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Britain

The great revolt

l'vom Tehran to Dilbury
warkers on sitike e had ong

thing i commonthe comiie.

| hose  manmagers o the Tran
naticnal oil company who need
the committee’™s approval
hotore they Use o company il
abvious!y hiave o fittle more on
thetr hands  than the road
haulage munagers guewming oul-
e T&G stnke head-guarers
for 4 permil.

But the raok and tile i this
COUniry [hose
whe thought that vears ob the
sowcial contraet and high un-
cmplovment had  buried  the
st lor mdeperident action

Bars® msis e

and do-it vourselt.

Fhic signs are nod all one way
| he hospital and counal dis-
putes hive heen luntasoically
uncwven. lor example.  There
hast't been mich himking ot the
My this  vear
| he organisation ol cven i
militant  disputes. like thy
drivers'. has been putche

A commuon clement on the
mositive side s that there s st
aoerval ek ot conludenee abom
abhility to take  on e
crplosers and the sovermnoe g

dog ks claarnis

[ b

Cdry the ocher hand the aregansa-
o i several disputes shows
it vnee el argansed dod
seetioeis o ed,

ook

veterninaed
s~
alvavs Tollowed,

| he exoennon i Levland; but
this sy ot have hoen the greit
gl

{ISHUIS

FRISENR

ictory o e men!

press ikt | Y oclinmed.

Drivers’ Organmisation

One of the Smvsteres” of the
lorey drivers’ genan Wi s
preciston and s rapad ettects.

| here were no picket line
contlromtations for the press to
swize on. There was a very big
offect on industrial production,
which  employers and  the
eovernnent first exaggerated
atd then tned to play down,

N
panics Iried 1o tind @ con-
spirieey, The Suaday Telegraph
wits reduced  to quotmg the
president ot the Food Manutac-
Federation  that “the
whole thing was planned six
months in advance. Who by?
The SWP. 1 have no doubt”,

1 his

Trers

somuewhat tlatterip
aasoessinent. wias @ distored
whiat K oad
Hunliaee Assocuition members
knew: that the unolficial Bir-
mingham contamerbiase come
nittee plaved a4 considerable
rerle i tving up road lransport,

[ he Birnmingham-hased com-
mitlee was established about
viehteen months ago alter a
~trthe at o Braon Haulage and
Wooest Vidhinds Roadwavs, the
1w o best-organised tirms. which
paved the way ora ten per eent-
husting deal tor Birmingham
aned then drivers nutienally,

| he strike committee sent
delegates w0 Sonthampuon
docks (the nuim ontlet) where
they received
contrary (oo mythology which
divides dockers from drivers,
The conmmmttee set up sinee the
ik dockers.  ¢on-
twinerbise handlers and drivers

coho ol K1 E

were well

CUON TS

Across o0 wide arca ot the coun-
fry.

The Birmingham container-
boses wetthe carbier than anvone
in the industry on Seplember

I and  so are the  natural

surprisingly  the com-
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spearhead for any rank and hile
WARCS CATPAILTL.,

I neven

While the Birmimgham com-
mittee plaved  a key role
despite West Midlands Tuli-
timer's hostility 1o any strike
action. the ormisation i other
quite  varied.
leicester-hased drnvers tor ox-
ample were origimafly agaimnst
the strike. and the strike com-
nuttee bardly cver met.

In Nattingharm “next door’.
the strike committes met on o
24-honr hasis and organised all
picketing. In lLeicester the
pickets which were organised
visited Known customers on G
company-hy-company basis,

The clection of strike com-
mitlees was also quite varied. In
the North West several com-
mittees were elected by and
accounted (o mass meetings. In
the  kFast Midlands  stewards
clected themselves.

drdis Wil

Support

L' also important to bear n
mind the very widespread sup-
port trom other trade unionisis,
The press tound Just two ox-
tuctory
reacting against the drisers,

There were o host ot incrdents
pointing  the other wav: tor
example stewards commitiees
in Yorkshire, fancashire and
Scotland orpanising their own
mternal cheeks 1o turn biack
goods carricd by hanhers, In

armples ol wirrhers

Nottingham the NUM agreed

te provide tull Geithities for one
picket por pit to ien away non-
nion drivers,

—_—.a
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[ Railway Committee
Itisn't clear how manv ofthe
drivers’ commttees will remain
ltnked Iin the tuture -some
operated exclusively on their
ownl patch anvway --but several
ol the stewards” leaders -in
East Angla. Manchester and
scotland - -announced that the

| meant that

sured that people not only knew
which southern arca stations to
send flving pickets to, but also
stewards  could
organise a delegate meeting in

the morning. well in advance of

the union machines,

Since then. as the officials
have steadtastly tned 1o avord
any  further action, the ¢s-

putes. Ford, Longbridge, the
hakers. the drnivers—all in
ditferent wavs show this to he

' the case. But two very con-

trasting examples show 1t even
Mre dramatically —
construction  workers on the
Narth Sea nigs and journalists
producing magazines tor tPC.

The 4.000 rg workers went

- o o — —  — t e ———

'I'i‘le

journahists  took
action  a  work-to-contract
hefore  Christmas 10 force

management o honour com-
mitments on aillowances and
house negotiations made more
than a vear betore. The dispute
wds moare about principle than
cash and NUJ chapel otticers
were not hopeful of much

network set up will be con- | tablished network has proved on stnike for a series of demands support, in view of only partial- | —

timuing in future. cructal. including tull union recognition b effective action on twoe |27 =

There 15 no doubt about the the recent response by the | and the right to time off on a | previous occasions. =
unofficia!  committec  linking national ambulance stewards onc-for-one basis.  Regular In the event much tougher [T =
ratlway  workshop  staft, | committee 10 alockout threat in miss meetings, steward report- | action  was  demanded and | /=
however. which  recently | West Glamorgan was to call for backs and demonstrations in | peliced hy chapel membersand | =——

cmphasised its  strength by | a  national  stoppage —-which Gilasgow  united the strikers | officers alike. Faced with the =—_

calling the first of a series of

monthly  48-hour strikes tor
parity  with  engineering
minimum rates. The strike was
raost successiul in Scotland and
the North Fast, but was also
supported 1in Yorkshire, Liver-
paol, Bristod, South Wales and
East Anglia.

The regional shopmen’s com-
mittee was 1n lact surprised by
its  success:  several militant
depots had voted apgainst the
sirike. but then came out when
other depots stopped. Brish
Rail management also
blundered when they got super-
visors to fuel trains,

In responsc. several depots
profonged the strnike to four
days. there was widespread
‘blacking of locos in depots not
on strike and the key London
depots renewed their contact
with the committee. There is
now a real hikehhood of a
nationwide arganisation being
built.

Information

Both the road and rail dis-
putes are examples of how
accurate information 1s crucial
in keeping rank and ftile struggle
up. Details of what stronger
areas were doing kept weaker
areas out in the drivers
dispute—and the confusion
sown by ofticial *dispensations’
and company by company deals
towards the end of the strikes
nearly snatched defeat from the
Jaws of victory n several arcas.

[nformation 15 seen as so
important in the BR workshops

controntation that manaye-
ment  actually shut  off the
internal  phone  lLinks to

Yorkshire depets. The result
was the rest of the country
thought that all Yorkshire was
aut. mstead of threc-quarters!

Telephone communications
hiave also been the key to
success  in the  ambulance
strikes, Omn the occasion of the
first London stoppuge, constant
rhone calls hetween ambulance
stations and sub-stations en-

shows how far this particular
group of workers has come ina
very short time.

Sceale of Revolt

These examples and others -
tondon firemen, local
journalists ---show how quickly
the mood of defcar. which
seemed to have deep roots, has
heen dispelled 1in different n-
dustries and ditferent unions.
The other side of the coinis that
an indecisive lead —forexample
in the hospital dispute-—can
very quickly lead to confusion.
apathy and coliapse.

The confidence and aggres-
ston needed to win s not
antomatic, It needs to be argued
for and organised tor more
strongly than in the past. Where
credible rank-and-tile groups
and commttees ¢xist, however,
the response  can  also  be
stronger than in the past--
especially  as  the  spineless
hehaviour ot national union
leaders can lead existing unoi-
ficial groups to join forces.

Even the very limited joint

nickets by train and lorry
drivers, the potential links
between  Freightliners, lorry

drivers and railway workshop
grades, are well in advance ot
the organisation achieved in the
last major strike wave - autumn
1974,

The fact s that such
organmisations take a long time
to build; there 15 the problem of
keeping  such links in cold
storape.  And  organtsations
cannot be contrived. There was
little or no general support tor
meetings about the Ford sirike
among trade union activists—
the wssue didn’t click. Yet the
strike saw the birth of an
excellent rank-and-tile group,
complete  sohdanty on  the
docks and women organising to

defeat the media’s *back-to-
work wives' campalgn.
Finally, there is a much

greater willingness abroad for
more than a small minornity to
get involved in arganising dis-

apainst officials from ali unions
who instructed them to return
by work.

The strikers sent delegations
ter the Shetland o1l terminal. to
the east coast terminals and to
ALrporis noan attempt to block
supply of the ngs and the flow
ot ol

loss of every 1PC magarsine
management threatened a selec-
tive lockout, met with an almost
unanimous vote to carry on
with the sanctions—and
collapsed.

It 1sw't only the Ayatollah
who faces prohlems with the
committees. David Beecham

(hina

Ten years ago, in March 1969,
Chinese and Russian  troops
clashed along the Ussuri and
Amur rivers, The Chinese inva-
sion of Vietnam on 17 February
has brought the prospect of war
hetween  the two  ‘socialist’
giants closer than ever hefore,

[t also pitted against each
other those two great symbols
of national iheration in the third
world  the People’s Republic

Vietnamese casualty 1979

People’s war

ot China and the Demaocratic
Repuhlic of Vietnam.

The occasion of the war was
the Vietnamese 1hvasion  of
Cambodia. Deng Xiaoping. the
Chinese strong-man, had ex-
plained during his visit of the
United States that the Viet-
namese needed to he ‘punmished’
for removing I*eking’s closest
allv in scuth-east Asia, the Po?

| Pot regime.




Vietnomese artillery position neare Tae €

The Chinese could cliom
thew defence the tact that the
Vietmimese
Cambodin wis motovated Tess

by distuste for Pol Pots
murderous  and  barbane
pohoies than by oo

N LA ISLIC OSPITATIONS Lo Con-
trart the whole ol Indochima (see
Sacialint Keview 9 bBebroary
1979 They conld pomt te Hhe
strcam of Clhinese relngees from
Vietnam  and o the ant:
Clunese propaganda pumped
oul by Hanors moedia,

B the € hnese action swis s
el o nuter of real politik o
the
Cambodin Pekone ondoninted-
vosase the depateh ol troops
Acrass the Yemant border s

Victimamese Conguest ot

anather «tage 1y the |i1flg:[L‘|'TT]
striecle aeainst the oo
cuems . Honors elose allv and
harcher e Soviet Limon,

I b iscilso how the Chinese
Insastian s been
Waiashhinetan,  JShinegnicw
Carters ot |
ST with
[yene Npopinge that the nunn
threat tee waorld peice s Sonv e
CRPLIINIONISM s evideneed by
the Cuhan nullidary, presence in
Angoln and Belepi and rhe

U N

Bresn-ki,

advisers ey

ESSA ) SRR P ST FURSY
Sotanistanr by oo pro NMuoscow
COTUNILNIST Party

[he foonevrivt (23 Fohrgm
L3700}

o=t

P 0N

NE
(R
critacis ol the € Bnese action
Mow bocnn s mnbed:

TR e mthees Mot
s 1w belore oy o
caparid s samth-cast o A
o b amtbnenee sy wader 1 hs

S IRIEATRS PO7S W11

Lot by

wor b b Ll Toestoime i reve 1l
votns Phat o e anstorist ally
ab Foareana’s bies been cheched by

STTFRRI S SRR (A A INRTRN FI A0S

ageumtion  of

ST

SOV

dene Niaoping  rased
sitiles when he s
chorime hes American visit three
weeks aeo that the Victnamese
were the SCbans ol sy

Hut Presadent Carter agrees:
e mterviess pubhstied e
favernarional Herald  Tribne
this week. he called both Cuba
and Victnam surrogates” of the
Soviet Uinron, A healthy Sonviet-
Amoncan relatonship < hard
to imatgime until the surrogates

Jave been restriimed,

| e evidence of Chinas
willingness to Tight complicates
Risstcs malitary plinmimge, by
nith g 10 risker To oy e Trocps

-.-."]}

Ard weiipons Tromn s casiern
Iront oot Puropean fromt

"3 I the Amencaos noinnee
ter deter the Russians from
tthing  any cltective mihtary
Colnter-etion st Chia
thes vy demonstrated
thut they can sl make thew

will

wetehr felt”
Fakany
dcea Nt one doees ot have (o

Phese  Dctors 1o
i ine coluston between Poek-
e aned Washimetom ey the

s oo doetect o growing

covereenee ol interests
botsween sestern caopmtalism and
the  Chinese rewone. owder-

pinnee by the Latter™> need for
westorn lons and technolog
and o thenr connmesie tear ol
Senciet nuditry power tsee Nipy

Flarrs"s ot clsew bere i 1hs

Lamt el e the O hiese 1
Poconne S rertea s U oo,
biahitine nrass wairs Lol

Wishineton i v

| b O honese hive emprhirsis-
A that e ey aomes are
Brnoed . s
plhinned 5 oguich o-ou operi-

appenr 1o hase
i stbanye the hines ob thew
hosder clasvwath todia i 1962

i ooy kalanee along

T ——— . =—

the  Smo-Vicrmamese  border
appearcd o lavour Peking's
plans. LN ntellizenee estimated
that the Chinesy have at least
L0000 1roops and 8O0 attack
arreratt on the border, heavile
autnumbering  TORO00 Viel-
MAMese troops, many ol whom

e local mudita-men,

| he Chinese haped to cxplont
the tact that 16 (out af a total ol
UL Vietnamese divisions were
reparted 1o be o Cambodi.
lhe cream of Hanot's army
seents i danger ot being bogged
down in o tong guernilla war
amnnst torces lovil 1o Pol ot
i the  west ol Cambodia
(supphed by China  via
Thilandd, even thoneh Peking
sull theoreticallv supports the
| hie C ommunist Party, which
i~ ~aomewhere in the qunale

Iryving 1o overthrow  the
Biangk ok mafitary reszime),
The Chinese seem Lo hionve
calenlated that they couldnt
[owe: 1 the  Vietnamese
withdrew  troops from Cam-
bowdty to delond thenr own
border this woutd  help the

Cambodiin resistatiee: 11 the
Victnimese occupation forees
staved put i Ciamboder then
the Chimese wooubd hove aneosy
time makimg  mince-moat of
Hanors border troops,
Things may not owaork
this e

BTN
SN border
COLLITY 15 M LALLM S Terran
which muitkes for the
wenher Viclmumese Lorces Lo
avend heidon

Wil
Citsy

confrontration
with the Chinese Rarher thon
withdriw without mfheting a
detmte doetet Voiet-
naniesye. the Chinese insaston

it he

army  might drve on to the
noarest e target  the capital.
i,

As o US aothicial rold

Newaweek: "Fvenal their inten-
ton s onb to advance o lew
miles. that could change mm the
COUTSE the fighting.  The
Chinese  are on the  classic
iy asion rotes toward (he Red
Riverdelta. mosing towards the
same towns that Ho Clo Minh

af

sezed from the French® during

the [946-533 of 1n-
dependence.

I they were to deade todrive
turther  nte Vietnam.  the
Chinese may well tind that they
have bitten ofl more than they
can chew, The Vietnamese army
i« perhaps the most batle-
cxperenced armyoin the waorld,
enoaving superior air-dnd lire-
power to the Chinese. thanks to
cgmpment  supplicd by the
Rtisstans and captored from Lhe
Amencans.

Hanor and Haimphong have
the densest air delences mn the
world., The Victnamese people
deteated the French and afl the

War

micht of the Amerncan war-
Machime  why noet the Chinese
as well?

These conxiderations aside,
deeper Chinese penctration mto
Victnam could provoke Rus-
stan militiary .omtervention.
[hereare 44 Soviet divisions on
the Nmo-Russian horder. and
the Kremilin bosses. paranowd
abaut Chinaat the best of times,
are unbikely tognore 4 Chinese
nuch on the capital of ther
closest allv in Asia,

Deng and Co almost certain-
v do not want 1o light the
Rissians vet,  because  they
would  almost certiainly  lose.
The basic reason for the “four
modernisations” at the heart of
current Chinese policy 15 the
need to butd up thewr armed
torces o o level of traming and
cquipment comparable (o the
Russtans’.

Sa [eng Nioping, despite
the Giste Tor stetson hats and
rodeos he displaved during his
visit toy Pexas, s lltllikl:]}' ko
fallow T vndon
atiemptinge (o

dohnson
conyuer Yiel-
.

Noevertheless, the  Sino-
Vietnamese war oupht to have
removed any lingering doubis
thit hohave
towvards ciich other moany wiy
different to what  capitalist
stakes doo Indeed. it may have
convinged people  that
those countries have nothing to

‘socnilistT  stites

W0TTIY

Jo wirth socigbsm understood in
any sense recogmsahle to Mary
or b enimn.

Workers ot all countries
unite”s the words have a hollow
ring when uttered by the
hurcauerats of Hanoi, Peking
or - Moscow so intent on the

-




pursuit of thetr own narrow
national interests that they are
prepared 1o 2o Lo War

Meanwhile,  the  CUhinese
should get out of Vietnam. The
Vietnamoese people have sot-
tered enough without the final
msult of bemg iovaded by g
socialist” countey.,

The same tormula, however,
should apply to Camboda, 1
the  Vietnamoese ‘communists’
were consistent supporiers of
the pemneiple ol natongl seli-

determination.  rather  than
Vietnamese nationalists. they
would leave the Cambodian
neaople  to settle their own

“problems.

The Tast two manths in sauth-
eist Asia have
wronmwes. Phe Victnamese army
have become colomal occupmiers
trench or American stvle; the
Chimese architects of ‘people’s
wir'  have  hecome  foreign
ageressory,. What Afex
Callinicos

next'?

TUVC/Government

Leader games

Just what v the TULC up to!
After buling {o agree a pay and
prices deal with the government
last November (described n
Sociafist Keview No, ¥) it has
NOW put Its name 1o g very
strange document,

The ttle  alone: “The
economy,  government  gnd
trade union responsibilitics’ s
ambiguaus encugh lor the deal
to be dubbed “the social Con-
fact’

A large part ot the 20-page
document 1s ssmply blather. The
government 18 pratsed for s
‘programme of retorm’, Tory-
type Clegalistic intervention” s
harmtul. ‘technological change
must  henefit the whole  of
society” and so on, This portion
of the deal s obviously written
for electoral show,

A second element in the pact
Is maore dangerous. Here 1ty
stated that there needs to be an
‘annual CConomic
assessment”  an adeg that the
cmplovers have been pushing
through the CBl and through
the Tory party,

The TUC accepts that we
should get the annual inflation
rate helow tive per cent ‘within
three  vears (rom now™ - and
hold 11 there. And so, the
document  cxplamms, there
should not be a ‘general rise in
the level of money incomes
which significantly outstripped
the rate ot output growih”.

“Taken literally. this would
mean people’s real wages falling
by about 8 per cent this year!

To hack this up the document
goes on to talk about the *going
ratc’ and claims, unbelievably.
that ‘this does not 10 our view
form a proper part ol real
callective  bargaiming.,  which
should have regard to the mernits
of the particular situation,

The *gong rate’ concept can
he  highly  ambiguous  and
destahihising 1t has the disad-
vantages from the trade union
stitndpomnt of a pay norm,
coupled with the inflationary
ctfect  of  successive  groups
hinlding a higher ‘going rate’ on
the  huasis of  settlements
previously made’

() course this last statement
completely contrudicts itsell- -
how can vou have a ‘norm’
which keeps on gomng up? Bul it
also leaves the TUC endorsing a
rcally right-wing position.

Damage Done . ..

But the real sting of thas joint
document is in its tail three
TULC *ewides’ on negotiating,
conduct of disputes and umon
organisation, By tar the maost
polsonolis of  these 1w on
micketing {see hox), The TUC
claims it s a collection of advice
‘previously issiued”.

It~ thus rather odd that no
tull-time  official,  let  alone
steward  or rank and hile
member can recall seeing 1t

True or not, this very public
statement by the TUC could be
very  damaging m future: it
teaves  almost  any SeTious
micketing open to arrests and
senttences on the basis (hat the
picker was outside ‘even TUC
gtndance”. It's a can of worms.

Argument

1T 15 not the case that the joint
statement went through on the
nod. In fact they nearly reached
deadlock on 1t With Len
Murray domng his best to mess
up the Times dispute it was left
to  TUC assistant  gencral
sceretary, [david lea, to write
the final document. Mr lea,
needless to say, s eleeted by no
one  not even lor life.

Been fult of

b—a e -
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How the TUC sees disputes

Fxteacts trom advice 1o umons, wssued February fdth: "Some
unofficeal action may anse because of {aulty communications
within the umon,. . where unalficial action does take place unions
should take energetic steps to get a return to normal working. ..

The {rwnerat Council

strongly  recommend  the {ollowmg

principles to unions... to provide for ballots to be held where a
strike 1s contemplated or durning the course of a strike... The right to
picket 15 subject to the following legal restrictions .. pickets may
communicate or abtain information ‘peacctully” but may not
interfere’ with persons entering or leaving promises.

Interterence incluodes unlawtul obstruction of the highway, the
use of such methods as lving down in the road. hnking arms to
prevent the entry of lorries to premiscs, Jostling or detaining
persons entering or leaving the premises and making threats of
violenee or engaging in acts of vielence.. Lawful methods of
persuasion are iimited to toral or visual methods™ and do not permit
pickets to commit acts such as phvsical obstruction of 4 vehicle or

person...

Badges or armbands should be carried orworn by pickets so that
thev are clearly 1dentihiable as authorised pickets _trade umons
need to be aware that it cansomenimes be difficult to control o large
group of pcketsat 15 also important that demonstrations of this
kind do not convev the impression that the object 1s to blockade a

waorkplace.”

When 1t came to a vote there
was  another  embarrassing
problem. TUC members such ay
Ken Gl didn’t want to support
the document, but they didn't
winl to vole it down cither, S0
there was no vote. (10s wonder-
tut  how they deal with
demaocracy at the 'UC).

There was, however, some
real argument -- particuiarly
aver the TUC guides, Harry
Urwin tor the TGWIU, was
apparcntly ntost distressed that
the courts might take advantage
of the T1!C putting its name to
documents on the closed shop
and picketing.

Both he and left wingers such
as Ken (nll, Bitll Keves, Stan
Pemberton and Alan Sapper
(all members of the TUHC
Employment  Policy and
Organisation Computlee) were
eventually satistied with official
cxplanations that the guides are
only advisory and not meant to

Cbe applhied in all circumstances,

And this was the line Murray
took at the press conterence
with Callaghan which ldaunched
the document,

Considering not one union
contference  has  debated
picketing tactics in  living
memaory. let alone pronounced
on the legahity of “hinking arms
to prevent the entrv of lorries to
premises’ {for cxample). this
fawning to the right wing ol the
burcaucracy is quitc amazing.

Centralisation

[Yaces this matier? And does it
matter that Murray presumes to
recommend  council  and

hospital workers to accept a 9
per cent deal that theoir ex-
ccutive  rejected?  Grotesgue
TUC  General  Council  in-
terference  1n the  atfairs of
member Unlons 1 not new.

Readers of  the lLondon
busworkers paper.  Plaiform,
were recently remunded of the
example of how the TUC
moved in 193X 1o stop other
unions  supporiing them and
advised the TGWL fagainst any
extension of the stoppage to
other groups of workpeople”,

And the TUC in the 1960s
also made many statements ‘on
hehall® of its members without
consutlting them.

Much of this and the pre-
sentl bout ol power-mongering
represents the more or less anpen
desire ot the  TU{s awn
burcaucracy and the lLabour
Party right wing to build up &
centre which would domimate
the unions, and especially unol-
ficial strikes and organisation.

Chapple/Boyvd axis
There doesn™t seem mauch
chance of this happening, most
ot 4ll because it woutd probably
require  rebuilding the trade
untons  from  scratch. as n
Cermany. Where the danger
now lies is in the new right-wing
axis and in  particular  the
projecied merger between the
engineers and electricians,
Chapple. Dulfy and Boyd
now have dominant positions

on c¢vcryv majer  TUC
commitice  finance. cconomic.
international. employment
policy  and  nationalised  1n-




dustries. Much of the recent
debate within the TUC
represented a personal triumph
tor Chapple.

He goo so carnied away that
he took nis personal contempt
loT the public sector unions into
the maiges of the Sirand had wo

be  persanally rebuked by
Murrav  betore  even right
wingers  ltke David  Basnett

woud continue working with
hm.

For vears Chapple has been
personally 1solated within the
hurcaucracy. He no longer is,
His particular brand of politics
s not vet dominant. The
AUEW-EETPU merper is a
very lang wav from success.

But i1t does take place, bits
of TUC gnidance on picketing
will certiiinly no longer just be
preces of paper tacked on the
cnd of clection manilecstos. Biff
Crecirgre

Picketing

|- thts of ns were preketng at the
Wimpey  hullding  stte n
Pracoenham.  Iwo o sacked
butldhing workers had vecupied
a tower crane, and m sohdarity
we o wele waiting at the site
crntrance o call 1o the two, 150
teet up. and to appeal ta those
athers who were still working

AL went well tor two hours,
and a good proportiion of the
worktoree respected our picket
e, | he police prolibe had been
Juite fenw | thoueh their attitude
tv e twa o the
wiharseem down hod
cpate hrtal.

CTiENg
Peen

Hitt then with s ureat show ol
DTG Y PrecIsion two serpeants
came onto the scene. "Where are
the armbands? one shoated.
“Aad o veur leaders, wha are the
lciiters, A prcket has o leader”
| he tworad them, ke something
ol ol Calbert
chorused  “We
armhands<, and want  the
Nero pickets  wathout
lcaders, Who's respansthle™

En LIS ooeis1an, dlier o lew
replies,
Pacccdledom and
wandored ottt drostreted. o find
aalt with o therr constables
standd e yard ar the gote. Faor,
A~ one picket was able o spell
thesm. pwcheting isn't
el e nor qunte vel,
the pohoe the ik s
abrcads diy o the new statutes
dvannst the pmcket. The an-
reeirpated dTegaislation
restriction un numbers, place
Amd tepe ob pleketing, the use ol
armbueads . the regunrements 1o
tave praper contrel ol the
michat thitgs
trumpeted by the Tories as par
ol the ante-nnese tisede are as
A

angd Sulbvan,
wiant to
W

U

leonde s,

civan ] Serteiants

Tweedlcder
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Vi TS
et enihisns o pichet hnes
Thu 14 6 have
Bovt b trom e restraimied”

e eed police
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On the line

a=. oo sl

dapproach ot
uwn g0 back 1o the bhuliders’
strike of 1972 and the subsc-
quent the Shrewsbury tnals to
se¢ how governments will react
to cifective picketing, but to
account tor the current ruling
class attitude we can best think
hiack to the events af Grunwick,

It was there that the power of
the picket was wnitten large for
all tosee. Far oven o ouretforts
ended in defeat, the many minor
successes munst vast numbers
ot police. the pitched battles
involving  workers  trom
throughout industry. and the
dailv  television  record  of
thousands standing up to the
worst the state coutld OTEANISE
allsent shivers of rage down the
collective ruling class spine.,

Hoere were extremists doing
battle iigainst the most sicred of
our mstitutions, and doing it.
worse, 10 the streets, where all
could see. We were frespassing
an haly graand.

[ he [ewrsham ovents further
ratsed the wmperature, and by
the time. a wvear later. Thai
mdustriad strugele began agam
i carnest, the stage was st tor
widescile conlronrations.

This winter the piecket Bne
altensive has heen adyvanced on

twao evels. Where groups of

workers have been gquite small,
o where they hive been weak,
the crudest violence hies been
nsed to smaash the pcket,

The hakers woere Tirstan linwe.
Fheir strike was pathetically
misorganised  on o nabonal
level, wilthout communication

or even the clementary forms of

lcadershin, Often picketing,
iragicallv. within smelling dis-
titnge of scab-baked bread. they
were clearly the sort of group
the police felt they could go lor
with impuniby.

And thoir cagerness was no

dottht sharpened by the sight ol

[Yagenham. We

e

'
]
1
1
1
1
r
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Asn workers  as
targets. The result was a series
ol cruel incidents, particularly
At Walthamsiow n Fast 1.on-
don, and a1 Bradford, which
hospitaliscd  many  pickets.
There were mass In-
cluding 6 in Gloucestershire on
the last night ot the stnke,
Fncouraged by their
uccesses’. the police repeated
the dose lor the journalisis.
Strikers  Found
heaten to the ground by the
same policemen who they met
weekly for thetr court repores.

w0 TNy

arrests,

thermselves

There were agam dorens of

incidents, wath those at Lix-
bridge, Barnet, and Rochtord
amongst the worst, fournalists
were  sometimes arrested two
and three times on the same
meket hine, courageousty going
hack 1or more, only 1o se¢ the
palice hatter ther lines apart to
toree seih lormes through,

The end of the strike has
hrought lurther incidents  at

Nottingham. where picketing in
stupport ol twentv-vight sacked

journalists has bhrought scenes
remiriscent of the early days at
Grunmwick  (he police sceming
toact as b on strings from the
management atfices, armving in
squads to beat back the lines
just s the scab vans arrive.

Hut where the stronger sec-
tions of workers have been
struggle, o very difterent ap-
proach has been used. At Fords.
wilh the plants silent, police
wore hardly seen. And for the
tanker and lorry drivers, with
their  impressively  eflective
secondary” picketing, hardly an
incident was reeorded.

In recozmtion ol the dilficul-
tv of confrontimg lor example,
hoth lorry drivers and dockeirs
4t Tilhury or Hull. the otfensive
wits direeted theough the subtier
channels of the press and the
COLLrts.

A tlood ol the Toulest porson
wits direeted against the pickets,
Fyery Tory public speaker. and
a4 good number of Labour ones.
opted Tor  the scapogoat
approach -the  nmation's s
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being  attrtbuted to the un-
hridled militancy of the
wreckers and hoodlums ot the
picket line.

The question *who rules” —
last provoked by the miners
strike of 1974 was again raised
as the picketing bit good and
hard cnough to win the tanker
drivers 15 per cent and the lorry
drivers a very imnpressive 22 per
cent.

I'he courts were brought in to
ltnd agminst lorry driver Reg
Fall, picketing at Loders and
Nucoline in  FEast london.
“secondary” picketing in
effect picketing anvthing apart
ftom one’s “own’ workplace.
was defined as ‘contrarv to the
interests of the nation”

This decision echoed those
made by gencrations of High
Court  judges and Tory
governments  from  Tatf Vale
down to the acts of the early
thirties— which barred eftective
mcketing until 1946, Tory glee
at the decision was quile
public 1t sceming to apen the
way tor a coming {7 Thatcher
government to go the whole hog
and ¢rush the picket,

But Labour (oo have con-
tributed to  the deological
assaunlt. Callaghan and Owen
have boasted of thetr pleasure in
hreaking picket lines. Quite
clearly legislation may comc
from their camp too. and
with the trade unmion offictals
rcady to apply 1t they could
causc  scrious  damage  to
traditions of physical solidarity
butlt up over the vears.

The trade union movement's
own disciplinarians, who have
s0  consistently  policed  therr
awn members, have also had
something to say akout the
pickets,

The top trade union leaders
have played a leading role in
deadening the eftects ot the
picket,
T&GWIE has striven to make
the appellation ‘official’ a kiss of
death {or any strikc.

He and the T&GWI cx-
ccutive hurried to approve the
lorry drivers’ action so as to
nctter bring it under officials’
control, adopting a ‘code aof
conduct’” agrecd with the
government to water down the
picket  linc. The sites  for
picketing. the numbers per-
mitted. the dockets of cxemp-
tion. the armbands to be worn:
all  foretell the  sorts of
limitations  which the next
government will certainly in-
troduce.

Burt lets leave the last word to
the Tories tavourite top man in

the unions. Frank Chapple of

Maoss Evans of the

the EETPU showed his trade
unien principle by denouncing
the low paid pickets  as
‘terrorists’. With his mates in

the nght wing of the labour
movement giving the police a
licence to sharpen its teeth on
the picket hine. Chapple has at

least spelt out what we can
expect over the next vear. The
fight will be on to protect our
most basic rights. Phil Marfiecet

Spain

Election fever

On 1 March Spawmn goes to the
pools to elect 535 deputies and
senators to the Cortes (parlia-
ment}. The background to these
clections ivolves the continual
restriction of free speech, heavy
pohice repression in Euskadi
(thc Basque country) and a
‘hosses’ offensive” -~ a situation
that has been the norm since the
first ‘democratic’ ¢lections in 40
vears. in June 1977.

The ruling UCD and the
P50QFE (Socialists) are expected
to end up neck and neck, while
the Communists (PCE) may
mcrease their 20 seats slightly.

On the right the ‘Blemocratic
Coalition’, a grouping which
includes the pro-constilution
elements  of  the Popular
Alliance are not cxpected to
make  significant  gains,
although the fascist coalition
*National Umion® might well win
a4 scal or two,

Suarez, the prime mimster,
called the elections immediately
alter the ratitication of the new
constitution  (see  Sociafist
Review 8) in order to capitalise
on any new-found credibility.

More importantly. the first
municipal elections for 40 yvears
have beencalled for 3 April, and
Suarez hopes to gvercome the
chronic weakness of the UCD's
local orgamisation (previously
the mumcipal clections had
heen continually put off for fear
of a left victory} thanks to the
massive  £3l4 million UCED
campaign in the parlimanetary
clections,

The December referendum
on the constitution produced a

35 per cent abstention rate —at
least 10 per cent higher than

expected and indicative of a

certain  popular disenchante-
ment with the UCD-PSOE-
PCF consensus package.
Ahsentions were particularly
high among youth, the un-
employed, white-collar workers
and other seotions not so
traditionally well organised as
male industrial workers who,
on the whole, voted “Yes'
Above all, Suarez and his
reformist friends were massive-
Iy rejected in Euskadi. There
were ) per cent absentions and

Il per cent "Noes’ in the two
main Basque provinces. reflec-
ting the widespread support
there for a real break with the
centralised statc of Franco.
Meanwhile, on the industrial
front the bosses and the UCD
have had a hot winter. The
rcasans for the great increase in
industrial disputes are complex,
On the aone hand. after a year
ot of rapid inflation (the prices
rose 6% per cent m 1978 but
hasics such as food and publhc
transport went up much more).
mass unemployment {now |4
milhion), and wage restramnt
(thanks to the Moncloa pact
hetween the government and

reformists), manv  workers
weren't prepared to remain
passive,

{n the other hand. the PCE
and the PSOF have not been
ahove some mock heroics,
caliing out the stage army as
part of their election cam-
palgns.

Similarly, the bosses have
been accused of taking intran-
sigent lines in pay negotiations
in arder to provoke strikes and
thus give the right’s public

L image a bit of a lift by raising the

spectre of *labour disorders’.
In general the Workers'

Commissions (CCOO) and the

soclalist-controlied UGT have

confined any action to one-day - ;

stoppages and demonstrations,

This s particularly true of the
metal mmdustry, where all the big
car plants—SEAT, Chrysler,
Ford. etc—have had short
strikes. The 180,000 metal-
‘workers of Madrid recently had
three one-dav strikes in support
of their £10-claim. Eventually
they won £6.50.

There have heen exceptions
to thus pattcrn. In the Basque
province aof Navarra the 25,000
metal-workers went on strike
for 19 days. They barricaded the
streets, occupled 20 factories
and held daily mass assembhies
and demonstrations,

One demo was attacked by
the police. even though 1t had
heen legally authornised, and
three workers were badly in-

jured by rubber bullets. Non-

etheless, militancy squeezed a

16 per cent wage-mcreasce out of
the emplovers.

In Valladohd., the workery
assembly, influcnced by various
tar  left ‘assemblista™ groups.,
rejected un otficinl UGT-CC OO
recomntendation in favour of
an emplovers’ offer designed to
cnd the long-standng dispute at
Renauit,

The pro-assembly  workers
have stepped up thelr action by
occupving  ong  plant  and
clashing with the police on the
streets, The CCOO  accused
them of heing atlied to tfascist
groups 1nside the factory and
imtend to call a referendum to
obtain the “true fechngs of the
majority ol  workers'.
Meanwhile, Renault have clos-
ed the tactory indetinitely.

Maost  protracted  disputes
have taken place in traditionaliy
wieak  sectors  for  cxample.
there was a hitter and violeni
hatel strike in the Cananes.

The hosses have pursued an
aggressive strategy lock-outy
and victimisations are common,
while the government’s new
anti-terrorism  legislation  in-
cludes measures against pickets
which the police have not heen
slow to use.

The current dispute involving
1700000 bank-workers  has
brought out the timidity of the
Comemumst  Partv's  strategy.
The UGT and the smaller
UnIons are presenting a claim of
21 per cent, while the Workers”
Commissions, which the PCE
controls, in the light of ‘the real
economic situation’, arc asking
for only 1& per cent!

The CCQOO opposes any all-
out strikes, ks aim seems to he
to fragment the struggles as
much as possible and to avold
clashes which might scare off
middle-class voters,

The bhercest struggies have
been In places hke Navarra
where the far lelt has some
influence and workers have a
recent hustory of militancy,

The other maior eleciion
Issue s ‘terronism’—which
means, for most people. FTA
(the Basgque liberation army).
The PCE and the PSOL.
hiacked hy the two main maoist
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grnups. the PTE and the ORT,
campaigning against
terrorism’ as the main threat to
‘democracy’.

The anti-terrorist laws have
led 1o widespread arrests of
ETA sympathisers in the Bas-
que country, while the French
povernment have been putting
on the heat in the Basque areas
in France. detaining or expell-
ing numerous political refugees.

Mecanwhile. the real danger
the fascists,
continue to show the influence
thev have in the state apparatus,
especially in the armv and the

police. L
In  November ‘Operation
(ialaxia’. a coup planned by

some army and pohce officers,
was uncovered. Only three of
the culprits are being
prosecuted.

It scems that the generals
washed their hands of this
premature affair, The elfect of
the plot was to strengthen the
UCT-PROE-PCE claims about
the democratic. credentials of
the army and police com-
manders, - y

Then the funeral in early
danuvary of the military gover-
nor of Madrid, who was killed
hy ETA, -was turned mto a
fascist demonstration.

Santiagn  Carrillo,  PCE
gencral secretary. commented:
‘Without doubt the distur-
hbances and worries have been
ciused by the terrorist attacks
which can be used by certain
forces to make propaganda.

‘But we are in a modern
Furopean socwety, and logically
the armyv Is  becoming
proatessionilised  aad  in-
creasingly  plavs the role of
defender ol Spanish  in-
dependence and  sovereignty
and ot 1the constitution’,

His number two, Ramon
Tamames. pointed out that ‘the
King s the supreme commander

of the armed forces and the King

has  opted for
democracy’™

The MO {Communist Move-

very  clearly

ment) and LOR (Revolutionary -

Communist Ledguc) have tried,
with much weuker forces, to
oppose  the  ‘anti-terrorist’
hyvsteria.

They point out that. mrstaken
though FTAS methods are.
they are the product of vears of

repression and that the onlv
solutiaon Lo ‘terrorlsm’ is not
more  repression,  but o self-

determination for the Basgue

people. The far left call lor the

purginyg ol the army and police
arid  the banning ol fascist
like  Fuerea
AYVGHD
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" analysis

The MC and the LCR in
practice support the Abertzales,
the radical Basque nationalists,

who have organised strikes and

demonstrations agatnst repres-
SELOTI.

The election campaign open-

ed with the arrest ot 40 Ahert-
zale. MC and LLCR candidates
who had occupied the town hall
m VYitoria. As a resuit. one
famous Abertzale leader,
Telesforo Monzon, i1s being
prosecuted as an ‘apologist for
terronsm’.

Against this background, the
UCTY are posing as the true
defenders of ‘modern western
democracy’. Tthey hope to
continue their ‘democratisation’
process, keeping most of the
Francoist repressive apparatus
intact but under their control.

The PSOE. *a hundred vears
of firmness and honesty’. and
the PCE, ‘put vour vote to
wark’, hope to consohdate ther
image as responsible
democratic  parties,

Both parties are proposing
mild reflorms. For example, the
PSOE are calling for hmited
nationalisation, the PCE for
‘democratisation of the police
and Cwil (Guard” and the
‘repulation’ of abortion.

The last year and a half has
seen a significant downturn in
the class struggle after the
radical upheavals during the
death agony of the dictatorship.
The one exception has been
Euskadi, where both the
national and class struggles
have continued in a radicalised

form.

The two main Aberrzale
coalitions, Euskadiko Eskerra
(Basque  Left) and Herni
Batasuna (Papular Unity), are
presenting  programmes  with
much in common with the
revalutiohnary jeft and, despite

their intransigent advocacy of

an Independent Basque state,
they represent a Torce., especial-
Iv among voung workers, weli
to the left of the reformists.
Fuskadiko Ezkerra won two
seats 1in the st election {when
the coalition includéd MO} but
hits moved right recently m the
hope ol an aliance with the
hourgeois nationalist PNV, HB

in peneral identidies with the .

present ETA campaign,

(i the lar left, the ORT {in
arder to advance’) and the PTE
("for fresh airin parhament with
4 (itferent leit™) are afier seats
and 1t ix increasingly difficudt to

disbinguish them trom the refor-

mists,

Anrong the plethora ot other
groups, the only relatively
sericus  glternatives  to  the

PSOE and PCE ¢ome from the
MC and the LCR,

They have broadly similar
programmes: opposition  to
consensus, wage control,
austerity measures, unemploy-
ment, the constitution, fascism,
NATO, the EEC, etc: support
for the republic. fultdemocratic
and trade union rights, women’s
liheration, .agraran reform,
self-determimation  for  the
nationalities. etc. ,

The LLCR's campaign
focusses upon ‘unity of the
left' —specifically a workers’
government of the PSOE, with
or without the PCE, a govern-
ment ‘without bourgeois
ministers’

The MC, recently strengthen-
ed by the integration of the QIC
(Organisation of Left Com-
Munis{s), sees as its matn aim
building the revelutionary left
itself among ‘the working class
and the people’ (*vote for the left
that fights the right’). The MC s
ﬂtanding in 47 of the 50

prnwnm:a dnd wﬂl get as much

l

TV time as the main parties.

-Perhaps more than any other
party MC will emphasise’ the
struggle for women's liberation.
Free abortion on demand is one
ot the maim points of their
programme. and issue conven-
tiently ignored n Cathelic
Spam by the PSOE. PTE and
ORT. 40 per cent of MCs
candidates are women. . com-
pared to nine per cent of the
PSOFE's and ten per cent ni the
PCE’s,

The MC's electoral
programrme tends to blur over
the limitations of working in
arv parliament, even a more
demaocratic one than the Cﬂﬂﬁ‘h
for revolutionaries. '

However, in their meetings
MC candidates emphasise that
a vote for them is not a vote for
another MP. but a vote to
continue the struggle where it
counts —outside parliament. in
the factories and the ficlds, the
otfices and the estates, whatever
the outcome of the elections,

D{JHE A m."reu 5 ﬂmf Mary Reid.
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This winter low paid provincial
journalists put an end 16 a
myth—z myvth (that had held us
hack in the pay stakes for vears,
We showed that we are
prepared 1o pul our so-called
‘professionalism’ aside and aci
like (rade unionsits.

For the tirst time in the
history of the National Union of
Journalists we had an all out
indefimite strike i support of a

£200 increase and a 35 hour
week, L
The SUpPPROTEL - Was

overwhelming  better than any
of us expected. On the fiest day
95 per cent of the 8600 members
were out. This in a umoen where
for vears any talk ol i strike for
the national claim was met not
hy arguments that 11 was the
wronp strategy but that the
members would not support 11,

And cach year we were fooled

Making the news

by this myth. We tried working
to  rule, selective  strikes.
reglonal strikes. And each year
we g0t a derisory settiement.

l.ast vear for instance we
passed & motion in support of
tree collective hargaining at the
annual conference, put in a
claim for £30 and settled for 10
per cent of the industry’s whge.
bill. Some indication of the
members’ dissatisfaction then
wias the tact that the increase
wis across the board - £7.09 so
that the scandalously fow paid
amiors did not lose out vet
AgZaiIn,

That time was a disaster. The
majority ol members took little
action to win a settlement
locally. But that left the weakest
still in dispute in May to win the
national claim  on their own.
The strongest had  settled
months hefore and were doing
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very nicelv thank vou.

At the Hendon Times and
King and Hutching in West
l.ondon we were picketing in
summer  clothes to win a
national claim that should have
been signed on | January!

Our claim 15 drawn up by a

meeting of chapel delegates at

Digbeth Hall in Birmingham --
in itselt an tHlustration that the
NELT s certatnly among the
most democratic unions in the
country,

At the tirst one of this round
in  September there was a
definite teeling that we couldn™
have "a repeat ot last vear's
fiasco, There was not a murmur
of settling tor the five percent.
Journahsts Charter suppaorters
argued for keeping 1t simple—
£20. a 35 hour week and an end
to indentures. the contract that
keeps traimees bound to the
same management for 314 vears
on exploitative wages.

But the meeting threw in a
few more demands such as
better maternity and paternity
leave, sick pav. longer holidavs
and an independent inguiry.

The claim was subrmitted to
the Newspaper Society, [t wasa
tormality. They would offer tive
per vent and we'd be bhack to
[Yigheth to decide how we were
going to fight it,

There was a feeling that if we
didn’t do it this year we never
would, Fords had already bust
the (Government’s pay
gurielines and provincial jour-
nalists werc in a fighting
mood - with good reason. Low
pay-—a |9-vear-old taking
home £28 a week after com-
pleting a vyear's (raining
course --had forced 1the majori-
tv ot local journahsts to think
like trade unionists instead of
‘protessionals’

The Digheth meeting decided
10 give n-office sanctions an-
other po. to be followed by an
all out strike.

The sanctions started on 20
November. Within a day or so
severai  cveming  papers  had
either been stopped or badly hit,
hut no one was locked out. NS
managements are not renowned
for their tolerance of industrial
action.,

On the group where | work—
North London News—we had
operated sanctions so eftective-
lv that no work was being
produced by NU.I members at
all. We had blacked typewriters
and retused to handle hand-
writeen copy.

Yet our management was
content to let us sit there on full
pay and expenses.

A meeting of the London

T el

Area Council and contact with
other chapels showed similar
experiences - elsewhere, S0
Charter  members  and  sup-
porters looked at the owverall
situation. What were the NS up
to? Why was this notoripusly
hard Organsation
bemg so tolerant?

Noanalysis or detailed tong
term strategy was coming either
from the officials or from the
Provincial  Newpapers  in-
dustrial Council-—a body ot lay
members who deal solelv with
matters atfecting the provincial
Sector.

Could it be that the NS were
verv keen to avoid a strike that
might hit their mghly profitable
pre-Christmas papers? 11 so we
felt that we were being bought
alt by the tempting prospect of
tull pav. But we wanted to win
this claim and imvest in our
future, not grab the money now
and accept defeat later,

The necessity Tor an all out
strike was clinched when one
‘rogue’ management the
Bolron Evenine Newy— sacked
NI members, and the NS
officials were keen to get them
back to work. Again not a
charactenistic we've come to
expect from the NS.

The rank and file in L.ondon
telt that we had totake a lead. [t
wasn't coming {rom Acorn
House. My own chapel voted to
lake unofficial strike action
which was supported by a massy
meeting of LL.ondon Members,

Several other chapels toilow-
ed and many more supported
the lobbies to win support from
members on  the Industnial
Council and our cxecutive,

These lobbics were key to the
calling of the strike, We manag-
ed to convinge many of the
members that what we were
saying was sound.

Some said a strike would be
disaster, the members wouldn’t
come  out, chapels wouldn't
follow their lead before Christ-
mas., we should wait until after.

We argued that a strike NOW
was the only wayv to win, that
the membership would unite
around a clear strategy.

The Industrial Council gave
their backing for a strike call
and then 1t was up the the
executive, It took hours and
those of us already on strike
thought we'd be back on Mon-
day despite a massive lobby of
the CGirosvenor Victoria Hotel
that morning.

But they took the decision.
And 95 per cent of our members
came out. Within a few days it
was 97 per cent, despite the cold
weather, depite the fact that

emplovers
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Christrmas was
away and that the union had
very [ittle money.

Suddenly in every lown in the
country  Journalists  were an
strike. The pessimists had said
there  would  be massive
resistance, but it only came
not surpnsingly  lrom  those
big chapels like Birmimmgham

who had  already negotiated

gond  house agreements  and
higher wages than the rest of us,
Fven 1n those places we were
winning, more N members
were coming oiit. More (han
hall the Press Association were
on stnike and at various imes il
had  been closed  completely
through NGA blacking,

To stop papers we needed
maore print support. The leaders
told members ta work narmally
and not to do anvthing that
wolld undermine our dction.

To them that meant only
dealing with editors” copy. To
us 1t meant not producing scab
papers. But relations between
our members and the printers
are generally not good, despite
the tact that we work tor the
same managements and need to
fight together on any number of
ISSLCS,

We hud 10 picket hard. show
that we meant business and try
to persuade the printers not to
cross. In more places than we
anticipated we were successful.
Our papers in North Tondon
were stopped for the whole
dispute. the giant King and
Hutlchins plant at Uxhridge was
stopped tor the second time 1n g
veAr. we got some support from
SOGAT in lLondon and
another massive plant at Eden-
bridge in Kent was stopped by
relentless pickeling  some
members did 18 hour shilts i
the snow!

[f we learnt one thing 11 was
that we nced to 1mprove
relations with printers. We have
a lot ol battles to fight in the
tuture on pav, new technology.
saving Jobs. On the mcket ling it
comes home to you how strong
could be ifF we  stood
together. and in some places
how far we've got to go before
we achieve that, "

The old craft barriers die
hiard tor a lot of people. But we
also saw that if you persevere
YOU Can win support in the end.
Some printers who had laughed
at us at the start were suppor-
ting us weeks later, |

By Christmas we were still
gowng strong. No sign of the
massive return to work. A New
Year rally ot FoCs (shop
stewards) voted averwheiming-
ly to carrv on. There werg

three  weeks

ahaut ‘no return te work unti
all our members have their jobs
hack’.

Some of us thought that
meant Nottingham where 28
members had come out despite
knowing that they would be
sacked by a mangement- T,
Balley  Forman-who  had
already cleared outl other print
nnions 1o hring  in new
technology.

Police were showing which
side they were on on picket lines
everywhere, members  were
running out of money and
picketing all hours, but they
staved out.

Many managements were
offering to settle while the NS
had got up to offering 11 per
cenl to the Institute of Jour-
nahists scab force. We were
winming! Then the leadership
took 4 disastrous decision. The

NS were refusing to negotiate

while we were on strike. 50 the
NU agreed ta hitt mass pickets
while talks went ahead. There
was  confusion and  many
pickets were calied off. The
members weren't sure whether
the strike was heing run by the
strike committee, the officials
ar the Industnial Council.

Finally the 14.5 per cent ofter
came seven weeks Into the
wirike. The Endustrial Council
was  recommending  rejection
but didn’t really say why. Could
we get more? What was the
strategy for going on? We never
reitlly found out because they
held the ballot a day before the
FoCs' meeting to vote on the
offer. Delegates came along
already mandated. There was
no point n discossing it

It was accepted by a massive
40 votes to 1000 (3000 didn™t
vole),

But what about Nottingham?

There was no guarantee on
victimisation included in the
settlement. The NS would

strongly recommend’ no vie-
timisation. Some chapels raised
Mottingham  at the meeting.
dournalist Charter had lobbied
and produced leaflets. There
was a move to carry on the
strike until the sacked members
were reinstated. but it was the
first a lot of delegates had heard
ahout 1t. Why wasn't it men-
tioned int the strike bulletins?
We lost that quite narrowly in
tuvour of a "local campaign’ to
get their jobs back.

Our members there are still
locked out. We have been
holding repular Saturday
nickets, But we need to close the
place down if we are going to
win, And we must. It is ahout

] a'_pt:n:c:hé?.“ from the platform
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our right to join a union and |
tuke acthion, a principle that we
must win o our acticn s 1o be so
well supported in the future,

Amazingly enough alter we
had  returned  to work  the
negotintors went to the NS (o
1Ty T get some concessions on |
the other parts of our
Iheir noses were put out of joint
when the NS behaved Tike an
emplovers” organssabion. They
saw thatl we were back at work
and refused to give an mch on
amvthing else. What more did
thev expect?

As o result the Industrial
Council s tloating the dea ot
ending negotintions with the !
NS Tournalists Charter will be
campaignimg aeainst this, '5
we built sohdari- l
tv and unity i the WU W |
pushed the NS from e

claumn.

This winter

por

and insulung deal
hut we

cent to 145
for juntors by the way
could have gol maore.
Ve did that by being umited.,
hy putting pressure on the Nd
where  we  were  slrong and
standing  togcether. We don’t
want to lose that unuy but Lo
strengthen it next vear,

Joveenetlisie Charter has
Jearned lessons this vear. We
have to start carlv an cam-
puigning tor i big clam, tor ail
out  strike action and  prnt
support. We  have to bring
together  those  rank-and-tile
members  who o support our

policics to put pressure on the
icadership and to improve on
the union’s democricy.

Most of all we have
stive that o one goes back to
work while onr members are
still sacked.

Loy ke

And there are other impor-
tant chaneges that came about
this year. Now almost every
local journabist Knows what 1t's
like to bhe on a picket hine.
understands police vinlence and
hopetfully will remember ther
expericnees when reporting dis-
puies.

More and more chapels have
anderstood the importance of
the closed shop as an industria
veapon and the need to build
sahdarity with printers.

Bit most important moany
[utire claim an all-out strike s
on the agend: (rom the start as
the best way to mmprove our
witges and condittons.

The mvth that "even o
wiant to po on strike the chapel
down the road certainly won't
has been buried!

Jocny Cirey

Vit

Journalists

State po

Nothing became the Shah's last
priove mimister o much as the
nuinner ol For 38
I  Shahpur  Bakhine
strugeled to become the hen-
Heniry ol the sear-long bloody
conlromtatinon hetween the
Shah's resime and the mass of
workers and poor of the cities,

I that short pernod ot time be
had  moved trom heing the
oumber three in the hiberal
pprosition greup, the Natonal
Front e lebhie-Nedl I8 tothy
ruthless master of the Tmperial
suard.

I his Bist i oowecks i atbiee,

—_ e — S ———

s going.
divs

Bakhtiir had recourse time and
fme again the murderous
thuges of the Shal's guard who
were known as the 'Tmmortils
alter the crack troops of the
ancient Persiin empire.
lgnoring the advice of the
leading generiths ad assunmnng

Liv

fhat most ol the armed torees
would nhey orders
Kakhtiar threw the SITmmaortads’
apainst the mihtants on the
Gtreets with orders to kil
When  the airforee codets,
alter a0 mweeting at o whach
K homeim addressed them,

demonstrated an support ol the

e T

———— 1w

er & the people

Avatollah the "Tmmortals” were
sent Lo crush” them this was
the eveming of Friday February

9 Having heard reports of
summary  executions ot

rehelhous troops elsewhere the
cadets had no chowe  hght or
hoave many ot theirr number
singted out and shot,

So they grabbed what arms
thev could. took to the roots of
the hase buildimes and so began

whai wis to become the 1n-
surrection thiat overthrew
Bakhtiar,

Moving guick v imto support
ol them cime the guernitlas ot the
Fedaveen and Mupithadeen
barricades  were thrown up n
the vicimty of the base which
s i SE Tehrangavery poorand
workig-clkiss arei.

The mised forees ol cadets,
aterillias and tocal people were
able through the night and on
mto the followine dav to hold

it the eviek troops of the
[tnmortals.  This  plus ther
Lonowledee  of the extreme

fraeility of disciptine among the
rest of the troons was enough to
persttade the generals not o
move up dany ather forees (o
assist the Onard.

| he K homcinicamp had kept
a carclullv giarded  silence
throuzhout the tighting so tar,
By the nuddle of the dav on the
Saturday at was clear that the
cenerils would not mabihise. So
K homemi lelt conldent enough
to order his supporters to join m
the hghting.

Bukhour's  last  despawring
order for a 4.30pm curfew
provided the opportunity for
this. By denouncing this action
as illega! Khamemi moved 1o
reassert his leadership over the
insureection. Ino this, later
events hive shown, he was only
partully successtul.

Yet Khomein's calt did lead
10 an escalation ot the hiehting.
to its spreading and to the
sersure ot military and govern-
ment bwldmgs, In the fighting
thousands ot soldiers deserted
their barracks vielding an es-
timated (00,000 modern
weanpons to the nulbitants on the
strocts,

By carlv evening on the
Sundav Fehruary T e was all
over bar the mopping up. When
a4l ahout 6pm in the eveming the
rudie station suddenly began 1o
hroadeast under the newname of
the "V oice of the Revolanon” the

1k

nightmare that had haunted
Carter. Owen. Begin and
Vorster had come true. Thear

‘man tn Fehran® wias hinshed.
RBetore going on 1o look at
CVenEs sinee Lhe Tnsurreetlon s
miportant  to underline  the
stgnmificance of this last vear in
Iran. What the warkers and
poor of that cauntry have done
18 10 bring down one of the most
brital  and  well
tvrants  established
1 POST-WUT

NOLOTLONS,
armud
anyvwhere
neriod.

Al the might ol the im-
peralist world did not save the
Shah agunst the rsing ol his
own exploited and oppressed.
Thit fact has sent shivers down
the spine of 4 host ol dictators
hv  combining  bloody
internal repression with a direct
ink to one ol the major powers
have expected to rule securely,

| 'he messaee of the masses of
Iran s Uit they are oot sale,
that  dwetators nulitary or
civilian can be overthrown, 50
the messaze of Tran s a message
of hope, hape lTor the blacks of
South Atrica. Tor the victims of
Pinochet in Chile, tor the
waorkers under the heel ol the
rulers tn the “socinlist” countries
who sucked up to the Shah
when he wias in powerete .
v sU o carly 1o measury th
extent and scale of such an
impact. One ot the tasks of
revolutionaries the world over
in Lo oser theet ot s as wade and
deep as possihic

To the victors the
spotls?

W hilst the Februaory msurree-
wive the leaders of the
apposition moyvemenl. by then
under  the complete political

the
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Khomeini. 3a

dominaneye ot
victory more complete thanany
that they could have engineered
for themselves 1 snll lelt open
the answer to the question as to
who was 1o shire the spoils,

Looking at Khomeini's
strategy N the  two weeks
preceding  the  downlall ot
Bakhtiar once sces samething
that is « long way short ol a
revolittionary approach to the
question of power, ot control
over the state. The policy was
one of cating away at the basis
ol the old state apparatus by
combiming  the  mass  street
demonstrations with attempts
10 win over former supporters
ol  the Shah members ol
parliament, leading
technoerats, business men and
cven generals,

Mehdl Bazargan, Khomeint's
chosen prime mimister. let it bhe
known in the week preceding
the msurrection that talks were
tuking place with the mulitary at
the highest tevels™

This basic unwillingness to
sweep away the old order has
shown itsell 1o two critical ways.
First. lett to themselves
Khomemnt and ca would not
have mel the onslawght of the
Immortals by an  msurree-
tionary movement. They would
have pulicd hack.

Iran today s free ot Bakhtiar
hecause of the discipline.

decisiveness and experience ot

the Fedaveen and Mujahadeen
guerilla orgamsations, Yet lran
taday 1k under  Khomeini
because neither of these groups
were ahle then to make any
challenge for power—they lack
a4 serious  base among the
workers and urban poor.

The second way. far more
important tor the future. was
demonstrated in the rapidity
with which ithe lorces around

Khomeim sought (o ¢xert con-
trol over the armed mabitants,
aver the remmnants ol the armed
farces by appointing  sermor
otficers from the Shah's davs to
top posts. by the form of the
popular councils that have been

set up cte... Clearly  lor
Khomeimi and the 1M the
T'L""r‘f_'"!“lti[}ﬂ i'-q' (RRRE L"'.'LTF}-'{‘JTIL'

who savs 1t s not 18 a counter-
revolutioniry atheist!

One ol the hirst signs of thimgs
ter come wis the further changoe
ol name of the radio station
bv Mondav Febrnary 1201 had
become the " Voice ol the fsfanii
Revolution™ Tt 1s now almost as
censored as it was under the old
regime. Actions supported by
the secret revolutionary counctl
of Khomeini  are  prased
anvihing else 18 put down as
‘counter-revolutionary’,

The new head of IV and
radiao s o hard  Line anti-
communist  and many  jour-

nalists and workers are Known
to he sullenly opposed 10 the
fnew management. A purge of
lettists in the medie wall no
doubt take place once the new
repime has consobidated tselt,

In the army the policy of the
new regime s eqgually ¢lear 1t°s
head  of  stadl Creneral
Gharehnay was provious]y one
ot the top othicers i mibitary
intelligence. His mugor claim to
political tame was invob ement
in an adempted coup i the eirly
[ Q6.

The leading fipure in this
failed attempt to oust the Shih
wias the notorious sadist Gen
Bakhnar (a distant relation ot
the recent premier) wha was the
first head of SAVAK.

(rharehnay has made clear
his intentions.  Soldiers who
mutimied are being  ordered
hack to harracks--he savs that
despite the fact that about hall

N

of the armed tforces have run off

it will take him only three
months to restore the army,
gendarmerics and  police  to
normal. Commenting on the
Kurdish movement he added
the mulitary will never allow
any part of the countey to
sccede’--what  the  ‘country’
might want doesn’ seem any
more important to this peneral
now than it was when he was
heading the “tribal atfars” dept
of military intelligence!

What about the hinks with the
USs and Rritain. the Shah's
major arms suppliers? Accor-
ding to the general 'lran cannol
do without forcign assistance.
We have many sophasticated
wenpons Tor which we will necd
sparc parts and technieal ad-
vige,”

- .

No doubt many who fought
tor the overthrow of the Shah
hehiesed that they were fighting
Teoend Truts searee resources
haringe vsed tor just such wastetnl
and deadly purposes.

| 'he so-colled revolutionary
worker cotcils” otten do not
contan o simgle worker
already twao leading militanis in
the il fictds have resigned (see

letter  of  resignation printed
seperateiv)  from the  steihe
commitiee  ino protest at the
dictitorial methods of  these
new councils

Instead  of  workers  1hese

comnuttees ared the semtlar anes
el up toorun the ¢ities andd
towns consist of mullihs,
bazanrns and lechnocrats.

A such these Toenl coungils
rellect the national government
of Premier Barargan, This s
clearly A hourgeois
convernment  an alliingee ot the
wealtthy hherats of the JM with
technoceriies acceptable 1o the
religious deaders. Along with
these are wbout fve generals
all ot whom held semor posts
under the Shah,

Fainatlv there s the pressing

lake oul a

Juestion of  the arms. Many
militants. not qjust the leftists.
sec the srms they foughit Tor and
[iradly obtained as the symbul
of their hand-won freedom,

MU this Last vear thes saw thy
Shab™ troaops shoot and kil
thotsands  of  their brothers
aand sisters with these self-ame
weapans  and now  that they
[Lve them o therr own hands
thev're loathe to give them back .
Despate the  ncreasingly
thresitenimg nature of the
appeals drom the  religious
betders Jess than 20 per cent ol
Lhe liberated arms have boeen
siurrendered.

fri order to try to et greater
control the Avatollah and the
new chiet of stalt are recruting
For s Natienal Guard™  that s
those armed and willing 1o take
the orders ol the new regime Lo
b wseed o erush the rest

And lest this should be seen
as the bepinningxs ot g poputar
armiv Creneral Gharahnay has
made it clear that onee, i three
months s he has stated. the

army and  police are Cre-

organsed then i1 wiall he dis-
handed.

SUBSCRIPTION

Soctalists have alwavs becen vhort of cash,
Karl Marx was onlv able to wrnite his master-

-

piecce. Capiral. thanks to the financial support
given him by hig lifelong friend and co-thinker,

I'riedrich Engels.

Engels” income came Irom his job as

Munchester representative of the tamily firem,

Ermen and Engels. He hated “hilthy business” as

he called 1t but stuck to it for over 20 vears in

arder to keep the Marx lamily going.
Marx acknowledge his debt to Engels

when he limished Volume t ol Capiral: "1 was
thanks to you alone that this became possible.
Without vour selt-sacrilice tor me 1 could never

possibly have done the cnormous work {for the

three volumes. I embrace vou. lull of thankst

Now, although we wouldn't dream of

comparing

Sorciafive

Review

with  Marx’s

Capital, we too are short of cash.
Our hopes of tinding our FEngels were
dashed when Frmen and Engels went bust in

February (perhaps the final crisis of capitalismos

really here),

So we will have to make do with vour

subscriptions. All we ask vou s less than six

pounds a year (a lot in Engels™day, but very Hittle

in these intlationary times.) Or else muavhe we

witl end up the same way as Frmen and ngels,




As Lentn wrote in fhe Srate
and Revolution: 'Because socie-
tv s split o antagomsie
classes, selt-arnmng would lead
o an armed clash. A state
arises. o spectil o power s
crealed, speaial bodies of grmed
mer. and every revolution by
destroving the state apparatus.
shows  us the naked  cliass
striigele. shows us how  the
raling cliass streves o restore the
spectal bodies ol armed men
which serve it..”

e could g0 on and on 1o
demaosntrite what s becoming
mcreasingly  ohvious - state
power In Iran bas passed from
the Shah and his proteges and
mter the hands ol a certam
section  of  the lranian
hourgeosie mn alliinee with
leading technocrats who wish to
win their ¢luhb,

And so to these victors go the
spotls. for history has shown
over and over again that whilst
the workers and the poordo the
fichtimg. power passes to those
arganised to take 1L,

Without workers and soldiers
councils and o mass workers
party and white the movement
as i wheole under the demagogic
leadership of Khomeimi and the
IM such an outcome is tor the
time heing nevitable, That s
why the new regime seeks to

stop all talk that the revolution
has onlv just begun. For the
Avotallah and the class he
represents such talk should it
spread s the most dangerous
thing of all.

Todav the new bosses of fran
rule in the name of ‘the Revolu-
tion” and of ‘freedom’ Whilst
they strive (o restore order. re-
start production and disarm the
militanis such slogans serve a
purpose, This will not last for
lang.

The 1.eft.

Having worked- to a large
extent in the shadow ol the
movement  behind  Khomeini
(he left wis able to come to the
tore during the insurrection and
plav a leading role - much tothe
annovance of the religlous and
other leaders who were no
deubt ooking forward to the
rapid sitencing of fran's fledge-
hing left.

One group in particular. the
bedaveen-c-Khalgh  (literally
the People’s Crusaders) who
had heen engaged n armed
struggle against the Shah since
carlv in 1971 proved the valuc ot
arganisation and trainimng at just
sich 4 time,

Since the tHighting the
Fedaveen  have  plaved  the
leading role on the left in

arguing for the continuation of
the struggle, They have rejected
the stiempts to date to ncot-
porate them into the security
apparatus of the new regune

Cutside of the tront of the left
that has emerged around the
Fedaveen lay the Tudeh Pary
fthe CT of lran-sirongly pro-
Muoscow) and the maoists. The
latler although they have neardy
all  switched  to supporting
Althania rather than China are
not of much significance  at
present and are slavishiv sup-
porting the religious  leaders
who they descrihe  as
‘revalutionaries’

The position of the Tudeh
Party is predictable. [oable 1o
match  the Fedaveen o the
fighting and under orders {raom
Maoscow to support Khomemni
they have heen of marzinal
tmpartance  in the  last tew
weeks.

A recent issue 0f their vouth
paner. Avardelr. arpued that
there wils no contradiction
berween “scientific sogralism
and lslam’™ and went on to say
that ax the views ot Khomeini
are similar to - theirs then there
can he no conilict between
them.

The basis for this position s
that Iran s going through its
“democratic and national
revolutionary stage’ so unity s
necessary hetween the workers.
peasants, Intellectuals,  petit-
bourgeoisie and the national
bourgeowsie "against dependent
capitalism’.

The siame article condemns
the ‘ultraleftists’ who oppose
the ‘revolutionary  religious
elements” and ends guoting the
Tudch Party general secretary,
Kianoury, that thev are willing
to work with Khomeint tor a
*very long time to come and that
this is possible is proved by the
‘happiness of the Muslims living
in the socialist countries’ (sic),

Yt oas was clear trom the
100000 strong ralty in Tehran
on 23 PFebruarvy 1t 18 the
Fedayeen who are making the
running on the lefr. Working as
part of i left-front with them are
most  of the other sociahist
groups including the orthodox
trotskyists of the SWP (lran)
and the supporters of Besove
Enghelab  (Towards Revolu-
non).

The siec ol the ratly, s
militancy and the tremendous
feeling of unity amonngst those
present were an important step
torward For the revolutionary
lekt.

MNine demands make up the
plartorm of the left. the mam
ones of these are the dissolution
af the army and its replacement
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by a ‘peoples army’, power to
the workers’ c¢ouncils,
nationalisation of major con-
cerns. land to the fandless and
the ahrogation of all rurail debts
and equality for women and the
nattonal minorities.

So whilst making clear their
recagnition of Khomeini as the
man who has ‘the people’s
respect as a hghter against
Imperialism’ the Fedayeen and
allies are making a great effort
to orgamse for the continuation
of the revolution,

Khomeini's response has
been to label them as ‘non-

» Moslems at war with [slam’ and
when, the day before the rally
they attempted te march on his
HQ and present their demands

- he refused to see them stating °I
will not permit these oppor-
tunists to come to my house™.

As a result this proposed
march was called off tor fear of
a serions ¢lash with the religious
forces.

In fact these events tilustrate
a key problem {aced by the left.
For the Fedayeen have
operated on a guerilla strategy
for several years, all their theory
{an admixture of Che Guevera,
Stalin and He Chi Minh)
prepares them for just this and
little else. Now taking up arms
against the 5Shah, who was
universally detested, s one
thing - pursuing the same
strategy against Khomein: who
has obviously got massive
popular support would be dis-

| astrous.

At present, despite the eu-
rhoria of the past-
insurrectionary period, the left

. faces a daunting political task

t0 WIn mass support amengst
workers and the poor for the
socialist revolution and to butld
a party capable of carrying this
out. Yet here is where the
politics of the Fedayeen are at
their weakest—in the writings

of Bizhan Jazam, the mam
inspiration of this group today,

the party almost
miraculously.

[n his main theoretical work
Jazanl {who was murdered In
prison in 1976) wrote *If and
when the conditions come
about whick help the develop-
ment of the vanguard towards
becoming a party, then the
warking class party wili also
come about’,

In fact the Fedayeen remain a
heawvily student/inteliectual
based group and although in
recent months they will have
picked up some  support
amoungst both workers and
students this is unlikely to
change the organisation it may

appears

actually confirm it In its
traditional direction.

There 15 one immediate and
obvious danger for the framan
revolutionary left—as
Khomeini gets heavier with
those who want to continue the
revolution they may tire of
bemg spurned. of being at-
tacked on the radic and TV
stations that they liberated.

Under such circumstances
and with the memory of the
weekend insurrection still fresh

—

the radio station demanding
that it broadcast a just report on
their  activities—these  will
amount to the same thing in the
eyes of the new regime,

Engels said ‘do not play at
insurrection’, [t is even worse o
act as if insurrection were one'’s
aim and then have to back off.
There 13 nothing Khomeini
would like better than to have
an excuse to crush the left. 1118
up to the left to decide, do they
have the nacessary chass forces

at their disposalto challenge for
state power or not? If they do
not then they must not pretend
that they do-even forthesake of

in their mind they may be
tempted to use their newly
acquired fire power to settle
things. This could lead to either.
an attempted coup by the left or | appearances.

more likely raids on S0 the real danger for the

To all oil workers and those who fight for freedom

After H) days of our heroic strike, during which we have cut oft
all supplies of oil - the livelihood of the reactionary regime and of its
imperialist backers - and by the bloody struggle of the people we
have succeeded in overthrowing the Shah.

Now there are still reactionary clements who want to place
themselves. like those in the past, over us and to become the new
bosses, MPs and ministers. Under the disguise of ‘preventing splits
in the movement’ they have started a new repression, suppressing
any freedom of thought.

As a representative of the oil workers-the heart of our industry —
and as one of the initiators of the strikes in the oil fields | state my
respect and belief in the fundamentally progressive nature of 1slam
and | say that all my life [ have always struggled for freedom-for this
| have suffered torture and imprisonment. Now I am resigning
because | can see that reactionary clements working under the
banner of Islam are consciously suppressing the people’s freedom
and rights.

Some of them in Ahwaz (an industrial city near to the oil fields)
have gone so far as to threaten workers ke myself if we do not
accent their views. And it seems that this 1s going on all over the
country.

A group under Bazargan (Khomeinr's appeinted prime minister)
was sent to us by Khomeini to study the situation in the ol fields.
Linder the influence of the same reactionary religious elements from
Ahwaz this group went beyond studying the situation and tried to
take control over it for their own benefit. There was no link between
this group and the sinking workers-they only tried to take
advantage of our struggle.

It was yvou workers who fought and suftered from sackings,
imprisonment and the burnings of our homes and still we did not
give up because we all felt a responsibility to the whole of the people
of Iran. Myself and other representatives who were responsible for
leading your struggie know better than anvbody that it was vou
vourselves that made the victory - not anybody else.

Now to protest against this new repression [ am resigning. 1
believe we should keep our unity and our revolutionary
consciousness - this is our only guarantee for finat victory, We must
avoid any split from which the enemy can benefit and this means
that we are willing to restore production for domestic use.

We do not accept any dictatorship and will always support those
who fight for {reedam.

Now that anoiher repression has started [ am resigning so as to
warn vou against all those who think that victory has aiready been
achieved. We must remember and understand the nature of
Imperialism which still has everything in its hands. We must
remember what happened in Portugal, Argentina and especially
Chile. Until Imperialism is completely smashed such things can
happen again.

[ am always ready to ight lmperialism and its reactionary allies
in fran.

Mohantmad Jovad Khatemi
L - -~ - e

most important section of the
left Is that its own past willbe a
dead weight on 1t, dragging it
towards a hopcless confronta-
tion with the Khomeini forces.

Hopefully the involvement of
other comrades with  the
Fedaveen will act as a brake on
this tendency and over time they
will accept that there 1sn't &
short cut to socialism, that
socialist revolution 1s the eman-
cipation of the working class by
its own dactions.

(ne encouraging sign is the
report that the Mujahadeen, the
Islamic geurillas, have come out
in support of a programme very
similar to that of the left. This
means that therc are militants
within the [slamic camp who
share some or all of the left
desirc to go on with the struggle.
Every effort should ke made to
ihvalve them and prevent isola-
tion.

If the left in I[ran faces the
danger of being drawn into
futile  militaristic  gestures
against Khomeim so he in tern
faces the threat from a power-
full and reconstituted army.

Like Allende in Chile
Khomein{ seeks to take overthe
state rather than smash it and
although the executions of the
better known hutchers in the
armed forces and forced retire-
ment of many others are
necessury to assuage the bur-
ning anger of the peaple against
them it does not fundamentally
change the army or its loyalties.

Those troops who mutinied
to join the revolution are now
being paid back by being
ardered into the harracks where
they will be once agmin sub-
fected to the discipline of the
same officer corps.

For the workers the return to
work may at first sight seem a
defeat, However without mass
organisations of their own this
s not necessarily the case. On
the streets the workers are
sucked up into the religious
mass movement and subor-
dimated to its  demagogic
leadership. The workers are
brought together 1n the factory
as workers and theretore are
open to an appeal from the left
on a class basis.

In the next few weeks and
months whether or not the
workers' committees survive,
whether soldiers’ committecs
are formed in the barracks will
decide the basic balance of
forces. 1§ the laft can make itself
the advocate of these 1t will be
much harder for Khomemi
to repress them, if net then tor
the immediate future he will
have a free hand, Terry Poveyr
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James Laurilz

The ward served the ruling classes ol 15 or
sy countries, including the nasty Tittde rubing
classex of the Middie Past, We also served
paticnts who got health insurance ax g lax
free perk from their companies: personnel
minagers, crgineers. journalists, and the
ke ¢ The next time vou read about the NHS
in Fhe Guardian remember their reportors
are all privately msured.) And we served
ordinury Bedowm and peasants from the oil
countries. Their governments paid Tor them
tercome. it took the government commuitteds
martths or vears to decide 1o send them, and
hy the time they arrved they were usually
very sich,

This wis no longer than it could take vou
oo et many NHN operations. B eve
operations dre still readilv avadable on the
HS The patients at the cve hospital were
not  nuinly
jnmping the wating hseo fhey were paving
tor the prvilepe of heme aperated on by the
cotsillim s there swho were some of the best
e stegeons 1m o the world,

[E vou're Inghtened ol gomge bhnd acs
reilss e by knos that vou’re perting the
hest that money can buyv! They were also
vty tor the status, Tike travelling st
clits~ or irphines, And thev were paving tor
the privilege o orderning  other people
aroand. Al thore lives they gained seeuriry
by vivime orders. And when they were 1l
thev cot inghtened and needed this securuy
Ford

[he hosptad workers didnt Dike the
private patents, Wedidnt Tike their orders,
there rideness. or thetr whnmng, Amd we
dretn o Dike the way they
a nurse te cone ind change the water
then tlowers, Woe dudn™t hke thorr cliss
PUrvTiese. Woo o weren't ever eomng too gt
private reatment, And we valued the NS
e we o valined onr o work, Prvate practice
st on the

Wohiat™ mores b there wis goine to be
PEVAle prective, we wanted o share of the

v T lor

lewrt Bt the comsitlants cot the Lievn s shiry.
witloa b lett o psver Bor o the anaesihetist,
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paving for the privilege ol

got an
nccisional  tip from the more  decent
consnleants, For the rest of us. nothing,

Nothing but rudeness and tack of con-
sideriation. The themre nurses had  the
consultants  yellmeg  at them  dunng
operations, The rest of us were treated tike
we didn't exist consultants would walk
right past us in the corndor without saying
hello.

And twao ol them kept scheduling long
privite gratt  operations starting at o six
o'claock on a Fridav might, so that all the
theatre porters and nurses lost therr Friday
cverimgs, We kept threatening to walk ot
cover this, hut we never did, Ehie theatre sister
kept trving to do something about this, but
never sueeeeded.

All things considered. we didn't like
privale practice. The unton (NUPLE) tried
blacking the private patients. The manage-
muent didn’t mind: Fsaspect they disliked the
conselrants amost ax much as we did. But
the consultunts themselves were outraged.
They bellowed and rianted with that par-
ticular noisy hloster people put on when
therr maoney s threatened and they know n
Cherr hearts that they are in thewrong. Then
thev went oft imo g hufll to do their
cperations ot o oprvate hospreal,

Fols abf hospitils were imvolved in the
hlackime. The nattenal umon ook up the
matter. They took it to Parliiment and the
whole thing sot lost g morass of white
papuers and oreen papers and promnses that
never seemed to make any dilference. The
hliicking crumbled. .

And the constltants crept back brt by bat,
The aorsing nud techmiea! services at the
priviate hospital weren't as good. The private
hospicl couldn’t adlord some the expensinve
MICFimscapes iamd heams  used wn

Technicians and jumor dogtors

]nﬁcr

miodern eve suraery Andit they wanted to

[ukfiljunnu'dnchu'nrtrthnwﬂﬂ1;Hﬂﬂg_
they actuatly had to pay him,

Muodern msedicme reguires g tremendous
nvestinent in nuichinery and training. Fyen
in i country ke the SA the state ks to

pay for most of this. Private practice has no
econamic alternative but to be parasitic off
the public sector.

5o the consullants had to sneak back. and
the rich got the best that money can buy: the
hest consultants, and the worst care from
evervhady else, That was how it had alwavs
heen. Nurses and cleaners avorded waorking
on the private wards if they could. The staft
iwnored the patients. Porters were kind and
sentle on other wards  on Top Cornidor we
gruft and hostile unless we smelled a tip.

In some hospitals the kitchen staff even
make a point of keeping the private dinners
back until they get cold! Private patients
bought control. What they needed was
caring, which comes fraom the heart, It was
regularly provided free on NHN wards.

And the NHS patients got something
even more priceiess - the support of the
other patients. 11s hard to be in hospital for
an eye operation, Some were going blind.
Some were already blind and hoped for
sight. Fyes are a very personal thing. You
see oul of them, they're close to where you
hive. And nobody clsc really understands
what 1t’s like.

Your family and friends have thewr own
prohlems anywayv. But the other paticnts on
the wurd. they know. Muany of them have
been through it all before, They sit on your
bed. play cards with vou, tell pokes, tetl
stories ahout their operations. They are
guwctly there when you need them,

| think that’s where the patients pot their
extraordinary courage., | saw 1t in people
whose operations had failed. newly blind-
cd, learning 10 walk with their hands out in
front  of them. stumbling in the new
permianent dark, Not complaining. just
(rving. starting out on a ong road. 1 could
sev it walching a patient getting ready tor the
tourth graft operation. when the others had
tailed. knowing that his chances went down
“ich time.

| saw it when 1 came to wheel them off to
the operating theatre. Being brave not to be
ashamed. brave to keep up the spirits of the
others, | remember one paticnt who con-
cealed a fag in his palm where the patients
could see it and the sister eouldnt. The ward
cheered as we wheeled him out. In the
corridor he threw away the fag and vou
could see the naked fear on hix face.

The private patients don't get that, and
thev don't give that. Instead thevy ger a
spectal privilege: privale rooms, Durmg
visiting hours thoir tamilies can come it
they aren’t SO0 mites awav. The rest of the
time they can go blind. Privately, Thev tace
the dark night of their souls., alonc.

I'm sure thats why thev're so rude and
childish when vou conme (o take them 1o the
operating theatre, They've spent thewr hives
trving (o buy happiness by telling other
people what to do. A tat fot of good it does
them when theyv're terrified ot losing ther
window on the world,

L hat's caputalist privilepe tor vou. It gets
vou the best that money can huy in 4 world
where money doesn’t. buy the best. 1he
individuahism ot the bourgosie crumbles
inter the lonehness of the desperate. The best
surgeons i the world care tor vou, and
nobody cares ahout you.
fodve Blak e



A New
Elite

by Nigel Harris

The changes in China since the Tatl of the
'‘tring of Four’ 1 October 1976 seem
dramatic. Consider these scattered items:

Iy Om 23 January 20,000 cases ot Coca
Cola were loaded on trains bound Tor
Canton.  McBDonalds  Hamburgers  an-
nounce contracts to supply Ching, Intercon-
tinenttal Hotels announce they will build 3
chain of 1060 Tive-star hotels in nine major
Chinese cities, ln Paires. PPlerre Curdin
acknowledges that he has heen intited to
show his winter fashion show in Peking. 30
oftictals of the World Bank visit Ching (o
cxplore the prospects for loans,

2} The president of the Chinese Supreme
Court deplares publicly the use of forced
contesstons i the courts and a physical
torture in Chinese prisons. The Peaple’s
[.iheration Army announce the restoration
of marks of military rank; new umnitorms are
being destgned for ranks from marshal to
hentenant (perhaps the secret of Cardin's
visit'?),

China's ex-capitabsts are repaid money
and property sersed dunng the Cultural
Revolution, as well as the accumulated
interest on their former assets. The Peopfes
arfy (29 Oc. 1978) denouces the use of
Mao's *little Red Book™

Most ol the apponcnts ol Mao. so0
violently  reviled  during  the  Cultural
Revolution. have been rehabilitated. This
does not so far cover 1w Shaogt (Liu Shao-
chiii*x and Tin Piao. But even the most
important  pre-1965 opponent of  Muo.
Marshali Peng Dechual {Peng-har). purged
in 195G, has been rehabilitated—as also
Lin's  widow., Wane Gungmel (Wang
Kuang-mei), ex-Mavor of Pcking, Peng
Zhen (Peng Chend, and chiet of stalt [
Tingvi.,  Fven  General Chen Tsai-tao,
[amous lor gaoling Mao's emissaries n
Wuhan in 1967, has resurfaced, now as
commander of the army railway corps.

The changes were preceded by a tairly
substantial purge. lasting from October
1976 to late 1977, Some two thirds of the
provingeial party leaders were changed., not
without some violence {which was called
civil war in 1976), The leadership prge was
accompanicd by the executton or IMprison-
ment of many others, including the three top
leaders of the tormer Red Gruards.

It was not a purge ol the supporters af the
Gang ot Four so much as a general
‘rectiticanion’ campaign on the pretext of
purging the Gang. rcaching out to cover
those whao had not opposed the Gang with
sutficient  vigour. the corrupt, the lazy,
incompetent and criminal, as well as simple
victims of vendettas,

By the time ol the FEleventh Party
Congress (August 1977}, the party was
sufficiently ‘reformed’ to rauty a new
leadership, In the elections of the new
polithuro, hali the 23-man body held senmor
military posts (a repetition of the electionsn
1969 gt the Nmth Congress).

The all-impartant standing commiltee of
the polithuro wdentitied the "‘Gang of Five’
which had defeated that of four: Hua
Guofeng {Hua Kuo-feng), Peng Xioping
(Teng Hsiao-piing)., marshat Ych Chien-
Ying, and the ncwest rising star. Wang
Dangxing (formerly commander of Maoe's



personal military force, the 8341 Division,
the hodv which acuially arrested the Gang
ol Four).

By the following spring, the stage was set
to relaunch the stratepy for rapd n-
dustrialisation before the 3,460 represen-
tatives ot the Fidith Naional People’s
Congress, To the vear 2000, the programme
was laid out, s centreplece, the “Four
Maodernizations' (in agriculture, industry,
sience and technelogy, and delence). The
perspective had onginally hbeen presented tn
1975 by the late Zhou Enlai (Chou En-lai),
but was in any case an claboration of the
perspective of the mid-1930s formulated by
Mo himselt,

The targets are spectacular capital
investment up to 1985 1s to equal the total
investment of the preceding twenty eight
vears. embodied o 120 large projects
(inchuding ten 1rons and steel complexes,
nine non-ferrous metals complexes, eight
coal mines, ten o1 and gas fields, 30 power
stations, six new trunk railways and five
mutor harhours). Steet is, it on target. to
reach 60 million tonnes by 1985 {against 25
miilion tonnes at the moment}).

Hut the new leadership did not asscss its

own historical record and what preceded it
Hua did not attempt for Mao what
Khrushchev did l'or Stalin at the Twentieth
Congress of the Communist Party of the

Soviet nion,

The *Thaw’

Nonetheless. the parallels wath the Soviet
Lintonin the mid-1950s were close. Red Filag
(Feb 1977 called foran improved standard
of living and ‘a more cotourful and varied
cultural fite”, Classical opera reappeared
atterits long savaging at the hands of Mao's
wite, Tiang OQing (Chiang Ching): the
ancient Lo Jui-chi'ng. one of the fallen of
1966, published his memoirs in which he had
the impertinence to say Mao had revered hiy
ancestors,  bowing  te their tomhbs  in
Shaoshan,

There were more tangible benefits in the
ray oancreases ol October 1977, Sentor
workers 1noorganised mdustry {grades two
and threc) were uperaded. oy also were statt
(particularly technicians) and party caders,
covering ahouwt hall the labour foree in
modern industey, However, the value ot the
merease was small (hetween £1.25 and £4.50
per month), and did not atfect the mass of
workers in ‘co-operative enterprises {who
remiined on the work point svstem).

Furthermore, in [heecember 1978, the
overnment announced 20 per cent in-
Ccreises n the prices paid for gram quota
purchascs by the state (and a 50 per cent
merease for purchases above the quotu). and
promised 1o cut the prices of larm equip-
ment. adll ot which would  increase  the
dispasable income of Those cultivators with
the Turgest surplus of marketabte yran,

Puster campalgns bore  witness to g
hbrovider excitement. Odficiatly inspired in
the beginming to press the candidature tor
bzt oltice of particatar mdividoals (norahly
Dengd or denounce others, the intellectuals
hrocdened the strack ennlicbecame a sharp
reannrinsie] o Maa's ride. For some i has
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been *ten vears of fascism’, SixXty six posters
opposite Mao’s mausoleum copied Mao's
judgerment of Stalin to apply it to Mao
himself - 70 per cent right, 30 per cent
Wrong.

Others complained: *We have had a
socialist regime done? People do not have
enough to eat or decent c¢lothes to wear’.
Why were Hua and Dengappointed without
any popular consultation? Mao was a
‘hragging despot’, but the ‘Four Moder-
nizations’ was just as empty a slogan as ‘class
struggle” *verbiage... to bash out ear-
drums’. B L

In December, there was actually a march
along the halt mile between Changan
Avenue and Tien An Men Square; some
three to four thousand demonstrators
demanded ‘democracy and freedom’. Unof-
ficial newspapers appeared, one of them
calling for a commission of enguiry nto
Mao’s record. On the inmiative of a group
from Guizhou {Kweichow) province, a
Peking branch of a new civil nights cam-
paign  was formed—to press for open
government. the ending of the secret police,
a tree choice of work ang the payment. of
unemployment benefits {in January it was
reported a4 woman activist of this group. Fu
Yuch-hua, had been arrested).

What the intelligentsia began. others
quickly took up, There were visitors reports
from Shanghai of worker demonstrations
against low pay with the slogan, ‘Down with
starvation’ (there had been earher reports ot
traaps firing on a workers demonstration)
and of riots in Kansu. On 11 December, the
ending of a national conference on Asie fang
(‘sending down' urban cducated youth to
rural areas) produced a demonstration in
Pcking by a delegation of rusticated vouth
from Yunnan province who c¢laimed that
50,006 of their fellows were on strike in one
district ‘resolutely to oppose the local
jeaders who trample on human nghts and
the respect of intellectual vouth’. On 14
January. some 200 peasants demonstrated
in 1ien An Men sguare *against starvation'.

Work discipline

There was anather side 1o the coin—a
massive  and  sustained  campaign  to
strenghthen work discipline and the cen-
traiized control of the economy. Dengs
recommendation  to the |tth  Party
Congress—"less empty talk and More hard
work'  summed up the aim. At the national
level, thus inchuded the tull rehahihation of
the state planning council, with senior
cconomic planners joining the pohithuro.

The banking system was given the major
roke in exeraising supervision of enterprises
and monitoring performance through tinan-
cial control (the role the banks had played in
the 950%). It was argued that, to establish
accountability, all relationships should be
governed by wnitten contracts (it was not
clear whether this meant also an increise n
the use of contracl labour),

The party central committee wsclt issued
to enterprises rules on management., stan-
diards and accountality to the centre. The
piarty alse held some {forty national con-
ferences (with up to 7000 in attendance)

on key industrial and economic questions in
1978 to mobilise cadres and officials. One of
the proposals made to cut through the
Jjungle of existing bureaucracy was to create
specialised trusts astrial hlazers. Inali cases,
profits must be made, and ‘self-reliance’
ended hy increased interdependent
speciahsation,

Hu Chiao-mu, the new president of the

new academy of social science and one of the
mspirations of the new policies, publicly
enumerated the basis for the new policies.
If. he said. the incrcase in worker produc-
tivity had heen kept up ta the 1950s rate (8.7
per cent per year), output per workers by
now would be three times higher than it was.
To make up the ‘loss’. everything must be
done to raise productivity:
“Each enterprise and euach of tts workers
MUST never waste even a minute, otherwise
the enterprise or individual will be held
responsihble and charged tfor the loss”™,

A svstem of legal punishments, ad-
ministered by proper economic courts {as
existed in the [950s). should be set up with
powers to dock wages, sack workers and
managers. starve enterprises of raw
materials or, if necessary, allow them to go
bankrupt.

Who else but the capitalists know how to
operate  such a system”? China’s ex-
capitalists are to he bribed to come back and
work for the regime, and all China must
tearn from the foreign capitalists:
“Methods of gconomic management in
capitalist countries contain factors worth
our study because the bourgeoisie of hig
companies... consciously do things accor-
dingto ohjective economic law, and in doing
such work over a long period. they have
accumulated quite a fund of experience and
become proficient in applying these laws™.

[t was a thought lovally cchoed by Deng
-on his visit to Tokvo: ‘We must absorb
advanced technology and efficient forms of
management {from the outside world if we
are to propel the nation forward’.

The national conferences spelt out the
detail. They also brought senior military
officers nta the role of supervising key
national industries. Take for example, th
ratlwavs. After years of sporadic confhet, in
January 1977 Hua ordered military
engincers to take over the key junction at
Chengechow.

The {ollowing national railwavs con-
terence was addressed by Defence Minister
Marshal Yeh who proposed that the
ratlways must be made 1nto *a mighty semi-
military industrial force'. Later. the army
ratllwavs corps under its new commander
ook over an extensive supervisory role of
A jOT Junctions,

It this complex of policies had been
implemented as formulated. it would have
constituted a massive speed-up in industry,
But the regime has probably moved much
more slowly that the propaganda implies
since, they cannot be sure there will not he
serious apposition in the factoreis.

The newspapers alr topics formerly
prohibited - tar example. ‘“socralist
emulation” - without this necessarily means-
ing the full rigours of  stalinist
Stakhanovism have been introduced. In
November 1977, a Peking conlerence agreed



on the need for productivity honuses and
skill premia—they were called, not the
wicked ‘matenal incentives’, but ‘material
CRNCOUrAREMEnts .

But tn practice, the government has been

very cautious. A Peking Review (July [978)
account of productivity bonuses in Peking
alurminium factory shows that the bonuses
are awarded to teams. not individual
workers, cover 86 per cent of the workforce.
and are worth only £1.50 per worker per
menth. Yet sttll the writer found it necessary
tao guard himself against accusations:
“If a worker worked hard and got a first
class bonus every month for ten vears, he
would have Yuan 720 {about £180, NH).
Could he possibly become a capitalist with
that?”,

For school and university students. the
tightening of discipline has been much maore
radicul. Manual labour is being phased out:
students drc to be obliged ta study. In
October 1977, Hua announced the restora-
tion of national examinations to enter
higher education (after ten vears without
them). a general raising of standards, and an
amendment of the rule that school students
must spend at least one to two years in
manual tabour it agriculture or industry.

Hua stressed that the country needed
competent ¢xperts and urgently. Because of
the cumulative backlog ot candidates, there
was frantic pressure on applicants to enter
higher education. Some reports said there
were ten million candidates for 200,000
places {in Hellungkiang province, there was
said to be one million applicants for 8,000
places).

The reasons

On the surface, some of the changes
appear dramatic. But that so many things
could be changed so swittly indicates the
shallow penetration of the mass of the
population hy the ethics of the cultural
revolution. In fact, the policies now
reaching fruition were, in many respects,
first begun in 1969 with, we can presume,
the tull support if not the inspiration of Mao
Ledong,

In 1969, Maco finally succeeded in
switching off the Cultural Revolution partly
in order to preparc China’s long-term
respanse to the armed clash with the Soviet
I/nion on the norhtern border. The conflict
had  quickly exposed the country's
vulncrability to attack from the north.
China’s armed forees were. under the impact
of the cultural revolution, in disarray,
poorly cquipped and poorly trained.

Much romantic talk of ‘People’s War’
could not hide the fact that the bare treeless
plains of north China were ideal terrain fora
tank invasion and provided no.cover for
guerillas. The wvice minister of defence,
General Yu, summedup the lesson recently:
‘rifles. machine guns, grenades and ex-
plosive packs can no longer deal with an
enemy's attuck. There must be anti-tank
artillery and puided missiles”. However, the
implications do not stop there.

It was Fngels who_in 1892, spelt out the
economic imphications ol what was then
modern armaments:

warfare became a
hbranch of the *grande industries' {iron clad

“From the moment
ships, rifled artillery. gquickfiring and
repeating cannons, steel covered bullets.
rifled artillery, guickfiring and repeaning
cannons. steel covered bullets. smokeless
powder etc.). “la grande industn®, without
which all these things cannot be make,
hecame a political necessity. All these things
cannot he had without a highly developed
metal manufacture. And that manuiacture
cannot be had without a corresponding
development n  all
manutaciure, especially textiles.”

In terms of contemporary weaponry.
Engels’ ohsevation nceds a  powerful

other hranches ol

qualification. The technology of arms 1y
determined by the rivalry between the two
leading military powers, the United States
and the Soviet Unton. This estahhshes the
standard towards which all other powers try
to approximale insolar as thevendeavour to
cnsure their own survival. But such a
technodogy cannol In essentials to ensure
their won survival., But such a technology
cantiot th essentials be home grown without
the cadre of techmcally compeltent backing
present in the two leading powers.

The cguipment must  theretore  he
imported  and paid  for ulumateiy by
exports. Thus the drive 10 rearmanient nol
onlv transtorms the modern economy ot »



hackward country  in the interests ol
supporting  the  mohitary (as Ingels
acknowledees). it also more powertuliy than

cver  bhetore  subordimates the national
ceomomy  to the mechanisms of world
capitalism,

In China. the change of direction
signalled by 1969 threatened the position ot
those who had risen in the Cultural
Revolutton on a totally dilierent set of
slogans, The central leadership of 1969 was
packed with the mihtary. ousting these
newcomers, [n 1971, we can presume, Lin
Piao's opposition to the new direction led to
his destruction, Bul Mao did aot abandon
his  cultural  revolutionaries in o the
leadershin, lor he necded thermin the power
pliv to balimee ngainst the establishment of
party and army,

His support permitied the "Gang of Four”
Lo win ncreased positions n the central
leodership in 1973 But they could not
prevent Zhou Eniai making public the
programme of ‘Four Modernizations’ in
P75, nor the massive eXpansion in imports,
particularly techmeally advanced captal
equipment. in the same vear fin fact. the
1975 vilue ot imports was hrgher than that
of imports in 19781 However il not able to
intluence policy seriousty, the Gang could
aftect the mndividuals concerned. In early
1976, they succeeded in gaming the removal
ol Zhon's chosen heir, Deng Xigoping. only
then to be completely demaolished following
the death of thewr protector. Mao.

| he task the new leadership has seCitselt s
vigantic. Recent CLA extimaltes suggest the
Chinese sirmed torces are 15-20 vears behind
the Soviet Union. The 16 Russian divisions
that faced China in 1966 have grown now to
4. and hive heen steadily re-equipped with
vitstly improved wedponry, For €n vears,
the Chinese armed torees stood still, <o that
the techmesl cap has widened.,

The ssues myvolved could not even be

publicly acknowledged up to late 1976,
Sce then, the mamn Chinese press has tost

no opportunity to press the ase for milary
modernization. Simultaneously, the size of
China’s total torces has been expanded to
395 mullion men and women {with 400.0010)
in the air force and 300004 n the navv).

Bur manpower does not overcome the
equipment problem. For example. the ar
torce s very large, but its main bomber s the
slow  and elderlv Russian T 16, The
Chinese government clinched a deal with
Raolls Rovee in 1975 to build a Spey engine
plant in China, but this s sull far from
complietion because of the shortage of
skilled labour and technicians (a scarcity
made extreme by the impact of the Cultural
Revolution on higher education).

Similar  problems  arise with  nuclear
wed pons. 22 tests have heen held, but China
s st weak 1n svstems to deliver the
weapons. So tur, there has been notestofan
intercontinental bhallistic missile with an
XK nule range. although 1t 1y said that
there are forty 1.750 mile range missiles in
concrete silos along the northern border.
However. cven with these. they are stll
liquid Tuelled {as opposed (o sohd fuelled)
and therefore take some 36 hours to faunch,

Thus, the "“Four Modernizations™ can all
he seen as relating to the central drve to
rearm. Indeed. that theme was exphiol in
many ol the national conterences held lasi
vear. For example, it was defence minister
Yeh who addressed  the national steel
conference. He argued that steel was the key
link in basic industries which n turn were
decisive for delence,

Furthermore, “we wall not have cnough

maodern arms and eguipment, means ol

reconnalssance and highly developed com-
munications and command svstems without
steel”. Steel was a defence industry, and it

was therctore extremely urgenl to ‘race
aganst time’ i expanding and improving
Yieel output. A similar preoccupation has
led Hua to stress (he need to cateh up in
nuclear, computer and space technology
And the educanonal svstem must be slotted
into it complementaory role.

Stmultanousiyv, foreign pobey must he
relashioned to eive Ching access to the arms
exparts of the advanced capitalist countires.,
The two changes of 1978 the treaty waith
Japan and the wvirtual abandenment of
claims  on Taiwan  to secure US
recognition -conlorm to this aim. A stream
ol Chinese military huving teams has been
scorrring the advanced capitalist world-—tfor
example, 1978 saw three missions 1o Tialy,
shopping lor helicopters. missile guidance
SYSLCIMS, cannons. anti-aireralt and anti-
missile guns tor warships cte: delegations to

West Germnav ordered 200 helicopters.,
Inspected leopard tanks and rockets. and
arranged tor a high level German missian to
Peking.. led by tormer Chiel of the NATo
Central burope eroup, Adoll, Count von
Ketlmansegy,

Four delegations to Brituin have tinally
chinched the sale of Hawker Siddetev
Hirrier  vertical  take ofi fighters:  the
Chinese hint they might eltimately want 304
ot these, but the British have been holding
out for a gant deal mvolving a packagpe of
capital and consumer goods,

Yer  another  delegation  aroved
Australia  to discuss  the  purchase  of
uranmm g somewhat conlusing visit for
the Tocal maoists who have been aciive inthe
Australian labour movement campaign to
secure the banning ot all uramum exports
from Australia,

Toancrease the degree of selt-retiance of
the deivnee clfort as well as lower s impon
costn the future regires sustained expan-
ston i the cutput of the modern cconomy ol




China  which i turn requires a comparade
increase in agricultural output to suppart
industry. In hoth cases. iImporhmg equip-
ment is the only real method available to do
this at the speed required.

50 what has happened 1n armaments 18
repeated in all key sectors of the economy,
Mast major multinational companies and
most mare advanced capttalist countnes
have been mvited to-tender for, in some
cases.  contracts of  considerable
value. producing a wave of heady delirium
among the capitalists: "Any nation of 930
milhian’, one merchant banker recently said,
‘growing at a rate of [¥ million a vear. is a
tremendous challenge’. Ne wonder—the
estirnauted value of contracts currently under
discussion 1s: KO tmllion US dollars lor
Japan; 25 hillion dollars for West Germany:
20 bihon dollars for France; 30 billion
dollars for Britain: and that leaves out of
account the Linited States.

How s it to be paid for ? Chincse financial
reserves are adequate tor normal trade but
not encermous. 45 was shown in the balance
of payments crisis China experienced in
1974 (in both early and late 1967, China
found 1t necessary tosella total ot about 100
tonncs of gold on the LLondon gold market).

The country’s exports do not show great
promise, About 40 per cent are agricultural
goods. the type produced by many other
hackward countries , and the rest are mainly
raw materils. Ol reserves are about 40
kllion barrels, and production could reach
2.7 million barrels per day by 1980, Butif the
domestic economy expands, consumption
at home will take the major part of this
production—Ileaving between 2 and 6(H).(HH)
barrels per dav for cxport. Even that level
makes necessary considerable expansion in
imported equipment—pipes of a stecl not
made in China. refinery, dock loading and
tanker equipment.

Furthermore, 1ndigenous resources of
iron ore seem to be limited. so that
expansion  of steel production requires
increased 1mport of ore—reflected in long
term agreements signed recently to import
aore from Australia and steel from Brazit,
India, Japan.

it the Chinese pgovernment seeks to
upgrade its exports, it similarly 5 obliged to
consult foreign capital. So far the People’s
Republic has signed at least forty contracts
with foreign companies for them to
manufacture 1n China. For example, Host
Pajamas of New York, incollaboratien with
Itoman of Japan, have contracted tosetupa
Shanghai plant to produce nightmare tor
the US market. Japanese and Hong Kong
firms have been contracting ta ¢create other
plants in electronics (television sets,
calculators)y and textiles.

In one of the Hong Kong deals the
Chinese governemnt promised for pay 70
per cent ol the import of any equipment
required, to permit the remission of profits.
i full n hard currency abroad, and
guaranteed a muinimum profit rate of 20 per
cent per vear. H T Vong. leader of the
delegation, told the Hong Kong press: ‘The
terms of the deal are very attractive. The
land for the new plant will cost almost
nothing, and overheads and labour costs

will be very low’,

In some ot the deals. the government has
hbeen willing to accept a loreign ownership ot
49 per cent of the capitat.. and in some. to
consider a majority holding.

Fxports will take time 1o be upgraded.
Tourism might generate carnings rapidly,
Ax a result the government s pressing hard
to expand toreign tounism, Thisexplains the
starthng innovations ot interconlinetal
hotels. Coca Cola  and  MeDonalds
hamburgers, and the major ettorts made to
improve domestic passenger rallwiays and
A1l SCrvices.

However, none ol these ctforts will
quickly coaver the debts  Peking now
propases to acquire. Only borrowing from
international  banks and  forcign
governments witl do that. Onginally. the
Bank of America cvtimated China would
need aboul 40 Lo 45 hillior dollars in loans
over the next five vedrs. bul on current
disctissions, the igore has been pushed up to
¥ hillion dollars.

For that. Chinas domestic ¢conomy
nceds to be at feast scrulimized by the main
infernational linancial agencies —the World
Bank and the international Monctary
Fund. In five or ten vears time. if he
government finds  difficulty  Monetary
Fund. In live or ten years time. if he
government finds ditficulty 1in servicing its
cumulative debts, scrutiny may change to
supervision. However, for the moment, all
that 15 faraway.

The main international banks. despon-
dent at the collapse of thetractvities i Iran.,
are talling over themselves to gain access Lo

China. and heing hacked heavilv in credit

terms by foreign governments. [n the
auction, terms arc being wade progressively
casier—US anks arc currently bitter in their
complaints that Japanese and French banks
are charging only 6 to 6% per cent on their
loans to China, when the agreed rate for
backward countries 1s 714 to 714 per cent.

Two questions anse. How lar will the
Chinese ruling class succeedin its current
strategy, and what wll be 1ts effects on
China? ‘The Achilles heel of China s
agriculture. Hu Chigo-mu recently con-

fwrmed what had long been known unot-

hiciallyv: the grain ration s no higher today
than in 1955, Despite two good years in the
19705, -grain outpul has increased at an
annual rate of about 2 per cent, and possibly
helow one per ¢ent since 1974, 4 rate below
that of the increase in population.

No wonder some of the slogans in Then
An Men Square included,  “1Yown with
starvation’..  Spectacular  targets 4
milhon tonnes of grain by 1985 (the official
figure for 1978 was 295 million tonnes), or
an annual rate of increase of nearly five per
cent per year will not wish awayv the
central problem. At the moment, scarcity
cna only be kept at bay by massive imports
of, 1 particular, Australian wheat {China
has yust contracted for ten mitlion tonnes
per vear for the next threee yvears. a lurther
burden on the halance of pavments).

To expand phvsical output. most ruling
classes concentrate on hrihing the richer
farmers. Perhaps the Chinese government
will do the same. cncouraging the re-

cmergence ot a rich peasaniry on the
countrvside. In such circumstances. perhaps
ousput could be expanded rapidly. although
not at the spectacular rate proposed. |

H agriculture could be excluded. it i
possihle spme of the ecqually spectacular
industrial  targets could be  reached -
provided the burden of foreign debt did not
ultimately wreck the process,

Such observations are tairly academic
without constdering the likely changes n
Chinese societv. The new leadership has
appiarenily and with gas to embraced world
capitalism. They give ali the impression of
having bheen released from prison. Forcign
capital, the full disciplines of the world
market and the domestic drive for ar- .
maments, will speedily exhibit and enhance
the existing class structure - -whether this
concerns the overt appearance of the nich
peasantry on the countryside and in the
party. the creation of an isolated but
paivileged high-productivity stratum of the
libour {orce. or the conspicuous consumpA
tion of bureaucrats (the bar in the Intercon~
tinenta]l mav officially be there for toreign.
tourists. but it will be the district party
secretary who will tis most frequent inmate).

For the moment. pecople arc perhaps so
refieved to shed the baletul oppression of the
Gang of Four. to have the prospect of
carning a httle more o keep body and soul
together, and to rencw some contact with
the world ouwtside after the vears of the
ghetto, that they wiil absorb the changes
with some tolerance, But the residue of
maoist ¢thics --the demand tor equality 13
not washed away by torcign capital, and can
Al any time ceonnect with the manifest
injustice and inequality of Chinese society.

That connection will he enhanced by
canfhict within the party. World capitalism
will colonize o section ol the party, will
corrall 1t as ity own domestic instrument,
threatenming the lcadership with a loss of
control. This may make neccssary--on the
assumption that the Polithureau retains
some control  another *left turn’. a purge to
retain the central perspective of the state,

However, the experience of the cultural
revolution  shows how  dangerous  left-

sounding purpes can be. how easily in

China's fragile state they ipnite real class
contlict. The experience ol the past 13 years
must have made masses of people in-
creasingly  cvnical, increasingly unincor-
porated 1o what must appear as the obscure
deological  fantasies  of  the  central
leadership,  Furthermore,  the  cultural
revolution taught manv people something
of armed warlare.,

All these tactors might suggest that, while
there may be tolerance now. it need not last
very long, The apening up of China to the
rest of the world will show also that the
rarrow conditions of lite in China are not
somc neceessary condition of existence but
only the imperatives of the Chinese ruling
order and its dedication. nol to the welfare
of all. but to its battle with the Russian
ruling class.

»  Fhe wortd poess hay orecendl chanired s
metfod of transliteravion for Chinese irmes,
from the farmrer wade svsrent ro g vine in the

ahsenice of a glassarr § have wsed both svsterm
frere— Pin Yinwhere  (with wacle in hrackety om

First mentioon ), wede where ot



TIME WAS..."

tracks down

Message Irt
the lost militancy of

the Broad Left in

Time was, and 1t's only a few vears ago. that
cvervhody looked at what the miners were
doing hetore they jumped 1n themselves. 1f
the miners were f[ighting, or looked like
fighting. then milllons of other workers
gained in confidence,

This vear the press has turned its venom
on the lorrv-drivers, train-drivers, hospital
workers, grave-diggers - almost evervbody
It sometimes appears. cxcept, so far. the
miners. At the tme of writing the miners’
wage-claim is progressing at a snail’s pace
and all the signs are that it may well continue
fo dli s0.

The National Unmion of Mineworkers
must he the only umion in the country that
has actually reduced 1ts target for wage
levels over the past three vears. A couple of
vears aun the tarpet was 138 for the basic
wee kv wage of a coal-face worker. Last Julv
the WM Canterence lowered its sights and
agreed to pursue a claim for 110 a week for
tacc-workers. 'This more modest figure still
represents an increase of 40 per cent above
Lhe current basie wiage rate.

The night wing were prepared to go along
with the high tipures at previous conferences
hecause they were conlident ol beingable to
pobice the government’™s wage limits. By the
autumn ot 1977 however, they teared that
they conld no langer hold the growing
[rustrations ot the membership in check.
Thev had to come up with some cash. and
hence therr determmngtion to push through
the productivity deals,

Intidly they were rebutled. In Octaber
177 national batlot rejected productivity
deals by g convinaimg mgjonty ot aver
200000 VT he rank and hle certainly wanted
more cash, but withour the strings of a
productivity deal. Withio two  months,
howerer.  the  national  teadership had
overturned the ballot result and given Lhe
vo-phead lor individaal areas to negotiate
ther deals  within o national
frumework. In the carly months ot 1978 the
apposition crumbled  as area after area
setthed Tov a deal. Without the alternative ol

LA

1ostright anerease without any strings Re-

nttjurity of miners apted reluctantly tor the
nromised productiviey bonuses,
When the nehi-wing controlled national
cnverturned the ballot resull n
1977 the strong  broad-left

CACCTET TV
1 decemboer

leitdershin controlling Yoarkshire, South'~

the miners’
leadership

Wales. Scotland. North Derbvshire and
Kent was paralysed—as a few of them are
now prepared to admit, They simply didn’t
seem to know what to do about 1it. They
thought they had won. only to have the
victory snatched from their hands,

There can be no doubtl whatsoever that, at
the time the hallot result was overturned, a
majority of NUM branches and lodges were
still apposed to the deals. [f the broad-left
leaders hke Arthur Scargill. Michae!
Mc(iahey and Emlyn Williams had organis-
ed those hranches and lodges into collective
and active opposition then they could have
regained the initiative and pulled the carpet
[rom under the feet of Joe Gormley and
COmpany.

Other key arcas like Nottinghamshire
were cvenly divided at the time. It they had
heen offered a lead halt the pits in Not-
tingharshre would have responded thereby
cmasculating len Clarke, the arch-right
wing Notts Arca President. Instead 110 was
Joo Whelan, a Communist Party Notts
NUM officia] who was made to look a
hypocrite and a fool. At the same time as an
article written by him in opposttion Lo the
deals in the Yorkshire Miner was appearing
he was to be found voting 1 favour of the
prod deals at the December meeting ol the
National Executive Committee.

So why didn't it happen” The answers are
not just academtc, They point directly at the
political and tactical weaknesses of the
broad ieft. which arc relevant to the fight for
this vear™s wage clainm,

Talks did take place between some of the
hroad left leaders about the possibility of
some kind of sction agaimst the prod deals
hetraval but thev foundered, fargely due to
the unwillingness of most of them to rock
the boat too much,

Durimg two vears ol government wage
controls  thev had ritualistically  gone
through the arguments against the socual
contract. but had done nothing to en-
courage the rank and fle to stand up and
fight.

I'he broad left has consistently fought
for and often won policies at annual
NUM Conterences. and has then sat back,

done nothing and protested indignantly

when the right wing have torn up those
policies and thrown the pieces back in their
taces. Not ance have they given the rank and

file anv encouragement to take action
themselves.

l.ast vear when the Yorkshire rescue
hrigadesmen struck against their unfair
prod honuses, low pay rates and long hours
hall the coalfield was out insupport of them
after just two days. A hurriedly convened
Yorkshire NUM Council meeting condemn-
ed the action and 1t was Arthur Scargll
himself who persuaded the rescue men to
call oft their action,

The -tratred and contempt  for Joe
Gormley that is felt among the rank and file
in areas like Yorkshire and Scotland has to
be seen to be helieved. Twice in the past year
he has been invited hy NUM members on
dav-release industnal relations courses in
Yarkshire to come and spcak at meetings
organised hy them. Twicc he hay accepted
and then cried off at the last minute.

The position of a trade union leader who
dares not (ace his own members 1s not ong to

~be envied: and. thick-skinned though he

may be. there.1s little doubt that Gormley
wants out. The rumour that 1t 15 only
pressure from the government that stops
hirmn from retiring s almost certamnly at least
partially true.

The tuture of l.awrence Daly, once the
hluc-cved hoy of the broad left. 15 also 1n
some doubt, His health 15 not good and a
henvy gquestion mark hangs over how much
longer he can continue as NUM general
secretary.

A lat of manouevring and gentle back-
stahhing Is going on among the broad keft to
secure the nominations for succession (o
Gormlev's and Daly's positions, tor it 15 no
secrel that the right wing are very short of
credible candidates with sufficient support
to guarantee victory.

Consequenty there is oa preat deal of
rhetaric {from the hroad-lett tigurcheads -
backed up by very httle action. No-one



Johin Sturrock {Report)

canstitutional

seems anxious to spoil his chances by
making a move which might possibly result
in failure and electoral unpopulanty.

[n the great unofficial strikes of 1969 and
1970} and in the national official strike of
1972 the broad left in most areas prm=1ded
the kev organisation, partieularty
Yorkshire. The result was the rapid rise to
power of Arthur Scargill and Owen
Briscoe as president and aecrt‘:tar}, of the
targest NUM Area.-

Since 1972, however, the Emphﬂah has
swung well away from any rank-and-hle
action and mmnlw:mem towards - playing
things bv the bogk and abldlng‘ h}f the
niceties. Before his rise to
official power Scargill had mltlared the
‘Miners Fomm’, a qfenuurank and file group

Jin Yorkshire that met negul:a«rl'l.r to hear lett-

wing speakers and discusspolicy and tacties.
The Miners Forummow appedr-a to he well
dead and buned, | -

The trouble with thﬁ f.]nie into reﬁam:f: on
the official changels-is’that it plays into the
hands ol the right wing. People like Joe
Gormley arc old hands at Swearing

- allegiance to the constitution and then

hrazeniy bending it er (earing it up in order
to suit their purpose.: The only power that
the left can call onisthat ofthe rank and tile,
When they move then zll the right-wing
otficials arc torced (o take 4 back scat.

But it is this crucial power that the broad
left has chosen to ignore 1n practical terms
over the fast five vears or so. In ignoring it
they have also. unwittingly perhaps, heiped
to disorgamse it.

In December 1978 the instinct of many
militants i Yorkshire was to take action
against the betraval. But they allowed their
healthy instinct 10 be over-ruled by their
intellectual dependence on their leaders.
Thev looked towards Arthur Scargill for a
lead. None was offered.

The broad left has returned to i1s pre-
19705 role of being hittle mote than an
electioneering and conterence-mongering
machine. By doing so 1t has trampled on the
hopes of the rank and Iile and has spread
conlusion even among many of 18 sup-
porters. ast vesfr there was an clection in
Yorkshire for the area vice-presidency.
There were over 10 candidates. over hall of
whom were from the broad left. Some of
them stood because they didn’t approve of
the ‘official’ broad lelt candidate Peter Tait,
whose record aver the past few vears has
been appalling. But most of them stood
because they wanted to get one rung higher
in the unon bitreaucracy.

En the event Peter Tait, who appeared to
have the support of Arthur Scargibl, lost and
Jack Tavlor. another member of the broad
left camp. waon. Tait has sinee resigned from
the Communist Party in order to facilitate
his clection as sceretary of the Miners
Internanional Federation.

None ol these anccdotes” are told in a
spirit of malice or sectarianism’. Fhe point
to them 1x that they serve to lustrate one ot
the mainr-reasons lor the current ascendancy
of the nght-wing tin the NUM and the
apparent lack of confidence among the
mermbership to stand up and tight.

John Sturrock {Repaort)

The effect of the productivity deals has
heen just as was predicted by the left. The
death rate has soarcd and there are huge
gaps hetween pits where men earn £30 4
week or more bonus and pus where thevare
lucky to get £2 or £3,

Incvitably there will be a reluctance
among men carning high honuscs o strike
for an increase in the basic wage. But it
doesn’t necessarily mean thatl the'men i the
low honus pits are united. The deals can
have 1 much more insidious effect,

Take the example of a pitfin Yorkshire
where the bonuses at the moment are Just a
few pounds a week The faceworkers are
paid the same bonuses no matter which face

they work on. Two of the three faces,
according 1o the management, are con-

inbuting up ta 9 per cent of the bonus
earnings. Instead of fighting the manage-
ment the men arc squabbling amongst
themsehves, with two taces blaming the third
for pulling their bonuses down.

One can. of course, give examples of other
pits  where those  divisions are being
successiutly overcome, but the point 8 that
il is a4 constant struggle to malntain that
clementary unity which before the introduc-
tion of the deals was taken largely for
granted.

Another important element of division is
to be found m the claim tsell, Lase Julyv's
Conference  instructed  the executive to
stthmit a claim for o basie wage ot U110 o
week for facewaorkers with apprapriate rales
tor nther grades.

When the claiim was fimally tabled at the
end of Navember it included the demand tor
110 a week of faceworkers  a rise of 40
pereent  but wasked for just 20 per cent for
surface workers, to bring themn up to £66 4
week, The officials seek to qustity this by
talking about the need 10 " maintam differen-
tinds’. but what the claim actually docs s
seek to almost double the diflerential from
E23.50 to £44,

Many  surface  workers  are  cx-

undergronnd men who have had to seck
wark on the pit top due to discase or

accidents. Their long-standing gricvance 15
that the mining industry must be virtually
uniyue in that as vou get older you can anly
expect vour wages to get lower. So many of
the older men are rewarded for their services
not just by having thew bhodies mutilated
and diseased but also by having their wages
cut!

The NUM  leaders scek to cover
themselves by including in the claim a
demand for ‘provisions to  protect the

earnings ol men down-graded because ol
mjury. iblness or old-age’. But most surlace
workers regard this with cynicism as heing
just a picce of window dressing that wiil be
dropped as soon as serious negotiations
hegin, They see the terms of the claim as
heing deliberately designed to introduce the
possihility of ‘special case” pleading fortagce-
workers at the expense of the surtace men

The claim also includes the demand tora
30 hour week, which was recommended by
the Sankey Commission as long ago as 1919,
and for the scttlement to last for Just eight
months until November |- This wouid mean
a return to the traditional date abandoned
hy the Wilherforce settiement of the 1972
strike.

The NUM leaders waited until the end of
January for a reply to the claim and were
aHere the insult of 314 per cent. Nothing has
heen done up to the end of January to put
any pressure whatsocver on the Coal Board
and the government. At the time of writing 1t
appears that the NUM leadership. the Coal
Board and Evergy Sceretary Tony Benn
want to try to keep the ‘negotiations’ going
for as long as possible mn the hope of riding
out the storm of the low-paid strikes and
allowing thce worst effects of the winter
weather to pass by, As spring approaches
and the seasonal demand for coal and
electricity declines then any aces that might
be in the miners” hands arc thrown away one
by onc.

The Coal Board arc moanimg that there
sn't cnough money in the kitty and it
appears likely that the governmernt will try
too impose cash limits in order to keep the
finul settlement ax low as possihie.

We are probahly gomg to withess a long
drawn-out charade of the Coal Board
pretending to unite with the NUM in
hepsing the government for more cash aid to
the mdustry.

With the approach of the general election
none bul the most principled members of
the broad lett in the NUM will have the
stommach for a confrontation with  the
| .ahour government. The NUM. more than
almost any other union, still maimtains very
strong links  with the fabour Parry
branch commitier lesel. The vital
ingredients of political independenee trom a
ecovernment that s pursuing blatangly Tory
policies coupled with a genuine desire Lo see
the rank and hle take control of Ker own
desting zire naticeably absent in the VUM
hroad lelt.

With the very real threat ot pit closures
and vist reductions in the work-toree due to
the introduction ot new  technology the
miners tuce a bleak tuture without those two
mgredienis.

Ew o
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REVIEWED

Evelvn Waugh was a vile reactionary
monster. His novels drip with racism,
sexism and snobbhery, Nowhere in his books
will vou tind any understanding of let alone
sympathy tar, the working class, To be fr,
it should be added that there 15 precious little
for any other class either, hut we are always
readier Lo accept satire against the parasites
than against oursclves.

Why, then, hather to read Waugh?
Obyviousty not lor has progrossive aspects,
which are mil. However, | want toargue that
It was precisely because of his reactionary
attitudes that he wrote three novels - Men
at Arms, Officers and Grentlemen and
Enconditional Survender which socilists
can read with profit.

The tritogy concerns the muiliary
expenence of one Guyv Crouchback 1n the
second world wur. Previous 1o the outhreak
of war, this scion of an ancient Catholic
landed family had lived happiiv in selt-
imposed exile 10 Mussoling's Ttaly, and the
opeittne of the {irst acael finds him on his
Tust seven duvs varlier he had opened his
morning newspaper on the headlines
announging the Russian-German alliance.
News thal shook the politicians and young
pocts of a doren capilal ates brought deep
neace to one English heart.... When Prapue
tell. he knew that war was inevitable. He
cxpected his country 1o 2o 10 warin a panic,
for the wrong reasons or for no rcason atall,
with the wrong allies, in pitiful weakness.
But now. splendidly, evervthing had become
clear. The enemy at last was plain o view,
huge and hatetul, all dsguse cast off. 1t was
the Modern Age in arms. Whatever the
outcome there was a place for him 1n that
battle.” Armed with this crusading 7eal he
scts out ‘to serve his king™,

The three volumes trace his progressive
disilusionment with this pathetic vision,
His journey takes him via the horedom of
military training. various minor hascoes,
training for the Commandocs. the disaster
of the withdrawal from Crete and final
agony ol assisting Dite’s partisans in
Yougoslavia. In the course of that journey
he discovers no great erusade but a morass
ot corruption. dupliciy. cowardice, selt-
advancement, and gencralised chaos.

Waugh succeeds in showing that war 1s
not glamour and heroism but pain, misery
and incompetence. Nowhere 15 this better
sustained than in the account of the rout In
Crete. which, in my opinion, is 4
magnificent account of the horrors ol war.
The Commanda unit, specially trained for
offensive operitions, 15 landed at great nsk
in Crete atter the battle has been lost and
they immediately share the decomposition
of the British forces. Training. discipline.
morale and courage all prove empty in the
face of defeat,

But Crouchback’s final disillusionment is
deeper. In Yugosiavia. the young officer de
Souza, who 15 a secret member of the
Communist Party. shows Guy the finat basis
of the war:

"l dare say vou ought lo know what’s
happening. Tito has left Vis and gone to join
the Russians. He might have done it more
politely. He never said a word to anvone,
Just took off while everybody was asleep.
Some of our chaps are ratherannoved about
it. 1 gather. | het Winston is, 1 told you he'd
make rings round the old bov. Winstan
imagined he'd work the same big magic with
Tito he did with the British Labour leaders
in 1940, There were to be British landings
in Dalmatia and a nice coalition
government set up in Belgrade. That’s what
Winston thought. From now on any help
Tito needs is coming from Russia and
Bulgana.™

He finds himself in the centre of a evnical
series of big power deals. He s inside the
Modern Age and there 15 no escape from it
Even his humanitarian attempts to help a
group of Jewish retugees prove inettectual,

Waugh's peculiar version of hvper-
reaction aliowed him to write three novels
which are distanced from the dominant
myths about wars in generdl and the second
world war in particular. That he does so
{rom a viewpoint 'diametrically opposed to
ours does not detract from the value of the
work.

There s, however, & very contemporary
reason why Waugh's novels are of some
importance. Over the last few vears. it has
slowly become apparent that the fabrie of
‘national unity’ which masks 1939 1o 1945 is
largely made up of myvth. A number of
historian have shown how there was a
strong and growing current of radicalism in
British society which culminated in the
glection of the Attlee Oovernment 1n 1945,

Recently. @ number of writers. of whom
the most prominent 1s EP Thompson, have
attempted 10 use this evidence, and in <ome
cases their own personal experiences, to
claim that period as one of a triumph for the

lett. The upperelass legend ot patriatic unity
hax been chitllenged by a new interpretation
ol anti-faseist unmity,

It seems to me that this new interpretation
is highly suspect on a number of grounds.
most imporlantly in that il suggests that the
working class in Britain was lighting a quite
ditterent war trom that tought by the British
Empire. [ would not seek 1o question the
evidence that there was a current of popular
radicalism during this period. or that
millions of peaple sincerely helieved that
they were tighting for democracy against
fascism. Nor would [ seek to dispute the
evidence Lhat the British ruling class had no
intention of fighting tascism until the threat
to their empire forced them to 1t or that
their performance was characterised by
good deal of stupidity and incompetence.

Rather. it scems evident that., however
sincere the radicalism of the war years. it did
not find an organised form and neither was
it independent of the ruling class. Intheend.
those workers who went out to fight Fascism
cnded up propping up the Briush Empire
which. for millions of Africans and Asians,
Inoked every bit as nasty as did the Nazis.

The reason why Waugh is important n
this context is that he explores the numerous
little avenues by means of which the old
ruling class was able to hang onto the reality
of its power, despite the fear it felt at the
stirrings of the masses, These range from the
cynical exploitation of enthusiasm tor
Russia via the exclusive clubs in which
transfers und promotions are arranged and
the network of class allies who save an
upper-class deserter from court-marual,
through to the restaurants in which. at a
pEIce, 1T was possible to get mayonnaise
made with realcggs at the height of rutioning.

The coda to the trilogy reveals the same
obd ruling class. including Guy Crouchback.
comfortably continuing to enjoy the fruits
of the labour of others. in Waugh'saccount.
despite the chaos of their own making, the
ruling classes survive,

There 15, of course, another reason why
Waugh can be read with entoyment: he was
4 very funny writer. Untortunatcly., in many
of his books, this humour depends upon
reactionary atlitudes —tfor example racism
(in Black Mischief)——and thus poscs severe
problems tor the socialist reader.

Perhaps there are socialists whose entire
minds are free from reactionary attitudes,
but [ regret that 1 am not one of them:
lurking deep in my pysche are the residues of
many unpleasant things which 1 try to
repress but which Waugh brings to the
surkace,

Conseguently, the reading of many of his
novels 15 at hest a very gulty pleasure.
Fortunately. much, but not all, of his war
trilogy ¢an be cnjoved with a clearer
conscience. Colin Sparks.
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Put in our place

[ would like 1o complain about
vour cditing of my article, "The
Cult of Kollontai® (Sacialist
Revieww Mo, %), Inthe text 1said
that t(he Cierman  marxist
women huild a highly successtul
women's movement. Ondy 4
male editor would have the
arrogance Lo rewrite that as
mere v “modestly” successful,
The German women'’s paper
which vou are so mealy mouth-
ed about had a circulation of
120000, Today the socialist
women's pianper Women's Fojee
launched by members of the
Socialist Workers Party has a
circulanion  of  some 10,000,
How would vou describe that
g “lwlure™ Both papers have a
circulation considerably in ex-
cess of Sociafist Review
At Poezizod

Who made the myth?

Duncan  Hallas's reply ("lThe
Making ot a Myth', Soeiafist
Review 9 o my article on IS 1n
the  Sociafise Register 1978,
reaches its chimax n o personal
Accusation:
‘However, Martin™ understan-
ding was purely  intellectual.
Emotionally and practically. he
was  unprepared  lor the
situation  which  the  great
maujority of the organisation,
whether  manund or white-
colkiir. whether men or women.
were not mtellectuals tn his
sense. and in which the relative
mportance and  influenee
ol ntellectuals markedly
diminished™

At the most basic tevel, | have
little need to respond (o this
attiwck, since whitever in-
tellectuals 1m my  sense’ are
supposed tobe 1 have alwavs
had  the best relations with
many comrades who would not
claim to by intellectuals” inany
spectitl sense (but only n the
sense tn which all thinking
soctabists must be intellectuals),

And miy record in helping to
bring working men and women
inte IS 15 known to many
espectally in the narth-cast ol
Englund, Thev will know that
what 1 ohjected to was never the
greater involvement of workers
i 15 how ahsard that would
have been but what | have
called "workersm’,

Vuncan  agrees there was
waorkerism n the form of the
staurrv-eved romanbictsation of

workers by naive students. He
neglects its much more distur-
bing. less starry-eved. wholly
unromantic torm —the harden-
ed, often c¢ymical and
mampulative attitude 1o
building [S which stressed that
oniv manual workers. usually
male and  preferably  in
traditionally  militant  1n-
dustries. really counted in the
struggle for socialism.

This  workensm  let me
repedt  rarelv alfecled workers
themselves so much as some of
the ersaty workers, ex-students
and cx-teachers., who atter a
brict cxperience (i any) In a
manuwi! trade, graduwiated to full-
time  positions and  local
leadership in 1S, It is this which
1 arrued assisted the
depoliticisation of [S.

[art consequence of this, |
mmsisted.  wias "a highly  un-
democratic  internal  regime’
[Duncan now suggests there 18
‘precious  ltle merit in this
notinn’, and implies that only
an  undisciplined  ‘intellectual’
like myselt would see things in
this wav.

The problem  with  this
socialogical dismissal, however,
Is that 1t was not just Martin
Shaw and a tew hke thinkers
who saw IS as becoming un-
democratic 1n 1974-76. A large
section ol workers m IS ex-
perienced the organisation in
precisely this way (as | docu-
ment).

And one Duncan Hallas also
raised very serious criticisms. In
1874 He warned: "Wy arc we not
0 tavour of five people running
the organwsation? Because the
whaole tradition and experience
shows that the organisation
cannot  lead unless it has a
healthy international iite and
there 15 dehate on ssues and
feed hack from that debate

Ome of the sadder ironies was
that in 1973 the same uncan
helped to bring 1 a ludicrously

centralised f-man svstem  of

leadership, [hd the sixth man.
whoever he was, really make all
the ditference?

| will lreely admit that hike
many workers as well as “in-
tedlectuals™ in IS # as
emotionally and  practically

unprepared for these changes.
Fmotionally and practically, a
commitment to  soclalist
democracy was at the core of
our understanding of IS
politics. We assumed that the
leadership shared this commat-
ment. and It was a4 staggering
hlow to find that they did not.
Hence the loss of nerve of so
many who left 151n this period.
and the time it has taken {o
explain. as | have tred to do,
what was happening.

My article provides a record
of the changes in IS in the mid-
seventies  which  will  be
profoundly  disturbing to any
seriqus socialist. Whatever else
the SWP may sav. 1t has to

come to terms with this more
seriously than Puncan actually
does in his reply.

Naone of his 3 examples of my
‘non-facts’  holds  water: 1)
Whatever earlier discussions of
‘the party’ had taken place. |
was correct to suggest that the
short-term  launching of a
Socialist Workers Party” was
not discussed belore 1975,

2) The name "SWP* was, as |
stated. never discussed among
the membership: the fact that a
last-minute  alternative  was
produced by Clif and others at
a pational counctl meeting does
not alter this at all,

3y Similarlv. the Right to
Work Campaign was. as ]
indicated. not  discussed n
advance by the membership: the
fact that a particular district put
the proposal for it at a counal
meeting i neither here nor
there. ((The council. incidenial-
lv. was an advisory body in this
period: deetsion-making rested
with the Central Commuittee.)

Fgually, Duncan 15 wholly
wrong to imply that [ have
plagiarised [an Birchall’s ar-
ticles on the history of 150 |
make  copious  references  to
original documents. and when |
quote Birchall f(as 4
source.rather than to criticise
his interpretation) it is chietly
becanse s articles are more
accessible than  internal
documents, and also unhikely (o
he disputed at Jeast by the SWI
But  Birchail’s  work  was

manitestiy bad histery on many
counts which 1 elaborate: |
note that Duncan does not
defend 1t on any of them.

Finally. | must correct Dun-
can's account of my removal
lrom the SWP, which —as |
stated publicly at the time -was
by decision of the CC, not my
own [dstrict, for the ternible
crime of supporting non-SWFP
socialists in the Jocal clections. 1
was re-suspended, after a briet
reinstalement by the same CC,
immediately aller the 1977
Conference —tor  ‘relusing to
accept Conference decisions’.
although at the time | had not
even heard what the declsions
were, Duncan writes that the
CC 'would have rescued me'—
in fact, it received an appeal. but
made no reply whatsoeever.

This is. as Duncan savs, water
under the bridge now. In the last
vear the SWP has made a
definite turn to more  open
discussion, both withinits ranks
and with the wider left. It has
been a big change — less than 2
vears ago | was thrown out ol
the party for advocatung Iittle.
more. | wholly welcome the new
direction. but believe there are
problems of politics and inter-
nal democracy which must be
discussed to find a way to uniy
between the SWP and other
sections of the revoluttonary
lelt.

Far from having a contempt
for the membership ot the
SWP, as Duncan unworthily
supgest, 1 am sure that there
must be many among vou who
realise that a more honesi and
searching appraisal  of  the
history of your party will help
this process.

[ trust that you will not allow
Puncan’s personal attack to
deter vou from recading my
article, '
Martin Shaw
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Systems & method

I'd like (oo comment on the
science debate between Dave
Albury and Alex Callinicos n
the December- January 1ssue of -
Sactafiss Review.

1 think that Alex wins on
poInts against Dave but §{as an
interested lavman) still have the
basic  problem  unanswered.
That is; “what is the nature of
the scientific methﬂa'_’"

Dave says ‘I don't helieve that
under a socalist society 242 will
cequal 57, In other words, 242
alwavs equals 4. This 1s both
totally true and (otally talse.

{¥Brien in /984 convinced
the hapless Winston Smith that
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2+2 does equal 5—or anything
else the state decides. Orwell
grasped an essential point about
mathematics. it is a creation of
man’s magination in & way
that, for example, physics isn't.

We decide whether or not 2+2
equals 4, in the end it is a
numbers game so long as the
rules you create are internally
coherent. Dave's example
doesn’t help us to understand
the scientific method.

Dave aldo. states: ‘I
don’t believe that in a socialist
socicty apples will rise from
trees rather than fall from
themt’. Now that is true irrespec-
tive of what the state says,

The story goes that Newton,
having been hit by an apple,
went on to develop the epoch-
shattering theory of gravitation.
This theory 1s not ‘true’ in the
sense that it is ‘true’ that apples
fall to the ground. As Alex
states, 'Einstein’s theory . . .
suppianted Newtonian
mechanics, explaining
phenomena which  Newton
counld nat’. | |
. 1 don’t see anything wrong in
the method by which Newton
and Einstein arrive at closer and
closer approximations to
describing reality, That is. they
observe events and try to find
patterns in the events. These
patterns are scientific theories,
theories that are useful if they

. make correct predictions. Sure-

lv socialism wouid stiil use this
hasic method n order to un-
derstand the world? If not how
would it change?

[n conclusion, | think that
Dave and Alex have shimulated
an interesting debate, but
neither have grasped the dif-
ficult nettle of what is the nature
of the scientific method and

would it change under
socialism?

Mike McGrath

Leeds

Reinstating the Blues

‘The worst enemies of blues are
those who suggest that it fosters
despair rather than mitigating
or transtorming it. The ex-
tremely naive think blues has
been “outgrown”, that only
eatrher decades were defined by
despair—as if the present day 15
not’. (Paul Garon, *The [alec-
tics of Despair and Love’,
Living Blues magazine),

Mike Garner in his letter and
article on blues music,
perpetutates many distortions
fostered by white liberals about
that most profound and ma-
jestic poetic movement—and |
us¢ ‘poetic movement' inten-
tionally.

"We will go so far as to mnsist
that the defense and celebration
of blues, and of black music
generally, 1s a necessary compo-
nent of principled poetic action
in the English language today.
For 1t is no small matter, that,
during the very pertod in which
T S Eliot and Jean Cocteau
(and how many other “leading
intellectuals™ were bending
their knees in the degrading
rituals  of Christian
corpseworship, the bluesman
Kansas Joe McCoy was singing
his “Preacher’s Blues™ a lyric
effervescing with the pride of a
man courageous enough to
follow through his destiny
without the intercession of
“divine” frauds’. (Franklin Rose-
ment “A Revolutionary Poetic
Tradition’, Living Blues
mypgazine. )

Of course the powerful
rhythmic pulses that exist in
blues music, that in Garner's
own words ‘swept the world’ are
vitally important, However, it is
totally wrong to think that
lyrics  were secondary to
musicians and to the black
population in general. Lyrics
always did, and still do, come
first.

Take a listen to the most
popular blues artists of the 30s,
Leroy Carr, Walter Davis,
Peetie Wheatstraw, 1f vou want
canvincing. Unfounded
statements to the contrary have
a racist stench about them.

[t I1s also a grave error to say
that blues music was not com-
mercialised. A great proportion
of it was recorded and sold; the
‘stereotyped’ records that Gar-

ner is referring to {1 suppose th

means the Bluebird label in
particular) have to me a great
charm and diversity; remember
‘stereotyped’ has heen used to
msult forms of music from
rockabilly to regpae to new
WHVE.

As regards the learning
process, and the claim Garner
makes that for the most part
mustcians learnt from other
musicians, well, people like
Scott Dunbar learnt all their
music {rom records while
Robert Johnson, the Lautrea-
mant of the blues. learnt equally
from records by Lonnie Joho-
son and Peetie Wheatstraw as
from his peers, Son House and
Willie Brown. This was a
widespread eXperience among
[TIUSICIATS.

While it 15 true that blues was
the music of the black working
class. 1t was not totally ignored
h:'n' “h“EE

Two of the greatest country
musicians, Jimmy Rodgers and
Hank Willlams, had repertoires
studded with blues tunes, and
blues were played guite exten-

o

sively by old timey, western
swing, cajun and bluegrass
bands. Country music would
not be what it is today but for
the considerable black In-
fluence.

Garner insults the mihant
record of the black working
class when he accuses them of
‘low consciousness’ before the
second woarld war. The creation
of the Coloured National Labor
Umon in 1869; widespread
black participation in the cight-
hour struggle of 1886: 60.000
blucks out of a 700,000
membhership in the Knights of
Labour in 1886; these are just
some examples to prove the
contrary. One estimate of In-
dustrial Workers of the Waorld

(IWW) membership between

1904 and 1924 savs that out of [
million cards issued 100,000
were to blacks.

Southern black workers in
the 1910s were the most ad-
vanced; three black miners were
murdered by the cops in West
Virginia in (903 for therr
militancy  while the New
Orleans General Strike of 1892
and the postworkers strike of
1907 were splendid examples of
black-white workers solidarity.

The establishment of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Parters in 1925 marked a new
rhase m black struggle; and
blacks took an active part in
unemployed struggles in the
North as well as the South.

So. therefore, a ‘low level of
consciousness' 1s not reflected 1n
the pre-war blues, and neitheris
a new consclousness reflected m
‘Black. Brown and White
Biues'. Big Bill Broonzy wrote
this specifically for the white
middle-class radical audience
he was now performing to. Few
black working-class people ever
heard 1t

They were listening to Otis
Rush singing ‘Somc of this
generation are milionaires, it's
hard for me to find decent
clothes to wear’ (*[Double Trou-
ble® 1958) or to J. B. Lenoir
warning of ncreasing frustra-
tion among the black poor in
‘Eisenhower Blues' (1955)

[t's true that rising black
CONSCIOUSNEss was cxpressed
more through soul music than
through blues in the 1960s, with

James Brown (not Taittle
Richard) singing “Say It Loud
I'm Black and I'm Proud’
However, soul music has

become increasingly commer-
cialised and homogenised, and
very rarely expresses anything
more than banal cliches these
days,

Sorme  blugs musicians n
recent interviews report a new
interest among young blacks in
blues music, and this despite

very few radio stations playing
it anymore. Perhaps this new
interest will grow, and blues will
once again be mjected with a
new dynamism, and can again
be used to express the feelings of
the black American proletariat.
This remains to be seen.
Sociahsts must get away from

. the idea that only songs with an

openly political preaching tone
are relevant. Reviewing an LP
anthology of blues related to

1ob exploitation and unemploy-

ment Hard Times (Rounder
4007y, Tony Russell in the
magazine  Blues  Unlimited
statcs "The personal tragedy of
‘Silicosis 15 Killing Me s sure to
have had a more potent effect
than nine out of ten unionist
anthems’.

And on a deeper level, Paul
Craron tells us . . . to insist that
it 95 a  ‘vast  rusconception
to think of blues
as ‘protest music’ because after
all, “Most blues unfortunately
don’t even deal with the subject’

. . 18 not only to 1gnore latent
content and human desire, but

to perpetuate the dangerous

ideology that 1t 1s only through
‘realism”  (‘socialist”™ or
ntherwise) that human desires
find their most exalted expres-
10N,

‘Revolt runs a deeper and
more powertul course i it is
not recognised as such., so much
the worse for the critics™. (*Blues
and the Poetic Spint’, Eddison
Biueshnoks.)

Blucs music 1s the most
complete and authentic
preletarian poetic moevement
that the world has so far seen.
[t"s about time socialists became
aware of its significance and
importance, and see, Itke Enc
Hobsbawm, that “the blues are
unquestionably the finest body
of hiving falk poetry in the
modern world’ and support the
statement that the American
surrealists made: ‘Surrealism
will demonstrate why the blues
singers Robert Johnson and
Pectic Wheatstraw are greater
poets than T 8§ Eliot or Robert
Frost ar Karl Shapiro or Allen
Ginsherg'  (Franklin @ Rose-
mont).

Nick Heath

Youd've heent prerty stow at
letting us know what vou think,
sty that we can print the letrers in
our First Anniversary issue (the
next one). So do get it rogether
soonesi. And tre not ro write at
terer preal fength (please), as it
makes the pages ook so boring.
Prontise nant tor make the titles
we give the letters too cerical
either! (well, not exactly
promise . )



I.enin remains a difficult tigure to bring into
political locus. Austere. plain, down-to-
earth, he posscssed a rare combination of
practical realism and soaring imagination.

T'he Russian revolution saved the hanour
of marxism. Yet what has become of the
Soviet Umon proceceded to lose 1t agan,
Oftfictal marxism-leninism s now a more
conservative cult than the Catholic Church
and lenin's curt., bearded brand image
cendorses some of the most repressive.
haring and un2revolutionary states ever to
exist,

There are more “lenimst’ parties than
inverted comMmas now., cCovering every sin
from the ascendent hourgeoisic of Malawi
to the doctrinaire trots of Michigan, We
have tosneak past the mauseleum-guards to
meet the etusive, unpretentious genius of
1917, a leader *straight as rails, simple as
hread’,

It would make hie a lot casicr to dismiss
bolshevism en  hloc as inherently
hierarchical and inevitably dictatorial (as do
the hbertarian and anarchist comrades).
And mare sopthing to somehow persuade
vourselt that the vanous heads ol state who
flank the nuelear massiles in Red Square
every yvear are soctalist revolutionanes-ofl-a-
sort after all {as do most communists, spme
of  social-democrats and a  fair  fow
trotskyists).

[t requires more imaginative effort to
comprchend that the Russian revolution
wias both overwhelmingly and genuinely a
mass soctal revolution and yet that it began
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The Revolution Beseiged

Val 3 of fenin
T. Chft,

to lose 1ts authentic socialist character
within months of the workers' sewrure of
power.

Yer 1t oas exactly this agonising and
contradictory process which CLff studies in
The Revolution Beseiged with commen-
dahie honesty and clanity. The skill with
which the author co-mingles the heroic and
the tragic makes this the most moving
volume in what was indanger of becoming g
worthy but somewhat tedious biography.

For those of the orthodox right and the
libcrtartan  Jeft who see the Bolshevik
slogans ol self-cmancipation and workers
control as convenient camouflage for the
ambhition of a minority party, Lenin i1s again
and again shown in his most radical light,
coaxinyg, exhorting, applauding and con-
gratulating the imtiatives of ‘the ordinary’in
emerging from the wimgs of history to
ccntre-stage.

‘Let us suppose for a moment that the
Boisheviks do gain the upper hand’
speculated the Petrograd equivalent of the
Daify Telegraph *“Who will govern us then:
the cooks perhaps, those connoisscurs of
cutlets and beefsteaks? Or mavbe the
firemen? Or perhaps the nursemaids will
rush off to meetings of the Council of State
between the nappy-washing sessions”

l.enin had his answer; ‘Comrades, work-
Img people! Remember you yourselves are at
the helm ot state. No one will help vou it vou
vourselves do not unite and take 1nto your
hands all affairs of the state . .. Get on with
the joh vourselves: begin nght at the
hottom, do not wait for anyone.”

Socialism was to bim nothing less than
cisplavinlz the abihities, developmg the
capacities and reveahing the talents ‘so
dbundunt among the people whom
capitalism  crushed, suppressed  and
strangled’. Addressing the Second All-
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Russian Congress of Soviets at the moment
of the seizure of power, Lenin declared *We -
must allow complete freedom to the creative
faculties of the masses’

The statements are to¢ frequent and too
passionate to discount, the results too
spectatcular. Despite siege, blockade and
invasion. in felt shoes, chewing black
bread, banging rusty typewriters and
shouting down crackling telephones, the
ordinary  people  fought, organised,
educated. entertained, improvised and
foved as never before, The country may have
been enfeebied by prolonged war, blasted by
well  provisioned  armies  of invasion,
hetraved and sabotaged by the Cadets, bled
dry by the immense, suspicious steppes, but
it was their soviet Russia, theirs at last.

It's this democratic control which is the
key to real human freedom. not the
occasional ballot paper or the wording of
the statutes. Clff states the matter plainly.
“The liberation of the working class can be
achieved only through the action of the
working class. Hence one can have a
revolution with more or less violence. more
or less suppression of the civil rights of the
hourgeoisie and its hanger-on, with more or
less political freedom, but one cannot have a
revolution, as the history of Russia con-
clusively  demonstrates without workers
democracy—even if restricted and  dis-
torted. Socialist advance must be gauged by
the workers’ freedom, by their power to
shape their own destiny . .

As Chff savs elsewhere *The workers can
get many, many things from the top, they
can get reforms. The cow can get extra grass,
the farmer can give her extra hay. The one
thing the farmer will never give is the control
over the shed. This has to be taken . . ' All
the Red hydroelectric dams and the
battleships named after The Commune
come to nothing if the workers do not
control them.

Yes this book also documents, virtually
on facing pages. quite how fast “the old ¢crap
revives’, l.ong betore the banning of factions
i 1921 or the defeat of the left opposition in
1927, the Bolsheviks took measures which
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undercut that workers’ democracy which
Cliff secs as the essential, indispensable
element in socialist revolution.

Alrcady by 1919, ‘the Red Army was
undemiably as far from Lenin's idea of a
worker’s milita as chalk from cheese’. In a
mere || months, the number of secret police
grew lrom 120 to 310K and the Extraor-
dinary Commissions (the Cheka) had their
own chain of authonty, over-rigmg the
Soviets,

The civil war sucked workers out of the
factorics and pulled industry out of shape.
As worker’s control and various forms of

the party's ‘right to assert its own dic-
tatorship’.

In that cntical debate. Tenin, head n
hands and taking copious notcs, remained
silent. In his final months of semi-coma, he
reproached himsell, using expressions hke
‘the tault 1s mine’, ‘] am to blame® and, in hig
last dictated note [ suppose | have been very
remiss with respect to the workers of
Russia’. Nigel Harris notes in this period *. .
l.enin's purely pragmatic tacking between
two extremes. He seems to have lost his
moorings, to be aware of the problem butto
see no social force capable of solving ",

He attempts to quell the tide without
challenging head on the new theory of the
dictatorship ol the party or re-asserting the
themes of 1917. His last speech to Party

: Congress, in March 1922, has a surreal

= quality “The machine refused to obey the

centralisation and methods of [actory
management were debated, Dentkin and the
invading armies called the tune. ‘Industry
was turned into a supply organisation for
the Red Army and industnial policy became
da branch of military strategy.’

The first exubcrant wave of workers
power was obliterated by the tirearms of the
invading armies. The Red Army won a kind
of victory in the civil war, but at what a
price: ‘the destruction of the proletariat that
had made the revolution. while leaving
intact the state apparatus built by it

From her cell in Bresiau prison Rosa
Fuxemhurg wrote n October 1918;
‘Everything that happens in Russia 13
comprehensible and represents an inevitable
chain of causes and effects, the starting
point and end term of which are; the failure
of the German proletanat and the occupa-
tion of Russia by German imperialism.

True but then almost anythingincluding
Stalin---can be justified by ‘the force of
carcumstances. One notes frem Chff's
account a tendency within the Bolshevik
party to rcdetine therr political aims and
retreat from the commune-state so decisive-
ly sketched in The State and Revolution
which CIiff rightly calls ‘the apex of Lenin's
writing---his real testament’.

Mysteriously the dictatorship of the
working class shifts its location from the
Soviets to the Bolshevik party, indeed to the
centralised otficials of that party. And 1n
reality, party members. bound by voting
discipling, could dominate the Soviet lists
even hefore their organised nivals were
banned. The stiate was not merelv fused with
the party. the soviets were subordinated to
the Politburo, the Orgburo and the
Secretanat,

After 1920, Kamenev. Zionoviey and
most outrageously Trotsky in March 1921
arguing against the workers opposition who
took up exactly this point, began to cali on
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4 hand that guided it. It was like a car that was
| going not in the direction the driver desired,

but in a direction someone else desired; as if
it were heing driven by a4 mysterious, tawless
hand, God knows whose . . |

[t would seem that the Bolsheviks not
only made virtucs out of necessities hut to
some extent fell wvictim of their very
organisational prowess. [he very eminence
and indispensability of Lenin made his loss
co devastating, especially since, in the Chit
account, it 1s only Lemin’s ncomparable
rapport wath the workers which enables him
ta periodicaltly overcome the conservatism
inherent  in the ilegal and highly
professionalised Party,

The all-important role played by the tiny
group of exile lcaders inherent 1n the
Holshevik mode of organisation left an
enormous gap In experience between them
and the rapidly changing party rank and
file. “The preletarian policy of the party is
not determined by the character of the
membersheip bu? by the enormous undivided
prestige cnjoyved by the small group which
might he called the old guard of the old
guard of the party’ Lenin admitted grimly in
1922,

The very dependence ot the underground
partyonskilled revolutionary functionaries is
part of the reason it succumbed so swiftly to
the bureaucrats of the old order who, Lemin
complained. ‘wear a red ribbon in their
huttonholes and creep into warm corners’
The technigque of selective appolntment
Irom above, pertected by Lenin in the early
faction fights, now re-appeared In
monstrous form. used to dcbar party
Congress  delegates from Samara who
supported the worker's oppositon or 1o
insist on the election of a ‘loyal list’ of
candidates in the Metalworkers ' Union,
despite the fierce protest of the Bolshevik
CNEINEETS.

The absolute Bolshevik hostility to any
kind of ‘utopian’ speculation seems to have
lett T.enin-a little dazed and disconcerted
when the external changes of the revolution
begun to hit people’s inner coONSCIOUSNESS.
Yet he seems to regard Kollontal,
Mayakowski and dear old Lunacharsky as
slightly childish for being concerned, in their
different wavs with this problem. Certainly
in his notorious interview with Clara Zetkin
and his polemic with the Proletkult group,

, he adopts old fart positions on sexual and

ocultural questions,

Anvone who thinks 1t s “lemmist’ to
denounce attempts to alter ways of lechng
and living as part ol the making of soctalism
and to resolutely postpone such problems
il somewhere over the rainbow and Atter-
the-Revolution will be challenged by the
mitations Chift demonstrates in this aspect
of 1.enin’s thinking. Nonec of this s to belittle
1 man Rewch called “the greatest mass
psvchologist ot all time’,

Rather it 15 to wdentify contlicting and
unresobhved elements 1o Lenin®™s politics, two
souls to his socialism. We have a respon-
sihility Lo sclect the aspects we now need (o
emphasise rather than attempt 1o tmitate a
‘wure’ leninism to order. which would bhe
hoth impaossible and irrelevant,

Part of 1.onins political make-up s that
of the orthodox materialism of the Second
International. whose philosophy s strongly
alfected by Victorian positivism.  whose
economics predict inevitable crisis and
immiscration and whose politics aim at
socialist majorities In cxisling governing
assemblies. 1t was a misunderstood marx-
st and with the dialectic deleted in which
‘marxist symbolics were preserved” but [tom
which ‘the revolutionary soul took rflight”as
Bukharin put it gt Lemn’s funeral oration.

Although TLenin's cxplosive rediscovery
of Hegel and Marx and he and Bukharin's
rachical . new analyses of the unstable nature
of modern imperialism were to topple that
era of mock-marxism, Lenin was. until
1914, a disciple of Kautsky.

CIfT does not stress cnough the extent of
the reappraisal which led to the production
of The Stare and Revolution and the degree
to which s view of the party, the
revolutionary  state and  soclalism  isell
revise the traditional Bolshevik lormulae,
The rescarch in the tamous blue notebook
was undertaken to repudiate the ‘semi-
anarchist “ideas’ Bukbharin had submitted in
July 1916 in an essay called "Towards a
Theary of the Impenalist State’. Atthis time
l.enin skl held the otthodox wview that
‘socialists are in favour of using the present
state and its institutions in the emancipation
of the working ¢lass”,
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But in reviewing Marx and Engels on The
Commune and the sharp exchanges between
Panneckoek and Kautsty in 1912, he comes
tor the view that what ix at stake 15 not 4
cantest with the bourgeosie over the state
hut apainst the state. Not an etfert 1o take
office in old chambers but make power n
new lorms. He sums up  with
characteristically  explosive  punctuation,
‘One could perhaps express the whole thing
in a drastically abbreviated tashion as
tollows: the replacement of the oid (‘ready
made’) state machine and of parliaments by
soviets of workers deputies and their
mandated delegates. This is the essence of
i

This re-assertion of the Commune-State
and the adoption of the Trotsky-Parvus
theory ol permanent  revolution, alselt
mspiced by a re-reading of Marx, make
possible the Aprd Theses. And at the
Finaland  Station,  Stare-and-Revoluiion

Eonin has to straggle against the legacy of
Wrei-fv-Ter Be-Doae Fenm i the torm ot a
conservative  party who tound his adeas
scandalos. This s the Tenin we need 1o

tedisconer alter a hail century when the
dralectic was frosen over tar deeper by 10V,
Stahin ot ok than Herr Kautsky could ever
NEGR IS

Yot the problem s that the species of
I crunism which entered the vacuum on the
Luropceanand North Amencan lelt alter the
collapse of the mass movemenis o) the 1960
and carly 19705 was too often of 1903 not
1917 vancty. The leaders of these largely

weli-appointed vanguards® are really 20th

centiry Kaintsky's, well-read. conlident that
they  possess all the necessary soctlist
Enowledee it anly the damn workers would
readd then arteles,

Pos-praduate unemplovment  has
<upplicd  them with a labour foree ot
lunctomiries gnd cven surrogate workers,
Al ol whom can be depended on tor their
lovalty 1o the official view, The party rank
Aand tile exists ina guilty hmbo which has a
very sketchy understanding of workimg-
class experience.

| he discipline” demanded of members of
such groups iy the obediehee ot anromatons.
[ usemburg precisely pinpointed the am-
higuiey in Lenin's praise ol disciphne: "T0s

not making use of the disaipline impressed
upon him by the capitalist state. with g mere
transter of the baton trom the hands of (he
houreeoisic to that of the central committee,
hut onkv by breaking through and uprooting
this slavish spirit of disciphine that the
proletiriat can be preparcd for o new
discipline: the voluntary discipline of social
democracy’.

Riather  than  cducating  uand  being
educated by the discussion ol real cx-
perience, proletanan hostiges are grabbed,
lectured  and  exhibited  as  evidence.
Formulas Irom Whar fs To Be Done and
much virtke talk about “buldding the Party’
and “iron discipline” wrenchied aul of context
and  ill-understood.  Sexual politics are
tahoo. obviously since Machine-Lenmism
an't taee the mnimacy ol their crtigue ot
hicrarchy.

Standing in the same place for 75 yvears
daes tend one o certan authorey | suppose

Cbhut it would have given Lenin, for whom

things chanped all the tme. 33 tits. And ot
course 1t the working class spurn  the
proferred copies of The Spark or whatever
and zo np the pub to tatk about Jeremy
Thorpe's sex hite, this only proves the
abvsmallv  low  level of  consciousness,
backwardness and  economism.  the
vanguard suspected them ot all along.

The “trouble with [emimism’ s not that i
his been fetishised or repeated mechanically
or contains destrinctive or male-dominated
tendencies. All these mistortunes can and
will beladl a theory of organisation within
catitlism without rendering it mvald, The
real problem s that the lowering of 1517
wits s swiltly minped in the bud that the
frint we have mmhented has heen largely
damaged and diseased.

The blossoming-blighting proccss which
Chfl documents froze over lenintsm and
only  mass  revolutionary  working-class
action is able o melt it from its ey limbo,
Lenin ik theretore trapped inhis moment,
surrounded by a thicket and awaiting
political rescue: "An old communist con-
cotves an embrvo ol longing”, One dav. his
Modern Prince will come. Until he is woken
with the proletarian kiss. the problem is not
that leninism has failed. but that it has not
been tried. And alternatives to leninism are
old reactions in new disguises, forms of
terrorism. reformism and anarchism which
were politically surpassed by marxism a
century ago.

This is very sad hecause the revolutionary
cssence of the Lenin of The Srate and

Revofution 15 profoundly emancipiatory.
heartily contempluous of people who think
in the past tense and deserves a lol better
But as long as lemmism rematns on this
pathetic level. it provides the perlect excuse
for people to revert to its mIrror mage
liberal-anarchism {the other hig late 1970y
pelitical growth industry). give up any
organised colleclive attempt to change the
world and st around and discuss therr
relationships.

It 1% even sadder because even if evervone
suddenly started buving The Spark and
suddenly o scale-model replican Bolshevik
party  were  re-incarnated  on Clapham
Comman. as Lenin Bimsell has warned, it
woutld most unbikely to i our needs, In an
important passace n 191K Lenm suggested
‘The whole ditticuliy of the Kussuion revilu-
tion is that o was much casier Tor the
Russian revalutionary working class 1o
stirrt than 1 s {or the West Duropean
classe<. but it is ntuch more dithiculttforus to
comntinte.

They hive wavs of making surc 1t never
happens here like Ten Murray "Crossroads”
and the Yerning Srar Gas well as the SPG
and the Army). Bul when it does, the
prohlems of sheer need which crushed the
Botsheviks are less pressing and the com-
parative strength and confidence of the
mosern working class s immensely maore
promising. It we need to be much more
sophisticated to take power, it won’t be s0
difticult tov hold 1t

‘1 entnism’ said Norman Mailer 1n one ot
his annovingly insighdul moments was built
tor analvrze 4 world where all the structures
were made of sleel now the sinews of
Dragon 1adv could hide them under her
nadl™. We den't just need o 1917 rather than
1903 Tenmsm, we need a post-clectronie
| crinism whose politics can move with
astonishine case from the details of a strike
ter the problems of chiidrearing. which has
the centrahised stoking power 1o win street
battles  bhut  the imagmation to create
ispiring carninvls, which Is seeking not
FCuro-Reforms hut 3 new way ot hite, love
Ared povernient.

For those who got a bithagged down with
the rather excessive sttention to organisa-
tion n the tirse two volumes {and the
political campaigns which accompamed
their publication}, do read on and see whap it

as all indid ol Volume three realiy does
offer an alternative V.1,
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- Iran—the illusion of power
- Robert Graham

Croom Helm £7 93
It would be difficult to tind a
hook guite as ditterent 1n
approach rom Fred Halltday's
frar: Dictaiorship and
v Development as this and |
certainly ¢could not recommend
any but those mast deeply
interested 10 ran to go out and
 buw it Yet inits own way this s
an extremely uscluol little book.

Graham was the Finanecial
Fimes reporter in Tehran for
almost three years 1975
1977 the boom years and the
start ol the down turn for the
Shah's "sreat civilisation’. As
such he had privileged access to
leading tigures 4n the political
and business world as well as to
many officials of the banking,
planning and other
departments of the state.

In tact his point of view s &
maost interesting one  that of a
serious ciapitalist who tonnd the
rivolous but vicrous
conlerpencurs of fran a disgrace
10 thewr trade!

His criticism of SAVAK s
ertlightening in this respect.
F-or whilst he clearly. on a
humamtarnan level, dishikes
SAVYAK. his point of departure
s (thath it makes o mockery
ot the rule of Tyw which the
Constitution ¢stablished.
SAVAK™ activities are at the
gxpense of all politically
minded lramans and are
responsihle wn large measure tor,
the evnical indifterence of the
lranian clite.

‘Last but not least, SAVAK's
presence Teduces the ethowency
of the admunistriation through
cumbrous duplication and
makes oftficials unwilling to
shoulder responsibilities or
| takes tmbiatives.’

' In terms of a peneral analysis
ofie has hittle ta learn from Mr.
Crrgham hut in terms ol those

dozens of little gems about life
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behind the scenes. inside the
bureaircracy or i the
proverbial corridors of power
the haok containg much that 15
nschul.

Fiorr example the plan to turn
Tehran into what Peter Walker.
Tory Minister ot Trade.
described as ‘one ot the great
financial centres of the world’
which was launched m the dying
| months of 1973,

Crraham points out that
whereas the lranians had no
real idea what this meant-
except that it sounded
 important  the international
. banking community
| understood it ali to well. for
© them it meant "a polite wiy of

Millions stood behind

saving that the surplus oil
mcome would be employved by
the mternational hanks on the
interrational market with hittle
regard to lrun’s own needs for |
developmoent finance’. ‘
Anyway. despite the
intentions of the big banks '
Tehran tnled. mainly because
of 11y hackward banking and
credit system to become such a
centre and by carly 1976 the
plan was shelved and after 1977
1L wius never mentioned again!
Anaother loreign aided

‘development plan’ was the !
propased military base on the
Gult at Chah Bahar, this
required the construction of a
large port. drvdock. airbase and

a sizable township in one of the
mast remote parts of lran. Two
companics, Costain of Britam
and Brown and Root of the US
got the initial contract for itata
guoted cost of 2.5 hillian
dollars.

When in January 1976 the
twelve most senior officers in
the Navy were arrcsted work
came to a grinding halt. When
SAYAK inspectors investigated
the colassal corruption
assaciated with this project they
discovered that the hase was
planned to be so lavish that its
central feature was to he
lountains with golden dolphins!

When a new plan was drawn
up for a morc modest base
(plastic dolphins?) 1t was found
that escatating construction
costs made 1t about the same as
the ornginal mililary palace.
Finallv when o1l revenues fell
back in 1978 the project was,
with the Navy's continued
opposition, shelved. (Graham
commenls that this was just as
well as the new destrovers for
which the basc was essentially
being built had already been
cancelled!

So 1f this 18 the sort of
information about lran that
vau need, go down tathe library
and get them to order you a
copy. One thing vou will tind
Irom the book’s conclusien 1s
thit Graham rcaches similar
conclusions on the waste of ail
monies 1o Fred Halliday—
saving in answer to his own
question of whether lran has
been able to maximise 1y
opportunitics from the *721 oil
price increases: “Fven
discounting normal errors of
judgement. the answer can only
be ney™,

It is therefore highly
interesting that agencies like the
ClA with all their supposed
expertise could not see what one
FTreporter could. May be they
spent s0 much time and energy
heiping SAVAK repress and
thiat they couldn’ see the walls
of the prison thev were building
for themselves. Ferry Paver.

ke
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Workers in Arms
I. Ducrvnska
Monthly Review, £8.75

Consider the tollowing carcer:
born mcoan old milicary tamily:
stalt otficer and general: retired
and cntered polities;
pirliimentary deputy and
lcader of an armed militia:
imprisoncd and released:
elected muvor of the capitatand
then president of the country,

The standard biography ol
hatl-a-dozen reactionary
leaders inas many countries?
The man was. o fact. a member
of a Socual-Democratic Party
tor all s pohtical e and he
wits imprisoned by fasests. The
onlv country in the world where
that could happen was Austria,

Creneral Theodor Koerner
was o mubitant ot the Austruin
Sactl-Democratic Party and &
lcader ol its armed detenee foree
the Nofuarzheneed. He and the
rank-and-lile of that
paramilitiary lorcee are the
subjects of this book, writien by
aone of the survivors ot its last-
ditch stand aminnst the sen-
fascist Mefmwehr 10 February
1934

T he hook 1s not a good one,
and 1t is grotesquely priced, but
anvone with some knowledge of
the mature of Austrian Socal
Nemacracy could proht hy
horrowmg it from a hbrary, OF
all the refarmist parties of the
Second International, the
Austrian party (SP0O) was the
most left wing.

It contamed amonsg (s
leaders Fricdrich Adler, who
owed s considerable
popularity among the workers
to the fact that, apart Irom
heing the son of one ot the
party’s lounders, he had
assasimated the prime mimster
as i protest agaanst the war.

This “lelt” reputation did nol
prevnl the SPOL and Adler,
“rom opposing the citorts to set
up asoviet stite at the end ot the
war and sctthing mstead tor g
very curious {form of bourgeos
democraey, Among the
interesting institutions ot the
new republic was the
arrangenient by which the
control of the stock of weapons
in the national arsenal in
Vienna was shared between the
military and the shop stewards
ol the workers.

Fogether with this. the party
developed an armed delence
torce of about 50000 much
larger than the combined forees
ol the state. In addition, the

'Not by guns alone

dominant police umon wis
under socal demaocritic
control, as wits the Largest
soldhers” tnton.

There can never have heena
situationn in which the military
problems ol power were so
decisively settied in favour ol
the working chiss, The reason
why Austria remained a
capitalist state during the 1920s,
and the reason why the fascists
were able to move to power n
the carhy thirties wus very
simply because of the political
line of the SPO. T was an
example of centrism et wing
tilh and nezht wing actions,

The boaok records the war of

attrition the ruling class waged
aranst the strong positions of
the workers and how, in the
crisis of 1927, the Schurzhund
devoted s elforts to stopping
the workers hurning down he
arliament bullding,

From then on, it was steadily
turned o an orthodox
militiary tormation o potent

force never used. 1t gradualiy
lnst 1ts weapons under the
pressitre of the state. and all

attempts at local initatives were
stumped out-—untl 1934,
[Friven by constant fascist
provocation. local umits ol the
Scehur~hund fought hack,

The party leaders capitulated
and the rising was smashed. As
Eric Hobshawm savs in his
imtroduction: “Atl that it hoped
tor, and 1o be falr achieved,
wias a chiance to show Chat
Austrian Social Democerats,
unlike German ones, could go
down hghting'

In her assessment of the
Schutzbund and the roie of
Kocrner, the wriler s perhaps
too imtlucnced by purely
military questions. She argues
that his ideas on working-class
warlare - (o develop i puernitla
strateey would have alterced
the outeome, and 1in fact
presaged Cthe struggles of today,

Although the purely milntary
arpuments are convingng, the
rcal problem still seems ta be to
hitve been the pohlitics of the
Social Democrats. As a
political judgement upon that
tragedy | preter Serpe’s tamous
cputaph:

“Austro-Marism orgamsed
and influenced over a milhon
proletarians, it was master of
vienna, where it was evolving o
municipal Socuhsm nich n
achicvement, 1t could mohbibise.
in o tew hours, 50,0040
Schurzbhundter on the Ring,
uriformed in sports-tunics and
fas evervone knew) tolerably
well armed. 1t was led by the
most able theoreticians in the
working-cliss waorld: and vet,
twor or three times in ten Vears.
throwgh ats sobhriely, prudende,
and hourgeoms moderation, 1
barled its destiny ™

"Il only .. 1t only the
commixsion on the
nationalisiition ot the nenn
industries. established by the
Socuihst Government, had not
heen such a tarce! I only the
Social-Democrats of Ausiri
had had 4 hrele of the
impassioned energy ot the
Belsheviks ol Russia. All they
ever did was tosip sweet white
wine 1t the operetta-land of the
Bluc Danube. while the
Bolsheviks were (ramping in
chains along Siherian
highwiays™

One things s clear  the line
between revolutionaries and
reformists s not the gqueston of
arms. Amaong the reformists
who were in Vienna with the
heroes of the Seheee-hunrd was
Hugh (unsketl! There was one
reason and one reason onby why
the Arstrian workimg class
entered (he night of tascism s
political leaders did not know

. haw to grasp the hour of

revolution. '§ heir minds were
rooted on the ballot box and
not on the sclf-activily of the
working class. Cofin Sparks.

The past
comes 1o
the aid of

the parnty

Marxism and the Party

John Molvneu

Pluto 2,95

In John Reed™ book about the
Russiiin Revolution - fen
v thar Shook the Waorld-
there 15 a lovely description of a
Bolshevik seldier arguing with a
Menshevik student, The
student is trving to hrowbeut
the soldier wath his cleverness,
But the seldier stonewalls each
intetlectual thrust by repeating
one simple stiutement: " here
are two classes 1in the world the

bourgeosie and the proletanat’

Fsventually the infuriated
student hurls at the soldier the
pltimate accusation: "You're o
supporter of Lemin. aren’tyou'”,
*Yeou! replics the saldier, °1 hike
Lenn. e savswhat 11hink. He
siys.....there are two classes i
the world. the bourgeoisie and
the proletanath

Welk T ke that seldier, Fyer
since | read about him he's been
something of a hero to me, He
cuts through a 1ot ot the crap
that is often talked about the
rev ol itionary party,

Not far liem any dilenimas
AhOUT SpONENCITY vCrsus
COTSCIOUNTICSS, vanguard yorsys
midss party, and so on, He wasa
Bolshevik beciuse “thev say
what 1 think™. and {he didn’t
need to add thiy because he had
A pun in lis hand) they de what
| think shonld be done’”

Viost of us who have jooned
the SW I in the fast Tew vears
mav think our deceston was o
lttle more sophstcated, But,
Allows torthe lact that seare ot
in the nudst ot g revofution, and
the decision 15 1h nine cases ot
al ten nmuuch the same and
none the worse forthar,* Fhere's
2 pvh to be done hehtmg
capitalism. | hey sav what |
think. 'hey do what 1 think
shonld be done, Stop messing
ibout, Jomn’

RBut of course thers are nmam
pood socialists abont fand |
hope some ol them are reading
this review} for whom the
decision 1s not as simnple as that,

9
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For some of the nthe very word
pitrty sends shivers down the
spine: shivers like
uthorigrnan!, “chtist

| For athers the idea of a
revolutionary party is tine, 1ty
just that che SWP, running
round trom picket line to picket
lne, just doesn’t make the
grae,

And when these argumenlts
are raised it won't be long
betore authornties of the past
are cited. "Thdn’t Rosa
[.uxemburg argue that the
mistakes of 4 mass movement
were more revoluttonary than
the intallibity of any central
L committee™ “Didn’™t [enin
vicios [y attack feconomism’
and argue that pelitics hagt to be
brough to the working cliss
from outside”

And 1t's the same onee you're
in the party. T'or. however
naturil the decision 1o join may
have heen. we are stil! left with
the problem of how we should
organise nurselves, how should
we relate to the rest of the
working class.

And here again. on evervside
m every debate vou'll sooner or
later find history supposedly
Fatsimg ks voues: “lenin was for
an 1ron hard party of
nrotessional revelutionaries!
| "Trotsky didn™t care how small
the party was so long as 1 had
the correct programme!”
‘Oramscl thought vou couldn't
enore the intellectuals!

Now it's guite right that these
authorities should be brought
. Into the argument. The
problems are dithicult ones.
And we would he foolish to
think we can solve them without
standing on the shoulders of
past experience. But all too
alten the halt quotes from
[.enin, Trotsky and triends just
make vour head spin. "How on
- earth do they fit together”

Well, If vou want an answer
to that question (and we alt do)
I then read John Molvneux
book Marxisin and the Partv,

It's short, which 15 good. only
160 pages. And in six clearly
written chapters{two for Lenin)
he scts out the views on the
revolutionary party ol Marx.

[ ermin, Luxembuarg, lTrotsky
and Giramscl.

He doesn't reduce these to a
set of tmeless tablets of
wisdom. He shows each thinker
grappling with speeibic

But he teases out ol these the
general development of the
theorv. and the strengths and
weihnesses ol cach thinker.
‘And for good muisure he nes

3

problems, in specific situations.

things together with a final
chapter which summarises.
almost in note form the main
principtes of the marxist theory
of the party and the kev points
for their application today.

Of course the hook isn’t the
linal word an the subject, For
mivsell. Fothink it overestimates
Ciramsei’s contribwtion on the
subject. and that it presents
Kaosa [.uxemburg as having o
ritther more coherent theory of
the party than i tagt she d¢id.

But those are very small

criticlsms. compared with the
hook's strength, And that
strength, 1noa phrase, « that 1t
docs make those theorists of the
party ‘it tagether”, It does make
stire that the guotes from Lenin
and his noates will no longer just
make vour head spin.

ITstead it ensures that the
past experienee ot the
resolutionary party will be
matde tiveabfe Tor the all
impartant task of buillding one
it the present. Pere Goodwin

Some are more equal. . .

Women in Soviet Society—

Equality, Development and |

social change

Cunil Warsholsky Lapidus i

Limiversity of California Press
1978 £12.25 ‘

In Womern in Sovier Society
Gail Lapidus attempis 1o survey
the positon of women in Russia
from pre-revoelutionary times to
the present, in order to asscss
the lessans of the "Soviet
cxpertence” for the
CONCTAPOTATY wWoman's
maovemaont, |

ke Hilda Scott’s Waomen
el Nociafsn: (1974), 1
provides turther evidence of the
super-explotation and
appression of women in the
state capitalist countries.

But the author s an
American social science .
acadenic, and not surprisingy,
her book is steeped in the
unrcadable language of
bourgeois sociology, and

sulfers from g matching
appalling analysis,

[ts thests will add luel to the
hourgeals temimist argument
that marxism doesn’t touch the |
heart of the *woman prohlem’
and that socialism 15 irrelevant
to women’s liberation - (look
what happened in Russia®):
therefore, froht the sex war, not !
the class war. ’

The hook begins with a
crude, empiricist account of the
theoretical and political
treatment of the woman
guestton from pre-1917 Russia
to what |
Lapidus tellingly calls *the |
stalimist svnthesis.” )

Sciltered with numerous
scholarly fooking allusion to
marxisme, Cleninist systerns’
{whutever that means),
Kollintai and Irotsky, this

secetion 1s a typical example of

bonrgeors distortion and
mivstificalion.
Her discussion of the

revolution totally 1gnores
workers” sclf-activity or the
specitie historical and marterial
reatsons tor s defeat.
Rolshevism s portraved as g
piece of autocratic socind
CHEIRCCring culminaling
logically m the statinist
reaction.

S, the suhordmintion of
sextl liberation to
"modernsation’ and cconamie
CHIZENCIES I8 SPeD HY
an nevitable result of radical
social change., (i, her version of
soCLliso).

But ignaring its ternible
politics, the hook s a very
nsetul documentation of
Wamcn's oppression in Russisg,
and Lamdus must have done
some hard research mto
ariginal untranslated sources
and rceent statistics.

For instance, she triaces the
mohihsation of women into the
labour torce, using detailed
tables fraom the 1970, census on
carnings, training and skill
levels: and vou
learn such facts

as. while %0030 per cent ot
collecttve vegetable and melon
Erowers 4re women, there are
onlyv 8.3 per cont within
hngadecrs ol the field”

There are tiables such as, “The
cdicational aspirations of
seoomchiry school gradaes i
Novowthirsk and CUrban and
rural Kindergarten proviston
rom 1914 (o tprojected ) T9S0°
instrating the chapters on
contnuing sexual ineguality in
education and traming. and the
imadeqiuicies of child care.

| he chapter on "Women and
the Famiuly™ covers the
Nuctuations o marria e,
divoree and abortion laws and
how thev relate to the needs of
the labour supply, with women
bumg torn i two hetween home
and paud work.

It appears that Russian socil
scieniists have, like here,
broken down hours spent on
various houschold tasks by
women and men into ‘time
hudgets”, and the figures suggest
that Russian hushands are
extremely patreirchal at home.

Waoamen's douhle burden s
made worse on a practical level
by the wbsence ot things Jike
huousehold aids and
convenence Taonds,
the fong
gueing for food,
and the need to




resort (o abortion as birth
contral, in the absence ot decent
contraceplion,

{n an wdeolowmical level they
sutier the usuabconthet hetween
hoing “sood” workers and good’
micthers and wives, whaeh iy
probably sharpened by the
vicil lations of othewl policy on
wo o ronlos,

Phetre s mging controversy
as 1o what 1o do abouat the
alarming drop in the birth rate,
whigch cxpresses women's
response to ther antolerahle
work load. and tinancial stran,

(I the one hand. there is the
conservative solunon ol
revivinge the wdeology ot
gloritied mothertood and
privatysed Limily Tite oftering
WL gt es Lo shiny at
Rarmes on the other hand, there
5 the more radical solution of
improving child care ind public
services arid res oltionising sex
roles, The Litter s hardlv on the
ciards, <1 1t 18 the first selntion
which is gainime inlluence,

Fhe hook concludes that
women in Russunare verny much
waorse olb than here, or
America. which coneurs with
| apins’s taeit approval ot
capitalism and total ablivion of
any class amalysis,

She may be night that the
Prognosts for womern’s
liberiteom s better i the west
than in Russuiz but ths would

not beas she chams, becase of

the 1deis

ot the “Western leminist

mosentent” but heciase
hourgeois democracy otfers
more scope for the day to day
strugide for womens liheraton
aned socialism than state
capitakbtst forms of control.
Sullo s o usclul referenee
hook . Get vour library 1o fork
ot L1250 and buy it dhne
Poiflers.

Living
through the

legacy of
imperialism

Finding a voice: Asian
Women in Britain
Amrit Wilson

Virago £2 30

Foratong ome I never realised
how haddy pawd and
overworked 1 was, but what
made me teel bad was the
rideness and lack ol respect
with which I and other Asian
women were treated by the
stupervisars, Sow | hove begun
Lo understand., bad pav. rotlen
condifions and the insulferable
contempt shown 1o us, s o
part ot the same pietare,”

o o peeture vividly drown
by Antrit Wilson 1n her new
hook It starts with the heritage
of British colonialism in rhe
Indiiin sub-continent. where the
erosion of vitlage e ensured
reserye supply obf labour, for
export to the ¢ities or (o the
‘maother countey’, Britain,

It 1% traced through the
separtation of hushand and wile,
as The men became mugrant
waorkers and found employ ment
overseas, And the hines are more
clearlv deawn as wives and
children songht to o ther
mien. hastening therr arrival
veryv odten, in order to pre-empt
the restricOve 1N Eration
legiskition of the 1WA,

Mo the picture of racism built
mter soctl atutides and work-
dav practice by the legacy ol
British impertalism: the ragism
contirmed and reinforceed by the
Hritish state throueh laws
designed to cut back the
umonaration ol non-whifes,
whilst alivmany free ey Lo
white citizens of EFC countries,

Late tor Asun women, once
hereo1s defined by this racism.
The lowest pad and miost
cxploited of workers, thev are
frequentiy emploved mjobs
which are unorgamsed iand
ditficult to organse.

That there are women who
ciin face these problems, Tine
thraugch them and come ot
ttghting, we all know from the
example of Mrs Desin and her
sisters at Girgnw ok,

Lhat the British trade amaon
leadership s reduetant o
respand to these problems, we
have lcarned through the same
dispute. That therg s support
and o determination to change
this situation wis proven by the

el Ao SMoiler
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furn-out on the picket-line,
atthough as Amrnit Wilson says
“In the end it wasn't enough
because they hadn't the courage
to dety the handful of men wo
contral the trade union
buresneracy.™

She makes no claims for the
militancy or resistance of Asian
womern, But she docs sugeest
something of the importance of
the strike at Grunwick - -echoed
in many small disputes. many of
them ¢concerning recognition
sstes, up and down the
country,

l AL Asian women workers
heecome tamnar with the
Industriad scene. and as they
hegin to discover their nights, so
| they are engaging in struggles
which, in the past, were nol
cxpected tooceur let alone to be
Win,

The inhibitions restricting the
organisation of Asian women
derive not only from the failures
Swithin our labour movement to
| respond to these .problems.
Thev also stem [Tom the
conlhicts and contradictions
within the Asian family
sttuation. where the women's
role 15 betng redefined in
accordance with the demands
and pressures brought to bear
! on British society,

Removed from the support
and love which could he given
by relitives and neighbours 1o a
+ rural background in her hame
country, only (o hnd herselt
molated and utterty alone in
Fngland. Manisha, a Bengali
woman deseribed the harror of
her lite:

"My head aches all the ume. |
hive o burning tever---feel me
sister, feel me, Inside me
sometites 1s such anger. anger
with mv hahies, with my

| hushand, with the whole of my
lite .. ‘

The pain of such loneliness,
the fear ol the tuture and the
- momentary happiness of an
Peventngspent with her hyshand.
whaose life may be dominated by
| work oulside the home  such
aspects of the existence of Asian
| women ory out from the pages
of this hook.

Amrit Wilson has talked to
many women, in different
C communities, and she lets them
el their own slory, simply,

, direetly and movingly, The
restrictions and restraints
imposed by Clzzat’ or family
pricte bear heavily on women,
and scom very olten to tnereasc
rather than to decrease with rhe
maye 1o Britain.

En o small village 10 Pakistan,
where family inks may he
strong. constraints on the

a2
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appearance and social contacts
of the women might be few, But
tn a large town in England,
where there are no natural

| Itmits on the contacts which
thev have. customs might
hecome stricter. Tt is not only
question of the clothes which a
woman may wedr. It also

i comcerns the recdom ot a

- women to work or have [riends
I outside of her home. without
close superviston from her
hushand or male members of
the tamily,

The svstem of arranged
marriages does seem to have
been modihed. allowing a
. woman more freedom in her
i choice of a hushband. Manv
| tamilies wounld not force a
daughter to marry against her
will. and she will often he
allowed time to get to know her
prospective hushand, before the
| tinal arrangements are made.
| But it remains nonetheless a
very hmited Mreedom. to reject
perhaps one ar two men who
mayv be presented to her, rather
than a treedom to choose tor
herself,

FThe conduct of a girl before
marriage will retlect as much on

Antidote .

-
—
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Writing

Worker Writers and
Commumty Publishers

tl

A Bookmarx Club Chotee

. One of the most persistent
myths about writing 1s that only
the few, so-catled “pifted” or
“Inspired’ can ever credte
anvthing worthwhile, This idea
s pumped out al every tevel of
the education svstem. tfrom the
Junior schools (*Golden
Anthatogy of Cireat Wniters')to

- unversity courses which depict
hterature as a succession of
timeless *masterpicees™

This verston of writing has
probably aborted more
developing authors than any
other cause. and 1t even has a
teft” version, with Brecht,
Mayakovsky and Serge as the
heroes.

Anvone who has ever put pen
to paper 1o write something
other than a shopping list

i should welcome the
 development of circles of

. worker writers. These groups

i are now [irnilv established
across the country and many
are now pubhxshing (hrough

i local publishing co-operatives.
Working peopte come together
toread and discuss their work in
a fawrly infarmal. friendly

—_———— e ———

the tamily honour as the
hchaviour of a wife after the
event. and many of the girls that
Amrnt Wilson talked to seemed
happy with the situation,
recognising perhaps that the
alternatives to an arranged
marriage threatened 1solation
trom thewr farmily, community
and cultire.

Fundamental to this hook is
the experience of racism 1n
Britain. the legal harassment of
Aslans coming into the country
and the illegal harassment.
totenialed by the law, of the
National Pront.

And it 1s within this
Iramework that the tradinions
of the patniarchal family
structure work out their pattern
an our Asian sisters, But Asian
women are linding a vorce and
as they begin to fight back. so
the prospects tor change may
CIMETge .

“There can be o happier
future because they have sych
spirit and because their anger is
growing . .. These are the early.
carly davs in a conscious
Stritpgle™.

Jan Dryker

Merlin Press are importing
copies of Oskar Anweiler's The
Saviers tor distribution in Bri-
tain at £4.50. Plutoe have recent-
lv published Trouhfe With The
f.av: The Release Bust Book
(£2.50). Plutoarealsopublishing
the final volume ol CLtf's
hingraphy ot Jetin soon after
Faster, |s someone pulling my
leg. or s the rumour true that
Plute have asked Ernest
Miandel to write Trassh's
Marxism!”

Allison and Bushy have just
published Stephen Bodington's
Screnrce  and Social Action
(£6.9%). 4 Wennan, a novel by
Sthilla Aleramo. has heen re-
iwsucd by Mirago at £2.95. A
new collectiorn of poems by
Yevgeny  Yeviushenko  The
Face Behiind the Face has been
published hy  the Marion
Bovars at £2.25. Purituns and
Revolurianaries {Oxford.
£12.50) 15 a new collection of
essays 1IN seventeenth century
histaory  tn honour  of
Christopher Hill, Alastaiv
Harcher

atmaosphere,
Horiring, the first national

compilation, contains dovens of

pieces In prose and poetry.
Much of the wrting 15
auntobtographical, articulating
hopes and tears about the past
and present, There are real
contrasts 1n stvle, aims and
apinions, but underlving it allis
d commitment to change.

This collection represents the
lirst steps of working class
writers. women, men and Kids
coming to understand ther
lives, by talking and writing
about them. The result iy
lascinating since there is a
realism and sincenity lacking in
soomany ‘modern Masters™

Of course there are some
pieces that are soaked in
nostalgia. or trapped in
borrowed political jargon, but
these are 4 minority, and the
hook s a real antidote to the
usual evnicism of most middle

- class wrters, An excellent

Bookmurs Club selection,
Paiel i Cnningham,

Slums of Hope? Shanty .
Towns of the third world |
Peter 1lovd.

Penpuan £2.50

Cities of Peasants

Brvan Roherts

Edward Arnold £2.93

The urban explosion in the
third world. the shocking
conditions in shanty towns and
slums, and the often violently
repressive measures taken by
governments are httle
undestood

probhlem’ of underdevelop-
ment. On the one hund they arce
portraved as a powder-keg,
threateming to cxplode into
hoth the consciences and the
ordered existences of the rich:
on the other as the hope of the
revolution, driven to action
through their miserable ex-
IStenee.

Peter 1.loyd provides a useful
mtroduction to the issues but
paInts £00 rosy a picture. Bryan
Roberts” book Js less vivid,
mare thearetieal but discusses
the wider 1ssues ol impenalism

which Llovd
L underplays.
A
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Pluto’s Spring titles include an ambitious critical appraisal of statistics in our society by 22 ot
Britain's foremeost radical staticians; a book on te theory and development of soctalist
education: a reassessment of 150 vears of medical ‘experts’ advice to women; a description of
Southern Africa from ‘the other side’ and a collection of documents by Soviet worker
dissidents smuggled to the West....
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DO WAGES CA

Chris Harman acts as guide
through the jungle of economic
facts and arguments about

THEY DON'T!

whether wages cause inflation.

In the current arguments about wages
policy, gavernment apologists return again
and dgain to g single theme: rising wages are
responsible for nising prices.
There are a number of simple counter-
arguments used - yuite  correctly by
mihitants: 1) If rising wages are the cause of
the levels of inflation we have experienced in
recent years, why was it that hving standards
could rise 1in the 1950s year in. year oul.
withoul inflation getting out of control?

) Far from wages surging ahead of

Graph 1

inflation. in the period since 1973 prices

have kept well ahead of wages for most of

the time Only for about eight months in
1974-5 out of a total period of six vears have
wige costs to ndustry, as measured by
'wages and salartes per unit of output for the
whole cconomy’, been ahead of prices. By
spring of Iast vear. while prices were 50 per
cent ahove their 1975 level. wages costs had
only risen by 30 per ceni (figures from
Feonaontie Tremds).

{See Graph 1.
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Real take home payv was still tower st
vear than it was in 972,

The vear ot the highest inflanon in hivine
memory 1975 was i vear o which real
nel income for 4 married couple with two
children telt by £2.94) {at OQct 1978 prices).

Real weekiv net income at
October 1978 prices: for those
with average pav

single person married couple

with two
children
September 1970 £62.20 £a8.90
Sept 1972 £65.90) €74.50
Sept 1977 £54.10 £6R.10
Sept 1978 £64.40 7380

3 Prices are continually rising for reasons
that ¢clearly have nothing to do with wages.
Shortly betore Christmas, the government
riised the manimum tending rate, inevitably
lorcing up the cost to councils of borrowing
money  and  therelore  putting  pressure
on rents and rates.

That was nothing to do with “wage push’,

Agamn, the succession of {ood price rises
agrecd between the FREC governments have
not gone tonerease the pay of farm workers
(which has lagged behind the cost of living
hke ather workers’ wages) but to increase
the incomes of their emplovers, The last few
months have seen o world-wide upsurge in
commodity prices and a rise in the price of
oil --hoth ol which will ingrease raw
material  costs  and  theretore  prices
regardless of what happens to wages.

The tollowing tables shows the extent Lo
which non-wage factors have pushed up
prices over the vears:



E INFLATION?

Graph 2
share of price nises due to labour costs .-

shire due to non-wage tacotrs R
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The *declining share of profits’
However. the simiple arguments against the
iden thit wages cause inflation are apparent-
lv refuted by a difterent set of figures which
show the share of prolits in the national
Encome,

It 15 chmed that the share ol profits has
boeen falling for the List 20 years: that the

dechne is caused by o erowrh ot the share of

the nattonal meame going to workers: that

the result has been o dechine in the rate ot

profit. nntil there 1x no longer any meentne
for capitalists  to invest: and  that ths
explains a characteristic teature of the cnisis,
the combination ot stagnation and inflation,

According Lo such a view. inflation s due
tor the Fact that workers have been winming
the hattle hetween labour and capital over
the distribution of the national cake.

| here s a0 right-wing  version ol this
explanation put {orward by apologists Tor
the swvstem: they conclade that if only the
ower of the unions” could be broken and
the “share of capnial” restored, the svstem
wautld pull out ot the crisis.

But some  sociabists accept the sgme
analvsis Tor  cxample rhe Oxiord
cconomists Olvnand Sutelifie in their book
Rritish Capiralivm, Workers and the Profics
CSepreeeze . Usiny the same figares as the right,
thev say that rather than try to make the
svstem work by aceepting a smaller share.
workers should “tight ta overthrow  the
system,

FEowever, even the lett wing” version has
implications which weakan
workers” strupeles. [F it were correct. 1t
wollld scem that when Callughanand cosav

LI POy

that “sacrihice” will pudl the system out of

crisis. thev are right. And For most workers,
sacrihice’ seems o more Crealistic’ option
than soculist revolution,

The facts of declining profitability

There 1s no doubt at all that the rate of
profit in British industry has been lalling.
All the ditterent wavs ol measuring
protitability, display roughly the same
trend. (Al frignres are trom the Bank ot
Fraland Querteriv, 1976 and 1978)

[ndustrial and commercial
comparnies’ profifs

Seasonally adjusted £ millions

-- 4,000
(ross trading
profits
— 3.000
— 2,008
-- 1,000

Profits net of stock
apprecialion

Lopa g adsrs ooyt

e S

1974 1976 1978
{Bank ol Fngland Quarrerly Bulletin,
Seplemmber 1978)

The pretax rate of return at
historic costs

'his is the measure of profits that was
pencrally used until the mid-1970s. |t
showds 2 decline from an a verage figure of
aver 16 per cent an the early 1960s to
about 13 per cent on the late [960s,
Fiowever, if indicates a recovery ol
protits in the vears 1972 - 4.

The pretax rate of profit after
excluding stock appreciation

F'he recovery of historic-cos compuny
profits in the mid-1970s was sery much
due to the lact that inflation rapidiy
tncredsed the salue of the stocks of goods
and raw matenals in capitalists’ posses-
ston. Buat it has heen argued (see tor
instinee. Glvn and Stuchile) that this
Inerease was nol real protu, sioee it had
to b tsed toy replice components and
raw miatenals at hngher prices. In the last
few wears accountants have tned to
deviie methods of profic-calenlation that
excludes this tuctor of stock appreci-
Lon.

Fram the poimt of view of capual, that
s logical  since whiat it 18 coneerned
with 1s the level of profd left over at the

end of the vear for accumulation or
consumption by the capitahist class.
From the workers point ol view.
however,  increased  expenditure  on
stocks 15 a charge on the value they
produce that then passes into the control
of the capitalist class. For them. historie-
cost caloulatzons give a better picture of
how the product of their labour s
divided hetween labour and capnal.

Since we are concerned with the etfects
ol dechining profitability on the capitalist
svatem. that svstem’s measure of profits
it the most usueful one here. After
deducting stock appreciation, the rate of
nrofit dechned through the carly 19705 as
well as through the 1960« ---from around
|3 per cent in the mud-1960s fo mine per
cent it 1975, belore nising to 12 per cent
dgurtng the f{irst year of the socal-
contract wage controls, 1976,

The pre-tax ‘real rate of return’
The final measure of pre-tax profis
excludes, as well as stock appreciation,
the rising cost to capitahsts of putting
aside funds to replace capital equipment
as milation raises its price.

The difficulty with this measure is that
companics  have  every  incenttve  to
exagperate the cost of replacing eguip-
ment, since they get tax exemptions of
such expenditire and sinee 1t s very
dilficult to tell trom the outside whether
what occurs 15 sSimple replacement or the
introduction of larger and more modern
cquipment.

Nevertheless, the figares to throw
some light on protitabliny, indicating a
dramiltic declinge trom 12 percent i 1961
10 nine percentin 1971 tofour percent in
1975, then nising wath the social contract
m 1976 to 4.7 per cent.

The after-tax ‘real rate of
return

Atter tax the pictire for profitabtliey s
rather (hitferent in the early 1960s since
there wis a shit in taxation trom
compaties 1o wage and salary earners.
The post-tax rate of return ‘fluctuates
around 7-9 per cent in the early 198&)s,
Hut thereatter 1t loliows the pre-tay rite
ol return . .. By the end ol the decade the
post-tax return had reached abhour 314
per cent {Andrew Glvn in Budlerin of the
Cenaferesce  af  Sowtuwlinr Feowoniivgs
Fehrary 19751, LThereafior i tell below
seroin 1974, hut has risen agn to about
levar per cent singe,
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The share of labour and capital
in the national income

The analvsis shared by most apologists tor
the svstem as well as Glyn and Sutchtfe
offers a very simple explanation for the
decline in profitahility.

They give figures alleging that the share of
labour in the national income has been
rising. and claim that this has caused a fall in
the share of profits and theretore in the rate
of profit. Certainly, at first sight, the share
of capital seems to have tallen.

The Bank of England Quarteriy Bulletin.
for instance. shows the share of “histonc
profits” as tfalling from 16-18 per cent in the
19405 and (950 1o 15-16 per cent 1n the
F960s 1o 12-13 per cent in the mud 197(s.
And ‘real’ profits are shown as tathng from
14-15 per cent of the national income night
down to 4-6 per cent,

The Bank ol Fngland Quarterly Bulledin
itself is guite cautious about what these
figures signify. 1t savs that ‘the dechne in the
share of prolits .. . may retlect . . . a growth
of unton bargaining power’. There was no
such caution in Glyn and Suteliffe’s book.
For them the "dechne in the share of profits’
could only result from a rise in the share of
labour. |

In their hook they attempted 1o show this
with figures giving the propartion of *wages
and salaries’ in the national income and n
company turnover.

These fhgures were always open to
question, since although some salariés'are a
form of recnumeration of labour, others {eg
pavments to management) are a disgoised
distribution of profit. In the larter case,
salarwes can rise without the share of labour’

increasing at all.

But there is a sccond, more devastating
objection to the fhigures. They take no
account of the tact that the tax system has
changed over the last 25 vears, so Lhat
taxation on wages salaries has risen dram-
tically, while taxation on profits has tallen
to virtually zero.

The proportion of the national
income, after tax, going to wages
and salaries actually fell in the
[950s and 1960s (all tigures In

percentages).

78.8

wages and salaries
hefore tax

733 745

L T

after diveet tax

645 arp =

6l.5

alter direct

5.2

1955 1964 1970

(rlvn had the honesty to admit this in an
article he wrote in 1975 (unfortunately, the
article had much less publicity than the
garher hook). Nevertheless, he tried to
mamtain part of his origial explanation, by
clatming that the share of profit in the
hational income has also fallen. Aftertax it
remained steady  untid  about 1964,
“T'hercaiter the tall in the pre-tax share was
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no longer compensated for by cuts n
taxation . . . So the five vear average ol the
post-tax share talls from more than 20 per
cent 1n 1966 to less than 15 per centin 1970

Hut this was a period in which not only
was taxation on companies falling. but there
wis also an increase in the funds handed aut
to companies by government. When that
change s taken imto consideration, the share
of capital in the national income remains
fairly steady between 1956 and 1972, rising
from about 11 to aboutl 12 per cent in the
early 1960s and then falling back to about 10
per cent at the bewinning ol the 1970s,

calculation that exaggerated the proportion
of government spending going to workers.
He  suggested thal the workers’ share
amounted to *92.5 per cent of current
expenditure on housing. health. education
and other social services: half expenditure
on fire services: a quarter of expenditure on
roads: plus current grants to persons (net of
tax) and consumption of social service
means of production’.

Lising these proportions, he hnds that *tar
trom there being a lall in the share of the net
social praduct going to labour, there has
been a rise. trom 62,3 percentin 195510737

All Companies’ UK income, less stock appreciation capital
consumprion and taxes on income and capital, plus investment -
grants—as share of national income .
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| €. 1. Burgess and A ) Webb, | loyd™s Bank Review 1974]

(;overnment expenditure, the
‘social wage’ and the share of

labour

The figures we have just given do nat guite
end the argument. For. there remains the
question ol where the money taken from
warkers and from capital for taxes goes,
There 15 a widespread myth that they are
returned to the poorer section of the
populattion  as  a  social  wage',  that
redistributes incame from capital to labour.

A whole deology has developed about
government  spending  squeczing  oul’
profitable. ‘productive” industry. Even the
socialist Glvn suggested in 1975 {in the
article qunted earlier) that once that portion
of government spending going to workers
was taken mto account, the share of labour
in the national income had been rising fast
enough to provoke a crisis for British
capitafism,

He hepan, guite correctly, hy insisting
that a large portion of public expenditure
did not go to workers at all. bul was spent
exclusively in the interests of capital;
defence and law and order were designed to
protect capitalist property {against workers
and agamsl foreign capitalists); most of
expenditure on roads was designed to allow
guicker movement of goods traffic; ‘in-
dustry and trade’, “agriculture” and interest
on the national debt all  represented
payments [tom the government to capital.

However. Givn then wnet on to make a

per cent in 19727,

Rut the proportions are open (0 1wo sorty
of powerful objections. First, thev overstate
the proportion of services such as social
secunty, the NHS, housing and education
poing  to workers. "Current  grants to
persons’ include grants (o unemploved and
retired members of the petty bourgeoisic.
Family allowances go to them and to the
hourgeoisic as much as to workers,

A number of studies indicate that these
classes get a greater proportion of services
per head trom the Health Service than do
workers (according to Sociaf Trends the top
ten per cent of households got an average of
£287 worth ot service a vear from the NHS in
1976, while the average houschold got only
£225 - indeed. the top ten per cent even did
hetter on welfare foads, getting £19 warth a
vear. compared with the average of £16!1).

And when it comes to one ol the lastest
arcas of spending growth in the 1950s and
196d)s. education. yvou lind that the bulk of
this growgh was in sectors of cducation
where the number of students from the
working class was 50 per cent or less!

Between 1951 and 1969 expenditure on
primary education (where the majonty of
children are working-class) grew by only
£294 mullion  no faster than the growth in
the national income. By contrast, spending
on higher education, where the majornity of
beneficiaries come from non-workmg-class
background, tose by £569m,

The predominantly working class



primary school child cost the state £91 5 year
In 1968-9: the predominantly working-class
Fl-16 year old £171 a year; by contrast the
nearly half *professional and managenal
t6-18 vear old cost £303 a vear. and the
predominantly non-working-class higher
education student £1200 a vear. On these
figures. much less than 925 per cent of
educational expenditure can have been said
to have benefitted working-class children.
It we take these objections into account
and use different calculanons to Glyn's
(assuming that workers get 90 per cent of the
hentelits ot socual security pavments, 75 per
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cent of NHS services. 90 per cent of hausing
expenditure and a share of educational
expenditure falling from 60 per cent in the
arly 1950 10 530 per cent in the Lite {960%).
we get hgures that indicate that the workers®
share ot the total national product could not
have risen by more than about twa per cent
in 18 vears,

And  even thts calculation probably
cxaggerates the workers” share, Foro it s
possible to argae that edncational expen-
diture is not inany real sense something that
adds (o the workers consumption. in the
sume wiay that family allowances or a free
health service does. Workers are compelled
Py low to send their children 1o school, for
he very simple reason that capitahism needs
a luture Lithour toree with certain basic skills
and certaimn patterns of discipline,

Fven though most workers hike thedea ol
thetr children getting o "decent education’ it
cannot be regarded as part of thewr lamly
consumption or of their “social wage”
Fxpenditure on education is expenditure
shaped to suit the needs of internationl
capitahist  competition, not the  desires
of  workers. 1~ 1t is  excluded {from
calculations on the ‘social wage', you lind
that the workers” share ot the social product
falls by abhout two perecent between the early
19505 and the end of the 1960x, rather than
FIsing.

Why did public expenditure rise?
If any squeeze in the share of profits in the
national product cannot be explained In
terms of a greater share going to labour,
whiat does expliam i?

AL least part of the explanation besin hhe
way in which in the 1960s and 1970s the
needs ol capital - have demanded  greater
rovernment expenddure,

Although there was a decline in the level
ol irms spending {irom about 22 per cent of
povernment spending in the carly 19304 to
about 15 per cent by the [ate sixties) there
wits i rive in the share of roads, law and
order, education. md o mndustty and the
servicing of the national debt. Inereasing
international  competition  demanded  a
greater sittention to the needs ol capital by
the state, which meant a growing tax burdgn

that capital tried to put an the shoulders of
laabour.

While British capitalism was expanding
during the 1950s and carly 1960s, it could
alford inereased povernment expenditure. 1t
wils the cconomic crisis of the 1970s that
made this burden too great. The share of
public expenditure in the national product
actually tell after the Korean war: it then
rose slowhy until 1966-7. when it shot
upwiirds as the then Labhour government
imposed o credit sgueere that cut the rate of
growth and boosted unemployvment by 5i}
per cent: alter a shight dectine it rose very
slowly nnnl it shot up agmin with the
cconamic crnsis ot 1974-6. until the public
cxpenditure culs reduced the level,

This growing crisis also explains both the
mereased need for the stale to service
capital, und the greater hurden that it
represents. It also explains much of the rise
n so-called social wage” clement of public
spending, The fastest single growth item has
been social security pavments-—reflecting
not any great growth in the value to the
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ndividual  recipient. but the growing
number of workers made unempioved by
the crisis. as well as the near, doubling of the
number ol old-age penssoners over the last
25 vears.

It government expenditure became a
burden tor the svstem in the mid-1970s, this
was not i atselt the cause of the crisis, Sull
less way a4 ‘massive so¢ial wage' the cause,
Rather government expenditure seemed too
great lor the system to bear and the
soctl wage” seemed excessive becanse g
more hasie erisis inereased the demands on
government expenditure while cutting back
the totil national product.

None ol that, of course, prevented the
Labour government trom responding to the
crisis by cutting back preciselv on those
glements 1n public expenditure that did. ina
real sense, benelit workers, Neither wyges
nor the social wage caused the crisis of
prolitability; but hoth could be cut n a
desperate attempt to overcome it.

The cause of the falling rate of
proht |

There s an explanation of the fallm the rate
of profit which docs no¢ depend upon the
assumplion of & growing share of the
national product going to warkers, This s
the classte marxist view that the aecumuia-
tran of capital itself leads to a tall in the rate
of protit, cven i tata] profit imcreases.
This s hecause, Marxelaimed, accumula-
tion worlld tend 1o mean that investment go
ever more capital-imtensive, with the toral
Imvestment i means of production growing
more guickly thian the labour emploved (in
Mitrs's terminology, the orgame composi-
tion of capital’ rises) Since. according (o the
marxist analvsis, 1t s labour which 15 the
origin ot value and surplus value. that
means that sarplits-value grows less guickly

than investment. The ratio of surplus-value
to total investment is the rate of profit, and
this will tall,

It has been fashionable among academic
marxists and near marxists to be disparag-
ing about this part of Marxs theoryv in
recent years. A leading “sociafist” opponent
of the labour theory of value. lan Steedman.
wrote in the New Srarexman recently that
virttially no reputahle marxists now (ake the
theory seriously. And he s partly right;
whole  schools  of ‘marxist™  cconomists
dismiss the trend to a falling rate of prolit. or
see ttas onty a trend interacting with cqually
powerful counter-trends, On that analvsis, it
the tate of profu falls, 1t can only be because
of a nising share of wapes.

Steedman has gone as far as to claim chat
ity impossible for new capital investment (o
lead tou tall in the rate of prafit. He altleges
that an increase in the capital-labour rate
must lead to a rise in the rate of profit. And
cven thinkers who are closer to Marx™s own
thought, like Sue Himmelweit, and John
Hiaroison produced aileged proofs of this
same thing, |

Yot since then empirical evidence has
cmerged  which suggest that there 1 a
connection hetween a rising ratio of capital
to labour and the talling rawe ot protit,

One ot the things the Bank of England
Guarierly Bulletinlooked at was the capital-
output ratia fhow much investment it takes
to produce a particular quanitity of goods).
It showed thav it grew dairly  steadily
hetween the early 1960s and the 19708 (from
about 2 to about 214Y In the 1970s it hiis
grown further to about 3" (see Graph3) --

Graph 3

The Capital-Output Ratio

[ts rise is indicative of a rise in what
M_arx cialled “the organic composition
ol capital®
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although here. thev note, the crisis itselt. by
increasing the level of unused muanutac-
turing capacity will exagperate the real
figures. [t suggested that ‘these changes i
the capital output ratio meant thin the
downwird trend in the real riate of return on
caputid Trom 19640 1o 1973, and the more
dramatic Tall simee, have been much more
mirkoed thun the decline ot real protis n
company value added” (a978, pit7).

The cconomist Colin Clark showed in an
article m flovids Bank Review in 1975 (he
way i which cach rise in the capital-outpul
rat1o has been accompurnied by a tull in the
ratc of profit (sece Graph 2). Clark also
suggests that a similar process has been at
waork tn Austraiia, and in the US trom the
mid- 1960,

Samuel Brittain of the Finagncial Times,
another haurgeos cconomist, has noted the
same trend with hewtlderment. “There has
heen an underlving long term decline in the
amount of output per unit of captal n
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How the rate of profit falls as
the Capital-output ratio rises

United Kingdom
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{From . Clarke in 1lovd™s Bank Review
October 774)

manufacturing... This is a fairly general
experience in the industrial countries ..
One can construct a fairly plausible storv o
cxplain this "for any one country: hut not tor
the industrial world as a whole™. [ Finarcial
Temes. 3 March 1977]. For an explanabon
Britain would have to drop adherence to the
theories of Milton Friedman and turn to
Karl Marx.

The capital-output ratio will normally
show the same trend as the marxist category
of the organic composition of capital {1.c.
unless there s a dramatic increase 1a the rate
of explaitation ol warkers - which no one
claimes lor the last 25 vears—oc/v+s will
show the same trend as ¢/v). The rate of

~prolit 1s [alling as the organic composition

of capttal nses. because of the dvnamic of
the accumulation process itsell. Bourgeois
CMPITICISM. S¢ems to come 1o conclusions
that bear out Marx, even though academics
who purport to ‘rehine’ Marx nsist such
conclusions are ‘theoretically impossible™

[t 1s worth adding that one ot these on the
ket to first see the ‘rising share of labour’ as
the cause of the crisis. Glvo, does admit {in
his 1975 article) that because the capital-
output ratio ‘tor the company sector as a
wholc has been rising stnee the Hifties .. . the
rate of profit fcll faster than the share of
protit’,

Towards a theory of inflation
In tact. the evidence of the rising capital-
output ratio leads to an explanation of the
unending trend to mflation quite ditferent
from that of the myth of a nising "workers
share’. The causcs of inflation can be seen as
iving in the inner structure of an economic
svstem that has outlived its time, and not 1o
the “wapge push” of warkers.

- The wverv success ol capitabism In ac-
cumulating gives nise to the fall in the
cipital-output ratio. This leads to a tenden-
cv for the rate of profit to tall, even if the
share of capital in the national product
FISES.

How does  capital rteact when  this
happens? Classically, there were (wo
different  responses.  depending  upon
whether the system was  hooming. or

whdther il was entering (o recession.,

In a hoom, capitalists telt confident that
their goods would sell, even it they increased
their prices. So when profit was threatened
by rising costs. they raised prices to trv to
protect themselves. Once certiain goods had
increased In price. other capitalists raised
thetr prices so as to mamntam their profits
atter paving for those goods., Workers too
pushed tor higher wages so as 1o protect
their iving standards. Aninflationary spiral
developed, very much like that we see todav.

Fxcept, that the inflationary spiral came
to an end once the boom came 1o an end.

Once the recession sct in, capitalists had
to respond to the pressure ontheir profitsin
a different way, Contracting markets meant
thev could not selt goods at existing prices
et alone at prices that were raised 1noan
eftort to protect profits, They had to slash
priccs. and then enforce even greater wage
cues on their workers it protits were not to
disappear.

As the crisis drove whole firms out of
business, prices tumbled stitl turther. Their
enods and equipment could he bought up at
rock bottom prices by other firms. so
enabling their profits to recover despite the
low general level of prices. And rnising
unemplovment reduced the abhility of
workers 1o resist wage-cuts,

S0 the svstem passed from an intlationary
period. as profit ritles were Lirst threatened
during the boom, lo a penad of falling
prices {or.in current government parlance a
‘counter-inflationary’ period) as the cnsis
fullv hit the system.

It only needs to he added. that the crisis
wself created the preconditions tor a new
hoom with reduced intlatianary pressures at
first. The extremely low prices at which
equipment from hankrupt tirms could be
obtained meant that the cost of new
investment fell, and with it the capital-
labour ratio. To use marxist terminology:

the crisis led to a destruction of capital

values, to a devaluation of capital, and
lowered the organic composition of capital
In value terms.

However, as capitalism has grown old,
there has heen g serang up ot the
mechanisms which previausly meant a fall
in prices during a ¢rnisis. and a lowering of
the organic composition of capital,

The aging of capitabism has been accom-
panicd by & growing domimation of cach
natonal market bva small number of firms,
Mergers and takeovers have increascd the
size of individual firms until in Britain in
1970 the top 1 firms controlled 40 per cent
of the total market, and in the US1n 1976
the top 2(H) companies controiled 8.8 per
cent of the market.

Once the market 15 dominated by «
relatively small numher of large firms, they
are capable of arrangmg things among
themselves g0 that their response to a crisis
15 mot to cut prices, but to carve up he
market hetween each other, to all continie
in operation, but at reduced capacity. and to
rais¢ prices so as to pay for the increased
overheads this hrings about.

Fven the former hcad of the Price
Commssion, Lord Cockfield. has been

“able to comment that ‘“We suffer 1o this

country from market domnation. price
leadership. parallel pnicing, the lack of

effective competition. unwillinghness to
compete on price. and a cost-plus mentality’
{quoted . Financiad Times. 6 February
1979,

[n such a situalion prices are raised to
nrotect profit rates in the slump as well asin
the boom.

The American radical ¢conamist Sher-
man has analvsed how the changeover from
slump = lalling prices’ 1o Sshump=rnsing
prices’ took place. He points out that 'in
almost all recessions and depressions up to
the recession of 1948, prices tell . .. In the
recession of 1948, prices in the competitive
(1¢ non-manopely --CH) industries tell by
TX per cent. But the prices of monopoly
industrics tell by only 1.9 per cent . . .

‘Since that time the competitive {Ic non-
monopoly) prices has fallen o each reces-
si01. hut the monopoly prices have risen in
each recession’. Hence the prices in the US
imchstries in which fewer than eight firms
controlled more than 50 per cent of the
market rose by 1.9 per cent in the 19353
recession, hy (0.5 per cent in the 193K
recession and by 5.9 per cent in the 1369
recession’ ‘Review of Radical Polirical
Feonomv, summer [976).

The consequence 1x that onge inflation
starts in the system, it 15 very dithicult to
hring it to an end. v

This was shown clearlv in the US in the
earlv 1970s, The nflation created by the
secand world war and by the Korcan war
had soon disappeared lrom the svstem, Not
s0 the inflation caused by spending on the
Vietnam War: ‘Unemplovment continued
to decling in 1969 and consumer prices rosc.
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.. When demand finally fell and unemploy-
ment rose th the recession of 1970, the
inflation rate hardly budged.” (C1l. Perry.
fBrooking Papers on Econontc Activity,
1978 No 2). It required government in-
tervention to  achieve  what  the old
mechanisms could ne longer achieve and
even they could onlv work tora brief period.

‘In the summer ot 1971, the Nixon
administration imposed wage and price
controls that lasted, i a moditied form,
unttl April 1974, These controls slowed the
inflation rate for most wages and prices. But
by the time the controls expired. higher
prices for food and fuel... and for industnal
raw materials... had creattd double digit
rates of overall inflation...’

The story was repeated in the most recent
recession, The ‘recession was douhle the sizc
of the average post-war recession . .. Bythe
end of the recession milation had slowed
sharply from s 1974 peak. but further
improvement was shight once recovery
hegun The rate of nflanon has
continued at a historically high rate, and
now shows signs of creeping still furtherup'
(ihid)

The growth in the size of firms has
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destroved the mechanesm the svstenm osed to
have for thushinye out intlatton, Inllation s
ot ciinsed by waroe-pash’ bt one of the
cluarieteristic Teatoees of agmyg capiadisn,
| e devemnination of the national ceonomy
B tew very Larae firmis alse has another
consceiwnese or the ssstem. No-ane m the
capitialist cliss s prepored serioosy oo
countersinee v ob the major hirms goimg
bankrupt: the ofleet on the rest ol the
ceonenn would be just too devistianmyg. So
there s an end o the old mechanism tor
rediiomy the cost ob mmvestment. by sone
Lo collipsimg and other more ctcent
s buy up therr stocks and equipment on
the cheap, Instead, the govcrnment n-
viriehly steps in o kol Lirms oult,

Fhe resade s that there s oo szt
choapenime of mvestment in the shampe the
it ol capital to lahour does notiall: theye
In o connter-tendency to stow Jdown the
Pressure an prolt rees onee aonew hoon
howims v set in, the biems el a greater need
Chinn cver To sinse prices sods [ catnierilet
Fhits ELRSERNIT RS

| e sl of the ssstem to dris e o the
will the caplinns
something else about modern mthinoen The
cirrenth tishionable school of right-wing

Leepest tiomes also

monetanst ecconomisis are partally correct
when they sayv that there could be no
militton b rosernments did not allow the
armenent of money mothe cennomsy to grow,
Whitt they Jon't explaim, however, s why
the money supply alwivs does grow even if
lormer monetarists  get control of  the
wawitches on the machines  that  primt
Panknotes,

Yot the reason s simple cnoughs to stap
the expansion ol the money supply s fo
ey ey Torms the possthility of inflating
e prices <oas o counter proessures on
nrolitabiity, But that 1s (o threaten huage
chuanks of the natiea] coonomy with
hanhruptes, When it comues toat. the heads
ol the ouant Birms have enoteh polingeal
mtluenee toostop thitt happemng.

INFLATION

A few final pomnts

[1rst. the taet that the mlationary pressures
GTLZINATe 1N attempts 1o protect profit rates
deves o mean that they end there Quec one

cronp ol capitahises raise their prices, other
grovups of capitalists who use their products
as im-puts will tend to raise their prices as
well And workers (unless held down by
wapes policyy will try 1o protect their living
stancird by torcing higher wages.

| hese rises i turn cul oo the protits of

the fiest growep of capitahists, untl they are
hack where they started. Their dnive {or
profitibility gives the spiral its first push.
But 1t soon comes round and hits them s
wedl oas evervone clse. driving them o
turther push up thew prices agam m the
miersses of proditability.

Fhe drve for profitahility s not the only
thimg that can give the imflationary spiral o
shovees Relatvely aeerdental things tike wars
anch harvest faulures can play o part, So can
the atenmipt - of workers 1o recuperate
thioneh ware claims what they have lost i
vearl's o waoe controls, Bitt none ol these
thines would. mthemselves, cause sustiinegd
mthilionry trends were it not tor the in-
buile  features ot the aging  capitalist
the erowing ratio ol capital (o
Libear, und the ability of the cant firms to
nroteet cCompetive
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themaelves  Trom
Pressures diring o recession.

Fhisargument can be put another wiy 1t
warkers simply aecepted that their wapes
should  not rise with prices. then the
mthitomary sprral wouald slow down Tor a
bit Calthoueh all the workers would by
worse olt as they have been over the lys
four vears i ths countrvh. But the rising
capitat-output ratio would soon again

threinten the rate ol profit, and avam couse
brerns ta riese prices: workers would then be
at sk trom et another bout of mllation,

Inthition s the moders method by which
citpital secks ta satisdv i insatiable demand
tor ew dranghts of surplus value, sa as 1o
maintain  the  proiitability of  its over
crowing guantites of old surplus salue
aecumunlated,

Scecondlvothe argument that it s the erists
ol prohcibihty that causes imtlaton does

nol mean that capitalists are being com-
pletel dikhonest when they sav they want
nt-intiationary” policies providing vou
understind that asa policy which will stop
the grivwth ot the costs of producing goods,

not the profits to be reahised by selling them.

They are fnightened ol the wider conse-
guenees  ob andlation - endless wages
struggles,  demoralisation ot their sup-
perrters within the muddle elasses. continual-
v fluctuaning exchange rites. bitter inter-
national competition.

Too that extent the capitalist class are
sincere when they claim that inflation s the
greatest danger that besets them, But their
sense of ~simeenty s heghtened by the
Enowiledee of the general deciogieat com-
priigns annnst intlation” serve to aliate not
themselves when they rse thore poices, but
their workers when they push tor compen-
SATOTY WG TICTOa RS,

And., of course, they are alwavs caretul to
buiild  inte "wupe and  prices controls’
cxempiion  clauses  designed o protedt
profiss and mvestment. The sery desiegn ol
such policies is suchastoallow price rises to
protect Jevels of Sreal probt’, but 1o fortid
wage rises which seek to protect levels of
real Inving standards, The result of this in
Briviin can be seen troo eraph 3

Fanadly, we cnn now antegerate into the
aceount sume ol the other factors we have
muentioned o passing. Fhe ahilice of Tirms 1o
ratse therr prices o an ctiort to compensate
lor pressures on protitababity does not, oy we
hitve shosen, end Those pressures. which re-
cmerge woith the nest turn of the intlationary
sprriel, Hence. they become over maore
dependent on another source of funds
trom the eovernment.

But the rise i government expenditure
itsell then threatens to cut inta ther
profitability especually during  a orisis,
when government expendimiure s any case
P g because of the need to stop the resere
army ob [abonr either starving or rioting,
lhe protection of pratitabiity demands
nereased government spending of g certain
sort. comined with o sttt intaxanionirom
CONMTPLITICS 10 WAPes,

But ot o cortamn poamnt owaorkers regct
aeainst this shilt by olurther heightening
therr wage denuands, It then becomes
pohticallv. as well os ceomomically . impor-
it for” the mbng class o e the
tmpression  that Cgovernment  apending
funderstoaed as thait limited portion of povern-
ment spendmg thit benetits workers) s to blanwe
tor the ensis and Tor inflation,

All this, tke the argument on wages and
mitation. diverts attention lor the  real
origins of inflation: inflation s the spectfic
response of aging capitalism 1o the crisix ot
profitability ereated by the system irsell, just
ias the demand for stright wage cuts was the
response of the svstem in its “classie’ phise.
A such, it wil not be ended unti the svstem
s duestroved.

WAGES DON'T CAUSE INFLATION




KA PRABIC

“The difficulties often experienced hy those
depending on lower incomes could not be
sohved by chaning the present distribution of
income’ Confederation of British Industry

In 1974 Parhament set up a Roval Commas-
sion to look into the distribution of Income
and weilth 10 this country, Since then the
Commission has churned out thousands of
pages of tables. charts, analysis and com-
ment in umpleen HMS0) volumes. As you
might expect, there is tor sociahsts some
usctul intormation buried in this pile of
careful and polite prose. and with a hitle
effort vou can dig out any number of gems
which show the astomshing degree of
imeguality we still put up with.

But the lacts and figures aren’t the onty
interesting  things in these reports. In
addinon to s own  debiberattons,  the
Comnussion pubhishes the ‘evidence” sub-
mitted  to it by vartous  orgamsations
mdividuals, and in some of their oflerings
Rriznin's  bosses reveals as much about
themselves as the statistics reveal about their
wealth,

Anyvone looking al the submissions of the
Bl and the Natwonal Federation ol
Building Trades Employers has to be struck
by twa things. The first s the passion they
display lor arguments showing how all
currcnt measures of wealth and income
aoverestimate their share of the cake.

They are quite desperate to convince
cveryone that however the figures have heen
presented to date, they the employers have
heen shown as richer than they really are
and we the emplovees have appeared as
poorer than we really are: so desperate that
out of 73 paragraphs of their published
cvidence (o the commission's Tirst report, 46
plead manotonously tor statistical changes
to “put this rnight’.

1 hese range from predictable appeals tor
pension rights and all state benefits (1n-
cluding the cost of education) to be included
in assessment  of workers wealth  and
meonie, down to nasty, petty moans about
miners” free coal, handouts by charities and
even fips,

The second point vou notice 15 how they
can anly keep up this academic *our socicty
1s more equal than you think’ argument tor
so long before something else takes over,

something  nearer to theie hearts than
stalistical nacenes; their need to defend and
prescrve that inequahity itscll.

The hint: *__it may be that some countries
which have a consistently higher growth rage
also have a wader distribution of 1ncomes’,

Hut by the last lew paragraphs they pick
up real momentum and  assue a  stern
warring: ©.__ fairness should not be confused
with equality., The dangers of turther
niarrowing the dilferentials in income or of
redistributing personal wealth should be
liken inte account’. Yhe quote at the top of
the page s trom another of their warnings
to the commission about the dire conse-
guences of their money falling into anvone
clse’s hands.

Sowhat isit that they want to keep quiet as
wiell as keep intact” What do the ditferent
fizures revea! about the incqualitics of
Brivsh capitalism? The anseris they show a
leve! of exploitation and sheer greed that

IS
for
BOSS

even the most liberal doses of statistical
myvstification could not mde,

This yvear's Socfal Trendy carries a table
showing that the pre-tax incomes of the
highest paid ten percent account for over
guarter of all imcome. You can see from the
tahle below that the rest of it isnt shared out
eqqually either: hall the population have to
live on under a quarter of all total income.
Tax doesn’t make much difference to this.

Distribution of income in 1975/6.
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Source; HMS0O Socal Frends 1979

But inequality of income 18 peanuts when
compared to inequality of wealth itself.
When 1t comes to savings, houses, land.
shares and so on. Inland Revenue statistics
show that nearly half of all personal wealth
is owned by the richest five per cent of
people. Even when workers” occupational
pension rights are included 1n the calcula-
tton this lot still own over torty percent of all
wealth, Worse still. halt of this 15 the
hands of the richest one percent.

Personal Wealth Distribhution 1974
(Adults over 18)

Most wealthy
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Source:. Royal Commussion on the
Ihstribution of Income & Weilth,
Report No_ 5. Tahle 41,

But if the high incquality of incomes is
excecded by this inequality of wealth, wait
tor the truly staggerimg inequality of power.
In a book called Clusy in o Capiralist
Soclety, Westergaard and Resler analyse
Intand Revenue figures and show that all in-
dividually held sharcs and debentures in
companies with quoted stock in 1970 were

owned by 6.6 of the population, and that
nearly Y09 were held by a tiny 1.59. )

It 15 over facts like these that the bosses get
into such a state about techmealities of
measurement. us i the addition and subtrac-
tiorn of @ few pereent here and there can
blind us 1o the reality of the rich minority
feeding ottt the work of the majority.

You have 1o give them a tew points for
prescntation. however. They kept a lot of
tace by letting the most hvsterical arguments
of all come not from an emplovery’
organisation as such. but from one of the
right-wing “independent’ research bodies,
the Institute for Economic Aftairs,

In their paper to the Commission they
even included a table showing increases in
the ownership of cars, televisions, washing
machings and refrigerators since 1952 as
evidence of the ‘radical transformation™ of
the structure of wealth, So take comfort, if
vou'te nol among the one percent of people
who own nearly all company shares—-
venrve probably got a fridge instead!

When the Commission questioned one of
the impartial authors ot this report {a man
who used to work in the Conscrvative
Research Department and who has held a
number of directorships) he stated that *. .
the A belicved that economic talenfs,
which included drive, and ability to wake
respansibility, were at least as uncgually
distributed over the population as were.
artistic and sporting talents, '

“Thev believed that the pre-tax distribu-
tion of incames should fully reftect this
diversity’. What he failed to include in this
analvsis was any mention of the most useful
talent these economic gold-medahists are
endowed with--the talent to derive income
from nherited wealth, Even the Commis-
sion estimated that i quarter of all wealth
was made up from inheritance and gifts.

Separateiy these stalistics gave a sickening
dccount of production and distribution m
this country, Considered together they paint
a pacture of a sickening proup of people: the
tiny mmority with the indusirial wealth the
same people who own most of everything
gise and have the highest incomes,

They arc the capitalist class, the pecople we
were (old had either perished with the
advent of the Jjoint stock company or ost all
their money to the merciless grasp of the
excheguer. Thev're stll here and they're still
living off us.

it's worth letting Marx and Engels have

the last word here. Listen to what they said
to the bosses on this very subject, n the
Commiunist Manifesio:
“You are horrified at our intending to do
awday with privale property. But n your
existing soclety private property is already
done awav with lor nin$ tenths of the
population: its existence for the few 15 solely
due to its non-existence in the hands of those
nine-tenths. You reproach us, therefore,
with intending (o do away with a form of
property the necessary condition for whose
existence 15 the non-existence of any
property for the immense majority of
SOCIATY.

“In one word. vou reproach us with
intending to do away with your property.
Preciseiy so; that 1t just what we intend.”
Cerline Brenan



