lenin's proposal for 3 Menshevik -5 R government comes in
an essay entiied “On Compromses,” and our excerpt
describes the compromse thag Lendn praposed. The obvous
must be puinted wul. Leomn's propesal was not pan of the
Bobshevik's fundamental program but a tacteal compromse
[t was made openly before the massa and not covertly, bui
was 3 deal nevertheless. As well Lenin emphaszes, as wall all
future grnuine urited front proposals, that the Bobhiovika
retain the nght to entioze and propagandoze dunng e
compromiie. They needed this freedom 1o prove o the
workess the necessity of the workers state, even while they
engaged in 4 compromise over a “worken' government

The Bolshevik's proposed comipremise was not accepred.
The Bolsheviks won a majority of che soviers nevertheless and
were able o use this power a & base for the Oaober
Revolution that overthrew the bourgeos state The wnited
franr tactic was successful cven though pet accepted, in tha
the Mensheviks refusal tothrow the baurgeois minusters out of
the Provoonal Covernmene was an imponrtant element in
undermmng their influence among the masies

The Balshewks offered another compromise 10 1he cenrnsn
gfter the workens' revolution & share io the governmen: of
the new workery stale. This oHer was accepted for 3 time by
the lefi wing al the Social Brwlutionary paruy. reflecting the
Bolsheviks' adoption of the 5. R. programa for the division of
the land among the peasantty. This was in =ffecy an aciual
workets' and peasants’ government. a bloc of a warking <las
party {the Bolshewiks) and & peasacc party (the S.R.5)
power. The government was 2 united fon: whose key task was
to defrnd the workers' wate sgaing bourgeois restoration: the
guestion of “which smare?” was sall alive The bloc wich the
Lefr 5 ¥ ’s was also mreant to expose the vacillatars and win
the revolurinnanes amang them aver 10 the Bolsheviks which
ta & large sxtept it oid,

T'he post-revolistionary workers’ and prasaniy’ gevemment,
zlthough i happened o l2st only a briel time. wat not the
aecessanly wempordry event that @ prcfevolutonary Men
shevik-5 R regume would have been The difference was the
class nature af the underlying stare apparams: rhe Memberik
government, a Cworkers' government of 3 bourgros waie
would have been tnherently contradiciory and would af course
have brought the question of which clzs it to Tule ta the fore,
Thus although the two forms of workers and peasarnty’
governmeniy had comman aspects, the united Trong in pus
vicetdar, they were 1wo fundameically different things:

The Fourth Comintern Cangress

il was with the precedents ol the Bolshevik Revoludon
mind thar the Fourth Congress of the Communiz In
termanonal tumed to the slogan of the worken' governmen.
The Comintern statement, was addressed (o those countries
where 1he bourgeois regime was unsable and the working clas
parties had substantial suength. I was deaigned w broak the
Social Democratic workers from their clas eallaborationiss
leaders by rxposing the sefusal of the reformuses to bhresk their
ti=s with the bourgedisie,

* .. To the coalition, open or masked, between
the bourgeoitic and the 5ocal Democrats, the
Comm ts counterpose the anited froot of all



workers and rhe political and ecapamic coalidon
of all the workers parties against hourgeois
power, in order to overthrow the larter ence and
for all. In the common strugele of all the workers
against the bourgeoisie, the cntire state apparatus
must fall into the hands of the workers' govern-
ment, and inthis way the position of the working
elass will be reinforced.

“The most elementary program of a workers'
governmeni must consist of arming che
projetariat, disarming the counterrevolutionary
bourgeeis organizations, installing control over
preduction, placing the chief burden of mxation
on the rich and breaking the reésistance of the
counterrevolurionary hourgeoisie,

“A governmemnt of this kind is possible only if 1
arises out of the struggle of the masses themselves,
if it 1 based on workers® organizations suited for
combat znd created by the widest Jayers of the
oppressed working masses. A workers' goverm-
ment resulting from a parliamentary com-
bination may also provide an opportunity to
strengthen the revalutlonary workers movement.
Bur it is self-evident that the emergence of a
genuine workers' government, and the con-
tinuation of such a yovernment carrving out a
revolutionary policy, must lead to the [iercest
strugzle and eventually to 2 civil war with the
bourgeoisie. The mere attempt by the proletarian
to form a workers' government will meet from the
start the wmost vielent resistance [rom  the
bourgeaisie. The slogan of the workers' govern-
ment s therefore capable of focussing and
unleashing revolurionary siruggles.”

The document thus clearly describes the natwre of a
workers' povernment under 3 bourgeods scate 2s a destabilzing
force that necessarily brings the question of the class nature of
the state 1o rhe foreground of strugprle and i fact precipitates
the civil war with the hourgesisie, under conditions of mass
working clas mohbilizaton,

Buc the document also exhibits certan measares of con
fision, Ti poes an to lise five possible types of "workers'
governments” thar Communists have o anticipace:

{1" A liberal workers' government. There is
already such a government in Australia; there
may 2lsg be one before oo long in England.

{2) A Social Democratic workers' government
{Germany}.

(3) A workers' and peasants’ government. Such
@ possiblity exisrs in  the Balkans, in
Crechoslovakia, erc.

() A workers' government in which Com-
munists participaie.

{5) A penuine proletarian workers” govern.
ment, which in its purest [orm cap anly he
embodied by 3 Communist Parry.”

The first two 1ypes are dismissed in the documen: as false
warkers’ govermments that "camouflage a coalition betwesn
the. bourgenisie and the counterrevolutionary leaders of the
warkers,” However, it is inconceivable thar such liberal or
Social Democranc governmments could ever carry out or even
adopt the "most elementary program of a workers' govern.
meat” (Marmmg the proledariat.” etc) thae the dooument
provided. The Fourth Congress dismissed these two types frem
further consideration. noting only that Communists must not
participate in them and that they "can ohjectively contribute
to precipitating the process of decompaosition of the bourgeois

regime.” This is true of the Menshevik-5.R. government of
1917 which the Bolsheviks had tactically proposed, bue it was
nat true of the Sacial Democratic and liberal governments of
the twenties that the Comintern cited as examples. In face.
Lahaur Party or Social Democratic regimes placed in office in
non-ievolutionary  situations  are  generally no more
destabilizing of bourgeoss rule than any other bourgeois
ZOVEITIMent.

5o certaindy some clanficatien had o be made, bur the
above lisr instead embodies a number of confusions. Frmt, a
Social Democratic or liberal government would not ar all
counterpose the united front of all workess parties against the

"coalition, open or masked, berween the bourgeoisi= and the
Social Democrats.” It would in fact be juse such 3 masked
coalition, aimed against the dictatorship of the proletariar.
The slegan of the workers” government does noe in itselfl make
this abviously [undamentat distinction, and should therefore
not be used in a situation where a counterrevalutionary
government of workers' parties is likely,

Secondly, the distinction among all five forms is made o
depend on which parties panicipate in the government. That
is one element but not the definitive one. For example the
fifth, ‘genuine.” caregory is designed to stand for che dic
tararship of the peeletanat becduse it o3 “embodied by 2
Commuunist Party.” In Russia by 1922 che proletarian dic-
tatarship was indeed embodied in the Communist Party alonue,
But the first post-revclutionary government had included mom-
Communists. The defining peint of the proletatian dic-
tatership s not which parties make up the governmem bt
which clzss ruales (he state. The workers” destruetion of the
bourgeos state apparatus and the establishment of their own

creates the workers' srate, Communists will certainly be the
leading force in the government of such astate, bur for perods
of sime their party may share the power. {We now also kaow
that perty-bourgeois forces may capuwure the governmental
power ina degenerating workers' scate, asin the Sralinistruled
LSSE 0 the 1920 and 19%50's, o thar a workers' siate may
have a non-Communist and non-workers' government.

Uhe third and fourth types on the list best fie the Comin.
tern's conception ol how the workers' government slogan
should be psed. Bue there  a third confusion, The document
at the very beginning states that "the workers” government ...
should be wsed everywhere as a general propaganda slogan” as
well as @ "slogan of presenc-day political acrivity.” However,
the slogan is direcred 1o agitational wses throughout the
document  and must et be confused with a  geperal
propaganda slogan on the question of power which can only
b the dictatarship of the proletariat, The document at the
end makes this very point

“Communists are ready to make common catsg
with those workers, Social Democrats, Christians,
non-party, syndicalists, etc., who have not yet
recognized the need for the proletarian dic
taworship. The Communists are ah&tﬁﬂp‘lrtd-
under certaio circumstances and with certain
guarantecs, to support s non-Communist
workers' government. But the Communists must
at all costs explain to the working class that i
liberation can enly be assured by the dictatorship-
of the prolewariac.”

Since the pre-dicrarorship types of workers' government are
nut inevitable stages rowarnds (ke proletarian digrarorship.
ua.ing the “workess’ guvﬁrnmrnt" iiug:n Az A gene.ra]
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propaganda ylegan will lead ta mmense confusion, Tt would
wake the call for a workert governmen imo a permanent
uritted front st stegy with reformises (whe, hke the Mensheviks
during the July days. are capable of playing open coun:
terrevolutionary roles), not the wactical approach uscd for
speeific purpoies under the conditions already descrnibed (“if &t
arives wut of the pruggle of the masses thenuselves ™ etc)),
Trataky explained the prnciple behund the unbied front tactic
mnoa dafferent connection:

“The tactic of the unived frong still retains all i
powee @ the most important method in the
striggle for the masses. A basic principle of this
tactic ia : "With the masey — always: with the
vacillating leaders — sometimes, but only so long
aa they stand at the bead of the masses.” It is
neccmary to muke use of vacillating leaders while
ithe masses are pushing them ahead, without for a
moment abandoning oitucm of these leaders.
And it is necessary to break with them at the righe
tiove when they turn Proto vacillation 1o hostile
action and betrayal, Tt is necessary to use the
veension of the break to expose the traitorous
leaders and 1o contrast their posirion (o that of
the massexs, It 15 precisely in this that the
revolutionary euwence of the gnited front policy
consists.” (Leon Trofiky on Britem, p. 255)

We have alieady acted that the Fourth Congress resotution
gives oo much weighi to the queston of which parries par-
btipate in the workers' government a5 the distinction among
the various types. The pre dictatorship types of workens
government are meant to baing o a head the guestion of doing
away with the bourgeois uate. OF <ourse, if Communises
participate in such 3 governmen: & will rarry out a more
tesalute revolutionary program. But thr Comineern of 1922
was taking 3 wep beyond rhic Bobheviks in 1917, Lenim had
then stated that pamticipation in 3 wurhers” povernmens witkin
the still-bourgeans Hare was “impostible for imernanonalist.”

What mads Balshewik paruopauom anprincpled in 1917
and possible 1 §922° In 1917 the Bolihewiks were snil a3
rmnonty in the Soviets Had they joined 1n a Memahewnk-5.R.
regime in & sccondary rele, they wodd have had to take
respenisibility for the betrayal of the majuriry In the rounones
in which the guestion was pased in (922, on the other hand,
the Communist Parties were strong enough on the parliamenis
s that no purely working clas governmesnt would have been
possilile without themn. The party wants to win over the new
lavers of the working class whose conicioysnien 6 changing in
sruggle In the Kussman stuation the offer of support was
enough o place the onus on the Mencheviks for not breakag
with the bourgeowsie. Burin the early 1920 if momenoum for
3 workers' government were to develop and the Communists
refused, they and not the Sonal Democrars would be seen as
thr obstructors of working class power.

Was wueh a government ever really concervabled Trossky
describedd & particular cunjuncuace whete iy was, in the stticle
“The Workers Government in Frande™ wnitten shondy aftes
the Comintern dacustion. (o this anicle, the “"Dissideniy”
are the Social Demociats.)

“I+ a workens' guvernment realizable iu France
in another form than that of the Communis
dictatorship, and, if 6. in whar form/?

“In ceriain political conjunctures it i3 per-
fecily realizable, and It even conmitures an
inevieable sage In the development of the
revolution.

“Indeed, if we suppose that 3 powerful workers
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movement, ariing in the esuarry out of 3 vinlene
political crisis, leads 1o elecrions which give the
majority to the Disidents and the Communis,
including intermediate and sympathizing

ups, and that the mood of the wor masies
i::s not permit the Disidents to make 2 with
the bou isic against us, thea i will be possibie
ander t conditions w [orm a coalition
workerns' government which would congirure a
necessary trantation woward the revolutionary
proletarian dicratorshi

“Ir ja very possible, ?I s even probable, thar
such & movemneni, developing under the slogan of
the workers' rament, will not have ome o
express el in 2 parliamenwcy majoriey,
whether there 8 no time lor new doctions or
because the bourgeois government will try to
ward off the danger by resarting to the methods
of Mussolini, During the rsistance 1o the fascia
attack the reformist working class party could be
drawn by the Communist Party down the toad of
forming 2 workers’ governmmenmi by extra
parliamentary means. Under this hypothesis, the
revolutionary situation would be cven clearer
than the hirse.” {Le Mourverment Communure on
France, pp. 215-216)

Wr van charify the passible workers’ governmenes 2s they
ewsted for the early Comintern by cnwmerating them, from
lefr tn right, as they siond in reladion o the question of stare
power. We include any government made up exclusively of
parues baged on the proletanat {and in some cases on the
peatanrry as well]

I, A government of the workers state followng ihe
proletanan revalufion

2 A “rransional” workers' govertupent in a revelutiogary
siuation  within  the  sull bourgeols sare. {This B che
possibilny Trowky was discusing in the Froach situation
above |

1. A “destabiining” workers' government made up ol petoy
bourgesa led partes based among the workers and peasante
{rtuch 23 rhe Menshenk 3 B regime deserthed by Lenm i
1817)

4. A “stabis” government made up of Labor or Soaal
DemarTatic parmes m a3 non-revohmomry sueaton  (bes
exenplified by Beitsh Labuw Pany governments tovlay)

The workers' government slogan should ooy be wed a5 4
thaffenge to the mass mon-rewlutionary parnes o form
workeny governmens of the “dosiabiinng” or “tansicdonal’
types: To call for a workers” government when the aurcome
would be the “sable” rype thar roles comfortably for e
bourgrosic and serves as & brake upon the workery would be
brazen deveption of the masses, 1t 1 aleo nded oot o unacahie
nrnsrons when the capizuladonin pamics arc openly attachng
the working cass. And o call for a umkﬂal' government when
the guestion nf the workers' state s on che order of the day -
thae i5, m 3 revoluionary siteation where thete b v aeed W0
challenge of eapose mass working class parmies under pricy
batrgepis leaders — weuld simply suppres the mobeliation
for the soialist owsluton, -

The workers’ governmen: slogan has an algebtair charscie
which Tratsky explained in the article just quoted:

“The wotkers’ government is an algebraic
formula, that is, a formula whose terms do not
eorrespond (o fixed numerical value. Henee its
advantages und also ity drawbacks.



"l advantages consist [n that it reaches ouor o
worker who have not yet reached the idea of the
dictacomhip ol the praletsviat or the uo-
dersanding of the need for a lrading parcy,

“Iiv disa vantages, deriving from i algebraic
character, conalst in that a purc[‘r parHamensary
messiog can be given to ic ..

Stalinists Drop United Front

tos algebraw patuie does not mean that revelutionaries fighe
alongsele more hackward workers for a "workers' government”
withpul indicaring the differenr possible meanings, assuming
that whatever the masses thunk the resalt will mevirably be the
prolerarian dicratorship, Without mass awareness of juat what
the wurkers' government means undet @ hoageois state the
fight for the workers' ware will incvitably be lost, In any

sruggle [or a worken!' gonvernment in sicher the “transirional”
o “destabilicing” Torm, the revedutionaries must constanty
ecplam that the surcessful formarion af such a governmem
will bring about vouditions of cwvil war foe state puwer) the
backward workers who desire & workers' government under
partiament may not Lelieve this until it s proved in pracace,
baiz tf they are tarewamed and are ahle 10 make the necesdary
preparations the workers will he able to ronrimue the araggple
theough the socialist ewolution, This agaty pututs o the
absalute nevessy of freedom ol erivicism. Polinesl com:
promises like (he weikers' government are dangerous. they
require constant arention 1o waming the workers apd winning
themn from the reformists.

As & matter of history, the workers' government (aoiic way
drapped by the Communist Parries after 19235, in the sense of a
sjsternatic agitaional caippaign slong 1he lines advocased by
the Fourth Congress. This was a4 consequence of the
degenrranion of thr Russian tevoludion and with o, of 1he
Comymumist lnternational  The united from campagne
outhned by the Third and Fournth Copgresses were aban:
doned, 1o be teplaced by lelt and rght zigzags between ser
wtian campaigns equating the Social Demoorats with fasciais
and the Popular Front effors thar promowed aliiances with
inrge secrions OF the bourgenine, suppotedly against fascism.
tuder these altered cuwrcumstances the revolutionwry com
munisis, orgamzed as the Lett Opposinon o the Comintern
until 1984 and afierwurds 29 the Fourth Internationalisys, had
to use the trammtionsl slogans under quite defferent cu-
NSt ANCES

The Left Opposition

Under the leadership of Stalin and Bukhann in the mid-
1920's, the Cominicrn made a chifi 1o the nght that gave the
workers and prasants’ government slogan 3 toelly different
wnpace. The first example was the Chinese revolution of the
1920's, where the slogan “democrane dwrmorshep of the
projetanat and peasantry” was used. Thisold Bolshevik logan
had once signified that the major tasks facing the Rusian
mvelution were first of all bowrgepi:democrane — the
abwlitisr: of Crarmsm. forming 2 republic, distibuting the land
among the peasants, et — and that enly che proletariar and
peamantiy would carry them out. When the Crar was over:
thenwn in February 1917, Lemon declared thae the siogan had
row bern bypased by howory:  the bourgeois coaliboo
Provisanal Government which resredd on the worker and
prasamu Sovicts were as clede 1o the “demncratic dictatorship™

as any regime could ever come. The strategic task now was to
achieve the dicatorship of che proletariat. smashing the
bourgeois state and replacing it by the workers' sate with the
support of the peasantry The bourgeois democratic tasks
would be accomplished by the proletarian revelugan,

In Chuna. under the guise of Lenins cutlived siogan, the
Comuntern was really reverting m the Menshevik line of 1917
It claimed that conditions were not mpe for a praletaran
mvolution  The 1928 program of the Comintern reads;

*T"he wransition ta the proletarian diciawrship o
paossible here enly after a series ol preparatory
sages, only as a result of a whole period of the
grawing over of the bou i-tlemocraric
revolution into the secialist revolution.'
(Trowsky. The Third Intermational After Léns,
pp. 1896}

The Comantem penpecuve was for 3 bourgron stage under
the teadership of the Kuomuntang, the bourgeon nationalm
party chat, according e Stalin, rmbedied the ineress of
workers and peasanty as well as the “anuompenabsa’
beargromie, The Comintern champoned a caplialist slaie
that would altimately evolve imo a workess' ware withou: 3
preodetanian revolutipn. This "winkers and prasants’ gowem-
wment” had neching in cammon with the concephion adsanced
by the Fourth Congress. Although the onginal ractic was npen
to the danger of relopnist defprmatione the pew formula
meani thai rhe Comintem (terll was rrearing pacilise illuwskens
and therebr prepanng the Chinese proletasiaz for eevere

defrate. And that was rxactiy what happened. when the bour.
gewis "anti inperialin:” Chiang kai-Shek 100k advantage of
Aralin‘s capuulatory line to masacte the unprepared Chinese
workers

The tharpest amwer 1o the Commntcro Miaicgy was Qe
by 1rotaky in his 1937 pamphiet The Spanuh Rewalution m
Danger, the Comintomn had begun 1o apply the sme
digpstrout Tgroweng  over” furmmls oo Spaw alie) the
manarchy had [allen and been replaced by & bourgron
i s bl

“ 4 thoe poople dicam of 2 process of
evilutionary transformation from a bourgeons
inte a socialis revolution, th h a series of
BEgATLIC wiages, ﬂil;ui!.tﬂ under different
pieudonyms: Kuominmng, ‘demecratic  die-
rarorship,” “workers” and peasano’ revolution.'
I:-opl:': revolutinon' — and what b mwore, the

cisive moment in thio when Oone clan
wrcits the power frum another by snnoticeably

dissolved. .
“Tuis oot the bou is power that grows aver
inte a workery' and peassnty’ and then lnie 3

proletarian power: wo, the power ol one claw
doss nox ‘Fuw over' {ram the power ol another
clzas, but & woro fram i1 with rifle in hand. Buw
after the working clas hay scized power, the
democratic ks of the prolctarian  regime
incvitably grow over inw socislist tushe An
cvolutionary, orgacic transition (rom demmocracy
s soctalism b conceivable only under the duw
tatorshipr of the tariat. This is Lenin's
central idea.” | The Spannh Rewlution, pp 121
12%)

A1 the same tlime rhat the Stalinued Comintern was
dewelopng s evolusonany verwon of the workers aod
peasams government o was 3l sefusng 1o address the
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political questions directty facing the Spanish wackern It
ignored the 1931 eiccziom o the Cortes (parfiament) in which
thic radical bourgeots and working clas parnes dominated the
vore and the Socialisn Party cecoived the single largest bloc of
delegates Trotsky advocared a revival of che workers and
peasaney’ 1T t waic along liney parallel o the
Boelsheviks af 1917 He called on the CP to demand char the
Socialist Panty take governmental power iosell and break
coalition with the bourgesis cabinet of Alsala Lamora and his
munpseer of the mictor, Maora, He proposed the shogan
"Digwn with Famoca: Mavra,” the Spanish eauivalent ol the
Bolsheviks' "Down wich the Capitalist Ministers.” The sitoa
tmns were chifferent in that the sonets the organs of duai pow
rr, were already esablivhed in Russia tn 1917 while there were
no such bodies ln Span m 1951, Trotsky nevertheless advised
taking advantage al the large vote given to rhe Socraliss

"Lei wa consider for 2 moment the way in which
the Spanish workers en mase should view the

cacnt sutuarion. | heir leaden, the Socialiss,
ﬁ:vr power. This increases che demands and
tenacily of the workers, Every striker will nor
vnly have no fear of the government but will also
expect help from o, The Communiss mus direat
the |hou§ i al the workers precisely alang these
lines: © nd everything of the government
since your leaders are in il In reply to the
workers' delegations, the Sodalisis will say thai
they do not have 3 majority yet. The aniwer it
clear: with truly demoeratic suflrage and an end
o the conlition with cthe bourgeoisic, a majorily i
guaranteed. .,

ALl the considerations mentioned above
would remain a dead leter if we were o Hmir
suriclves only 10 democratic slogans in the
parlinmmentary sense. There can be no gquestion of
this. Communists parricipate in all mrikes, in all
protests and demonurations, arousing moere and
more numerous strars of the population. Com-
mitnises are with the masses and at the head of the
magses in every bawle, On che basis of chese baccles
the Communise pot forward the slogan of sovicts
and a1 the fimv nipurlunit:r build soviets as the
organizations of the united front. At Lhe presem
stage che soviets can be nothing else. But if they
emerge av the combat organizations of (he
proletarian  united [ront, then usder the
leadership of the Comintern they will
incvitably become, at # cortaln stage, orgaps of
imutrection and when ergans of power.” {The
Spansh Revolusian, pp 149.50)

Trouky had no ilhaions that the Spanish Secialisnn would
acsually form a govermnems i onder o bring abowr the
projetanan diccarorship. He was raising 3 tactical approach to
the workers that would brng about a degtabilining situanon
(or Baurgeois rule. whether or not the proposal for a warken'
governmaent of the Social-Democraric Kind was ever pat o
it aLhOn,

I'mouky also proposcd 2 verson of the worken” governmens
slogan dunng the early 1930% in Cermany. The Ledt Op-
pesiion s carmpasgn for a working class amved [ront to hals
Nazsm is well known. It inrluded a comprehensive program
af mass action: defeme of sizihes, unijons and pany
brganzanons, attecks on the ucia bamracks, etc T is bess well
krgwn that Trooky also wed the worken' enl taciic
o champion rhe unieed [ront of the working class parties, the
Secial Democren and Commumisas, o ths sruggle
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"The Communist Party must say o the working
clasa: Schicicher is not 1w be overthrown by ans
parliamentary game. If the Social Democracy
wants teset to work to overthrow the Bonapartist
govcrnﬂu:ut with other means, the Communiat

arty Is ready 10 aid the Sodal Democracy with
all i mrength. At the same time, the Communises
obligate themselves in advance to use no violent
methods agains a Social Demwcrartic government
insofar asthe lavter bases itsell upon the majoricy
of the working clas and insofar as it guaraniees
the Communist Party the freedom of apitation
and organization. Such a3 way of putting the
guestion will br comprehensible 1o every Social
Democratic and non-panty workens.' |“The Only
Boad.” in The Strugele Agamst Fascurm in Ger-
many, p. %22}

The German Communist Party, however, not oniy faiied 1o
fighe for che workmg class united frone against fascism, but i
put up no polinical resistance when the Nazis marched o
power m 1933, Moresver, the collapse of the OF in Cermany
imapneed no reconsideratan of tachies on che part ol rhe
Camintern asa whole Four these reasons, Trowky and the Lef:
Opposition sstimated that the Thitd Internatonal was o
langer 4 poennally revolutonary lorce in the workess'
mavernent snd thar new panies and a new Inrernauenal had
e b built. This major change in the Tramkyises' worldwiede
strategy [or revolution abo engendersd cactical thifls

The French Situation in 1934

Fhe massive defear suffered by the working class i Ger
many braught France to the forefronc as the key European
jrlitical situation in the mud-thirties. The German evenis
touched off respanses in France From both cighy and lefs, O
February i, 1934, cthe monarchise and pro-faseise nght wing
mounied a large arned demensrration in Pars which foreed
the governtnent o vesign, and the Bonaparust Gaston
Dourmergue became Premier On February 12 the working
class responded with a general sirike and massive demon
sraninns against the danger of Tastsm and war in effect
bringing about a presevolutionary situation through the
spontaneous unired from of Socalm and Communst work
ors. Thia was a greas breakehrough bue msatficens: ao organ
wred united front had o be formed through workess' commit
tees al the base and egrecment ameng the working ciass par
ties and wrade wisen federations,

For the Troukyiss the racucal problem was partisdacly
acute Theis was the only ergamzed 2ndency that sosd for a
unsted Ttnnt of wotking class organizations. ot thev con
mitgred a uny handiul and neo jonger held the peispective of
adiressing the Communist Pary as cher awr The unoed
front made no sense at all upless 1 was formed By the 1wo
major working class parties, vt neither of them war ye
respanding to the pressure of rhe musses m that doretion
Trouky's article “France 5 MNow the Key 0 the Divavon.”
wiitten @ Match { Wernngs 183334 p 244) summarued che
program of the Internadonsl Communist League 10 2 list of
slogans mainly directed towasd the tasks of the workeny united
frant

“Hands ofl proletarian organirstiom and the
profetaritan prosml

For the democratic rights and the social gains
of the proletariart

For cthe basic right — the piece of bread|



Arpainst reaction! Against Bonaparust police
rulel Against fascism!

For the proletarian milidal

For the arming af the workersl

For the dimrming of reaction!

Against the warl For the fraternization of the
proples!

For the overthrow of caprealism|

For the dictaworship of the proletariae!

Far the socialist sociery|”

Ir 15 ohviouy from the above lis of demands chat the
workers' government slogan i deliberarely omitted. The
reasons for the omission are not explained, bue they can be
syrmsed from oo g:smrgl und:nil:anding of the rtacoc,
Slogans for the revolution, the workers” stace and socialism are
included. not usimmediate demands but nevertheless present
as longer-term goals of the strugple. From the inception of the
formal urited front taetie ar rhe third Cominiern Congress, it
had been underswood that raising the slogan of the proletarian
dictararship was not encugh when the masses were nar ready
for it and their atention was drawn to more immediate
defensive strugeles, The workers' government slogan was

warl Lebhknecht sddressing Garman workers
whe fought to end capitalist srate in 71919

devised far juse such situations, but how was it to be applied in
France at that moment? Toward which party? The Sociaists
were still acting as che working class arm of the bourgevisie:
the Comrmunists were maintaining their soladon from the
beimg mass struggles by following the bureaucranc policy of
refusing to join united froots excepr through wdmatums o
the workers from above, The CP was not taking cthe leadership
of thase united front crgans developing at the base and was
expelling members of the party who attempted toq thus the
workers” government tactic could not be formulated through
the P, MNor would it work through the Socialists; the parlia-
mentary paralysis that the 51 contributed tq had produced
a semni- Banapartist rogime, making the idea of a working class
tleciaral majority meaningless. Mo useful form of the workers'

government slogan was avatiable,

In June Trotsky helped draft the Intematonal Communist
League's "Program of Action for France” ( Writings [934-35
pp. 21-3Z). a documen: which in many respects serves a1 a
model for the Transinonal Program of 1338 and elaborates
many of the came transitional demands, Yer it 100 nowhere
uses the workers” government slogan but instead relics on (e
warkers' state to pose the question of power, Thus in sum-
marizing the demands for nationalization of industry “by the
workers. and for the monopolization of foreign wrade, the
Action Program states, “only the state, ruled by the workers,
would really contral all foreign commerce for the benefir of
the collectivity,” Under the heading of the workers' and
peasants’ alliance it explains that “the proletanan stare must
rest o0 the cxploited peasants as well as on the workers of town
and country.” And in the section endtled “Down with the
Bourgeois ‘Authorizative Stawe’l For Warkers' amd Prasanm'
Powerd" the Acuoen Program teads:

“The rask is to replace the capitalist state, which
tunctions for the profit of the big exploiters, by
the workers' and pecasants' proletarian riate. The
task is 1o establish in this country the rule of the
working people. To all we declare that it is oot a
maiter of secondary ‘modification,” but rather
that the domination of the small minority of the
bourgeois class muse be replaced by the leadership
and power of the immense majority of cthe
laboring people.”

The Trowskysts' slogans changed when the situation 1ock a
new turn At the end af May, the Socialist Party convention
voted against fusther governimencal bloo with the bourgeois
Hadicals and invired previously ousted left-wingers to rejoin.
in July, the Communist and Socialist leaders held talks over
the possibility of a united front, and a pact against Fascism was
signed on July 27, The French Trotskyist group took ad-
vantage of the SP's shift to the left and joined it as o distince
Baolshevik-Leninist tendency in order to win the developing left
wity 1o revolubionary polirics. Their programmate slogans
shifted as well. By the rime Trowsky issued his anicle "Whither
France?” in October, the Communises were moviog further tu
the right. CP leader Marcel Cachin had already made
overtures to the Radical Pamty to abandon the workers'
alliance and "extend it to an alliance including sections of the
bourgeoisie, the Popular Front. Trowsky sought to counterpose
the workers” united front and therefore posed the struggle for
power in terms of the workers’ government tactic via che
leaders of the wwo working class parties: "The aun of the
united frosit can only be a government of the united frone,
e, a Soashsi-Commuonist government, a Blum-Cachin
ministiy”™ (Lean Trotsky on France. p 3%}, Yet he-did not
therefnre neglece 1o raise the goal of the deccamnrship of the
piuletanat as the aliernative o Doumengue:

"The struggle for power means the utilization of
all the possibilities provided by the semi.
parliamentary Booapartist regime o over-
throw this regime by a revolutionary push, o re-
place the bourgeois state by a workers' stare.”

And the slogan was specifically linked to the previows Action
Program of transitional demands:

“The struggle for power must begin with the
Eundamcnﬁ idea that if opposition to further
aggravation of the situation of the masses vnder
capitalism is arill possible, no real improvement
of their situwadon 13 conecivable withour =
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revolutineary invasion of the right of eaplialise
operty. The political campaign of the uaited
f:nm must base imell upon a well-elaborated
trongitional program, ie, on 3 system of
measures that. with 2 worken' amd peasanu’
government, ckn assure the transidan from
capitalism to socizlism.” (férd, p. 6)

The T roiskyists made 2 wactical shife wathin 2 few months,
byl dunng a penod in which the upheaval of the masses had
forced (he working cias panies through large swings and
evasive rwisis by their leatders. The workers' and peasans’
government slogan was intraduced when the workers had
forced their lead=n into joinr action. a turn which the pra-
bautgesn leaderships nawrally tried to transform ints &
rencwed coalition with the supposedly anti-fascist wing of the
bourgeasie. The tactics worked out in this period deserve a
careful examinauon by Trowkyists today, when the workers'
and {armery’ government slogan has become a substitute for
propaganda for the workers' state and has been peunified inte
a pormanent sccategic hine,

Tha 153 Transitional Program

By the time the Transitional Program was produced, 1he
mvolutionary opportunities of the early and mad-thurbes Had
passed  Hitler was i power, the Spanish Republic defended
by the warkers was losing the civil war and the French Popular
Frunt had deflected the mas explosion that culminaled in the
1956 general strike into safer electoral channels. The farces of
the Faurnh Intrrnational were pinfully small and isofated from
Socianlur and Cammuonia Pares. Moreover, the Second
Waorld War wai imminent and would inevitably infhct even
greater misery. [he task of showing the workers the way
forward was made immense by the vastty sonfayorable balanee
of forces becween the revalunionanes on the ane band and the
veformises and Stalimse on Lhe athee, who were rosponsible for
an extenttee mond of demorafitation brought about by the
succenstve defeals.

Winning the workerz lrom they leaderships requirsd
challenging thr domunant garties 16 darry out their awm
programs. promuses wick which they had deceived the mass of
workery into folluwing themn The muases sl regaeded these
Grganmancas awabis o) deteasive purposes. even when they
underitovd that they were hardly revoluoomary. (The
Troukysts, it shouhd be pnoted, ou longer counsidered the
Srafinwtt o be cenrnare 2 this pomnts the Tranmtonal
Program sefers Lo the “definne pasong aver of the Comintern
1 the side ol the bourgeos order, s eynically coun
terrevnlutionary mle throughout the world” TPSR, .
113} Since the bourgrnisic had proved time and again thar o
was rezdy 10 mobilize i full foree agains the workers, only
the revolutionary program coostituted a real defense of the
working class Because of thew ues 13 capitalism, the CP's and
5Fs were incapable of leading th delenge; 10 was thas fact
that had o be proved wo the workers in pracrice,

[rotsky defined the Transitonal Program as a factical, nm
a tirglegic program:

“The strategic task of the Fourth International
lies not in reforming apialism bur in is
overthrow. Iz political aim is the conquest of
power by the proletariac for the purposc of ex-
propriating the bourgeoisie. However, the
achievement of this strategic task is unthinkable
without the most considered attention w all, even
small and partdal, questions of tactics....The
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proscn trnch is distinguished oot because it frees
the revolurionary party from day-ro-day work
hut because it mirs this work 1o be carried on

indissolubly with the acrual 1asks of the
revoludon. ...

“Iasefar as the old partial, ‘minimal’ demands
of the masses clash with the destructdve and
degrading tendenciey of decadent capitalism —
and this occurs ar each dep — the Fourth Ineer-
pational advances a system of fransifional de-
mandi, the essence of which is conwained in the
[act that ever more opeuly and deasively they
will be direcied against the very lovodations of
the hourgeois re e {IFPSR, pp V145, am-
phasis added)

Ihe ttamsitional demands arc what enable daily work = be
linkeil o closely 10 ithe revalutionary 1adks. Unlike the
demnocrave ond parrial demands (some of which are abss
micluded i Troosky's dralt proyram} the Lzantitional demands
chaflenpe the structure of capataliss oelations, (he right of the
boutgrowic to cxploit the workers and to rule the sare
Although i i certainly tue that bourgeod socicty in par
eiikar peiods may be unahle ro gran: partial demands. that
s not what makes a demand zanmbonal. The tramsinonal
demends are “direcied agaim the very foundations of the
bourgeois reygvme” | TPIR, p. 119) becawe they refleet che
program of the wodken' state

The workert siate 1 the transinanal phase beiween
capitaiizm and socralom in which the prolerariar hobds srate
powmer in order 1o elimimate ovet time all bourgenis social
relatinns. The program wder which his & ¢artied but can
propezly be called the socialist program. The Tressinonal
Program reflects the socialise program but does so through the
warmished mirmr of capitalam,. The way a transiteonal
demand appears to reformist workevs living under eopuabing
conditions 15 quire different from its socialisc model Feoq
cxarple. the “sliding scale of working hours” can tike the
form of 30 for 407 (thiry hours' work for forty hours' pay)
and may be limited to one factory or one indmsiry; even a vie
wery along these lines 1 of o different order rom the sociatisg
program which aims at dividing the necessary labor amang the
#valable workers and thus expanding the leisore tme of ull
wurkers for the purpase of ruling society.

Thus the Transitional Program i algebraic. The demands
make the program of the workers' state vsible through the
capirahst murrer and therefore real to workers who do na
acerpt the workers' state Such workers, still following reform.
wt leaders. will give the demands a sectoral meatung The
aruggle itself will demonsirate the madegquacy of sectorally
fimited demands and prove thae what the revolutionana arr
saying it correct, Used in this way, the demands bridge the gap
betwern worken' present cotisciousness and the objective ne-
vestity of clase wruty for reaching sooalism. and thereby
ecome Tiansitional

The Waorkers” Government Slogan

The slogans of the eansitions! program are amed &t the
mamt parties and  unions of the working class. These
organitations under reformist feadershup camao be L"fpl‘.'?tfﬂ
1e adopt revolutionary demands for overthrowing capitalism,
But they van be asked 1a carry our them own promisss and
professed programs and to fght for them o the limis of
capiatiamn, mmce peformism traches thar far-reaching reforma
tan still be won under ths syseem. This 15 what Trosky meant
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CMenshenik and Stalimus:
wlicatorsinp,” which wied the workers
Sprassnrry a3 o means of collaboration with the hourgeouie,

Cloeernational
“mesat i thue acceprable 1o us only in the sense thar it had in

wher, 0. the dhiscisions with comrades
Transitional Program, he said

abour the drat

“Yes, we propagandize this program in the trade
unions, propose it as the hasic program for the
labor party, For us, it is a transitional program;
but far them it is the program "/ TSPR, p. 87)
Bevilutionares ran approach cihe: workers far 3 aned
frony struggle theoagh she mass orgatieatioms for rransitional
lemands, explaining that the lessous of chie siruggle will prove
whether the demands can be achgeved within the preszens
suckzey. They will also prove in praciice the limitations of the
refarmist ieaderships. The most far-reaching demand of this
kel 15 the workess' government, the ultimate  possibile
program of a reformist woking class pany Aftes all, the
purpose of 4 polithcal paty s to jake over the goverament, and
phe natsed! gL‘-:i! for a working class party W a i e
gevernment. A4 Traoky put o

“Of all the parties and organizations which base
themselvet on the workers and peasants and speak
in their name, we demand thay they break
pelitically from the bourgeoisie and enter upon
the road of struggle for che workess' and farmery’
government On this road we promise them full
support against capialise reaction. At the same
timme, we indefatigably develop agitation around
thost transitional demands which should, in our
opinien, form the proyram of the workers' and
farmers” government." [ TPSR. p o 13550

The "workers' and fammers’ government slogan s eran
stienal with a significant disunction It reflects noe just an
gipest of the warkers' scate bug the srare power ioself. 1§ such o
FoveInment ever comes about r would amoung to sech a
wvere challenge to the bourgesisie — ousting ths class from
the goverminen: of its own state — tha it can vecw anly under
revclutionaly condiigns and then can oniy have a Fflerring
expience. Either ot leads to the prolecatian revolution or it is
geleared and hourgron order 13 Sloodily cestored. & workers'
government can o nnly be directly transitional 1o che workers
Mare, amil the prolecanar has o be well prepared tor thus
(i BRI

Stalinist Workers' Governments?

Totaky's anaiysis inthe Transitional Prograny emphasized
the immediately iransitional chavacies of the slogan He cited
the Bolshewnk example, stating chat "in che fBuul instance it
represenved nothing more than the already established dig
tatorship of the proletamat™ (TPSR p 134} Ue attacked the
construcien of the “democranc
alhance with the

He vontrasted this 1o the Bolshevik challenge o the Men-
shevyes and 5 KB s the mnethod he advocared for the Fourth
“The slogan ‘warkers and farmers’ govern-

IHY wurh the Bolshewtks: Le| as‘an anti-bourgeoms and anti
capualise slogan . "

Trowsky did nar compare his use of e slogan with the
Fount Commmtern Congress, wndoubeedly  because  the

muztons and neocesacy tacies were gquite different The
“tevehaticnaries in 193% had no mass weight o1 polirical in-
“Buence t use againse the reformises but only the appeal of
“hen polincs Uniced front sactics therefore conld ot be uged

" ' . - ]
diractly berause the unuted front means the allianice of the

| mmiie working class or ac leasw of irs largest sections The

Aransitional Program does not use the united fronz slogen, o
prominent in Urorsky's writings when he was addresang the
entire Cominterm in the 1929 and early 1930°s. The mdirect
form of the united Fgne which the Fourth Intetnational
employed waz the tactic of ciitical suppart, af in the
paragraph quored above

Thus there was no guestion m 1938 of wlhether Lhe
revalutionaries mught participate 1n workers FOvEMIMEents;
their small size tuled it wul. The “workers' and farmers
Rovernment” slogan was now solely 3 challenge direcced ar the
capitulzzionist mass paities of the working class. The Social
Democracs and Stalinoes now had an exiensive and explicit
tustory of berrayals, and Trowky therefore estimared tha it
was “to say the least, highly improbable” that they would
breax thewr alliznce with the bourgeoisie. He added:

“However, onr <annot categorically deny in
adyance the thearetical possibility that, under the
influente of completely cxceptional cir-
cumstances (war, defear, bnancial erash, moass
revolurionary pressure, eield, the petty-bourgeais
parties, including the Staliniiw, may go further
than they rhemselves wish along the wad to a
break with the bourgeoisie In any case, one thing
is not o be doulned: even if this highly im-
probable variant somewhere; ar some time,
becomes a reality and sthe workers' and farmers'
government in the shove-mentioned sense is
rstablished in fuct, it would vepresent merely a
shott episode on the road to the acrual dicea-
rarship of the proletarian™

Uhis passage has bren often ciied by the pseudo. T rtskyns
as & qustification for the notion that Stalinists could lead the
way o zocialist revalutions and woikers' stated Such an in.
terpretation 15 hlasandy false since Vthe shore spisnde”
Troasky mentions begween the workery and Tarmers govern
ment o and the workers stare s in facr the proletarian
revolution agamst the peoy bourgeais parnes along the lines
i the Bolshewik challenge 1o the Mensheviks (ses Sociaiu
Foice Mo 3. p. 30

Trotsky's anabysis in this passage neverthe'ess proved o Be
parely wiong Trosky considered the Sralinise: 1o be eszentially
refarmist and therefare expected than rhey would break theis
open coaliion with the bourgenisie only undey zevolutivaary
wmass pressure fo fact the CP% had become the pamiss of state
capialism and therefore could wfford o break with the old
baurgemsie only after the workers” upsurge had been sup-
pressed  (See our arncle onothe nature of the Communist
Parties in Secilist Foice No 3 ) The Stabmists did set up therr
twngovernmenrs 0 several countries after Woeld War 11 Bue
shadlows af the old bourgesisie were kept oo office Tor a periodd
o make clear that the srates did npot belong to the workers
The regimes st up were neither fevolutionary workers'
goveraments a desenbed by the Fourth Comintern Congress
nor sovie: based Menshevik governments as proposed by the
Bolsheviks: they were state capitalist regimes.

What conclustons can be drawn about Trosky's use of the
wyrkers' government slogan? Trooky's ermor was to dentify
the S1alinists’ possible break with the bourgeoisie as a workers'
government, not in linking a real workers' government w
closely o the workers' state. All che rramsitional demands aim
ar the conclusion thar the workers must establish their own
power, but the workers goveranment slogan ponrs to that
conclusion direcely. When Trotsky wrote that the workers' amd
peasants governmment Tin the Dimal imscance” meant nening

)



bt the diciatombip al the proletariar alreads esahlished
(TPSR p 153) he meam 1w ilunp one tha: the wrm had
tecomne. abier che 1917 revobaton, & pogulal designatom fur
the woiketrs ware that cdearly mdicated the workers zihiance
with the prasaniry: amd two, thatthe tacizcal use of the dogan
in the pre revalucionary penod had reacned the swrocessful
finad resub of guidiog the maste of workers (o the prolecasizn
revolution. Any condlusnn (hat the slogan means “noly " the
eeratambug of the proletatiat o camplocly forogn 1o e
methed ol the Transitaonal Prograin and ls pre Rivory The
slugan 1+ depigned oo be anompanant tacnical siop cnzbling
rrvnlULiGnaTies w catry 4 pre tevoluzionary sIELatian socess:
fully tlrough the “doarsep” of the revelutinn,

Other conclusions drawn in thas amule will e summaraed
af this prant.

1. The warkers government sdogan i designed for tactics]
use Agasnit Mmas relonnist, centnst or Sralinst parties of the
working class it challenges them to follow the logic of then
proclaieied programs end run che governmen: in the interes
ed the workers we l'.hL‘rL-L ties to the bourgewisice. The slogan

Tworkers government was never used in this hald form by
Lemin wr Trowky. They always specified pusr which panies
theull tarm what governecent. 11 no mas refoomust paries
exur. ar if they are plaving an epenly counterrevalatinmary
sole g Lhe conjunciars, the workers' govermment slogan as a
united front ractic 4 d:ngtrom!u inappropiate. I the slogan
B tased pormanenily it becomex 3 wrategic policy. nor a
tarcical one The tevolutwenary pamy which proposcd 2
permanent wnited front with reformme b wlimately taking
respadbility for &l Ube reformisty” demds. bath when they are
pushed to the lelt by tle masses and when they rumn 1o the
ngm against them

L. The slogan s agitat iwmial amd oot propagandiste, since it
u u.l.u:l 1o win over 1he layen of warkers who do nor yrt accopt
the protetarian divtatethip o their goa! o mopagindioe
shvgan [nr workess” piwsr o i0e wnirkert dcare fwhich in 2a
revclunienary siuanon may wucll be wed agnavonally) . Ta
s e wgd et govmrmunein slogan ad propeganda, that 5 as
a senthicatly exact descripnon of the revoiuninaary goal for
thr meaz advancred layer of workers, 6 ooe waie i effoct that che
One! gual Lict wathrn e ameworh of the boargeos stale
This ueage w rhe hallmark ol the vaneey ol cencram tha
descend: from Troukvisn The cotrem rofuss 1o well Tor
the  dictatordvp  of  the  proletanal  exphiunly,  even
propagandsriczlly, bui reliss dnsead on the obpctive and
biind Mrevoduriomaers pidces b push ibe workers over the
docrstep of the revalunon

2 Thr slogan i algehrasc bat 8 ner 3 rock oo blur the
difierence bovween @ witkens gowrnment amd 4 wotken
state Fhysiogan in Lact comess bt play wiien e Blirring hae
gircady been done by rhe relorman, thas w, when thae are
large numbers ol workens demanding that then Jeadeoy take
the power bur wha sill believe i purels democraore
(pasiramentary) swiutions. The algebra then sises over the
poal of the workers' goveroment  the retormuon wilirry o keep
i withun  bourgecis bounds. which will lead 10 coun
terrevalution given the volasde stuation. the revalutionane
must fight ar ayery stage in the struggle 1o make certaim dia
the wirkery undesetand the sesd (o press beyond o workens
reveluriaen T he workerd proemment slggan above all else
maal point to o break froon bourgeois termain.

1 Finaliy. why did Trogky wiite the Transivenal Program
with the debberare intenton of leavig oue the sblogans of
soviatam and the doctatansup of the proleranart Obviously
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nat in Stder to abanaan thew siogamd bur beraue the
Tiantivend Program had o gorde the workens 0 1he poim
where swmialam and the dinatentup would appest  as
meoosaTy guals [f was an unguestonable fact that the Foupnh
facernanonal [named the Weoild Pany al che Bosalin
Revotutmn] was completely idenuiied wirh the program of obe
wer.alar rewotation and il workony state WOiER 1ne o mand
T rowmey coahl PAHED 10 the need 1o comiplone the program af
the tovurth Intonewenst afier havog hmughr w ta the
“donturp ol the ceveduanon with the oanstamal demantd,
The Trammwonal Program was deigmed 1o supersede ihe awd
menimum program and bong e daly desmands of thie
wirke o amie Bne woh o he ewnlunionsry conditwina of the
mpock ol cagnialissn g desy W that the manmum gesk
Lecame the necesary consequence  The gresiess mastakes
have rome from thos why mmagie ther the | ranmiional
Prograr sopededes the workeny ome wnd the spaaim
TERLIAN A% Wl

Thrs 5 precscty che stwabon wmilk the pacudo Troskyni
parties 10 Perg and dran 1 hey call tor workess' goeerminenit
At @ duguoe motho pan e {er warken states, bl thes
e out the tevolurarsary overthrnw of the bourgens o mie
markine tnat fomer briween the twe They call lar workers
saed poazgns goveriitcils Hol asa challenge wgaing amy thas
working ciags partey (in Pere. Huge Blanco’s FOCEP weell
won the langese working class suppert in the Asembly e
srons]  thug Vhey zre paneg stows thes own programe The
etiecr u nor 1o win the retormiss workess from peny-bovigeos
featless aw the Fourth Dongrew and e Tranooonsl
Vrogram Intended. but 1o keep (he workers mired in peiry
bourgeon condrption I offect they aig wiing the winhess'
gowernment alogin n none af the pesuble wavs thar the
Caminern put nvward bue in “thar demaerznc sense which
ibie {'piuﬂht‘! latel gave it 1:..:npfmmmg it fream a4 hrjdgr! Lo
wriialine resvedurian sare the choel barmer upen ws pak
ITE3R p 1% O atl she lesons whirh " Trotskyrses” mighn
nave drawn bram the ommensely nch oracocal hencage o
Bobbevom and Trookasn o pcaplf have firmly grasped
Phe et il of Mepiree s Sealinsm

The Pablo Hansen Theory

Ta¢ treavherous muuse af che warkers governmens sbogan
tedss  an comrary s ihe favee dreveloperd by the Founh
Cominern Cungress and the Foursh loremational, s whally
canjurens with 8 theany ar ‘worken and Giomess’ govern
enty” concocted by the Pabloie leaders of the Founth In
terndtional o rhe lae forzies and cariy ffues Thes theory saw
workerr  and {afioers povernenents set up by the Stalmes
tvaleng ceiuially o workeos uates

Micmef itablo 1%r head of the hiternatianal 30 the sime, was
chicfly toapoiushie for the sles thar the sares of Famem
Furmpe ranfueted by Stalmism wert workers saies, he called
themt deflormed, noe degenerared, because they had never
been genujhe witkeis wates The theore wan alierwards
ratended in Chins, Korea, Yeinam and Cuba It has been
tebuted whether to extend 1 1o Ben Bellas Algena. Nosers
Egypt #nd now Kampuchez. Angnla, Mazambiguee and other
rEgimes

The Pabluite nation of deformed wotkers states clashes
irnmeediatey wich Mariam: 3 workers sate means d ane
createsdt by a workens' revelunon thar places the working dlass
in puwer. but the new Stahmest sraies were @reated 1hrcﬂq|‘i
revpluans led by petty bourgews focces [Sizlinist parties o
peasamt armmies)  The workers geaerally had o be ciuhed by



the Stalimisis o1 the old bourgemsie before the Stalintis wold
nnddertake 1o seze power In no czse wat such a Yworkers
watr’ the creatwen 0 the working ciass. In all cases the
teviluticnary Marxist ar Trowkyisr pamies thar existed werr
destroyed and thetr members killed, exiled or jailed.

The Pabieates were willing o swallaw rthese  prohlems
because ot the Stalinmds nationalizaven of induswry, lor them
the key critemion nochelr attempt 1o sustain the analysis of
Fussia as 3 workers seare. B thers adeditional
prablerns  The Swalinss dod ot statily the sconomy rme
mediately  they maintawne) some degree of provarely-gwned
woperty and even coalition governments with rhe bourgroisie
fnr several years. Henze the queston  just when did the
conires oo wotkers states? When the Sralinists initaity
sk power, of when the navepalizanons were consehidared?
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The first chaice led woorhe difficudny thar the seisure of sower
condld be seversed withowr 3 cownterrevelntion and  sriil
withinat ary surviving nanonslivations For example, Fossian
troops deft therr sector of Aystra afler 4 treaty was signed wath
the Weaern powers) had Ausing already heen labeled =
driorned workers state. no race of Tproleanan’ powes
would have semamed svdent Moseover, even the strongly
errrenched Stalinist rulets vocifrroasly angueed against ans
ponton thae they had made sacialisr revolutions. Mao Tseoun
n China, for examiplie nsised than only a “new demnocracy”
tad been crearpd, 2 progressive lorm of lawigeon soctety that
wemdd ultimacely rurn isell dnro socialisen

The secord chuwe posed difficaloies as well T rhe Stalins
states became prolstavan only afier a penod of veers, thew dud
woowihon: aoy Tevoictien Eastern Turoge lor example was
taren aver wath e defear of Mazismon 4944450 ateer chaz,
ihere were ot siplem revolutions thay pould signal the ap
pravanoe of o nese class society Chiaa |teewise had iy rseee
lisinp when rhe impenialiss puppets of Cloang K Shek's
Kammmmiany were ousted in 15848 n the bitees when the
Pahiisred fecided 0 was 3z workers' ssute, whete was the
bervalutop thar traafomued bourgeos into prolevaran aled

Tu bridge these dtliculnes & retroacuyve theory was con
grivegl wnder rhe gnspoiaton o Denes Mandel and the
5% Iy losech Hansen They suggedted 1rat the ininal Sajinis:
rakeovers preared workers' and farmens goveonmeris sc
eor g 1o the descripuois of the Founh Congress anrd the
Transuionat Programe, then, abc o while these givermimenits
irnslimed fhe staey they suled it workers btates  [he
Lerpel of ruth in chis reasonumg is tha! the Foursh Congress
did vonvesvs of 3 Crransinena!” form of woerkens' government,
under the sull bourgeos srate, thar would bring abow the
sefizinr revolenion Al Trowsky did aliosw for “the pec
mourgents patzes anclahiegr toe Stalinss’ 1o go rarihed ) han
ther tnemzelves wish along the road 1w hrezk with ibhe
saargemsie | ndeed such workers and fusmen s’ govemmaents
woud eopressnt anerely a short epavinls on che road o ihe
actual dictatocship of the proberariat

Bur the precedenis led o precisely apposite conclusions
fram the Pabloites’, The workers” and farmers’ governmenis of
izath Fromky and the Founth Congress would eagender civil
war diid 1evolution 2imoest immediately. They would not bring
prel a peacelul svelution ino the worsers stare. Mareaver, a
detonous uutcome would not signity che defesr Wl che
ptoleranatl The  Foumh Congress had  expected  the
revolutionanes to join in 4% “rransitonal” workess' govern-
tens, nor he burled inte jail And as mentioned eatlier, the
Tranutional Programt meant that the Stalinist govetmesns
would be driven from pawer by the proletacian revolution:

they were not portrayed as uts revolutionary agens

'he ancestry af the Pable Hausen theary does not hie in
Bie:lshevismn ot Trotskyisim but racher in Staboism and Maosm,
When the Sralinists took over it Easters Europe they bubeled
their stazes "people’s democracies ' At first, the conception
was that these were a progressive form af bourgeos seare
bepause they had Communiste Pamies a1 thell hivads, Lacer,
when ot becarmne clear thal the Stalinists would have to embark
upan the stare capiabisn road o maetain cherr puwer, the
thenry  shilted  and  the people s democracies became
“demucraties of @ new type.” The Sowiet cheorstcian Varga
wrote. “The soctal structure of these states differs lram all
those hitherto knewn o us; it is semething torally new in the
histery of mankind. It is neither 4 bourgeois diccaarship nor a
prolerarian diceatorship ™ (Quoted in A, Ross Johsson, The
Tranifermation of Commumst Ideology, p 130

Mao's theory was sumelar, with che excepuon thut he had
wirked most of o nut moadvance of the Chlimese Hevolution
ang did not have o develop it step-by-step when condinens
changed. The Chinese Comnmunist Party called for a “new
democracy” chiough the averthrow of Chizng KarShek and
imperialin control, » democranc, antl-imperizhst bourgeos
repinte feaded by che CPF "We Commumsts do nol conceal
pur polittcai views." Mao wrote, mocking Masx and Engels
" goiming the Pary, eveEry Communidt has two cleasdy
cefined objectives at hearr. the new-demorrazic revilution
raw and socialism and communsme in the luture 7 (On
Loadtron Covernment, written i 1845)  The Zacialist stage
meant for Mao the vanonabzanen (by the new democranic
seated of the means of production when the rulers deemed 1
sultable, no further revolution was necessary.

SWP va. Mandai

Mao deswed Tes theory from the " demorratic dicoatorship of

The prolerarial and peaseniry” thas Salin had toisied gpon the

Comimtern jn the mil 19205, Just when Mao was explaining
thiy the 1949 reveluoon in China had set up a "new demo.
cracy” and ertainly moe socialisin or & workers state. Maaded
airrelaely convinced the Pablovres thar Chuna was a “workers
antt peasants  government'  with the szene porennal o
reashing soctabism. By the mud 18300, Mag was sayng that
China had become a forn of profesarsan dicosconlup, and
Mandel, Hansen & Co followed suit. The Pablote terming:
lpey was different from Maao's bur the anderlying reformis
somtent was exactiy the sawne.

The distortian of-Marxism embodied in the Hansen cheory
wsverwhelming, 2nd it is not mitigated by accasional bouts of
comparative honesty such as Hansen's admsion that) "the
fnlsheviks excluded the possibility of such lovmanians scrnelly
estabhshong 2 workers states”™ (The Workers gma Farmers
Covernment, SWTE Educatinn for Socialists pampiler, po 170]
Whar s the explanation for this remarkable (ailure of
theoretical jusighr onthe pan of the Bolsheviks! Hansen sim-
ply appeals o 'the facts" . the Bolsheviks weie wrong because
“The experience in China showed thar in ar least ane case
history had decreed otherwise," {(fbid,, p 27) The existence uf
such “deformed workers' states” is not a3 fact bur simply a
wrang interpretation of faces. decreed not by “history” bur by
Mandel Hansen and others whe concewve that the working
class = an opuonal, even an excepuonal, compnnent of the
proletanan revolution.

Elistory has, however, decreed thar autrageous distottians of
isell do not go unavenged. In the early months of 1979 wars
broke out among the Swalinist states al Socutheast Asia:
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Vietnam nsaded apd ok st men of Kampuehes, and
China subtanueriiy mvaded YVernam T Redietac it who call
rhess rountnes wdclabmy o werker) saicy wrre thrawn inio 4
pierrrenl. O Losrse, Russiag had been bpawn 1o embark on an
prvadton of bwo bul nor the Crecelunosary” vanety of
Stabiniats who bad fouighy hbetasan wars sgaimst anperialism
repently The Limeed Secreranar s particalar flew mta s
rhrareucal wery over the clasy narure of Kampuchea. ihe
W which had never before been abie to fipuse guy whar son
af segee Pel Poi's Bampuachea acutaily wag, now suddendy
discovered thiat 1 was capalalit i order to qustify Viernam's
cakeovet | he L Sec magnrty led by Mande| objected &
called for Vierrarm s watlidrawal from i “fratemai’” deformed
withard Afare

1 he ensang debate has forced bath sides 1o try b plant fiprm
pudr s Lhe swamp of Pablows theory Muandel, gnonng the
motkers and larmen government explanation that be helped
ceveloyp nsses thar Kumpochea had o be a workers' stare
et ause iy bodrgeus sulers were ousted ) 1975, Just like  he
now fave - Chins had to be ¢ wortker =rale as soono g the
Stalingty vused the Kuominwang o 1942, For if the stawe
cemained howt geoit oaly 16 have casitabivm overthrown laxter,
e cooulil @ bowsrgows srale be used o abobish capitalismi”
literéontmentul Pren Apnld 19780 Aw excellent quesiiun
anif 3 fundamesdal one lor Marwsts 10 has taken the leading
thedrenician of she “Lnited Secretinar of the Fowrth In.
cepmational osidy dhieds vears voosee the contradictien that Lie
rimsedl rreared

Eor us parz, 1oe SWE relies oe ridicuting che podon tha
aviegee 4y brutad and backward az Fol Poc’s cuild possibly
be corgedered provtianzn by arvons T His s 1fus fnﬁug‘:" bur
die SWP =il bedicrss toae 1o oiber Scalinist wtaro are
adilhery s1ages G f.‘tpllin the differenie o o forcsd 1o
rermaipocTiee Iy manulasiars working clan “meinlizanom’ o
sl wl the 3ralimae sakeovers jexcope for Pal Pads) 1o seplace
thee e g morking e revalioinln Deapile these gyrations
thiee dd seore 3 point agzing Mandel neer Rampuches

“When Rosa Luxembury proclaimed shat the
choice before humaniry wai weialism gr bar
Larism. it never occurred o her that any Marxoc
might misake onc for the other” ol
tercanpmenrad Preds; July 16 18798

Thes "mistake” Liss been the trademarck o the enire Pablone
movement fhe a gquazter of g c=meere, The SWP has hir vise
nal squarely on e awn Fead

Whale Mandel has apparently [nrsaken the Pablaice theary
of workers' and farrners governmenes the SWH has taken it 1o
lurthes  theuretical conquests. ft now  agserts  that the
Bolshewks didd not veally et up o workers stare in 1937 0 o was
vmly 4 woerkers' and peasants’ government, uner property had
nat yet been nationadized. Oply when the nanonaliravons
occurredin LOLE wan i teally a workery gralte As justification
tor thues it ones Teombky

“MNot only up withe Bres Lioovik peace bue even
up o astumn af LOLR, the sacial content of the
revolution was restricted 10 a 1y -bourgeois
-agravian overturn and workers’ comirol over
produciion. Thin means that the revolution in
its ac1ions had oot vet pased the boundaries of
bourgeois socicty,. Only toward the swiumn of
1918 the workers went [opward with  the
nationalizatien of the meany af producsen. Only
from thisrime can one 1peak of the incepion of 2
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1eal dicrarorship of the prolerarias.”™ (7The Clags
Peature of the Sovier State ™ in Wernings 193] 14,
p 104)

Trotskw's meaning was that the prulerarian sevolution had
emmediate Dowrgeoss ks o carty nur, smodr smparyanche the
diztnzution of the land aimomg Lhe sexantry. The wodkeridid
nK seaxe irdlustey wntyl aluer niany months. When Trotaky
reavoneid shat the din:mnhlp was ol feal paul the workery
Had begun ihe specdically protetanan tne ue bowsgrow
demacranc! 1ada he certainly was ns apiying thai the Bal
btk staie was 3l capiialut He only wid rthas the warkers
sevalution T ds actions  had Tar @ e conflined wae ! zo che
ieft sver and prewing bourgesis Lishs But & raptaling wage s
the necessary mmplication of the SWIL few toncepliog, fpe o
dgnes heliove thar Mao's Chine rested v o bourgesa stare aficy
1249 and likewne with Favem Furage wrl 1948 The SWE
has backed waell inw & povilion where Bobhevik Russa pyuiel
by the workers with atims i and was Capitaint but Sialmm
Eastersn  Eusope which had  reushed  the worhers wa
prafetanan They bave borgotion thar @ workerns wate meapy
precucky o werkeet itnde and pothing el Confusing socialnm
tar baibanamn o an inewitable ¢omequence

Joseph Hanwen o noaw dead, bt ons comanmen of fas e | 964
rr e atate of Palidoire analyiis o which he cotardgied s
miue b deserves ta be srmembered ] dhind ot i us to v thag
wo have not ovet achueved 3 Tully carifaciory umlieg heesy
| The Warkery and Furtneri overmment po 29

Fablolsm In Practice

Ike real meaning of the Pabin-Hanwn notion of warkers'
aved Larmery govetineits svolving ingg workers' statey ligs o
the acnons e mapiees The United Secreeanar has (aken i
senpiw notL 4y an excepaond [ine of development but as the
aurrer 1o Peru and Jean: rhe [2%ec sevtns apparentiv beieve
thar vhe road in secialum must pass through che siage of the
wyikoiy and farmesy govermment Smce che Pahlo-Hansen
theory envisages the transition o the workers staces 2or
seeiglam witheul any lurther ievobinon theee Booo necd (o
e dude tesulibtaniesy demands in the Pabloire pregram The
witkers  and Tarmen’ government will be achieved a: a
“rrmetional | governmient under the sxeting hongean daze
all thar i requiced o the elecowon o 3 “democrane” Con
wilugnt Astembly 10 set the workers amf farmers govem
ineft prow e g ensteon . T he govornmene will then make the
IFRRSIIGN T ) e workerns' sae without exvessive violenees and
withou: having o rouse the masses. a3 the Pablo Hansen
itrary 1y ppoacdly demonstiatey By heeahing che rramution 1o
wiialiam down Tmio two siages boch ovoluvonary ke
Fabloies {like the Sralinists) chmipare the seed fox the
actuai socialist revelutien

The cyoiwning test of the Pablo Hamsen theory came wath
e wirrers i July of the Nicaraguan revolutian dgainu che
murderous Somoza regime. T his victory was the climax of
inass struggies undes che military leadershep of the Sandinua
Eaberaupn Frome (FSLN), a peity-bowgeos nationalise
guerrilla force inspired by the success of the Cuban revolubion
The majonty wing of the Sandiniitas follows 3 rwosiage
relomust program  deoved from Stalimiun and  has n
lernational connections with liberal bonrgeos Laum Amercan
governments: the pwo smaller wings are repared 10 be funher
left bur ghare the stage theory of revelution No wing i based
an 1 worling-class  pary. Articles in the USecs /n
cercontimenial Press and Ingeecor v funic 1978 argued con



sincengly than the FSLM s net 2 esrking class arganszation,

Alrer Somuea s ouster & Governmen: of Nawvonal Recon
s wht b up By 1he Sandiinecps wnelep 105 pressure
with 1n mpeedy bowrgeen: mapweiny, and 11 hss promeed oo
pripes el peredte progery and all capetalist eletions The
regrme 18 by ne mesns sabicsimee the Nicaraguan madie have
wninease Bapes o their sevntulion and have already brg‘un in
foren bodies of warthers wnd prasancs rhat rheeaten o compriz
ot power A leading chylacle 18 the massey Husions in the
aliny of the Sandiiecar 1o deliver on their promuses The
PSLN poicy of compiutnisng with capitaism (and therefore
with enperialismy) will lead quirkly to 3 conflice wirh the ag
pueranars of the masees.

The [Sec's postion towdeds che Sandinistas and the
Nicataguan reveluton ks necosarily been differént from jis
liwe 1 P and Khomeines Tran the sieictly parlianyentany
tnad abviously miakes bitle seror 16 che mudst 8 3 violent rhal
wiar, But che USec has oot good for 8 proletatian revolution

Wheir wuppmarting the sacditary rifon of the FSLN during the
mburrectiun e ESed raised demicerane and transinional de-
mands 2nd crngiced the Sandinntas” palicy of prominaeg the
pourgeoire 3 oahton govemment Lo culmimanng dogan
preciciably was 1 oe winkens' and peasass goverimen, But
w1 the contesl al wiging the Sandinmistas o hreak with rhe
bourgesiste, chus slogan means a govenanent of the San
dirustas atunie, n peny bowigeais govermment While the LTSec
has beun careful poc o give 2 rlear cizm rharacteniaanon of
the Sandinistag as pery- Bogrgeain, 3 should have ap condlicg
e daing =0 ot Pabione theary ssserss thar peety bourgenn
lorzes can make the socidne revalunon
Iurng the anis-Somars uruggle in 1378, ¢he LSeq had a

scction in Micaragur which reportedly urged stem Jike he
fnrmabinn nf ke crmminees 1o take polivical leaderslip of
i !'-Eht putuf the haadt of (he ibetal boa rgeisss Efnprecar
Frenrh edinon Ocraber 50 1978) v alst called for o Cone
swrel Adsenbly Tor sandar purposes. Bur now thae the
Sandinescas Are gm powers, the Liler changed s aturwte The
S araguan yorton has pot beet pobliciced sinee (e 2l
viarp ronirasr o ehe pubificoy i gaven o Peruvian and fransan
wriions, | here are ne longer open calls fur she Sandinszs o
Yrrak with (hei| bourgeas pamaese and thete are none at all
o a Consttusny Assomnbiv or the formacien of en i
depeenddent workaag clag parry A rrgas o given to the San
winasras slone because of “the rovolucanary capacies af thu
wadesship © The sraies pie not sven watned 8 enst ihe
governmenr 5 3 e hand aeer ther arms awd subemor w rhg
groverbemeng E rmalivary command  Jmstead chev are asked 15
mobilire 11 Zelesse of the niing Sandinsstas whoe wili progpel
the resclution forward. The SWP, the mos sycophantie wing
of gt USeg warns the sratves 00w [0 hallersgs the Samduisoas
o i

"The chaice an Micaragus is either 0 mare

fosward o the victory of o welaliu revolurion, i

in Cuba — ar o tufler a bloody defear, as in

Chile. Either the Sandinistas will comsolidace the

power of 1the workers snd pedsanws and decpen the

revolution into & socialing ransformaiion. or they

will be beater back by impevialiam. . There is nao

third ruad. " | Maitan, Auguse 24, 1979, cmipha.

b sfcdie s

L]
Erthey Cubvs o Chile - here 5 00 othier soad, Warking clas
iiulon o8 thlbl:rd.! Bus even i we were o accepe Lhe
Vie'd eoddirmement of Ciha, b st e poinited aur thae 13
Cuban tosd v & very unlikely aicemznve for Necazagua o

Cuba asin Easern Europe, it was fiest necessary for the Stalin
istz to nullify the powee of the working class: this was dope hs
takong over and diwsplineg Al working class institutions. In
MNiraragus thete i no urong Sualinise parry rooted in rhe wosk
g <lams, and the Sandinsoes alone do por have rhe cyrucally
harcened working ¢las wad:¢ to accomplivh this task. | MNes
hd the anginal Fidelatss, chey bad 1o aily and thes merge
with the Cuban CPin oedes | carry through rhe stase capitali
sation of Coba )

In addition, the Russian spunsers of Coban siare capiialsm
ate loath to take on ancther depandency or te challenge
Linited States hegemony m cho hemisphere. The Fastern blog,
even mare crais tidden 1han the Wt o too dependent on the
logher productiaty cfthe 105 and uy ailies ¢ take the risk
{see Socraiise Varee Mo T for our analysis of this relationship)
Not sw prisingly, Fidel Casiro has apenly tiold the Nicaraguans
rat 1o hape far 2 Cuban sslucion

“"Democratic’”’ Betrayal of Democracy

The wedy hand of transformaiion that can be envisagel ooa
eewlunonary ane leading 1o @ gemiine workery wate But ta
the 3WE. the poad wiil o] the 32ndmistzy hay preater weight
than mazeerial and histercal consideratons, 3o it rhooses the
Coban toad [t supports en sdmaigredly bourgrow  staie
rgainar the posbaluy of o working ciass revolunen Thers &
o word for sech 8 line bur countesrevalucionasy

& prove i losahy, the SWE has contemprihly hrerzayed
i3 wrwm LSe csninnaddes wha (ought oo the side of the FSLYN @&
the Sunan Bobear BEogade Thit grouping was cxpelied from
Nrarugue in August by e coalition govermmens, charged
with heing “nunidens”™ tryog o "capualice on probiema I
agitatne in Managua for working class dermands The SWE
imprer iy wipported che exoyluon [Migrest edironial Aupuse
A0, 1979 This ancident was the firer reer of che Sandinisras’
demawracy and intematisnalism which ihey and ther
adimirery i the WP have abyonally failed

The S'WP thue applands (3 pobice of 3 bouigeons uate
discaplining s own romrades b has come [4l) pirele The
Lifey justilica ity workery” and peasanes’ guvernmien) wrategy
252 defense of demacracy which wiil graw river inio socialam
Bt an ceabiy the workers staie s the only defense of dema
r1zcy leom che bourgeow demoerats wheoare (ar more bou
geois than demouranie Support for the “democrain - workery
gl peasams gmieTnment 35 opnosed 0 a revolutionary bieak
by the woikers fronn the buurgeow visie beraw democracy a
well 25 socualion

I making s of the Pabla Hanses rhean e Swarigua the

SWEF aciually has tesake e farther than Hansen did, Cuba was

. Huadsen's shiniitg example. and be devsloped ha “workers and

fanhert governmesnt nastong whem the Fidelisias ousted their
bowrgrois coalition partret lrom  1he regiee, Bur o
“icaragua the bourgeosie i1 sull in the government So the
Pabliste thensy has 1o be exvtended co one more tramsitonal
age Wherr Marvene Lenin had envisaged the workers srate
B e only transten besween capitalism and communsm
Pahlo and Hansen added the workers' and larmers govemn
ment @% the transition 10 the workers scate  In Micaragua. the
revirdution han already pecurred o the SWP s watfacion (dhe
vadscal perty bnurgq-uimr i it plwer] zrd thetr s 0 workeoy
and faemers’ guveriiiens yer o we pic prenied wach o new
transnana: regime  [he 5W P doss pot as yeb Hare & formal
tabel For ar, bl sevnlutpnasy

n

il e lassbess terms ke
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Myth & Reality

cantinued fegm page 37

puwe: o desceibe it The theory provides a many-layered
cowes for radical forms of bourgeois rule so that the workeny
and peasanis will not find the road to cheir own state power
Tre SWEY concritbunon today makes chos position exphicn
but i has been the underdying methud of Pabloism from che
sLart

The Program for Counterrevolution

Fier genune Troaskymts, the Transitional Program is
designed (o rape the constousness af the mases in order 1o
cunfiond the bourgeone, For Stahinises revelutonary oo
seainese i3 danger o cheir own power and must be un
dermined  phe programs of 'democrabe dictatorsing of
profeiariap and peatantry, “new demortacy” and people’s
demoetary’ have preciely that effecs. The Fabloite program
Ikewere clsty workert fonsamnnest ande o resslulionary
proleranag i required Far the ' roan 1o seaalisen” faliowing ihe
pach ol the "waiker' and lapmers’ goverament 7 T ibe pas,
Pablaited have argued thar (he “objective”™ provesses of the
eevolulion ate what imipels pety bourgeois lorces to undertakie
the o palse 1ranetormxennm Nn;';l_f:gu.] indiranes  Boowewer
rhatir s the conscousness ol the radieat peuy bourgeosse thas
i teally devsive lor them and determmines thewr cherrleading
mmle

It sy appedr stfange thar the SWP aciaally 1aiks abous
sacialism in the cace of Nicaragus, beraute i Pera ang Tran o
hay penerally conceni sied upen purely deswocratie demands
Fhe ddflerence 1s rha Nicacagua » pyere silvanced | i Already
has 2 Trevelutivnary, pewer T wiach the SWP Geliewes can
ewalve into a workers' and fa:mens’ governmett The SWFP o
addremng HE Ecidligr mircEL Ond 10 P madkey But e ihe
Sandinmas — the people who can really do the job. For ihe
SW1' dhe mad o scizhsm hes thaough the peuy horgeos
raditai ar ihe head af the srare Lo wosafe o ralk of socialiam
becausr she mastes Can b assured that no pevolutionary
IR on thesr pamm e required o orner counrnes where
there a1¢ no appropriate pety bourgeois heros yed, the
wotkess mught acruaily rhuni ihar ralls for revalunan are
Fddressed 100 themmcives

Ehee Vher's ol for a petty bourgecds toate to socalsm und
s enthusigrm for the Caban solution show char ws secalam
amoums o reality to state cappiralisie For thy goal no
transitional program s needed but inmead a program tha
aretches c3pitalism o ik ol withoue geing beyond theim
Trotskyy Transinonal Program has been adapied for thi
purpise By using 3 selectioe of its slogans without the proletar
Wil revoielaonaty  condent chat accompany them
The workers' and farmers’ government slogan serves ad
morahly. as Jung a5 1t 5 taken either i 3 democeanc
parhamentary sense or alee a< 4 goal to be handed down from
abmrve by radicals running the statr apparatus. In either wense,
terfl 3 Cworkary guvermnment,” combined with a program of
sclective natisnalirations, represents the ultimate aspiranon
af relormism: state capitalism. Bur & staie capitalist trans
farmation meant a political sevolution 1o supplant the wld
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L getisie 2l  the Loalinmo welt know — 2 decmive
defear af the workeng clss The Tiamitional Program
evigerrated, mythcaed snd transflormed inia a2 pregram for
stase capnalism, thit betoies 3 program o
perrevolunion

I sundemaing the pabdtivgton of (he workery' EoNE TITenT
slvgan tor che workemy' state, we are therclore makmy 3
subislantive distinction ot sitiply a termanalogical one O
there were parmies in Nwarzgus Peri ane! [ran soday calling
fur "wurkety governmients” bul presmung che cnntam ot
smashing the entue bourgeod state Tppachius, thar would ne
be 2 poliical caprulaton Bur sowould el be 4 dargmtous
erici The workers govtsnmen) siogak 13 o challenze 1o the
mzs: relormest pamws 0 carty our ther promiier abd
stpa:d{td o the workers staie, 3 abun Tepresenit rher
ulemmatr program  Lwsag “workerd grsetnment” o mcan
wioikers  stdte umplies  thai acturie  the
cesrucnen of capaalwm a deadly mistshe hoerslly

Thiz wbsvnion = by ne meany oenfined 1o the Linited
Secrptarial The workers government a8 the [aremon
resoluiionary godl v the hatbmars of all the venisg delw
mations of Trowskven And o s wsually nat presenbed with
the actual content of & wickers state  [F other orgarzanons
have not yoo made the same murrrghe berravals ay ehe USeq
pracuce, and even if they fauhdullv and consistently advocare
wochmg ciasm revolutions. the workers  government  sub
pikutmn & a deadiy weight around thewr necks. The SWI ha
ciearhy choaen the wde of the bourgeciae in Nicaraguy Gihets
what share the same theoretical concepiions aml “transivonzi”
slogans are abliged o prove that they will not be lorced to the
wHETIR f'li’l-'l;("h]ﬂ”].-iﬁ

s

miagmusm  canm

Ower the last thoee decades the capiidanons by the epi
ganesaf Trowky bave not beer limited co revelutionary sia-
oo but have occurred i everyrlay praciice as well Evervislo
gan fram the Fransinanal Program has heen senpped of i
tevoiunenery rontent and uwsed imocollaboratiornst ways  Bol
shewth intransigence has been turned into groveling obeisance

We have poineed ot that the Transitonal Program was de-
signed 1o be a bodge bevween the bmmerdiate strugeles of the
wafkingg Class gl its revolutsonary destiny The Pabdoites have
tifortaed it inie g smudge hetween reformist and revely
tigary adeas by preaching thas the consistent seruggle for re
tprms andd democracy grows ovet anto tevolurien Inevitabiy
the zpignnes are driven to the cunclusisa 1han 1he counterposs.
Lty faf 1‘|||;;lr‘l.1:r1ai| ir:dr:shlp 1o petty-bourgoms !i:zdl:r;hip,
at ke hear af the Trancitional Program. must be abandoned.
| he senegads Kautsky beromey & stage inovhe develupareent of
the Bulshewik Lemin. The petly bourgeow radicels beonme the
r.-mlﬂmi;n pewers g i g el

This Maruigm of the marh u ne secidensal leser o refleros
uee @ wrend an logie or theary 36 much as the undestieng Tace
rhat the Pablowes are 3 rddle class formation within the
workers mavement Onoe the Founh bemanonal presenced
tartl as ihe vanguatd of the world workung class Now us de
gencrated olfspring represem ondy 1s negavon  Lanked by a
thausand thieads 1o the other sizands of peity boorgeois dem
peraty they preler every exireme “sabution™ 10 the death agony
ul Capitalem bul one - b terminauon by the proletanan
revidtion  m



